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COMMUNITY
RALLY

Sunday, February 14, 2016

right after the Sunday Services, at

St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church

“Der Bedrossian Hall”

500 South Central Ave., Glendale, CA 91204

GUEST &SP

EAKER

Rev. Haroutune Selimian
FRESIDENT OF ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL COMMUMNITY OF SYRI&
MEMEER OF THE CENTRAL COMBMITTEE OF “SHDAE®

‘Syriam-Armenian Emergency Relis! and Reconstruction Ongasization™

Support the Armenian Community in War Tom Syria
through the upcoming SARF “Save a Life” Telethon
which will take place on sunday, February 21, 2-8pm.

FOR INFORMATION, CONTACT SARF AT (866) 888 SARF or office@SARFekethon.org
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THE MATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN
STUDIES AND RESEARCH (NAASR) AND CO-SPONSORS

HaMAZEAYIN ARMENIAN EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL SOCIETY
HAMAZKAYIN JEMARAN ASSOCIATION * TEKEYAN CULTURAL ASSOCIATION
MOR SEROUNT CULTURAL ASSOCIATION * ARARAT-ESKIjIAN MUSELM

PRESENT
GOODBYE, ANTOURA:

A MEMOIR OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Featuring presentations by

Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian
Mrofessor Emerilas of Modern Armemian arl Near Enslery
Hiafory, LICLA, i Aaljuecl Proféesor of Hislong, S0

MMaurice Missak Kelechiam

Houry Panian Boyamian
Primcipal, 5T. Stéphen’s Armetinog Elqenfary Schond,
Wiitertomir, MA, @md danghier of @uthor Karaig Fiandas

Prof. Keith D. Watenpaugh
LUndrersily of Califorwia, Dz

Master of Ceremonies
D, Viken Yacoubian, Frofeacar, Wondbery Divivarsifi,
Hamwzkayin Cendral Exeowtive Hoard

Thursday, February 18, 2016, 7:30 p.m.

Armenian Society of Los Angeles Main Hall
117 5. Louise Street, Glendale, CA 91205

Tadepemilen] Resrarcher

and by video
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European Union Calls for Political and
Economic Reforms in Armenia

L UMSUBKL 9NMOECE WURUMICOEEML  JUSUUSULS AULAUMBSOMESNM  UrSURr
MENIA MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS REPUBLIC OF ARMENLA.  MINISTRY OF FOREIGN A

YEREVAN -- Sweden’ s Foreign
Minister Margot Wallstrom stressed
the importance of political and eco-
nomic reforms for Armenia’s closer
relationswiththe European Unionwhen
she visited Y erevan on Tuesday.

Wallstrom discussed with Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian and Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian ongoing ne-
gotiations on a new EU-Armenia ac-
cord that will serve as a substitute for
anAssociation Agreement nearly signed
by the two sides two years ago.

The new deal will stem from
Armenia’s participation in the EU’s
Eastern Partnership program for
closer ties with six ex-Soviet states.
Sweden helped to launch the pro-
gram, along with Poland, about a de-
cade ago and remains one of its main
European backers.

i

“You can trust and count on us,”
Wallstrom told a joint news confer-
ence with Nalbandian. She said that
the EU is now taking “individual ap-
proaches” to each of the partner states
reflectingtheir differing foreign policy
priorities.

“This means dealing with coun-
trieson an individual basis and apply-
ing the principle of ‘more for more,””
said Wallstrom. Thisiswhy, sheadded,
the EU will be closely monitoring the
course of reforms promised by the
Armenianauthorities.

“Reformsimplementedin Arme-
nia and our European partners’ sup-
port for them were on the agenda of
our negotiations,” Nalbandian said for
his part.

Continued on page4

Garo Paylan Raises the Issue of Armenian-
Turkish Border at Turkish Parliament

The Turkish Parliament’s Commission on Planning and Budget has dis-
cussed theissue of increasing the number of large trade centers, Ermenihaber.am

reports.

Addressing the Commission, ethnic Armenian MP Garo Paylan referred to
the closed border between Armeniaand Turkey, noting that had the border been
open, Armenia would do most of its trade with Turkey.

According to the Turkish Sondakika website, Paylan said: “ The border
with Armenia has been closed for 23 years now. Had the border been open,
Armenia would do three/fourth of its trade with Turkey. People would come

here, relations would develop.”

Paylan added that “this could help solve the Karabakh issue as well. The
development of relations would benefit both parties.”

Armenian Soldier killed in Karabakh

STEPANAKERT (Armenianow) -- In fresh escalation of violence in the

Nagorno-Karabakh conflict zone, the military authorities in Stepanakert say an
Armenian soldier waskilled by Azerbaijani forcesat theline of contact last night.

Accordingtothe NKR Defense Ministry, Simon Chavrshyan (bornin 1996)
wasfatally wounded by an enemy bullet while on duty inamilitary unit stationed
in the southern direction.

The Ministry’s press service says increased tensions were observed along
the line of contact on the night of February 5, with Azerbaijani forces firing up
to 1,500 shots from weapons of different calibers at Armenian positions.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, Armenia’ s Defense Ministry denied that Arme-
nian forces were responsible for the death of an Azerbaijani soldier who,
according to Baku, was killed as aresult of an Armenian “subversive attack” at
the border with Azerbaijan. The Ministry said it had “operative data’ that the
Azerbaijani soldier died as aresult of hazing.

U.S. Intelligence Chief Warns
of Karabakh Escalation

WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL)
-- Azerbaijan’ scurrent economicwoes
caused by falling oil prices may have
heightened therisk of afurther escala-
tion of violence in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, thetop U.S. intelli-
gence official said on Tuesday.

“Baku’s sustained military
buildup coupled with declining eco-
nomic conditions in Azerbaijan are
raising the potential that the conflict
will escalate in 2016,” Director of
National Intelligence James Clapper
warned in his annual assessment of
threats to the United States.

“Azerbaijan’s aversion to pub-
licly relinquishingitsclaimto Nagorno-
Karabakh proper and Armenia sreluc-
tance to give up territory it controls
will continue to complicate a peaceful
resolution,” Clapper addedin prepared
testimony before the U.S. Senate
Armed Servicesand Intelligence Com-
mittees.

Heavily dependent onitsoil rev-
enues, Azerbaijan isincreasingly suf-
fering from the collapse of global oil
prices. The Azerbaijani national cur-
rency, the manat, lost more than half

of itsvalue against the U.S. dollar last
year, despite the fact that the authori-
tiesin Baku spent almost $9 billion on
sustaining its exchange rate.

Late last month, the credit rang-
ing agency Standard and Poor's down-
graded A zerbaijan’ sdebt rating by one
notch and said it now expects
Azerbaijan’ s economy to contract this
year after more than a decade of oil-
driven rapid growth.

The country’s economic prob-
lems have led to rare protests recently
inseveral Azerbaijani townsover wors-
ening living conditions, including the
increased price of bread. The protests
have fueled speculation in Armenia
that President Ilham Aliyev’s govern-
ment might intensify ceasefire viola-
tions in the Karabakh conflict zone to
distract the disgruntled domestic pub-
lic from its failed economic policies.

Last year already saw a sharp
riseinfighting along “theline of con-
tact” around Karabakh and the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani border, which caused
both warring sides to suffer their
biggest combat casualties in nearly
two decades.

Turkey Falsificates Historical Facts Around

Tigran Honents Church of Ani

YEREVAN (Armenpress) --
Gyumri’s National Park-Museum of
Sculpture expressed concern over
Tigran Honents church of Ani stating
that the policy of Turkey about the
falsification of historical facts and in-
complete reconstruction of the men-
tioned church thrusts a wedge into the
culture and friendship of neighboring
countries. In order to combat distor-
tion of history change.org website
started a petition.

The organization called on the
TurkishMinistry of Culture, UNESCO,
UN and the European Heritage Con-
vention Committee to get focused on
such policy of Turkey.

Initscall theorganizationwrites:

“Beinghistorically Armenian capi-

tal and residence for various nations,
Ani remains an Armenian landscape,
which is documented in historical in-
formation and our present lithography.
The 17 frescoes of the church contain
images that depict the torments of the
first patriarch and the founder of the
Armenian Apostolic Church, Gregory
thellluminator, that arethevivid proves
of the church's national and religious
belonging. Announcing that Ani is a
historic areaof cultural diversity, Tur-
key deviatestheinternational commu-
nity from our main demands; and thus
creates an environment of cancelling
them. But we are particularly con-
cerned by the fact, that while being

Continued on page4
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Russian MPs Want to Review
Moscow Agreement

BLACK BE8

e —

ARMEHS March-Odcher 1871 i
FHEIST SCviET DELIMTafion

—_ o St i) e

-
T
=
] ey 1 e g
by

MOSCOW (Mediamax) -- Depu-
ties of the State Duma proposed to
cancel Moscow Treaty on friendship
and brotherhood, which was signed
between the Russian Soviet Federative
Socialist Republic (RSFSR) and the
Government of the Turkish Grand
National Assembly inMarch 16, 1921.

According to Russian lzvestia
newspaper, thisinitiative was made by
vice president of the Central Commit-
tee of the Russian Communist Party
Valery Rashkin, Russian Communist
Party Secretary Sergei Obukhov who
sent the appropriate petitions to the
Russian President Vladimir Putin and
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov.

The Russian Communists mark
Turkey’ scontinuousaggression against
Russia in the letters addressed to the
Russian government.

“We think that now, with the
Turkish aggression increase, we need
to consider the legal aspect of Rus-
sian-Turkish agreements that are not
profitable for our country and the
country’sallies. Ankarashould under-
stand the results escal ation of the con-

flict might bring. Only this can sober
Turkey up and prevent new provoca-
tions”, stated Sergei Obukhov.

"Fair Russia" party al so supports
the Russian Communistsinitiative.

The first article of the treaty on
friendship and brotherhood between
Turkey and Russiain Moscow signed
on March 16, 1921 states that Russia
Soviet government agrees not to rec-
ognize any international treaties relat-
ing to and not accepted by the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey. This
provision was directed primarily
against the Treaty of Sevres, which
Turkey wanted to cancel at any cost.

The new border was recognized
by the Treaty of Kars signed between
Turkey and the Transcaucasian re-
publics (13 October 1921), which re-
mains in effect until now.

Under the Moscow Treaty,
Nakhichevan became an autonomous
territory of the Republic of Azerbaijan
and Nagorno Karabakh was declared
an autonomous region within
Azerbaijan under July 5(1921) deci-
sion of the CaucasusBureau (RK (b)P).

EU Urges Democratic Elections In Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A senior
EuropeanUnionofficial onFriday called
onthe Armenian authoritiesto prevent
seriousirregularities in parliamentary
electionsduein May 2017, saying that
their conduct could determine “the
future of Armenia.”

Piotr Switalski, the head of the
EU Delegation in Y erevan, warned of
“further stagnation” in the country
that might follow the vote. “The elec-
tions of 2017, thefirst elections under
the new constitutional arrangements,
may haveareally bigrolefor thefuture
of Armenia,” he said in a speech.

“It's not simply about another
election,” emphasized Switalski. “I
think it’s about the future of Armenia
in alarger sense, it’s about the confi-
dence of the people in the political
governance of Armenia, and it's also
about Armenia’ simagein the interna-
tional community.”

The 2017 elections will deter-
mine who will govern Armenia after
President Serzh Sarkisian completes
his second and final term in April
2018. Under Sarkisian’s controver-
sial constitutional changes enacted
in December, Armeniawill switchto
the parliamentary system of govern-
ment by that time. The next presi-
dent of the republic will be elected
by the parliament and have largely
ceremonial powers.

Swital ski stressed theimportance

of a new Electora Code, which the
authoritiesplanto enact thisspring, for
the proper conduct of next year’spolls.
The EU hopes that they will *consult”
with European experts and make sure
that the code is also acceptable to the
Armenian opposition, he said.

“We hope very much that the
final shape of the Electoral Code will
have a consensual character,” added
thediplomat. “1twill bevery important
for the next elections.”

Shortly after the referendum the
EU urged the authorities to properly
investigate “credible” allegations of
fraud voiced by the opposition, inde-
pendent observers and media.

Switalski reiterated the EU calls.
“For us, [ongoing fraud investigations]
will be a very important signal as to
how to prepare ourselves for the next
elections,” he said.

February 13, 2016

Armenia and USAID Sign Anti-Corruption

Strategy Deal

YEREVAN -- The United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and Armenian goverment
have signed a cooperation agreement
on fighting against corruption.

“Support for implementation of
Armenia’ s anti-corruption strategy”
document was signed by RA Minister-
Chief of Government Staff David
Harutyunyan and USAID Y erevan Of -
ficeDirector KarenHiliard. Theaim of
this program is to assist the Govern-
ment Staff (GS) with the implementa-
tion of Armenia santi-corruption strat-
egy in2015-2018. Theprogramwill be
implemented by the Government
Staff’ santi-corruption programsmoni-
toring division, which will be acting
act as the secretariat of the council on
the fight against corruption.

The assistance will be aimed at
getting high-quality international and/
or local technical support for the cre-
ation of a roadmap and the launch of
the anti-corruption strategy in such
priority areas as education, public rev-
enue, healthcare, and police services.

The total cost of the program is
$806,390, of which $749,110 for the
reimbursement of expenses by the
USAID, and $57,280 as beneficiary’s
investment. The funds will be target-
ing three objectives: establishment of
an expert panel to work with the coun-
cil on the fight against corruption,
launch of Armenia’'s 2015-2018 anti-
corruption strategy and finally, devel-
opment and implementation of the an-
ticorruption strategy with the stake-
holders.

Those actions and initiatives

needed to complete the program will
be implemented in the period from
February 5, 2016 through April 5,
2017. Highlighting the agreement,
PrimeMinister Abrahamyan said there
isaclear political will toimplement the
anti-corruption strategy of Armenia,
and the signing of today’s instrument
isan important component of success.

“Bound by common approaches,
we need to do everything possible to
achieve success. Highly appreciative
of the efforts exerted by the USAID to
promote economic development, build
up civil society and protect human
rights in Armenia, we are eager to
continuecooperatinginall thesefields,”
the Prime Minister said.

Welcoming the Government’s
consistency in the fight against cor-
ruption and involvement of civil soci-
ety in the work of the Council, Karen
Hilliard voiced the appreciation ex-
pressed by U.S. Ambassador Richard
Mills of Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamyan’s personal contribution
inthisprocess. Asshesaid, theUSAID
has a twin-core objective, namely to
promote the Government’s transpar-
ency-aimedinitiativesand enhancecivil
society’s monitoring capacity.

Stressing that cooperation be-
tween the Government of the Republic
of Armeniaand the USAID hasalways
been effective in various spheres of
activity, she said to be confident in the
success of their joint effort to combat
corruption, aimed at improved trans-
parency, accountability and effective
changes that will help enhance living
standards in Armenia.

U.S. ‘Not Opposed’ to Closer

Armenia-Iran Ties

YEREVAN -- The United States
does not object to Armenia’s plans to
step up economic cooperationwithneigh-
boring Iranfollowing thelifting of inter-
national sanctions against Tehran, the
U.S. ambassador in Yerevan, Richard
Mills, said on Friday.

“Armeniahasthe sovereignright
to pursue strong, mutually beneficial
relations with as many nations as it
wishes,” Mills said in written com-
ments to RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

“With respect to Iran, the U.S.
Government gratefully acknowledges
the part Armenia played in making
possible the diplomatic engagement
that led to the Joint Comprehensive
Plan of Action, by fully respecting the
international community’s sanctions
on Iran over the years, even when that

effort came at some cost to Armenia
and itseconomy,” he said, referring to
Iran’s nuclear deal with the U.S. and
other world powers.

“With the advent of Implementa-
tion Day on January 16, it is natural for
Armeniato start thinking about the im-
pact that the lifting of sanctions might
have on its political and economic ties
with Iran,” added the diplomat.

Asked whether the U.S. believes
closer ties with Iran could help to ease
Armenia sheavy dependence on Russia
for energy resources, Mills said: “We
havelong encouraged Armeniato diver-
sify itsenergy supply, including explor-
ing opportunities for alternative/renew-
able sources and greater regional inte-
gration, for the sake of greater energy
efficiency and to avoid overdependence
on any one party or source.”
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Using the Potential of the Diaspora for the
Welfare of the Homeland
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YEREVAN -- On February 3, a
conference devoted to an innovative
strategy on and approachesto Diaspora
engagement in the sphere of child-
related reforms was held through the
combined efforts of the UNICEF, the
Delegation of the European Union, the
RA Ministry of Diasporaand Mission
East. The conference was part of the
EU-funded “Mitigation of the Social
Impacts of Labor Migration and In-
crease in the Engagement of Migrants
in the Local Development Process’
Program, whichisbeing carried out by
the UNICEF.

Among the attendees were RA
Minister of Diaspora Hranush
Hakobyan, RA Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ashot Hovakimyan,
Head of theEU Delegationto Armenia-
Ambassador Pyotr Anthony Svital sky,
representative of the Office of the
UNICEFinArmeniaTanyaRadochay,
as well as over 70 representatives of
state organizations and government
agenciesand organizationsinvolvedin
solving Diaspora-related issues.

The participants of the confer-
ence discussed the innovative ap-
proaches to Diaspora engagement in
the development of Armenia and the
possible use of money transfers in
child-related fields.

RA Minister of DiasporaHranush
Hakobyan delivered her opening re-
marks in which she welcomed the
participantsof the conference, attached
importance to the organizing of acon-
ferencein thisformat and noted that it
provides an opportunity to master the
experiences of different countries,
improve the Armenia-Diaspora part-
nership and use the potential of the
Diaspora more effectively for the de-
velopment of the homeland.

Theminister presented thepolicy
of the Republic of Armenia on the
Armenia-Diasporapartnership, thestra-
tegic directions, as well as the major
guestions and problems.

“l wouldliketogivespecial thanks
to the UNICEF, the Delegation of the
European Union and Mission East for
this wonderful opportunity. These or-
ganizationshel p devel op cross-cultural
dialogue between countries with
Diasporas, create a unique platform
for mutual recognition and the ex-
change of knowledge, skillsand expe-
riences, as well as a special environ-
ment for establishing relationships. |
am certain that the participants of the
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conference will hold active and con-
structive discussions, master the ex-
periences and present reasonable and
innovative approaches.

Development at the global or lo-
cal levels will be impossible without
making investments and human re-
sources. Making investments for the
implementation of children’ sprograms
isthe best path to takein order to help
the country advance and contribute to
the growth of a nation’s potential.
DiasporaArmeniansand DiasporaAr-
menian organizations can play a sig-
nificant role in the creation of daycare
centers, the provision of new social
services for vulnerable families, as
well asfurther development of alterna-
tivefamily careservicesandintegrated
social servicesfor children,” UNICEF
representative Tanya Radochay said.

RA Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Ashot Hovakimyan welcomed
the participants of the conference and
mentioned that the programs and
projects that Diaspora Armenians are
carrying out for Armenia are of great
significance, adding that over the past
decade, ArmeniaandtheDiasporahave
used a tremendous amount of re-
sources to help develop Armenia-
Diasporarelations and take advantage
of those relations effectively.

Diaspora-2Among other speak-
erswere two leading international ex-
perts, including director of Ireland’s
DiasporaMattersLtd Kingsley Aikins
and co-founder of theMigration Policy
I nstitute Kathleen Newland, who were
invited by the UNICEF.

Kingsley Aikins presented
Ireland’ suniqueformat for Diaspora
engagement in the country’s devel-
opment, providing the opportunity
to use the Diaspora’s potential for
the development of economy and
other sectors and for the creation of
jobs.

Kathleen Newland presentedvari-
ouswaysfor the possible use of money
transfers for children’s welfare, in-
cluding direct funding, the application
of financial tools and services and the
use of social networks.

The speakers also answered
questions from the participants, after
which everyone discussed issues and
exchanged their views.

RA Minister of DiasporaHranush
Hakobyan gave a closing speech.

During his visit, on February 2,
Kingsley Aikinsdelivered alecturede-

Cartoons Worth a Thousand Words

By Jirair Tutunjian
Keghart.com

The centennial of the Armenian
Genocide last year brought forth a
welcome avalanche of political activ-
ism, books, scholarly and journalistic
reports, conferences, community
projects, music, theatrical perfor-
mances, visual arts presentations, and
civic and religious commemorations.

One such event was the multi-
exhibition series “Kiss the Ground”
(Y ergurbakootyoon), which featured
Perspectives from Exile—22 political
cartoons by author, journalist, activ-
ist, and cartoonist L ucine Kasbarian of
New Jersey and Massachusetts.

Fourteen other Armenian-Ameri-
can creative people participated in the
“Kiss the Ground” exhibition, which
explored memory, loss and culture,
and was held at the Cambridge School
of Weston, Massachusetts.

An offshoot of the exhibition is
Kasbarian’ sPerspectivesfrom Exile—
a 110-page illustrated volume that in-
cludes a foreword by Curator Todd
Bartel, a visual arts teacher and the
director of the Cambridge School’s
Thompson Gallery.

The volume's incisive political
cartoons explore topics such as Arme-
nian Genocidedenial, reparations, Turk-
ish and Azeri belligerence and NATO
indifference to the Armenian Cause.

Just one of Kasbarian’s cartoons
produced during the Genocide centen-
nial year, titled “ Threaten the Pope,”
spotlighted Turkish President Erdogan
dreaming about thefate of PopeFrancis
after Erdogan threatened the latter for
acknowledging the Armenian Geno-
cide. The cartoon depicts Erdogan
recalling yesteryear’s attempt on the
life of Pope John Paul Il by Turkish
citizen Mehmet Ali Agca.

Also included in Perspectives
from Exile are an interview with
Kasbarian conducted by Bartel, photos
of the exhibition, highly informative
articles by Kasbarian about the history
and consequences of the Genocide
and its denial, and the artist’s state-
ment.

Kasbarian’s cartoons have ap-
peared in more than twenty-five Ar-
menian and non-Armenian publications
andwebsites, including Foreign Policy
Journal, Zartonk, Women’s Interna-
tional Perspective, Massis Weekly,
Veterans Today and Keghart.com.

Kasbarian’ spolitical cartoonsre-
affirm the validity of the opinion of
many critics of “modern” Turkey that
the rulers’ mindset has not changed
from that of the Ottomans and the
Young Turks.

In a year which saw Turkey's
continued oppression of itsindigenous
minoritiesand journalists; its shooting
down of a Russian military jet;
Ankara’'s continued denial of the Ar-
menian Genocide; its president’s sup-
port of 1SIS and aggression into Syria
and Irag, not to mention his numerous
inane pronouncements, Kasbarian's
Perspectivesfrom Exileprovidessome
much-needed relief from the oppres-
sive insanity and criminality pouring
out of Ankara.

This publication deserves wide
distribution asit is undoubtedly asig-
nificant contribution to the published
observances of the Centennial of the
Armenian Genocide.

Toorder Perspectivesfrom Exile
($24USD), visit: http://www.lulu.com/
shop/todd-bartel-and-lucine-kasbarian/
lucine-kasbarianperspectives-from-
exile/paperback/product-
22477813.html or place an order with
Armenian booksellers.

voted to Diaspora engagement strate-
giesfor the staff of the RA Ministry of
Diaspora. Theme-based discussions
were also held for members of the
Training and Research Center of the
Central Bank of the Republic of Arme-
niaand several other interested parties
in the country.

The speakers’ visits were orga-
nized in continuation of the Armenian

delegation’ svisitto Irelandin October
2015, the purpose of which was to
study the Irish experiencein Diaspora
engagement. The participants dis-
cussed issues related to social devel-
opment of the Diaspora and migrants
in Armeniaand the use of the potential
in child-related reforms in order to
support more vulnerable children and
families.

MEHER BABIAN, D.D.S.
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Goodbye, Antoura Memoir to be Presented at

Armenian Society of Los Angeles

GOODBYE, ANTOURA

A Memoir of the Armenian Genocide

GLENDALE -- The noteworthy
memoir, Goodbye, Antoura: A Memoir
of the Armenian Genocide (Stanford
Univ. Press, 2015), by the late Karnig
Panian, will be the focus of a program
on Thursday, February 18, 2016, at
7:30 p.m., at the Armenian Society of
LosAngelesMain Hall, 117 S. Louise
Street, Glendale, CA. The event is or-
ganized by theNational Associationfor
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR) and co-sponsored by the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum, Hamazkayin
Armenian Educational and Cultural So-
ciety, Hamazkayin Jemaran Associa-
tion, Nor Serount Cultural Association,
and Tekeyan Cultural Association.

Featuring remarksby theauthor’ s
daughter, Houry Panian Boyamian, Prin-
cipal of St. Stephen’s Armenian El-
ementary School in Watertown, MA,
theevent will alsoinclude presentations
by Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian, Profes-
sor Emeritus of Modern Armenian and
Near Eastern History, UCLA, and Ad-
junct Professor of History, USC, as
well asindependent researcher Maurice
Missak Kelechian. Dr. Keith David
Watenpaugh of the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, will provide comments
viavideo, and Dr. Viken Y acoubian of
Woodbury University and the
Hamazkayin Central Executive Board
will serve as Master of Ceremonies.

Born in the Anatolian village of
Gurin, Karnig Panian was only five
years old when World War | began.
Four years later, American aid work-
ers found him at an orphanage in
Antoura, Lebanon. He was among
nearly 1,000 Armenianand 400 Kurdish
children who had been abandoned by

the Turkish administrators, left to sur-
viveat the orphanagewithout adult care.
He grew up to become an educator and
vice-principal at Djemaran, the Arme-
nian Lyceum, based in Beirut, L ebanon.

His memoir, Goodbye, Antoura,
offers the extraordinary story of what
he endured in those years—as his
people were deported from their Ar-
menian community, as hisfamily died
in a refugee camp in the deserts of
Syria, as he survived hunger and mis-
treatment in the orphanage. The
Antouraorphanagewasanother project
of the Armenian Genocide: its admin-
istrators, some benign and some cruel,
sought to transform the children into
Turks by changing their Armenian
names, forcing them to speak Turkish,
and erasing their history.

Goodbye, Antourawastranslated
by Simon Beugekian and edited by
Aram Goudsouzian. Itincludesafore-
word by Dr. Vartan Gregorian and an
introduction and afterword by Prof.
Keith David Watenpaugh.

Panian paintsapainfully richand
detailed pictureof thelivesand agency
of Armenian orphans during the dark-
est days of World War I. Ultimately,
Karnig Panian survived the Armenian
Genocide and the deprivations that
followed. Goodbye, Antoura assures
us of how humanity, once denied, can
be again reclaimed.

Copiesof Goodbye, Antourawill
be available the night of the lecture
through apartnershipwith Abril Book-
store of Glendale.

For more information about this
program contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hg@naasr.org.

Turkey Falsificates Historical Facts

Continued frompagel

reconstructed, the church has been
proclaimed as Chalcedonic and thus
thisisescalating disputesand conflicts
in Georgian—Armenian age-oldfriend-
ship. We demand from the Turkish
responsible institutions of the sector
that they:

- avoid proclamations about the
historical belongings of the church

- add “Armenian Christian
church” nameinto the sign put nearby
the church

- finish and not to abridge the
church dome construction and an-

nounce the process and objectives for
further work.

- avoid escalating cultural con-
flicts between Armenia and Georgia.
The issue has received wide public
attention because of the sign installed
nearby the church that presents the
church as Georgian Chalcedonic.

We are confident that our Geor-
gian brothershave afriendly approach
tothisissue and are ready for reinstat-
ing historic justice that can be reached
through professional and public debate
anddialogue. Weliveinaregionwhere
any problem can be solved through
dialogue if we just face them.”

Ara Sarafian to Lecture on New Edition of

“Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story”

FRESNO -- Tomark the publica-
tion of anew special edition of Ambas-
sador Morgenthau’ sStory, AraSarafian
(Gomidaslnstitute, London) will speak
at 7:30PM on Wednesday, February
17, inthe University Business Center,
Alice Peters Auditorium, Room 191,
on the Fresno State campus.

The lecture is co-sponsored by
the Armenian Studies Program and the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

TheArmenian Genocideremains
one of the seminal events that defined
themodern Middle East. It entailed the
destruction of thousands of Armenian
communitiesinwhat becamethe Turk-
ishRepublic. Themodern Turkish state
was built on such a genocidal legacy,
including the denial of such a past.

Starting in the 1980s, Turkish
authorities embarked on a concerted
forward policy to deny the Armenian
Genocide in the United States. One of
their objects of denial was the legacy
of Henry Morgenthau, the American
ambassador to Ottoman Turkey be-
tween 1913 and 1916. Morgenthau
had much to say about the destruction
of Armeniansand hismemoir, Ambas-
sador Morgenthau's Story, was a dev-
astatingindictment of the Y oung Turks
for such a crime.

Themainreferencesin the attack
on Morgenthau was a work by Heath
Lowry of thelnstitute of Turkish Stud-
ies in Washington DC. According to
Lowry, Morgenthau had been an unin-
formed observer to the fate of Arme-
nians in 1915. He had been duped by
Armenian advisers at the American
Embassy in Constantinople. He had
disseminated fal seinformation to oth-
ers. He had been a racist and a liar
whose private papers did not support
what he claimed in his later memoirs.
Morgenthau had written a false ac-
count of events.

Fortunately, we have accessto a
great deal of archival and published
evidence regarding Morgenthau rela-
tionship to the Armenian Genocide.
This evidence does not support the

AMBASSADOR
MORGENTHAL’S
s TORY

denialist assertions made by Heath
Lowry and others. It shows
Morgenthau in a very favorable light.
Indeed, an examination of Heath
Lowry’s critique of Ambassador
Morgenthau’s Story allows us to cre-
ate a useful typology of denial as a
political exercise within, as well as
outside, academia.

In his presentation, Sarafian will
provide a clear analysis of how Am-
bassador Morgenthau’s Story was
written in 1918; how it was made into
the object of denial; and how deniers
of the Armenian Genocide still claim
that Morgenthau was an errant wit-
ness to the Armenian Genocide.

AraSarafianisan archival histo-
rian specializing on late Ottoman his-
tory. Heisthedirector of the Gomidas
Institute, which is a leading research
and publication center related to mod-
ern Armenian history.

The lecture is free and open to
thepublic. Parkingisavailableat Fresno
State Lots P5 and P6 with a free
parking pass using code 273615.

For moreinformation please con-
tact the Armenian Studies Program at
278-2669 or visit the ASP website at
fresnostate.edu/armenianstudies.

European Union Calls for Reforms

Continued frompagel

Wallstrom discussed the matter
with Sarkisian later in the day. “The
president of the republic noted that the
authorities regard comprehensive re-
forms implemented in Armenia as an
important prerequisitefor thecountry’s
development and progress and highly
appreciate EU supportinthisendeavor,”
Sarkisian’s office said in a statement.

One of the reforms cited by
Sarkisian is recently enacted amend-
ments to the Armenian constitution
envisaging Armenia stransitiontothe
parliamentary system of government.
Sarkisian and his political allies say
that the amendments, which were
largely endorsed by Council of Europe
experts, will foster democratization.

Armenian opposition groupsdis-
miss these claims, accusing the au-

thorities of rigging the December 6
referendum on the constitutional re-
form. They claim that the authorities
will alsotry toresorttosimilar fraudin
Armenia snext parliamentary el ections
duein May 2017.

The EU has expressed concern
aboutirregularitiesreported during the
referendum but stopped short of openly
challenging its official results. Senior
EU officialsreportedly urged Y erevan
to “appropriately implement the new
constitution” at an annual meeting of
the EU-Armenia Cooperation Council
held in Brussels last month.

An EU statement released after
that meeting said senior EU officials
urged Y erevan to “ acceleratereformsin
specific areas, notably democracy and
the rule of law, anti-corruption, human
rights and fundamental freedoms, con-
stitutional and judicial reform.”
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MGM BALL ROOM
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