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Presidents of Russia and Armenia Discuss

Economics, Regional Issues During

Moscow Meeting

MOSCOW - Russian president
Vladimir Putinmetwith Armenianpresi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian in Moscow today.

Duringtheir meeting thetwolead-
ers reportedly discussed key issues of
Russian-Armenian cooperation, pros-
pects of integration processes in the
Eurasian space and the Nagorno-
Karabakh settlement. I ssues related to
the cooperation of two countries in
trade and economic, investment, en-
ergy, humanitarian and other spheres
were also discussed.

Both presidents expressed satis-
faction with the “successful develop-
ment” of Armenian-Russian relations,
with Putin defining them as “strategic
partnership”.

Putin and Sarkisian dwelled on
the fact that Armenia currently holds
the rotating presidency in the CSTO.
“It is this organization that is respon-
sible for security issues, for fighting
terrorism and organized crime and for
calm on our borders,” Putin empha-
sizedinremarksreported by the Krem-
lin press service aswell as Sarkisian’s
official website.

Sarkisian, for his part, said that

Armenia, as the currently presiding
country, “pays great attention to the
implementation of the decisions made
at the September and December sum-
mits of the CSTO.”

“We are, of course, concerned
over the situation in the regions adja-
cent to the zone of CSTO responsibil-
ity. Like | said during the December
session [of the CSTQ] and in my other
speeches, | once again openly declare
that we firmly support Russia in the
Syrian issue. And, of course, we wel-
come the agreement that you have
reached with the United States on the
cessation of hostilities[in Syria], which
may become a key to the political
solutiontotheproblem,” the Armenian
president stated.

Sarkisian also thanked Putin for
Russian effortson finding asolutionto
the Armenian-Azerbaijani conflict over
Nagorno-Karabakh. “Weremain com-
mitted to a peaceful resolution of this
conflict,” he emphasized.

During today’s meeting with
Putin, Sarkisian spoke about “full mu-

Continued on page4

U.S. House of Representatives Condemns
Genocide Committed By ISIS Against
Christians and Other Religious Minorities

WASHINGTON, D.C. —the US
House of Representativesunanimously
passed a resolution on Monday con-
demning the atrocities committed by
ISIS as genocide against Christian,
Y ezidi, and other religious and ethnic
minoritiesin Iraq and Syria.

Spearheaded by the House Cau-
cus for Religious Minorities in the
Middle East Co-Chairs, Representa-
tives Jeff Fortenberry (R-NE) and Anna
Eshoo (D-CA), H.Con.Res.75garnered
the bipartisan support of 213 cospon-
sors.

Upon passage in the House,
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) issued the
following statement “What is happen-
ing in lraq and Syria is a deliberate,

systematic targeting of religious and
ethnic minorities. Today, the House
unanimously voted to call ISIS's
atrocities what they are: a genocide.
We also will continue to offer our
prayers for the persecuted.” The
Speaker’s office also posted the fol-
lowing image on its website:

During the Armenian Assembly
of America s(Assembly) meetingwith
House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) this
month, Assembly Executive Director
Bryan Ardouny recalled Ryan's in-
volvement with the Armenian Ameri-
can community when he emceed the
Assembly’s 2009 National Advocacy

Continued on page4

S.D. Hunchakian Party Meets with US
Ambassador to Armenia, Richard M. Mills, Jr.

GLENDALE, CA —A delegation
of the Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party (S.D.H.P), Western Region of
the U.S. Executive Committee headed
by Chairman Mr. Krikor Khodanian
along with members of the Armenian
Council of America(A.C.A.), metwith
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia, Richard
M. Mills, Jr., on March 9, 2016, and
discussed key issues affecting Arme-
nians in the Homeland and Diaspora.

Mr. Khodanian introduced the
party’s stance on various issues in
Armenia, including support for amore
transparent government, aswell asthe
S.D.H.P.’s activities and influence in
Armenia and abroad. Discussing the
activitiesand missionof A.C.A., Chair-

man Sevak Khatchadorian provided a
synopsis of the goals A.C.A. istrying
toachieveinthe United Statesin order
to help the Armenian citizenry abroad.

During the hour-long meeting,
wide ranging topics were discussed,
with primary emphasis being placed
on the current state of affairs in the
Republicof Armenia, relationsbetween
Armeniaand the United States, human
rights issues, judiciary reform, free
elections, freedom of the press and the
Syrian refugee crisis, as well as U.S.
AID programs aimed at Armenia’s
economic competitiveness, promoting
civic participation and access to a

Continued on page4

European Body Scrutinizing
Armenian Election Bill

YEREVAN -- Legal expertsfrom
the Council of Europemet withleaders
of Armenia’ s parliamentary partieson
Tuesday to discuss new legislation
that could greatly influence the out-
come of next year’s Armenian parlia-
mentary elections.

The new Electoral Code drafted
by the Armenian government and sub-
mitted to the council’s Venice Com-
mission late last month has prompted
serious concerns from opposition and
civic groups. They point to the
government’s continuing rejection of
major safeguards against vote rigging
that have long been championed by
critics of President Serzh Sarkisian.

Oneof those safeguardsistheidea
of publicizing the names of voters who
participated in an election. This, its ad-
vocates say, would preclude or at least
exposemultipleillegal voting by govern-
mentloyalists, whichwasallegedly wide-
spread in national elections held in the
country over the past decade.

The Sarkisian administration and
theruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK) have for years opposed the
idea, saying that it would breach the

constitutionally guaranteed secrecy of
ballots. The Venice Commission has
also spoken out against it in the past.

The issue topped the agenda of
meetings held by the visiting Venice
Commission experts with leaders of
the opposition minority in the Arme-
nian parliament as well as prominent
civil rights campaigners. The latter
suggested on Tuesday that the Euro-
pean experts no longer object to the
proposed safeguard.

“They did not object to the publica-
tion of lists,” said Sona Ayvazian of the
Armenian branch of Transparency Inter-
national, who met the experts along with
other civic activists late on Monday.

“In Armenia, there is social de-
mand for the publication of those lists
and everyonerealizesthat voterigging
stems, in large measure, from multiple
voting,” Ayvazian told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am).

The opposition leaders also
voiced other concerns regarding the
draft Electoral Code.

TheVeniceCommissionwill evalu-
ate the code in a report expected to be
released later this month or early next.
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Independence and Sovereignty of Artsakh

Irreversible Realities

STEPANAKERT
(Armradio) -- Ashot Ghulyan,
President of the National As-
sembly of theNagornoK arabakh
Republic, sent a message to
David Ralston, Speaker of
Georgia's House of Represen-
tatives, for adoption of aresolu-
tion recognizing Artsakh. Let-
ters were also sent to the co-
authors of the resolution.

“The independence and
sovereignty of Artsakhareirreversible
realities based on democratic values.
Democracy isthe pillar of security of
the people of Artsakh,” Mr. Ghulyan
said.

“The appreciation of Nagorno
Karabakh Republic’'s aspirations to
create a democratic state and the suc-

cess achieved on that route by our
colleaguesin the Georgian Parliament
is important to us,” the Speaker
stressed in the letters.

On March 3 the State of Georgia
adopted H.R. 1580, resolution honor-
ing and recognizing the Nagorno
Karabakh Republic.

Four Exceptional Humanitarians Chosen as

Finalists for Aurora Prize

AURDRA PRIZE

NEW Y ORK — TheAuroraPrize
Selection Committee announced the
four AuroraPrizefinalistsasMarguer-
ite Barankitse, from Maison Shalom
and REMA Hospital in Burundi; Dr.
Tom Catena, from Mother of Mercy
Hospital in the Nuba Mountains of
Sudan; Syeda Ghulam Fatima, the
General Secretary of the Bonded La-
bor Liberation Front in Pakistan; and
Father BernardKinvi, aCatholic priest
in Bossemptele in the Central African
Republic.

The AuroraPrizefor Awakening
Humanity is a new global award that
will be given annually to individuals
who put themselves at risk to enable
others to survive. Recipients will be
recognized for the exceptional impact
their actions have made on preserving
human life and advancing humanitar-
ian causes, having overcome signifi-
cant challenges along the way. One of
the four finalists, the ultimate Aurora
Prize Laureate, will receive a grant of
US$100,000 and the chance to con-
tinuethecycleof giving by nominating
organizations that inspired his or her
work for a US$1 million award.

The AuroraPrize was created by
the co-founders of 100 LIVES, a pio-
neering global initiative seeking to ex-
press gratitude to those who put them-
selves at risk to save Armenians from
the Genocide one hundred years ago.
On behalf of the survivors of the Ar-
menian Genocide, the annual Aurora
Prize aims to raise public conscious-

AURCRA PRIZE

AUROREA PRIZE
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ness about atrocities occurring around
theworld and reward those working to
address those issues in a real and
substantial manner.

“All four finalists are being rec-
ognized because they have found the
courage to fight against injustice and
violence inflicted upon those most
vulnerableintheir societies,” said 100
LIVES Co-Founder and Aurora Prize
Selection Committee Member Vartan
Gregorian. “We created the Aurora
Prize not just to honor, but to support
the unsung heroes who reclaim hu-
manity and stand up to such oppres-
sion and injustice. One hundred years
ago, strangers stood up against perse-
cution on behalf of our ancestors, and
today we thank them by recognizing
those who act in the same spirit in the
face of modern atrocities.”

The Finalists

Marguerite Barankitse, from
Maison Shalomand REMA Hospital in
Burundi, saved thousands of lives and
cared for orphans and refugees during
the years of civil war in Burundi.

Dr. Tom Catena is the sole doc-
tor at Mother of Mercy Hospital inthe
NubaMountainsin Sudan. An Ameri-
can physician, Dr. Catena is the only
doctor permanently based near the
country’s border with South Sudan.

SyedaGhulam Fatimahasworked
tirelessly to eradicate bonded labor,

Continued on page3
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Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan’s Mother
Appointed his Custodian by Turkish Court

ISTANBUL (Armradio) -- Turk-
ish court’s decision to appoint the
mother of ailing Armenian Patriarch
Mesrob Il as his custodian, has re-
vived the long-standing debate over
his potential successor, Daily Sabah
reports.

WhilethePatriarchatein Turkey,
headed by acting patriarch Aram
Atesyan, insists on keeping Mutafyan
as its leader, some prominent mem-
bers of the Armenian community have
repeatedly called for the election of a
new patriarch.

Incumbent Patriarch Mesrob 11
has been in a vegetative state since
2008, after being diagnosed with de-
mentia. Several plaintiffs havefiled a
lawsuit for appointment of acustodian
for the patriarch in his absence, while
Tatyos Bebek, a prominent figure in
the Armenian community who was
one of the co-plaintiffs, has sought a
court order to that extent so that a new
patriarch can be el ected when the court
officially recognizesthepatriarch can-
not fulfill his duties anymore. An
I stanbul court on Wednesday appointed
the patriarch’s 78-year-old mother,
Mari Mutafyan, as his custodian. She
will be eligible for representation of
her son by the court order.

Atesyan, who had reportedly
pledged that an election would be held
in 2014, though the council of bishops
failed to reach a consensus on an
election, was seeking arejection of the
lawsuit by the court. He still has the
option of appeal to the court’s ruling.

The patriarch acts both as areli-
gious leader and a leader of Turkey’s
ethnic Armenian community concen-
trated in Istanbul, as the patriarchate
also runs several non-profit organiza-
tions.

Bedros Sirinoglu, president of
the Armenian community’s Y edikule
Surp Pirgi¢ Hospital Foundation and a
proponent of the election of a new
patriarch, told Agos daily that the ap-
pointment of a custodian is a legal
testament to the end of Patriarch
Mesrob |1’ srule. Pointingtoadividein
the community amid those supporting
the election and those opposing it,
Sirinoglu said acontinued dividewould
harm the community and electing a
new patriarch instead of an “acting”
one would help the community “to
recover.”

Turkish law bans the election of
anew patriarch while his predecessor
is alive. A patriarchal election is re-
quired to be held by the synod, and the
synod has to apply to the Interior
Ministry after approving the election.
The government ruled out an election
of a new patriarch, but a group of
Armenians filed a lawsuit for the re-
moval of the regulations blocking the
election. The legal processis still un-
derway.

The Armenian patriarchate was
established in Istanbul after the city’s
conquest by the Ottoman Empire, and
oversees Armenian churches through-
out the country.

AMAA Meets with U.S. Ambassador

to Armenia

GLENDALE,
CA — On Tuesday,
March 8, 2016,
AMAA representa-
tives attended a
meeting with cur-
rent U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Armenia, Mr.
RichardM. MillsJr.

Accompanied
by Mr. Jeffrey
Paretchan, USAID
Regional Alliance
Contact for Europe
& Eurasia, the
March 8th meeting at the Brand Li-
brary and Arts Center in Glendale,
CA was one in a series of Ambassa-
dor Mills’ meetingswith variousrep-
resentativesof the Armenian-Ameri-
can community around the country.

AMAA representatives in atten-
dance were: Dr. Nazareth Darakjian,
AMAA Board President, Dr. H. Steven
Aharonian, former AMAA Board Presi-
dent, ZavenK hanjian, AMAA Executive
Director/CEOandLevonFilian, AMAA
West Coast Executive Director.

The Ambassador shared plans
and priorities for the advancement of
the country. He was also interested to

|earn moreabout AMAA' sglobal min-
istry, especially in Armenia.

Among topics discussed were
current events in Armenia, security
matters, influx of Armeniansfromwar
torn Syria, freedom of speech and
religion, plansfor astronger economy,
and expand help to residents of bor-
dering villages of Armenia.

The AMAA welcomes the new
U.S. Ambassador, Mr. Millsto Arme-
nia, wishes him great success, and
thanks him for his keen interest in
hel ping our Homeland with the partici-
pation of the Armenian leadership in
the Diaspora.
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Experts Volunteer to Save Armenian, Greek

Heritage in Turkey

ISTANBUL (PanArmenian.net) -
An exciting new project to protect
Turkey’s non-Muslim architectural
heritage is bringing together volun-
teers from Turkey, Greece and Arme-
nia, Anadolu Agency reports. Well over
a hundred at-risk churches, schools,
monasteries and synagogues will be
logged and catal ogued by expertsfrom
the three nations.

Theprojectisbeing organized by
the Association for the Protection of
Cultural Heritage, as well as Anadolu
Culture — two initiatives that support
different communities in Turkey. Ar-
chitects, art historians and engineers
havecometogethertoreview Turkey’s
Greek, Armenian and Jewish heritage.

Speaking to Anadolu Agency,
project coordinator Cagla Parlak said
that they aimed to reach an estimated
140 structures across Turkey, cur-
rently at risk. There are only a couple
of people who could be called experts
on Armenian art history, she said,
pointing to a lack of expertise on art
history surrounding restoration
projects in Turkey. The group will
document findings from their visits to
sites in seven regions across Turkey,
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The Calouste Gulbenkian Translation Series
Titles Selected and Call for Translators

including the province of Kayseri, the
southern region of Adana and Aegean
Izmir.

Financed by the U.S. embassy in
Ankara, the project took a year to
cometogether and ran parallel withthe
foundation of the association in 2014.
The project has revealed its first re-
sults by publishing a book called
“Kayseri: WithItsArmenianand Greek
Cultural Heritage” in February.

The Armenian population in the
city was around 15,000 in late 19th
century, the book states. Today only
oneArmenian livesthere, according to
local media.

The group usesaninventory pre-
pared by thel stanbul-based Hrant Dink
Foundation, registration decisions by
local heritage Protection Boards and
literature reviews, Parlak said. The
foundation worked for more than two
years making an inventory to gather
information about Turkey’s cultural
heritage. It found out about more than
10,000 monuments across Turkey.
According to the research, there are
4,600 Armenian, 4,100 Greek, 650
Assyrian and 300 Jewish structures
across the country.

100 LIVES and ICF]J Establish Award
for Integrity in Journalism

YEREVAN - 100 LIVESand the
International Center for Journalists
(ICFJ) announce the creation of an
award to recognize courageous re-
porters who bring humanitarian crises
to the world’ s attention.

The ICFJ Award for Integrity in
Journalism in partnership with the
AuroraPrize, will bepresented at a100
LIVES ceremony on April 24 in
Yerevan, Armenia. 100 LIVES is an
organization that celebrates those who
helped Armeniansduring the genocide
one hundred years ago and supports
people and organizations that keep the
legacy of gratitude alive.

100LIVESwill alsogiveitsinau-
gural AuroraPrizefor Awakening Hu-
manity to honor heroes who continue
the spirit of responsibility and com-
passiontoday. |CFIwill join100LIVES
and Aurora Prize Co-Chair George
Clooney to announce the recipient of
the journalism award in Y erevan.

“l cannot overstate the impact
that journalism can have on illuminat-
ing and alleviating human suffering,”

says 100 LIVES co-founder Ruben
Vardanyan. “ At the time of the Arme-
nian Genocide, sustained commitment
and coverage by international journal -
ists helped spur others to act and
intervene. Today, we see that commit-
ment continue in places like Syria,
Sudan and other war zones around the
world.”

In that same spirit, the ICFJ
Award for Integrity in Journalism will
begiventoajournalist who shedslight
on important humanitarian issues in
difficult environments. The recipient
demonstrates unparalleled courage in
covering the plight of imperiled com-
munities and unwavering commitment
to integrity, freedom and justice. The
coverage inspires othersto take action
to save lives.

“ICFJ is honored to work with
100 LIVES to emphasize the crucia
role journalists play in telling the sto-
ries of persecution in hot spots around
theworld,” says |CFJ President Joyce
Barnathan. “We're delighted to recog-
nizejournalistsinthismeaningful way.”

WWW.Massi Spost.com

FUNDACAO
CALOUSTE
GULBENKIAN

ANOS

LISBON -- The Armenian Com-
munities Department of the Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation has embarked
on The Calouste Gulbenkian Transla-
tion Series which will make seminal
texts in the humanities and the social
sciencesavailablein Armenian, aswell
assignificant Armeniantextsavailable
in other languages. At this stage, we
are happy to announcethelist of books
which will be translated from foreign
languages into Armenian, and to call
for potential translatorsto submit their
interest to us. Through these transla-
tions, we are aiming to advance intel-
lectual discoursein Armenian, and to
contribute to the development of the
Armenian language. Thefollowing 12
texts will be translated in the first
instance:

1- Giorgio Agamben, Quel che
resta di Auschwitz. L’archivio e il
testimone (Homo sacer 111).

2- Hannah Arendt, The Origins
of Totalitarianism.

3- Alain Badiou, Le Siécle.

4- Judith Butler, Ernesto Laclau
and Slavoj Zizek, Contingency, Hege-
mony, Universality: Contemporary Dia-
logues on the Left.

5- Simone de Beauvoir, Le
deuxiéme sexe.

6- Gilles Deleuze, Différence et
répétition.

7- Jacques Derrida, L’ écriture et
la différence.

8- Michel
L’ archéologie du savoir.

9 -Antonio Gramsci, Quaderni
del carcere ( selezioni ).

10- Jurgen Habermas,
Strukturwandel der Offentlichkeit.

11- Jean-Francois Lyotard, In-
structions Paiennes; and La condition
postmoderne.

12- Edward Said, Orientalism.

The abovetextswere selected by
an international advisory committee
comprised of Shushan Avagyan,
Vardan Azatyan, Hagop Gulludjian,

Foucault,

Smbat Hovhannisyan, Armine
Ishkanian, Raymond Kevorkian,
Ardashes Margosyan and Ara Sanjian.
They worked closely with Razmik
Panossian, the Director of the Arme-
nian CommunitiesDepartment, and Ani
Garmiryan, the Department’s Senior
Programme Officer.

Through this Call, we are seek-
ing to select translatorsfor this Series,
and to augment our pool of qualified
translators. We ask potential transla-
tors to contact us only if they wish to
translate title(s) from the list above,
from the original language into Arme-
nian (Western or Eastern).

Responses should be sent to the
Armenian CommunitiesDepartment by
5 April 2016, to the following email
address carmenias@gulbenkian.pt
and clearly indicate in the subject line
“Translation Series, Call for Transla-
tors.” The application should be com-
prised of thefollowing mandatory docu-
ments:

Mandatory Documents:

- An up-to-date Curriculum Vi-
tae, with applicant’s contact informa-
tion (email, telephone, address).

- The title(s) from the above list
which the translator is interested in
translating.

- A sample of previous transla-
tion work, from the original language
of the books above (i.e. Italian, En-
glish, French and German) into Arme-
nian (at least 20 pages).

- Anindication of the translation
fee.

- Contact detail s of threereferees
(peers or supervisors).

- A one page cover letter stating
qgualifications and interest in translat-
ing the requested title(s).

Selected translators will be noti-
fied by mid-May 2016. Those who are
not notified will be put onareservelist
for future reference.

Four Exceptional Humanitarians

Continued from page?2

one of the last remaining forms of
modern slavery. Fatimais the general
secretary of the Bonded Labour Lib-
eration Front Pakistan (BLLF), which
has liberated thousands of Pakistani
workers.

Father Bernard Kinvi became a
priest at age 19, after losing his father
and four sistersto prolonged violence
and illness. Father Kinvi left hishome
country of Lome, Togo to
Bossemptele, a small town just inside
the border of the Central African Re-
public, to head a Catholic mission
which consisted of a school, church
and the Pope John Paul 11 Hospital.

From July to October 2015,
nominations were received from
around the world through a public

portal on www.auroraprize.com. Can-
didates were nominated for their self-
less work, from battling bonded |abor
to harboring refugees, to delivering
frontline care in conflict zones.

One of the four finalists will be
announced as the inaugural Aurora
Prize Laureate during a ceremony in
Y erevan, Armeniaon April 24, 2016.
Selection Committee Co-Chair George
Clooney will present the award. The
AuroraPrizefinalistswill becelebrated
aspart of aweekend of eventsbringing
together leading voicesin the humani-
tarianfield, including thelnternational
Center for Journalists, International
Rescue Committee and Not On Our
Waitch to discuss some of the most
pressing humanitarianissuestheworld
isfacingtoday, and acknowledgethose
confronting them.
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Dana Walrath's Armenian Genocide Book
Presentation at Burbank Public Library

BURBANK , CA -- Burbank Pub-
liclibrary Award-winningauthor Dana
Walrath, PhD, will be speaking on
Monday, April 4,2016. Theevent will
beheld at BuenaVistaLibrary, 300 N.
BuenaVista St., Burbank, CA 91505.

Dr. Walrath’s latest book, Like
Water on Stone (Delacorte/Random
House, 2014), isanovel in verse about
the Armenian genocide of 1915. This
absorbing novel tellsthe story of three
siblings who flee into the mountains,
hiding by day and running by night
when Ottoman pashasimplement their
planstoeliminateall Armenians. Lyri-
cal language and musical threadswrap
the description of the Armenian geno-
cide in anote of magical realism with
Ardziv, an eagle, describing theyoung
sibling’s escape. Dr. Walrath will
speak about her experiencesin Arme-
nia as a Fulbright Scholar, her travels
to Western Armeniain 1984, and how
thesejourneysinfluenced “ Like Water
on Stone” and continue to affect her
life. Blending an anthropological tool
kit with excerpts from this novel, Dr.
Walrath will explore why stories, es-

LikeHhiter
on Qi
)one

DANA WALRATH

pecially stories about phenomena sur-
rounded by denial, play acritical rolein
healing.

Admissionisfreeand opentothe
public. For additional information,
please contact Buena VistaBranch Li-
brary at 818-238-5625.

Dilijan Season XI: Concert 5

GLENDALE, CA -- World pre-
miere of Aria and Dance for saxo-
phone and string quartet by Armenia's
best known jazz musician, composer,
Armen Hyusnunts, highlights the
March20Dilijanprogram. Also, UCLA
Camarades conductorless string or-
chestra returns to perform an exciting
program of works by Bach, VillaLo-
bos, Mansurian, Carlson, and
Tchaikovsky's beloved Serenade for
String Orchestra. Performers include
soprano Shoushik Barsoumian, violin-
ists Movses Pogossian and Guillaume
Sutre, violist Ben Bartelt, and cellist

Antonio Lysy.

Dilijan Series’ 11th season fea-
tures a lineup of universally admired
artistsof international reputation, such
as violinists Guillaume Sutre and
Gabriela Diaz, violist Carrie Dennis,
cellists Clive Greensmith and Antonio
Lysy, clarinetist Michele Zukovsky,
pianists Sergei Babayan, Artur
Avanesov, and Armen Guzelimian,
among others. The Series will pre-
miere four new chamber works by
Sargsyan, Zohrabian, and Avanesov
bringing thetotal number of theDilijan
commissions to 38.

Presidents of Russia and Armenia

Continued frompagel

tual understandinginthepolitical, eco-
nomic, military-technical and humani-
tarian spheres.” “These relations are
developing very well,” he said.

Putin, on hispart, said: “ Of course,
there are also problems of objective
nature, | mean first of all our economic
cooperation, even though here we un-
derstand that on the whole we can be
satisfied with how we have built the
basis of our relations. | have no doubts
that basing on our joint decisions of
previous years we will be developing

[our relations] also in this direction.”

Thepriceof natural gasthat Arme-
nia receives from Russia is one of the
issues on the economic agenda of the
two countries. In January, Armenian
Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamian said
Armenia had asked Russia to cut the
price of natural gas delivered to the
country and hoped for a positive re-
sponse.

Gazprom, which supplies at |east
80 percent of Armenia’s gas, aready
lowered the price from $190 to $165 per
thousand cubic meters for Yerevan in
2015

March 19, 2016

Merdinian School to Dedicate
the New Bezjian Family Building

1 %Li_ £

SHERMAN OAKS, CA -- In
1982, the Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America (AMAA) and the
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
Americajointly founded the Armenian
Evangelical Schoolsof California, Inc.
In 1986, a generous donation from
Charlotte and Elise Merdinian sisters
enabledthe School to acquireitspresent
campus in Sherman Oaks, CA and the
School was renamed the Charlotte &
EliseMerdinian Armenian Evangelical
School.

In 2012, Mr. Albert and Mrs.
Terry Bezjian made a generous dona-
tion of onemillion dollarstothe School
for the purpose of replacing an old,
one story building on campus with a
new, two story building to meet the
ongoing needs of the School. The new
buildingwill housethelibrary, science
lab, art room, five classrooms, and an
office for the athletic coach and boys’
changing room. It is targeted for
completionin May 2016.

The dedication of the Bezjian

Family Building will take place during
the School’s 34th Anniversary Ban-
quet scheduled to be held on Sunday,
May 15 on the School’s premises.
AMAA Board members and support-
ers of Merdinian School are urged to
attend this gala event for an enjoyable
evening, good food and fellowship.

SDHP Meets with US Ambassador

Continued frompagel

wide range of media outlets.

The delegation voiced its con-
cerns with the slow progress of politi-
cal reformsin Armeniaand the lack of
economic equity in the country. The
delegation stressed that only system-
atic change and a paradigm shift in the
current political and economic culture
will bring about real change in the
areas of fair and just governance, so-
cial and economicjustice, and preemi-
nence of the rule of law. This para-
digm shift, in the del egation’ s point of
view starts with separation of powers,
specifically, the fundamental guaran-

tee of the independence of the judi-
ciary. Unfortunately, the current sys-
tem in Armenia desires much needed
reform. In that respect, the delegation
urged Ambassador Millsto continueto
urge upon the Armenian authorities,
the need to establish a political and
bureaucratic environment that is con-
ducive to social, political and eco-
nomic progress.

Thedelegation thanked Ambas-
sador Millsfor hiscontinuous stance
on ensuring that democratic ideals
are upheld in Armenia and offered
their support for any programs or
services that are available to Arme-
nian citizens.

U.S. House of Representatives

Continued frompagel

Conference & Banquet. They also dis-
cussed a range of critical issues, espe-
cially the importance of the resolution,
aswell asthe Assembly’ s support for it.

The bill was amended during con-
sideration by the House Foreign Affairs
Committee (HFAC) to include Arme-
nians as one of the Christian groups
persecuted by 1SIS. H.Con.Res.75 spe-
cifically identifies8 ethnicand religious
groups as follows. “Whereas the so-
called Islamic State of Irag and the
Levant (ISIL) and associated extremists
are committing egregious atrocities
against ethnicandreligiousminoritiesin
Irag and Syria, including Christians (in-

cluding Assyrian Chaldean Syriac, Ar-
menian, and Melkite communities,
among others), Yezidis, Turkmen,
Shabak, Sabaecan Mandeans, and Kaka'i,
among others.”

Atthe HFAC markup, Rep. Dave
Trott (R-M1) spoke of the importance
of thishill, highlighting hisfirst trip as
amember of Congressto Y erevan last
year to commemorate the centennial
of the Armenian Genocide. “I saw
firsthand how painful and somber the
memory of those atrocities are even
today,” Rep. Trott said. “We have
failed torecognizethe Armenian Geno-
cide and | urge my colleagues not to
make the same mistake again,” he
added.
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-GiorgioAgamben, Quel cheresta
di Auschwitz. L’ archivioeil testimone
(Homo sacer 111).

-Hannah Arendt, The Origins of
Totalitarianism.

-AlainBadiou, LeSi-cle.

-Judith Butler, Ernesto Laclau
and Slavoj Zizek, Contingency, Hege-
mony, Universality: Contemporary Dia-
logues on the Left.

-Simone de Beauvoir, Le deuxi-
me sexe.

-GillesDeleuze, Differenceet rep-
etition.

-JacquesDerrida, L’ ecritureetla
difference.

-Michel Foucault, L’ archeologie
du savoir.

-Antonio Gramsci, Quaderni del
carcere (selezioni).

-Jurgen Habermas,
Strukturwandel der Offentlichkeit.

-Jean-Francois Lyotard, Instruc-
tions Paiennes. au La condition
postmoderne.

-Edward Said, Orientalism.
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Yes, | wish to subscribeto Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (oneyear)

* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Over seas.
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1060 North Allen Ave Pasadena, CA 91104
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Sunday, April 10, 2016 at 4:00pm - lohn Wayne Performing Arts Center
Glendale Hlnh School, 1440 East Hrnad'lml. Glendale, Ca 91205
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6300 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles / Crescent Heights
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WWW.RALLYFORJUSTICE.ORG | 1(877)477-2539
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