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NKR Army Punitive Operations
Kill Ten Azeri Soldiers

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno-
Karabakh's Ministry of Defense re-
ported on Monday that more than a
dozen Azerbaijani soldierswerekilled
and wounded in “punitive” operations
carried out over the weekend.

“The Ministry of Defense of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic an-
nounces that the Defense Army’s
frontline military units resorted to re-
taliatory actions in response to
[Azerbaijan’s] proactive operations,
leaving over a dozen killed and
wounded in the direction of Akna”
reads the official press release.

In a separate statement, the
Karabakh Armenian army said that
Azerbaijani forcesfired nearly 150 mor-
tar shellsand 24 rockets on its frontline
positions over the past 24 hours.

Meanwhile, Azerbaijan’ sDefense

s

Ministry said on Monday that three
more Azerbaijani soldiers have been
killed in “heavy fighting” with Arme-
nian forces which continued over the
weekend. A ministry statement said
that they died “at different sections of
the frontline.” It did not specify those
locations or give other details of the
deadly incidents.

Meydan TV, an independent
Azerbaijani media outlet, reported that
one of the killed soldiers, Neman
Ahmadzade, servedinAzerbaijan’ swest-
ern Gadabay district bordering Armenia.

The Azerbaijani army reported
another combat casualty within its
ranks on Saturday, the day after 4
Armenian soldiers were killed and 16
others wounded near “the line of con-
tact” east of Karabakh in a reported
Azerbaijani artillery strike.

Water on Mars Discovered in a Crater
Named After Armenian Village of Garni

Dark narrow streaks, called “recurring slope lineae,” emanate from the
walls of Garni Crater on Mars, in this view constructed from observations
by the High Resolution Imaging Science Experiment (HiRISE) camera on
NASA’'s Mars Reconnaissance Orbiter. Garni crater’s name originating
from a village in Armenia was approved on April 24, 2015

New findingsfromNASA’sMars
Reconnaissance Orbiter (MRO) pro-
vide the strongest evidence yet that
liquid water flows intermittently on
present-day Mars, according to
NASA'’s official website.

Using an imaging spectrometer
on MRO, researchers detected signa-
tures of hydrated minerals on slopes
where mysterious streaks are seen on

the Red Planet. These darkish streaks
appear to ebb and flow over time. They
darken and appear to flow down steep
slopes during warm seasons, and then
fade in cooler seasons. They appear in
several locations on Mars when tem-
peratures are above minus 10 degrees
Fahrenheit (minus 23 Celsius), and

Continued on page4

President Sarkisian Addresses
UN General Assembly

Speaks on Armenian Genocide, Karabakh, Middle East

NEW Y ORK -- Thepeaceful reso-
lution of the Nagorno Karabakh prob-
lem remains one of the most salient
issuesinthe South Caucasus, the Presi-
dent of Armeniatoday told world|lead-
ers attending the General Assembly,
while highlighting that the establish-
ment of the UN has been one of the
“ greatest achievementsof humankind”
that consolidated nationsaround shared
aspirations and principles.

“| shall notethat aggressivepolicy
pursued by Azerbaijan resulted in the
absence of any meaningful progressin
negotiations for the conflict settle-
ment, and the situation drifts toward
increasing tension,” said President
Serzh Sarkisian at the annual debatein
New York.

“Just a few days ago in the bor-
dering area of Armenia, three women
fell victim to Azerbaijani bombard-
ment,” the President recalled. “It is
obvious for us that the Azerbaijani
leadership has irreversibly lost both
the sense of reality and of norms of
human conduct.”

He further noted that Azerbaijan
“completely disdains” fivejoint state-
ments issued by the leaders of the
United States, Russia and France, as
well asthe efforts of the Organization
for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) Minsk Group.

“Shall it continue such an ag-
gressivepolicy, itwill notleave Arme-
niaany other choice but to take neces-
sary legal and political-military steps
toprovidetheRepublic of Armeniaand

Nagorno Karabakh Republic with the
opportunity to develop in security and
peace,” President Sargsyan warned.

Meanwhile, he recalled that last
year, ontheeveof the Armenian Geno-
cide Centennial, he expressed grati-
tude to the nations that recognized the
Armenian Genocide and named them
al individualy.

“Today, from this very podium,
| thank Pope Francis, and acknowl-
edgethehistorical Masshe served; the
European Parliament, and recall the
Resolution it adopted; the German
President, and, believe me, his well-
known statement will thenceforth take
part inthe pages of our nation'shistory
textbooks,” the President continued.

He also thanked the legislative
bodiesof Austria, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile,
Luxembourg, and the Netherlands, for
their recent recognition of the 1915
genocide.

“Our determination to keep the
prevention of the crime of genocide on
the international agenda is [exempli-
fied] by theresolutionsweperiodically
table at the Human Rights Council,”
Armenia’ sleader underlined.

Furthermore, President Sarkisian
said the global community is today
witnessing “unspeakable cruelty” in
the Middle East, and that his country
hasbeendirectly affected by theatroci-
ties unfolding there, since they result
in the destruction of the Armenian
spiritual and cultural heritageartefacts,

Continued on page2

Armenia Commits to Greater
Peacekeeping Role

NEW YORK (RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian expressed readi-
ness to expand Armenia’'s participa-
tioninmultinational peacekeeping op-
erations around the world on Monday
ashe addressed a United Nations sum-
mitinNew Y ork chaired by U.S. Presi-
dent Barack Obama.

Sarkisian was among more
than 50 world leaders who were
invited to the UN headquarters to
discuss ways of boosting the inter-
national community’s peacekeep-
ing capacity. Obama announced at
the end of the one-day summit that
they have pledged some 40,000
troops for possible deployment on
UN missions.

“| am pleased to statethat despite
lingering tensions on our border [with
Azerbaijan] Armenia sinvolvementin
international peacekeepingisgradually
expanding in terms of both geography
and quantity and quality,” Sarkisian
said in a speech at the gathering. “ Ar-
meniais already an active contributor
to international peacekeeping and se-

curity, having accumulated consider-
able experience over the past decade.”

Sarkisian declared in that regard
that the Armenian government has* un-
dertaken new commitments” to the
international community. He said it
will commit specialized medical and
demining units to ongoing or future
peacekeeping missions.

Armenia’ s First Deputy Defense
Minister Davit Tonoyan clarified on
Tuesday that the Armenian military
will be ready to deploy in the coming
yearsamobilefield hospital and sappers
trained to detect and defuse impro-
visedexplosivedevices(IEDs) planted
by “terrorist groups.” He told
Panorama.amthat themedical unit will
be set up “on the basis” of one such
hospital which the United States do-
nated to the Armenian army’ s special
peacekeeping brigade in 2007.

The U.S. military also trained
over 40 Armenian medical personnel
to operate the $1.2 million facility. It
provided more equi pment to the hospi-
tal in the following years.
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Armenian Defense Chief Visits Karabakh

YEREVAN -- Defense Minister
Seyran Ohanian travelled to Nagorno-
Karabakh on Tuesday following afresh
escalation of fighting around the dis-
puted territory which left at |east eight
Armenianand Azerbaijani soldiersdead.

Ohanian met with Bako Sahakian,
the Karabakh president, and General
Levon Mnatsakanian, the commander
of Karabakh's Defense Army, at the
start of thetrip. Sahakian’ sofficegave
no details of the meeting, saying only
that it focused on military cooperation

between “the two Armenian states.”

Armenia sDefense Ministry, for
its part, issued no statement on the
meeting as of Tuesday evening.

Ohanian’s trip was apparently
connected with the latest upsurge of
fighting between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forcesdeployedalong “the
line of contact” east and north of
Karabakh. Four Armenian soldiers
were killed and 16 others wounded
there on Friday in an Azerbaijani
artillery strike.

Yezidis from Iraq Seeking Refuge in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The Armenian of -
fice of the Institute for War & Peace
Reporting, in cooperationwith the Pub-
lic Journalism Club and the Media
Center, will hold a discussion on the
position of Iragi Yezidi refugees in
Armenia on September 30.

Three Yezidi families from Iraq
have obtained refugee statusin Arme-
nia so far, but community representa-
tives are expecting the government to
domore. Forinstance, theSinjar Y ezidi
National Union Sinjar has previously
askedthe Armenianforeign ministry to
work with its Georgian counterpart to

facilitatetravel from Turkey. Themin-
istry has said this will be a long pro-
cess since the National Security Ser-
vicewill need to check eachindividual
separately.

Y ezidisarethelargest minority in
Armenia. According to the 2011 cen-
sus, there were more than 35,000 of
them, accounting for about one per
cent of the population. Many Y ezidis
began settling hereduring the Russian-
Turkish wars of the 19th century, and
more fled the Ottoman Empire along-
sidewith Armeniansduringthe massa-
cres of 1915.

President Sarkisian Addresses UN

Continued frompagel

aswell asthe murder and expulsion of
the numerous Armenians residing in
Iraq and Syria.

“The Armenian community of
Syria, whose history is centuries-
long, shares and experiences all hard-
ships that the Syrian people are un-
dergoing in these difficult times,” he
declared.

“Wearetryingtoaidtherefugees
to the best of our abilities: until this

day, Armenia received more than
16,000 refugees from Syria. By this
sheer figure, Armeniaisoneof thefirst
among recipient European countries.”

Healso highlighted the historical
agreement made on the nuclear
programme of Iran, which he noted is
an“immediate neighbour” of Armenia.

“All these come to prove that
when there is political will to bridge
disagreementsand emphasi zethespirit
of cooperation, it isindeed possible to
find solutio
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Russian, Armenian Troops Hold
Annual Drills

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Hun-
dreds of Russian and Armenian sol-
diers backed up by artillery, tanks and
warplaneshavesimulated ajoint coun-
teroffensive against an imaginary in-
vader during annual military exercises
held in central Armenia

The exercises took place at the
vast Alagyaz shooting range near the
northern slopes of Mount Aragats late
last week, involving troops that are
part of ajoint Russian-Armenian mili-
tary force formed more than a decade
ago. The special unit comprises ser-
vicemen of the Armenian army and the
Russian military basein Armenia.

TheDefenseMinistryinY erevan
said the participating troops practiced
a joint operation against commando
units of an “imaginary adversary that
crossed the state border.” It said they
“destroyed” theenemy with the help of
tanks, artillery systems, combat heli-
copters as well as Russian MiG-29
fighter jets.

The Russian-Armenian force led
by an Armenian general, Mikael
Grigorian, helditspreviouswar games
at the same location just over a year
ago. They targeted an imaginary in-
vader codenamed “ Ottomania,” aclear
reference to neighboring Turkey.

Armenian leaders have repeat-
edly said that Armenia hosts Russian
troops on its territory primarily be-
cause of a perceived security threat
from Turkey, rather than Azerbaijan.
From Y erevan’ s perspective, the Rus-
sian military presence precludes
Turkey’s direct military intervention
on Azerbaijan’s side in the event of
another full-scale war for Nagorno-
Karabakh.

A Russian-Armenian agreement
signed in 2010 extended that presence
until 2044 and upgraded the security
mandate of the Russian base. M oscow
has since beefed up the base number-
ing between 4,000 and 5,000 soldiers
with more modern military hardware.

UWC Dilijan College Wins
European Property Awards 2015

YEREV AN
(Arka) -- UWC Dilijan
College won the Euro-
pean stage of the presti-
giousinternational com-
petition in the field of
real estate I nternational
Property Awardsin the
category of Public Ser-
vicesDevelopment, the
Initiativesfor Develop-
ment of Armenia
(IDeA) fund saidtoday .

It said UWC Dilijan College was
recognized as the best in the category
of Public Services Development in
Europe, and received the highest score
of the expert jury —5 stars. The project
was put forward to the final global
awards of the International Property
Awards, the winners of which will be
announced in December 2015.

The construction of the College
was carried out by Camp Ventures
CJSC (Armenia) — project originator,
TimFlynn Architects (L ondon) —chief
architect of the project, RD Group
Holding (Russia) — general designer
and general contractor for the project.

In 2015, UWC Dilijan College
won several prestigious awards: the
school was awarded the IGRA Green
Roof Leadership Awards in the cat-
egory of “Architecture that Defines
the Trend” and won the Russian stage

of the FIABCI Prix d'Excellenceinter-
national competitioninthecategory of
“Public Sector”. Moreover, UWC
Dilijan Collegeistheonly educational
institution in the CIS that has been
certified under theBREEAM standards
of ecological construction.

International Property Awardswas
founded in 1995, and today it is one of
the most prestigious competitionsin the
field of real estate in the world. The
winnersare determined for such catego-
ries as Architecture, Interior Design,
Development and Agents & Consult-
ants, each of which is divided into sub-
categories. The jury consists of re-
nowned experts, who assess carefully
not only the architecture of the projects,
but also their compliance with the cur-
rent requirementsin thefield of “green”
construction, energy efficiency and sus-
tainabledevel opment.
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ArmenianGenocidel00.org Central

Information Source for Genocide

Mane Yepremyan, editor of the
Armenian Genocide centennial official
Facebook page, presented the activity,
important facts and statistics of the offi-
cia website for the Genocide centennial
events (ArmenianGenocidel00.org) on
Friday, September 25.

AsY epremyan confidently stated
at ‘1 Remember and Demand’ experts
forum, the ArmenianGenocidel100.org
as well as official pages on the social
media became central sources for in-
formation on the Armenian Genocide.
Almost anything that had to do with
the subject could be found on the
website, answering the question
‘what’ sgenocide? , itshistorical chro-
nology, details on events worldwide
andregularly updated listsof thecoun-
triesand organizationsthat recognized
the Armenian Genocide.

During thisperiod, countless|et-
ters were received on Facebook and
through email. In April, for instance,
readers from all over the world sub-
mitted photographs and detailed de-
scriptions of commemoration events
heldintheir citiestotheofficia website.
Basically, thereadersal so participated
in posting operative and first-hand
news on the website.

Asfor figures, Y epremyan indi-
cated that ArmenianGenocidel00.org,
as well as the Facebook page, were
launched on January 29, on the day the
Pan-Armenian declaration was ac-
cepted. During this period the website
has had around 1.8 million views. The
visitors number around 900.000.
420.000 of them visited thewebsite on
April 24, viewing around 800.000
pages. On April 24, the views num-
bered around 185.000 and about 74.000
people visited the website.

As expected, on April 24
ArmenianGenocidel00.org becamethe
main target for hacker attacks. In the
span of just one day the website was
subjected to 34.352.931 attacks. How-
ever, these attacks did not impede the
website’'s normal operation.

During the past seven months,
around 2500 news, interviews and ar-
ticles have been published on the
website. In the same period, about 825
articles have been published in the
website's ‘This day 100 years ago’
section and around 500 articles in
‘Share your story’ section. Inciden-
tally, they were sent from all over the
world, not only in Armenian, but also
in English, Spanishand other languages.

From April 22to April 24 anum-
ber of events including the ‘Against
the Crime of Genocide’ symposium,
System of a Down Y erevan concert,
Canonization ceremony of the Geno-
cide victims, Genocide victims com-
memoration at Tsitsernakaberd, torch-
light procession, as well as 24/04
band’ s concert were broadcast live at
ArmenianGenocide100.orgwithsimul-
taneous translations in several lan-
guages. Besides, the live stream could
be viewed not only on computers, but
also on mobile devices.

Based on the number of visitors,
the top five countries to visit the
website were Armenia, the United
States, Russia, Canada and France. As
for the Genocide centennial official
Facebook page, as of September 1, the

Armenian Genocide Museum Institute
Acquires Rare 1915 Photograph

posts on the page were viewed by
around 6.9 millionusersand ‘liked’ by
around 128 thousand users. Just on
April 24 around 5.500 Facebook users
liked the page and the posts were
shown around 710.000 users.
During the entire period, around
10.500 posts were made in four lan-
guages. Besides Armenian, the major-
ity of the posts were made in Russian,
English and Spanish. It should also be
indicated that the posts in different
languages were distributed according
to target countries. That is, they could
be seen in countries where a specific
group of users resided and a specific
language was used. Therefore, Arme-
nian users could only see postsin the
Armenian language. However, as the
official language of the pageis Arme-
nian, thoseliving outside Armeniacould
also see the posts made in Armenian.
‘Against the Crime of Genocide’
international conference and ‘At the
foot of Mount Ararat’ media forum
were partially covered online on the
Facebook page. The key messages of
the participants speeches were op-
eratively posted onthepage. All of this
was accompanied by posting photo-
graphs on Facebook, as well as on
Instagram. The volunteers of the
website took pictures of the ‘ Against
the Crime of Genocide conference,
the Canonization ceremony and other
principal events with their mobile
phones and instantly posted them on
social mediawith appropriate hashtags.
As for ArmenianGenocidel00.org
updates, anew section named Pan-Arme-
nian Declaration has been added. There,
thetext of thedocumentstrand atedinto 10
languages can be found, including Polish,
Persianand German. Another newly-added
section is ‘Upcoming events where the
list of the upcoming events worldwide
regarding the Genocide is regularly up-
dated with necessary details.
‘Exhibitions' section was also
added after the launch of the website.
Here, organized materials for exhibi-
tions can be found. Anyone can down-
|oad them and organizean exhibitionin
their city. However, they should con-
tact those in charge in advance.
“During this period, the library of
the website has also been updated. For
instance, the photo and video archive
sections, where photo series and videos
depicting different eventsheldin Arme-
nia are placed. Another example is the
website’ sregularly updatedlist of litera-
ture. To conclude, | would like to noted
that for the moment new materials and
updates are planned for different sec-
tions of thewebsite,” Y epremyan. Said.

YEREVAN -- The Armenian
Genocide Museum Institute has ob-
tained arareoriginal phototakenby an
unknown photographer in 1915.

The photo depicts homeless Ar-
menian orphans wandering in the
streets of Diyarbakir and Austrian sol-
diers giving them bread.

Hayk Demoyan, Director of the
Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute,

upl oadedthephoto on hisFacebook page.

“This can be inferred from the
Germaninscription on the photograph.
The picture was most likely taken by
German soldiers as it was found in
Germany.

A truly unique photographic
sample that depicts the consequences
of the Genocide,” wrote Demoyan on
his Facebook page.

Concerts in Spain Comemmorate

Armenian Genocide

MADRID (Armradio.am) -- The
State Youth Orchestra of Armenia,
under the baton of maestro Sergey
Smbatyan, performed on the same
stage with world-renowned violinist
AraMalikian, who was nominated for
“Latin Grammy.”

The concerts took place on Sep-
tember 25, in“Mozart” ConcertHall in
Zaragoza, and on September 26 in
Royal Theatre of Madrid.

Works by Khachaturian,
M endelssohn, Paganini, Tchaikovsky
and others, works from “Led Zeppe-
lin” repertoirewere performed. M Ara
Malikian’s “1915”, dedicated to the
victims of the Armenian Genocide,
specially written for these concerts,
was also presented.

Artistic Director and Principal
Conductor of the State Y outh Orches-
traof ArmeniaSergey Smbatyansaidit

was interesting for the Orchestra and
for himself to work with a unique
musicianlike AraMalikian.

AraMalikianwasborninBeirut,
studied in London and livesin Madrid.
He is a virtuoso violinist with bright
expressiveness, an author of a dozen
albums. The sound of hisviolinisthe
most original and innovative in the
contemporary music world. Malikian
participates in numerous prestigious
international competitions, perform-
ing more than 450 concerts in 40
countriesaround theworld every year.

Sergey Smbatyan noted al so that
in 2016 they will try to invite Ara
Malikian to Armenia. “We are always
looking for Armeniansin other nations
but we forget that we have real Arme-
nian heroes that affect the formation
of the image of Armenia abroad,”
Smbatyan added.



Sacred Chanting from Aleppo, Syria

By Florence Avakian

NEW YORK -- Ancient Arme-
nian chants from the Forty Martyrs
Armenian Church (Karasoon Mangants)
in Aleppo enveloped the Kavookjian
Auditorium of the Armenian Diocese
in New York on Friday evening, Sep-
tember 18. The event was sponsored
by the Krikor and ClaraZohrab Infor-
mation Center.

Inwelcoming thelarge audience,
the Executive Director of the Zohrab
Center, the Very Rev. Fr. Daniel
Findikyan who spent a summer six
years ago in this ancient city with his
students, called the unique experience
“lifechanging.” Hewastherewith his
students who had come to learn the
Armenian language, and he revealed
that Armenians have chanted in the
Forty Martyrs church since it was
constructed in 1429.

During the Armenian Genocide,
hundreds of thousands of Armenians
were deported to Syria, with tens of
thousands settling in Aleppo which
became the country’s economic cen-
ter. Thecurrent four year Syrian war
has greatly reduced Aleppo’s Arme-
nian population to half, leaving the
future of this vibrant historic city in
doubt.

Hopes to Unite a Turbulent World

TheFriday lecturewas presented
by Jason Hamacher who calls himself
an“Anglo-SaxonAmerican”. Hamacher
related that he has been exposed to
tragedies over the years, and wanted
to do something that expressed his
faith. A musician who mostly plays
drums in two bands, he has always
been fascinated by music of different
groups, and has visited Syria several
times during a six year span, docu-
menting the ancient prayers of the
Armenian, Sufi, Syriac and Assyrian
musical traditions of Aleppo. About a
year ago, he said he founded Lost
OriginProductions, amulti-mediacom-
pany which explores ancient civiliza-
tions, “with hopes that these ancient
Christian chants will unite our turbu-
lent world.”

During the program which fea-
tured aninterview of him by Anastasia
Tsioulcas, an associate producer for
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Lrmenian Chaating hrem Aleppo

NPR Music, and the former North
Americaeditor for Gramophone M aga-
zine, he showed afilm of the vibrant
city of Aleppo before the war, and the
current massive destruction that has
taken place during the last few years.
Accompanying the film was his audio
CD recording, Forty Martyrs, the sa-
cred Armenian chants he recorded on
locationin 2006 and 2010, sung by the
Very Rev. Fr. Yeznig Zegchanian.

Whilein Aleppo, hemade athree
hour “intriguing excursion” of the Forty
Martyrs Armenian Church, and asked
Fr.Y eznigwhat Armenian chantssound
like. He called the priest’s beautiful
baritone a cappella chanting of the
Lord’s Prayer (Hayr Mer) and Hor
Jam “gut-wrenching”. This was his
“first exposureto anything Armenian,”
he noted. “Not being Armenian by
blood, | was deeply moved and in-
spired by the Armenian culture,” he
related.

While there, he visited the
UNESCO World Heritage sites with
the numerous Armenian stone crosses
(khachkars), and realized that the
“world has recognized the profound-
ness of the Armenian culture.” And
during visitsto histwo favoriterestau-
rants in Aleppo which “of course”
were Armenian, he took note of the
“gorgeous’ wall illuminations, and
understood “how entrenched Arme-
nian culture was in Syria.”

He closed his presentation by
reading a 1946 poem “Farewell to
Aleppo”, written by an Armenian Geno-
cide survivor who had lost all his
family members, and had walked 1200
miles without shoes to Aleppo. With
visible emotion, he again used the ex-
pression, “gut-wrenching”.

Water on Mars Discovered in a Crater

Continued frompagel

disappear at colder times.

These downhill flows, known as
recurring slope lineae (RSL), often
have been described as possibly re-
lated to liquid water. The new findings
of hydrated salts on the slopes point to
what that relationship may be to these
dark features. Thehydrated saltswould
lower the freezing point of a liquid
brine, just as salt on roads here on

Earth causes ice and snow to melt
more rapidly. Scientists say it’slikely
ashallow subsurfaceflow, withenough
water wicking to the surfaceto explain
the darkening.

The spectrometer observations
show signatures of hydrated salts at
multiple RSL locations, but only when
the dark features were relatively wide.
Whentheresearcherslooked at the same
|locationsand RSL weren’t as extensive,
they detected no hydrated salt.

Donation: $125.00.

Mark Your Calander

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 - Celebratory Luncheon Honoring His Eminence
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian's 25th Anniversary of his Ordination as Bishop
& 35th Anniversary of his Ordination to the Sacred Order of Priesthood.
Champagne Reception following Divine Liturgy at the Galleria; Luncheon,
Kalaydjian Hall, Diocesan Complex, 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd., Burbank

For reservations and/or sponsorships. contact Church Office (818) 558-7474.
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SARF will Hold Telethon in February 2016

GLENDALE -- The Executive
committee of the Syrian Armenian
Relief Fund (SARF) will hold a
fundraising telethon in late February
2016 to providefinancial assistanceto
Syrian Armenians who are victims of
the ravaging civil war.

A special task force was formed
and preliminary activitieshavestarted.
Thetelethonwill bebroadcastin South-
ernCaliforniaon cable TV channels. It
will also be webcast worldwide on
www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org.
More details will be provided to
our community in the days to
come.

Pre-telethon fund raising has al-
ready started and representatives of
SARF will soon contact individuals
and various organizations to secure
their support.

We are confident that once again
our community will rise to the occa-
sion and do its utmost to give gener-
ously and help our suffering people.

SARF was established 3 years
agoinLosAngelesandiscomprised of
10 major organizations of the Arme-

nian community in the Southland:
Western Prelacy of the Armenian
Apostolic Church of America, West-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church,
Armenian Catholic Eparchy inNorth
America, The Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, The Arme-
nian Revolutionary Federation, The
Armenian Democratic Liberal Party,
Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
The Armenian Relief Society, Ar-
menian General Benevolent Union,
The Armenian Missionary Associa-
tion of America.

TEAM ARMENIA Continues its Quest to
Run the NYC Marathon

NEW Y ORK -
- The 2015 TCS
New York City
Marathonisfast ap-
proaching, and with
it comes the debut
of TEAM ARME-
NIA, which was
created by the New

Y ork Armenian Stu-
dents' Association
(ASA) as the first

official Armenian-
based running team to participate in
the race.

Earlier thisspring, theNew Y ork
ASA announced its approval as an
official charity partner of the mara-
thon. With the creation of its TEAM
ARMENIA, the New York ASA was
able to amass a group of six energetic
and enthusiastic runners to tackle the
grueling 26.2-mile course throughout
New Y ork’sfive boroughs. The brave
runners are as follows:

Berj Akian of New Jersey, run-
ning in his second NY C Marathon,

Armen Azarnia of New Jersey,
running in hisfirst NY C Marathon,

Heather Braun of Ohio, running
in her first NYC Marathon,

Chris Horne of Ohio, running in
hisfirst NYC Marathon,

Nora Iknadossian of New Y ork,
running in her first NYC Marathon,

Narek Tovmasyan of New Y ork,
running in hisfirst NY C Marathon.

TEAM ARMENIA hasdiligently
beentraining sinceMay inanticipation
of the fateful day on November 1st,
where it will join 50,000 fellow run-
ners. Designated training runs of as
long as 20 miles have been intended to
prepare TEAM ARMENIA’s runners
mentally and physically, while giving
them the confidence and a sense of
personal accomplishment to complete

the course.

Equally asimportant, thesix team
members have devoted themselves to
fundraise on behalf of the New Y ork
ASA to gather needed funds for sev-
eral new ASA educational and arts-
related initiatives in both the United
States and Armenia. These initiatives
includethefollowing:

Support of the Johannissyan I nsti-
tute in Armenia to digitize, restore and
preserve important archival documents.

Contribution to the ASA’s na-
tional college scholarship fund, which
grants thousands of dollars to deserv-
ing Armenian college students across
the U.S.

Preparation of the New York
ASA’s annual Art Exhibit, as well as
other lectures and social gatherings
organized with the intent of keeping
the Armenian community inNew Y ork
City viable and vibrant.

The fundraising goal of $3,000
per runner is challenging, but the run-
ners continue to aggressively focus on
theseeffortswhilesimultaneously pre-
paring to persevere against the hard
asphalt of the Big Apple.

For details on TEAM
ARMENIA’srunners, including ways
tosponsor their fundraising campaigns,
please go onlineto asainc.org or email
NY asa@asainc.org .

WWW.massi Spost.com
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A NEW CENTURY HAS BEGUN

In May of this year, more than two thousand Armenians from all over the world gathered in Washington,
[3.C. tor the Marional Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide (NCAGC), Together, we met o
honor the nearly 1.5 million lives lost during the Armenian Genocide of 1915 perpetuated by Ottoman
[urkey, and 1o recognize those whose selfless and heroic actions enabled the Armenian community 1o

survive and thrive today.

This week, President Sargsyan of the Republic of Armenia returns to the Unired States for the hest time
since arrending the NCAGC acrivities. In honor of his arrival, and in the Spirir of .'-:rr-.'t1ur|1rni:|1ll our
commitment 1o ongoing communication and collective action to build a more peaceful furure, 1 would

like to share a few highlights from the events.

Please visit HTTP://ARMENIANGENOCIDECENTENMIALORG for video and photos capturing the
week’s puwerful moments, including the Ecumenical Service at the National Cathedral, the
Banquet at the Marriott Marquis Concert at Strathmore and Divine Liturgy at the Basilica
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«  RAISING AWARENESS OF THE PAST: We solemnly remembered our ancestors

whao lost their lives during che Genocide,

» OFFERING GRATITUDE: “We celebrared lur.lu_‘.":e |"|l:ll.'.]i!-|21itlg,.{ ;:]-:1]:-;1] Armenian
CoOmmunicy, and honored heroes who m'||".v.~i.-.|j.' came to the aid of Armenians in

1 91 5—wirhour whom our communioy could nor exist,

» CALLING ON LEADERS AMD THE COMMUNITY TQ UNITE AGAIMST GENOCIDE:
We recognized thar only by working rogether can we forge a more peaceful furure
because genocide still prevails roday,
[ am proud to say, that thanks to your help and support, we achieved these aims. And on behalf of the
NCAGC Committee, we offer vou our deepest apprediation for joining us in making this a realiry.
Char hope is that you were inspired to come together, connect and share in our unique culture, The
momentous weekend in May served as a vestament o whar we can achieve through collaborarion and

partne |'~chip gcross diverse Armenian commurnities, organizations and entities worldwide. [ am humbled
by our communiry and grareful thar it not only survives, bur thrives, and will continue 1o do so for the

NExXL one |I|.]I'li.|IL'L:| yialls.

sincercly yours,

NMOUBAR AFEYAM

Chmraraen, Nintiomn Cemmremenniton of ibe A Crenecsar Cenfemmn (INCACC)




