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U.S. Warns Of Armenian Vote Rigging
Blacklist

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- In an
unprecedented warning, the United
States said on Monday that it could
blacklist individuals who committed
serious irregularities reported during
Armenia’ s recent constitutional refer-
endum.

In a fresh statement on the De-
cember 6 vote, the U.S. Embassy in
Y erevan also renewed its calls for the
Armenian authorities to investigate in
earnest “ credible allegations” of fraud
that have been voiced by opposition
activists and non-partisan monitors.

“We reiterate that the results of
the investigations and prosecutions of
thoseresponsiblefor any irregularities
must betransparent and publicinorder
for the Armenian people to have con-
fidencein theintegrity of the electoral
process,” it said. “ Full and transparent
investigations, aswell asthe resulting
public reports, evenif they do not lead
to criminal prosecutions, can help the
Electoral Commission, theNational As-
sembly, and civil society identify pos-
sible improvements to current elec-
toral procedures.”

“In accordance with the U.S.
commitment tofight corruptionworld-
wide, the U.S. Embassy can also draw
upontheinformation containedin such
reports to help assess whether any
individuals who directly interfered in
the integrity of the December 6 elec-
toral process can participate in Em-
bassy programs or activities,” added
the statement.

The embassy did not specify
whether those individuals could be

banned from entering U.S. or have
their possible assets frozen.

The U.S. has repeatedly criti-
cized disputed elections and referen-
dumsheld in Armeniain the past. But
it is the first time that Washington is
openly threatening to shun or sanction
local election officialsaccused of vote
rigging.

Richard Giragosian, aU.S.-born
analyst based in Yerevan, suggested
that the embassy warning is “the first
step towards sanctions’ against Ar-
menian officials. He compared it to
U.S. visa bans and asset freezes im-
posed on Russian officialsinvolved in
the alleged cover-up of the death of
Sergei Magnitsky, a lawyer who died
in prisonin 2009 after exposing large-
scale corruption in Russia.

“This may be the opening round
for such harsh but individual-targeted
sanctions,” Giragosian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am).

TheU.S. missionissuedthestate-
ment three days after Prosecutor-Gen-
eral Gevorg Kostanian briefed report-
erson ongoing investigationsinto ref-
erendum-related fraud claims investi-
gated by Armenian law-enforcement
authorities. Kostanian said that while
they have opened 14 criminal casesin
connection with the allegations, no-
body has been arrested or charged yet.

K ostanian said the Armenian po-
lice and other aw-enforcement bodies
received over 460 complaints relating
to the conduct of the referendum. “A
fraud report does not necessarily mean
afact of a crime,” he stressed.

Bako Sahakyan: Artsakh Deserves Place in
International Community

STEPANAKERT -- On 10 De-
cember President of Nagorno Karabakh
(Artsakh) Republic Bako Sahakyan sent
a congratulatory address on the NKR
State Independence Referendum and
Constitution Day, according to the
press service of the president.

The address runs as follows:

“Dear Artsakh people,

On behalf of the republic’'s au-
thoritiesand myself personally | would
like to convey cordial congratulations
on the NKR State Independence Ref-
erendum and Constitution Day.

Our people cherish this holiday
as it symbolizes their strive towards
building afreeand independent, demo-
cratic and legal state marked with su-
premacy of law, where human rights
and freedoms, legal interests and se-
curity of the citizens and the state are
protected.

Following proclaiming its inde-
pendencein 1991 Artsakhwent through
the imposed war, overcame numerous
difficultiesand challenges, registering
glorious victories and achievements
on its path.

Among the most important
achievementsof thestate building pro-
cess has been the adoption of the
Constitution, our country’s basic law.
The referendum held in 2006 once
again witnessed the fact that the path
chosen by our people was right and
steady, with nobody and nothing being
ableto disrupt it. Our rival, who never

Continued on pag4

Ankara's Statements on Karabakh
are Destructive

MOSCOW (News.am) -- Turkey's
statements on Nagorno-Karabakh are
destructive and can have no continua-
tion, Alexander Lukashevich, Russia's
permanent representativetothe OSCE,
said during an interview on “Russia
24" channel, RIA Novosti reports.

Earlier Ankara announced that it
woulddoitsbestto returnthe K arabakh
territoriesto Azerbaijan.

“Thispositionisn't supported by
the OSCE. There is a strict under-
standing that the three co-chairs —
Russia, France and U.S. — bear the
main burden, as do the Minsk Group
members themselves. By the way,
Turkey is also included here. But the
leading roleisfixed, anditisacknowl-
edged by the three co-chairs. That's
why the attempts to defend one of the

parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict are absolutely destructive and
cannot have any continuation,”
Lukashevich said, referring to the
statements of the Turkish leadership.

Armenian American Museum

Design Unveiled

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
American Museum unveiled its con-
ceptual design at the Glendale City
Council meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 8, 2015. The Project Devel opment
Committee presented thedevel opments
of the first phase of the master plan-
ning process and shared the concept
design for the new museum.

TheArmenian American Museum
concept designed by AlgjgjianMarcoosi
Architects will include exhibitions
space, resource center, a performing
arts theater, and classrooms. The
museum building will be surrounded
by an outdoor plaza and peace garden
on the City owned property next to the
Glendale Civic Auditorium. The 1.7
acreproperty onthe corner of Verdugo
Road and Mountain Street will also
serve asthelocation for amemorial to
thevictimsof the Armenian Genocide.

The Museum'’s vision is a cul-
tural campus that enriches the com-
munity, educates the public on the
Armenian American story, and em-
powersindividual stoembrace cultural
diversity while speaking out against
prejudice.

The next stage for the Museum

project will be to secure a Ground
Lease Agreement withthe City of Glen-
daleand commission amaster plan that
will provideoperation direction onpro-
gramming, business strategy, facility
development, and governance.

The Museum will launch awide-
range of outreach programs in the
coming months with City of Glendale
government, businesses, homeowner
associations, and community mem-
bersto ensurecollaboration, feedback,
and community-driven opportunities
to raise awareness about Armenian
American Museum.

The mission of the Armenian
American Museum is to promote un-
derstanding and appreciation of
America’ s ethnic and cultural diver-
sity by sharing the Armenian American
experiences.

For more information about the
Armenian American Museum please
visit ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org
or call (844) 586-4626

Pt

The governing board of the Ar-

menian American M useum consi sts of

Continued on page4
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Azeri Tank Shelling Reported Near Karabakh

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Azerbaijani forces have used a battle
tank in fighting around Nagorno-
Karabakh for the first time since a
Russian-brokered truce stopped the
Armenian-Azerbaijani war in 1994, the
Armenianmilitary said on Wednesday.

TheKarabakh Defense Army said
anAzerbaijani tank firedliveroundson
its frontline positions southeast of the
territory.

Armenian Defense Minister
Seyran Ohanian condemned the re-
ported incident as a further escalation
of fighting along “the line of contact”
in an emergency phone call with
Andrzej Kasprzyk, the chief OSCE
official monitoring the ceasefire re-
gime in the Karabakh conflict.

Ohanian was quoted by his press
officeassaying that the Armenian side
isresponding by “forcibly restraining”
the Azerbaijani army. He said interna-
tional mediators acting under aegis of
the OSCE Minsk Group should openly
hold Baku responsible for the latest
truce violations in order to help ease
tensionson the Karabakh frontlineand
the Armenian-Azerbaijani border.

A senior Karabakh Armenian of -
ficial, Davit Babayan, also condemned
thealleged tank shelling. “ Thereisno
logical explanation for such actions
because they don’t change the mili-
tary balance in any way,” Babayan
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

The Azerbaijani Defense Minis-

try did not respond to the Armenian
claims as of Wednesday evening. In a
statement cited by Azerbaijani news
agencies, it said itstroopshave carried
out massive “mortar strikes” over the
past day in response to “Armenia’s
deliberate escal ation of the situation.”

TheKarabakh Defense Army said
the Azerbaijani side fired more than
300 mortar shells and 27 rockets to-
wards its frontline positions on the
night from Tuesday to Wednesday. It
also said that one of itssoldiers, Garik
Avanesian, waskilled by an Azerbaijani
sniper on Tuesday evening.

“The enemy’s destabilizing ac-
tions will not go unpunished, and the
consequences of this situation will be
severe and irreversible,” it added in a
statement.

Fighting in the conflict zone ap-
pears have again escalated last week
after several weeksof relative calmon
the frontlines. Another Armenian sol-
dier was shot dead in Karabakh on
December 4 just hours after United
States, Russia and France urged the
conflicting parties “in the strongest
possibleterms’ to observetheceasefire.
AnAzerbaijani army officer waskilled
and two Azerbaijani soldierswounded
in the following days.

Karen Mirzoyan, the foreign min-
ister of Nagorno-Karabakh Republic,
discussed on Tuesday the latest upsurge
infighting with James Warlick, theU.S.
co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group,
during avisit to the United States.

Turkish MP Expelled from Belgian Party for
Refusing to Recognize Armenian Genocide

BRUSSEL S-- Belgian Humani st
Democratic Centre party (CDH) has
expelled Deputy Mahinur Ozdemir from
the party for refusing to recognize the
Armenian Genocide. The final deci-
sion to expel the Turkish member was
made by CDH ethics committee.

Leader of CDH party Benoit
Lutgen welcomed the ethics commit-
teedecision stating, "Political commit-
ment requires clarity and full faithful-
ness towards the values embraced by
us'.

Earlier he had said that, "Should
there be any genocide denier in our
party, then he or she will be immedi-
ately discarded.

Mahinur Ozdemir, who was the
first to enter the Belgian parliament
withahead-scarf, boycotted theminute
of silence dedicated to the memory of
the Armenian Genocide victims in
spring of 2015, announcing that "The
resol ution adopted by European Parlia-
ment is not mandatory. Later she re-

fused to sign the communiqué submit-
ted by the head of her party which
recognized 1915 as genocide.
Ozdemir appeal ed the deci sion of
the party and demanded CDH party to
renounce her dismissal explainingit as
an illegal measure and discrimination.

Retired Armenian Officer

Arrested for Espionage

YEREVAN -- The Armenian Na-
tional Security Service has arrested a
retired military officer on charges of
spying for Azerbaijan.

The Security Service said on
December 9 that retired Major Garik
Marutian, 38-year-old Armavir resi-
dent, issuspected of passing classified
information to Azerbaijani secret ser-
vice agents during his tenure as an
intelligenceofficerin Armenia'sarmed

forces.

Marutian “ contacted Azerbaijani
special services based in Turkey
through social mediaand handed them
over data including state secrets for
certain remuneration”. According to
National Security Service press re-
lease.

Marutian faces a charge of high
treason and could be sentenced to up
to 15 yearsinjail if found guilty.
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ACA Glendale Branch Hosts
Holiday Open House

GLENDALE-- Tocelebratethe
holiday season and wrap up a year
full of advocacy for Armenian Ameri-
can issues, including the reaffirma-
tion of the Armenian Genocide, and
organizing various Armenian Geno-
cide Centennial events, the Armenian
Council of AmericaGlendale branch
hosted a holiday open house on Sat-
urday, December 12 at the ACA of-
ficein Glendale.

Among the many guests, digni-
taries and community |eaders who en-
joyedthefestivitieswere Glendale City
Council MembersPaulaDevine, Laura
Friedman, Zareh Sinanyan, and Vartan
Gharpetian, along with Glendale City
Clerk Ardashses “Ardy” Kassakhian,
and Mary Hovagimian representing
Congressman Adam Schiff’s office.

ARMEMI
COUNCIL OF
AMERIC

“This past year was particularly
significant due to numerous Arme-
nian Genocide Centennial events our
organization took part in organizing
and supporting in addition to the day
today activitiesadvocating Armenian
American issues in local, state and
federal legislatures.” said ACA Chair-
man Sevak K hatchadorian. “ Although
our mission is not complete, I am
proud of our membership, and the
Armenian Community in general for
ensuring a successful year of advo-
cacy. We should utilize this opportu-
nity to work even harder in the up-
coming years to not only advance
Armenian causes, but to also invigo-
rate the future generations of Arme-
nian Americans who will carry the
baton of advocacy into the future.”

Three Armenian Churches in Syria
Destroyed by ISIS

Armradio -- The Assyrian Inter-
national News Agency (AINA) has
released the list of Christian churches
and monasteries in Syria that have
been destroyed by ISIS and other
Muslim groups.

Attacks on Christians in Syria
began almost immediately after the
Syrian civil war began. The attacks
have targeted villages, churches mon-
asteries and the clergy, and have been
perpetrated by Al-Qaeda, the Al-Nusra
Front, 1SIS and other Muslim groups.

On February 23 ISIS attacked
the35 Assyrianvillagesonthe K habur
river in Hasaka, Syria, capturing 253

Assyrians. In the subsequent months
it destroyed 11 churches and vil-
lages, rendering some villages unin-
habitable.

According to the agency, three
Armenian Curches have also been
destroyed by terrorists. The St. Rita
Tilel Armenian ChurchinAleppowas
bombed by ISIS on April 28. The
Armenian GenocideMemorial Church
in Der Zor was destroyed by ISIS in
September, 2014. The Armenian
Catholic Church of the Martyrs in
Al-Raggah was torched by ISIS and
its cross atop its clock tower re-
moved.
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#ElectricYerevan Photo Among Reuters’
2015 Pictures of the Year
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Armenia UN Ambassador: Those Who do not
Learn from History Doomed to Repeat it

the power price hike in Armenia.

improvised from dumpsters.

activists from Baghramyan Avenue.

YEREVAN -- Reuters has included Armenian photographer Vahram
Baghdasaryan’s photo in its 2015 Pictures of the Y ear.
The pictured was captured during the #ElectricY erevan protests agai nst

Thousands of protesters hit the streets in Yerevan on June 20-21 to
protest a7 dram (1.5 US cent) hikein electricity ratesin Armenia. After being
dispersed with water cannons, protesters returned to Baghramyan Avenue
with even greater numbers, setting up camp behind a line of barricades

On July 6, in a quick pre-dawn operation, riot police dispersed youth

AMAA Calls for the Return of
the Total Grounds of Camp Armen

PARAMUS, NJ-

On October 27, 2015 g
partial justicewasreal- K
izedin Turkey withthe
return of part of the
groundsof “TheY outh &
Home of Istanbul’'s” j§
Camp Armen, a sum- [
mer camp in the Tuzla S
District of Istanbul to
its rightful owner, The
Armenian Evangelical ®
Church of Gedik Pasa.

Camp Armen was home to over
1,500 Armenian orphans, gathered
from the depths of Anatoliaand intro-
duced to their faith and national origin
by Hrant Guzelian. It was also where
Armenian-Turkishjournalist Hrant Dink
and his wife Rakel met, grew up and
were married. The Camp was being
demolished.

AMAA ExecutiveDirector/CEO

- ORIV Y |
Zaven Khanjian recently wrote to Mr.
Ahmet Davutoglu, the Prime Minister
of the Republic of Turkey thanking
him and the Turkish government for
their roleinthepartial resol ution of the
seizure of Camp Armen. Mr. Khanjian
urged the Prime Minister to attain total
justice with the return of the whole
camp grounds, legally acquired and
paid for by the Protestant Church and
built by the sweat of its campers.

Hrant Dink Case: Indictment Against Public
Officials Sent to Court

ISTANBUL (Agos) -- The in-
dictment against public officials that
was prepared as a part of Hrant Dink
caseissent tolstanbul 14th High Penal
Court. In the indictment, which is
prepared by theinvestigating prosecu-
tor Gokalp Koke, it is demanded that
26 suspects, including Engin Ding,
Ahmet Ilhan Gller, Celalettin Cerrah
and Resat Altay, stand trial. Kokgl
made no change on the evidences and
claimsabout Engin Ding, Ahmet IThan
Gller and Resat Altay.

In 15 days, Istanbul 14th High
Penal Court should accept or decline
the indictment.

The indictment was returned by
Public Prosecutor of Istanbul twice. It
was stated that the indictment is re-
turned because there is no sufficient
evidenceabout EnginDing, Ahmet Ilhan

Guler and Resat Altay. However, the
investigating prosecutor Kokgl resent
theindictment to Public Prosecutor on
December 4.

Itisdemandedthat former Trabzon
IntelligenceBranch Director EnginDing,
former Trabzon Provincia Police Chief
Resat Altay and former Istanbul Police
Directorate Intelligence Branch Chief
Ahmet Ilhan Gller, whowereinofficeat
the time of the assassination, stand trial
for murder by omission.

If the indictment is approved,
they will be tried with arequest of 20
to 25 years of prison sentence and
also, former Istanbul Provincial Police
Chief Celalettin Cerrah and Istanbul
Intelligence Branch Chief Sabri Uzun,
who were in office at the time of the
assassination, will stand trial for offi-
cial misconduct.

NEW YORK -- On 9 December
2015, the Permanent Mission of Arme-
niatotheUnited Nations, in partnership
with the President of the UN General
Assembly and the UN Office on Geno-
cide Prevention and the Responsibility
to Protect, co-hosted the first annual
observance of the International Day of
Commemoration and Dignity of the
Victims of the Crime of Genocide and
of the Prevention of This Crime at the
Trusteeship Council Chamber of the
United Nations Headquarters.

Attended by a large number of
representatives of UN member states
and observers, international organiza-
tions, think-tanks, civil society organi-
zations and media, aswell asmembers
of Armenian-Americancommunity and
school students, the meeting in obser-
vance of the International Day began
with a minute of silence in remem-
brance of the victims of genocide.
Opening remarks were delivered by
the President of the 70th Session of the
UN General Assembly Mr. Mogens
Lykketoft, the Deputy Secretary-Gen-
eral of theUN Mr. Jan Eliasson and the
Ambassador and Permanent Repre-
sentative of Armenia to the UN Mr.
Zohrab M natsakanyan. The panel fea-
tured the UN Special Adviser on the
Prevention of Genocide Mr. Adama
Dieng, the Special Rapporteur on the
promotion of truth, justice, reparation
and guarantees of non-recurrence Mr.
Pablo de Greiff, President of the Inter-
national Center for Transitional Jus-
tice Mr. David Tolbert and First Vice
President of the I nternational Associa-
tion of Genocide Scholars, Assistant
Professor of Holocaust and Genocide
Studies at Stockton University Prof.
Elisa von-Joeden-Forgey. Statements
on behalf of the UN member states
were delivered by Chairpersons of re-
gional groups.

Genocide-UNIn his remarks,
Ambassador Zohrab Mnatsakanyan
noted that the International Day, es-
tablished pursuant to the UNGA Reso-
lution 69/323 of September 11, 2015,
callsfor amanifestation of acollective
sense of aduty beforeall victimsof the
crime of genocide. He reconfirmed
Armenia scommitment to promoteand
support international efforts to under-
pin the significance of the 1948 Con-
vention on the Prevention and Punish-
ment of the Crime of Genocide and to
consistently and resolutely construct
rigid foundations for prevention. In
thisregard, the Ambassador of Arme-
niarecalled the unanimous adoption of
the respective resolutions initiated by
Armenia and adopted by the General

Assembly and the Human Rights Coun-
cil earlier thisyear, expressing appre-
ciation to all the partners for their
unwavering support. He recalled that
inApril 2015 Armeniahosted aGlobal
Forum Against the Crime of Genocide.

Referring to the remarks by the
President of the General Assembly and
the Deputy Secretary General, who
said, earlier, that, by honoring the
memory of the victims of the Geno-
cide, the international community re-
affirmed its commitment to prevent
this horrendous crime, Zohrab
M natsakanyan noted that the Interna-
tional Day would render dignity to the
victims of past inaction and would
helpreclaimjustice. Mr. Mnatsakanyan
further remarked that 9 December
would not merely mark the adoption of
a landmark international legal instru-
ment, but also send a powerful mes-
sagetoignitepolitical, legal and moral
responsibility “for defying and ulti-
mately halting the repetitive nature of
this crime”, as a “moral and political
imperative” to consistently elaboratea
rigid system of prevention.

“Those who do not learn from
history are condemned to repeat it”,
stressed the Ambassador of Armenia,
suggesting that, to eliminate genocidal
tendencies, it will be imperative to
analyze the causation of past cases,
andthat “ every patternof discrimination,
every violation of rights affecting vulner-
ablegroups, every exclusionary ideology,
climateof impunity, denial of genocideand
hate speech, as well as incitement to
violence” areexactly compellingearlysigns,
which beg early action.

The panelists elaborated on the
nature, causes, and consequences of
genocide, empirical analysis of geno-
cidal patterns, and their relationship to
long-term prevention, the importance
of memorializationanddignity of geno-
cide victims, their right to remedies
and reparations, guarantees of non-
recurrenceand accountability, thelinks
between genocide and other human
rights violations, and prevention and
punishment of genocide.

The UN Secretary-General is-
sued amessage on thefirst observance
of thisInternational Day, calling upon
the international community “to rec-
ognize the need to work more concert-
edly to protect individuals from gross
humanrightsviolationsand uphold our
common humanity”.

The event, which also featured
musical performance by the UN
Symphony Orchestra, was widely
publicized in the UN, as well as in
local and international media. The
UN Department of Public Informa-
tion launched a social media cam-
paign “#GenocideVictimsDay” and
“#PreventGenocide”, a special slo-
gan (“Remember the Victims Pre-
vent Genocide”) and logo for the
International Day.

The event was webcast and the
archived video isavailable online. For
more information on the International
Day please visit —http://www.un.org/
en/events/genocidepreventionday/
index.shtml

WWW.Mmassi spost.com



4

Massis Weekly

$115,000 Raised for “Discover Armenia”
Rose Float

DISCOVER ARMENIA

Bt:lnngs Lo you

LOS ANGELES -- During a
fundraising dinner on the night of De-
cember 6, the American Armenian Rose
Float Association (AARFA) raised
$115,000 toward the construction of
the second Armenian rose float and its
participation in the 127th Pasadena
Tournament of Roses, which will be
held on January 1, 2016.

Closeto 150 supporters attended
the fundraising event, which was held
at the Phoenix Decorating Company,
in Pasadena. Throughout the evening,
guests had the opportunity to take a
first-hand | ook at the newest Armenian
rose float, which is kept and being
worked oninsidethe Rose Pal ace of the
Phoenix Decorating Company. Todate,
the construction of the framework and
architectural components of the float
have been completed. The dry decora-
tion of thefloat will beimplemented in
the next few weeks, and the culminat-
ing flower decorations will be carried
out during the five days leading up to
the Pasadena Tournament of Roses.

The first Armenian rose float,
which carried the theme “Cradle of
Civilization,” went onto earnthe Pasa-
dena Tournament of Roses presti-
gious President’s Award for “most
effective floral use and presentation.”

“On New Year's Day, 2015, as
thefirst Armenian rosefloat in history
rolled down Colorado Boulevard, it
promoted Armenian culture and iden-
tity in Los Angeles and across the
world,” AARFA President Stepan
Partamian said as he addressed the
guests. “The float was seen by about
700,000 spectators in Pasadena and a
global audience of 1.5 billion in 115
countries. The forthcoming Tourna-
ment of Roses will be seen by an even
greater number of people.”

Thethemeof theupcoming Tour-
nament of Rosesis* Find your Adven-
ture,” the newest Armenian rose float
will be called “Discover Armenia.”
Thedesign of thefloat will encompass
major Armenian landmarks as well as
references to Armenian history — in-
cluding the Sardarapat and
Tsitsernakaberd memorials, the Tatev
Monastery, Artsakh’s “We Are Our
Mountains” monument, the Ughtasar
Petroglyphs, the khachkar cemetery

of Old Jugha, and the Urartian Sphinx,
among others. Both the first and the
newest Armenian rose floats were de-
signed by AARFA Board member
Johnny Kanounji.

In the course of his remarks,
Partamian announced astring of dona-
tions that were made by guests. They
included Antranig Baghdassarian of
Karoun Dairies, amajor benefactor of
thefirst Armenian rose float who once
again contributed $50,000; and Dr.
Albert Karamanoukian, Mark and
Paul ette Geragos, FloraDunaians, and
an anoymous donor, each of whom
contributed $10,000.

This year, the AARFA has
launched the Armenian Rose Float
Ambassador Program, whereby vol-
unteers can become city-specific am-
bassadors of the rose float to raise at
least $3,000 fromtheir respective com-
munities. Duringthe December 6 event,
Partamian recognized the dedication
and work of six ambassadors by pre-
senting them with the first-ever
AARFA Ambassadorship pins. The
honored ambassadors were Garbis
Der-Y eghiayan (representingLaVerne,
California), CarmenLibaridian (Holly-
woodHills, California), FloraDunaians
(Pasadena, California — south of 210
Freeway), Margaret Mgrubian (Pasa-
dena, California — north of 210 Free-
way), Tony Melconian (La Crescenta,
California), and Hratch Kozibeyokian
(Shadow Hills, California). Currently
the AARFA is seeking to enlist addi-
tional ambassadors to represent cities
across the US. Those who are inter-
ested can email the association at
info@aarfa.org.

To date, the AARFA has raised
$180,000 of the $300,000 needed for
the construction of the second Arme-
nian rose float and its participation in
the Pasadena Tournament of Roses.
The AARFA, whose sole mission isto
raise fundsto be spent annually on the
Armenian float, continues to accept
donations and is seeking corporate
sponsors to help fund the project.
Tax-deductible contributions can be
made securely through the AARFA
site(at aarfa.org) or by mailing acheck
to: AARFA, P. O. Box 60005, Pasa-
dena, CA 91116.

Armenian American Museum Design Unveiled

Continued frompagel

representativesfromthefollowing nine
regional Armenian American institu-
tions and organizations: Armenian
Catholic Eparchy, Armenian Cultural
Foundation, Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, Armenian

General Benevolent Union — Western
District, Armenian Relief Society —
WesternUSA, Nor Or Charitable Foun-
dation, Nor Serount Cultural Associa-
tion, Western Dioceseof the Armenian
Church of North America, and West-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic
Church.

December 19, 2015

Land and Culture Organization Restores
7th Century Lori Monastery

PASADENA --
Summer 2015 marked
another successful cam- |
paign for the Land and
Culture Organization
(LCO)/Organisation
Terreet Culture(OTC).
LCO/OTC completed
another project with
the consecration of a
7th century monastery
in the Shirakamuit vil-
lage in the northern
Lori region, near the
1988 earthquake epi-
center of Spitak. LCO/
OTCcelebrated the
completion and
consecration of
Tchkhanavank, a
historical sitethat
was discovered
hiddenunderahillside.
LCO/OTC launched
this project in 2008
and completed the
final phase with ten volunteers from
OTC-France this August. The recon-
structed church, now renamed Sourp
Khatch (Holy Cross) was blessed on
August 22nd by Archbishop Sebouh
Chouldjian of the Gougak Diocese.
Present at the ceremonies were Board
Members from Europe and America,
Kegham Kevonian and Aram Gazarian
of OTC-France, Haig and Hilda
Manjikian LCO-USA, Nazaret
Kevonian of LCO-USA, project ar-
chitect Stepan Nalbandian of LCO/
OTC Armenia “Yergeer Yev
Meshagiut”, along with LCO/OTC
volunteers and members. Also
present were Lucine Kassarjian
and Arthur Harutyunian of the Ar-
menian Tree Project (ATP) Arme-
niaOffice. ATP participated in the
ceremony by planting decorative
trees near the church site. Over
two hundred guests, including
Governor of Lori Region Artur
Nal bandyan, mayorsfrom surround-
ing villages, and local Shirakamut
villagersattended the ceremonies. It
was an emotional moment for all
present foll owing the culmination of
years of hard work by volunteers
and local craftsmen.

Tchkhanavank Project Com-
pleted (1)In addition to the consecra-
tion of Sourp Khatch church in the
north, LCO-USA continued work on
another project in southern Armenia.
Thisyear’s campaign brought eleven
motivated volunteersfrom the United
States and Australia to spend three-
weeks in the Syunik region, rebuild-
ing al7th century historical site. This
was LCO/OTC’s third year working
on Sourp Stepanos Church in

Shikahogh village, which is located
adjacent to the Shikahogh Forest Re-
serve 20 miles south of Kapan. “ It was
incredibly exciting and rewarding to
work on this site” said one of the
volunteers. “We did a little bit of ev-
erything from making a clear path
around the entrance, fixing the roof,
rebuilding the alter and more.”

The five-hour workday packed
with physical labor participating in
the renovation of this Armenian
church is just one part of the LCO/
OTC experience. Volunteersliveina
very modest village home and spend
non-working hours bonding with vil-
lage residents, while enjoying local
activitiesandtheir surroundings. “We
played soccer and hung out at swim-
ming holes with local kids, visited
family homes for tea, and befriended
veterans who showed us their battle
wounds and told us (Karabagh) war
stories” said veteran volunteer Lori
Pogarian. “Our favorite isthe village
"discotec" —asimpleauditorium with
a boom box where around 20 local
kidsgo dancing every night.” In addi-
tion to experiencing village life, the
volunteers go on excursions of Arme-
nian historical sites.

For over 38 years, LCO/OTC
has been one of the earliest volunteer
groups in Armenia and Karabakh
working to restore, renovate, and re-
juvenatethe historical monumentsand
sites of our nation. It has performed
this mission through its summer cam-
paigns, by volunteers of every age
from the Diaspora and Armenia. To
learn more about LCO or join in our
summer volunteer program, you may
reach us at www.lcousa.org.

Bako Sahakyan

Continued frompagel

missesthe opportunity toturnto provo-
cations, must also realize it.

Joining hands with our sisters
and brothers from Armenia and the
Diasporawewill do our best to further
strengthen the Artsakh statehood, safe-
guard our peopl e’ ssecurity and ensur-
ing their well-being, increase the de-

fense potential, develop economy and
improve living standards of the citi-
zens. Artsakh must become a devel-
oped and modern country and take its
deserved placeintheinternational com-
munity.

Dear fellow citizens,

| onceagaincongratul ateall of you
on this memorable holiday and wish
peace, robust health and all the best”.
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