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renovate o Kindergarien in Gryumr,

Our 200 52016 Project is to restore and

ARMENIAN AMERICAN ORPHANS CHRISTMAS FUND, INC.
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16-pn wdbwyh @GLGMENL

P LTMUUS UNRPE DUNRLAN RRUDLAPUUR, AUSUBUSULD DLNAU2NRMY
Gh RUGUULAUU GPEULEPR ULLYUSLEPD JEPULNPAANREEUL

Ubuwinkdpkp 27, 2015, dundp 3-12:00

ARMENIAN AMERICAN ORPHANS CHRISTMAS FUND, INC.
and “KAGCH NAZAR” Magazine and TV Show

Presents

16th ANNIVERSARY
TELETHON

oN SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2015

: FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND FOR
- THE RESTORATION OF CHILDREN'S HOMES

Mail your check Please to, (A.A.0.C. FUND,) P.0.BOX 250038, GLENDALE, GA 91225
Tel: 818-246-0125 - 818-239-6880 818-202-9619

E-mail:forourkids39@gmail.com  «
Non-Profit Organization. a Tax Exempt 501 fc] 3 Charity.

Armenia, Upon completion of our project,
the kindergarien will be named =7 Agnels"
in mermory of the Avetisvan family whose
members were brutally masssered back in
January, 2001 5,

www.forourkids99.com
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Artsakh Celebrates 24 Years of Independence

Congratulatory address of President Bako Sahakyan in
connection withthe Day of the Artsakh Republic

On September 2, the Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic marked the 24th
anniversary of its hard-won indepen-
dence. President of the Republic of
Armenia Serzh Sarkisian Accompa-
nied by Nagorno-Karabakh President
Bako Sahakyan, an official Armenian
delegation, aswell asby local residents
and diasporaArmeniansmarched from
Stepanakert’s Revival Square to the
city memorial complex.

On this occasion President
Sahakyan delivered thefollowing con-
gratulatory message

"Dear compatriots,

On behalf of the authorities and
personally myself | cordially congratu-
late you on the Day of the Artsakh
Republic, a holiday of special signifi-
cance in the life of our nation.

With the birth of the Artsakh
Republic on September 2, 1991 the
Armenian people had two free and
independent states, the cherished for
centuries vision, which had faced nu-

merous challenges beforereaching the
current time, became reality.

It was a common human aspira-
tion to live on the own land with the
right of mastering our own destiny
that isintrinsic to every nation.

Consolidating and joining our ef-
forts we defended our national dignity
and future in the battlefield, and have
been building ademocratic with unshak-
able eagernessto become afull member
of the international community.

It isachallenging and honorable
path which we pass hand in hand with
our sisters and brothersfrom Armenia
and the Diaspora. Together we will
implement numerous projectsand defi-
nitely attain the realization of national
goals.

Dear compatriots,

| congratulate you once again on
thissignificant public holiday andwish
peace and prosperity to your families
and our preciousand cherished Artsakh
Republic."

Turkey EU Minister:

Armenians were Massacred

ISTANBUL (News.am) --
Kurdish MP Haydar Konca from
Turkey’ spro-Kurdish*“Peoples Demo-
cratic Party” (HDP), and who had
recently been appointed Minister of
European Union (EU) Affairsand Chief
Negotiator in the country’s interim
government, said it is very clear that
the Armeniansweremassacredin 1915.

Konca, speaking with reporters,
responded to ajournalist’ s query asto
what will his reaction be when the
Armenian Genocideissueisput onthe
agenda of the European Parliament,
reported Agos Armenian bilingual
weekly of Istanbul.

“There is no difference that you
say ‘so called” genocide,” said the
minister. “It's very simple and clear
that there was a massacre against the
Armenians; everyone accepts that.”

“Thefact that genocide happened
is explicit and clear and everybody
accepts that. Right now, the issue is

what it should be called. Wewill make
a decision in our party about that,”
Konca told the press.

HDPisTurkey’ ssoleparliamen-
tary party that has recognized the Ar-
menian Genocide, and called upon the
country’s government to confront its
history.

‘Electric Yerevan’ Leaders Issue
New Ultimatum to Government

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nian youth activists campaigning
against acontroversial electricity price
hikeon Wednesday gavethe Armenian
government until September 11 tofor-
mally scrap the unpopular measure or
face fresh nonstop demonstrations in
Y erevan.

“On September 11 wewill taketo
the streets and stay there becauseif we
don't stay they [the authorities] won't
give a damn,” said Artush
Chibukhchian, one of the leaders of
the No To Plunder pressure group.

“Deceiving people is a normal
thing for them,” he told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am).
“The person occupying the post of the
president can easily fool the people.”

“We have had a chance to see
that they say one thing and do an-
other,” said another leader of thegroup,
Artur Kocharian.

Kocharian pointed to the

government’s decision to keep the en-
ergy prices unchanged for households
and only somesmall businessesusing up
to 500 kilowatts of electricity a month.
No To Plunder wantsthe government to
subsidizethetariffsfor all individual and
corporate consumers.

The youth movement issued the
ultimatum one day after about 100 of
its members and supporters clashed
with riot police at a section of
Y erevan’ sMarshal Bagramian Avenue
adjacent to President Serzh Sarkisian’s
offices. Six protesters were briefly
detained by the police.

The number of the protesters
paled in comparison with thousands of
mostly young people who blocked an-
other section of the avenue for two
weeks in late June and early July.
Sarkisian promised totemporarily sub-
sidize the tariffs in response to those

Continued on page2

Levon Aronian Wins Prestigious Sinquefield
Cup Chess Tournament in St Louis

ST LOUIS -- Armenian grand-
master Levon Aronian haswon presti-
giousSinquefield Cupheldin St Louis,
USA, a 10-man tournament that has
brought together leading chessplayers
of the world.

The Sinquefield Cup, the second
|eg of thethree-tournament 2015 Grand
Chess Tour, boasts a strong lineup —
half of the field is rated above 2800,
and Aronian, at 2765, is the second
lowest rated entrant in the 10-grand-
master field.

With six points out of possible
nine Aronian placed ahead of reigning
world championMagnus Carlsen (Nor-
way) and FIDE’s current number four
Hikaru Nakamura (USA).

Other grandmaster participating
in the tournament were: World #2
Viswanathan Anand (India), #3Veselin
Topalov (Bulgaria), last-year’ swinner
and World#5 Fabiano Caruana(USA),
#6 Anish Giri (the Netherlands), #8
Wesley So (USA), #9 Alexander
Grischuk (Russia) and #26 Maxime

Vachier-Lagrave (France).

Aronian will leave for Baku,
Azerbaijan next week to participatein
theWorld Chess Cup 2015, that will be
held from 10 September to 4 October
2015.

It will be a 128-player knockout
chess tournament. The finalists will
qualify for the 2016 Candidates Tour-
nament.



2

Massis Weekly

Charles Aznavour Calls for Help for Migrants

Arriving in Europe

PARIS -- In an interview with
the AFP news agency, Charles
Aznavour called for help for migrants
who arrive in Europe.

“1 experiencereal sufferingwhen
| see these people and their children
wandering around. Luckily | escaped a
similar fate, but | am sure my immi-
grant parents passed through such
hardships,” the legendary French-Ar-
menian singer said stressing the need
for measures to improve the condition
of migrants.

The singer urged for efforts to-
wards aiding the migrants, reiterating
his earlier statement that many French
villages and towns, forlorn by their
residents, are enough for giving shel-
ter to those people. There are doctors,
motor mechanics, bakers and other
specialists among them, which will
enable to open schools and post of-
fices in those small towns.

Aznavour said he believes that

Francewill regainits one-timereputa-
tion of an exemplary country in case
theideais translated into action.

Aznavour did not rule out the
possibility of acollaborative effort by
different singers and composers to
create a new song dedicated to the
topic, like the song composed in 1989
to help Armeniainthe aftermath of the
devastating earthquake.

UN Forecasts Armenia Population to Drop
Sharply by 2100

YEREVAN (Armradio.am) -- The
population of Armenia will plunge to
1.8 millionby 2100, the2015 Revision
of World Population Prospects by UN
projects.

UNFPA ArmeniaAssistant Repre-
sentative Garik Hayrapetyan and demog-
rapher Ruben Y eganyan shared insights
on the results of the latest UN report.

According to a press release from
the Media Center, the forecasts of de-
mographicrates, Garik Hayrapetyansaid,
are made through average projections.

“Actually, projections are made
by optimistic, medium variant and pes-
simistic scenarios. In 2100 Armenia
will have 1.8 million population. The
pessimistic variant projection states
the population will decrease to less
thanonemillionin2100,” Hayrapetyan
stated at a press conference.

Theworld populationisprojected
to reach 11.2 billion from current 7.3
billion by 2100. Asiawill see alikely
contraction of thetotal popul ationsize.
Europe will suffer a decrease, with
646 million people in 2100. The fast-
est-growing areaisAfricawhere popu-
lation is projected to reach 4.4 billion.
Population growth in Turkey and Iran
will remain high but they will also see
a decrease.

“A major concernfor Armeniais
the number of workers per retiree.
Currently theratiointhecountry is5.4
workers per retiree whereas the me-

dium variant projection defines the
number will be 2.4 per one retiree in
2100 and the pessimistic projection
sets the one per one variant. It will
evolve into a huge social-economic
burden for workers and put an end to
the principle of generations' solidar-
ity,” Hayrapetyan said.

With respect to the sex ratio in
Armenia, Hayrapetyan said, “Now the
sex ratiois86 malesto 100 femal esbut
this covers the whole population of
Armenia. Meanwhile, among 0-19 ol ds
males exceed females by 11.4,”
Hayrapetyan said.

Ruben Y eganyan prioritized mi-
gration as a main factor determining
these rates. “Now 30 thousand people
annually emigrate from Armenia.” In
the coming years Armenia’'s popula-
tion is expected to decrease by 12
thousand per year.

Y eganyan added, however, that
the UN projection could turn non-
realistic. Y eganyan, though, does not
consider the presented rates unex-
pected and believesthe country should
work to address the issue, develop
mechanisms to influence the situation
so that the projections do not eventu-
ally come true.

According to UN forecasts, in
2100 in Georgiathe population could
reach2.4million people; in Azerbaijan
-9.5million;inlran-69million; andin
Turkey - 87 million.
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U.S. Ambassador Promoting
Turkish-Armenian Cross-Border Tourism

YEREVAN -- Highlighting the
economic importance of the tourism
sector and the value of cross-border
cooperation, U.S. Ambassador Richard
M. Mills, Jr. joined membersof the Turk-
ish-Armenian Tour Operators Network
(TATON) duringamestinginY erevanon
Wednesday, August 26, 2015.

TATON developed as aresult of
USAID’s “Bridges’ project, an effort
to develop economic activity on the
cross-border region through tourism.
The network’s membership includes
the most active travel companies and
tour operators in the region.

“The Turkish-Armenian Tour
Operators Network and its members
are working together to tackle the
difficult task of cross-border coop-
eration,” Ambassador Millssaid. “ One
of the most effective drivers of coop-
eration is common business interests.
This association’s goal of promoting
business and the business interests of
the local Armenian and Turkish com-
munitiesisvery laudable.”

Armenian and Turkish tourism
operators already offer cross-border
tours. Turkish tour operators are part
of an established tourism sector seek-
ing to add extensions to traditional
Turkish tour packages. Armenian op-
erators seek to expand their offerings
toincludemulti-country tours. TATON
facilitatescollaboration on such cross-
border trips. Though TATON rou-
tinely operatesthroughanonlinesocial
network, occasional in-person gather-
ings allow tour operators from both
sides to meet, share concerns, and
formalize agreements on joint tours.

“Tourismplaysanimportant role
in economic development, and when

local communitiescooperate economi-
cally, they broaden their horizons and
sharethe benefits,” Ambassador Mills
said. “ Cross-border tourism highlights
the commonality of communities as
much asit celebrates diversity. Arme-
nia and Turkey share more than they
sometimes realize: environment, his-
tory, and many aspects of culture.”

USAID has been working with
the Armenian tourism sector since the
early 2000s. Primarily, it has focused
onimproving servicequality and build-
ing the capacity of Armenia’ stourism
sector.

For the on-going “Bridges”
project in Armenia, USAID partners
withtheAMAP (Armenian Monuments
Awareness Project) Human Develop-
ment NGO, best known for installing
educational signage at some of
Armenia’s most unique historic and
cultural tourist spots.

Prior to the creation of TATON,
the" Bridges’ project helpedlocal part-
ners to develop the Black Sea Silk
Road Corridor through Greece, Tur-
key, Georgia, and Armenia.

10,000-Year-Old Bison Bone Found
at Bottom of Armenia’s Lake Sevan

Y EREVAN. —Thebone of amil-
lennia-old bison (European forest buf-
falo) wasdiscoveredin Armenia sLake
Sevan, about six to seven meters be-
low the water surface.

Thebonediscoveredby “AYAS”
Nautical Research Club at the inter-
section of Large and Small Sevans
could be part of a backbone of a
prehistoric animal.

“During research [at the Sevan
Basin] we have discovered many ar-
chaeological findings in the form of
remnants of household items,” stated
Rafayel Mkrtchyan, head of Nautical
Research Club. “But this bone is
unique.”

Nina Manaseryan, PhD in Biol-
ogy, told reporters on Sept 2, bones of
ancient bison have already been found

in Sevan earlier, which means that
there were forests around the lake, as
bison inhabited in forests only. This
time, the backbone of the Caucasian
bison has been found.

To confirm the preliminary esti-
mations concerning the age of the
found bones, aDNA test will be done.

‘Electric Yerevan’ Leaders Issue New Ultimatum

Continued frompagel

protests dubbed “Electric Yerevan” in
social media.

“The September 11 rally will be
much more powerful,” said Kocharian.
Chibukhchian, for his part, did not ex-
cludethat No ToPlunder will againtry to
occupy Marshal Bagramian Avenue.

The activists spoketo RFE/RL’s
Armenianserviceasthey visited kiosks

and other small businesses in down-
town Y erevan, urging them to boycott
the higher feeswhich the Electric Net-
works of Armenia (ENA) will start
collecting this month. Legal entities
not covered by the government sub-
sidy will have to sign new power sup-
ply contracts with the ENA.

“We'll ripupthosecontracts,” one
femal eentrepreneur toldtheNo To Plun-
der activists. “We'll kick them out.”
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New Book by Taner Akcam and Umit Kurt
on Plunder of Armenian Properties

NEW YORK -- Turkish histori-
ans Taner Akcam and Umit Kurt have
released anew Englishlanguage book,
titled “The Spirit of the Laws: the
Plunder of Wealth in the Armenian
Genocide” that examinesthe confisca-
tion of Armenian propertiesduring the
genocide and subsequent attempts to
retain seized Armenian wealth.

Pertinent to contemporary de-
mands for reparations from Turkey is
therel ationship between law and prop-
erty in connection with the Armenian
Genocide. This book examines the
confiscation of Armenian properties
during the Genocide and subsequent
attempts to retain seized Armenian
wealth.

Through the close analysis of
laws and treaties, it reveals that de-
crees issued during the Genocide con-
stitute central pillars of the Turkish
system of property rights, retaining
their legal validity, and although Tur-
key has acceded through international
agreements to return Armenian prop-
erties, it continues to refuse to do so.
The book demonstrates that genocides
do not depend on the abolition of the
legal system and elimination of rights,
but that, on the contrary, the perpetra-
tors of genocide manipulate the legal
system to facilitate their plans.

Taner Akcam holds the
Kaloosdian and Mugar Chair of Arme-
nian Genocide Studiesat Clark Univer-
sity. His best-known books are A
Shameful Act: The Armenian Geno-
cide and the Question of Turkish Re-
sponsibility (Metropolitan Books,

THE SPIRIT
OF THE
LAWS

2006); Judgment at Istanbul: The Ar-
menian Genocide Trials, with Vahakn
Dadrian (Berghahn Books, 2011); and
The Young Turks' Crime Against Hu-
manity: The Armenian Genocide and
Ethnic Cleansing in the Ottoman Em-
pire, (Princeton University Press,
2012), which in 2013 received the
Middle East Studies Association’s
Hourani Book Prize and was listed by
Foreign Affairs as “Best International
Relations Books of 2012.”
UmitKurtisaPh.D. Candidatein
the History Department of Clark Uni-
versity. Heisthe author of The Great,
Hopel ess Turkish Race: Fundamentals
of Turkish Nationalism in the Turkish
Homeland 1911-1916 (lletisim Pub-
lishing House, 2012). He teaches his-
tory at Sabanci University in Istanbul.

Tumo Center Opens in Stepanakert

STEPANAKERT (armradio) --
Tumo Center for Creative Technolo-
gies was launched in Nagorno
Karabakh's capital Stepanakert today
thanks to partnership between the
Simonian Educational Foundation has
partnered with the Armenian General
Benevolent Union.

The official opening ceremony
was attended by the Presidents of
Armeniaand Nagorno Karabakh Serzh
Sargsyan and Bako Sahakyan.

AGBU will cover all operational
costs of the center as well as startup
costs in the framework of the
TUMOXAGBU partnership, while the
government of Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic has provided the space in a
historic building in the city center.

The Stepanakert program is ex-

pected to cater to 500 to 1,000 stu-
dentswhowill participatetwiceaweek
for two hours per session, gaining
21st century skills, and studying ani-
mation, filmmaking, web development
and game development, as well as
supporting skillssuch as3D modeling,
computer programming, music, pho-
tography and graphic design.
Registration will start on the 14th
of September, and students will begin
their Tumo life during the first week of
October. The Tumo Center for Creative
Technologies is a free of charge after
school program that started in Y erevan
and subsequently opened a location in
Dilijan. The TUMOXAGBU partnership
has already opened a branch in Gyumri
and is expected to spread Tumo to other
locationsin Armenia and beyond.
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Armenian Community to Open New School

Building in Istanbul

ISTANBUL (Agos) -- Istanbul’s
Armenian community is set to open a
new school building in the city’s
Bakirkdy district for the 2015-2016
academicyear, replacing anolder build-
ing that had served for 171 years.

“l am very happy to see that the
school isalmost completed. Moving to
anew building after 171 years makes
us all happy,” Surp Asdvadzadzin
Church Foundation head Mesut
Ozdemir said.

The Bakirkdy Municipality ex-
empted the Armenian school from cer-
tain fees to smooth the construction
process. Despite such assistance,
Ozdemir said financing was challeng-
ing for the community, and the foun-
dation depended on a number of fund-
raising efforts to finish the job.

The first day of the new school
year, Sept. 28, will be the new Arme-
nian school’ sofficial inaugurationday.

The Bakirkody district on
Istanbul’s European side had housed
one small school built over 170 years
ago by Ottoman Armenian notable
Hovhannes Dadyan.

Over the decades, the Armenians
of Bakirkdy have depended on that
single school, but as their numbers
increased capacity became a problem.
The school currently has to accom-

modate 400 children - far more than
the old building was able to cater for.

Ozdemir said the school will now
be able to offer a kindergarten service
to the Armenian community, which
will increase the number of studentsto
500.

“We now have a bigger sports
and conference hall,” said Ozdemir,
adding that parents and students had
toured the site while it was still under
construction and were excited for the
upcoming school year.

There are currently 22 minority
schools across Istanbul: Five of them
are Greek, one is Jewish, and the
remaining 16 are Armenian.

With a legad amendment in 2008,
minority communities were alowed to
acquire and renovate properties in their
namewhilea soseverd of their previousy
confiscated properties were returned.

Minority schools are regulated by
the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne, which d-
lowed Greek, Armenian and Jewish mi-
norities to open their own schools. Ac-
cording to the treaty, the state must allo-
cate money and the curriculum is deter-
mined by the state; the schoolsare able to
offer education in both Turkish and their
own languages.

Over 3,000 students currently at-
tendoneof Istanbul’ s16 Armenianschooals.

Two Armenian Families from Syrian City of
Kobani Arrive in Armenia

YEREVAN
(Panorama.am) -- Two
Armenianfamilieswhofled
the Syrian city of Kobani
following attacks of the =
Islamic State militant
group have arrived in Ar-
menia. Thefamiliesof two
Tovmasian brothers (their
third brother was killed)
were met at Yerevan's
Zvartnots Airport by their [&
distant relatives, reporters,
and representatives of Armenian
Diaspora Ministry.

Afterfleeingto Turkey fromKobani
to escape ISIS attacks, the Armenian
families expressed an intention to move
to Armenia. Ermenihaber.am reported
citing the press office of the Armenian
Patriarchate of Constantinoplethat only
three Armenian families fled to Turkey
from Kobani, and now two of them
decided to settle in their historic home-
land. They lived in arefugee camp until
now.

The head of Diaspora Ministry
Staff Firdus Zakaryan earlier told
Panorama.am that during the first two
weeksMission ArmeniaNGO will pro-
vide accommodation for 8 members of
the two families. Two apartments in
close vicinity to each other will be
chosen for the two families over that
period. The issue of apartments’ rent
will be solved later. The problems
related to the children’ s education and
school s attendance have already been
solved.
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“Memory, Memorialization & Bearing
Witness: Contested Memories of the
Armenian Genocide in Turkey Today” By
Dr. Armen T. Marsoobian

FRESNO -- Dr. Armen T.
Marsoobian (Southern Connecticut
State University) will speak on
“Memory, Memorialization & Bearing
Witness: Contested Memories of the
Armenian Genocidein Turkey Today”
at 7:30PM on Tuesday, September 15,
intheUniversity BusinessCenter, Alice
Peters Auditorium, Room 191, on the
Fresno State campus.

The lecture is part of the Arme-
nian Studies Program Fall 2015 L ec-
ture Series, with the support of the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

Professor Marsoobian will de-
scribe his on-going project memorial -
izing the Armenian Genocide in Tur-
key. The project consists of photogra-
phy exhibitions in Turkey, two books
and the creation of memorial sites
related to the story of his mother’'s
family, theDildilians, in Ottoman Tur-
key before, during and after the geno-
cide. Extensivememoirs, oral testimo-
niesand photographsfromtheDildilian
photographic archive are used to tell
this history. Besides describing the
project he will analyze the role
memorialization plays in collective
memory, especially in situations sub-
verted by genocide denial.

Armen T. Marsoobian is Profes-
sor and Chair of Philosophy at South-
ern Connecticut State University. He
haslectured and published extensively
on topics in philosophy and genocide
studies. His most recent book, Frag-
ments of a Lost Homeland: Remem-
bering Armenia, is based upon exten-
sive research about his family, the
Dildilians, whowereaccomplished pho-

tographersin the late Ottoman period.
Photography exhibitions of the collec-
tion have been mounted in Istanbul,
Merzifon, and Diyarbakir, and soonin
New Haven, London, Ankara, Y erevan,
and Watertown. Dildilian Brothers:
Photography and the Story of an Ar-
menian Family inAnatolia, 1872-1923,
abilingual English-Turkish photogra-
phy book, will appear later this year.
He has received the Hrant Dink Foun-
dation Prize for Historical Research
for his work on the Armenian Geno-
cide.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available,
using acoupon code#273605, in park-
ing kiosksin Fresno State Lots P5 and
P6, near the University Business Cen-
ter.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

Armenia School Foundation Refurnishes
Seven More Schools in Armenia

GLENDALE - Armenia School
Foundation (ASF USA), a non-profit
organization dedicated to refurnishing
remote and small schoolsin Armenia
and Artsakh, is proud to announce the
completion of seven additional school
projects in 2014.

A total of 257 new student desk/
chairs sets, 32 teacher desk/chair sets,
27 blackboards, 57 book shelves, 37
coat hangers and 2 preschool large
tables including 16 chairs were deliv-
ered to the following eight schools:

- Marmarashen school in Ararat
region (Funded by general donations
to ASF)

- Koti border village school in
Tavoosh region (Funded by general
donations to ASF)

- Chinari border village high
school in Tavoosh region (Funds do-
nated in lieu of flowersin memory of
Mr. Vardan Sookasian).

- Chinari border village kinder-
garten in Tavoosh region (Funded by
general donations to ASF)

- Aygetzor border village kinder-
gartens in Tavoosh region (Funds do-
nated by Valod Avanesianandfamily in
memory of Mrs. Arshalous Nazarian)

- Karashamb village high school
in Kotayk region (Funds donated by

Mr. Harout Bronozian — Custom
Probiotics, Inc.)

- Karmirgyugh village school #1
in Gegharkunik region (partially fur-
nished by general donations to ASF).

ASF Karmirgyugh School _1 6th
Form Classroomin May of 2014, ASF
held a very successful Salsa Night
event attended by 220 guests. Pro-
ceedsfromthisevent, our annual raffle
sales, combined with a number of
generous “Inlieu of”, “In memory of”
and other donationsenabled ASF USA
to raise the funds needed to furnish
these seven schools.

In October of 2014 ASF USA,
Ararat 70th Celebrations Arts Commit-
tee and Melik Voskanian Foundation
joined hands to organize an art and
sculpture exhibit and book dedication
event in recognition of architect, artist
and sculptor Rostom Voskanian. Pro-
ceeds from the sale of this exhibit pro-
vided funds to furnish Karmirgyugh
School #1 inentirety and set up aperma-
nent exhibit hall of Rostom V oskanian’s
lifelong heritagein Y erevan.

In January of 2015 ASF USA
received a generous donation from
Tamberchi Foundation. Throughthese
funds ASF USA is in the process of
completing several large projects dur-

Rev. Berdj Djambazian Appointed Minister to
the Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America

GLENDALE -- Rev. Dr. Ron
Tovmassian, Moderator of the Board
of Directorsof the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Unionof NorthAmerica(AEUNA),
announced the unanimousappointment
of Rev. Berdj Djambazian as the new
Minister totheUnionof AEUNA. This
interim appointment made by the
AEUNA Boardisscheduled to be con-
firmed at the AEUNA Biennial General
Assembly in Chicago, IL in June of
2016.

Rev. Berdj wasbornin St. James
Armenian Convent in the old city of
Jerusalem to Hampartzoum and Mary
Djambazian, survivors of the Arme-
nian Genocide and active members of
the Second Armenian Evangelical
Church of Marash pastored by Rev.
Agbabian. He received his primary
education in Jerusalem, Amman and
Beirut. In 1962, heattended Beatenberg
Theological Seminary in Switzerland,
graduating in 1967.

From 1967-1973, Rev. Berd]
pastored two Armenian Evangelical
Churches in Biver and St. Antoinein
Marseille, France. While pastoring, he
attended the National Conservatory of
Music in Marseille for vocal training
from 1968-1972. He continued histheo-
logical studies at NEST (1975-1977)
taking classes from Professor Ken-
neth Bailey and former hostagein L eba-
non, Dr. Benjamin Weir.

From 1973-1981, Rev. Berd]
served as an educator, pastor and re-
lief worker in the Armenian Evangeli-
cal Church of Nor Marash in Bourj
Hammoud, Lebanon, and the Arme-
nian Evangelical Shamlian Tatigian
Secondary school with 900 students.
WhileinBourj Hammoud, with hislate
brother Rev. Hagop, he established a
medical clinic with 6 doctors, provid-
ing surgical, dental and pharmaceuti-
cal services as well as the only ambu-
lance service in the area during the
L ebanese civil war.

From 1981-1993, he served as
the Senior Pastor of UACC, after which
he was instrumental in establishing
three new congregations one of which
was co-founded with Rev. Dr. Ara
Chakerian.

From 1997-2007, he served as
the Associate Pastor of World Mis-
sionsand Adult Education at the Glen-
dalePresbyterian Church, andled more
than 40 relief, evangelism and out-
reach teams to Lebanon, Syria, Jor-
dan, Egypt, Sudan, Turkey and Arme-
nia. The ability to communicatein six
languages, including Armenian, Ger-
man, French, Arabic, Turkish and
English, and being equipped with the
gift of cultural sensitivity and under-
standing, made his trips impactful.

From 2005-2008, Rev. Berd]
made several tripsto Sudan delivering
relief to Darfurian Genocide survi-
vors. He was instrumental in building
the largest church on the eastern side
of the NileRiver. After the 1988 earth-
quake in Armenia, he made more than
25 trips to the stricken region deliver-
ing medical and other relief support.
Believing that all mentally challenged
children are true gifts from God, he
has committed himself to that task of
providing relief, in the form of food,
clothing and medical supplies, to en-
sure that all such children receive the
right to live adignified quality of life.

Rev. Berdj Djambazian was in-
vited by the late Vehapar Vazken | of
Echmiadzin to teach at the Kevorkian
Seminary to more than 75 priests. He
taught classes on homiletics and on
“How to encounter the Sectarian move-
ments in Armenia.” He is celebrating
the30th anniversary of his“Nor Huys”
weekly Television program, reaching
out to the Armenian community at
large with the gospel of Jesus Christ.
He has authored a book called
“Hayazartnoum.”

Rev. Berdj Djambazianismarried
to Shoghig (Balekian) and they are
blessed with three children: Daniel,
Helen and Pauline, who is married to
Dr. Gerrard Andonian; as well as 2
grandchildren, Julian 7 and Lauren 5.

Rev. Berdj Djambazian has com-
mitted himself to become the Minister
to the Union not for the purpose of
being served but to serveandtogiveall
of the time, attention and love this
critical position demandsand deserves.
His hope and prayer is that his past
experiences and background will en-
hancehisability todischargehisduties
with professional competence and a
compassionate heart, embodying a
Christ-like character in action and de-
cision.

ing 2015.

“We would like to express our
gratitude to our supporters and donors
for their continued support, encour-
agement and their belief in improving
the educational environment of our
futuregenerations. Wehavebeen plan-
ning to expand our services. With
funds generated through these signifi-
cant donationswe will havethe oppor-
tunity to offer more diversified offer-
ingsin 2015 andbeyond” stated Moneh

Der Grigorian, Chairman of the ASF
USA Board.

ArmeniaSchool Foundation (ASF
USA) isanonprofit and non-sectarian,
501c3 organization, founded in May
2003. To date, ASF has provided over
9750 new student and teacher desk/
chair sets to 220 schools: serving
19,500 students, in remote regions of
Armeniaand Karabagh.

For more information visit
www.armeniaschoolfoundation.org
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