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Scores Arrested as Police Forcefully Try to Break Up Yerevan Center Sit-In
Armenian Youths Protests Stay Peaceful But Demands Unresolved

YEREVAN -- More than 230
people were arrested in downtown
Y erevan early on Tuesday as riot po-
lice broke up an overnight demonstra-
tion against rising electricity pricesin
Armenia on a street leading to Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian’s administration
building.

Security forces backed up by a
powerful water cannon used force to
unblock Marshal Bagramian Avenueat
the end of a nine-hour standoff with
mostly young demonstrators demand-
ing that the Armenian authorities re-
vokeamorethan 16 percent risein the
energy tariffs. Only afew hundred of

them remained camped out there by
that time.

The protesters did not fight back
as they were driven out of the street
section at around 5:30 am local time.
Many of them were detained on the
spot and moments later, when they
were chased away to nearby Liberty
Square, the starting point of the dem-
onstration. Some were roughed up in
the process.

Police officers, many of them
wearing plain clothes, also manhandled
and detained several reporters cover-
ing the protest. An RFE/RL corre-
spondent was hit by one plainclothes

officer as he tried to stop a group of
policemen from arresting an RFE/RL
cameraman who filmed the violent
crackdown. Hiscameraand other live-
streaming equi pment were smashed as
a result.

Another RFE/RL reporter was
attacked and had his mobile phone
taken away and broken by a plain-
clothes officer during the dispersal of
the crowd. He was using the phone to
videotape the violence.

Citing*“ preliminary information,”
a police spokesman told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) later
in the morning that as many as 237
peoplewere detained during the crowd
dispersal. He said 7 of the detainees as
well as 11 policemen were injured in
the violence.

All of them were set free by the
next day and senior police officers
assured protest organizers afterwards
that they will not use force again.

The standoff began on Monday
evening when several thousand pro-
testersattempted to march to the presi-
dential palace in Yerevan. They were
stopped by rows of riot police and
interior troops clad in full riot gear.

Throughout the night senior of-
ficersled by Ashot Karapetian, head of

Y erevan’s police department, warned
the protesting activists to unblock the
streets or face a violent crackdown.
They argued that the protest was not
sanctioned by municipal authorities.

Most of the remaining protesters
led by a non-partisan pressure group
called No To Plunder decided to stay
camped on the street. No To Plunder
leaders also rejected Sarkisian’s offer
to meet with them and discuss their
demands. They said the president
should only make sure that Armenian
utility regulators reverse what they
consider unjustified price hikes.

On Wednesday, Armenian secu-
rity forces refrained from another vio-
lent crackdown demonstrators pro-
testing against a hike in electricity
prices blocked the central avenue in
Y erevan for the third day running.

The crowd grew to an estimated
10,000 by evening after hundreds of
mostly young activists spent a second
night and third day on Marshal
Bagramian Avenue in a continuing
standoff with riot police deployed
nearby to prevent them from marching
tothe presidential palace inthe Arme-
nian capital.

Continued on page4

Jacques Faure: Return of Nagorno Karabakh

to Azerbaijan Impossible

YEREVAN — Former French
Co-Chair of the OSCE Minsk Group
Jacques Faure has said the return of
Nagorno Karabakh to Azerbaijan is
impossible.

“Thereareonly Armeniansliving
in Nagorno Karabakh and they don’t
want to change their status, therefore,
the return of Nagorno Karabakh to
Azerbaijan is not possible anymore”
Jacques Faure said at the NATO Par-
liamentary Assembly’ s89th Rose-Roth
seminar in Y erevan.

“Armeniaisright ininsisting on
the full conformity between such in-
ternational principles as nonuse of
force, peoples right to self-determi-
nation and territorial integrity,” the
former Co-Chair added.

Jacques Faure disagrees with the
opinion that the Minsk Group fails to
take decisive steps to solve the
Karabakh conflict. He added that the
mediatorscoordinatetheir actionswith
the schedule of the leaders of the
conflicting parties.

“If the Presidents have no time,
the mediators can do nothing,” the
former Co-Chair said.

He noted that an arms race has
started in theregion, and Azerbaijan’s
military budget islarger than the over-
all budget of Armenia.

Elaborating on the subject, Mr
Faure said that Azerbaijan has a popu-

S.D. Hunchakian Party Demands Remains
of 20 Armenian Martyrs from Turkey

Former French Co-Chair of theOSCE
Minsk Group JacquesFaure

lation of 9m, while Armenia’ s popula-
tionisonly 3m, with the demographic
disproportion growing.

Azerbaijan is also seeking ben-
efits from its oil and energy profits,
which have for years been directed to
arms purchase.

According to Faure, it's neces-
sary to demonstrate political will to
make mutual concessions.”

Many assume Azerbaijan will
again resort to violence after the Euro-
pean Games, but the former Co-Chair
says “Azerbaijan will lose much” in
this case.

“Firstof all, itwill losethe stand-
ing on the international arena, and no
onewill bewilling toinvest inacoun-
try in war,” he said.

.
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This year marks the 100th anni-
versary of the Martyrdom of the 20
Social Democrat Huchakian party lead-
ers who were hanged by the Young
Turk dictatorship on June, 15, 1915in
Ottoman Turkey.

On the occasion of the 100th
anniversary, on June 18, 2015, the
Central Committee of Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party, has conveyed
the following demand to the Mayor of
Istanbul.

“Mr. Mayor,

On June 15, 1915, 20 Armenian
revolutionaries, leaders and members
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
party, were hanged at the Sultan
Bayazid Squarein Istanbul.

They were; Matteos Sarkissian,
Hagop Basmajian, Smpat Kelgjian,

Roupen Garabedian, Bedros Torosian,
Armenag Hampartsoumian, Apraham
Mouradian, Aram A chekbashian, Hrand
Y egavian, Karekin Boghosian, Boghos
Boghosian, Mourad Zakarian, Tovmas
Tovmasian, Yeremia Manoukian,
MgrdichY eretsian, Kegham Vanigian,
Yervant Topuzian, Hovhannes Der-
Ghazarian, KarnigBoyajian, and Kapriel
Keshishian, and were buried collec-
tively at the Edirne Gabui Armenian
cemetery.

TheSocial DemocraticHunchaking
Party Central Committee, desirestotrans-
port the remains of our comrades out of
Turkey. Therefore, we demand that
you facilitate the lawful ways of ac-
complishing this undertaking.”

Continued on page3



Massis Weekly

Turkey Reacts Angrily to Belgian
Prime Minister’s Recognition of

Armenian Genocide

ANKARA —BelgianPrimeMin-
ister Charles Michel’s recognition of
thekilling of Armeniansinthehandsof
the Ottoman Empirein 1915 as Geno-
cide has “distorted historical facts,”
the Turkish Foreign Ministry said June
20 in a statement.

Michel said during a parliamen-
tary session on June 17 that the events
perpetrated by the Ottoman Empire
between 1915 - 1917 “must be viewed
as a genocide.”

“The relationship between his-
tory and the future are occasionally
complicated. My position is well
known, | am of the view that the tragic
events should be labeled as genocide,
and that is the position of the Belgian
government,” CharlesMichel declared
inthe Belgian Parliament.

The Turkish Foreign Ministry
slammed thecomment, sayingMichel’s
remark was “neither acceptable nor
excusable.”

Michel’s comment me a few
months after the European Parliament
adopted anon-bindingresolutionon April
15recognizingthe1915 eventsaffecting
Armenians as Genocide.” Ankara will
return the European Parliament (EP)
report on Turkey, European Union Min-

Belgian PrimeMinister CharlesMichel

ister Volkan Bozkir has said.

On May 29, Mahinur Ozdemir, a
Brussels regional MP of Turkish ori-
gin, was expelled from her party, the
Humanist Democratic Center (CHD)
after sherefused to recognizethe 1915
events as “genocide.”

Turkey has aready withdrawn
ambassadors from Austria, the Vatican,
Luxembourg and Brazil for resolutions
that name 1915 incidents genocide or
similar reasons, but it kept its envoy to
Russia, despite Russian President
Vladimir Putin using the word genocide
and the Russian parliament adopting a
likewise resolution on the 1915 events.

PACE Resolution on Azerbaijan Removes the
Word “Occupation” with Regard to
Nagorno Karabakh

PACE meetingin Strasbourgon June23rd

STRASBOURG -- After amara-
thon of amendment voting, Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope (PACE) approved its resolution
on “the functioning of democratic in-
stitutionsin Azerbaijan” by 140 votes
to 13. The resolution was prepared by
Pedro Agramunt and Tadeusz lwinski.

The Assembly voted 85to 78 to
accept the amendment tabled by the
Armenian delegation to exclude the
term” occupation” with regard to
Nagorno Karabakh.

The Parliamentary Assembly
says in the final text of the Resolu-
tionit“isfully aware of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict which dominates
to alarge extent the Azerbaijani for-
eign policy agenda.” In the draft
reaolutionitread: “The Assembly is
fully aware of the occupation by
Armenia of NagornoKarabakh and
seven other provincesof Azerbaijan,
which dominates to a large extent

the Azerbaijani foreign policy
agenda.”

In the resolution, PACE con-
demned “the crackdown on human
rightsin Azerbaijan” and called to end
“systemicrepression” of human rights
defenders, the media, and those criti-
cal of thegovernment, including politi-
cally motivated prosecutions.

The Assembly also called for the
release of all political prisoners in
Azerbaijan.

Reacting tothe PACE resolution,
Samad Seyidov, the head of the
Azerbaijani delegation to PACE, said
the adopted document was “an empty
and unnecessary piece of paper”.

Seyidov said the resolution was
also the work of anti-Azerbaijani
forces and the Armenian |lobby who
are“ready to take any steps and even
to destroy themselves in order to
underestimate the ongoing devel op-
mentsin Azerbaijan”.
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Former US Ambassador:
Safarov Repatriation Ended Hungary’s Status
as a Reliable Strategic Partner
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Former USAmbassador toHungary Eleni Kounalakis

WASHINGTON, DC — In her
newly published memoir of her 2010-
2013 term as American Ambassador to
Hungary, Eleni Kounalakis discusses
the U.S. State Department’s loss of
faithintheadministration of PrimeMin-
ister Viktor Orban, according to a June
19 review by the Washington Post.

In what the Post describes as a
“far more forthcoming book — person-
aly and analytically — than one would
expect from a diplomat”, Kounalakis
details her disappointment at what she
saw astheHungariangovernment’ sback-
dliding toward a more totalitarian gov-
ernment, similar to the oneHungary had
under communism. Instead of the* New
Deal” that they had anticipated,
Kounalakiswrites, Hungarianswereget-
ting “the Old Deal, with government
having too much control over the people
of Hungary al over again.”

According to the Post review: “It
took the release of an ax murderer to
raise alarmsin Washington. In late Au-
gust 2012, Orban suddenly repatriated
Ramil Safarov, an Azeri serving alife
term in Hungary for hacking an Arme-

nian soldier to death during a NATO-
sponsored training program. To
nobody’s surprise, Safarov received a
hero’s welcome in Azerbaijan and was
immediately pardoned, promoted and
given anew apartment. Armeniacut off
diplomatic ties with Hungary, and ten-
sions escalated in Nagorno-Karabakh,
over which Armeniaand A zerbaijan had
fought awar in the early 1990s.”

“Don’'tthey realizethat their little
trick could cause awar?’ Deputy As-
sistant Secretary of State Marie
Y ovanovitch asked Kounalakis on the
telephone.

“Whowill cleanit up— Hungar-
ians? No, Hungarians won't clean up
themess. Wewill! Wewill bethe ones
left to fix it!”

Kounalakis reveal s that this dip-
lomatic fracas was ultimately what
“ended Hungary’s two-decade status
as a reliable strategic partner of the
United States,” according to the Post.

That littletrick, Kounal akissays,
ended Hungary’'s two-decade status
as a reliable strategic partner of the
United States.”

Mayor of Montevideo Welcomes
S.D. Hunchakian Party Chairman

K

MONTEVIDEO -- AnaOlivera,
the Intendant (Mayor) of Montevideo
welcomed the Central Committee
Chairman of the Social Democratic
Hunchakian Party (SDHP), Mr. Hagop
Dikranian at a meeting on Monday,
June 22nd in the office of the Inten-
dant of Montevideo, at the municipal-
ity headquarters.

Visiting from Armenia, Mr.
Dikranian participated in the centen-
nial commemoration ceremony of the
Armenian Genocide. Prior to the meet-
ing, on Sunday June 21st, Mr.

Dikranian along with the Intendant of
Montevideo, Ms. Olivera, participated
inthe presentation of the documentary
film “Dawn of the Twenty” at
Montevideo's renowned and historic
Solis Theatre.

The documentary focuses on the
death of 20 SDHP leaders, who had
devised aplan against imminent exter-
mination of the Armeniansby the Turk-
ish state. The leaders were arrested,
tried, sentenced to death, and executed
by hanging on June 15, 1915 in
Istanbul’ s Sultan Bayazid square.
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“The Dawn of the Twenty” Documentary
Commemorates Genocide in Uruguay

MONTEVIDEO — “The Dawn
of the Twenty” documentary was
screened in Montevideo as part of the
series of the Armenian Genocide cen-
tennial commemoration eventsin Uru-
guay. Thefilm centersontheexecutionj
of 20 leaders of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party (SDHP) in 1915 in
Istanbul, Eldiario.es reports.

Thefilm, lasting 35 minutes, fol-
lows the deaths of SDHP leaders who
had devised a plan against theimpend-
ing extermination of Armenianshby the
Ottoman Empire between 1915 and
1923. The leaders were arrested, tried
and hanged on June 15, 1915, at the
Sultan Bayazid Squarein Istanbul.

“Uruguay was one of the first
countries to recognize the Genocide.
We have commemorated the killings
with a number of events this year,”
Mayor of Montevideo AnaOliverasaid,
stressing that Uruguay maintains* close
ties with the Armenian community.”

The Uruguayan government re-
cently submitted a bill on cooperation
with Armeniain the sector of tourism
to the parliament.

Archbishop of the Armenian Ap-
ostolic Church Hakob Kellendjian, rep-
resentatives of the Hunchakian Central
Committeeandtheconsulateof Armenia
to Uruguay attended the movie screen-
ing at Montevideo's Solis Theatre.

UK House of Lords Holds Debate on
Armenian Genocide Recognition

LONDON — OnJune16, theUK
House of Lords held a debate on the
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide, Public Radio of Armeniareports.

“Her Mgjesty’s Government rec-
ognizestheterriblesufferinginflictedon
the Armenian people and other groups
livinginthe Ottoman Empireintheearly
20th century,” James Stopford, the Earl
of Courtown, said in response to a
guestion by Baroness Caroline Cox on
the Government plans to recognize the
killings of Armenians, Greeks and
Assyrians in 1915 as genocide.

“While remembering and honor-
ing the victims of the past, we believe
that the UK’ spriority should beto help
the peoples and Governments of Tur-
key and Armenia to face their joint
history together,” he added.

Baroness Cox reminded that over
20 states have recognized the Genaocide,
including France, Canada, Poland, leand
Austria, as well as the European Parlia-

ment and the Welsh Assembly, on the
basis of irrefutable evidence of the sys-
tematic slaughter of 1.5 million Arme-
nians, Greeks and Assyrians. Noting
that His Holiness Pope Francis has em-
phasized the necessity of genocide rec-
ognition for healing, reconciliation and
moving forward, she asked whether Her
Majesty’ s Government would seriously
consider reviewing their position.

“Her Majesty’s Government is
aware of HisHolinessthe Pope'scom-
ments during the pal mass to com-
memorate the victims of 1915, which
washeldin Rome. Werespect hisview
and agree that it is important to face
the lessons of history with courage
and do all we can to prevent such
atrocities. Her Majesty’ s Government
reviewed their position of recognition
in 2013 and, at present, we have no
plans to conduct another review,” the
Earl of Courtown said.

Lord Lyndon Harrison noted, in
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Red Hail: Works by Armenian Photographers

on Display at Kafka House in Prague

PRAGUE (Armradio) -- Works
by Armenian photographers are on
display at Franz Kafka's House in
Prague within the framework of the
Prague Quadrinale.

“The last room on the third floor
of the Kafka house definitely makes
one thing clear: Scenography is much
morethan stage design for theater. Itis
the art of combining images, sounds
and objects to create something new,”
The Deutsche Welle writes.

The Armenian photographer
Vahan Stepanyan and his three col-
|eagues took 50,000 photos of school-
girlswith dollsintheruinsof achurch
and used 10,000 of them for an eerie
film they show in Prague as part of the
installation, “Red Hail... because it
never ends.”

The photos are based on docu-
ments of the Norwegian missionary
Bodil Katharine Biorn, who worked in
Armeniain an orphanagein 1905. One
year, she raised money in Norway to
give each of the girlsadoll for Christ-

mas and photographed all the happy
children with their new toys.

After the 1915 massacres of the
Armenian people, Mother Katharine —
as she was called — tried to find out
what happened to those girls. She
couldn’t find a single one of them.
They had all been murdered. Alto-
gether, 500,000 children were among
the victims of the massacre.

“We've been wanting to work
with these photos for a long time.
Bodil Katharine Biorn’s grandson
gave us access to the approximately
60 surviving shots in a Norwegian
Archive,” explained Stepanyan. The
black-and-white film they made al so
features sacred music specially writ-
ten by the Armenian composer Tigran
Hamasyan.

The soundtrack for the new
staged picturesrevivesthe atmosphere
of the original ones, as if time had
stopped and still held the laughter of
these children. The result is a very
aesthetic and moving work of art.

turn, that “it is true that it was geno-
cide that was practiced on the Arme-
nians and other peoples in 1915.” He
emphasized the necessity of bringing
together the Armenians and Turks in
order to find reconciliation.

James Stopford said in response:
“We are trying to promote links be-
tween Turkey and Armeniain a num-
ber of ways. We have had a successful
exchange of Turkish and Armenian
Chevening alumni, who have visited
each others’ countries for the first
time. Wehavealsotargeted funding on
projectssuch as CivilNet TV, whichis
amediasourcefor Turkey-related news
inArmenia.”

“Inaddition, wehavesupported an
initiative of our Armenian NGO to pub-
lish a book of personal stories from
survivors about Turks who saved the
livesof Armeniansduring the massacres

and deportations of 1915,” he said.

“Qur priority should be to pro-
mote reconciliation between the
peoples and Governments of Armenia
and Turkey and to enable the two
countries to face their joint history
together,” the Earl of Courtown said.
Inthiscontext, hesaid“it’ spleasing to
see MPs of Armenian background in
the Turkish Parliament.”

Speaking about the Karabakh
conflict, James Stopford said: “The
status quo is not sustainable.”

“Twenty-one years have now
passed since the ceasefire brought the
active phase of the conflict to an end.
For over 20 years the parties have not
been able to reach a peace settlement.
That has also meant over 20 years of
continued hostility, hatred and suffer-
ing. The status quo is certainly not
sustainable,” he stated.

S.D. Hunchakian Party Demands

Continued frompagel

During his speech marking the
100th anniversary in Los Angeles on
June 14, 2015, the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Central Committee
Chairman Mr. Hagop Dikranian stated
that the Party will formally demand
from Turkey the return the remains of
20 Hunchakian Martyrs.

Mr. Dikranian stated, “Today on
this stage, on behalf of the Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party, | an-

nouncethat wewill soon be submitting
an official demand to the relevant au-
thoritiesin Turkey, tofirstidentify and
then surrender the Hunchakian twenty
martyrs' remains to us.”

Stressing that the party iscommit-
ted and determined to accomplish this
undertaking Mr. Dikranian further stated
that, “The return of the Twenty
Hunchakian Martyrs and their burial in
Y erablur national cemetery inArmeniais
amoral issueand amatter of principlefor
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party.”
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SARF Launches #AleppoStrong Challenge

#ALEPPO

JOIN THE

SARF 100K+ CHALLENGE
CAN YOU RAISE $1,000 IN 100 DAYS

Make A Difference In The Lives Of Your
Syrian-Armenian Brothers And Sisters In War-Torn Syria

VOLUNTEER TODAY

TEXT LIS AT 818-B59-0822

LOS ANGELES — Dear Supporters. Today we call on you to accept
our call to action by joining the #AleppoStrong Challenge.
#AleppoStrong isagrassroots fundraising campaign whereindividuals

volunteer to rai se donations, hel ping make adirect impact on the lives of our
brothers and sisters in war-torn Syria.
SARF calls on You, your family, your children, your friends to each
take on the challenge of raising $1,000 in 100 days. That’s only $10 a day!!
Whether it’s a book campaign, emails, a call to friends and family, or
asimple cake-bake fundraiser —all are aimed to raise much-needed fundsfor
our community facing the daily struggle of survival in Aleppo, Kessab, and

the many regions throughout Syrial

Call or text

Volunteer today! Join the#AleppoStrong campaign to help our commu-
nities in Syria endure the misery of constant shelling, lack of basic living
necessities, and most importantly their struggle to survive!

Areyou up to the #AleppoStrong Challenge!
today at
info@syrianarmenianrelieffund.org or
www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org to find out more and to sign up.

818-859-0822,

email us at
visit us at

Glendale Adventist Med Ctr, Armenia Fund
Join Forces for Noyemberyan Hospital

LOS ANGELES — Armenia Fund
U.S. Western Region has announced a
specid partnershipwithGlendaleAdventist
Medical Center (GAMC) withtheaim of
upgrading the public health services of
thenorthern part of the Tavush Regionin
the Republic of Armenia.

In partnership with Armenia
Fund, the joint effort focuses on es-
tablishing asister hospital relationship
between Glendale Adventist Medical
Center and the Noyemberyan Hospital .
The purpose isto bring the two hospi-
tals together with the aim of boosting
Armenia srural medical care.

The project will entail aseries of
medical missions with American doc-
tors from GAMC providing advanced
care and surgical interventions in
Noyemberyan. Inaddition, GAMCwill
provide continuing medical education,
equipment, supplies and pharmaceuti-
cals to the hospital and its doctors.
Plans are already underway in linking
the two hospitals with state-of-the-art
telemedicineequipment —allowing for
Noyemberyan doctors and staff to
consultwithleadingspecialistsat Glen-
dale Adventist Medical Center.

The Noyemberyan Hospital was
completely refurbished by Armenia
Fund in 2010 and continuesto provide
critically needed medical care for
Noyemberyan and the surrounding 30
villagesin theregion. Located 3 miles
from the border, the hospital has 60
beds with 30 doctors and 160 nurses
and support staff.

In May 2015, Kevin Roberts,
President/CEO of Glendale Adventist

Medical Center, Dr. Arby Nahapetian,
Vice President of Medical Affairs &
Quality and Dr. Simon Keushkerian,
immediate past Chief of Staff, visited
the Noyemberyan Hospital on a joint
assessment visit with Armenia Fund.
Duringtheir first visit theteam had the
opportunity to carry out a needs as-
sessment and closely bonded with the
medical professionalsof the hospital —
all with the purpose of jointly improv-
ing medical care for the thousands of
residentslivingin Armenia srural bor-
derlinecommunities.

At the very moment, the teams
are working on the first medical mis-
sion for the fall of 2015.

“1 was personally overjoyed and
blessed by the Armenian people, the
culture and the country. We arrived in
the blush of spring time so the wild-
flowerswereblooming and everything
was green. | will never forget the
hospitality and thewarmth. AsaChris-
tian, | was inspired by learning the
determination of the Armenian people
over the centuries. The zeal to uphold
Christ, even under the most drastic
and persistent persecution, strength-
ened my faith”, stated Kevin Roberts,
upon his return from Armenia.

“Wearewhol eheartedly thankful
to Glendale Adventist Medical Center
for choosing to partner with Armenia
Fund on this important mission. With
God’'s blessing, without any doubt,
thispartnershipwill translatetoamore
healthy, vibrant Tavush”, stated
Antranik Baghdassarian, President of
Armenia Fund U.S. Western Region.
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Pianist Tigran Hamasyan Performs
Armenian Chants and Verses at Ani Ruins

Award-winning Armenian jazz
pianist Tigran Hamasyan performed a
concert on June 21 inthehistoric ruins
of Ani, the medieval Armenian capital
located on the Turkish-Armenian bor-
der, the Hurriyet Daily News reports.

Within the scope of his project
titled “Luys i Luso,” Hamasyan will
perform in various Turkish provinces
until June 30. He will also give con-
certs at 100 churches in Armenia,
Georgia, Lebanon, France, Belgium,
Switzerland,Czech Republic, England,
Germany, Luxembourg, Russia and
the U.S.

The next two concerts will take
place in Akhtamar on June 23 and in
Diyarbakir Church of St. Giragos on
June 25. The end of the project in
Turkey will takeplacewithintheframe-
work of thejazz festival in I stanbul on
June 30.

Hamasyan, 27, who started play-
ing piano at the age of three and won
theMontreux Jazz Festival in 2003 and
the Thelonious Monk Institute piano
contest at the age of 18, performs

traditional Armenian musicin hiscon-
certs.

The 90-minute event at the an-
cient ruins drew great interest from
the audience. The master pianist was
accompanied by the Yerevan State
Chamber Music Choir under the baton
of Harutyun Topikyan.

Tamar Nalci, the project coordi-
nator at Anadolu Kltdr, which orga-
nized Hamasyan' s concertsin Turkey,
said the first concert of the program
was performed in Ani, and continued:

“Hamasyan is famous Armenian
jazz pianist. He gives mini concertsin
historic places and churches in many
parts of the world, accompanied by
the Armenian State Chamber Choir.
This is a church music concert. He is
taking the stage with a team of 25
persons. At the sametime, adocumen-
tary filmisbeing made on thisprocess.
The documentary team records these
concerts. What is happening hereis a
historic moment because Armenians
have an emotional time due to their
pastin Ani.”

Protests Stay Peaceful But Demands Unresolved

Continued frompagel

Most protesters sought to avoid
further confrontations with police af-
ter a violent clash June 22, staying
behind arow of large trash containers
police placed across the road as a
barricade.

More than a dozen lawmakers,
actors, and show business representa-
tives stationed themselves between the
protesters and rows of police officers
through the night in an effort to prevent
another forcible dispersal of the crowd.

Whileall sidessought to keep the
protests peaceful, there was no visible
progress toward resolving demands
that have provoked the worst unrest
the country has seen in years.

Oneof itsleadersof No To Plun-
der, Vaghinak Shushanian, said the
protests will continue until the Arme-

nian authorities revoke a decision by
state regulators to raise electricity
prices by more than 16 percent. He
said the police crackdown only in-
creased the number of people attend-
ingitsrallies.

“We are not in a hurry,”
Shushanian told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service(Azatutyun.am).“Wehaveone
month and ten days.”

The new energy tariffs set by the
Public Services Regulatory Commis-
sion last week are supposed to take
effect on August 1.

Protests also were held in other
townsacrossArmenia, including Gyumri,
Charentsavan, Abovyan, and Ashtarak.

In addition to sit-ins and rallies,
the protests sometimes took the form
of "automobile marches.” Protests are
also.planned in some Armenian com-
munities abroad.
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