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Fundraising for-orphans and childrenin need.
Together let's make a difference.

DECEMBER 611 2015 at 5pm

PALLADIO BANQUET HALL
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Over $10.3 Million Raised at Annual
Armenia Fund Theleton
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$10,378,465
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LOS ANGELES -- The annua
Thanksgiving Day worldwide Arme-
nia Fund telethon broadcast live from
LosAngeleshasraised $10,378,465in
pledges and donations for major char-
ity programsin Armenia and Artsakh.

This year’s flagship ground-
breaking project is the construction of
single family homes for families in
Artsakh who have 5 children or more
and lack adequate housing. There are
already 466 families identified in
Artsakhwhofitthecriteriaand 211 are
known to livein unacceptable housing
conditions.

The homes that Armenia Fund
constructs will have land plots of
10,000 sq. ft. each, where the families
can grow fruits and vegetables. Arme-
nia Fund will provide furniture for
every room in the house as well as
provide household appliances, includ-

@1'.- ks

ing water heaters, refrigerators, wash-
ers, stoves and vacuum cleaners.

According to the program, prior-
ity will begiventolowincomefamilies,
as well as the families of active duty
officers of the armed forces, families
of veterans of the Artsakh Liberation
War and to the survivors of soldiers
who lost their lives defending Artsakh.

Over 1.3 million euros were
pledged by Armenians around Europe
in a preceding Phoneathon held on
November 18-22 for the construction
of community centers in Nagorno-
Karabakh, expansion of agricultural
projects in Armenia’s Tavush region
and assistance to the Armenian com-
munities of Syria and Iraqg.

Last year’ s Telethon raised some
$12.4millionfor completion of amajor
road project connecting Armenia and
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Opposition Protesters Scuffle with
Riot Police in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- Hundreds of pro-
testers scuffled withriot policelate on
Tuesday as they marched through
downtown Yerevan at the start of a
nonstop demonstration organized by
an Armenian opposition alliance seek-
ingtotopplePresident Serzh Sarkisian.

The New Armenian Public Salva-
tion Front, acoalition of hardline opposi-
tion forces, staged the march after rally-
ing supporters in Liberty Square. Ad-
dressing the crowd, its leaders renewed
their callsfor Sarkisiantocall off Sunday’s
referendum on his controversial consti-
tutional changes and step down.

“The revolution has begun,” one
of them, Zhirayr Sefilian, declared be-
fore chanting “Death to the regime!”
from the podium.

Sefilian and Raffi Hovannisian,
another opposition leader, claimed that
Sarkisian’ sresignationisimminent, urg-
ing the Armenian police not to carry out
“illegal” government orders. “A new
Armeniaisborn,” said Hovannisian.

The crowd was stopped and
pushed back by riot police when it
approached the headquarters of the

ruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK). Policeofficersat thescenedid
not allow Hovannisiantolay abouquet
of flowers at the entrance to the build-
ing, sparking angry reactionsfrom the
protesters.

“Our pressure on theregime will
bepeaceful,” Sefiliansaidtherethrough
a megaphone. “Nobody must doubt
that the regime will cavein.”

“We won't go back home until
we get rid of thisregime,” the outspo-
ken opposition added, urging more
Armenians to join the “civil disobedi-
ence” campaign.

Theprotestersagainbriefly clashed
with security forces shortly afterwards
when the latter refused to allow a New
Armeniavan carrying sound amplifiers
to escort the procession.

The police issued a statement
later in the evening condemning the
“provocative actions” of the opposi-
tionists and urging Hovannisian and
Sefilianto* sober up.” “Theorganizers
of the gathering will bear full respon-
sibility for the consequences of such
actions,” warned a police statement.

Organized Criminal Gang Arrested in Yerevan
Large Weapons Cache Seized

YEREVAN -- Armenian National
Security Service (NSS) reports that it
has uncovered a criminal gang in
Y erevan that was planning to carry out
a series of serious crimesin Armenia.

In a statement published on its
official website, the NSS said that the
service's task force combating terror-
ism (Alfa) and the Armenian Police
department combating organized crime
havecarried ajoint raid on Wednesday
“neutralizeding” a group of armed
peopleinY erevanthat allegedly planned
to carry out terrorist actsin the Arme-
nian capital.

According to the press state-
ment, Armenia’s National Security
Service received information that Ar-
meniancitizen Arthur Valeri Vardanyan,
34, who resided in Spain after 1997

andtemporarily livedinY erevansince
April 2015, set up and led a criminal
groupwiththeaimof committing grave
and particularly grave crimes in the
territory of Armenia. He recruited 19
Armenian citizens — most of them un-
employed - five residents of Y erevan,
seven people from Shirak province,
threefrom Armavir province, twofrom
Lori province, and three residents of
Kotayk, Gegharkunik and Syunik prov-
inces, including 4 women and 3 veter-
ans of Karabakh war.

In order to carry out their crimi-
nal intents, the organized group pur-
chased arms and ammunition and kept
theminhouseNo 78in Nork district of
Yerevan. The house was rented be-

Continued on page3

Garo Paylan: Tahir El¢i’s Murder Similar to

Hrant Dink's Assassionation

ANKARA -- Armenian MP Garo
Paylan greeted his colleagues at the
Turkish Parliamentin Armenian*®Barev
dzez”, Ermenihaber.am reports, quot-
ing the Turkish Milliyet.

AddressingtheParliament, Paylan
from the opposition Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) referred to the
killing of Kurdish lawyer and human
rightsactivist Tahir Elci in Diyarbakir.
Hecompared Elci with Armenianjour-
nalist Hrant Dink, calling him a“dove
of peace.”

The Armenian MP strongly criti-
cized the authorities. “ Thereis dust on
the state ‘three fingersthick.” Our duty
isto clean the dust, instead of hiding it.
We covered the murder of Hrant Dink,
which led to the reoccurrence of the
crime. Another “doveof peace” — Tahir
Elci waskilled,” Paylan said.

“LikeHrant Dink, Elci wascom-
mitted to fighting for the sake of to
peace, brotherhood and democracy.
Bothwerekilled. And thisistheresult
of the dust that has covered the state,”
he said.

HDP'sgroup deputy chairman and
Diyarbakir MP Idris Baluken made an
application to Turkish parliamentray

speaker's office for a parliamentary in-
vestigation on the murder of Tahir Elci.

Baluken stated that the murder of
Tahir El¢i must bepolitically assessed.
In his petition, he reminded the state-
ments of Tahir El¢i that he made be-
fore his murder: “In this ancient re-
gion, in this place that belongs to hu-
manity, we don't want clashes, opera-
tions and wars anymore.”

Pointing out that Elci devoted his
lifeto find and punish the perpetrators
of unidentified murders, Baluken also

Continued onpag4
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Armenia and Lebanon Sign
2016 Military Cooperation Plan

BEIRUT -- Armenian Defense
Ministry Delegation headed by Chief
of the Department of Defense Policy
Levon Ayvazian is visiting Lebanon
November 25-28. The delegation had
meetings with Lebanese high-ranking
officials, Chief of the General Staff of
the Armed Forces of Lebanon Calid
Salmen, Deputy Chief of Staff, Bri-
gadeGeneral Manuel Kirgjyanandother
officials.

The parties focused on develop-

ment and deepening of cooperation
between the Lebanese and Armenian
Armed Forces, current situation in the
region and mattersof bilateral interest.

Military cooperation planfor 2016
between the Armed Forces of the two
countrieswas signed within theframe-
work of the visit.

During the trip, the Armenian
MOD delegation also visited the spe-
cial and several other subdivisions of
the Lebanese Air Force.

Lydian Agrees $325 Milion Funding
for Armenia Gold Mine

YEREVAN -- Gold mine devel-
oper Lydian International has reached
amajor milestone - agreeing aUS$325
million financing packageto construct
itsAmulsar minein Armenia, thecom-
pany reports.

The definitive agreement iswith

two investment funds - Orion Mine
Finance and Resource Capital Funds
(RCF) - and consists of various com-
ponents, including a gold and silver
stream, a private placing and a loan
facility.

Lydian's president and chief ex-
ecutive Howard Stevenson told inves-
tors: "This financing is an important
milestone in our commitment to all
stakeholders to advance Amulsar to
production.”

He added: "Orion and RCF are
highly-respected mining finance invest-
ment funds, and over and above their
financial commitments, each group
brings added experience to our team."

Itisalso abig deal for Armenia
anditseconomy. Prime Minister of the
Republic, Hovik Abrahamian, said to-
day: "The financing of the construc-
tion of the Amulsar Mine represents a

significant step forward in the devel-
opment of the mining industry in Ar-
menia.

"The Government of Armeniais
pleasedthat significantinvestorsinthe
mining industry recognize Armeniaas
a mining investment destination. We
look forward to the socio-economic
contributions to Armenia that the
Amulsar mine represents."

Lydian highlighted that the fi-
nancing provided more than 75% of
the overall funding requirement - a
strong achievement in the current fi-
nancial market.

"Furthermore, the structure
greatly reduces dilution compared to
traditional project finance structures,
while allowing existing shareholders
to participate alongside the significant
equity commitments from Orion and
RCF,” it said.

"Equipment financing discus-
sions, which represent the final com-
ponent of a fully financed project,
have also been advancing throughout
the value engineering stage.”

The commitments consist of a
US$60min gold and silver stream,
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Ara Guler Cancels Agreement to Transfer

his Archive to Turkish Pro-Government Company

ISTANBUL --
Famous Istanbul-
based photojournal -
ist Ara Guler has
cancelled an agree-
ment, under which
he was to transfer
the archive of the
photos he has taken
over 70 years to
Dogus Holding,
cumhuriyet.com re-
ported.

In accordance
with the agreement
signed on November 18 between Ara
Guler and Dogus Holding closely con-
nected with Turkey’s ruling Justice
and Development (AK) Party, 3million
euros worth of the archive, the build-
ing of Ara Kafe, and a collection of
photographic cameras and devices
were transferred to a company set up
by Dogus for the purpose of managing
the archive and the property.

As a result of the transaction,
Guler and his heirs were to be paid
50,000 lirasamonth. Guler would only
have a 40% stake in the newly-estab-
lished company’s shares.

AraGuler isan Armenian-Turk-
ish photojournalist, nicknamed "the Eye
of Istanbul” or "the Photographer of
Istanbul”. He is considered one of
Turkey's few internationally known
photographers.

Inthe 1970shehel d photographic
interviews with politicians and artists
such as Winston Churchill, Indira
Gandhi, Maria Callas, John Berger,
Bertrand Russell, Willy Brandt, Alfred
Hitchcock, Ansel Adams, Imogen
Cunningham, Marc Chagall, Salvador
Dali and Pablo Picasso.Some critics
consider his most renowned photo-
graphs to be his melancholic black-
and-white picturestaken mostly witha
Leicacamerain|stanbul, mainly inthe
1950s and 1960s, a golden age of
photojournalism.

Guler's work is collected by the
National Library of Francein Paris; the
George Eastman MuseuminRochester,
New York; University of Nebraska-
Lincoln SheldonMemorial ArtGallery;
Museum Ludwig Koéln, and Das
imaginare Photo-Museum, Kdln.

Andrey Sorokin:

USA, Russia and France are ‘Rowing in the

Same Boat’ on Nagorno-Karabakh

YEREVAN (Tert.am) -- Speak-
ing of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict
in an interview with Tert.am, Ambas-
sador Andrey Sorokin, the Head of the
OSCE Officein Y erevan, said that this
is one of the few examples in modern
history that theUSA, Russiaand France
are “rowing in the same boat with one
another.”

The OSCE Officein Yerevan is
working in conformity with its man-
date. “Our office is not dealing with
issuespertaining to Nagorno-K arabakh
and related issues. However, | can
say, the Minsk Group is dealing with
it,” Mr Sorokin said.

Theentireworldisactually deal-
ing with Nagorno-Karabakh and with
the region.

“Therefore, the entire world is
not interested in further escalation —
both indirect escalation or in other
events,” hesaid, mentioning thedown-
ing of the Russian warplane and the
terrorist act against the Russian pas-
senger planein Sinai.

“Thelslamic Stateismajor threat
to the region. They have for a long
period beenactivein Afghanistan, Syria
and Irag. And the leading nations have
combined their efforts to prevent this
evil from spreading throughout the
world, including this region,” Mr

Sorokin said.

As regards an “equality sign”
between Armeniaand Azerbaijaninthe
context of the Nagorno-K arabakh con-
flict, Mr Sorokin said:

“If we are working in Armenia
and if | sign agreements with the min-
istry of defense ever day, if we are
closely cooperating with the police
and other law-enforcement agencies,
you must understand what we achieve.
Ontheonehand, it isakind of guaran-
tee against acts of terrorism or hostili-
ties. On the other hand, our office is
not dealing with arms supply or any-
thing like that. We are dealing with
human rightsin the army, police. This
is our contribution to help Armenia
society grow healthy and strong.”

around an US$80 millionequity private
placement at a maximum of C$0.35
per share and a US$160 million term
loanfacility.

There is also around a US$25

million cost overrun facility.

Theminer aimstoproduce2.1min
ounces of gold from the current mine
plan, and al so sees strong opportunity
for orebody-growth.
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Armenian National Team Leading Players
Condemn AFF President's
"Betrayal' Allegations

P 'S i 1 I
Y EREV AN (Combined Sources)
-- In an unprecedented show of defi-
ance, Henrikh Mkhitaryan and eight
other key players of the Armenian
national soccer team have strongly
denied allegations by the embattled
chairman of the Armenian Football
Federation (AFF) that they or their
teammates threw its last game.

In an interview with RFE/RL’s
Armenian Service on November 25
Hayrapetyan, inparticular, commented
ontheallegationsof match-fixing, sug-
gesting that “betrayal” on the part of
some players took place on the pitch
during that match. He did not name
names. Moreover, he said he did not
have any evidence yet. But he also
promised to make public any evidence
that he’d get to prove his point. He
spoke following a series of street pro-
tests staged by the country’s largest
football fan group, the First Armenian
Front, demanding his resignation.

The fans hold him responsible
for theteam’ s poor performancein the
qualifying campaign for the 2016 Eu-
ropean football championship in
France. They point to hislong-running
interferencein the selection of players
and failure to hire a renowned coach.

Hayrapetyan's statement appar-
ently gave more weight to allegations
made by some Serbian and Albanian
mediathat four Armenian players had
received money for “throwing” the
game. UEFA launched aninquiry soon
after the allegations in mid-October,
but no solid evidence eventually has
emerged to prove those allegations.

Hayrapetyan offered no evidence
of thealleged match-fixing but pledged
to prove his claims later on.

In a joint statement sent to
Armfootball.com and News.am news

services on Sunday, signed by nine
members of the national team, includ-
ing Borussia Dortmund’s Henrikh
Mkhitaryan, Spartak Moscow’s Y ura
Movsisyanand ArasOzbiliz, aswell as
Robert Arzumanyan, Marcos Pizzelli,
Gevorg Ghazaryan, Gevorg Kasparov,
Karlen Mkrtchyan and Hrair Mkoyan,
they ruled out any possibility of the
existence of such phenomena in the
Havakakan.

“The rumors and speculation re-
garding the match against Albaniaare
totally false,” they said. “Wefully trust
each player of our national team, and
attempts to look for treason in our
team will lead nowhere.”

“Moreover, havinginjuries, with
the help of [pain-relieving] injections,
we met the requests of the coaches
and played in numerous games of the
national team, understanding that our
absence would harm the team. We are
confident that all footballers share our
opinion,” added the Armenian soccer
stars.

The signatories stopped short of
demanding Hayrapetian’s resignation
or threatening to stop playing for Ar-
meniaif he stays on as AFF chairman.
But they did thank “all supporters of
the national team.” “Y ou have always
cheered for our team, regardless of its
results and the quality of its perfor-
mance,” they said.

Hayrapetyan, commonly known
as “Nemets Rubo,” is a controversia
government-linked businessman. Hehas
long been dogged by controversy related
to hisstatusasthe country’ stop football
executiveand aninfluential government
loyalist notorious for violent conduct
and has always avoided prosecution de-
spite being implicated in violent attacks
and several brutal beatings

Organized Criminal Gang Arrested in Yerevan

Continued frompagel

forehand for that purpose and was
used by the group for over amonth for
gatherings, during which they planned
their criminal actions. During searches
conducted jointly with Armenian po-
liceon November 25 submachineguns,
pistols, grenade launchers, grenades,
explosivesubstance, explosivedevices,
means of communication, cartridges,
binoculasr, military garbs, and other
arms and ammunitions were found.
The police and NNS employees also

found maps of Armenia, Yerevan,
Gyumri, aswell as literature confirm-
ing the fact of preparations for grave
crimes.

The Investigative Department of
NSS opened a criminal case under the
Criminal Code’ sArticle223parts1and
2 (creation and leadership of acriminal
society) and Article 235 part 3 (illegal
purchase, sale, possession, carrying of
arms and ammunition by an organized
group). An investigation is
underway.The leader and members of
the criminal group have been detained.
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Surviving Own Genocide, Armenia Teaches

Europe How to Accept Refugees

Armenia, asmall country that is relatively poor compared with the rest of
Europe, has welcomed the influx of refugees crossing its borders, giving help to
those who need it, writes Eduardo L orenzo Ochoa, director of European Friends
of Armenia, according to EurActive.com. His article reads:

Sincethebeginning of the Syrian
civil war, 17,000 Syrianshave cometo
Armenia. Though many of them are of
Armenian descent, other persecuted
communities, such as the Yazidis and
the Assyrians, have also come to Ar-
menia, albeittemporarily. Armeniahas
thethird most war refugeesfrom Syria
in Europe.

WithaGDPtentimeslower than
the EU average, and roughly 3 million
inhabitants, the current refugee crisis
has demanded many efforts from the
South Caucasusrepublic. Unlike L eba-
non, Turkey or Jordan, Armenia has
not received any substantial financial
assistance from the EU. Neverthel ess,
the Armenian Ministry of Diaspora
publicly insisted that “if refugees de-
cide to come to Armenia, our state
must do its best by means of joint
efforts with international structures
and different Armenian organisations
to receive them”.

From an administrative point of
view, those reaching the Armenian
borders, depending on their situation
and background, can apply for citizen-
ship, residence permit, or else request
an accelerated asylum procedure.

Having no prescribed “ welcome
centres” assuch, Armeniahaslaunched
several initiatives to help newcomers
feel at home together with the UN and
civil society. The ‘adopt-a-family’
project matches them with Armenian
host families who provide emotional
and psychological support. To over-
come cultural and linguistic barriers
free education and language classes
arealso offered. Legal advicewasalso
given to over 6,000 newcomers as of
2014. Subsidy schemes were made
availablefor rent, food and healthcare.

Despite the 17% unemployment
rate, most locals see this exodus as an
opportunity for their country. Migrants
bring new skills to the Armenian
economy and also a different business
culture. They are good entrepreneurs
and very quickly re-open their busi-
nesses. So far, 245 businesses have
been opened by migrants who have
arrived from Syria.

The massacres perpetrated by
ISIS in Syria and Irag have reminded
Armenians of their own history. Many
Syrians who came to Armenia are
actually descendants of survivors of
the Armenian Genocide and numerous
Armenians feel a moral obligation to
provide them with a safe haven. This
also explainswhy theY azidis, who are
facing extermination in their ancestral
lands, are welcomed with open arms.

Back in Brussels, the refugee
crisis has put the notion of ‘united in
diversity’ under pressure. EU mem-
bers states are showing anything but
unity as some are appealing to the
Court of Justiceto overturn adecision
made on how war refugees should be
spread. As for ‘diversity’, we can all
draw our own conclusions.

In theory, the member states
agree on the defence and promotion of
European principles and values, but

unfortunately they differ widely in their
understanding of what should beputinto
practice. Thishasbeen evident through-
out the current war refugee crisis. The
level of solidarity shown by Germany
and Sweden diverges drastically with
the approach of some other countries.

On a more positive note, this
humanitarian crisis has also shown
that there is a European community of
values which stretches from the South
Caucasus to the Atlantic. This com-
munity is not defined by membership
to a particular customs union, but by
common principles which countries
and their people hold dear.

Throughout the refugee crisis,
Armeniaisquietly reminding theworld
what European valuesreally are. His-
tory shows that Europe has been at its
best when it has provided shelter for
those seeking safety from persecution
and destruction. The Armenian ap-
proach to the current crisisis a direct
continuation of this praiseworthy tra-
dition, and provesthat Armeniaisfully
and undeniably part of the European
community of values.

The tragic eventsin Paris are a
direct attack on these very same Euro-
pean values. Thisexplainswhy Arme-
nians were quick to gather all across
the country to mourn the victims and
express solidarity with the people of
France. Among them was also Arme-
nian President Serzh Sargsyan, who
took part in acandlelight vigil held at
the Embassy of France in Y erevan.

For various reasons, it remains
highly unlikely that Armeniawill par-
ticipate actively in any military opera-
tion taking place in Syria. Russia and
France have already started intensify-
ing their air raids on ISIS targets,
which will increase the flow of refu-
gees at least in the mid and short term.
Just asit hasdoneinthe past, Armenia
will continue to be a safe haven for
those fleeing war and persecution.

Charles Aznavour, whose own
parents fled to Europe after the Arme-
nian Genocide, said he‘will alwaystake
the side of those who knock on doors,
not the ones who shut them.” | believe
that thesewordsreflect thefeelingshared
by countless Armeniansand other Euro-
peans when they are confronted with
images of people fleeing war in an at-
tempt to save their lives. These are the
European values which unite us, from
the cliffs of Ireland all the way to the
mountains of Armenia.
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UWC Dilijan Teaches Children From Various
Countries to Understand Each Other

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- One
of the objectives of UWC Dilijan Col-
lege is to teach children from various
countries to listen to and understand
each other.

Chair of Board of Governors of
UWC Dilijan College Veronika
Zonabend said this in her interview
to “Theories and Practice” online
magazine.

“UWC system givesmore oppor-
tunities to children for self-education
in terms of choosing the schedule and
intensiveness of the classes as well.
Apart from the serious academic cur-
riculum, children should beready for a
completely different level of social
activity. Imagine you go to a foreign
country, live and study with represen-
tatives of various cultures who you
wouldn’t have probably met other-
wise. Very often, UWC colleges are
attended by children from conflicting
countries. For instance, we have chil-
dren from Palestine and Israel, from
Turkey which by itself isquite uncom-
mon for a school based in Armenia,
from Syria, Afghanistan, Pakistan and
India, Iranand theU.S.. Inthisregard,
one of our goals is to teach them to
listen to the other side, understand
each other and communicate”, noted

VeronikaZonabend.

“Of course, the children come
here with their background. Many of
them come from families with very
modest incomes; we even have chil-
dren from refugee camps. They are
ready for one thing, while not pre-
pared for another, but at that age they
change fast. For instance, a boy from
Palestine was at first quite tough to
Israel and Israeli people, but now he
easily communicates with the stu-
dents from this country”, said Chair
of the Board of Governors of the
UWCDilijanCollege.

Speaking about the situation in
the education system in general,
Veronika Zonabend noted that “the
current education system should
change asit doesn’t stimulate creativ-
ity and curiousapproach totheworld”.

“Dependence on the standard-
i zed testing system based on the mul-
tiple choice answers doesn’'t nurture
a creative approach to the process
and seeking of out-of-box solutions.
The most important thing that educa-
tion system should take into account
is the fact that all the people are
different, that’s why there isn’t and
cannot be one single solution to ev-
eryone”, she said.

Dr Jack Kevorkian's Archive Opens
at University of Michigan

ANN ARBOR, MI -- An archive
on Dr. Jack Kevorkian isavailable for
thepublicat Bentley Historical Library
at the University of Michigan. There
are nine boxes full of manuscripts,
photos, newspaper clippings and re-
search.

Thearchives are donated by Ava
Janus, his niece and sole heir. It spans
from 1911 to 2014 and includes corre-
spondence and manuscript drafts, and
files on assisted suicides, including
medical histories, photographs, video
and audio.

Kevorkian, a graduate of
Michigan's Medical School, diedin
2011 in suburban Detroit at 83. He
sparked the national right-to-die de-
bate with a homemade suicide ma-
chine that helped end about 130 ailing
people'slives, usingtheterm " medicide”
to describe physician-assisted suicide.
Kevorkian was convicted of second-
degree murder in 1999 for assisting in
the 1998 death of aMichigan manwith
Lou Gehrig'sdisease. He wasreleased

from prison in 2007.

While rooted in the past, the
archive has been unveiled at a time
when the movement gains ground. In
October, California became the fifth
state — following Oregon, Washing-
ton, Vermont and Montana — where
physician-assisted deathsarelegal, and
that's made proponents of right-to-die
legislation optimistic about possible
successes elsewhere. Other bills are
pending.

“The collection humanizes him.
Peoplethink of Dr. Death asthis scary
figure who was a political mobilizer.
Hewasalso achild of immigrants, star
student in his class. You see him as a
real human being and | think that’ sthe
valueof thearchival collectionthat we
have,” says Terry McDonald, Bentley
Historical Library director.

For lead archivist Olga
Virakhovskaya, the collection
sums up Kevorkian's paradoxes
and reflects his past and present
influence.

December 5, 2015

Dr Vicken Sepilian Honored by
the Los Angeles County Medical Association

LOS ANGELES -- Dr Vicken
Sepilian was honored with the Inde-
pendent Physician Leadership Award
atthe4™ Annual LosAngelesHealthcare
Awards held November 19, 2015, at
theCaliforniaClub. Theseawardsrec-
ognizehealthcareleaderswhosework,
compassion, and dedication advances
patients' access to quality healthcare
in the greater Los Angeles region.

Dr. Sepilian, medical director of
CHA Fertility Center, is a highly re-
spected reproductive medicine spe-
cialist. He is board certified in repro-
ductive endocrinology and infertility,
aswell obstetrics and gynecology, and
has been in private practice in Los
Angeles and Glendal e since 2006.

A member of the executive com-
mittee of the Armenian American Medi-
cal Society (AAMS) from 2007 to 2015,
Dr. Sepilian served as president from
2009 to 2013. During his tenure as
president, he worked to increase mem-
bershipintheorganization, expandedits
continuing medical education activities,
doubled its scholarship program, and
tripled its fundraising efforts.

Through his involvement with
the AAMS, Dr. Sepilian has taken an
active role in developing avenues to
make healthcare accessibletothecom-
munity. In 2008 he launched a weekly
educational television programin con-
junction with the AAMS, which fea-
tures healthcare professionals across
theentire spectrum of medical special-
ties providing vital education and re-
sources to help viewers achieve and
maintain ahealthy lifestyle.

In 2010, along with the former
mayor of Glendale the late Mr. Larry
Zarian and Mrs. Ramella Markarian,
and other civic leaders, Dr. Sepilian
hel pedfoundtheannual GlendaleHealth
Festival. Serving as chairman of the
organizing committeein 2010and 2011,

Dr. Sepilian assisted in planning this
large-scale event, which provides the
underinsured and uninsured with es-
sential screenings and preventive care
free of charge. The health festival has
grown to serve more than 1,000 com-
munity members each year.

In addition to hiswork in Southern
California,Dr. Sepilianisalsoactiveinthe
global healthcarecommunity. Dr. Sepilian
is one of the founding members of the
Aragil Foundation, under the auspices of
the First Lady of the Republic of Arme-
nia, Mrs. Rita Sargsyan. Launched in
2011, thisfoundation providesassistance
for fertility servicesand promotes educa-
tional programs to improve the state of
reproductive health in Armenia. Dr.
Sepilian aso helped launch the AAMS
Juvenile Diabetes Camp, which provides
intensive lifestyle and nutritional coach-
ing to children with diabetes. Hea so led
the AAM Sto collaboratewith colleagues
in Canada to support and equip a
women’s health clinic in Nagorno-
Karabakh. Dr. Sepilian has also been
activein lecturing and providing educa-
tional activitiestohelptrainphysiciansin
the field of Reproductive Medicine in
Armenia. In 2013, he served as chair of
the Armenian Medical World Congress.

A largegroup of AAMSmembers
attended theaward ceremony inashow
of support and appreciation for Dr.
Sepilian and his myriad contributions
to building a healthy community.

“1 am truly humbled and grateful
toreceivethisrecognition from such a
prestigious organization as the Los
AngelesCounty Medical Association,”
said Dr. Sepilian. “In accepting this
honor, | would also like to express my
gratitude to the AAMS and its for-
ward-thinking members. Their dedi-
cation and support makesit possibleto
affect meaningful changein the health
of our community.”

Garo Paylan

Continued frompagel

reminded the process of Hrant Dink's
assassionation.

“Tahir El¢i devoted his life to
human rights and legal struggles. He
focused on the unidentified murders
and tried to find and punish the perpe-
trators. The attitude of state toward
his murder shows that they try to
manipulate the case with contradic-
tory statements, rather than solving it.
Pro-government mediaorgans publish

all kinds of indecent storiesin order to
contribute to this manipulation. How-
ever, the legacy of strugglethat isleft
by Tahir Elci will be carried by his
colleagues and the people who think
like him. Carrying the judicial proce-
dure of Tahir El¢i's murder isthe duty
and responsibility of the judicial au-
thorities, but the parliament should
also be a part of this investigation,
sincethismurder hasapolitical dimen-
sion and he was killed because of a
lynching regime.”
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