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Moscow-Yerevan Bus Crash:
Eight Armenians Killed, Many Injured

YEREVAN -- A commercial bus
en routefrom Moscow to Y erevan, the
capital of Armenia, capsized in the
small hours of Tuesday 221 km south
of Moscow, TASS reports.

At least eight Armenians were
killed and 42 others injured, the press
service of the Tularegional main de-
partment of the Interior said.

Citing authorities in Russia,
Armenia sMinistry of Emergency Situ-
ations said that 34 of the injured pas-
sengers were rushed to hospitals in
nearby Russian towns. “According to
doctors’ evaluation, nineof theinjured
persons arein asevere condition,” the
ministry said in a statement. “ There
were no children on the bus.”

The accident occurred at the

221st kilometer of the M4 Don federal
road at around 02:40 Moscow Stan-
dard Time on Tuesday. The bus was
carrying 59 passengersaboard, Andrey
Yartsev, a duty spokesman for Tula
regional Interior Departmenttold TASS.
The busbelongsto an Armenian trans-
port company King Deluxe.

The RIA Novosti news agency
cited Russianpoliceofficialsin Tulaas
suggesting that the Chinese-madeHiger
bus may have broken down during a
Moscow-Y erevan service. They also
did not rule out the possibility of the
bus driver having fallen asleep at the
wheel.

“The bus was moving in the

Continued on page4

Fethullah Gilen's Movement
Secretly Funded 200 Trips to Turkey
for US Lawmakers and Staff

WASHINGTON (USA TODAY)
-- Fethullah Gllen's movement has
secretly funded asmany as 200 tripsto
Turkey for members of Congress and
staff since 2008, apparently repeat-
edly violating Houserulesand possibly
federal law,aUSA TODAY investiga-
tion has found.

The group has been accused by
the Turkish government of attempting
acoup inthat country. Turkish leaders
have asked the United States to extra-
dite Gulen from the remote compound
in rural Pennsylvania where he has
lived for 20 years.

A dozen different Giilen groups
have sponsored congressional travel
since 2008 and have filed forms with
the House certifying that they were
paying for the trips. But a USA TO-
DAY investigationfound many of those
disclosures were apparently false.
Some of the Glenist groups claimed
to be certified nonprofits, but they do
not appear in state or IRS databases of
approved charities. Groups that did
register with the IRS filed tax forms
indicating that they did not pay for
congressional travel. And five of the
groups admitted to congressional in-

Fethullah Gulen

vestigators earlier this year that a
Gulenist group in Turkey was secretly
covering the costs of travel inside
Turkey for lawmakers and staff.

Congressional disclosures show
the Gllen-backed trips totaled more
than $800,000 in free travel for law-
makers and staff.

In July 2015 Buzzfeed website
revealed that the supporters of the
ideology of the Gilen movement in
Turkey and the U.S.A. in the last 8
yearshavespent 1.5milliondollarsfor
|obbying against the Armenian Geno-
cide recognition.

Three Armenians Re-Elected
to Turkish Parliament

SelinaDogan Markar Esayan and GaroPaylan

ANKARA -- Three Armenians
have been reelected to the Turkish
Parliament as a result of the Sunday's
preterm parliamentary election. They
are HDP Istanbul MP Garo Paylan,
CHP Istanbul MP Selina Dogan and
AKPIlstanbul MPMarkar Esayanwere
re-elected to the parliament.

According to the unofficial re-
sults, Armenian, Syriac, Mhalmite,
Yazidi and Roman minority groups
MPs who were elected to the parlia-
ment on June 7 remain in the parlia-
ment. Only Azeri minority representa-
tive form HDP list lost her seat.

The Islamic-rooted Justice and
Development Party (AKP) won nearly
50 percent of the votein the November
1 elections, enoughto ensure 315 seats
inthe550-member parliament andform
a single-party government. Prelimi-
nary results showed the main opposi-
tion CHP party on track to win just

over 25 percent.

Another opposition party — the
MHP - and the pro-Kurdish Peoples'
Democratic Party (HDP) crossed the
10 percent threshold needed to claim
seats.

In June, the MHP won 16.3 per-
cent of the vote but with Sunday’s
vote its share had collapsed to 11.6
percent. It wasn't alone in suffering:
the AK Pattracted back enough Kurdish
voters to depress the vote of the HDP,
which appeared to have seen its sup-
port drop to about 10 percent from just
over 13 percent in June.

SomeanalystssaidtheHDPlikely
suffered from the renewed hostilities
between Kurdish separatist and Turk-
ish authorities.

The preterm el ectionswere called
afterthe AKPlostinJuneitsparliamen-
tary mgjority for the first time in 13
years and attempts to form a coalition.

Armenia-NATO Unique Cooperation
Contributes to Peace and Stability

YEREVAN --
NATO Liaison Of-
ficer to the South
Caucasus Region,
William Lahue has
stressed the impor-
tance of Armenia-
NATO relations,
callingthemunique.

“Armenia is
the only CSTO |
member state
whichisinvolvedin [#%
theNATO-ledinter-
national peacekeeping missions. It in-
dicates that NATO respects its part-
ners' sovereigndecisions’, stated Wil -
liam Lahue during a press conference
inY erevan.

According to Lahue, NATO
builds relations with Armenia on the
basis of partnership interests, rather
than a competitive basis, and the aim
of Armenia-NATO cooperation is to
contribute to peace and stability not
only in the region, but also around the
world.

“We are not only going to main-

tain the achieved in Armenia-NATO
relations but we are seeking for new
areas of cooperation. As far as rela-
tions between NATO and its partners
are concerned, it's important to re-
member that it’ sthe partner statesthat
determine the level of their involve-
ment”, noted William L ahue

“Armenia makes full use of all
the NATO’ stools meant for its part-
ners. Armenian peacekeepers par-
ticipationinthe NATO-led missions
isavividexampleof it”, said William
Lahue.
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Armenia Welcomes Paraguay Senate’s

Recognition of Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN -- Armenia has wel-
comed the recognition of the Armenian
Genocide by the Senate of Paraguay.

The Chamber of Senators of
Paraguay unanimously adopted adec-
laration Thursday recognizing the Ar-
menian Genocide committed by the
Ottoman Empire between 1915 and
1923 and denouncing it as crime
against humanity according to the
Senate’s website.

The bill was presented by Sena-
tors Pedro Santa Cruz, Victor Bogado,
Arnoldo Wiens, Eduardo Petta San
Martin, CarlosAmarilla, Miguel Abdon
Saguier, Arnaldo Giuzzio, Roberto

Acevedo and Sixto Pereira.

Expressing appreciation of this
step, Armenia Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian said that the Para-
guay Senate has made an important
contribution to the international
community's efforts to prevent crimes
against humanity.

The minister said that the con-
tinuous expansion of the recognition
of the Armenian Genocide proves that
crimes against humanity do not have
statute of limitations and even a cen-
tury after the Armenian Genocide the
humanity continues to recognize and
condemn that hideous crime.

Two Ethnic Armenians Among Victims

of Russian Plane

MOSCOW -- According to the
latest reports, two ethnic Armenians—
both citizensof Russia—werekilledon
board the Russian passenger jet that
crashed in Egypt on October 31.

Kogalymavia/Metrojet Flight
9268 en route to St. Petersburg is
thought to have broken up in midair
shortly after takeoff from the resort
city of Sharmel-Sheikh, killing all 224
people, including seven crew mem-
bers, aboard the Airbus A321-200.

Armenia sMinistry of Foreign
Affairs said there were no Arme-

nian citizens on the plane. Later it
was reported that two ethnic Ar-
menians were also killed in what
became Russia's worst-ever avia-
tion disaster.

One of the victims is Leonid
M natsakanov, a 39-year-old native of
Russia’'s Volgograd oblast. The other
isArmen Vishnev, a 27-year-old resi-
dent of St. Petersburg.

Most of the victims on the plane
were citizens of Russia. Among the
victims were also citizens of Belarus
and Ukraine.

Italian Abruzzo Region Recognize

Armenian Genocide

YEREVAN -- At a sitting held
on October 27 the Regional Council
of Abruzzo unanimously adopted a
resolution, expressing solidarity with
the Armenian people on the 100th
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide and with their struggle for the

recognition of historic truth and pro-
tection of human rights.

“Today we wrote a beautiful
page in the political history of our
region,” author of the bill Luciano
Monticelli from the ruling Demo-
cratic Party declared after the adop-

Armenian, Georgian Presidents Discuss Economic
Cooperation, Regional Security Issues

TBILISI (RFE/RL) -- President
Serzh Sarkisian discussed with
Georgia’s Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili joint energy projectsand
praisedtheir impact on Georgia-Arme-
nian relationsduring aworking visit to
Thilisi on Friday.

Official statements on the talks
suggested that they focused on eco-
nomic issues. Gharibashvili’s office
said the two men discussed “pros-
pects for enhancing economic coop-
eration” between the two neighboring
states. It gave no details.

A statement by the Armenian
presidential pressservicesaid Sarkisian
and Gharibashvili “ stressed theimpor-
tance of the implementation of infra-
structure projects, including on en-
ergy, of regional significance.” It said
they agreed that those projects “will
considerably strengthen economicties
between Armenia and Georgia.”

The statement most probably re-
ferred to the unfol ding construction of
a fourth Armenian-Georgian electric-
ity transmission line which is sup-
posed to synchronize the two coun-
tries’ power grids. The $115 million

projectisfinanced by Germany’ sstate-
run development bank KfW and the
European Union.

Gharibashvili and Georgian En-
ergy Minister Kakha Kaladze discussed
the issue with their Armenian counter-
parts when they visited Yerevan last
year. The Armenian Ministry of Energy
and Natural Resources said at the time
that two sides will be able to more than
triplemutual electricity suppliesafter the
new line goes on stream in 2018.

Sarkisian’s latest trip to Thilisi
comes as the Georgian government is
exploring the possibility of diversify-
ing the sources of natural gas supplied
to Georgia. The bulk of that gas is
currently imported from Azerbaijan.

Georgia could specifically start
buyinggasfromRussiaor Iran. Kaladze
said on Wednesday that he will visit
Tehran next month to discuss the mat-
ter with lranian officials.

A deal with Iran would make
Armenia a potential transit route for
Iranian gas deliveries to Georgia. Ar-
menia has been importing relatively
modest volumesof Iranian gasthrough
apipeline builtin 2007.

Armenia Wins Top Award at OGP
International Competition

YEREVAN -- Armeniahaswona
top prize at the Open Government
Partnership’s annual award event be-
ing held in Mexico City.

Thisyear Armenia participated
for the first time in the competition
and won a top award among the
countries of the Asian-South Pacific
region. The ceremony was attended
by President of Mexico Enrique Pefia
Nieto, who handed in the honorary
award.

Armeniawasawardedfor the” Cre-
ation and introduction of community
management and devel opment-oriented
information systemsin regional admin-
istrations” initiative. A programreferred
to as “Smart community” (Smart Mu-
nicipality) waspresentedtothejury. The
program is meant to increase efficiency
inthe activities of Armenia slocal self-
governanceauthoritiesandimprovepub-
lic servicesbased on the principles open
governance.

This year's event, which
opened on Thursday, addresses the

mechanisms of improving public
services through open governance
principles. It attracted participation
bids from 35 of the 66 members of
theinitiative.

tion of the document.

“The unanimous adoption of a
resolution on such an important is-
sue is an evidence of the maturity of

the Council,” he said.

Abruzzo Regiona Council became
the 99th self-government body in Italy
to recognize the Armenian Genocide.
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100 Lives and NEF Launch $7 Million
Fund for At-Risk Middle East Children

NEW YORK -- 100 Lives and
Near East Foundation (NEF) have es-
tablished anew eight-year educational
scholarship to benefit one hundred at-
risk children from the Middle East.

The new 7 million dollars pro-
gram was announced at the Near East
Foundation’s (NEF) Centennial Gala
beforean audience of humanitarianaid
leaders and members of the Armenian
community.

100Livesand NEF developedthe
program together as a way to express
gratitude on behalf of the Armenian
community to the peopleof theMiddle
East who offered shelter and food to
the survivors of the Armenian Geno-
cide a century ago.

The 100 Lives and Near East
Foundation Gratitude Scholarship Pro-
gramwill provide children affected by
conflict, displacement and poverty the
opportunity to study at UWC Dilijan,
aninternational co-educational board-
ing school currently hosting students
from over 60 countries, or other UWC
network schools around the world.

The program will be adminis-
tered through the Scholae M undi Foun-
dation, which aimsto provide students
with opportunitiesto devel op theknowl-
edge, skills and attitudes needed to
contributeto theinternational commu-
nity and catalyze social change.

The 100 Lives initiative was
founded this year to celebrate those
who helped destitute Armenians one
hundred years ago, allowing their de-
scendants to survive and thrive. This
Scholarship is one of the many ways
100 LIVES seeks to continue in their
spirit by supporting peopleand organi-
zations working to keep the legacy of
gratitude alive today.

“We are proud to be able to help
parents experiencing great hardship
and uncertainty to secure a better fu-
ture for their children, as our parents
and grandparents were able to do for
us. It is with great pride that we an-

100 LIVES

wrsed, 10 S

nounce our partnership with the Near
East Foundation, and with eager an-
ticipation that we look to identify the
scholarship recipients.” said Ruben
Vardanyan, co-founder of 100 Lives.

“By providing crucial access to
education, we truly hope to be able to
providethese children opportunitiesto
have the successful future they de-
serve-much liketheextraordinary work
the NEF has been committed to these
past hundred years,” said Armine
Afeyan - daughter of 100 Lives co-
founder, Noubar Afeyan.

NEF will facilitate this scholar-
ship as a part of its larger mission to
deliver education, community organi-
zation and economic development
throughout theMiddle East and Africa.
Originally foundedin1915asthe Ameri-
can Committeefor Armenian and Syr-
ian Relief and later incorporated asthe
Near East Relief through an act of
Congress, NEF has played a crucial
roleover thepast 100 yearsin assisting
the world’s most vulnerable popula-
tions.

“The Near East Foundation is
proud to celebrate its centennial anni-
versary by enabling a 100 driven and
in-need students to receive a world-
class education. We areexcited tojoin
100 Lives in rewarding talented stu-
dents and future leaders the opportu-
nity to excel and succeed.” said NEF
President Dr. Charles Benjamin.

The first recipients of the schol-
arshipwill beenrolledin UWC schools
in 2016.

Old Armenian Cemetery Restored
in Indian City of Hyderabad

HYDERABAD -- The Armenian
cemetery in the Indian city of
Hyderabad will soon be open for visi-
torsafter lying in astate of neglect for
decades.

The Department of Archaeology
and Museums, which is the custodian
of the cemetery, decided to renovate

the Armenian cemetery intheadminis-
trative center of Telengana, Southern
India, The Hindu reports.

19 Armenians, including two
Armenian priests, whodiedinthe 17th
and 18th centuries, are buried in the
cemetery.

Armeniansfirst cameto Indiain

Westminster Abbey Service Remembers

Armenian Genocide Martyrs

WESTMINISTER ABBEY --
President Serzh Sarkisian, Prince
Charles of Wales, and Catholicos
Karekin1l, attended a Special Service
to celebrate the lives of the newly-
sainted Armenian Martyrs of 1915 at
Westminster Abbey on Wednesday
28th October 2015. The National An-
them of the United Kingdom and that
of the Republic of Armeniaweresung.

In his Bidding, the Dean of
Westminster, the Very Reverend Dr
John Hall, said: ‘ Cain rose up against
his brother Abel and killed him. Then
the Lord said to Cain, ‘Whereis your
brother Abel? He said, ‘I do not
know; am | my brother's keeper?
And the Lord said, ‘What have you
done? Listen; your brother’s blood is
crying out to me from the ground!

‘The ancient account in the holy
Bible of Cain killing his brother Abel
rings down through the centuries and
generations. The blood of countless
men, women and children, split
through crimes of passion and of hate,
intercommunal rivalry, civil conflict
and warfare continues to cry out to
God from the ground. And the blood
continues to be spilt.

‘This evening we call to mind
the killing of innocent Armenians a
hundred years ago. With sorrow we
remember so much blood spilt. With
thanksgiving we celebrate the Holy
Martyrs and ask for their prayers.
With longing we pray for peace and
reconciliation between peoples di-
vided.’

The Reverend Professor Vernon

White, Canon in Residence read He-
brews 4: 14-16 and His Grace Bishop
Hovakim Manukian, Primate of the
Armenian Church in the United King-
dom and Ireland, read St Mark 10: 35-
45.

The Address was given by The
Right Reverend and Right Honourable
Dr Richard Chartres KCV O, Bishop of
London.

Prayerswereled by the Reverend
Christopher Stoltz, Minor Canon and
Precentor of Westminster, and read by
Baroness Cox; Shakeh Major
Tchilingirian, mother of agreat-grand-
child of survivors from Cilicia; Ellen
Adamian, great-granddaughter of sur-
vivors from Moush and Sassoun; His
Excellency Dr Armen Sarkissian, Am-
bassador of the Republic of Armeniato
the Court of St James's, former Prime
Minister of Armenia (1996-1997)
grandson of survivors from Erzerum
and Alashkert; and the Reverend Pro-
fessor Vernon White, Canon in Resi-
dence.

At theinvitation of the Dean, the
Bishop of London, representing the
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the
Catholicos of All Armenians, pro-
nounced the Blessing.

The service was sung by the St
Y eghiche Armenian Church Choir, di-
rected by Aris Nadirian. Music during
the servicewasaccompanied by Arthur
Bovikyn, Organist, St Y eghiche Arme-
nian Church. Music before and after
the servicewas played by Martin Ford,
Assistant Organist.

16-17th centuries. these were mainly
traders travelling through Persia, Af-
ghanistan and Tibet. “ A large number
of Armenians settled in Hyderabad
during the 17th century. Though there
are no written records of their activi-
ties, traditions and social conditions,
the Armenian epitaphs acknowledge
their presence,” the former Deputy
Director of the Department M.A.
Qayyum said.

Armenian-Cemetry-Hyderabad-
3webThe graves of the two priests
Rev Johannes, who died in 1680, and
Rev. Margar, who died in 1724, are
also here. A single dome on the pre-
mises representing the Qutb Shahi
styleof architecture and two mandapa-
like structures, one square and the
other octagonal, are distinct features
of the cemetery.

The existence of the Armenian
cemetery became known thanks to the
historian Mohammed Ziauddin Ahmed
Shakeb. He came across a letter dating
from 1907, in which there was a men-
tion about the cemetery.

“Dr. Shakeb chanced upon a let-
ter written by British Resident W. Haig
in Hyderabad to a government official
in 1907 about the Armenian cemetery.
Soon, officials were informed about it
and the place wasidentified,” Qayyum
explained.

Thelocal authoritieshaveal ready
cleared theterritory and are renovating
thewall. The tough task for themisthe
restoration of engravingsonthegraves.
The government may seek the help of
Armenianauthoritiesto establishing the
identity of those buried in the cem-
etery, the article reads.
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Canadian Armenian Ice Dancer
Tina Garabedian to Represent Armenia
in 2018 Olympics

LAVAL, CANADA -- 18-year-
oldCanadian ArmeniaTinaGarabedian,
who has been skating with the Laval
Figure Skating Club since she was
four, will be wearing the colors of
Armenia in the 2018 Olympics in
Pyeongchang, South Korea, The Sub-
urban reports.

Garabedian, holding dual citizen-
ship, realized shehad asmall chance of
representing Canada’ snational teamin
2018 given the strength of the Cana-
dian team in the figure skating world.
She put all the odds in her favor and
will represent Armenia.

Her debut ice dancewaswith her
long-standing partner Alexandre
Lalibertéin 2012. Garabedian changed
partners six months ago and will ice
dance with Simon Proulx-Senecal,
former dance partner to Laval's
M élissande Dumas.

The duo recently took home a
bronze medal in the short program,
senior dance at the Lake Placid Ice
Dance Championshipsin New Y ork.

Theteamal soimpressedthejudges
with a short program at the George-
Ethier Memorial Competition held in
Beauport this September taking home
second place. During this competition,
they also qualified for the European
Championships to be held from Jan. 25

to 31, 2016, in Bratislava, Slovakia.

They will also competein Austria
and Croatia before Christmas and hope
to earn 29 points (short) and 49 points
(long) for technique in both competi-
tions, in order to qualify for the World
Championships. They needtofinish 24th
to qualify for the Olympicsin 2018.

The duo trains 20 hours a week
at Pierrefonds’ Sportplexe 4 Glaces
under thecoaching skillsof EliseHamel,
ShawnWinter and choreographer Shae
Zukiwsky.

17th Annual Peace Through Music Concert
Dedicated to the Armenian Genocide

PASADENA --
The Pasadena Hu-
man Relations Com-
mission proudly pre-
sents it's 17th an-
nual Peace Though
Music concert a
dedication to “Cen-
tennial Armenian
Genocideand Human
Rights’.
Theconcertwill
take place on Satur-
day November 7,
2015, 7:30 PM- 9:00
PM at theFirst church
of Nazarene of Pasa-
dena, 3700 East Si-
erra Madre Blvd.,
Pasadena 91107.
Thisyear multi-
talented of National
and International cali-
ber Artistsaretaking
part in thisimportant
concert to pay trib-
ute to the CENTEN-
NIAL ARMENIAN
GENOCIDEAND HUMAN RIGHTS.
TheArtistsconsist of: Scott Priest,
National and International Tenor, Ying
Ying Huang, concert pianist, Raffi
Kerbabian, Tenor, Arpy Panossian-
Aintablian, vocal, Suzy Baghdoyan, pia-
nist, Dr. Svetlana Oganesian, violinist,
Steve Richards, cellist, Serna Wang,
pianist and famous and celebrated
Hamazkayin Ani Dance Company.
“Everyone should attend this im-
portant concert and cause. This is an
opportunity for everyone to unite on
Saturday November 7th in honor of the
Centennial Armenian Genocideand stand
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up for: peace, harmony, unity , love and
Human Rightsamong all people.” stated
Pasadena Human Relations Commis-
sioner and Event Chair Nat Nehdar,
“May God bless the souls of all the
Armenian GenocidevictimsinHeaven.”

The Peace Through Music con-
cert was founded in the wake of the
shootings at Columbine High School in
Littleton, Colorado on April 20, 1999,
and has become an annual cornerstone
for the City of Pasadena Human Rela-
tions Commission that allows usto find
common bonds through music the uni-
versal language of love.

November 7, 2015

Armenian Genocide Movie ‘The Cut’
to Screen at Fresno Film Festival

By Yvette Mancilla
(Hye Sharzhoom)

A historical epic seven yearsin
the making about the Armenian Geno-
cidewill makeitsCentral Valley debut
at the 2015 Fresno Film Festival.

“The Cut” will screen at 3 p.m.
on Saturday, Nov. 14 at the historic
Tower Theatre, as part of the Nov. 13-
15 Festival, which cel ebratesindepen-
dent voices in cinema.

Beginning in Armenia in 1915,
“The Cut” follows one man’s journey
through the Ottoman Empire after sur-
viving the Genocide. Nazaret (Tahar
Rahim), a young blacksmith from
Mardin, Turkey, is ripped from his
family and isforced to work asaslave
|aborer. Y ears|ater, he begins a conti-
nent-crossing quest to reunite with his
twin daughters.

Turkish-Germanfilmmaker Fatih
Akin directed and co-wrote the film
with Armenian-American screenwriter
Mardik Martin. Martin—best known
for writing the Martin Scorsese films
“RagingBull,” “New Y ork, New Y ork”
and “ Mean Streets”—will make aspe-
cial appearance to discuss the film,
presented by Fresno Filmworks and
co-sponsored by the Armenian Stud-
ies Program at Fresno State.

With few films touching on the
genocide, let alonedepictingit, Martin
said in anews release: “A story about
survivorsof the Armenian Genocideis
a sensitive subject to tackle. | never
imagined anyonewould have the cour-
age to do it. Fatih has that courage. ...
I can only hope that theaudience is
able to delve into the feel of the era
and its turbulence and upheaval. For
me as an Armenian, thisis an incred-
ible adventure movie.”

With a large Armenian commu-
nity in the Central Valley, Fresno
Filmworks president Jefferson Bea-
vers reiterated the importance of the
screening.

“In this 100th anniversary year
of the Genocide, | cannot think of a
moreculturally relevant or historically

2 fresno film festival
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important film we could possibly
show,” Beavers said. “It's an honor
and our duty, not just to our Armenian
brothers and sisters, but to our entire
community, to show this movie in
Fresno.”

“It is wonderful that such an
important film is being screened in
Fresno. The Armenian Studies Pro-
gramisplease to be a co-sponsor. The
film is especially timely and | think it
will be well received in the commu-
nity,” said Armenian Studies Program
Coordinator Barlow Der Mugrdechian.

Dr. Sergio La Porta, Berberian
Professor of Armenian Studies at
Fresno State, said it can also be seen as
a reflection of positive change within
the Turkish community of artists and
intellectuals.

“The idea that you have Arme-
nian and Turkish people working to-
gether on this film—I think is a won-
derful way in which art can bring two
communities that have this historic
injustice standing between them to
bring them closer together to apoint of
mutual understanding,” La Portasaid.
“It’ sespecially great to haveaTurkish
director to be involved in this.”

Visit FresnoFilmworks.org for
details on the showing of the film and
to buy tickets.

Moscow-Yerevan Bus Crash

Continued frompagel

southward direction,” Yartsev said.
“For the reason that’s yet to be estab-
lished it began to waggle from one
guardrail to another over adistance of
about 200 meters and eventually
tumbled on the right board.”

Theregional division of theMin-
istry for Emergency Situations and
Civil Defense dispatched a group of
operatives to clear out and coordinate
the situation.

Andrey Yartsev did not rule out,
however, that the number of the in-
jured might grow eventually.

The driver was not injured but
was in a state of shock and unable to
give any explanations for or details of
the accident.

President Serzh Sarkisian, mean-
while, offered his condolences to the
victims' familiesinaspecial statement

issued later on Tuesday. “ Our people,
each of us, suffered a great loss last
night,” he said.

Sarkisian said he has instructed
Armenian law-enforcement officials
to identify the causes of the accident
jointly with their Russian colleagues.
Hesaid he hasalsotold “relevant bod-

es’ to come up with a set of measures
that will “substantially increase” the
saf ety of international bustravel toand
from Armenia.

It was announced afterwards that
the Armenian government has formed
an ad hoc interagency commission “in
connection with” the accident. The
commission headed by Transport Min-
ister Gagik Beglarianwasquick to hold
itsfirst meetingin Y erevan. Beglarian
announced at the meeting that he will
fly to Tula on Tuesday evening to
“coordinate work on at the scene with
Russian colleagues.”
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GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZA

PRESENTS

GAIDZE MOVIE NIGHT

*WELCOME TO AMERICA™
Armenian Comedy
Thursday, November 12, 2015 at 7:30 pm
AEBLU Garo Soghanalian Hall
1060 M, Allan Avenue, Pasadena, CA
Fee 510, dinner included
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