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Armenian Constitutional Change Could
Allow Use of ‘Deadly’ Force by Authorities

YEREVAN -- Armenian opposi-
tion leaders accused the authorities on
Monday of seeking tofacilitatetheuse
of lethal force against dissent through
one of the draft constitutional amend-
mentsthat were made publiclast week.

The amendment put forward by
an ad hoc commissionformed by Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian complements
Article 23 of Armenia’s existing con-
stitution which guarantees people’s
righttolife. It saysthat Armenianscan
be deprived of lifein casesinvolving a
“use of force that is absolutely neces-
sary”

Vartan Poghosian, a member of
the presidential commission, denied any
political motivesbehindthisclausewhen
presented a package of proposed consti-
tutional changes to reporters last week.
He said such provisions can befoundin
European conventions and laws enacted
by some Western nations.

Oppositionfiguresrejected thisex-
planation, saying that the Sarkisian ad-
ministration is ssmply keen to legitimize
the past and future violent crackdowns

on anti-government street protests.

“ State bodies would be given the
right to deprive people of lifein cases
wherethey think itisabsolutely neces-
sary,” said Levon Zurabian, the deputy
chairman of the Armenian National
Congress (HAK). “Thisis a disgrace-
ful thing. This is a constitution for
murderers.”

“The authorities are now creat-
ing a legal environment that would
allow them to justify such killings,”
Zurabiantold RFE/RL’ sArmenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am).

ArmenMartirosian, aleadingmem-
ber of another opposition party,
Zharangutyun (Heritage), cited March
2008 crackdown when he condemned
the draft amendment in question. He
claimed that it is part of Sarkisian's
broader effortsto prolong hisrulethrough
a sweeping constitutional reform.

Thekey element of that reformis
Armenia’s transition to a parliamen-
tary system of government envisaging
apowerful primeminister andalargely
ceremonial president of the republic.

Voice of America Interview with

Congresswoman Jackie Speier
Armenian Genocide Recognition by the US is my

duty before my Mother’s Memory

WASHINGTON, DC —The Ar-
menian serviceof theVoiceof America
conducted an interview with Arme-
nian-American member of the U.S.
Congress, Jackie Kanchelian-Speier.
Following is excerpts from the inter-
view:

—Congresswoman K anchelian-
Speier, you are one of the unique
members of the US Congress, who
has an Armenian origin. Does this
fact put any additional responsibil-
ity on you?

—My mother was Armenian. She
died when she was 94. Since the early
years she told me about the Armenian
Genocide and the memories, trans-
ferred to me from my ancestors, have
followed me for my wholelife. | note
with pain that our country has not yet
recognized the first genocide of the
20th century. Thus, the recognition of
the Armenian Genocideisanimportant
issue, which | considered to be a duty
before my mother’s memory.

-You visited Armenia as a
member of delegation representing
the United States at the Armenian
Genocide commemor ation events.
What impressions did you get?

-Along with oneof my colleagues
of Armenian descent, Anna Eshoo, |
represented the United Statesin Arme-
nia. | feel deeply offended that my
country has not recognized the Geno-
cide yet. | believe the United States
should acknowledge the Genocide in

order to remain true to the Armenian
community’s and to its own values.

— Concerning the assistance of
the United States of America, allo-
cated to Armenia: isnot it the time
for the USto help Armenia develop
economically, instead of allocating
humanitarian aid?

—Both of them should be contin-
ued. Theassistance of theUnited States
to Armeniahas reduced by half during
the last 5 years, making 20 million
from 44. Thus, the assistance, allo-
cated to Armenia, has reduced and the
support to other countries has signifi-
cantly increased. | think that the assis-
tance to Armenia is very important.
The country is in blockade and we
understand that Armenia maintains
strong relations with the Russian Fed-
eration, though the United States of
Americaaswell should maintain close
relationswith Armenia.

EU Chief: New Accord with Armenia
will Strengthen Cooperation with Europe

Y EREV AN — European Council
President Donald Tusk met with Ar-
menianleadersinY erevan on Monday,
reaffirming the European Union’s
readiness to continue deepening rela-
tions with Armenia despite its recent
accessionto Eurasian Economic Union
(EEU) bloc.

Tusk said Brusselsand Y erevan
will soon open official negotiationson
a new agreement which would not
contradict Armenia’s membership
commitmentstothe EEU. But hecited
no dates for the start and completion
of those talks. The new accord that

Armenia and the EU will sign will
satisfy both sides, the president of the
European Council said in Yerevan.
“The European Union wishes to
strengthen cooperation with Armenia
inall spheresof mutual interest. At the
same time, Armenia has chosen not to
make use of the European Union’s
offer of an Association Agreement
including a Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Agreement. Thisisachoice
that the European Unionfully respects.
We still stand ready to deepen our

Continued on page4

Armenia Unveils U.S.-Backed
Energy Security Plan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian government officially un-
veiled on Wednesday a long-term en-
ergy security strategy for Armenia
that has been drawn up with financial
and technical assistance provided by
the United States.

The 20-year plan envisages the
country’s continued heavy reliance on
nuclear energy and major reforms of
the Armenian energy sector whose
grave financial troubles were instru-
mental in recent dramatic street pro-
testsin Yerevan.

PrimeMinister Hovik Abrahamian,
Energy Minister Y ervand Zakharianand
one of his deputies, Areg Galstian, pre-

sented the document at a meeting with
government officials, lawmakers, civil
society members and Y erevan-based
foreign diplomats. According to
Zakharian, it is based on a “deep and
comprehensive analysis’ of the sector
that was launched by Armenian and
U.S. energy expertsin May 2014. The
study has been financed by the U.S.
Agency for International Development.

“Through the implementation of
this program we will have a safe,
reliable and stable energy system, suf-
ficient electricity production for the
domestic market and exports, a stable

Continued on page4
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Lavrov: Time to Intensify Nagorno-

Karabakh Peace Process

MOSCOW — International me-
diators should step up their efforts to
broker a solution to the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov said on Friday
during talks in Moscow with his
Azerbaijani counterpart Elmar
Mammadyarov.

“There are grounds to think that
now isthetimeto intensify our efforts
at the settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh problem,” Russian news
agencies quoted Lavrov as saying.

He said Russia believes it can
help the conflicting parties make more
progress towards a peace deal to-
gether with the United States and
France, the two other co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group. “We remain in
constant touch with them, and they
regularly communicated with us,” he
added, according to TASS.

Mammadyarov was cited by an-
other Russian news agency, RIA
Novosti, as saying that this week’s
landmark agreement ending a long-
running international dispute over
Iran’s nuclear program bodes well for

a Karabakh settlement. No other de-
tails of the talks were reported.
Lavrov and Mammadyarov met
ahead of next week’s visit to the con-
flict zoneby U.S., Russian and French
diplomatsco-chairingthe OSCE Minsk
Group. The diplomats were in Wash-
ington last week, holding meetings at
the U.S. State Department and Na-
tional Security Council on the current
state of the Karabakh peace process.

South Korea MPs Visit
Armenian Genocide Memorial

YEREVAN. —A delegationfrom
the South Korea-Armenia Friendship
Group at the National Assembly (NA)
of South Korea, and led by the head of
this group, Noh Y oung-min, isin Ar-
menia on an official visit.

The delegation on Friday vis-
ited the Armenian Genocide Me-
morial in capital city Yerevan. The
South Korean M Ps were accompa-
nied by the head of the Armenia-
South Korea Friendship Group at
the NA of Armenia, Samvel
Farmanian, as well as Armenia’'s
Ambassador to Japan and South
Korea, Hrant Poghosian.

The South Korean deputies—on
behalf of the South Korea-Armenia
Friendship Group—placed awreath to
the Armenian Genocide Monument,
placed flowers near the eternal flame,
and stood in silence in memory of the
holy martyrs of this tragedy.

Theguestsalsovisited the Arme-
nian Genocide Museum-Institute, got
familiarized with the documents at-
testing to the fact of the genocide, and
viewed therespective photographsand
exhibits.They al so signed theguestbook
of the museum institute.

Later in the day, the South Ko-

rean parliamentary delegation held a
meeting with the President of the Na-
tional Assembly of Armenia Galust
Sahakian. Sahakian underscored the
development of Armenian-South Ko-
rean relations, and specially stressed
the deepening of parliamentary ties
between the two countries. He also
highly appreciated South Korea' s bal-
anced approach toward matters that
are of importanceto Armenia. In addi-
tion, Sahakian spoke about the Arme-
nian NA initiativeentitled“ Parliamen-
tarians against Genocide,” wherewith
the parliaments of the world are urged
to condemn genocides around the
world.

Noh Young-min, for his part,
noted that, after visiting the Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute, he had
experienced a great pain in seeing the
evidence of the tragedy that befell the
Armenian people. The head of the Ko-
rea-Armenia Friendship Group added
that his country and Armenia have
shared the same respective fate.

Noh Y oung-min presented to the
Armenian parliament leader his book
titled Contemporary Tragedies, thefirst
chapter of the book is devoted to the
Armenian Genocide.
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Karabakh Armenians Key To Peace Deal,
Says U.S. Envoy

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)—A “free
expression of the will” of Nagorno-
Karabakh’ spopulation must becritical
in determining the future internation-
ally recognized status of the disputed
territory, OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chair
James Warlick said on Monday.

Warlick thusreaffirmed one of the
key elements of the Basic Principles of
resolving Karabakh conflict that have
been put forward and repeatedly modi-
fied by the United States, Russia and
France over the past decade.

“There cannot be a comprehen-
sive settlement without it including a
statusfor Nagorno-Karabakh,” Warlick
said just hours before he and fellow
diplomats from Russia and France co-
chairing the OSCE Minsk Group met
with Armenian leadersin Y erevan.

“A part of a comprehensive
settlement could include status and
there will need to be afree expression
of thewill of the population of Nagorno-
Karabakh as part of that comprehen-
sive settlement,” he told reporters.

The Basic Principles envisage a
phased solution to the Armenian-
Azerbaijani dispute which would end
in a referendum in Karabakh. Its
mostly ethnic Armenian residents
would presumably be ableto vote for
secession from Azerbaijani or return
under Baku’srule.

While claiming to largely accept
this peace formula, Armenia and
Azerbaijanhaveyettoagreeondatesand
other practical modalities of the would-
be referendum. They have also dis-
agreed on other significant elements of
the proposed peace deal, notably atime-
table for Armenian withdrawal from
virtually al sevendistrictsin Azerbaijan
proper surrounding Karabakh.

“Nothing is agreed until every-

thing is agreed, and that’s what we
mean by acomprehensive settlement,”
stressed Warlick. “ One element of that
settlement will need to be the return of
the territories surrounding Nagorno-
Karabakh.”

“It’s clear that Armenia does not
plan to return territory without ad-
equate security guarantees,” he said.
Those guarantees include the deploy-
ment of multinational peacekeeping
troops in the conflict zone, added the
U.S. mediator.

Warlick also noted that the medi-
ating troika reckons with the position
of “the de facto authorities in
Stepanakert.” “ Their voicewill need to
be heard as part of any comprehensive
settlement,” he said.

Warlick and the two other Minsk
Group co-chairs, Russia’' s Igor Popov
and France's Pierre Andrieu, arrived
in Yerevan at the start of their latest
round of regional shuttle diplomacy
aimed at arranging a fresh meeting of
the Armenian and Azerbaijani presi-
dents later this year. The mediators
hope that such asummit will kick-start
the stalled peace process.

Reporters Without Borders Condemn Armenian

Authorities for Prosecuting Journalist

PARIS — Reporters Without
Borders (RSF), a Paris-based interna-
tional media watchdog, condemned
Armenianlaw-enforcement authorities
on Tuesday for prosecuting the editor
of a media outlet critical of them.

“Reporters Without Borders is
outraged that Kristine Khanumian, the
editor of the news website llur.am,
has been charged with refusing to
comply with acourt order to reveal her
source for a report about a case of
police abuse in June 2014,” RSF said
inastatement. “ Thisisthefirst timein
Armeniathat ajournalist hasbeen pros-
ecuted for refusing to name a source.”

The statement quoted Johann
Bihr, the head of RSF's Eastern Eu-
rope desk, as saying that the criminal
case is setting a* dangerous precedent
for mediafreedomin Armenia.”

“Theconfidentidity of sourcesisan
essential condition for journdistic free-
dom,” Bihr said. “Assuch, it is protected
bothby Armenianlaw and European Court
of Human Rights case law. We urge the
Specid Investigation Service(Sl S) towith-
draw this charge immediately.”

Thereportinquestionimplicated
the then police chief of Armenia's
Shirak province in aviolent attack on
two young men. The SIS ordered

Ilur.am as well as the Y erevan news-
paper “Hraparak” to disclose their
anonymous sources, saying that is
necessary for solving the case.

Both publications refused to com-
ply with the order backed by Armenian
courts. Khanumianwasformally charged
last week under an article of the Arme-
nian Criminal Codecarrying heavy fines
and up to two years in prison.

The young editor remained defi-
ant Tuesday. “Naturally, our position
remainsthe same,” shetold RFE/RL’s
Armenianservice(Azatutyun.am).”It's
a position that befits a responsible
mediaoutlet.”

“We cannot put at risk not only
our source but also freedom of speech
in general and set a precedent that
would leave other mediaoutletsfacing
thesameprobleminthefuture,” added
Khanumian.

Thecriminal chargesleveledagainst
her have also been criticized by the
editorsof leading Armenian newspapers
aswell as DunjaMijatovic, the Vienna-
based representative on press freedom
of the Organization for Security and
CooperationinEurope. “Membersof the
mediashould not be held liablefor pub-
lishing or disseminating information of
public interest,” she said.
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HayPost Opens First International Office
in Glendale

GLENDALE—OnJuly 21,2015
HayPost, Armenia’s national postal
operator, opened itsfirst international
officein Glendale, California.

Among the guests who at-
tended the official launch ceremony
were Armenian Minister of Trans-
port & Communication Gagik
Beglarian, the Mayor of Glendale
Ara Najarian, the directors & of-
ficers of HayPost and Corporacion
America(the company which man-
ages HayPost) and community rep-
resentatives.

Residents of California can
now send parcels to their friends
and relatives easier and faster, us-
ing the direct delivery service from
HayPost USA to HayPost in Arme-
nia.

“ShoplnAmerica’, abrand new
concept introduced by HayPost, will
grant residents of Armenia an open
access to shop and acquire goods
fromthe USA viatheofficein Glen-
dale and receive their purchases
directly in their cities or villages,
even in the most remote rural areas.

According to the CEO of

HayPost USA Juan Pablo Gechidjian,
the company will also provide money
transfer services, which will facili-
tate and formalize the process of
money remittances from USA to
Armenia and vice versa making it
faster, more reliable and affordable.

HayPost International aims to
create a stronger bond between Ar-
meniaand the Armenian Diasporain
USA, expanding the reach of
HayPost services beyond the bor-
ders of Armenia and establishing
new relationship and new service
opportunities between Armeniaand
its Diaspora.

HayPost USA office covers an
area of 3600 square feet (340 square
meters) and strategically located on
North Brand Boulevard, in the heart
of Glendale, acity well known for its
large and prominent Armenian popu-
lation. The new HayPost office is
fully in line with the branding stan-
dards of all renovated Armenian
HayPost offices. Equipped with the
state-of-art facilities and software
HayPost USA employs six fully
trained staff members.
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“Genocide after Genocide” Exhibition to be
Displayed at the European Parliament
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YEREVAN (Armradio.am) -- An
exhibitiontitled“ Genocideafter Geno-
cide” opened today at the Union of
Architects of Armenia. Thirty-two
postersin Armenianand English present
the monuments of Western Armenia
destroyed by Turkish authorities.

The exhibition was previously
displayed in Stepanakert, ljevan and
Vanadzor. Thisfall it will be taken to
Brussels and will be on display at the
European Parliament. It will later move
toother Europeancities,includingLyon

and Amsterdam.

Samvel Karapetyan, President of
the Research on Armenian Architec-
ture Fund, said at the opening cer-
emony that the initiative aims to show
what has been happening in our his-
toric homeland ever since 1915. Ac-
cording to him, the current genera-
tions must be informed about our cul-
tural legacy. “If the monuments are
endangered, we haveaduty to keep the
publicinformed about thecultural geno-
cide,” he said.

$1.8 Million Anonymous Donation to Three Organizations
for Humanitarian Projects in Armenia

Donor and sister Siona (left)

LOSANGELES—Ananonymous
benefactor recently donated nearly $1.8
million to three nonprofit organiza-
tionsthat operatein Armenia: Armenia
TreeProject (ATP), Armenian Ameri-
can Wellness Center (AAWC), and
Armenian EyeCare Project (AECP).
Each organization received one-third
of the generous gift.

"Too few help Armenia," the
anonymous donor said when explain-
ing the rationale for his donation.

He spoke at length about his de-
ceased family members, whose
memory he said he wanted to honor
with his generous donation, especially
duringthecentennial year of the Arme-
nian Genocide.

"This is not from me, but from
my father, my mother, and my sister,"
heexplained.

Hislast surviving family member
was his older sister, Siona, who died
last year, in September, in their unas-
suming California home. His mother,
Elmas, passed away in 1982, and his
father, Harry, in 1984.

Harry immigrated to the United
Statesfrom Kharpert, Armeniaaround
1912, prior to the Armenian Genocide,
and settled in Worcester, Mass. "He
always sent money to his father back
in Kharpert," the donor said of his
father. "Then, one day, the money
came back and he never heard from his
family again."

Elmas, hismother, wasalso born
in Kharpert, in 1905. Along with her
sister Varter, she spent approximately
five yearsin a Lutheran orphanage in
Kharpert, becoming proficientinthree
languages and learning to embroider.
"My mother came to the United States
and within ayear she began attending
school," he said.

Elmasand her sister werebrought
to Massachusetts in 1920 after their
aunt, who lived in the United States,
discovered that they were alive after
the Genocide.

When Harry asked for Elmas’'s
hand in marriage, he repaid Elmas’'s
aunt "every penny" of her travel costs
to America, the donor said. Those

pennies had come at a
huge cost to his dad,
who worked in the
Worcester nickel plating
factory: “At the time of
my father's death, hig
lungshad a most disinte-
grated,” he said.
In telling the
story, he tears up, re-
calling that his fathel
would give his mothel
only the best—the firstf™s
refrigerator, the first
television set, all theg

embroidery—yet hi
mother would always
mumble, in Armenian,gs
“Y esinchouchemgrna
ourakhella? (Why a
| unable to be happy?)
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ter, Sionaworked for a yapher placehiminthisphoto, which hehad brought tothe
title company. Shewas United Statesfrom K harpert

also a Sunday school
teacher there.

He, meanwhile, servedinthearmed
forces during World War 1l and was
stationed in Japan. “ That was the only
timel lefttheUSA. Interestingly, people
are the same everywhere,” he said. He
attended Clark University, in Worces-
ter, and became an accountant.

In 1972, to escape the harsh East
Coast winters, the family relocated
from Massachusetts to California.

After their move, Sionacould not
work; her brother, the anonymous
donor, took care of his sister until her
death. The siblings had been living in
what was essentially aglorified trailer
community ever sincethey had moved
to California. “We spent every day

together,” he recalls.

The donor was not involved in
the Armenian community, yet he knew
about the Diaspora's efforts made to
assist Armenia. He had read about the
three nonprofits—ATP, AAWC, and
AECP—andtheir humanitarian projects
inArmenia.

Ashishealth began deteriorating,
he made the decision to distribute his
family’ ssavingsto thethree organiza-
tions.

Explaining hisdonation, hecited
theBibleabout giving tothosein need,
and added: “1 have everything | need:
shelter, food, and awarm bed. Now, |
want to help my nation, the people of
Armenia.”
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CANOGA PARK, CA -- The
Board of Trustees of the Armenian
General Benevolent Union Manoogian-
Demirdjian School has announced the
appointment of Arpi Avanesian-Idolor
as the new principal of AGBU MDS.
Avanesian-ldolor will succeedretiring
Principal Hagop Hagopian, who has
successfully led the school for 29
years.

The Principal Search Committee
embarked upon an open and transpar-
ent process which included town hall
meetings with parents, students, and
teachers to identify a new leader who
exemplifies the characteristics and
qualifications valued by all the stake-
holdersof theschool. Avanesian-1dol or
stood out as the best candidate. She
has over 15 years of professional ex-
perience as an administrator and edu-
cator, including teaching and adminis-
trative experience ranging from pre-
school to high school. For the past six
years, Avanesian-ldolor hasalso served
asaBoard Member and Chairperson of
the Education Committee of the TCA
Arshag Dickranian Armenian School
Board. Since 2007, she has served as
the Executive Director of the private
L os Angeles Family School where she
has been responsible for the day-to-
day operationsof the school, including
curriculum, admissions, policies and
procedures. Inher new role, Avanesian-
Idolor will oversee and manage the
preschool, elementary and high school
divisionsof AGBU MDS.

“l1 am looking forward to being
able to contribute to a school with
such along-standing history of excel-
lence, collaborating alongside an ac-
complished community of educators,”
said Avanesian-ldolor.

Mrs. Avanesian-ldolor holdstwo
Bachelor of Arts Degrees from the
University of Southern California, one
in Political Science and the second in
History. She also holds a Masters of

Massis Weekly

A.G.B.U. Manoogian-Demirdjian School
Appoints Arpi Avanesian-Idolor as Principal

Arts Degree from the California State
University, Northridge in Secondary
Education, Curriculum and Instruc-
tion, in addition to a California clear
teaching credential. Shehasalso earned
two certificatesfrom UCLA Extension
in Advanced Core Early Childhood
Educationand Basic CoreEarly Child-
hood Education, both with distinction.

The Board of Trustees and the
school community give a warm wel-
come to Avanesian-ldolor in her new
role as the Principal of AGBU MDS
and look forward to working with her.
Please join usin congratulating her as
she begins her responsibilities com-
mencing in the 2015-2016 academic
year.

A.G.B.U. Manoogian-Demirdjian
School began in 1976 as St. Peter-
AGBU Day School with an enrollment
of 19 pupils and a staff of three teach-
ers. Since then, it has grown into an
accredited, state-of-the-art college-
preparatory academy with close to
700 students, nearly 100 highly quali-
fied educators, and a dedicated sup-
port staff. For additional information
visit http://www.agbumds.org/.

EU Chief: New Accord with Armenia

Continued frompagel

relations by working together to open
markets and by advancing on demo-
cratic reforms, economic growth, re-
gional integration, a better business-
investment climate, and sustainable
development. In short a broad reform
agenda.” Tusk saidMonday inY erevan
at ajoint newshbriefing with Armenian
president Serzh Sarkisian.

Tusk also said some changes
should be made to EU-sponsored East-
ern Partnership program to make its
format comfortable to all involved
countries, including Armenia.

“Europe’ sspecializationistohelp
the neighboring countries, not to im-
pose its proposals and decisions, to
not show economic aggression,” said
Tusk.

President Sarkisian, in turn, said
when the Eastern Partnership was
launched it was clear that approaches
to member countries should be differ-
ent.

“Wehave noted with satisfaction
that a differentiated approach to the
mutually beneficial cooperation with
six countries of the Eastern Partner-

ship was displayed during the Riga
summit. We hope for an early start of
negotiations on a new document,
which will open a new chapter in our
relations,” Sarkisian said, asquoted by
his press service.

The Armenian|eader emphasized
that Yerevan is interested in further
development of relations and long-
term constructive dialogue with the
European Union, one of its most im-
portant partners.

The president of the European
Council also referred to the conflict in
Nagorno-Karabakh. He said that “re-
cent negative trends are a cause for
concern”. Tusk added that “ The peace-
ful resolution of thisconflict remainsa
priority for the European Union. The
European Union supports the negotia-
tions aimed at settling the conflict led
by the OSCE Minsk Group. We sup-
port further dialogue between Armenia
and Azerbaijan, including at the high-
est level —at your level Mr. President.
It is critical to respect the ceasefire
strictly, to exercise restraint on ac-
tions and statements, and to create an
atmosphere conducive to progress in
the conflict settlement.”

July 25, 2015

Merdinian School Begins Construction of
New Building
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SHERMAN OAKS--TheC& E
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School
held a groundbreaking ceremony at
4:00 p.m., on July 8th, to launch con-
struction of the new Bezjian Family
Building at its Sherman Oaks campus.
This state-of-the-art 6,840 square foot
structure replaces the old administra-
tion building. It featuresalibrary, sci-
ence laboratory, art room, several
classroomsand other facilitiesto serve
theongoing needsof the school'sgrow-
ing student population.

The project was made possible
through the generosity of Mr. and
Mrs. Albert and Terry Bezjian of Los
Angeles, founders of Indo-European
Foods of Glendale, who donated one
milliondollarstothe C & E Merdinian
Armenian Evangelical School of
Sherman Oaks, Californiafor this pur-
pose.

The ceremony began with open-
ing remarks by Dr. Vahe Nalbandian,
Chairman of the Board of Directors,
who wholeheartedly thanked Mr. &
Mrs. Albertand Terry Bezjianfor their

support. Rev. Berdj Djambazian, the
newly appointed Minister tothe Arme-
nian Evangelical Union of North
America (AEUNA), prayed for the
Lord's blessing for the project. Dr.
Nazareth Darakjian, President of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America, Inc. (AMAA), delivered an
inspiring message about the impor-
tanceof an Armenian Evangelical edu-
cation and quoted from the book of
Psalmsthat "UnlesstheLord buildsthe
house, in vain work the builders". The
ceremony concluded with a prayer by
Rev. Ron Tovmassian, Moderator of
the AEUNA, after which the attendees
gathered in the Aram and Anahis D.
BoolghoorjianHall of the School for an
informal reception to celebrate the
event.

The Board of Directors and Ad-
ministration of theschool areextremely
grateful toMr.and Mrs. Albert Bezjian
for thismost generousgift. A donation
of thismagnitude is atestimony to the
benefactors' confidence in the bright
future of the school.

Armenia Unveils U.S.-Backed Energy Security Plan

Continued frompagel

financial situation, predictable tariffs,
and adecreasein losses,” the minister
told the audience.

In Galstian’s words, all “sce-
narios” for energy sector development
outlined in the program support the
Armenian government’s plans to ex-
tend the operations of the Metsamor
nuclear power station by 10 years and
replace it by a new nuclear facility in
2027. Metsamor’'s sole functioning
reactor accounts for around 40 per-
cent of Armenian electricity output.

Both the U.S. and the European
Unionhavelongconsidered Metsamor’s
sole functioning reactor inherently un-
safe, pressing the authoritiesin Y erevan
to decommission it as early as possible.
They have at the same time financed
major safety upgrades that have been
carried out at Metsamor for the past
two decades.

“In order to maintain the current
level of the country’ s energy security,
the Republic of Armeniawill continue
to develop atomic energy,” stated
Abrahamian.

Galstiansaid thegovernment will
also assist in the construction of new
thermal-power plants starting in 2018.
He said they are needed for replacing
the country’s largest and most out-
dated thermal power plant located in

the central town of Hrazdan.

The World Bank warned earlier
thisyear that Armeniacould facepower
shortages unless it builds at least one
such gas-fired facility in the coming
years. Its energy experts said that the
combined capacity of all Armenian
power plantswould otherwisefall short
of nationwide demand by 2026.

In his speech, Abrahamian said
his government will also embark on
“new reforms’ to try to address the
“difficult financial situation” of the
domestic power generating and dis-
tributing facilities. He clearly referred
to more than $225 million in debts
accumulated by the Electric Networks
of Armenia(ENA), the Russian-owned
national power utility.

The ENA has posted growing
losses in the last few years despite
repeated increasesin electricity prices
approved by stateregulators. The most
recent price hike, which was sup-
posed to take effect on August 1,
sparked last month two-week nonstop
demonstrations in Yerevan. Their
mostly young participants believe that
the ENA’s troubles are the result of
corruption and mismanagement, rather
than low energy tariffs.

The government responded to
the protests by effectively suspending
the more than 17 percent pricerise for
consumers.
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Save the Date

NOV. 7, 2015-Saturday, St. Peter Church Ladies Society 57th Annual
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Mark Your Calendars
Swjumnuih Utluwpunetwt Opnwg @ULSOD
Utygwuntduptp 20, 2015

SUNDAY MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Armenlian Independence Day FESTIVAL

To reserve your booth

please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
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(818) 391-7938




