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Unp Swphl nnygnilbghGf wiwlnuiwl jupq wigud unynpuljwub
2inphwinpwlfibpny, pupbdwunpniphilGlbpny bt molwpdpniphrGlb-
pny: labwlwb, pGybpughG, Thnipblulwb, hujpbliwulwb be vhywqquyhb
ninpulbpnt Gbpfby, Unp Swphb, pnhwlpwwybunuph wnhp §p hwlnh-
uwliwy, hwliqudwbopkl qglwhwwnbint wbglnng vhwdbwy dudwlwlwu-
hwunniwdh wpdwlwgpud npulwb b dpnwlub abnfpbpnudbbpp, Gw-
bi' Gnp npnpnudlbp wnlbny, qonpdniwd uppwibpp uppugpbine bu
wnwib) puthny, inpwlnp Spughplibp Yywlbint nungpnipbwudp:

Ubp hwypblh bv wihpunfuhw) jbwGfLl Gbpu, whglng 2015 mwphG,
Juwnjwuliynibgut hwydnynynipyh nhd Qudwlibwl bwpupnipbwl hpugnp-
dwd Sbnwuwwlnipbwl huphipudbwynwupbihgh hwdwhwywlwb qquju-
gnilig Gynidny: Uy wnhpny, wlhqudh fp hwdwp bru, fhuubwugud hwy
dnnnynipnp hp dwylp pupdpugnig wwhwbebiny, np Cnipfhw Gwls-
Gwyj, puunuywupwnk bt junnigk Qudwlbw Ywjupnipbwl' hwydnynynip-
nhnbd hpugnpdwd Sbnwuwwliniphelip:

Uplvwphny dEY, hwphip hwquplbp hwyniny hwynpnhGbpnt h-
wuliwul Jwulwlgnipbudp nbnh nibgul qwhwlywwnhpwlwub
fujjupywilbp, npnlg opplwwywhniphilp, jupquuywhniphilp bo
Juwwnwpbjwyhbu punun nt gupybin juqlujubpyntwdniphibp
Ubdwybu glwhwwnnibgut Yhymqquyhl hwbpwjhl fupshfhb Ynndk:
twpphipudbwy Swpbihgh wju yuwndwlwb Gynudp, Guby, hp wuwlne-
Upnilbgwy, 8bywuwwbnipbwb qnh* YEynijbu Shihnl Gwhwwnwlib-
pnil whGwpwyby bt hpwywthwn uppugwunidp Upp. Lpdhwdliwg
Uwyp Swhwuphl dky:

Unwib| bru, 2015 wmwphb junljwbynibgur bupnnphyk Zwdwjbfu-
wbwn' bpwluhu Upp. Twyh Gupwabnbnipbudp bt uppuqub hnwlwin-
pnipbwudp, dwwnplwbh Upp. Swhwph ponpubkb, 8bnuwuwwlntpbwl gqnh,
wibh fwl JEY n hhu Yhipnb Gwhwunwlibpnil jhywnwlhl Juwnnig-
niwd Upp. Twwnwpwugny, hGswku Guby, Oudwlibwl bujupnipbwl' hwy
dnnnynipnh pbd ppugnpdwd Sbnuuwwlntpbwl hwlnhuwinp Gwlw-
snudny, Awbwsnid* np Gnp pndulinulniphil nt hwdw)puphwghG Swu
wnntwt Uinp ppnquljwul bt wldponbih Juibpulwubinipbwb hwuwnwndwb
pdwuwnny:

9niquhbnwpwp wyn ppuljwb abnfpbpnidibpnil’ Zwjwuwnmwb Uyp-
fvwph, 2015p. pmpnilwlbg dGw) hp pnnpwd GhpfhlG nwwglwwybbpni
blipuljuy:

Gnjuwnbibg Zwypblh wlinbuvwlwl wugbuyp: Bupbih spupawt
wnwfl wnlb) hwypbGhfp nidwpwihny wpunmwquyph: Gupbh sbnu
Lwypblpfp' hplowlintphil- dnynynipy yunwlunniwd uyyunhs upquyh-
fwltG nnipu hwlbyi: Ywupbh spupdwe hwypblh hwuwl wnlny Gnp
ubpnilinlibpp ngbinpb) bt juyniwd wwhb) dwyp hnnhG, winp hbnbiwGf*
wlinlig hwbwgfibpp ubibnwd dGwughl hbnwinp wihbp' Gipnyw, Udbph-
jw jud wy pupgquiwb bpyhpbbp, jupblw] wypniuwn, pupop Ybhwbf ne
hpblg wywuqub wywhnybnt hwdwp, hls np upbih skp punGwp hpblg
dwyp hnnhG Jpwy...:

Upwwfhl GlynidGbpp Gnituq mugiuywuh shywi:

Uqbph bu Bnupf, wppitGulhg hpppwlniphiGlbpnt nuiwnpp gonp-
dwlhgnipbwdp' Zwjmwuwnwbh nt Upguph nkd hwuwnwwnniwd wihw-
ynudp Yp JGwy mwluihG dwbpugnny Jhwlh fkp: Unpybjiwbh hpapt
hopowlnippiblbp, pbpbt nu dwlp, wjjmqub nwqlulub qtGfbpnt bu
hpwuwjjujhl nnudpbpnt mwpwihGbpny jupnibwlbghl pujonby mgbph-
hwy qhiwnunwuph hwdwdwjiniphiip Upguj-Unpybjfiwb vwhdw6ib-
pnt bpluyGfhl, yuwnlwn punbwny Jwupnlujhb qnhbpnt b Ghrpwulwb
Ubd JGwulibpn:

by Yp ybpuwpbph vYhpmqquhl jugnipbwl, 2015 mwuphl, Gnjluku
dwlpopkl mwgliwwwih mwph Up hwlnhuwgw, pninpnyhG vwhdnlb-
gnighs, whwpblswlwb bt bnbpulwl wwydwbibpnt mwl: MTwjdwbGbp,
npnlf Yp ybllwpwlnihb plinhwlpwwybu ghpup hwljwuny yupludbb-

nd...:
el Usjvwph gnpdlwwybu whwpbljswlwub dwlp gignidbibpnt bipwluy
nupdwt: Vuppuuyululwl wbwupg, Jujpuqg bt dwjpujbny Thyngu-
nnidlbpnt ky gwip nt vwhdwl $Gwlgnn Gnpuwuwnbnd bujwdwlwb
Mbwnniphil buqlulbpyntpbwl jujnGupbpnudng: nphppuinp Swgne-
Uny, juqlulbpyntwdénipbudp, $pliwluwinpnidny bt wypwphwlw-
(ufwl hwiwllniphilbbp nilibgny wju wpunwunynp juqlulbpyne-
philp, hp Ywhwuphip hwpniwdbbpp mwpwdbg wylpwphp snpu dSwgbpniG:
Shobnt hwdwp Shfwlhl, jujnGbGf, np wju wpunwunynp hpapf fuqdwu-
ybpyniphilp gpnhbg wuwlgulwb Uniphwb, Ppwfl nt Lhwhw6, npnGf
wibpwlnibgwl Ubd fwuwdp: Uhwpblswulub jupgh mwl' wl hwpniw-
obg , jhobint hwdwp hfwlhG' $pwluwb' hp Pwphgny, Uhqhwb* hp
LnlGwnlnyg nt Udbphlujh Uhugbw YwhwlqbGbpp hp Fwh$nplhuwgny,
nnnlGf Udwbopbwywju molbwlwb ofbn bywlwlh, §'nypwb hpblg whdbn
nhbnpn...

1 51(;}16p. Udwlnpph ubdhl, dbp whdGwugnpy funpwbfp whwnh pup
wyl' np Upppwph bpuqubkp hp pununnipphilp: Sbywuywlnipbwb
hwphipbpnpn Swpbihghl gnjunwd wqquyhl hwdbpwsf nghG gbphojvny
nunbwp dbp dnnnynipnh YbwGfLG Ghpunt wywhnyniphilp ybpuwnh-
nkp Ubp dwypblh hnnh Jpuwy: Np 2wuypbGpfh b Uhhunfh juybpp punbo-
JpG whfwlwnbihoptG nidbn' Ywupblw] vhwulbwpwp nhdwgpuibine
hwdwp Jbp Gbpwqquhl bt vhymqquyhl phunwGpfhlG vygunbugnn
pbibnwgbw| ywpunwhpwuikplbpp:

Uju wliyuniphilGlbpnyd nt jwiwwnbu nqhny, Gubt §'nnoniGLGF
wyppwphny ULy Jwpyynipbwl Unp Swphb nuUpp. 0Gnilnp' Jwunpbiny
ownurn, wpnhilwiwwn b bppwlhly Yhwf:

mMuSquuU

cunruFNe, uuuuvne 6k UNFPe sLnkFLn

Ut 26wl bwb bniuwlgnipbwb GbnpnbGwlwb dwpsniphibp, hp puqg-
Ywhwqup Yynruwlhglbpny, hmdwlphplbpne bt dwpsnipbwl wlnilng p
upwk bu gbpdonkl Yp sGnphwinpl wyjpwphwuhhin hwyniphilp Unp
Swpntwl bt Unipp 0lniGnph jntuwinp wolih mnhpny:

Uphpbih huypblwlihglbp, whgwud 2015 pniwlubp pbynidGughl b
Jinwlwl Ep vbp wdpnny dnnnynipnp bt Zwjwuwnwlp Zwbpwwybnni-
pbwl Gnpugn)G yuwndnipbwl hwdwp: Zuyng 8bnuuwwlnipbwl hwphe-
pwdbwy mwpbihghG bu LY nu Yhu hipnlG whdbn gqnhbpnt jhpwwnwlp
Pplhupydwh Gnehpniwd funufulwb, Pwlnepughl bt ghnwlwub pug-
Jwpnphnipy hpngunnidibpp wnwlig pugunnipbwl plingpybghb fu-
nufwlhpp nny wylpwphp: Ujuop SbGf wdblw)l yuwwnmwupwlwwnnini-
pbwdp hplwlf jujnwpwpby, np 8wih, MTwhwlywwnppnipbwb bt wuwwndw-
Yuwl U.ppupniphilip ybpululgibnt hudwp wibwpwnbuyopki hwdwjpdp-
ntwd hwy dnnnynipnp hp hwiwfwlwl Yuwdfnyd br nidny wylpwphhb
Ypgur gnyg wwy hp Jnwludniphilp: @nipfhng Ynndt Gwihthnihp
Guuwwnwdwpnp wnolwlwwmwpniphtGlbpniljnipy fuquulbpyniwd fu-
nufwlwl fwlpwplnhp wbywpupniphllbppn’s Thwy sppwliqupbgh,
wy wibh’ obpnbghG hwydnynynipnh wuybnwlwb Ybhgniwdfp* hp Bwrh
nt Mwhwlywwnmphpnipbwl Uky:

LGywhbwb bniuwlgniphilp fhuynju kb, np Zwyng 8bnwuwwlntpbwb
100-pn mwpbihgh vhgngunnidGbpp hwdwwupgnn jubabwdnnnyhl Ynn-
UL pnuinny hp unbndnith Zwdwhwjjulwl vnphnipy, pninp upnn nudb-
pougnpdol fwulwlgnipbwdp Yp dpwlnih dwpunwdupulwub hpdbwinp
hwjbgulupg, npnbf jwrwgnjlu Yp Gywunbl hwdwhwjjulwb fhdwdw-
tu ntjutwllnn dpughplbpnt Gyuwwnwlwyhl hpulwlwgdumb:

UGglnn mwphl 100 wdbw G Ep Gube b, Injuny 'ty junwwl hwb-
ntwd 2Gswlbwl Puwblbpnil: Uju wnhpny juqlulbpyntwd funwfu-
wl, ghvnwlwl, hpwywpwlwpouwlwb, bphrnmwuwpyulwlb, Fruln-
pwyhl, hpwwnwpwlswlwb be wy dbnbGwpllibpp bjwl wywugnigbng, np
hwydnynynipyp hwiwwnwphd dGwny pp hbpnu Gwhwwnwlibpnil unw-
4G, wibih nidwlwb Ybpuyny Yunswd §p Shwy wlnbg yuwwngudhb: Uju
dhpkl Gbpu, niymgpue Gnpnippil bp, Zwyng 8bnwuwwlnipbwl hpnyni-
philip wbGsgnny ppfuljwb hnuwbfibpnt wpunwjujnwd ppnp jupqubfp

Puwlilibpny jhpwnwhG. hnuwlfibp npnlg hbwn U 26swlbwb bniuwy-
gniphilip Ypowpnibwlk wuwhb) hp pupbjudwlwb jupupbpniphiGlbpp:

U.liglinn 2015 pniwwubhb, Upgulvh bt Zwjwunwlp vwhdwGibpnG
Ypwy Uwnpyhbiwbh Yotk junwpniwd nnbagniphillbpp, nipy dnw-
hngniphillGbpnt mbnh nntpl: Zuyfulwl pubGulhb Jnwlwb hwljwu-
hwpniwdGbpp bt hwydnnnynipnph vhwjudbr wdpnnyulub Yhgniwdfp
hwjjulwl pwbwlyh phyniGfpG, p shfnpupanighl poiwdhhb puguyuyn b
qunulh pninp Gywwnwllibpp: Unluwyb Juwlqp ybppiwulubwuwybu -
puwwnwd sk Zuyulwb pwlwlhl hwlnby hnquuwpnippilp b hw-
dwqquyhb phyntGfhl wywhnynidp whnp, U Gswlbwb bniuwlgni-
pbwl hwdwp bp Yp JGwl wdkG GluwnmwnnidGbpt:

Tdpwppnwpwup Gnyl hGfGwdunwhniphilp dbq sh Gbpylshp dwjwu-
wwlp Gbpfhl pGYbpwghb bt mGnbuvwlwb hppwdpbwlp: Uighng mwpp
dnnnynipnhl down hnunwlniwd ndgnhniphililbpp wibjgwb: Uhwyl Jtinw-
Yul wwjfwupp wyophlp hwpunmwugdwl b uywnwlbpnipbwl nbd; wie-
whp pnnphb hwiwuwpnephilp opbGfpl wngbt Yplwb Jbnub) wpunwqun-
phb pwthp by ybpwlwulqlby dnnnynipnhl Junwhniphilp hyppwlinepbw
hwlintw: UGhpwdbynniphiGlbp' npnlf wdtl pubh wnwy Ewlwb bG Jbp
hwdwqquyhl Gyuwnwlibpnt hpugnpddwl hwdwp:

Ut 2lGswlbwb bnituwlgniphilp dhow Ynnd bywd b w'ji pupbihn-
fonudGibpnil, npnGf Phinntwd b Ghpfungufulwl ppudpbulibpln pu-
pojuljwl fplinnpunp fuyniGuglbmn br whnbuwwb funwfuljwbine-
pbwl wypnidugdwl: ULGf jniuny bGf, np lywunwljwujug wvwwnwbfh
wwpwquihlUwuhdwlunpulwb hnhnpnepphiGbbpp Yplwl wywhndb)
pL' dLyp, pL" dhuup:

Ubphuwy wywphwfunufuluwl qupqugnudibpp Ypnbl, np qupf
2016 pnrwlulip Gnylwbu1h whwh ppuynwpwnbuwl fwpnwhpuckplb-
pny: oufp bt Ubpdwinp wpbibjbwl hwjjulwb quypotiwulibpnil gnyni-
pbwl vwupl kb nmwpwdwypywlughl wy Jupunmwhpwibplbpng, npnlg
nhdwluwybint bt wyn nhdwuynipbh junpulwl byjbint hwdwp whhpw-
dbpwn Yhp hwdwpbGf Thwulbwlwdnipbudp nhlwgpuib) hwnipbwb bu
hwdwqquyhl wnlw) plnhplbpl nte fwpunwhpwuibplbpp:

bp 128-wdbwy quundnipbwl wdpnng plipwugfpl UT 265 wlbwb bni-
uwlgniphilip vhpn fhwg wppupnipbwb bt hwiwuwpnipbwl hwdwp
wuwjfwpnn wnwowdwpwnhllbpne yupfhl hy:

Ujuop w Ut 2Gswlbwl bnruwlgniphilp wdbGwl wuunwajowbu-
nnintpbudp yuwwnpwuwn Ehwdwhwjjulwb pninp jupnn nudbpnt hbn
Uhwulwpup wuwjfwphy julnil wyy ybh qunthwpbbpnil, julnG dbp
wpnup ywhwlywwnppnipbwl bt julniG dbp dnnnynipnh ppwnun no
pupblybghl YbwbfhG:

Uphpbih hwypbGulhglbp, Ut 26swlbwb bniuwlgnipbwb Ybnpnlwlwb
Ywpsniphilp whqud dp bru Yp gnphwinpl hwdwyl hwy dnynynipnl no
pwnunuubp duppynuppulip' Udwlnph beUnipp 0GnGngh inuuwenp wolibpndG
wnphu:Ponphn Yp JwnpbGf nid b Ynpny, wnnngniphi b, ppunun ne unbndw-
pup wpwwnwbf: UdbGwyl puppf abqh bt pununniphil Qbp ofiwulbpndG:
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Armenians in the Midst of Civil Wars: Lebanon and Syria Compared (*)

Ara Sanjian
University of Michigan-Dearborn

SinceMarch 2011, Syriahasbeen
the arena of a vicious civil war, in
which numerous world and regional
powers have also become deeply in-
volved. Thelong-term existence of the
deep-rooted Armenian communitiesin
various parts of Syria has also come
under question because of this pro-
tracted conflict. Anunmistakablefeel -
ing of deep unease and anxiety is evi-
dent among most Armenians world-
wide asfighting persists and no peace-
ful settlement appears to be in sight.

The Syrian conflict follows an-
other long-drawn-out civil war in next-
door Lebanon, which went on for
fifteen years, from 1975 to 1990. The
Armenian community in Lebanon also
suffered gravely during this conflict.
However, the general view prevailing
among Armenianstoday, bothin Leba-
non and abroad, is that the amount of
Armenian losses and torment during
the Lebanese Civil War was mitigated
because of the policy of ‘ positive neu-
trality,” which the various religious
and political componentsof the Arme-
nian community in Lebanon unfail-
ingly practiced during the decade-and-
a-half of bloodshed and destruction.

In the past four years many Ar-
menians have frequently asked why
their ethnic kin in Syria have failed to
openly proclaim asimilar community-
wide policy of neutrality in the current
conflict and pursueit effectively. This
article will attempt to provide atenta-
tive answer to this oft-raised question,
based on the comparison of the chal-
lenges which Armenians in Lebanon
faced during the early stages of their
country’s civil war, with the difficul-
tiesnow confronting the Armeniansin
Syria. The preliminary conclusion of -
fered at thisjunctureisthat Armenians
in Syriain 2011 set off from a more
unfavorable point of departure com-
pared to their ethnic kin in Lebanon
back in 1975. It must be kept in mind,
however, that the L ebanese Civil War
ended twenty-five years ago. The Ar-
menian position during that conflict
can now be studied based on published
primary sources, including testimo-
nies by Armenian and non-Armenian
protagonists, and a growing body of
academic literature. The Syrian crisis,
on the other hand, is still unfolding,
and itsoutcomeisstill hard to predict.
Observers therefore lack at this stage
a historical perspective. Moreover,
most Armeniansfrom Syria, including
those consulted directly or indirectly
during the research leading to this
article, are still reluctant to go on the
record, fearing, understandably, that
the facts or interpretations which they
will disclose may simply fall into the
wrong hands of different zealous war-
lords or their respective followers.
Therefore, the arguments and findings
of this article may be subject to modi-
fication in the future. A more compre-
hensive comparison will, in all likeli-
hood, be necessary once the Syrian

conflict is over, at least to refine the
conclusionsof thisarticle, if not more.

Throughout recorded history,
Armenians, living in their cradle, the
ArmenianHighland, and, fromtheelev-
enthcentury A.D.,asoinCilicia, have
had numerous political, religious, cul-
tural and trade connections with the
peoples and successive states govern-
mentson theterritory of their southern
neighbor, Natural or Geographical Syria
(Bilad al-Sham). Medieval Armenian
sourcescalled thisarea Asorik, which,
at varioustimes, al so hosted important
Armenian expatriate communities.(1)

Thisareareceived additional sig-
nificance for Armenians immediately
after the First World War, when tens
of thousands of genocide survivors
from the Ottoman Empire sought ref-
ugein the nascent French mandates of
Lebanon and Syria. Lebanon’s inter-
national borders were set in 1920. By
1928 the Armenian Orthodox Prelacy
estimated that 32,859 Armenianswere
living in the country.(2) Accordingto
the 1932 census, Armenians consti-
tuted about 4.5 percent of Lebanon’'s
total population of 782,415. In 1944,
only months after L ebanon had gained
independence from France, this pro-
portion had risen to over 6 percent,(3)
partly as a result of a new wave of
Armenianimmigrationto Lebanon af-
ter the French mandatory authorities
had transferred the sanjak of
Alexandretta (Hatay) from Syria to
Turkey in 1938-1939.(4) On the
other hand, Syria attained her cur-
rently recognized international bor-
ders only on the eve of World War I1.
The country’s civil register showed
that around 100,000 Armenians lived
within those boundaries in 1938.(5)
Seven yearslater, in 1945, when Syria
had al so just becomeindependent from
France, Armeniansformed over 4 per-
cent of the country’s total population
of about 3 million.(6)

Under the French mandate in the
1920s and 1930s, the constitutions of
both Syria and Lebanon accorded the
various ethno-religious communities
(including thethree Armenian denomi-
nations—Orthodox, Catholicand Evan-
gelical) solejurisdiction on all matters
of personal status. They also acquired
theright teach in their native language
and to establish and maintain their
communal schools. Moreover, the
political systems of these two coun-
tries were both based on equitable
ethno-religious representation in the
legislature and other branches of gov-
ernment. In his noteworthy compara-
tive study of Armenians in modern
Syriaand Lebanon, NicolaMigliorino
arguesthat the political system estab-
lished by the Mandate authorities, cre-
ated remarkable opportunities for the
(re)construction of a new, post-Geno-
cide ArmenianworldintheLevant: on
the one hand, it maintained the prin-
cipleof official recognition of specific
cultural autonomies that had charac-

terized the Ottoman tradition; on the
other, it created constitutional spaces
and political conditionsfor theintegra-
tion of the Armenians into the Leba-
nese and Syrian parliamentary sys-
tems. The Armenian refugees ... were
ableto seizethose opportunitiesand to
gradually develop a vast system of
Armenian institutions that became the
backbone of the Armenian effort for
cultural preservation and develop-
ment.(7)

However, following the French
withdrawal at the end of the Second
World War, the independent states of
Lebanon and Syria followed different
paths of political and economic devel-
opment. Predictably, this divergence
also affected their respective Arme-
nian communities. The established
consociational power sharing political
system was consolidated in Leba-
non,(8) and the role of the central
government remained limited. Con-
versely, the successive centralizing
governments in Syria gradually dis-
mantled the ethno-religious represen-
tation system and imposed, inthename
of Arab nationalism, political and cul-
tural restrictions on ethnic minorities,
including measures affecting Arme-
nian schools and communal organiza-
tions. Writing before the current Syr-
ian Civil War, Migliorino contended
that the evolution of the two states,
and in particular their approach to-
wards ethno-cultural diversity, had a
significant influence on the way the
Armenian communities have evolved
and, ultimately, on the comparative
success of the preservation of their
diverseidentity.(9)

This article will take this argu-
ment further and contend that these
differencesin the political systems of
the two countries were also vital in
shaping the courses of action pursued
by Armenian community leaders when
L ebanon and Syriasuccessively became
engulfed in their respective civil wars.

ARMENIANS AND
THE LEBANESE CIVIL WAR
(1975-1990):
POSITIVE NEUTRALITY

The fifteen-year-long Lebanese
Civil War caused massive casualties
and destruction, in addition to a huge
wave of permanent emigration from
the country. The nature of the con-
flict, the list of warring factions, and
their political-military alliances with
other local groups and outside powers
underwent numerous changes during
those fifteen years.(10) This article
will focus, however, on the first phase
of this conflict, the so called Two
Years War of 1975-1976. The Arme-
nian political | eadership’ sdecision not
toget militarily involvedintheconflict
was made and first practiced at this
juncture, even if the same policy was
pursued with equal steadfastness dur-
ing the later stages of the war as well.

The Two Years' War pitted an

almost exclusively Christianandlargely
pro-status quo coalition of various
political parties and factions against a
heterogeneous, radical opposition
camp, with four foci — L ebanese Mus-
lim, pan-Arabnationalist, L ebanesel eft-
ist and Palestinian.

The Christians of Lebanon and
especially the Maronites, the largest
ethno-religious group among them,
fought to maintain their dominant po-
sition in the country’s political, social
and economic order. They argued that
the constitutional privileges they en-
joyed, even after having become a
numerical minority in the country’s
population, were their only guarantee
against any future attempt by the Mus-
limmajority tohavethemmarginalized.
The Christian pro-status quo factions
also opposed the armed presence of
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon be-
causethe latter’ s growing involvement
in the country’s politics was evidently
altering the delicate balance of power
amongthevariousethno-religiouscom-
munitiesin favor of the Muslims.

The opposing camp fought to
alter Lebanon’s constitution and curb
traditional Maronite, rightwing domi-
nance. It also supported the Palestin-
ians' right to pursue their liberation
struggle against Israel from Lebanese
territory. These pro-Palestinian sym-
pathies among the various compo-
nents of the opposition emanated not
only from pan-Arab nationalist and
anti-imperialist convictions, but also
from practical considerations. Many
in the opposition camp viewed the
Palestinian guerrillas present in Leba-
non as a substitute ‘ Muslim’ or ‘revo-
lutionary’ army vis-a-visthe primarily
Maronite-led and pro-status quo offi-
cial Lebanese army.

Pal estinian military involvement
in Lebanese political disputes went
back only to the late 1960s. However,
L ebanon had already witnessed an ear-
lier six-month-long armed insurrec-
tion by an ad hoc Muslim, pan-Arab
nationalist and leftist coalition against
aMaronite-dominated and prowestern
government.(11) This showdown in
1958 had coincided with the height of
the Armenian ‘Cold War’' in the
Diaspora. Deeply divided onwhat atti-
tudetotakevis-a-vis Soviet ruleinthe
Armenian homeland, thethreepolitical
parties active in the Diasporahad coa-
lesced into two rival camps, intent on
one another’ s ideological destruction.
Throughout the 1950s, the Dashnak
Party saw itself resolutely within the
Western Camp in the latter’s global
struggle against Communism. Mean-
while, its traditional rivals, the
Hunchakianand Ramkavar partieswere
sympathetic to the Soviets. Within the
Lebanese context of 1958, the
Dashnaks backed the government,
whiletheHunchakians, Ramkavarsand
Armenian members of the Lebanese
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Communist Party were supportive of
the opposition. The breakdown of law
and order acrossthe country unleashed
the accumulated animosity among the
rival Armenian camps, and a series of
tit-for-tat assassinations took the lives
of around 35 Armenians of opposing
political persuasions. This bloodshed
stopped only when the broader Leba-
nese conflict came to an end and the
postwar national unity government
compelled the Armenian partiesto de-
clare a halt.(12)

Between 1958 and 1975, how-
ever, Armenian Diasporan politicshad
altered considerably, and thethreepar-
ties had ceased seeking external, non-
Armenianalliestoweakenor ideol ogi-
cally liquidate their Armenian rivals.
Demandsfor theinternational recogni-
tion and condemnation of the World
War | Armenian Genocide and
irredentist territorial demands from
Turkey — issues which the three par-
ties agreed upon —were now accorded
precedence to previously overriding
divisions concerning thelegitimacy of
Soviet rule in the homeland. Indeed,
the three parties were holding meet-
ingsinBeiruttoplanthejoint, Diaspora-
widecommemoration of the 60th anni-
versary of thegenocidewhenthel eba-
nese Civil War broke out. These meet-
ings were immediately used to also
formulate a unified Armenian stance
vis-&-vis the immediate crisis in the
host country.

The Armenian community in
Lebanonitself wasstill growing steadily
in 1975. In the early 1970s, this com-
munity was estimated to be in excess
of 165,000, perhaps as much as
200,000 peopl e. These approximations
included afew thousand refugeesfrom
Palestine after 1948 and amuch larger
number of more recent migrants from
Syria—two sub-groups which did not
yet have Lebanese citizenship.(13)
Moreover, with the eclipse of the Ar-
menian community in Egypt following
the revolution of 1952, Beirut had be-
cometheuncontested unofficial * capital
city’ of the Armenian Diasporainterms
of its political leadership and cultural
production. The three Diasporan par-
ties had moved their headquarters to
Beirut and were very much aware that
any decision they would take asregards
the situation in Lebanon would have
repercussionsamong all Armeniancom-
munities outside the Soviet Bloc.

A few of the Armenian commu-
nity leaders, whoformulated andimple-
mented the policy of ‘ positive neutral -
ity’ during the civil war, published
their testimonies after the end of the
conflict. They all maintain that the
adoption of this policy proved to be a
wise, circumspect and correct deci-
sion. This conclusion is today shared
by amost all Armenian community
activists in Lebanon, and by ethnic
Armenian scholars who have studied
thispolicy asan academic subject.(14)
The bloody Lebanese Civil War ulti-
mately failed to resolve the core is-
sues, which had caused it in the first
place. No clear winner emerged to
impose its version of who were the
heroes and villains of this conflict.
Therefore, the Armenians’ reluctance
to wage war and, hence, their lack of

any responsibility for themassivekill-
ings and destruction now appear asthe
morally good position. Moreover, Ar-
menians fondly remember today that,
during thewar years, they wereamong
the few in Lebanon who could safely
cross the lines dividing the various
warring factions, and that their policy
of ‘positive neutrality’ minimized the
casualties and material losses suffered
by the community.

No single document was drafted
in 1975 outlining the basic Armenian
position as regards the conflict. In-
stead, the Armenian party leaders
agreed upon a set of principles, which
they and the Armenian deputiesin the
country’s parliament later expounded
inthe Armenian mediaand tothewider
Lebanese public. Their efforts were
successful especially among the Ar-
menian rank and file; very few Arme-
nianyouth chosetofight asindividuals
alongside either the pro-status quo
Christian or the opposition leftist mili-
tiamen. The phrase ‘positive neutral-
ity,” which cameto describethispolicy,
wasreportedly first coined by Harutiun
Kuzhuni (Jergjian), the Hunchakian
Party |eader.(15)

In broad terms, the policy of
‘positiveneutrality’ emanated fromthe
Armenian community’s commitment
to Lebanon’s national unity, sover-
eignty, territorial integrity and conso-
ciational political system. The Arme-
nian parties recognized the need for
certain social, economic and adminis-
trative reforms so as to resolve the
contested issues within Lebanese so-
ciety. However, they insisted that such
reformsshould beagreed upon through
dialogue. Therefore, they eschewed
and condemned the use of force as a
means to solve political disputes in
L ebanon. They also pursued activecom-
municationand negotiationwithall other
segments of Lebanese society.

Nevertheless, the Armenian par-
tiesalso armed their youth —following
similar measures by other communi-
ties and political factions. The activi-
ties of these young Armenian armed
men would remain confined, however,
to defending the Armenian-inhabited
guarters and institutions against pos-
sible encroachments by other militia
groups.(16)

The Armenian political elite's
decisiontoopt for ‘ positive neutrality’
emanated both from the conviction
that Lebanon’s existing political sys-
tem was advantageous to the Arme-
nian community overall, and from the
three parties' desire to deepen their
growing cooperation across the
Diaspora since the 1960s.

The Armenian political leader-
ship was convinced that Lebanon’'s
consociational system had accorded
the Armenian community certain lati-
tude to control its internal affairs and
helped preserveethnic Armenianiden-
tity and culture. After all, the declared
objective of thethree partiesremained
the mai ntenance of adistinct Armenian
ethnic and political identity in the
Diaspora until amore favorable inter-
national political environment would
permit their return to their historical
homeland, now under Turkish rule.
Moreover, under Lebanon’s constitu-
tion, therelatively small Armeniancom-
munity regularly had representatives
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in the country’ s main political institu-
tions and thus played somerolein the
host state’s national politics. Arme-
nian leaders feared that if the deepen-
ing crisisledto Lebanon’ spartition, or
if the political system was altered fun-
damentally, their community couldlose
many of the political and cultural rights
it had come to enjoy.

OntheArmenianDiasporanlevel,
the leadership based in Lebanon was
awarethat if aunified position was not
adopted and managed carefully, age-
old, but recently dormant rivalriescould
be exploited by outsideforces, and the
specter of the so called ‘fratricidal’
killings of 1958 could haunt the com-
munity again. Moreover, because of
Beirut’' scentrality inthe Diaspora, the
inability to forge acommon stand vis-
a-visthe conflict in Lebanon may also
slow down and even halt the gradually
burgeoning Armenian cross-party co-
operation in other parts of the world.

Finally, the published testimo-
nies of these Armenian leaders attest
that they also took into consideration
the intense involvement of foreign,
especially other Arab, powers in the
Lebanese Civil War. Any unwise step
by them might endanger those Arme-
niansin Lebanon who had Syrian citi-
zenship or were refugees from Pales-
tine. It might even arouse complica-
tionsfor the Armenian communitiesin
other Arab countries, like Syria, Iraq,
Egypt or Jordan.(17)

However, any minor actor pro-
claimingitsneutrality during abroader
conflict involving other, more power-
ful actors, should also have the means
to make the other players respect its
neutrality.(18) For that reason, the
Armenian partiesmaintained continual
contact with all warring sides, includ-
ing the Palestinians and Syria, whose
troopsentered Lebanonin 1976. These
deliberationswere meant to clarify the
specifics of the joint Armenian posi-
tion to the other actors. As mentioned
earlier, the Armeniansal so maintained,
wherever possible, small military
forces for the purpose of self-defense.
Moreover, as the Lebanese state insti-
tutions providing various services to
thepopulacegradually withered away,

the Armenian parties and their social
and educational affiliates, together with
other Armenian religious and charity
organizations, hadtostepinandfill the
void, thus increasing Armenian com-
munal self-government under the war
conditions.(19)

Nevertheless, these measures
could not have been enough by them-
selves to maintain the Armenian neu-
tral position had a number of other,
internal and external political factors
been absent from the broader Leba-
nese scene. The importance of these
specific conditions becomes apparent
if thepolitical landscapein and around
Lebanon between 1975 and 1990 is
compared with the local and interna-
tional state of affairs affecting Syria
since 2011.

First, the Lebanese state struc-
ture survived throughout the war pe-
riod, even if the central government
lost control of many of the state insti-
tutions, aswell asitstraditionally shaky
monopoly on violence. Even under
these conditions of its precarious sur-
vival, the legitimacy of the Lebanese
central government and institutions
were respected on the international
scene. The parliament elected in 1972
repeatedly prolonged its mandate and
sat for twenty years, electing during
this period five successive presidents
of the republic. These presidents and
the national army did not always par-
ticipate actively in the civil war; at
times they were *above’ the conflict,
like an arbiter trying to bring the war-
ring factions together. There was no
conscription in the country, and Ar-
menian youth were not under obliga-
tion to report for compulsory military
service. The national flag and anthem
were still revered by most warring
factions. Therefore, Armenians could
still claim allegiance to the country’s
symbols and elected leaders, but also
assert neutrality asregardsthe ongoing
conflict among the numerous L ebanese
and nonL ebanese warring factions.

Secondly, besides the Armenian
community, there were other Leba-
nese factions, who also refused to take
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up arms, but remained involved in the
parallel processof political bargaining.
Armenians could thus point to the
existence of these factions and argue
that somenon-Armenian L ebaneseal so
shared their standpoint vis-a-vis the
ongoing conflict.

Many Armeniansin Lebanon re-
main convinced that their policy of
‘positive neutrality’ was also favored
by key international players like the
United States, the Soviet Unionandthe
Vatican.

Armeniansin those countriesare
believed to have been instrumental in
explaining the Armenian position in
L ebanon to their respective host gov-
ernments. No such argument is made,
however, in the published testimonies
of Lebanese-Armenian political lead-
ers from that period. Some four de-
cades after the outbreak of the con-
flict, it issurprising that no researcher
has yet delved into the declassified
filesof any of these governments so as
to seeif thiswidely-held belief among
Armenians in Lebanon can also be
supported by archival data. If this
belief is indeed true, then it will be
interesting to discover whether the
attitudesof thesegovernmentsdid play
any role in restraining one or more of
the warring factions from forcing the
Armenians to take sides. It can be
safely claimed, however, that the So-
viet Armenian government, and by
extension the Kremlin, were broadly
supportive of thejoint Armenian stand
in Lebanon.(20) This Soviet attitude
wasastark departurefrom 1958, when
Moscow and Yerevan had openly
backed the proopposition Hunchakian-
Ramkavar-Communist coalition against
thepro-government Dashnaks. Finally,
the fact that Turkey was not directly
involvedintheL ebaneseCivil War also
facilitated the implementation of the
Armenian policy of ‘positive neutral -
ity.” Throughout the war years, An-
kara continued to maintain a hostile
attitudetowardthe ArmenianDiasporan
organizations and their political de-
mands from Turkey. Had the Turkish
government actively backed any of the
warring sides in Lebanon, this would
have made it extremely difficult for
Armenians to justify their neutral
stand.(21)

Despite all these favorable fac-
tors, maintaining ‘ positive neutrality’
still proved both difficult and costly. It
only minimized Armenian casualties,
but could not avert them altogether.(22)
Many Armenians lost their businesses
because of the prolonged fighting and
widespread looting. Around half the
Armenian population left the country
for good,(23) including many Dashnak
partymembers, the latter despite the
party leadership’ s fierce opposition to
emigration.(24) Onthepolitical front,
it proved challenging for Armenian
leaders not to take part in the war and
yet demand at the same time some say
inthenegotiationsfor apeaceful settle-
ment to the conflict.(25) During cer-
tain crucial moments in the war, Ar-
menian leaders felt that they were be-
ing ignored by the more powerful ac-
tors, who were both engaged in the
political process and had more effec-
tivemilitary forces on the ground.(26)

Moreover, Armenians had to outline
their political positions with extreme
care so as not to provoke any of the
powerful warring sides.(27)

A certain capability for self-de-
fense proved beneficial in the Arme-
nian-inhabited quarter of Bourj
Hammoud, north of Beirut, which
found itself in the cross-fire between
Palestinianand Christianmilitiamenin
1975-1976.(28) The first years of the
civil war witnessed serious tensions
between the Armenian parties and
Maronite militiamen. The latter were
angry that Armenians were not assist-
ing them in defending and preserving
the L ebanese status-quo, which privi-
leged the Christians, against the Mus-
lim/pan-Arabist/leftist challenge.(29)
Armenians, in turn, were worried that
some Maronites were seriously con-
sidering a possible partition of the
country.(30) These frictions even es-
calated at timestolimited armed clashes
between Armenian and Maronite gun-
men in 1978 and 1979.(31)

Bourj Hammoud again appeared
inaprecariouspositioninarguably the
last stages of the civil war, during
interim PrimeMinister General Michel
‘Awn’s ‘War of Liberation’ against
the Syrian army’s presence in Leba-
non in 1988-1990 and his concurrent
‘War of Elimination’ against the L eba-
nese Forces, the main Christian mili-
tia.(32) Fortunately, tensions between
‘Awn and the Armenian parties, espe-
cially the Dashnaks, did not degenerate
into armed clashes on this occasion.

However, effective self-defense
by Armenians throughout the war
years was only possible in Bourj
Hammoud, the political ‘fiefdom’ of
the Dashnaks.(33) The Hunchakians
failed to maintain control of their tra-
ditional stronghold, the neighboring
quartersof Hadjinand Khalil Badawi in
East Beirut; thesewereeventually taken
over by Christianmilitiamen. Inlargely
Musliminhabited West Beirut, the
Dashnaksinitially had some problems
with Palestinian armed factions.(34)
They failedintheir attempt to establish
—similar to Bourj Hammoud —abuffer
zone encompassing a few Armenian-
inhabited quartersin West Beirut, and
just managed to post some Armenian
armed youthin afew community insti-
tutions to protect the latter from pos-
sible squatters or looters.(35) The
worst incident affecting Armeniansin
West Beirut occurred in 1986. A few
Armenians were killed, wounded or
kidnapped as a ‘punishment’ for an
Armenian parliamentary deputy join-
ing representatives of militant Chris-
tian factions to present a peace initia-
tive, which a number of Muslim fac-
tions rejected immediately.(36) An
estimated 30 to 40 thousand Arme-
nians lived in West Beirut in 1975.
They wereusually better-off than their
ethnic kin in the *popular’ quarters of
East Beirut and Bourj Hammoud, and
they were among the first to emigrate
from Lebanon. Other Armenians also
gradually moved from West to Chris-
tian inhabited East Beirut, citing that
the degree of lawlessness there was
much less. By the end of the war, only
a handful of Armenians were left in
West Beirut, and most Armenianinsti-
tutions there had been closed or sold.
The Dashnaks also organized self-de-
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fenseinthe Armenianinhabited village
of AnjarintheBiga' Valley.(37) How-
ever, there was no such initiative for
the smaller Armenian communitiesin
the cities of Tripoli and Zahlé.

Today, a quarter of a century
after theformal end of thecivil war, an
Armenian community, estimated by
various observersat anything between
50 and 80 thousand, persistsin Leba-
non. It is undoubtedly more modest
in its transnational stature among
Armenians outside the by now post-
Soviet, independent homeland thaniit
was some forty years ago. Lebanon
is still considered, however, one of
the more vibrant centers of the Ar-
menian Diaspora.

Nevertheless, the years since the
end of the civil war have been politi-
cally turbulent for L ebanon, often punc-
tuated withrelatively short, but painful
episodes of political violence. There-
fore, the future prospects of the Ar-
menian community in Lebanonremain
precarious. This feeling of insecurity
among Armeniansin Lebanon hasin-
creased in the past decade because of
the extreme polarization in Lebanese
politics since the assassination of
PrimeMinister Rafigal-Hariri andthe
withdrawal of the Syrian army in
2005, followed by the repercussions
on Lebanon of the ongoing Syrian
Civil War since 2011. Not only have
themodern Armenian communitiesin
L ebanon and Syriaa common origin,
they have al so maintained throughout
the past century very intimate cultural
and family relationships. The Arme-
nian community in Lebanon outlived
its host country’scivil war, but many
Armeniansin Lebanon today wonder
if their ethnic kin in Syria will simi-
larly survive the ongoing conflict
there. They fear that if the Armenian
community in Syriaiseventually dev-
astated because of the enduring mass
violence, the Armenians in Lebanon
may thereafter be unable to hold out
on their own for long.

ARMENIANSAND

THE SYRIAN CIVIL WAR

(2011 TOTHE PRESENT)
Syria is a much bigger country
than Lebanon. Her population at the
start of the conflict was estimated at
23million. Her geographical locationis
also more critical than Lebanon’s.
Therefore, international actors have
higher stakes in the outcome of the
current conflict. Consequently, the

amount of casualties, destruction, the
internally displaced people and refu-
gees is also much higher.(38)
LikeLebanon'’s, the nature of the
Syrian Civil War has also metamor-
phosed since its outbreak. The initial
disturbancesinMarch 2011 weresimi-
lar to the earlier uprisings in Tunisia,
Egypt and Libya. Demands were con-
fined to the democratization of the
political system, release of political
prisoners, abolition of emergency laws,
and an end to corruption. The Syrian
government’s response was harsher
than those of Tunisiaand Egypt. From
the beginning, it has claimed time and
again that conspirators and foreign
powers are seeking to bring it down.
Its security forces resorted to dispro-
portionate firepower almost immedi-
ately, pushingtheoppositiontotakeup
arms, too. In July, defectors from the
official Syrian army set up the Free
Syrian Army (FSA), vowing to topple
theregime. A coalition of anti-govern-
ment political groups was formed in
Turkey in August, an early indicator of
direct foreign involvement in the con-
flict. In October, Ankara allowed the
FSA to operateits command and head-
guarters from Turkish territory and
launch attacks into northern Syria,
while using the Turkish side of the
border asasafe zone and supply route.
The Syrian rebels also receive enor-
mous assistance from the Arab Gulf
statesand smaller amountsfrom West-
ern governments. Boosted by thisin-
ternational support, the rebels gained
control of large parts of northern and
eastern Syria, including border check-
points with Turkey and Irag. Some
twenty countries have recognized the
opposition coalition as the legitimate
representative of the Syrian people.
The latter was also granted Syria's
seatinthe Arab Leaguein March 2013.
Conversely, the Syrian government in
Damascus has received backing from
Iran, Russia and, to a lesser extent,
China. However, no effective unified
leadership of the opposition has
emerged to date, despite the fact that
variousfactions of the opposition con-
trol, at the time of writing in March
2015, around half of Syria s territory
and population. Inadditiontothenorth-
ern and eastern regions mentioned
above, the southern parts of Syria,
those bordering Jordan and the | sraeli-
occupied Golan Heights, arealsointhe
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hands of opposition factions.

So called jihadist factions, par-
ticularly the al-Nusrah Front and the
Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (1SI1S),
gradually came to play an important
role in the Syrian Civil War as well,
marginalizing the FSA in the process.
The growth of the jihadist factor re-
mains controversial. Many analysts
contend that regional powers opposed
to the Syrian government facilitated
their entry to Syria after having de-
duced that the FSA would not be able
to defeat the regime on its own. Ob-
servers sympathetic to the opposition
counter-argue, however, that the Syr-
ian government itself intentionally re-
leased imprisoned | slamist radicalsand
armed them during the early stages of
the conflict so asto make itself appear
as the least bad choice before the
international community. Theregime
has indeed tried to exploit the grow-
ing weight of jihadistsin the opposi-
tion so as to portray itself as the
guardian of religious diversity and
tolerance in the country. In any case,
thesejihadist groupingsarenow fight-
ing not only against the government,
but also against the FSA, the Kurdish
militiasand even against one another,
further aggravating an already com-
plicated situation.

By now, the Syrian conflict is
being described as overtly sectarian in
nature. Although successive post-in-
dependence Syrian governments had
gradually dismantled the confessional
representation system inherited from
the mandate period, the ongoing war
hasshown clearly that confessionalism
still reignsin the hearts of many Syr-
ians. The Ba'th Party has been ruling
Syria since 1963. Its detractors had
long contended that, since the internal
party coup in 1966, members of the
‘Alawi minority and, more recently,
theal-Asad family had concentrated all
real leversof power intheir own hands.
Opponents and critics had accused the
government of treating the majority
Arab Sunni population and ethnic mi-
noritieslikeKurdsand Turkmens (who
are also overwhelmingly Sunni) with
suspicion and disdain. Today, Sunnis,
both Arab and non Arab, together con-
stitute three-quarters of Syria's total
population. They are also believed to
be providing the overwhel ming major-
ity of the FSA fighters. The jihadists
from Syriaare also exclusively Sunni,
but they are fighting alongside other
Sunni volunteers from other Muslim
states or from Muslim minority com-
munities residing in Western coun-
tries. A number of Turkmen political
factions are al so part of the opposition
coalition. Kurdish groups, however,
appear to be divided among pro- and
anti-government factions, whileathird
group seems to steer a middle course,
with all but the declared intention of
carving up a self-governing Kurdish
territory in northeastern Syria. In the
pro-government camp, ‘Alawis are
the backbone of the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Asad, whilethe minor-
ity Christians and the Druze also ap-
pear to be more accepting of the
existing system. Moreover, the gov-
ernment still commands the loyalty of
aconsiderable portion of the country’s

Arab Sunni mgjority.

This article will now study the
Armenian dilemmain the midst of this
turmoil. During this analysis, the situ-
ation in Lebanon someforty years ago
will always remain the point of refer-
ence or comparison. To start with,
during the three decades bridging
L ebanon’ sindependence with the out-
break of the civil war, the Armenian
community had steadily grown in the
country. On the other hand, 65 years
had elapsed from Syria’ sindependence
when that country, too, plunged into a
bloody civil war. During those six-
and-a-half decades, the Armenian com-
munity in Syria had noticeably de-
clined, both in numbers and more
sharply in percentage terms. The en-
cyclopedia of the Armenian Diaspora,
published in 2003, put the number of
Armeniansin Syriabetween 65 and 70
thousand (39) — down from around
100,000 in 1938. The largest wave of
Armenian emigration from Syria oc-
curred in the 1960s.(40) Moreover,
Syria’'s total population increased al-
most tenfold during the same 65 years.
Thereby, by 2011, Armenians consti-
tuted only around 0.3 percent of the
total population — down from about 4
percent in the mid-1940s.

This gradually dwindling Arme-
nian community in Syriaalsolivedina
political and cultural environment very
different from Lebanon in 1975. After
gaining independence, Syria enjoyed
very brief periods of political plural-
ism, competitive elections and demo-
cratically elected governments. (41)
A series of military coups formally
ended consociationalism and led to an
extremely centralized system of gov-
ernment, which also restricted many
of the cultural freedoms Armenians
had enjoyed. With the gradual
deconstruction of the confessional rep-
resentation system, Armenian repre-
sentationin Syria slegislaturedeclined
from 1973 onward to just a token
single deputy among a total member-
ship of 250. Compare this to the four
deputies Armenians had in the 70-
member Syrian chambers of 1928 and
1932.(42) Successive post-indepen-
dence Syrian governments tolerated
the unofficial existence of Armenian
political parties, which controlled
community lifethrough their affiliate
charity, sporting and cultural organi-
zations and through their domination
of the lay bodies of the Armenian
Church. However, government su-
pervision was much stricter in Syria,
compared to L ebanon.

Most such restrictions had been
imposed before Hafiz al-Asad took
power in 1970. The uninterrupted rule
of the al-Asad family ever since is
therefore seen in perspective as a pe-
riod which witnessed a partial recov-
ery of the conditions of Armeniansin
Syria.(43) Some observers talk of an
unwritten deal, which emerged during
this epoch between the regime and the
Armenian community. Otherscounter-
argue, however, that this so-called
‘deal’ with Armenians was not differ-
ent from the way other Christian com-
munities were treated. I n any case, the
governmentsof Hafizand, later, Bashar
al-Asad imposed no additional drastic
restrictions on Armenian schools and
cultural activities, and some of the

laws already in place were now inter-
preted less stringently than before.
Nevertheless, Armeniansnever became
full devotees of the al-Asad regime,
and very few of them actually joined
the ruling Ba'th Party.(44) They just
came to conclude that this regime was
generally good for the non-Sunni mi-
norities, and they felt secure as they
came to grasp the nuances of the
regime’'s modus operandi. However,
the absence of democratic politics and
competitiveelectionsdeprivedthe Ar-
menian parties of the possibility of
establishing links with other political
factionsin the country, an asset which
had been very useful to Armeniansin
Lebanonin1975. Theonly rea ‘ politi-
cal skills' which Armenian leaders
could accumulate when running the
affairs of their community were the
personal linksthey had established over
the years with various influential Syr-
ian government officials and officers
in the all-powerful security agencies,
the mukhabarat.

Like Armenians in Lebanon in
1975, the Armenian inhabitants of
Syriawerealso generally content with
the conditions of their community in
2011. They also feared that any dras-
tic changein the political system may
erode the cultural rightsthey enjoyed.
Therefore, they also proclaimed their
commitment to Syria’ snational unity,
sovereignty and territorial integrity.
Many educated Armeniansfrom Syria
now privately admit that the country
did need social, economic and ad-
ministrativereforms, especially are-
ductionin levels of corruption. They
also express regret that the initial
protests did not lead into some sort
of dialogue between the government
and the unarmed opposition, based
on an agenda to introduce peaceful
and gradual changesinthe country’s
constitution and political system.

However, once the conflict be-
came militarized, the Armenians felt
obliged to adopt a clear position so as
to weather the political storm with
minimum losses. It is now commonly
admitted, again in private, that repli-
cating the policy of ‘positive neutral-
ity’ pursued in Lebanon was not pos-
sible in Syria. While the central gov-
ernment and the state institutionswere
at times ‘above’ the ongoing fighting
in Lebanon, their counterpartsin Syria
constitute one of thetwo main warring
camps since 2011. The government of
Bashar al-Asad is seeking to maintain
total power with as few concessions
as possible. The Syrian opposition is
diverse, disorganized and full of inter-
nal rivalries. One conviction which
still unitesthe oppositionistheir equat-
ing the existing state structures with
the al-Asad family. Therefore, their
only common objectiveisthetoppling
of the president and his entourage,
even when they cannot agree on the
new Syrian statestructurewhichwould
follow. Indeed, almost from the start
of the conflict in 2011, the Syrian
government and the opposition began
hoisting two different national
flags.(45) Armenians, therefore, can-
not emulatetheir ethnickininwartime
L ebanon and underlinetheir neutrality
by *hiding’ behind the national flag. In
order to appear as convincingly neu-
tral, they should minimize the use of
both flags as much as possible! (46)

Despite their desire to appear to
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be devout Syrian nationalists, ‘ above’
the ongoing conflict, Armenians have
in effect remained trapped in the pro-
government camp. The reasons are
manifold:

1. Armenians continueto seethe
al-Asad regime as some sort of guar-
antee for their limited, but time-tested
cultural rights, which havehel ped them
topreservetheir language and separate
ethnic identity. Theincreasing promi-
nence of the jihadist wing in the oppo-
sition has hardened this conviction.

2. A whole generation of Arme-
nians has been raised under the watch-
ful eye of the mukhabarat, and these
youth and middle-aged people remain
wary of taking risks and testing the
new limits of freedom.

3. The al-Asad regime continues
to deny its populace, including Arme-
nians, the opportunity to engage in
open political activity. It continues to
punish harshly all dissenters in areas
still under its control.

4. Armenians could not establish
working relations with any of the ma-
jor opposition factions, partly because
of their enforced political inexperi-
ence. However, it should also be ad-
mitted that the opposition, in turn, has
failed to present amoderate, inclusive
image to the non-Sunni minorities. In-
deed, amost all Armenians have fled
their homes if the latter have come
under the control of any of the oppo-
sition factions.(47) Let alone direct
contacts with the different opposition
groups, Armenians are reportedly ab-
sent even from all efforts in second-
track diplomacy, at atime when other
minorities, like the Kurds and other
Christians, are represented at such
meetings.

5. The al-Asad regime has suc-
cessfully instilledamongall minorities
the viewpoint that the opposition is
dominated by radical Sunni factions
and that any change of regime would
harm their interests. Indeed, a few
Armenians privately blame the pro-
government mediafor at timesdrama-
tizing Armenianlossesduringthefight-
ing and shelling in order to generate
an atmosphere of panic among the
latter and keep them under check.
Nevertheless, numerous Armenians,
including many who have already |eft
Syria and may not ever return, con-
tinueto defend the official linethat the
conflict is simply the consequence of
aforeign plot.

6. Turkey quickly became avery
important player in the Syrian Civil
War, backing the opposition and call-
ing for Bashar al-Asad's immediate
departure. Armenians feared that Tur-
key would use her support for the
opposition to push the latter to take
specific measures to further weaken
the Armenian position in Syria and
force their emigration from an area
close to the Turkish frontier and the
historic Armenian homeland, which
many Armeniansstill dream of return-
ing to one day.(48)

Therewasnoindependent Arme-
nia in 1975. In contrast, the Syrian
conflictiswaging at atime Armeniais
a sovereign state on the international
arena. The Armenian government has
also tried to stay neutral, but that
‘neutrality’ istilted towardtheal-Asad
regime. Armeniamaintainsdiplomatic
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relations with the latter, and its em-
bassy and consulate in Damascus and
Aleppo, respectively, are still open.
Armenia’s closerelations with Russia
are also known to the Syrian opposi-
tion and thus further strain the latter’ s
unfriendly attitude toward the Arme-
nian community in the country.

During the first weeks of pro-
tests, most Armenians remained ex-
tremely loyal to the regime. Many of
themwillingly participatedinofficially
sanctioned pro-Asad marches. Many
believed that theunrest would soondie
down. However, as the conflict inten-
sified, Armenian community organiza-
tionsand mediaoutletsadopted amore
cautious official line, refraining, as a
rule, from offering any commentary
on political developments. Even with
this extreme prudence, the Armenian
community has born heavy losses. An
estimated half or more of Syria's pre-
civil war Armenian population is by
now outside the country, and most of
these do not intend to return.

Hakob Gabrielian, killed in
Aleppo on 1 March 2015, was re-
portedtobethe Armeniancommunity’s
150thvictiminthisconflict.(49) Other
observers estimate that the total num-
ber of casualties is actually around
200, and this number does not include
those Armenian civilians who have
been abducted by one of the warring
factions or by simple gangsters and
whose whereabouts remain unknown.
Armenian conscripts continueto serve
in the official Syrian army, and some
have been killed on duty.(50) More-
over, a handful of Armenian soldiers

aredtill classified asmissingin action,
while a few others have managed to
desert. Some of the latter sought ref-
uge in Armenia— ironically with cer-
tain Turkish assistance. Male Arme-
nianyouth of military serviceagetry to
leave the country to avoid a possible
call up. The government asked Arme-
nians, as well as othersin areas under
its control, to volunteer asindividuals
inthe paramilitary organizationsit has
set up to fight alongside the official
army and other security agencies. Ar-
menian sources are predictably reluc-
tant to divulge numbers or even esti-
matesonthosewho haveactually joined
such groups. It is clear, however, that
there has been very little community
encouragement inthisregard and those
who have actually volunteered are not
many. Despite this determination to
maintain aslow aprofileaspossible, a
few Armenians from Syria, consulted
during the preparation of this article,
expressed their personal belief that
Armenians have become, for opposi-
tion circles, the most hated among
Syria svariousChristianethnoreligious
groups. They are taken to be ‘less
neutral’ thantheother Christians, prob-
ably for the reasons listed above, but
also because of the linguistic divide
which sharply differentiates the Ar-
menians from Syria’s other Christian
communities. Itisstill difficult, how-
ever, to ascertain whether the target-
ing and destruction of famous Arme-
nian landmarks, like the St. Gevorg
ChurchinAleppoin October 2012 and
the Armenian Church and Genocide
Memorial in Deir Zor in September
2014, were intentional — so as to spe-
cifically *punish’ the* pro-government’

Armenians—or just another byproduct
of an already vicious conflict.

Armenians, of course, liveinvari-
ous parts of Syria, and the different
fates of these respective communities
have been shaped by the specificities
of thecivil war initsparticular region.
The Armeniancommunity in Aleppois
thelargestin Syria, estimated at 50,000
prior to 2011. (51)

Armenians have deserted those
parts of Aleppo which have come un-
der opposition control or arevery close
to the line of contact. In the govern-
ment-controlled part of thecity, where
themajority of Armenianslived before
the war, they remain dependent on the
regime as before. Unlike in Lebanon
after 1975, there is no noticeable in-
creasein Armenian self-governmentin
Aleppo since 2011. The Syrian Arme-
nian Body for Emergency Relief and
Reconstruction, which has brought
together various Armenian religious,
political and social organizations, con-
finesitsactivitiesto the distribution of
aid. During the 2012 parliamentary
electionsorganized by theal-Asad gov-
ernment under war conditions, Arme-
nians even lost their seat in Aleppo. It
went to a member of an influential
Arab tribe. The appointment of Nazira
Sarkis as Minister of State for Envi-
ronment Affairs was perhaps some
sort of compensation. Sheis an eth-
nic Armenian from Y a' qubiyah, but
speaks very little Armenian. She is
only the second Armenian to hold a
ministerial portfolio in modern Syr-
ian history, (52) but her appointment
madelittleimpression on Armenians.

Damascus is still under govern-
ment control, and casualties in this
5,000-strong Armenian community
have been relatively less. However,
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people remain wary of the future, and
some families have also preferred to
emigrate, to Armenia, L ebanon or el se-
where. A number of small Armenian
communities have practically been
destroyed when their towns were cap-
tured by the opposition, especially
jihadist groups. Y a qubiyah, Qunaya,
GhenamiyaintheOrontesValley, Tall
al-Abyad and al-Raggah in northern
Syria, and Dar*ah in the south are in
this category. The capture of the vil-
lages around Kesap and the fleeing of
their around 2,000inhabitantsinMarch
2014 attracted considerable interna-
tional attention. Although government
troops recaptured Kesap in June, and
some Armenians have returned, it is
widely believed that Armenian life
would never regain its vibrancy there.
There appears to be no direct persecu-
tion of Armenians in Kurdish-con-
trolled areasin al-Jazirah, where about
16,000 lived in 2011, but there is no-
ticeable Armenianemigrationfromthis
areaaswell, primarily to Scandinavia.
At thetime of writing, the coastal city
of Latakia, an ‘Alawi stronghold,
seems to be the safest among all
locations where Armenians live.

Itisdifficulttoforesee, of course,
how long the Syrian Civil War will
endure and whether the Armenian com-
munity in Syriawill survive thistrag-
edy asaviable entity. At the moment,
most Armenians appear pessimistic.
Many argue that even if the armed
conflict comesto an end, thecountry’s
future will remain bleak for a long
time. And as Armenians continue to
flee Syriain large numbers, the long-
term prospects of their ethnic kin in
neighboring Lebanon will also be af-
fected negatively, aswas stated earlier
inthis article.
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American”s Fateful Journey to Armenia (London and New Y ork, 2005), pp.
104-107. A few observershave surmised that it islikely that there was even some
Turkish-Israeli cooperation in this regard. Moreover, when Apo Ashjian was
abducted in Bourj Hammoud and disappeared in 1982, the Dashnak Party directly
blamed the Turkish government for the abduction; see Avagian, Hayutian, pp.
291-296. Ashjian was reputedly one of the masterminds behind the Justice
Commandos of the Armenian Genocide, another clandestine anti-Turkish group,
but one believed to be closely linked to the Dashnaks.

22- Melgon Eplighatian, an Armenian parliamentary deputy, estimates that
around 300 Armenianswerekilled during thefirst twoyearsof thecivil war alone.
He asserts that the names of 269 Armenian victims were verified by the
community leadership. Moreover, he adds that 1886 Armenians were wounded
during the same period; see Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, 11, p. 5.

23- Primarily as a consequence of this emigration, the number of students
in Armenian community schools across L ebanon decreased sharply from 21,000
during the academic year 1974-1975 to only 11,939 in 1991-1992; see Hourig
Attarian, Armenian Schoolsand Education in Lebanon: Fostering a New Culture
of Learning, Teaching, and Practice (Lisbon, 2014), p. 13.

24- Andranik Urfalian, Kianki me hetkerov [With the Marks of aLife] (Los
Angeles, 19917), pp. 682-683; Avagian, Hayutian, p. 19.

25- Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, II, p. 48.

26- 1bid., p. 55.

27- Eblighatian asserts that there was a period during the war when the
Dashnak leadership instructed the editors of the party’ s newspaper not to use the
word “unity” in their columns, for opposing factions had contrasting interpreta-
tions of that term; see Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, 11, p. 44.

28- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 32-33, 134-150; Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen,
I, pp. 34, 41-44.

29- Hayk Naggashian, Berkahavak: Husher ev Patmuatskner (Erevan,
2001), pp. 129-131; Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 29-30, 38, 114, 151-155; Eplighatian,
Gaghtakayanen, I1, pp. 29-32, 37-40; Simonianand Danielian, Vahrich Cherechian,
pp. 215-219; Migliorino, (Re)constructing, p. 153. For a sharp criticism of the
Armenian position from a militant Maronite viewpoint, made on February 23,
1979, see Rani Geha (ed.), Words from Bashir: Understanding the Mind of
Lebanese Forces Founder Bashir Gemayel from His Speeches (2009), pp. 21-24.

30- Avagian, Hayutian, p. 115.

31- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 40, 117-129, 134-163, 302; Geukjian, ‘ Policy,’
p. 70; Yacoubian, ‘Politics,’ pp. 52-53.

32- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 25, 43-44, 164-167.

33- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 134-129; Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, |1, pp.
33-36.

34- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 30-31.

35- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 20, 76-80; Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, |1, pp.
36, 40-41.

36- Avagian, Hayutian, pp. 37, 302; Avsharian, ‘ The Ta’ ef Agreement,’ pp.
396-397; Yacoubian, ‘Politics,” p. 61.

37- Avagian, Hayutean, pp. 168-172; Eplighatian, Gaghtakayanen, II, p.
37.

38- For recent studies on the ongoing Syrian Civil War, see James Gelvin,
The Arab Uprisings: What Everyone Needsto Know (Oxford, 2012), pp. 93-118;
Roger Owen, The Rise and Fall of Arab Presidents for Life (Cambridge,
Massachusetts, 2012); Fouad Ajami, The Syrian Rebellion (Stanford, California,
2012); Emile Hokayem, Syria’s Uprising and the Fracturing of the Levant
(London, 2013); David W. Lesch, Syria: The Fall of the House of Assad, New
Updated Edition (Y ale, 2013).
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NOTES

Continued from page6

39- Hovhannes Ayvazyan (ed.), Hay Spyurk: Hanragitaran [The Armenian
Diaspora: Encyclopedia] (Erevan, 2003), p. 508.

40- In 1969, Eghishe Hakobian, the attaché to the Soviet Embassy in Beirut,
reported that over 30,000 Armenians had migrated from the various regions of
Syriainrecent yearsto L ebanon alone; see National Archivesof Armenia(NAA),
Erevan, fund 326, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Armenian Soviet Socialist
Republic, register 1, file 449, ff. 1-5. AidaBoudjikanian, ascholar, givesahigher
estimate of between 40 and 60 thousand for theyear 1975, underlining at the same
that, for many of these Armenian migrants from Syria, Lebanon was simply a
passing point on the road to permanent settlement in third countries; Aida
Boudjikanian, ‘L’ Espacelibanaisau regard desmigrationsarméniennes,” Hannon:
Revue libanaise de géographie, vol. 18 (1982-1984), p. 35. Armenians were
leaving Syria because of the Arabization and socialistic policies of successive
governments in general, as well as to escape political and cultural restrictions
specifically targeting the Armenian community after the Syrian security agencies
reportedly uncovered in 1961 a “ secret organization” within the Dashnak Party
ranks, arrested many party members, tried, and ultimately condemned sixteen
them of “for espionage in favor of a foreign power”; see Migliorino,
Re(constructing), p. 164.

41- For the history of Syria after independence, see Gordon Torrey, Syrian
Politics and the Military 1945-1958 (Columbus, 1964); Tabitha Petran, Syria: A
Modern History (London and Tonbridge, 1978); Patrick Seale, Asad of Syria: The
Struggle for the Middle East (Berkeley, 1988); Raymond Hinnebusch, Syria:
Revolution from Above (London, 2000); Nikolaos van Dam, The Struggle for
Power in Syria: Politics and Society under Asad and the Ba' th Party, 4th edition
(London, 2011).

42- For detailed information about Armenian representation in the Syrian
legislature, see Nura Arisian, Al-nuwab alarman fi al-majalis al-niyabiyah al-
suriyah (1928-2011) [ The Armenian Deputiesinthe Syrian Chamber of Deputies]
(Damascus, 2011).

43- Migliorino, (Re)constructing, p. 222.

44- Simon Payaslian, ‘ Diasporan Subalternities: The Armenian Community
inSyria,’ Diaspora: A Journal of Transnational Studies, vol. 16, nos. 1/2 (2007),
p. 117 estimates the total number of the Armenian members of the Ba'th Party
in 1996 at approximately 400.

45- The government continues to raise the flag first adopted between 1958
and 1961, when Syria and Egypt jointly formed the United Arab Republic. This
flag wasreadopted under Hafiz al-Asad in 1980, asasymbol of Syria scontinued
commitment to the ideal of Arab unity. The opposition, on the other hand, has
returned to the flag used by Syrians between 1930 and 1958, i.e. the mandate and
early independence period.

46- With the emergence of a jihadist pole in the opposition, an altogether
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different flag, the black flag, has also appeared on the Syrian soil. However, its
advent hasnot affected the Armeniansdirectly. Firstly, thejihadistsdo not believe
in the legal existence of a separate Syrian state. Secondly, they have made no
attemptsto attract theloyalty of non-Sunnisasequal partnersin acommon effort.
Finally, practically no Armenian communities have survived in areas overtaken
by the jihadists.

47- There are some unconfirmed reports that Armenians outside Syria did
make a few timid attempts to establish some sort of a contact with the FSA.
However, there appears to be no common ground at all to make a similar effort
with the jihadist groups.

48- The al-Asad government, in turn, has used the Armenian Genocide card
initsmediacampaign against Turkey. However, this has not left much impact on
the Armenians themselves, for they remember and often remind one another that
only afew yearsearlier, during the* honeymoon’ between Bashar al-Asad and the
then Turkish Prime Minister (now, President) Recep Tayyip Erdo"anintheearly
2000s, the same government had imposed restrictions on Armenians in Syria
during their annual commemoration of the genocide. Moreover, President al-
Asad had skipped visiting the Armenian Genocide Memorial in Erevanduring his
official visit to Armeniain June 2009; see Hakob Cholakian, Kesapi erek orere
(21-23 Mart 2014) [The Three Days of Kesap (21-23 March 2014)] (Erevan,
2014), p. 116.

49- NairaBulghadaryan, ‘ KiankeHalepum “ gnal ov aveli larvatsu antaneli e
darnum’ [Lifein Aleppo“IsGradually Becoming More Tense and Unbearable”],
Radio Liberty (Azatutyun), 2 March 2015; see http://www.azatutyun.am/con-
tent/article/26877518.html.

50- Thefirst such casualty wasthe army conscript Vigen Hayrapetean, who
was killed in Aleppo, when two suicide car bombs targeted the Syrian regional
military and security headquarterson 10 February 2012, claiming 28 victims; see
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New 2016 Hyundai
Elantra SE Sedan

WithMSRP of §19.270 Instock ¢

SO due at signing.
SO security deposit.
PLUS TAX

ALL IN STOCK S] 9 MO.

36 Month Lease On Aproved Credit

AllInstock at this MSRPClosed end lease for 2006 Elantra 4dr Sdn SE AT (Model # 45432F45) avallable from Nowember 3, 2015 through
January 10, 2016, to well-qualified lessees approwed by Hyundal Motor Finance. Hgher lease rates apply for lesseeswith lower cred t ratings.
MSRP $18.270 (Inchudes destination, excludes tax, lcense, title, reghstratian, documentation fees, optlors, Insurance and the lke). A chual net
capttalized cost $16,039.69. Cap cost reduction Includes $3,000 HMF Lease Cash and 4500 Valued Cwner Coupan (Customers must be the
reglstened owrier ar cumerthy living with an Immediate farnlly memberwhe ks the reglstered ceaner of a Hyundalvahicle). Met capitalzed cost
Ircluckes 4555 acquisition fee. Dealercontribution mayvanyand could affectactual lease payment. Total manthly payments §7812.00.0ption
to purchaseat lease end 310,405, Lesses b5 resporslble for third-party fess, Third-party feesvary by stateor localtty, Lessee b also resporsble
for Insurance, malntenance, repalrs, $.20 per mile over 12,000 miles/yer, atcess wear, anda $400 dspostion fee. Disposition fee of $400
applles In all states eccept In 0, 1N, 14, KS, ME, 0K, SC,W1LWY, & WY, when diposttion fee ks subject to state law Umitations.Prces plus
government fiees and tames, ary firance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronk: fillng change and any emisskors
testing charge. Mo holds or deposits. All vehicks sold on a frstcome, Tirst seve besls.

SO due at signing.
SO security deposit.
PLUS TAX

ALL IN STOCK 53] 6 MO.

36 Month Lease On Aproved Credit

Al instodk at this MSRP. Closed end kease for 20 Santa Fe Sport 260 WD (Model # 63402F45) avallable from November 3, 2015 thaugh
Jarwary 10, 2006, tovwell- cpaalified lessess approved by Hyundal Matar Finance Mot all lessees will qualify. Higher lease rates apply for kssees
with lower e tratings. MSRP $26,5001 Includes destination, excludes tax, beerse, tite, reghstration, documentation fees, optlans, Insurance
and the lke). Actual net capitalizedeost $23,476.20. Cap oost reduction Includes $3,000 HWF Lease Cash. Net capltallzed oost Indudes $505
anqulsition fee. Dealercorrtriburtion mayvary and could affect actual kease pagment, Total manthly payments $12,400.20. Optlan to purchase
at lease end $14,045, Lessea k resparcible for thind-party fees. Third-party fees vayy by state or locallty. Lesses Is ako responslbla for
Instirance, mialtenance, repalrs, §.20 per mile over 12,000 miles/ear, excess wear, and a $400 dspasition fee. Dispesition fee of 4400 applles
Iniall states excapt nCO, IN, 14, KS, ME, OK, SC, W1 WV, BWY, where dispasttion fee bs sublect to state law il tations.Prices plus govemment
fioes andd tawes, any finance changes, any dealer document processingcharge, any electronlc filing charge and ary emisslons testing change, Mo
Feldsor deposits. Al vehicles sold ona first come, first serve basts,

NOTICE OF SECURITY: All our vehicles are equipped with a temporary anti-theft device,
which is the property of the dealership and will be removed upon purchase.

THEHYUNDAIGUYS

411 S. Brand Blvd.,Glendale, CA 91204
(818) 723-0526 - www.hyundaiguys.com

All advertised prices exclude government fees and taxes, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronic filing charge,
any emisslon testing charge. Offers good through V1016, Written dealer limited warranty available for review. See dealer for complete details.

SO Down

Sign & Drive Event

See Max our Armenian speaker
or call his cell (818) 723-0526

New 2016 Hyundai

Sonata SE Sedanr
With MSRP of $22,905 In stock w

—
SO security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK S 2 2 2 MO.

36 Month Lease On Aproved Credit

Allinstock at thisMSRP. Closed end leasa for 2016 Sonata 4drSdn SE( Model # 28402F45) avallable from Movember 3, 2015 through Jaruary
10, 200, towellquallfied lessees approved by Hyundal Mator Finance. Mot all lessses will qualify. Higher lease rates apply for lesseeswith
krwercrecdit ratings. MSRP 422,905 (Includes destinatlon, exdudes ta, lense, title, registration, decumentation fes, optiars, Insurance and
the lke). Actual net capitalized cost $18,856.03, Cap cost reduction Includes $3,000 HMF Lease Cash, $750 Bvent Cash, and 4500 Valued
Chwrier Coupen (Customers miust be the reglstened owner o cumently Uving with an immediate family merberwho ls the regstered cwner of
a Hyunvdal wehiclz). Net captalized cost Includes 595 acquisttion fee. Dealer contribution mayvary and could affect actual lease payment.
Total manthly payments $8733.96. Optlon to purchase ait lease end 10,405, Lessee Is respareible for third-party fees. Third-party feeswary
by st or localty. Lessee & also resporelbhe for Insurance, malrbenance, repalrs, $.20 per rile over 12,000 millesyear, eocess wear, and a
$400 dispositian fee. Dispasttion fiee of $400 applks In all states accept In €0, IN, A, KS, ME, 0K, SC, WLWY, &WY, whers dkposition fee s
subject fo state law [mitatlns.Prices plus goverrment fees and taees, any Tinance charges, any dealer docurnent processing charge, any
electrorlc fillg charge and any emtsslons teesting change. Mo halds or depesits. All vehicles sald ana first come, first sanve basks,

New 2015 Hyundai
Genesis 3.8L
Sedan

With MSRP of $39.205
Instock

SO dueat signing.

SO dueatsigning.
SO security deposit.

ALL IN STOCK
36 Month Lease On Aproved Credit

Allinstockat this MSRP.Closedend lease for 2015 Hyundal Genests Sedan (Model# B14 02R65) avallable froe Novembsr 3, 2015 through anuary
10, 2016, to wilkqualfied lessees approved by Hyundal Matar Finance. Mot all lesseeswill qualty. Higher lease rates apply fr ksseaswih lower
eredlt ratings, MSRP 26,500 {Inchdes destination, eacludes ta, licerse, thle, rglstration, documentation fies, optiors, Insurance and the k).
Artual net capttakzed cost $33,105.94 Cap cost reductian includes $3750 HMF Lease Cash, $1000 Flex Certificates, $1500 Campetithve Coupan
(Recetve an additional $1500 off a new 2015 Hyundal Genesls leasa ffyou are the cument reglstered ownerof a qualifying concuest vehlcle Qualk
fying conquestvehicles: 2004 - 2005 model year A cua, Audl, BW, Cadillac, Lincolr, Lecus, Infinttl, Meredes Benz, Chrysler 300, Jaguar, Avalon,
Bulck La Crosse and Vv, Met capttaltzed cost Indudes $595acquisttion fie. Dealier contbutlon iy vary and could affict actual lease payment.
Tokal monthly pagments §13,161.24, Optlon to purchase at leaseend 42156275, Lessee s respanslble for thind-party fises. Third-party fees vany by
state or localty. Lesses Is ako esporsblk for Insurance, mamtenance, rpalrs, $.20 per i over 12,000 miles/year, ecesswear, and a $400
disposttion fee. Dispsttion fie of $400 applies In all states excapt In €0, IN, 1, K5, ME, DK, SC, WL WV, & WY, where dspostion fes Is subect to
stata law lmitatlons.Prices plis government fiees and tines, any finance charges, any dealer document processing charge, any electronk filing
chargeand any erntsskans testing change. No holds or deposits, &1 vehicles sold ona first corne, first serve basls.
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For a donation of $100 or more,

you will receive this unique LUSULEraNt@PHL Uty ururndg
ILnpbwly MES 9NkLb Phdwnpfs SMPANM UURUUGUL

and limited edition ornament*
and proudly display iton
your family's Christmas Tree".

*While Supplies Last %,
. —-—
1 R

#HelpSARF #HelpSARF #HelpSARF

MAKE YOUR DONATION BY VISITING
www.SARFtelethon.org
Snilinuwp 9 - 10 - 16 - 17, 2016

W ARLU. dwst b Bwiwn Uwinlybwh Yenpnh
fm‘mr ] 2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena. CA 91104

Snibnuwp 24 - 30 - 31, 2016
FLLU. Vwlnmybwi-Stdhptbwh Jdwpdwpuwb
6844 Oakdale Avenue, Canoga Park, CA 91306

Cwpwp opbipp dwdp 8.00:hG ¢ Shpwlh optipp dwip 6:00-hG

Sndubpp wpbh b wwjuwhng &)
1.P.LUF QGPUUGLGULE (626) 794-7942
MGre GPUSNFL (B818) 244-3830

UMPRL GPUSNEL (818) 243-4112
Ununph Lnitp $25 ITSMYSEAT.COM/FUNNYMONEY
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General Dentistry

MEHER BABIAN, D.D.S.

Suite 206

Tel:
Tel:

1111 S. Glendale Avenue

Glendale, CA 91205

(818) 547-0884
(818) 547-0476

MAY 14-21, 2016

Wy ik .“—.;.-r e
S
et . v

"ARMENIAN FESTIVAL AT SEA.

utSrmuuuuuuarnrEbFL UL ARMENIAN ENTERTAINMENT . MUCH MORE

Oupni Gulniwmékp 41-EG

8. Chpughtis 0. Updnibuwifi
hd upipbip Mhwyo puwinuumnbyéd
menlputim] Swbiby, npabu nuhl &Guplh-hlmdndp Skp puponfc Ul
lypag grgund fp vopuubid... puogyg wge neplficy Lp gkt opmgngghg GL9
Shpumn, hups b g b8 fufigulp 2E9 wpdcwhwl Uwupuibppb.......
pughf... quun ki piigpacd fdwines [P Upfienp qupufuldbpFh npgf
Upugh fuidnep@f whu, wyy Spugquibsf sun ph qownfs wgu iy fuinep @ fris
l[nl_lll_upl[bﬂ 4Luu1[lll LfE, nn l[l.uln}l.uu [uy lll1u1[l lf[u_u qtuil Wleees 5[121} |73
&nlll.uiuue{ l]'mu[luﬁ Z"L[12E’ bL I1Ll1 t, ul.uél.u!il, Llllll.llll”Ll]ll J"l”ﬂL”Lly nL

BOOK NOW
o WILLETT TRAVEL

CST#2118750-50

800.994.5538
ULUNAULULP LUFIGLUSAERHL b ULUURU

aGr StAGre USUOr huy UMUINYGSER: 3GNUAUSULESER Urdh-hL

Saiing date is May 14, 2016, 7 nights, ruundlnp from Seatile

phu funwnnedn = b Swdpngpubpu indugba popnp phg wldbl op ne fphlinct
(ghobp $68 wunid) Swhgpyng Swibppt, bppupbbppu, Swgncdpibppie
ernypbipfu, ngf gpnowdnnp Suyne fdhwlip,.....

B Swtitibu & fipug

Jqur2nk UPUX

dUUUShLU3h UER (200 SNahh SUUUN)

cunriurn/rNFEbEL
Wp. Ggrwpy Uwiwubuds Lig Op. Quppik OF pupbb
Udnufnugbuyp 26 Mhlpnkdpbp 2015 Guimnfii
Yupo ki Ulify Nk pupbutspl

UUEL SGUUY unh@ueMrnk SUUUN
1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104
vuuruvuuunkehruueM
CENUQU3LGL (626) 797-7680

Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269- 0909

Bedros S. Maronian
818/500-9585

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

300 N Lake Ave. Suite 500
Pasadena, CA91101

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

» Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

» Group & Individual
»Long Term Care

= Disability

: (H
. Anthem m ¥Aetna weainner

Blue Cross Blue Shleld

« Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
« College Planning

!

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES ~\\\"

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnanc:
UuwjwhnjuwqgnpniephLGp U.ﬁhnwdhnm = B

o9,
i3
IGNA  KAISER PERMANENTE.

ABetter Decision

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top
of your priority list.

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Prescriptions Dru
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