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Turkish Intelligence Agency
Catalogued Hrant Dink Case
Under ‘Ethnic Separatist Activities’

ISTANBUL -- A confidential
National Intelligence Organization
(MIT) document published by the
Turkish-Armenian weekly Agos has
reveal ed that theintelligence organi za-
tion had closely monitored a trial re-
lated to the 2007 murder of Turkish-
Armenian journalist Hrant Dink and
regularly recorded thedetailsinadocu-
ment titled “ethnic separatist activi-
ties.” Cihannewsagency reportsbased
on Today's Zaman article.

The document dates back to 2011
and is titled “Other ethnic separatist
activities” withasubtitle* Armenianism.”
Thedetailsabout the Dink trial arewrit-
ten under this subtitle.

Thedocument, whichisincluded
in anew indictment recently prepared
on the murder of Dink, also reveals
that MIT regularly monitored non-
Muslimminoritiesinadditionto Arme-
nians and that the intelligence agency
documented their activities similar to
the way they documented Dink's mur-
der case.

According to the Agos report,
the document in question was sent by
MIT to police departments across
Turkey andto policeintelligence units
in order to contribute to police activi-
ties. The document recorded certain
activitiesof Armenians, Greeks, Syriac
Christians and the other non-Muslim
minorities living in Turkey between

March 1 and 30, 2011.

TheclassifiedMIT document al so
reveals that the intelligence organiza-
tionalsoregularly monitored and docu-
mented the activities of various civil
society organizations and initiatives,
such as People's Houses, Student Col-
lectives, the Mothers for Peace initia-
tive, the Brotherhood of the Rivers
Platform and the Freedom and Solidar-
ity Party (ODP).

The document also shows that
MIT monitored how Dink's family
spent compensation money paid to
them by Turkey as a result of a Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
ruling.

The ECtHR delivered its judg-
ment on the Dink v. Turkey case on
Sept. 14, 2010. Initsruling, the ECtHR
found Turkey inviolation of Articles2
and 10 of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR). These articles
are related to the “right to life” and
“freedom of expression,” respectively.

The MIT document states that
Turkey paid 105,000 euros in com-
pensationto Dink'sfamily onMarch 8,
2011, following the court'sruling. “In
this context, it was learned that the
Dink family donated the compensation
in question to the Hrant Dink Scholar-
ship Fund established by the Commu-

Continued on page4

World Bank Forecasts Lowest Growth In
Armenia Since 2010

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The
World Bank expects Armeniato have
this year the lowest economic growth
since 2010. The Armenian govern-
ment, however, appears to be more
optimistic in its GDP growth outlook
for 2016.

In arecently published monthly
economic updatethe World Bank notes
that GDPgrowthin Armeniasiowedto
3 percent in 2015 and is projected to
remain sluggish at 2.5 percent in 2016,
whichisthelowest growth outlook for
Armeniacomparedtothepreviousfive
years.

According to the World Bank,
such low economic growth and pro-
jection are due to continued recession
in Russiaand structural weaknesses of
the Armenian economy.

Armenian Prime Minister Hovik
Abrahamianimplied, however, that his
government remained more optimistic
inits GDP growth projectionswhen he
answered the RFE/RL Armenian
Service' s question on the current state
of economic affairs in the country on
Saturday. “We are going to move the
economy forward, and | want to re-
peat that our success hinges on our
unity,” he emphasized.

Government officialsin Armenia
today try not to remember President
Serzh Sarkisian’s warning made in
2013 that the cabinets that fail to en-
sure an annual growth of at least 7
percent until 2017 will havetoresign.No
government sincethen has managed to
fulfill the task, while growth figures
have kept lowering.

The following excerpt from the
World Bank report also prompts that
the state of economic affairsin Arme-
niais not particularly good.”... Non-
performing loans soared from 3.7 per-
cent at the beginning of 2015 to above
9 percent towards the end of the year.
Higher dollarization and currency mis-
matches in the balance sheet pose
risks to banking sector stability and
profitability. Total lending declinedin
2015 by 3.1 percent.”

The international financial insti-
tution also sees a problem in terms of
maintaining public revenues. “Actual
revenue collection in January 2016
was lower than a year ago, reflecting
the trend of a continued decline in
imports. The fiscal pressure observed
last year may be experienced again in
2016 if the January trend continues,”
the World Bank report reads.

Turkish PM, Askale Mayor to be Sued for
Praising the Armenian Genocide,

Threatening Kurds

ISTANBUL (Agos) — Turkey’s
Human Rights Association (IHD) will
file criminal complaints against Prime
Minister Davutoglu, who hasbeen criti-
cized because of his* Armenian gangs’
statement, and Askale Mayor Basaran
who said “| gratefully commemorate
our honorable ancestors who wiped
the Armenians off.”

IHD Istanbul Branch Committee
Against Racism and Discrimination
declared that they will file criminal
complaints against Prime Minister
Davutogluand AskaleMayor Basaran,
“because they praised the Armenian
Genocide and threatened Kurdish
people with genocide”.

Here is the call for press state-
ment made on March 8 in front of

Caglayan Courthouse:

“In a time when crimes against
humanity have been committed in the
war against Kurds, Prime Minister, on
February 27, said that ‘HDP is in
cooperationwith Russialike Armenian
gangs' and on March 3, Askale Mayor
Enver Basaran‘ gratefully’ commemo-
rated the Armenian Genocide during a
‘theatrical Armenian massacre’ that
wasplayed by childrenand wewill file
criminal complaints against them be-
causethey praised the Armenian Geno-
cide and threatened Kurdish people
with genocide.

On February 27, during arally in
Bingdl, PrimeMinister Davutoglu said,

Continued on page3

NKR Representative Robert Avetisyan
Discusses Karabakh Conflict
at Thomas Jefferson School of Law

SAN DIEGO -- Permanent Rep-
resentative of the Nagorno-Karabakh
Republic (NKR) to the US, Robert
Avetisyan, on Wednesday delivered a
lectureat the Thomas Jefferson School
of Law (TJSL), in San diego.

The NKR Permanent Represen-
tative briefed on the formation and
development of Artsakh’s statehood,
the past and present stages of the
conflict between Azerbaijan and
Karabakh, as well as the negotiation
process. A special exphasiswas put on
the Azerbaijani-Karabakh conflict in

the context of international law.

Afterthespeech, Robert Avetisyan
answered the questions of the partici-
pants concerning the current devel op-
mentsin Artsakh, the political and eco-
nomic situationsinthe NKR, aswell as
a range of other issues.

Thelecture of the Artsakh repre-
sentative, attended by representatives
of the School's Armenian Students'
Union and members of other Students'
Associations, as well as by students
and professors of law, was organized
on the initiative of the School.
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Armenia-NATO Relations:
Prospects and Challenges Ahead

YEREVAN (Mediamax) --NATO
desk officer for the South Caucuses
Steffen Elgersma stated today that
Armenia scontributiontointernational
security is very impressive.

Steffen Elgersma spoke about it
in Yerevan during a discussion titled
“Armenia-NATO Relations: Prospects
and Challenges ahead of the NATO
Warsaw Summit”.

“We appreciate Armenia'slong-
term participation in the NATO-led
international peacekeeping operations
and commitment for continuation.
Despite the security challenges of this
region, Armenia continues to contrib-
utetointernational security, andthisis
very impressive”, he said.

NATO desk officer noted that
they aresatisfiedwithrelationship his-
tory with Armenia for more than 20
years and appreciate democratization
in armed forces and steps taken to-
wards enhancing the role of women in
the defense sector.

Talking about the future of rela-
tionsbetween NATO and partner coun-
tries, including Armenia, Steffen
Elgersma stated that NATO will con-
tinue to be faithful to two important
principlesin this perspective.

“Firstly, NATO respects the
choice of Armenia and all its other
partners in the integration and mem-
bership in various formats. We have
repeatedly stated that Armenia‘'smem-
bership to the Collective Security
Treaty Organization (CSTO) is fully
compatible with NATO-Armenia co-
operation and Individual Partnership
Action Plan’s objectives.

Secondly, NATO respects the
ambitions of its partners in the region.
Georgia, for example, wants to join
NATO. Wearedevelopingrelationswith
Azerbaijantoo, but at thesametimewant

todevelopcloser relationswith Armenia
and conduct closer work in reforms of
defense, cyber security and other ar-
eas’, said NATO desk officer.

Hehighlightedthat NATO expects
more creative ideas from Armenia in
order to deepen relations.

Steffen EIgersmanoticedthat there
have been many changesin global secu-
rity environment, and new challenges
emerged after 2014. According to him,
these changes will be reflected in the
relationship betweenNATO anditspart-
ners in the South Caucasus.

Talking about NATO Summit in
Warsaw this July, NATO desk officer
stated that challenges of South and
East will be in the agenda.

Steffen Elgersmahighlighted the
regression of relationsbetween NATO
and Russia as one of the challenges of
East.

“We are concerned by Russia’'s
lack of respect for the sovereignty of
neighbors. In NATO we often think
that this may lead us to the Cold War.
We closely follow this trend and
strengthen the collective defense of
the member countries, especially the
Eastern Front of the Alliance”, said
NATO desk officer.

He added that NATO will con-
tinue to keep the doors open for dia-
logue with Russia.

Talking about thesituationinthe
Middle East, Steffen Elgersma admit-
ted that NATO has no “ready recipes’
for overcoming the threats emanating
from the region.

“We understand that the crisisin
Syriais reflected on Armenia as well,
asthereisArmenian community inthat
country. We also understand what
Turkish-Russian relations tension
means to Armenia’, said Steffen
Elgersma.

Azerbaijan and Turkey Start
Joint Military Exercises

KONYA, Turkey -- Turkey and
Azerbaijan havelaunchedjointair force
exercisescode named“ TurAz Shahini-
2016”, in the central Turkish city of
Konyaon March 7. The exercises will
last until March 25, the Turkish Gen-
eral Staff reported.

Three MiG-29 fighter jets, three
Sukhoi Su-25 attack aircraft and three
[1-76 military transport aircraft from
Azerbaijan's Armed Forceswill bein-
volved into the annual planned exer-

cises, the reports say.

In 2015, the armed forces of the
two neighboring countries held both
land and air force exercises.

In December 2010, both coun-
tries signed a range of treaties provi-
sioning for military assistance should
any of the party be attacked by third
party.

Based on numerous agreements
on joint military exercises as part of
bilateral progressive efforts towards

March 12, 2016

Ex-U.S. Congressman Quits Azerbaijani

Lobby Group, Citing Nonpayment

WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL) -
- A former U.S. congressman has re-
signed aschairmanof acentral playerin
themultimillion-dollar Azerbaijani | ob-
bying effort to court American support
for the ex-Soviet republic's authoritar-
ian government, saying he has not been
paid for his services"in ayear."

Former U.S. Representative Dan
Burton (Republican-Indiana) thisweek
resigned from the Azerbaijan America
Alliance, a group founded by tycoon
Anar Mammadov, son of the oil-rich
Caucasus nation’s transport minister,
that has paid U.S. lobbyists more than
$12 million since 2011.

"As | have not heard from you or
Anar, and have not been paid for ayear,
please consider thise-mail as aletter of
resignationasChairmanof theAzerbaijan
American Alliance," Burton wrote in a
March 1 e-mail to James Fabiani, whose
Washington-based firm lobbies for the
group in the United States. The e-mail
was seen by RFE/RL.

Fabiani did not respond to an e-
mail seeking comment or to avoicemail
left with his office, and no one an-
swered the phone at the number listed
onthe Azerbaijan America Alliance’s
website.

Mammadov, a recent business
partner of U.S. Republican presiden-
tial front-runner Donald Trump for the
construction of a33-floor, sail-shaped

luxury hotel in Baku, did not respond
to a Facebook message, and no one
answered the phone at the number
listed on his website.

Burton’s resignation follows
months of speculation about the fate
of the Azerbaijan AmericaAlliance, a
prominent pillar of abroader Azerbaijani
lobbying campaignintheUnited States
to portray Azerbaijan as a stable en-
ergy and security partner for the West.
The lobby involves both private and
state money.

Over the past five years, the
Azerbaijan AmericaAlliancehaspoureda
total of $12.3 million into U.S. lobbying
efforts, according to the public-interest
website Opensecrets.org, having
wined and dined Washington's elite
and pushed Baku's interests in meet-
ingswith senior members of Congress.

Coca-Cola Sues Armenian Anti-Trust Body

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A fran-
chised bottler of the Coca-Cola Com-
pany working in Armenia has taken the
country’s anti-trust body to court, con-
sidering its latest decision to impose a
fine on it groundless.

The State Commissionfor the Pro-
tection of Economic Competition
(SCPEC) last week issued a statement,
claiming that a recent examination con-
ducted on the basis of a complaint filed
by the Jermuk International Pepsi Cola
Bottler Armenia company revealed that
Coca-Cola obstructed competitors en-
try into the market.

Coca-ColaHellenicBottling Com-
pany Armenia disagreed with the con-
clusion, at the same time pointing out
inadequacies in the administrative pro-
cedures.

The SCPEC, meanwhile, insists
that through discounts and other offers
of favorable conditions Coca-Cola has
compelled dozens of stores to sell only
its products, for example, by providing
shop owners with company-made retail
fridges free of charge, saving them the
need to incur additional expenses for
purchasing or renting refrigerators. It
saysthe Coca-Cocabottler prohibitsthe
use of the facilities for keeping other
beverages, warning that otherwise it
could apply certain strict measures.

Asaresult the SCPEC decided to
fineCoca-Cola50million AMD (or about
$100,000) for the aleged abuse of its
dominant position on the market.

Coca-Colarepresentativesrefused
to give comments to RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian Service (Azatutyun.am), sayingthat

they did not find it expedient at the stage
of litigation.

Economist Vahagn Khachatrian
notes the timing of the SCPEC's state-
ment on Coca-Cola that comes shortly
after the commission’s head Artak
Shaboyan was pressed by the media to
answer why the prices of petrol and
bananas in Armenia were considerably
higher than those in Russia, with which
Armenia now has a common customs
space, and even in Georgia. Shaboyan
could not provide any intelligent expla-
nation to that, he says.

“His [Shaboyan’ 5] is just another
government body that serves the inter-
ests of monopolies and solves no other
issue,” said Khachatrian, who is affili-
ated with the opposition Armenian Na-
tional Congress party. “Some problem
must have emerged. Coca-Cola must
have stepped down onto someone’ stoes
on the market and a decision was made
to punish it.”

According to the economigt, inter-
national organizationshavefor yearsbeen
raisingtheissueof monopoliesinArmenia,
but the Shaboyan-led body has continu-
oudly turned a blind eye to such issues.

“This commission does not fulfill
its task. Its activities are not aimed
against those holding a dominant posi-
tionin the market. On the contrary, they
ensure a dominant position [for compa-
nies|,” Khachatrian claimed.

The SCPEC routinely dismisses
criticism and accusations from some
expert circles and the opposition camp
about itsabusing itsfunctionsasan anti-
trust body.

military cooperation, the Azerbaijani
and Turkish armed forces have held

regular drills, featuring various tacti-
cal and combat tasks so far.
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Georgia State Senate Recognizes

Armenian Genocide

L-R: Martin Ngamije, Rwandan community of Atlanta, Har vey Rickles, President of
TheJewish Community Relationsof Atlanta, M elanieNelkin, Chair of TheGeorgia
Coalition to Prevent Genocide and Dr Vahan Kassabian, Georgia Chair of The
Armenian Assembly of America

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The
Georgia State Senate has adopted SR
991, a resolution “Recognizing the
month of April, 2016, as Genocide
Prevention and Awareness Month” in
Georgia, reported the Armenian As-
sembly of America (Assembly).

The resolution states that “when
coining the term 'genocide,” Raphael
Lemkin was moved to investigate the
forced assimilation, deportation, and
near eradication of the Armenian popu-
lation and other Christian communi-
ties, beginningin April, 1915, prompt-
ing Adolf Hitler to remark in 1939,
'Who after all, speaks today of the
annihilation of the Armenians?”

“It was an honor to meet and join
with members of the Georgia State
Senate today in recognizing April as
Genocide Awareness month,” stated
Dr. Vahan Kassabian, Armenian As-
sembly Georgia State Chair, who was
present at the capitol to witness the
bill’ s passage. " The resol ution had bi-
partisan support and we will continue
our efforts to broaden genocide rec-
ognition and humanrightseducationin
our school curriculum,” K assabian said.

The resolution goes on to refer-
ence the Holocaust of European Jews
during World War |l, as well as the
genocides in Cambodia, Bosnia, Iraq,
Rwanda, Sudan, and the current bru-
tality of the Islamic State (aka SIS/
ISIL/Daesh) in Syria and Iraq as out-
standing examples.

The bill recognizes the "contri-
butions of the Georgia Coalition to

Prevent Genocide” of which the As-
sembly is a member, as well as Am
Yisrael Chai, Eternal-Life Hemshech
of Holocaust Survivors, the Georgia
Commission on the Holocaust, the Jew-
ishCommunity RelationsCouncil (JCRC)
of Atlanta, the National Center for Civil
and Human Rights, the American Jewish
Committee (AJC) Atlanta Regional Of-
fice, and AJC's ACCESS Atlanta.

Last year, Dr. Kassabian spear-
headed the Armenian Genocide cen-
tennial commemoration of Atlanta,
which was held in conjunction with
theGeorgiaCoalitionto Prevent Geno-
cide, at the Breman Museum. Kassabian
was invited to speak to the JCRC-
Atlanta town-hall meeting in August
when a resolution was put forth rec-
ognizing the 1915 Armenian Geno-
cide. Two months later, the JCRC’s
national body, the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs (JCPA), adopted the
resolution, with support from chap-
tersin Boston, Palm Beach, and Provi-
dence, acknowledging the 100th anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide,
and called on Congress and the White
Houseto recognizethe Armenian Geno-
cide. " Thisisthefirsttimethat apolicy
position on the Armenian Genocide
has been adopted by the JCPA,” the
Assembly reported in November.

SR 991 was sponsored by State
Senators Elena Parent (D-GA-42),
David Shafer (R-GA-48), Renee
Unterman (R-GA-45), JoshuaM cK oon
(R-GA-29), Nan Orrock (D-GA-36),
and Harold Jones |1 (D-GA-22).

Turkish PM, Askale Mayor to be Sued

Continued frompagel

“HDP isin cooperation with Russia
like Armenian gangs; they open arep-
resentative agency in Moscow.”
Davutoglu’s racist statements were
brought to the parliament’ s agenda by
Garo Paylan. Moreover, Armeniaalso
reacted to those statements and Arme-
nian Minister of Interior Edward
Nalbandyan criticized Davutoglu by
saying “It is obvious that nothing
changed in the mentality of the gov-
erning elite of Turkey in a century.”
In Askaleprovinceof Erzurum, a
play was staged at the celebration cer-

emony of “the 98th anniversary of
Askale's liberation.” In this play, Ar-
menians portrayed as peoplewho burn
down mosqgues and locals killed the
Armenians. Speaking after the cer-
emony, Askale Mayor Enver Basaran
said: “I gratefully commemorate our
honorable ancestors who wiped the
Armenians off. History of Armenian
people is full of blood and betrayal.
TheArmeniangangsarebetrayal orga-
nizations and their hatred against this
land and noble Turkish nation has no
end. Now, these Armenian gangs have
been performing separatist activities
with PKK.”

Armenian St. Mary Church in Sinjar
Completely Destroyed by ISIS

kept the sacred place under control.

of the church.

State’ s invasion.

SINJAR, IRAQ (Tert.am) -- The St Mary Armenian church of Sinjar
(northern Irag) has been totally destroyed by Islamic State (1S) militantswho

Citing its sources from Erbil (capital of Iragi Kurdistan), the local
Armenian website Arevelk (East) reports that scores of skeletons thought to
have bel onged to residents of the region were recently found in thevicinities

The Armenian population of Sinjar left the province after the Islamic

Sinjar is considered the main center of the Yezidi community of Iraqg.

Analyzing the History:

French-Armenian Scholar Raymond

Gevorkian Holds Lecture on Genocide Study

By Sara Khojoyan
(ArmeniaNow)

A country cannot beanationif it
does not know its past and has not
analyzedit. Withthesewordsrenowned
French-Armenian historian Raymond
KevorkianopenedhislectureinY erevan
on Wednesday evening.

The lecture entitled “ Analyze the
History and Build the Future. The Ex-
ample of Genocide Studies’ was orga-
nized by the Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union (AGBU) and hosted in its
headquartersin the Armenian capital.

Kevorkian, 63, is the director of
Nubarian Library in Parisand editor of
d’ Histoire arménienne contemporaine
journal. Heisalso aforeign member of
the Armenian National Academy of
Sciences.

Taking a view on history from a
political and cultural perspective,
Kevorkianpresented totheaudiencehis
vision of challenges and opportunities
in the process of international recogni-
tion of the Armenian Genocide.

“The problem that Armenia and
Armenians have with the Turkish Re-
public is very complex. There is an
issue of national security for Armenia.
Armeniadoes not have enough instru-
ments to resist this state [Turkey],
which doesn’t have a bad standing on
the international diplomatic stage to-
day,” he said.

According to the historian, who
in 2015 received the L egion of Honor,
the highest decoration in France, the
only trump card that Armeniahasisto
study the genocide and through that to
setinternational platformsagainst Tur-
key. Showing that all crimes in the
world have similarities, that the cause
of the Second World War wasthe First

World War, the historian drew paral-
lel sbetween thecurrent Turkish policy
towards Kurdsand the policiescarried
out against Armenians in Ottoman
Turkey a century ago.

“The only difference is that to-
day there is no international war and
for this reason there is alower risk of
genocide,” hesaid, adding that therole
of the Kurdish factor will receive sig-
nificant attentionin Europeinthecom-
ing years. However, the historian does
not expect Armeniansto beabletotake
advantage of this situation in any way
because “they do not have any cards.”

Addressing the involvement of
Germany in the genocide, Kevorkian
said that this country has certain obli-
gationsto Armenia.

According to the historian’s in-
formation, data have emerged in re-
cent years whose study may be useful
for the Armeniandiplomacy inorder to
talk in a more demanding language
with Germany.

“In other words, speaking not in
diplomatic terms, Germany has some
wrong against us to redress,” he said.

The French-Armenian scholar
believesit is better to speak about the
Genocide in the language of well re-
searched facts, for example, passing
from demands for the protection of
historical and cultural values to their
return. Kevorkian believesthat setting
demands is only meaningful if you
have some “winning cards’.

“If you can win without using
the word Genocide, then you should
start with it,” said Kevorkian, adding
that if 40-50 scholars make aresearch
on Armenian heritage in Turkey, in a
few yearsit will be possibleto draw a
map of the Armenian property and
riches in Western Armenia.

WWW.Mmassi spost.com
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Tufts University Armenian Genocide

Commemoration to Feature Lecture

by Marc Mamigonian

BELMONT, MA -- Tufts Uni-
versity, the Darakjian-Jafarian Chair
in Armenian History, the Depart-
ment of History, the Armenian Club
at TuftsUniversity, and the National
Association for Armenian Studies
and Research (NAASR) will sponsor
the Commemoration of the Arme-
nian Genocide at Tufts on Wednes-
day, April 6, 2016, at 7:00 p.m. The
Tufts event will feature a lecture by
Marc A. Mamigonian, Director of
Academic Affairs at NAASR, en-
titled“ Scholarship andthe Armenian
Genocide: The State of the Art and
the State of Denial.” The evening
will be hosted by Ina Baghdiantz
McCabe, Professor of History and
Darakjian-Jafarian Chair of Arme-
nian History at TuftsUniversity. The
commemoration and lecturewill take
place in Goddard Chapel on Tufts'
Medford, MA, campus. A reception
will follow in the Coolidge Roomin
nearby BallouHall.

The past two decades have wit-
nessed a dramatic increase in the
guantity and quality of scholarship
on the Armenian Genocide, with a
significant number of important
works of documentation and inter-
pretation. The development of ever-
increasingly compelling scholarly
works has been paralleled by the
evolution of traditional strategies of
denial practiced since World War |
and advanced during the Cold War
era. While scholars have moved be-
yond simplistic questions of whether
or not what occurred was a geno-
cide, like tobacco industry lobbyists
of the 1950s or today’s so-called
global warming skeptics, apologists
for the “Turkish position” labor to
construct denialism as a legitimate
intellectual positionwithinahistori-
cal debate through the publication of
ostensibly scholarly publicationsand
presentations. Such manufactured
controversy is a time-tested and of-
ten effective method of means of
generating academic credibility.

This lecture will offer an over-
view of the current state of the art in

Armenian Genocidescholarshipaswell
briefly survey the development of Ar-
menian Genocide denial and focus on
more recent refinements and the pen-
etration of denial into American
academia, with an emphasis on the
fundamental challenges of denialism,
debate, and the quest for intellectual
integrity.

Marc A. Mamigonian has served
as NAASR’s Director of Academic
Affairs since 2009, having from 1998
to 2008 acted as the organization's
Director of Programs and Publica-
tions. An alumnus of the University of
New Hampshire (BA, 1990) and Tufts
University (MA, 1992), Mamigonianis
the editor of the book The Armenians
of New England and the Journal of
Armenian Studies, andisthe co-author
of annotated editions of James Joyce's
A Portrait of the ArtistasaY oung Man
and Ulysses published by Alma Clas-
sicsin the United Kingdom. His most
recent publication, “ Academic Denial
of the Armenian Genocidein American
Scholarship: Denialism as Manufac-
tured Controversy,” appeared in the
journal Genocide Studies|nternational
in 2015.

More information about the lec-
ture is available by calling 617-489-
1610, e-mailinghg@naasr.org, or writ-
ing to NAASR, 395 Concord Ave.,
Belmont, MA 02478; or by contacting
Prof. McCabe at
ina.mccabe@tufts.edu.

Lark Musical Society Presents Bach's
St. Matthew Passion at Glendale Methodist

GLENDALE -- As the Lenten
Season of 2016 crescendos, the Lark
Musical Society, in partnership with
the Armenian Missionary Associa-
tion of America, will perform Johann
Sebastian Bach's St. Matthew Pas-
sion under the direction of Maestro
Vatsche Barsoumian on Sunday,
March 13, at the Glendale M ethodi st
Church in Glendale, 401 E. Broad-
way, Glendale, CA.

Maestro Barsoumian, in this
major endeavor, will lead two choirs,
two orchestras, a children's choir,
and featured soloists, hand picked
by the Maestro, to perform in the
church's magnificent sanctuary. St
Matthew Passion, set on the passion
story described in the Gospel of
Matthew (chapters 26 and 27) is the

second of two Passion settings by
Bach (the first being St. John Pas-
sion) that have survived in their en-
tirety, and wasfirst performed nearly
300 years ago in Leipzig, Germany
on Good Friday, April 11, 1727.1tis
widely regarded as one of the mas-
terpieces of classical sacred music.
Translations will be shown, and a
Lenten meal will be provided at in-
termission.

Tickets can be purchased at
www.itsmyseat.com/lark and infor-
mation may be obtained by calling
the Lark office at 818-500-9997.
Sponsors, at $250, $500, $1,000,
$2500, $5,000, and $10,000 levels,
will receive complimentary tickets
and preferred seating. General seat-
ing is available at $50.
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Armenian Engineers and Scientists of
America Install New 2016 Council

GLENDALE-Atitsgeneral mem-
bership meeting on January 19, 2016,
the Armenian Engineers and Scien-
tists of America (AESA) introduced
itsnew council for theyear 2016. The
new Executive Board consists of the
following individuals: Razmik D.

Gharakhanian President, Vrej
Agaganian, Vice President, Marina
Guevrekian Ph.D., Past President, Ri-
chard K. Ohanian, Executive Secre-
tary and Zirair K. Tourgoutian as
Treasurer. The Councilors at large
are: Aram Setian (NY/NJ), Arin Abed,
Shantal Der-Boghosian, Vazgen
Ghoogassian, Christ Kirikian, John
E. Shirgian (Vice President Elect),
Krikor Tasmgjian, Aram Ter-Martirosyan,
and Eric Y esayan.

The outgoing president, Dr. Ma-
rinaGuevrekianreported onlastyear’'s
activities and achievements of the
organization.AESA had a very suc-
cessful year intermsof itsactivitiesas
well as financially. All the activities
and initiatives which were planned at
the beginning of the year were accom-
plished. The to create a bridge be-
tween memberswho are establishedin
their career and the young profession-
alsof our organization. The Computer
Committee was revived and the new
Website/ IT committee took upon the
new design of organization’s website,
which will become operational in the
first quarter of 2016 with various
functionalities to be added in subse-

quent releases. The Strategic Games
Initiative was started by providing the
local Armenian schools with strategic
board games to improve students’
alertness, concentration power, multi-
step planning skills, memory power,
patience, and observation power.

In conjunction with the new ini-
tiatives, all other AESA projects con-
tinued. The fourteenth Science Olym-
piad was successfully held. Ten lec-
tures on various scientific and com-
munity related subjects were orga-
nized. Several joint projects were un-
dertaken such as collaboration with
AESA NY/NJsectionfor their projects
with American University of Armenia
(AUA),NUACA).The Venture Arme-
nia project started its collaboration
with the Fund for Armenian Relief
organization to enable young Arme-
nian professionals’ participation in
business opportunities as well as cul-
tural activitiesin Armenia.

Dr. Guevrekian then introduced
the incoming President Razmik
Gharakhanian. Mr. Gharakhanian
shared his plans and goals for the
upcoming year. Mr. Gharakhanian in
his presentation suggested and of-
fered a vision for AESA for the next
3-5 years. A vision that shall engulf
AESA wholely within the southern
California Armenian community and
opendoorsto collaboration with other
non-Armenian minority engineering
organizations.

Turkish Intelligence Agency

Continued frompagel

nity VolunteersFoundationtobeusedin
educational activities; to Getronagan
Armenian High School for the purpose
of supporting the continuation of Arme-
nian culture and education of the Arme-
nian language in Turkey; and to the
Gedikpasa Armenian Protestant Church
to support educational activitiesfor Ar-
menian immigrant children in Turkey,”
the confidential document states.

Dink was shot by 17-year-old
Ogtin Samast on Jan. 19, 2007 in front
of the office of Agos weekly, where
Dink was the editor-in-chief. Samast
had links to ultranationalist organiza-
tions. Samast was given a 22-year
prison sentence, while another sus-
pect, Yasin Hayal, was sentenced to
life in prison for inciting Samast to
commit murder.

A retrial beganin September 2014
at thelstanbul 5th High Criminal Court
after the Supreme Court of Appealsin

May 2013 overturned a lower court's
ruling that acquitted the suspectsinthe
case of charges of forming a terrorist
organization. This decision paved the
way for the trial of tens of public
officials on charges of voluntary man-
slaughter.

In December 2015 the Istanbul
Chief Public Prosecutor's Office ac-
cepted an indictment against anumber
of public officials on charges of negli-
gence and misconduct in the Dink
murder. Previously, the I stanbul Chief
Prosecutor's Office twice returned the
indictment to prosecutor Gokal p Kokcd,
who is overseeing the investigation,
allegedly for including the names of
pro-government police officersassus-
pects, such as National Police Depart-
ment Police Chief Engin Ding, and
demanding a prison sentence of up to
25 years for him.

Din¢wasthe head of the Trabzon
Police Department's intelligence unit
at the time of the murder.
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~ For more Information & Tickets,Conta

Abril Bookstore (8158)243-4
Sardarabad Bookstore (818)
Berj Bookstore (818)244-

In Collaboration with

Pan Armenian ﬂrgani?atilyM”
™y

Presents

Hwns Clink Cratoric

Dedicated to the Legacy of Hrant Dink

Guest of Honor

Rakel Dink

Composer : Majag Toshigian

Lyricist : Berouhi Berbe

snian Choit

Soloists
\S'ﬂl,amna éhlnmna
Alenoush Yeghnazar Nadima Avakian Ra

Ambassador Auditorit
131 8. Saint John A
Pasadena, CA 911(

or
bolsahye 197 6@gmai
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