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SUPER BOWL

Big Screen TVs = Food and Refreshments
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1060 N. Allen Ave. Pasadena
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Vartan [818) 2384-298y or Vahe [626) 354-5924
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GAIDZ Youth Organization — PRESENTS - GAITDZ Movie Night
ARMENIAN Film Festival; Every 177 & 3*® Thursday of the Manth
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Thursday, Febroary 4, 2016 at 730 pm

trance Fee: DONATION, Included Dinner

Armenian Comedy Movie;

AEBL Garo Soghanalian Hall
1064 ™, Allan Avenue, Paspdena, CA
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PACE Rejects One Pro-Azeri Resolution,

STRASBOURG (RFE/RL)-- The
Council of Europe’ sParliamentary As-
sembly (PACE) on Tuesday voted down
a draft resolution demanding the un-
conditional restoration of Azerbaijan’s
“full sovereignty” over Nagorno-
Karabakhand Armenian-controlled dis-
tricts surrounding it.

Still, the Strasbourg-based as-
sembly went on to adopt another con-
troversial text that deplores*“the occu-
pation by Armenia of Nagorno-
Karabakh and other adjacent areas of
Azerbaijan.”

The two resolutions were ap-
proved by the PACE's standing com-

Approves Another

mitteeson political and social affairsin
November. They were welcomed by
Azerbaijan but strongly condemned by
Armenia and Karabakh's Armenian-
backed |eadership.

The pro-Azerbaijani documents
also prompted serious concern from
the U.S., Russian and French media-
tors trying to broker a comprise solu-
tion to the Karabakh conflict. In a
statement released late last week, the
three co-chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group again warned the PACE against
“undermining” their peace efforts.

Continued on page4

Armenia Continuing Military Buildup

YEREVAN -- Armenia is con-
tinuingto acquire“long-rangeand pre-
cision-guided” weapons for its armed
forces thanks to its close military ties
with Russia, Defense Minister Seyran
Ohanian said on Tuesday.

“Within the framework of arel-
evant [Russian-Armenian] agreement
signed in 2013, we are ensuring their
development through the acquisition
of modern and compatible weaponry,
military hardware and long-range and
precision-guided systems,” he told a
news conference. “All that is going
according to plan.”

Ohanian gave no details of those
acquisitions that were apparently dis-
cussed last week in Y erevan at ameet-
ing of a Russian-Armenian intergov-
ernmental commission on bilateral
“military-technical cooperation.”

The four-day meeting was co-
chaired by Konstantin Biryulin, the
deputy head of a Russian government
agency overseeing arms deals with
foreign states, and Armenian Deputy
DefenseMinister Alik Mirzabekian.

The Armenian Defense Ministry
said that the meeting discussed, among
other things, Russian arms supplies.
But it reported no concrete agreements
to that effect.

In June 2015, the Russian gov-
ernment provided Y erevan with a$200
million loan that will be spent on the
purchase of more Russian-madeweap-
ons for the Armenian army. Shortly

afterwards, aRussian official revealed
that the two sides are negotiating on
the delivery of advanced Russian
Iskander-M missiles to the Armenian
army.
With afiring range of up to 500
kilometers, the Iskander-M systems
would havesignificantimplicationsfor
the military balance in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. They would make
Azerbaijan’s vital oil and gas infra-
structure even more vulnerable to Ar-
menian missilestrikesinthe event of a
renewed war for Karabakh.

Russia has not exported such
missiles to any foreign state so far.
Ohanian and other Armenian military
officials have been reluctant comment
on the possible Iskander-M deal.

Ohanian on Tuesday did not deny
media claims that the Russian-Arme-
nian commission also discussed the
possibility of supplying Armeniawith
advanced Russian Su-30 fighter jets.
But he declined to elaborate.

Armenia smodest Air Forcecur-
rently consists of more than a dozen
older and less sophisticated Su-25 jets
that are designed for air-to-ground
missions.

Ohanianreportedly thanked Russia
for its “huge’ military assistance to Ar-
meniawhenhemetwith Russian Defense
Minister Sergey Shoygu in Moscow late
|ast month. Thetwo mensigned an agree-
ment on the creation of a new Russian-
Armenian air defense system.

Lavrov: No New Document on Karabakh

Settlement

MOSCOW -- Russia has not ini-
tiated the adoption of any new docu-
ments on the principles of settlement
of the Nagorno Karabakh conflict,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov told a press conference in
M oscow.

He reminded that there are sev-
eral documents on the Karabakh
settlement. “There are five or six
documents the OSCE Minsk Group
Co-Chairshave prepared at different
stages of negotiations as a step to-
wards a peace deal that will be of
legally binding, not political charac-
ter,” Lavrov said.

“Different versions of this docu-
ment have been deposited with the
OSCE Secretary General and are kept
in the deposits of that organization.
Those are the only documents negoti-
ated by the parties after the diplomatic
contacts were resumed after a break
with aview of “seeking solutions,” the
Russian Foreign Minister said.

“Such solutions are currently
being searched for on the level of oral

considerations. There have been sev-
eral meetings with my Armenian and
Azerbaijani counterparts. Thereareno
documents other than the ones depos-
ited with the OSCE. The rest is a
search for solutions, a ‘brainstorm-
ing’,” Lavrov stated.

OSCE Co-Chairs Warn PACE against
Undermining Karabakh Negotiations

VIENNA (RFE/RL) -- Diplomats
from the United States, Russia and
France on Friday again warned the
Council of Europe’'s Parliamentary
Assembly (PACE) against undermin-
ingtheir effortstoresolvethe Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict with pro-Azerbaijani
resolutions that will be debated in
Strasbourg next week.

In a joint statement, James
Warlick, Igor Popov and Pierre Andrieu
stressed that that the OSCE Minsk Group
co-headed by them “remains the only
accepted format for negotiations.”

“We appreciate the interest paid
by PACE members, but urgethat steps
not be taken which could undermine
the Minsk Group’s mandate from the
Organization for Security and Co-op-
eration in Europe or complicate ongo-
ing negotiations,” they said.

The two draft resolutions on

Karabakh were approved by the
PACE's standing committees on po-
litical and social affairsin November.
One of them was drawn up by Robert
Walter, a pro-Azerbaijani British par-
liamentarian. 1t demands Karabakh’'s
unconditional returnto Azerbaijani rule
and saysthat the three mediating pow-
ers should “consider reviewing” their
peace efforts accordingly.

The other document drafted by
Bosnian lawmaker Milica Markovic
accuses Armenia of “deliberately de-
priving” Azerbaijani farmers of water
flowing from the Sarsang reservoir in
northern Karabakh. It too callsfor “the
immediate withdrawal of Armenian
armed forces from the region con-
cerned.”

Armeniaand Karabakh' sleader-

Continued onpag4
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Presidents of Armenian and Iran

Discuss Prospects of New Opportunities

of Cooperation

YEREVAN -- Armenianand Ira-
nian presidents, Serzh Sarkisian and
Hassan Rouhani, on Sunday discussed
in a telephone conversation the pros-
pects of cooperation between the two
neighboring countries after the lifting
of international sanctions against the
Islamic Republic.

“Thepresidentsexchanged views
on new opportunities for further de-
velopingbilateral tiesinthelight of the
implementation of recent agreements
on lIran’s nuclear program,”
Sarkisian’'s office said in a statement
on the phone call. “They also dis-
cussed the positive impact of these
developments, which will strengthen
regional security and stability.”

Sarkisiann and Rouhani also dis-
cussed issues pertinent to the Arme-
nian-lranian friendly relations and co-
operation, as well as a number of

pressing issuesof theinternational and
regional agenda.

President Rouhani reaffirmed his
government’s commitment to closer
cooperation with Armenia. He also
underscored his country’s readiness
to work actively towards the strength-
ening of the good-neighborly, close
partnership, expand and deepen coop-
eration with Armenia.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran
and Armenia should exploit all avail-
ablepossibilitiesfor reinvigoratebilat-
eral relations,” the Iranian Mehr news
agency quoted Rouhani as telling
Sarkisian. “In the post-sanction era,
the path to increased economic col-
laboration has become clear,” he said.

During the phone conversation,
the presidents agreed also on the time-
table of the forthcoming visits.

Gyumri Massacre Defendant Pleads Guilty

TheRussian soldier charged with
killing an Armenian family of sevenin
Gyumri pleaded guilty to all grave ac-
cusations levelled against him as his
main trial continued there on Friday.

Valery Permyakov will facealife
sentence if a court in Armenia’ s sec-
ond largest city convicts him of mur-
dering a local couple, their daughter,
son, daughter-in-law and two small
grandchildren in January 2015. The
20-year-old conscript also stands ac-
cused of armed robbery and an at-
tempt toillegally cross the Armenian-
Turkish border.

Permyakov did not testify about
the reasons why he deserted his unit
with an assault rifle, broke into the
Avetisian family’s modest house and
went on a killing spree there early in
the morning. He told Russian military

prosecutorslast year that he had grown
homesick and wanted to reunite with
his family living in a small town in
Siberia.

A Russianmilitary court sentenced
Permyakov to 10 years in prison for
desertion in August. That trial began
shortly after Russian authorities reluc-
tantly agreed to place the separate mur-
der case under Armenian jurisdiction.

Permyakov’'s Armenian trial is
taking place, ostensibly for security
considerations, at the Gyumri head-
guartersof the Russian military basein
Armenia. The defendant has been kept
there ever since his arrest.

Permyakov’s guilty plea was
followed by the cross-examination
of two relatives of the murdered
Avetisianfamily. It started from Rita
Petrosian, whose sister Hasmik was

January 30, 2016

Former President Levon Ter-Petrosian

Has Cancer Surgery in Glendale

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Former
President Levon Ter-Petrosian has
undergone surgery for intestinal can-
cer at a hospital in the United States,
his press secretary said on Monday.

In a written statement, Arman
Musinian said the operationtook place
inGlendaleMemorial Hospital in Cali-
fornia on January 15. He said Ter-
Petrosian was discharged from the
hospital on Sunday and is now “con-
tinuing hisrecovery at relatives home”
intheU.S.

Ter-Petrosian and his family,
Musinian went on, want to thank the
surgeons and other hospital staff for
their “ professional medical assistance,
special care and warm and humane
attitude.” The statement did not say
when the 71-year-old politician will
return to Armenia.

Levon Zurabian, thedeputy chair-
man of Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian Na-
tional Congress (HAK) party, said on
January 18 that the ex-president’s ill-
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ness is serious but “curable.”
Ter-Petrosian served asindepen-
dent Armenia’s first president from
1991 to 1998. He set up the HAK in
2008 after contesting a hotly disputed
presidential el ection asthe main oppo-
sition candidate. The HAK has since
been one of the country’s leading op-
position forces.

Ambassador Arman Kirakosyan Urges Turkey

to Listen to its Citizens

VIENNA (M ediamax) -- Head of
Armenia’ s mission to OSCE, Ambas-
sador Arman Kirakosyan has stated
that Armenia is consistently support-
ing freedom of press and security of
journalists and human rights defend-
ers.

The Ambassador said thisduring
January 21 meeting of OSCE Perma-
nent Council, in his statement on the
9th anniversary of Agos newspaper’s
chief editor Hrant Dink’s murder.

The Armenian Ambassador has
shared OSCE Representative on Free-
dom of the Media Dunja Mijatovic’'s
expectation according to which the
masterminds behind Hrant Dink’s as-
sassi nation would be held accountable
which would show the public the im-
portance of fighting for freedom of
expression and in defiance of violence
against journalists.

ArmanKirakosyan hasnoted that
intimidation of journalists, community
|eaders and human rights defendersin
Turkey and inability to respond to the
violence and intimidations createsim-

punity.

The Ambassador has positively
assessed the fact that a considerable
part of the Turkish society have taken
to streets to mark the 9th anniversary
of Hrant Dink’s murder calling for
punishing all the masterminds of the
murder.

The Armenianrepresentative has
also urged the Turkish authorities to
give an adequate response to the calls.

among the victims and who was the
first to enter the Avetisians' house
after the massacre.

Araksya’'s father, Andranik
Poghosian, was the next to take the
stand, urging the court to ensure afair
trial. His testimony was accompanied

by angry cries from other relatives
present in the makeshift courtroom.
Thetrial wasadjourned until Janu-
ary 29 after the surviving daughters of
the murdered couple, Anahit and
Lusine, told the court that they are too
distressed to give testimony now.

MEHER BABIAN, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

1111 5. Glendale Avenue
Suite 206
Glendale, CA 91205

Tel: (818) 547-0884
Tel: (818) 547-1476
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Legal Mission for the Recognition of
the Independence of Artsakh

ARMENIANBARASSOCIATIONEMBARKSONLEGAL MISSIONTO
GAINRECOGNITIONOFTHEINDEPENDENCEOF THEARTSAKH
REPUBLICUNDERINTERNATIONAL LAW

The Armenian Bar Association's
17 member Board of Governors has
passed a resolution stating that an of-
ficial policy of the organization is to
help secure international recognition
of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic
(Artsakh Republic) asan independent,
sovereign stateunder international law.

To emphasize the Armenian Bar
Association's commitment to secure
under international law the right of
self-determination of the citizens of
the Artsakh Republic, the Board passed
afurther resolution which for the first
time in its twenty-six year history,
amended its mission statement to read
asfollows:

"A fundamental organizational
purpose of the Armenian Bar Associa-
tionisacommitment totakeany and all
stepspermitted under international law
to secure the recognition of the inde-
pendence of the Artsakh Republic and
to protect the right to self-determina-
tion of the people of the Artsakh Re-
public as guaranteed under interna-
tional law."

Theresolutionswereinitially pro-
posed by Chairman Ex-officio Armen
K. Hovanissian, Vice-Chair Saro K.
Kerkonian, Co-Chairsof the Armenian
Rights Watch Committee Garo B.
Ghazarian and Karnig Kerkonian and
past Chairman and|ong-standing Board
of Governors member Edvin E.
Minassian.

On the occasion of the passage
of the historic resolution, Armenian
Bar Association chairman, Harry H.
Dikranian, of Montreal, Canada, stated
that "Every day, with the utmost cour-
age and determination, Armenian men
and women are putting their lives on

the line to defend their right, guaran-
teed under international law, to exer-
cise their self-determination. Today,
the members of the Armenian Bar As-
sociation vow to stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with their brothers and sis-
ters in Artsakh and offer their legal
expertise to assist them in their just
quest to seek international recognition
of the territorial integrity and sover-
eignty of the Artsakh Republic. We
encourage all Armenian organizations
world-wide to join in this effort."

TheArmenian Bar Associationis
the largest organization of Armenian
attorneys, judges, law professors and
other legal professional sinthediaspora.
Founded by Raffi Hovannisianin 1989,
for the past 26 years, through the
work of its various committees, the
Association has sought to promote the
development of the rule of law in
Armenia, defend the rights of Arme-
nians anywhere through its Armenian
RightsWatch Committeeand provided
freelegal assistanceto Armenian com-
munities through the work of the Pro
Bono Committee.

Film on Anti-Armenian Pogroms in
Azerbaijan Screens in Rhode Island

PROVIDENCE, RI --
On January 16, the screen-
ing of a documentary en-
titled “Century-old Geno-
cide. Black January of Baku”
was held in the capital city
of the U.S. State of Rhode
Island, Providence. The
event was organized jointly
by the Cultural Committee
of the St. Sahak and Mesrop
Armenian Church, Rhode
Island’s Memorial Commit-
tee, and the Armenian Refu-
gees Social and Economic
Development Association (ARSEDA).

Permanent Representative of the
Nagorno Karabakh Republictothe USA
Robert Avetisyan, Rhode Island MP
CatherineKazarian, representatives of
St. Sahak and Mesrop Armenian
Church, journalists, Armenian refu-
gees from Baku, and representatives
of thelocal Armenian community par-
ticipated in the event dedicated to the
anniversary of the Armenian pogroms
inAzerbaijan.

After the screening, Artsakh's
representative in the USA Robert
Avetisyan, Rhodelsland MP Catherine
Kazarian, ARSEDA Chairman Karen

Ukl nwp wmbnn
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Baghdasaryan, and religious leaders
delivered speeches. Member of the
film's creative team Haykaram
Nahapetian presented the detail s of the
documentary.

After his speech, NKR Perma-
nent Representative Robert Avetisyan
answered the questions related to the
Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict, thene-
gotiation process, and the problems of
refugees.

Black JanuaryBaku“A century-
long Genocide. Black January of Baku”
isdedicated to the 25th anniversary of
the Armenian pogroms in Baku. The
film is based on interviews with refu-

Prominent Intelligence Officer

Gohar Vartanian Celebrates
90th Birthday Anniversary

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Promi-
nentintelligence officer, veteran of Rus-
sian Foreign Intelligence Service Gohar
Vartanian, who made abig contribution
in acquisition of the needed information
for the country’s national interests and
safety, celebratesher 90th birthday jubi-
lee on January 25.

Gohar Vartanian was born on
January 25, 1926 in Leninakan
(Gyumri) city. In the early 1930s, her
family moved to Iran. At age 16, she
entered her future husband and com-
rade-in-arms Gevork Vartanian’ santi-
fascist group and lead an active intel-
ligence work with him.

In 1943 she participated in the
operation for assuring security during
the conference of the leaders of the
"Big Three" Stalin, Churchill and
Roosevelt. Hitler'sspecial serviceshad
planned to assassinate the leaders of
"Big Three" Stalin, Churchill and
Roosevelt during their meeting in
Tehran.

After careful planning and delib-
eration under the personal supervision
of Nazi Security Police Chief Ernst
Kaltenbrunner, Hitler sent his special
commando agent, Otto Skorzeny, along
with six other men to rendezvous at
Tehran and spearhead the operation.
The plan entailed the capture and/or
assassi nation of Josef Stalin, Winston
Churchill, and Franklin Roosevelt.

Gevork Vartanian had been as-
signed to recruit agents since 1940 in
Iran. In 1940-41 Vartanian’s team of
seven intelligence officers had identi-
fied more than 400 Nazi agents, all of
whom had been arrested by Soviet
troops. In the autumn of 1943, they
were assigned the task of ensuring the
security for the upcoming Tehran con-
ference. In their efforts to foil the
assassination plot devised by the Na-
zis, Vartanian’ sgroup located six Nazi
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radio operators shortly before the con-
ferenceopened on November 28, 1943.
The German assassins had been
dropped by parachute near the town of
Qom, 40 miles from Tehran.

Vartanianlater told thefollowing
details, “Wefollowed them to Tehran,
where the Nazi field station had read-
ied a villa for their stay. They were
travelling by camel, and were loaded
with weapons. While we were watch-
ing the group, we established that they
had contacted Berlin by radio, and
recorded their communication... When
we decrypted these radio messages,
we learned that the Germans were
preparing to land a second group of
subversives for a terrorist act — the
assassination or abduction of the 'Big
Three'. The second group was sup-
posed to be led by Skorzeny himself”.
All the members of the first group
were arrested and forced to contact
their handlers under Soviet supervi-
sion. The operation got off track and
the main group led by Skorzeny never
went to Tehran. This way the success
of Vartanian's group in locating the
Nazi advance party prevented the Nazi
attempt to assassinate the 'Big Three'.

In 2003, relying on declassified
documents, Y uri Lvovich Kuznetspub-
lished a book called Tehran-43 or Op-
eration Long Jump, which detailed
Vartanian’ srole at the Tehran Confer-
ence. A Soviet film, Tegeran-43, which
featured the French actor Alain Delon,
was released in 1981.

In 1951, Vartanian couple re-
turned to the USSR and in 1956 gradu-
ated from the Yerevan Institute of
Foreign Languages. Then Gohar and
Gevork Vartanians, under “Anita" and
"Henry" pseudonyms, worked in pri-
vate conditionsin many countries. The
spies returned to their homeland in
1986.

gees from Baku, recorded by a project
crew in the United States. Yet only a
small part of those witness accountsis
used in the documentary.

The leading conceptual idea of
the film is the tangible connection be-
tween those events in the early XX
century in Ottoman Empire with what
has been perpetrated against Arme-
nians in Azerbaijan and Nagorno-
Karabakh. The memoirs of those refu-
gees about their ancestors affected in
Western Armeniaaccount for the con-

tinuity of Turkish policiesat the hands
of Azerbaijan, aswell asfor the conti-
nuity of thegenocide of Armeniansfor
over a century. The stories told by
refugees unveil alot more previously
untold details of pogroms of Arme-
niansin Baku. Theseaccountsleaveno
doubts that violence and killings of
Armenians began in Baku right after
Sumgait, and January 1990 was just
the culmination of genocideand expul -
sion of 250,000-strong Armenian
population of Baku.
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San Diego' New Armenian Church

Wins Unanimous Approval from

California Coastal Commission

St. John Garabed
Armenian Church

of San Diego

SAN DIEGO, CA —In ahistoric
vote of 11-0, the California State
Coastal Commissionapproved St. John
Garabed Armenian Church’s applica-
tion to build a new church campus
near Del Mar, California. The vote
was taken on Thursday, January 14,
2016inthe San Diego County Board of
Supervisors Chambers. The new cam-
pus, which will be built in stages over
aperiod of several years, will include a
sanctuary, social hall, education center,
library, gymnasium, youth center, Ar-
menian heritagepark, picnicand medita-
tion space, and abundant parking.

For more than one year, the
church’s application has been under
review by Coastal Commission staff.
The church made numerous revisions
and adjustments to be in compliance
with coastal regulations. Infall 2015,
Coastal staff sent areport to the com-
missioners stating that the church had
met all necessary requirements with
the exception of two staff-recom-
mended conditions. Condition 1A pro-
posed that the height of the church be
lowered from 85 feet to 50 feet. Con-
dition 1B proposed that the location of

the church be moved to the back of the
property (onthesouth side) soitwould
belessvisible, essentially screening it
from view.

TheCoastal Commissionapproved
the application with an amending mo-
tion to delete Conditions 1A and 1B.

The new church property lies 1.8
milesfrom the ocean and encompasses
atotal of 13.4 acres. The project will
be developing 4.23 acres of land while
preserving 9.18 acres. The plan pre-
serves the sensitive habitat and pro-
motes the biological and scenic corri-
dors of its coastal location.

Since its inception, $1.2 million
hasbeen raisedin support of the project.

The history of this project dates
back to 2008 when the Trust Fund
Committee of St. John Garabed Arme-
nian Church purchased close to 14
acres of premium property near Del
Mar, California. On October 30, 2014,
the project received unanimous ap-
proval by the City Planning Commis-
sion. The new property is located at
13860 El Camino Real in the City of
San Diego between Del Mar Heights
Rd. and ViadelaValle.

PACE Rejects One Pro-Azeri Resolution

Continued frompagel

Following a heated debate in
Strasbourg, the PACE narrowly re-
jected the more important of the pro-
posed resolutions that was drafted by
Robert Walter, arecently retired British
lawmaker known for his strong sup-
port for the Azerbaijani government.

Walter’ stext called for apeaceful
settlement that would start with “the
withdrawal of Armenian armed forces
and other irregular armed forces from
Nagorno-Karabakh and the other occu-
pied territories of Azerbaijan” and “the
establishment of full sovereignty of
Azerbaijan in these territories.” It said
that the OSCE Minsk Group should
“consider reviewing its approach to the
resolution of the conflict” accordingly.

The three mediating powers have
been seeking a very different Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani peace accord. Their
Basic Principles of a Karabakh settle-
ment envisageaninternationally recog-
nized referendum in which Karabakh’'s
predominantly Armenian population
would apparently be able to reaffirm
theterritory’ s de facto secession from
Azerbaijan.

The other resolution, approved
by the PACE over strong Armenian

objections, accuses Armeniaof “ delib-
erately depriving” Azerbaijani farmers
of water flowing from the Sarsang
reservoir in northern Karabakh. It says
that this “environmental aggression”
necessitates “the immediate with-
drawal of Armenianarmedforcesfrom
the region concerned.”

Several Armenianand other mem-
bers of the PACE tried unsuccessfully
to havetheassembly removeor change
these wordings.

Milica Markovic, the Bosnian au-
thor of theresolution, did not visit Arme-
nia, Sarsang or other parts of Karabakh
before drafting it. “Unfortunately, | did
not have the opportunity to undertake a
visit to Armenia, owing to the lack of
cooperation of the Armenian delega-
tion,” she said during the debate.

In a statement issued later on
Tuesday, the Armenian delegation at
the PACE praised the Council of Eu-
rope body for blocking Walter’s reso-
lution but criticized it for approving
the other “one-sided” document.
Armenia's Deputy Foreign Minister
Shavarsh Kocharian likewise charged
that Markovic’s resolution “pours
water onthemill of Azerbaijani propa-
ganda aimed at undermining the
Nagorno-Karabakh peace process.”
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AMAA Spreads True Christmas Joy
in Armenia and Karabakh

PARAMUS, NJ -- Most people
remember how they waited for Christ-
mas and New Y ear’ s celebrations dur-
ing their childhood. These holidays
werefilledwithlaughter, joy and songs.
They anxiously waited for the arrival
of Santaand the Christmas gifts. They
slowly opened their Christmas gift
boxesto see what kind of surprise was
waiting for them.

Sometimespeopleindulgeintheir
everyday life and forget to offer chil-
drenthegift of true Christmascelebra-
tion. For over 30 years, the Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) and the Evangelical Church
of Armenia, however, have not forgot-
ten the children in Armenia and
Karabagh during the Christmas sea-
son.

During the 2015-2016 Christmas
season, in more than 40 towns and
citiesin Armeniaand Karabagh, Christ-
mas and New Year's Programs were
organized in the final days of Decem-
ber until the end of winter vacation for
children, teens and their parents.
Through these programs they shared
God's love and “Christmas Joy” was
brought to thousands of children and
their families. The real message of
Christmas was proclaimed through
music, recitations, games and drama
with the children presenting Christ’s
birth and conveying the meaning and
importance of Hisbirth, and by telling
about the plan of God’s salvation.

Each program included a special visit
from Santa distributing “Christmas
Joy” boxes of school supplies, socks,
candy, toys, Christmas story activity
booklets, puzzles, coloring books etc.

The highlight of the Christmas
Programs took place at the AMAA
Center in Yerevan on January 8 and 9
for more than 1,500 children and their
parents. Four presentations of a beau-
tiful and exciting drama by AMAA’s
“Hayasa’ Theatrical groupentitled” The
Giver of Joy” were staged and directed
by Nune Abrahamyan.

On behalf of the AMAA and of
thousands of participating children,
we thank those who prayed for and
contributed toward these Christmas
programs. We are also very apprecia-
tive of all the volunteers who joyfully
participated in the process of assem-
bling the “ Christmas Joy” boxes. We
would especially liketo recognize and
thank Nelson Randolphand Al Jibilian,
who coordinated the purchasing and
shipping of the boxes and their con-
tents, from the U.S. to Armenia. Al
Jibilian even traveled to Armeniawith
volunteersfrom the U.S. to assist with
the packing and assembling of the
“Christmas Joy” boxes. Since their
involvement over the last few years
the Christmas Joy Program has
strengthened and continues to grow.
Most importantly, we praise God for
enabling us all to reach out to these
children with the love of Jesus Christ.

OSCE Co-Chairs Warn PACE

Continued frompagel

ship have strongly rejected the pro-
posed resolutions, saying that their
authors have close ties with the
Azerbaijani government and therefore
cannot be impartial. Armenian criti-
cism of Walter, who reportedly re-
ceived Turkish citizenship and relo-
cated to Turkey last year, has been
particularly harsh.

The Minsk Group co-chairs also
criticized Walter’s resolution and
warned the PACE not to “disrupt the
negotiation process and impede
progress towards a settlement” in a
statement issued in November.

By contrast, Azerbaijan wel-
comed the proposed text. It also
lambasted the U.S., Russian and

French mediators, saying that their
long-running peace efforts have pro-
duced “zero results.”

Peace proposals made by the
mediating powersover the past decade
markedly differ from the Karabakh
settlement advocated by the PACE
committees. Their Basic Principles
envisageaninternationally recognized
referendum in which Karabakh’s pre-
dominantly Armenian popul ationwould
apparently be able to reaffirm the
territory’s de facto secession from
Azerbaijan.

Thereferendumwouldtakeplace
years after the return of virtually all
seven districts in Azerbaijan proper
that were fully or partly occupied by
Karabakh Armenian forces during the
1991-1994 war.
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AG.BU MANOOGIAN-DEMIRIDJIAN SCHOOL

PARENT-TEACHER ORGANIZATION

Cordally tnvete you to the Schools

Fortieth Anniversary

Annual Cala

T

- Undler the | :'urr.-:-m:gf .-g..l’ -
A.G.B.U. CENTRAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS

- H.s:mrz':zg -

MR. SINAN SINANIAN
AG.B.U. Manoogan-Demirdjian School, Board Chairman

e

i~

Saturday, February 27, 2016
Cocktails 7:00 PM / Dinner 8:00 PM

The Beverly Hilton - Beverly Hills
9876 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly Hills, California 90210

£250 Per Person




