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Bishop Krikor Gabroyan Elected News
Patriarch of the Armenian Catholic Church

BEIRUT — Bishop Krikor
Ghabroyan (Emeritus Bishop of the
Eparchy of France) was elected the
new Patriarch of the Armenian Catho-
lic Church. The new Patriarch has
assumed the name Grégoire Pierre X X.

Thecelebration of itsinstallation
will beon August 9in Lebanon. It will
carry thetitle of “ Catholicos-Patriarch
of Ciliciaof the Armenians”. the patri-
archal headquarters is located in the
convent of Bzommar and hisresidence
inBeirut.

Pope Francis has sent a mes-
sage of congratulations to the new
Armenian Catholic Paticarch of
Cilicia, hisBeatiude Grégoire Pierre
XX Ghabroyan.

In the message Pope Francis ex-
pressed hopethat hisnew ministry will
bear many fruits, adding that his elec-
tions comes at a time when the Arme-
nian church isconfronted with various
difficultiesand challenges, theVatican
Radio reported.

Pope Francis referred to the ter-
ribleordeal sthat some Armenian Catho-
licsinthe Middle East are facing. But
he added that “illuminated by the light
of faith in the risen Christ, our vision
of theworld isfull of hope and mercy,
because we are certain that the Cross
of Jesus is the tree that gives life”.

Bishop Krikor Ghabroyan, born
November 15, 1934 in Aleppo, Syria.
He was ordained a priest March 28,

1959, appointed Bishop 3 January
1977. He was consecrated bishop 13
February 1977.

HisBeatitude Grabroyan studied
at the Minor Seminary of the Institute
of Bzommar Patriarchal clergy; thento
the College of the Marist Brothers of
Jounieh (Lebanon); Armenian Leone
Pontifical Collegein Rome; and at the
Pontifical GregorianUniversity inRome

Its various departments were:
School Director St. Mesrob Bourj
Hammoud (1960 — 1969), rector of the
minor seminary of Bzommar (1969 —
1976), General Treasurer of the Insti-
tute of the patriarchal clergy of
Bzommar (1976) . Armenian Apostolic
Exarch of France (1977 — 1986) and
Eparch of the same diocese (1986-
2013). Since his retirement, he had
retired from the Paris region.

Diaspora Minister Hranush Hakobian Calls
on Syrian Armenians to Leave the Country

Y EREV AN (RFE/RL)— Authori-
tiesin Yerevan arenot in aposition to
ensure an orderly evacuation of ethnic
Armeniansfrom war-torn Syriawhere
the situation has lately gone from bad
to worse, Diaspora Minister Hranush
Hakobian said on Wednesday .

Talking to RFE/RL’s Armenian
Service (Azatutyun.am), theofficial in
charge of Armenia’s ties with ethnic
Armenian communitiesworldwidesaid
that no country intheworld, including
Armenia, organizes evacuations at a
state level. “Because it amounts to
telling the enemies where you are go-
ing to gather so that they can send
bombs there,” she explained. “Both
politically and interms of security one
should not say such a thing.”

Hakobian recently returned from
Lebanon where she met with local
Armenian religious leaders and dis-
cussed thesituationin Syria, acountry
that was home to up to 80,000 ethnic
Armenians, most of them descendants
of survivors of the 1915 genocide in
Ottoman Turkey, before the outbreak
of a bloody conflict there in 2011.

Syria's ethnic Armenian com-
munity is thought to have shrunk by
more than half in the last four years,
with some 13,000 Syrian Armenian

nationals moving to Armenia.

Thousands of ethnic Armenians
still remainin Syria swar-ravaged city
of Aleppo and elsewhereinthecountry
where an estimated 320,000 people
have been killed during the four years
of conflict.

According to Hakobian, at the
moment “itisneedlesstotalk about the
preservation of alarge community ina
devastated country.” She added that
the ethnic Armenians who remain in
Syria today are “mostly people who
are trying to protect [Armenian] his-
torical and cultural values there.”

“Asaresult of our conversations
we send signals to our compatriots
that they should leave the country in
various ways, because the danger is
very high,” the Armenianminister said.

Meanwhile, many Syrian Arme-
nians apparently find it extremely dif-
ficult to get out of the country.

Diaspora Minister Hakobian in-
sisted that Syrian Armenianswill not be
provided anywhere in the world with as
much assistance as they will find in
Armenia. She emphasized that authori-
tiesinY erevanaredoing everythingthey
can to help both ethnic Armenians who
remain in the war zone and those who
have moved to Armenia

French Government Bans all Decentralized

Cooperation of Local Authorities with
Karabakh

PARIS -- The French govern-
ment has banned all decentralized co-
operation of local authorities with
Karabakh without complying with in-
ternational commitments of France.

A circular issued July 2, 2015
recallsthe legal framework for decen-
tralized cooperation agreements. The
text is sent to prefects and High Com-
missioners was jointly signed by
Laurent Fabius Minister of Foreign
Affairsand International Development
and Bernard Cazeneuve, Minister of
the Interior.

Recalling that "some French lo-
cal authorities in recent months have
concluded cooperation agreements
with entitiesthat are not recognized by
the French Government" Circular
specifies the legal framework for de-
centralized cooperation agreements:

French-Circular- any coopera-
tion action must comply with theinter-
national commitments of France;

- In particular, local authorities
can not conclude contracts with a
foreign state, except in cases provided

by law or an entity not recognized by
theFrench StateincludingtheNagorno-
Karabakh or the Crimea or entities
posing as their local authorities;

- the authorities are required to
forward to the National Commission
of Decentralized Cooperation infor-
mation about their external actions.

In the procedure to settle the
Armenian-Azerbaijani difference, Oc-
tober 27, 2014, during the Summit on
Nagorno-Karabakh at the Elysee, "the
Armenian and Azerbaijani Presidents
agreed to continue their dialogue, in-
cluding at anew meeting in September
2015 on the sidelines of the General
Assembly of the United Nations in
New York. " (Elysee).

Responding to a question in the
National Assembly, on September 23,
2014, Laurent Fabius, Minister of For-
eign Affairs and International Develop-
ment, said: "Any sustainable solution to
this protracted conflict must respect the
principlesof non-use of force, territorial
integrity of States and the right to self-
determination of peoples.

Aliyev: Azerbaijan’s

Main Enemy is the

Armenian Lobby

BAKU -- Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev has stated that his coun-
triesmainenemy isthe Armenian|obby.
“TheArmenianlobby istryingtoprove
that thereisnodemocracy in Azerbaijan
and that human rights are allegedly
violated regularly, thus Armenian mi-
nority can’'t livehereinthefuture. It's
complete nonsense.” Aliyev made the
remarks on Tuesday during a meeting
with board membersof the Press Coun-
cil, APA reports.

“Azerbaijanisamultinational and
multi-confessional country. Peopl e of
all nationalities and religions coexist
inastate of brotherhoodin Azerbaijan.
Uniqueconditionswerecreated in our
country and it can be an example for
many countries. However, the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflictisthemain
thesisbehind thispropagandaand anti-
Azerbaijani campaign. Therefore, we
should promote Azerbaijan as mod-
ern, progressive, open, tolerant coun-
try in the world’s media. We should
also highlight both thehistorical reali-
ties and Azerbaijan’s position on the
Armenian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict,” Aliyev stated.

"It was Armenian separatists in
Nagorno Karabakh, backed by Armenia,
who launched the aggression against
Azerbaijan," hesaid. " Thefirstvictims
of that conflict were Azerbaijanis. This
aggression resulted in ethnic cleansing
and genocidein Khodjaly, and occupa-
tion of almost 20 percent of our terri-
tory. And there can be no justification
of this occupation.”

-

According to him the Armenian
people suffer from a criminal regime
of dictatorship. “This regime has put
the Armenian peoplein aterrible situ-
ation, that in order to overcomeit, you
may need 100 years. However, the
Armenian lobby day and night aretry-
ing to slander Azerbaijan, to under-
mine it's authority. They have broad
financial resources. They are closely
connected with the authorities of their
countries where they donate to the
legislators under the name of "lobby-
ing." But, infact, itis- abribe. Thus,
the Armenian lobby is at the forefront
of an organized campaign against us.”

Aliyev also claimed that not only
Nagorno-Karabakh but also Armenia
isnativeAzerbaijani land, accordingto
him, “the names of the absolute major-
ity of towns and villages in the terri-
tory of present-day Armenia are of
Azerbaijani origin, the Azerbaijani
people for centuries lived in these
lands."



Massis Weekly

August 1, 2015

Lifting of International Sanctions

Will Have Concrete Impact on

Armenian-Iranian Projects

Y EREV AN — Iranian Ambassa-
dor to ArmeniaMohammad Raiesi be-
lieves that the upcoming lifting of in-
ternational sanctions against Iran will
speed up theimplementation of itsjoint
energy projects with Armenia, echo-
ing similar statements by Armenian
officials.

“Rest assured that the lifting of
international sanctionsagainst Iranwill
have a concrete impact on Armenian-
Iranian projects,” said Reisi. “ After the
lifting of thesanctionsIranwill beable
to further develop its relations with
neighbors.”

“We have very good relations
with Armenia and those relations will
deep further,” he told a news confer-
ence on Friday in Yerevan.

Reisi announced in that context
that Iran’s First Vice-President Eshaq
Jahangiri is due to visit Y erevan next
month for talks that will focus on
bilateral commercial ties. He said
Jahangiri will primarily concentrateon
the planned construction of a new
high-voltagetransmissionlinethat will
enable Armeniato import much more
Iranian natural gas and pay for it with
electricity supplied to the Islamic Re-
public.

Armenia and Iran have signed
numerous projects, which have not,
however, been implemented. Accord-
ing to ambassador Raiesi, the projects
will prove beneficial to both countries
economies.

Among the projects are an elec-
tric energy exchange program, a hy-
dro-power plant project in Meghri,

North-South corridor construction
project and others.

The envoy implied that the Ira-
niangovernment will beabletofinance
the transmission line's construction
project after theanticipated unfreezing
of its overseas assets as part of a
sanctionsrelief envisaged by Tehran's
nuclear agreement with six world pow-
ers.

Thetransmissionline’ sconstruc-
tion was supposed to get underway in
2012. Armenian Deputy Energy Min-
ister Areg Galstian said last year that it
has been delayed because “the bank
financing it has run into difficulties.”

Both Armenian and Iranian offi-
cials have also blamed the sanctions
for repeated delaysin the $350 million
construction of a major hydroelectric
complex onthe Armenian-Iranian bor-
der. In particular, Reisi last year cited
serious restrictions on cash operations
between Armenian and Iranian banks
that were imposed by the Armenian
government.

Controversial Syunik Governor’s Son
Charged Over Brawl

YEREVAN — Controversial
Syunik governor Surik Khachatrian's
son Tigran has been detained in con-
nection with a May 2 incident in the
town of Goris in which a young man
was injured.

According to the Investigative
Committee of Armenia, Khachatrian,
22, issuspected of inflicting “grievous
bodily harm” on Harutiun Zakarian,
oneof thetwobrothersallegedly beaten
up by thegovernor’ ssonand hisfriends
in Goris on May 2.

The parents of Harutiun and
Mushegh Zakarians allege that the
“gang” led by Khachatrian used clubs
andironrodsinattacking their sons. In
the wake of the incident Harutiun was
hospitalized with injuries. Doctors re-
portedly could not save the sight of
one of his eyes.

The incident is believed to stem
from a “road rage” dispute involving
Khachatrian and one of the Zakarian
brothers. Khachatrianallegedly stopped
thecar driven by Harutiun Zakarianand

traffic violation. The stopped driver
protested and a quarrel began. It later
continued elsewhere in the southern
Armenian town and also involved
Harutiun’s brother.

According to investigators,
Khachatrian is suspected of com-
mitting actions punishable with a
prison term of 3 to 7 years under
Armenia's penal code. He was
charged under a relevant count on
Monday.

In 2013, Tigran Khachatrian was
prosecuted in connection with the
deadly shooting near hisfather’ s man-
sion in Goris. But investigators then
cleared him and his father’s body-
guard of any wrongdoing, saying that
both acted in self-defense.

Surik Khachatrian, who is also
notorious for his violent behavior, re-
signed from the post of Syunik’s gov-
ernor in the wake of that incident, but
was controversially reappointed in
September 2014.

Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian: Armenian
Military Unfazed by Azeri Threats

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Defense
Minister Seyran Ohanian on Friday
brushed aside Azerbaijan’s apparent
threats to shell Yerevan from its
Nakhichevan exclaveand warned Baku
against raising tensions on the
frontlines in the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict zone.

In a statement on Thursday
cited by Azerbaijani news agencies,
Azerbaijan’ s Defense Ministry com-
mented on Ohanian’s recent visit to
Armenian army units stationed along
Nakhichevan sections of the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border.

“The leadership of Armenia must
realize that from the territory of
Nakhichevan the Azerbaijani armed
forces are ready to destroy military fa-
cilitiesinArmenia, includingY erevan, at
any moment,” said the statement. It
emphasized the fact their weaponry in-
cludes Russian-made Smerch multiple-
launch rocket systems.

Oneof themost devastating weap-
onsof itskind, Smerch hasafiring range
of 90 kilometers, putting the Armenian
capital within reach of its rockets de-
ployed in Nakhichevan. Azerbaijan has
purchased dozens of such systems from
Ukraineand Russiaover the past decade.

Ohanian scoffed at the Azerbaijani
threats as he spoke to reporters in
Yerevan. “We thought that they are
engagedinconstructivethings,” hesaid.
“But instead of building, they aretrying

to destroy.”

“We have aready had such expe-
rience [of dealing with that,] by the
way,” he said, clearly alluding to
Azerbajan’ sdefeatinthe1991-1994 war
for Karabakh.

“A [real] destroyer would have
probably given up everything and re-
turned home to defend his fatherland
during the Artsakh (Karabakh) libera-
tion war,” Ohanian quipped in an ap-
parent jibe at Azerbaijani President
Ilham Aliyev or his defense minister,
Zakir Hasanov.

Unlike Aliyev and Hasanov,
Ohanian played a prominent role in the
war. The Karabakh-born minister was
gravely wounded in action in 1992 and
had one of hislegsamputated asaresult.

Serious truce violations along
Armenia’ sborder with Nakhichevan
were very rare until two Armenian
soldiers serving there were killed
by Azerbaijani sniper fire in June
2014. The Armenian military re-
portedly retaliated by significantly
moving forward its positions at an-
other section of the Nakhichevan
frontier. Armenian defense news
websites reported that roughly 100
square kilometers of neutral or con-
tested territory was placed under
Armenian control as a result.

The Armenian army reportedly
made more, albeit modest, territorial
gains in the area after one of its sol-

World Cup 2018 Qualifier:
Armenia Drawn with Romania, Denmark,

Poland, Montenegro and Kazakhstan

ST PETERSBURG — Europe’'s
52 entrants have learned their 2018
FIFA World Cup qualifying fate fol-
lowing the draw in St Petersburg on
Saturday.

All the UEFA national associations
were involved except for Russia, who
qualify automatically as hosts, and non-
FIFA members Gibraltar. They were
drawn into seven groups of six teams
andtwoof five. Armeniawill competein
Group E against Romania, Denmark,
Poland, Montenegro and Kazakhstan.

The nine group winners will ad-
vance directly to the final tournament,
with the eight best runners-up with the
best record against the teams first,
third, fourth and fifth in their groups
proceeding to play-offs to decide the
remaining four European berths.

World Cup 2018, Europe Quali-
fying Round Groups:

Group A: Netherlands, France,
Sweden, Bulgaria, Belarus, Luxem-
bourg

Group B: Portugal, Switzerland,
Hungary, Faroelslands, Latvia, Andorra

Group C: Germany, Czech Re-
public, N. Ireland, Norway, Azerbaijan,

FIFAWORLD CUP

RUSSIA 2018

San Marino

Group D: Wales, Austria, Serbia,
Republicof Ireland, Moldova, Georgia

Group E: Romania, Denmark,
Poland, Montenegro, Armenia,
Kazakhstan

GroupF: England, Slovakia, Scot-
land, Slovenia, Lithuania, Malta

Group G: Spain, Italy, Albania,
Israel, FY R Macedonia, Liechtenstein

Group H: Belgium, Bosnia
Herzegovina, Greece, Estonia, Cyprus

Group I: Croatia, Iceland,
Ukraine, Turkey, Finland

diers was killed and two others
wounded late last month. Earlier this
month, aY erevan-based video blogger
linked to the military posted footage of

Armenian servicemen fortifying an
apparently new post overlooking
Nakhichevan roads leading to nearby
Azerbaijani army positions.
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Armenian Genocide Monument in Fresno
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Vandalized

FRESNO — Three months after
theunveiling of the Armenian genocide
monument at Fresno State, the struc-
ture has been vandalized, the Fresno
Bee reports.

“The souls of the victims are
disturbed,” said Berj Apkarian, Honor-
ary Consul of the Republic of Armenia
in Fresno. Someone yanked one of the
panel from the monument Friday,
Apkariansaid.

Fresno State said they’re in-
vestigating the tampering of the
plagque. It wasunbolted but not taken,
and they said it will be re-installed
this week.

“The panel had alot of history,”
Apkarian said. “It’s very heartbreak-
ing and I'm so disappointed.” “I am
saddened by the recent vandalism at-
tempt at our beautiful Armenian Geno-

cide Memorial Monument,” said Jo-
seph Castro, President of Fresno State.
“| ask the campus and community to
join together in protecting our historic
monument.”

Apkarian plans to work with
Castro and police to find out who
vandalized themonument. Thepanel is
made of Spanish steel, Apkarian said.
“Thisisahate crime,” Apkarian said.
“It must betaken very seriously, and it
can't be tolerated.”

The monument was unveiled in
April to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the start of the Armenian
genocide.

“The monument has a symbolic
and historic importance for the com-
munity,” Apkarian said. “ The commu-
nity must take steps to not tolerate
such acts.”

Turkish Municipality Withdraws Support from
Science Congress for Using the Term ‘Genocide’

ISTANBUL (Agos)— A Munici-
pality in Turkey has withdrawn its
support to a Science Congress be-
cause of the use of the term “1915
Armenian and Assyrian Genocide” in
its call for attendance.

TheKaraburun Science Congress
had announced the title for its 10th
editionas‘ TheNatureof Capital: Geno-
cides, Massacres, Wars'. However,
theMunicipal Directorateof Karaburun,
a district of lzmir, has refused to
continue its support for the Congress
that will be held from 2 to 6 September
because of the term ‘the 1915 Arme-
nian and Assyrian Genocide’ used in
its call for attendance.

The Organization Committee of
the Karaburun Science Congress has
rel eased astatement on thewithdrawal
of support:

“The lands we live on, and the
people that inhabit these lands, are
direct victims and witnesses of these
crimes. From the 1915 Armenian and
Assyrian Genocide to Soma and
Ermenek [mining disasters] in 2014, a
chain of countless, unforgettable and
terrible massacresisthe manifestation
of this crimein Anatolia.”

“Although we repeatedly ex-
plained tothe current District Mayor
that the theme of the congresswould
be discussed in all its aspects and
from variousviewpoints, hedeclared
that he would not support our con-
gress. This means a considerable
restriction will be imposed on the
physical conditionsnecessary to hold

"HALIH GTAATED CLANAG HTMAS DAIVANT ADDEHD
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the sessions.”

“Althoughwewouldliketo offer
our gratitude for the support they have
given us so far, we regret to announce
that Karaburun District Municipality
will not feature among the supporting
institutions of the future editions of
our congress if they persist with this
negativedecision.”

The organizers stated that they
perceived theK araburun Peninsulanot
only as the site of the congress, but
also as a “site of social uprising, and
evenmoreimportantly, ahistorical site
where the knowledge of the working
classand all the repressed is produced
collectively” and added that the 11th
Karaburun Science Congress to be
held next year would be dedicated to
the memory of Sheikh Bedreddin and

Nazo Jerejian and Dzovag Keoshkerian
Hosted at RA Ministry of Diaspora
After Reaching Peak of Mount Ararat

YEREVAN -- On July 28, the
RA Ministry of Diasporahosted Prin-
ciple of AEBU Sahagian Levon
Meguerdichian College of Lebanon
Nazo Jerejian and 9th grade student
Dzovag Keoshkerian, who climbed
to the top of Mount Ararat just re-
cently. At 13 Dzovag is the youngest
Armenian girl to achieve this task.

Minister Hranush Hakobyan
greeted the guests and particularly
mentioned the following: “We have
gathered here today on a very special
occasion. Dzovag, 13, endeavored and
reached the peak of thebiblical Ararat.
One needs to have so much love,
willpower, the feeling of patriotism
and the aspiration to reach the top of
Ararat to take that daring step. | thank
Dzovag's parents for raising her to
become patriotic. | would like to ex-
press special gratitude to the school’s
principle. The school is where one
becomes an individual. Thanksto Ar-
menian schools, Armenian children of
the Diaspora decide to live as Arme-
nians and preserve the Armenian iden-
tity.”

Principal of the Sahagian Levon
Meguerdichian College Nazo Jerejian

expressed gratitude for the cordial re-
ception and high appreciation. “The
Ministry of Diaspora is the world’s
most proactive ministry. We see and
feel that. Thank you,” Jergjian said.

At dawn on July 21, Dzovag
Keoshkerian climbed to the top of
Mount Ararat. On the third day, she
reached the peak of the 5,165 meter
high biblical mountain and turned her
childhood dream into areality.

Russian Businessman German Sterligov Put
on International Wanted List by Azerbaijan

BAKU -- Azerbaijani Prosecutor
General’ sOfficehasopened acriminal
case against Russian businessman
German Sterligov for visiting Karabakh.
He has been put on the international
wanted list for “illegally crossing the
state border of Azerbaijan”.

“In order to popularize the sepa-
ratist regime at the international level,
Sterligov held a press conference in
Shusha (Shushi) July 13, 2015. He
also posted information in the social
network to support the* independence”
of the separatist regime, thereby call-
ing for violation of Azerbaijan’sinter-
nationally recognized territorial integ-
rity, illegal use of natural resourceson
the occupied lands, money laundering
and so on”. The statement by the
Azerbaijani Prosecutor General’s Of-
fice reads.

Commenting on the fact of filing

a lawsuit against him in Azerbaijan,
Sterligov mentioned in his official
“Vkontakte” pagethatitisAzerbaijan’s
responseto hisproposal of conducting
apeaceful round table discussion with
Russian, Armenian and Azerbaijani
experts.

“It means that they are afraid of
an open discussion with facts about
the historical belonging of Karabakh.
Armenians are not afraid of an open
discussion, Russians are not afraid as
well. But Azerbaijanisarein panic and
threats come from there. What can it
mean?”,Sterligov stated.

Sterligov who recently returned
from Moscow to Shushi, called the
Azerbaijanis“in order once again to
be confirmed publicly the incontest-
able and absolute historical truth:
Karabakh is an ancient Armenian
territory”.

Borkllice Mustafa on the 600th anni-
versary of their rebellion against the
oppressive regime of the Ottoman
Empire.

TheKaraburun Science Congress
Organization Committee ended its
statement by making a collective call
for solidarity.
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“Two Pillars Keep Haigazian Standing
Strong Throughout the Years”

Haigazian University would not be heretoday without the outstanding
leader ship it hashad over thelast 60 years. Two such passionate visionaries
were Dr. John Markarian and Wilma Cholakian.

Haigazian University Benefactor Joyce Philibosian Stein with President Dr. John
Markarian at his90th birthday celebr ation

It was amemorable day in 1955
when John Markarian, a young ten-
ured Religion Professor at L aFayette
Collegein Pennsylvania, relinquished
that position by accepting theinvita-
tion to serve as Founding President
of Haigazian College. History proved
the decision providential.

Mr. Stephen Mehagian and his
wife Mary, of Phoenix, Arizona, were
the first to dream of the possibility of
a college in Lebanon. Mary was the
daughter of Dr. Armenag Haigazian,
the martyred Headmaster of The
Jenanyan Apostolic I nstitute of Konia,
Turkey. The Mehagians met with Mr.
& Mrs. Stephen Philibosian of Phila-
delphia. They shared a vision for a
collegeinLebanon—Haigazian College.

Arriving in Beirut with his late
wife Ruth and young daughter Joanne,
the Markarians found themselvesin a
new environment. With a faculty and
staff of twelve, and 50 students, a

small family wasformed. Both President
and student were eager to embark on
their new venture, facing many chal-
lenges together. Fortunately, benefac-
tors quickly recognized and addressed
these needs for a school in the Middle
East. Dr. Markarian’ sfirsttermasPresi-
dent lasted until June1966.Theexpanded
campusnow includesthe campusicon—
The Mugar Building —complemented
with the Aharonian, Philibosian, Heri-
tage, and Mehagian Buildings.

Civil WarragedinBeirut for the
next ten years of Markarian's Presi-
dency—1972-1982. Yet, this eru-
dite pastor and educator provided a
haven for students at Haigazian—
even asbombswerefalling and chaos
reigned. Markarian, and his coura-
geouswifelnge, developed the strat-
egy of loving the enemy with food
and drink—not hostility. Their inspi-
ration: Romans 12:20: “If your en-
emies are hungry, feed them; if they

are thirsty, give them something to
drink; for by doing thisyou will heap
burning coals on their head.” They
fought the war from their dining
room, not in the streets. They opened
their doors to all—resurrecting, in
this one institution, those colleges
long lost in Turkey by the Genocide.
With astudent body representing
students from various religious and
political leanings, Markarian’ sunique
form of diplomacy and understanding
of students and various political
factions, was legendary. Haigazian,
with a current student body of 950, is
now one of the leading universitiesin
theMiddleEast, andtheonly Armenian
University in the Diaspora. Formerly
quoting: “No qualified Armenian stu-
dent isever denied entrance,” unfortu-
nately no longer holds true. Many
Armenian students, some refugees, do
not even apply because the $8,500
tuition is beyond their realm of possi-
bility— reasons for raising critical
funds for the continued mission of
Haigazian’ sremarkablevision.
Markarian's experiences and in-
fluenceover theyearsat Haigaziancould
fill abook—which they do in his mem-
oir, “Thirsty Enemy,” atestimony to his
principleof “ overcomingevil withgood.”
Heisnow 98yearsold, andliveswithhis
lovely wife Ingein West Pittston, Penn-
sylvania. Hislife-long passion for ten-
nisand golf have subsided. His memo-
riesof Haigazian and wonderful friend-
ships made along the way are always
present. One need only speak to himon
the phone to hear his still-vibrant
voice— recalling hiswonderful, chal-
lenge-filled years at the University.
After Markarian's final retire-
ment, theUniversity wasleft without a
shepherd. However during these cru-
cial war years, Wilma Cholakian, Ad-
ministrative Dean, became the quint-
essential hero of Haigazian University.
She was absolutely fearless during the
time of Lebanon’s Civil War. Always
inharm’ sway, Wilmaserved Haigazian

Wilma Cholakian, Past Administrative
Deaf of Haigazian Univer sity

University astheintrepid Administra-
tive Dean from 1985 to 1995. In these
ten years, she accomplished an amaz-
ing feat—moving thewar-bel eaguered
University to Christian East Beirut.
She accomplished all this, while at the
same time maintaining a high level of
Academicsin West Beirut.

Among many of her heroic ef-
forts, Wilmaboldly secured the safety
of Haigazian priceless Armenian Li-
brary. Prior to her role as Administra-
tive Dean, Wilma served as Haigazian
Registrar and Academic Dean. Her
unwavering strength, energy, and will
upheld her student body throughout
their college experience. Indeed, Miss
Cholakian was the quintessence of
Haigazian and will always be remem-
bered with the greatest of admiration.

The October 3 60th Anniver-
sary GalaCelebrationwill bethelaunch
of a $6,000,000 endowment fund ex-
pansion campaign for Haigazian Uni-
versity. Celebrations will continue af-
ter the performance with a Black Tie
GalaSupper inthestunning Grand Hall
of the Dorothy Chandler Pavilion.

For Ticket information call 1-
844-809-4860 or visit the website
www.haigazian.org

Conference: “Issues of Convergence Between
Western Armenian and Eastern Armenian”

YEREVAN— OnJuly 29, theRA
Ministry of Diaspora and the Hrachya
Atcharyan Language Institute of the
National Academy of Sciences of the
Republicof Armenia(NASRA) launched
the 2-day conference on “Issues of
Convergence between Western Arme-
nian and Eastern Armenian” at the ses-
sionshall of the NASRA.

The first session was moderated
by Syrian-Armenianlinguist, pedagogue,
author of textbooks and lecturer of
Yerevan State University Hagop
Cholakian, who delivered a speech on
“Issuesof ConvergencebetweentheTwo
Ramifications of Literary Armenian In
the Light of Relevant Experience at Ar-
menian Schools Abroad”. In his speech,
Cholakian presented the problems with
the teaching of Western Armenian at
Armenian schools of the Diaspora and
explained why thereisaneed to develop
certain methods and a certain concept
paper for the effective teaching of Arme-
nian for Armenian children living and
receiving an education in multicultural
and multilingual environments.

Scientific worker of the Austrian
Academy of SciencesHrachMardirosian
delivered aspeechentitled” Thoughtson

Issues of Modern Armenian”. In his
speech, Mardirosian touched upon the
issue of whether the grammatical and
orthographical differences between the
two ramifications of Armenian play an
essential roleintermsof national unity or
not. Mardirosian brought uptheexample
of thefilm“Resurrection” and presented
the needl essloan wordsand neologisms.

Lecturer at Y erevan StateLinguis-
tic University Susanna Abazyan deliv-
ered a speech on the parallels between
Western Armenian and Eastern Arme-
nian in verbal speech.

Teacher at Ohannesian School in
Sharja (UAE) Heghnar Kazanjian aso
touched upon the convergence between
Western Armenianand Eastern Armenian
and shared her experience in teaching.

Head of the State Language In-
spectorate of the RA Ministry of Educa-
tionand Science Sergo Y eritsyan shared
his views on the issues that were being
discussed.

The second session of the confer-
ence was moderated by Director of the
Hrachya Atcharyan Language Institute
of the NAS RA Victor Katvalyan and
Professor of the University of Sorbonne
and author of Western Armenian lan-

guagetextbooksHildaPanosian-Galfaian.
Head of the Department of General
and Comparative Linguistics of the Lan-
guage Ingtitute of the NAS RA Vazgen
Hambardzumyan touched upon the unifi-
cationof theterminologiesinliterary East-
ern Armenian and Western Armenian.
Hagop Balian, editor-in-chief of
Bagin, whichistheofficial newspaper of
Hamazkayin Armenian Educational and
Cultural Society, presented certain steps
that could contribute to the convergence
between the two ramifications of the

Armenian language and presented his
proposals.

President of “Mesropyan Ukht”
Union for Language Preservation Nshan
Vorperian (USA) talked about the prob-
lemsinregardtotherelationship between
the ramifications of literary Eastern Ar-
menian and literary Western Armenian
and suggested creating a pan-Armenian
committee on terminologies, as well as
discuss and sum up the issues related to
unification of orthography of Western
Armenian and Eastern Armenian.

San Diego Area
August 16-Sunday- Grape Blessing and Picnic
St. John Garbed Armenian Church of San Diego.
Church Service/Badarak begins at 9:30 at
St John Garabed Armenian Church
4473 30" St. SD CA 92116
Grape Blessing & Picnic will take place
At Vacation Village East Mission Bay beginning at 11:00am
Directions from Los Angeles: take I-5 South, exit and go right on Sea
World Drive, right on Ingraham, left on Vacation Road. LOOK FOR
ARMENIAN PICNIC SIGNS!
Everyone Welcome to Enjoy...
Shish kebab/Chicken Kebab dinner, music, tavloo tournament and
games for the children.
For more information, call the Church Office (619) 284-7179 or
stjohngarabed@sbcglobal.net
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THURSDAY

FRIDAY SATURDAY

Armenian ndependence Day FESTIVAL

To reserve your booth

please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
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(818) 391-7938




