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TICKETS

On the occasion of the
101st Commemaoration of the Armenian Genocide

ORGANIZATION OF ISTANBUL ARMENIANS

in coflaboration with
PAN ARMENIAN ORGANIZATIONS

HRANT DINK ORATORIO

Guest of Honor Rakel Dink

Composer: Majag Toshigian
Lyricist: Bercuhi Berberyan

PAN ARMENIAN CHOIR & ORCHESTRA
Artistic & Choir Director: STEPAN GOZUMIAN
Music Director: ARTASHES KARTALIAN

Soprano ALENOUSH YEGHNAZAR
Soprano NADIMA AVAKIAN
Tenor RAFFI KERBABIAN

Saturday, April 16, 2016 at 7:30pm
AMBASSADOR AUDITORIUM

131 5, Saint John Ave. Pasadena, CA 91105
For maore information & Tickets, Contact (818) 342-0110

www.itsmyseat.com

Abril Bookstore (818) 243-4112
Sardarabad Bookstore (818) 500-0790
Beri Booxstore (818) 244-3830

bolsahye1976@gmail.com

Soloists
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Azeris Retreat from Karabakh Frontlines After Suffering Heavy Casualties
Karabakh and Azerbaijan Agree on Bilateral Ceasefire

STEPANAKERT -- Nagorno-
Karabakh Army launched a counter-
offensive on Sunday regaining strate-
gic high ground, as heavy fighting
raged for three days between
Azerbaijani and Armenian forces.

In a statement issued on Sunday
morning, the army said its troops won
back a “tactically important” position
near the northern village of Talish.
“The enemy was pushed back, suffer-
ing considerable losses,” it claimed.
“Two soldiersfrom the Karabakh side
were wounded during the hostilities.”

“Karabakh forces are also con-
ducting successful operations at the
southern section of the frontline,” the
statement said, adding that they de-
stroyed three Azerbaijani tanks and
one armored personnel carrier there.
"The number of destroyed Azerbaijani
tankshasreached 15," Karabakh Army
spokesperson Senor Hasratiantold RFE/
RL's Armenian service.

Fightingon April 3wasdescribed
as fierce in the region's northeast and
along the southernmost section of the
“Line of Contact,” which effectively
serves as a front line separating the
opposing sides.

Twenty-nine Armenian soldiers
have been killed, 101 wounded as a
result of the clashesal ong the Nagorno
Karabakhlineof contact, Colonel Vic-
tor Arustamyan, Head of operative
department of theNKR Defense Army,
told a press conference on Tuesday.
He said that another 28 servicemen are
missing.

The Armenian side has lost 14
tanks, while the Azerbaijani side has
lost 24 tanks, 4 infantry fighting ve-
hicles, 2 helicopters, 12 drones and 1
Grad multiple launch rocket system.

The Defense Ministry also pre-
sented an interceped recodring of a
phoneconversation betweentwo Azeri
women, accoding to which the num-
ber of the casualtieson the A zerbaijani
side exceeds 2,000.

He said that the status quo that
existed before April 1 has been re-
stored, no Armenia positions or re-
gions are under Azerbaijani control.

Ceasefire Agreement

Karabakh and Azerbaijan have
agreed onabilateral ceasefirealongthe
line of contact, which came into force
at noon local time on April 5.

Senor Hasratyan, a spokesman
for the Nagorno-Karabakh Defense
Army, told Armenian media that the
cessation of hostilities followed suc-
cessful operations by the Armenian
military to regain control of the lost
ground. He did not elaborate.

NKR President’s Spokesperson
David Babayan confirmed the news
and added that the situation at the
frontlineis currently calm. “ The mili-
tary actions of the past days have not
changed the military balance in the
region,” Babayan said.

TheAzerbaijani Defense Ministry
aso confirmed that military operations
had been stopped aong the "line of

Lavrov Warns Turkey Against Meddling
in the Karabakh Conflict

MOSCOW -- Speaking at anews
conference in Moscow on Monday,
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov implicitly warned Turkey
against meddling inthe Karabakh con-
flict but stopped short of blaming them
for the outbreak of heavy fighting
between Armenian and Azerbaijani
forces. “I don't want to judge what
role Ankarahas or has not played with
regard to Nagorno-Karabakh,” hesaid.
“But it would be good for everyone,
including Turkey and the Turkish
people, if Ankaraconcentrated onend-
ing support for terrorism.”

On Saturday Turkish president
Recep Tayyip Erdogan had expressed
his support and solidarity with
Azerbaijan. “We pray our Azerbaijani
brothers will prevail in these clashes
withtheleast casualties,” Erdoganwas
guotedon April 3telling an Azerbaijani
reporter, adding “We will support
Azerbaijan to theend.”

The TASS news agency quoted
Lavrov as also saying that that Russia
and the two other mediating powers
are making “energetic efforts” to stop
thefighting along “theline of contact”

around Karabakh. “ These efforts will
continue in order to ensure areturn to
the ceasefire regime,” he said.
Lavrov warned against attempts
to “undermine the role of the Minsk
Group co-chairs” and seek a different
format for the Karabakh negotiation
process. He spoke of forces keen to
“seriously complicate the settlement
process’ but did not name them.
Azerbaijanaswell asitsally Tur-
key haverepeatedly criticizedtheU.S,,

Continued on page2

Wreckageof Azeri Military Helicopter Shot down on April 2

national calls for restraint between
forces loyal to regiona archenemies

contact" that effectively serves as a
front lineseparating thecombatant sides.
The apparent breakthrough

comeswithincreasingly strident inter- Continued onpage3
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Armenian Council of Europe

Armenian Council of America

Joint Communique
on Azerbaijan's Latest Attacks Against
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh

The Armenian Council of Americaand the Armenian Council of Europe
call onthe Organizationfor Security and Co-operationin Europe Minsk Group
to take immediate action in condemning the latest provocations of the Azeri
regime against the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic.

As members of the OSCE Minsk Group, ACA and ACE also urge the
French and U.S. Administrations to forcefully condemn the actions of the
Azerbaijani military ininitiating thelargest military aggression sincethe 1994
cease fire.

In fact, this recent escalation comes on the heels of meetings between
the Azeri President IlTham Aliyev and the Vice President of the United State,
JoeBiden, and U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, aswell as several member
States of the OSCE. Regrettably, calls for a peaceful resolution to the NKR
conflict during these meetings seem to have fallen on deaf ears and ignored
by Mr. Aliyev.

Unfortunately, as many news outlets have reported, the Azerbaijani
military on Saturday acknowledged that its forces unleashed a full-scale,
unprovoked, military actions along the entire Contact Line targeting not only
the Armenian Defense forces, but also civilian populations.

Over the past several months we have repeatedly raised our concern
over the disturbing increase in Azeri violations of the ceasefire along the
Contact linewith Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia. Y et, both U.S. and French
Administrations remained silent within and outside of the OSCE Minsk group
framework, in condemning the Azeri dictatorship’ sdisregard to international
community’s goal of peace within the region.

Inorder to prevent the future escal ation of the conflict, the OSCE Minsk
Group, led by the United States and France, must forgo standard calls for
restraint on both sides and forcefully condemn the naked aggressions
unleashed by the Azeri military. When and only when the Azeri aggressionis
halted, the OSCE Minsk Group must promote trust building measures
between the two sides; a key component of which is the inclusion of the
democratically elected representatives of the Nagorno Karabakh Republicin
the peace talks.

Paris, France le 2 avril 2016

Glendale, CA, USA April 2, 2016
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Vice President Biden Meets with
President Sarkisian

WASHINGTON,DC--U.S.Vice
President Joseph Biden met on Thurs-
day with President of Armenia Serzh
Sarkisian onthemarginsof theNuclear
Security Summit, White House re-
ported.

In addition to bilateral relations,
the sides discussed the regional situa-
tion in the South Caucasus, interna-
tional problemsand challenges. Inthis
context, the sides exchanged views on
the Nagorno Karabakh conflict settle-
ment within the OSCE Minsk Group
process and developments in the
Middle East.

“TheVicePresident stressed that
the United States is committed to a
democratic, prosperous, and secure
Armenia at peace with its neighbors.
The Vice President thanked President
Sarkisian for welcoming more than
20,000 Syrian refugees. Addressing
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the

Vice President expressed concern
about continued violence, called for
dialogue, and emphasized the impor-
tance of a comprehensive settlement
for the long-term stability, security,
and prosperity of theregion”, theWhite
House statement said.

President Sarkisian assessed cur-
rent Armenian-American partnership
as being on the highest level in the
history through joint efforts, which is
evidenced by the visits of different
levels of recent years. The President
praised the United States' contribution
to the economic development and
implementation of reformsin various
fields of Armenia.

Sarkisian stressed theimportance
of the USrolein regional security and
stability, especially theactiveinvolve-
ment of the US in the peaceful settle-
ment of the Nagorno Karabakh con-
flict.

Turkey’s Lobbyists Seek U.S. Help
By Calling Tiny Armenia a Big Threat

WASHINGTON, DC — A lob-
bying firm that’s a registered agent of
the Turkish governmentistrying out a
new argument during Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s visit to
the U.S. this week: the Russians are
coming, and Armeniais helping them,
Huffington post reports.

Representatives from Mercury
LL C have contacted multiple congres-
sional offices to argue that Russia's
presence in Armenia, a small country
on Turkey’s border that has tensions
withthe Turkslingering fromthe 1915
genocide of Armenian Christians,
makes it important for the U.S. to
close ranks with fellow NATO mem-
ber Turkey, according to two Capitol
Hill aides.

Mercury, which registered to
work on behalf of Turkey last month,
hopes to convince lawmakers to at-
tach their namesto two separate docu-
ments, an aide told The Huffington
Post.

In an open letter addressed to
Secretary of State John Kerry Mer-
cury focuses on the “growing military
alliance between Russiaand Armenia’
— citing the flow of Russian fighter

THE
HUFFINGTON
POST

H

jets, helicopters gunships and drones
to Armenia. It calls the Russia-Arme-
niarelationship “deeply concerning.”

Asked for comment, Mercury
shared a statement from an organiza-
tion called the Turkish Institute for
Progress.

“TheTurkishInstitutefor Progress
along with U.S. security experts and
officialsare calling on Armeniato expel
thetwo Russian basesin Armeniaand to
sever its military ties with [President
Vladimir] Putin’ sRussia. Thecloserela-
tionship between Russia and Armenia
speaksforitself,” said DeryaTaskin, the
institute’ s president.
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ISIS Bans Armenians and all Christians

from Leaving Raqqa

Armenian Catholic Church of theMartyrsin Raqqa

RAQQA, SYRIA --ISIShasre-
portedly forbidden all Christian and
Armenian families from leaving its
Syrian stronghold of Ragga"under any
circumstances” as military operations
intensify.

The so-called Islamic State re-
|eased a decree effectively keeping all
membersof theminoritiesunder house
arrest, according to a tweet from a
secret group that reports from inside
the caliphate.

"We don't know the real reason
but we think 1SIS want them as human
shields or hostages,” a spokesperson
added.

Activists with the group, which
documentsatrocitiesinthe Syrian city,
say there are just more than 40 Chris-
tian families left in the city, and that

they have been forced to register with
theextremist groupandtopay a“jizya,”
or aminority tax in exchangefor being
unharmed.

One of its members writing un-
der the alias Abu Mohammed said the
ban was implemented without any ex-
planation at Easter, which they have
been unable to celebrate for the past
three years under the terrorist group's
rule.

“Any Christianlivingwithin Syria
or lrag is in a very dangerous and
precarious position,” David Curry,
president and CEO of Open Doors
USA, a Christian advocacy organiza-
tion, told FoxNews.com. ‘We want to
seethe Christian church survivein the
Middle East, especialy in the areas
occupied by the Islamic State.”

Armenian Troops Join
Russian Military Drills In Arctic

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nian army commandos are dueto para-
chute onto the North Pole for the first
time ever during their participation in
Russian-led military exercisesthat are
currently held in the Arctic.

The Armenian military said this
week that members of its “special
mission unit” are taking part in the
three-week exerciseslaunched by Rus-
sian airborne forceson Monday. It did
not specify the number of Armenian
soldiersinvolved in thedrills.

The Russian Defense Ministry
announced in January that paratroop-
ers from Russia and ex-Soviet states
aligned in the Russian-led Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO)
will parachute onto a drifting ice floe
near the North Pole in April. It said
their joint drills slated for April are
aimedatimprovingtheir ability tocarry
out “rescue and evacuation tasks in
extreme conditions.”

Armenia's Defense Ministry
made no mention of the CSTO in a
statement on the drills described by it
as “humanitarian.” It said Armenian
participation in them is envisaged a
2016 plan of joint activities drawn up
by the Russian an Armenianmilitaries.

Russiahas been steadily increas-
ingitsmilitary presenceintheArcticin
what analysts sees as an effort to stake

claim to more of the region's vast
hydrocarbon and mineral wealth, in-
creasingly accessible dueto the reced-
ing ice caps.

More than 1,000 Russian sol-
diers and 14 aircraft held exercises in
the area in August 2015. Vladimir
Korolyov, the commander of the Rus-
sian Navy’s Northern Fleet, said at the
time that the war games are aimed at
“increasing the security of the Russian
Arctic, ensuring our state's economic
freedom in this region, and protecting
our territory and targetsfrom potential
military threats.”

Armeniamaintainsclosemilitary
ties with Russia both on a bilateral
basis and within the framework of the
CSTO. It hosts more than 4,000 Rus-
sian troops on its territory as part of
that military alliance.

The strong reliance on M oscow
for defense and security has not kept
Yerevan from deepening ties with
NATO over the past decade. Arme-
nia contributes troops to ongoing
NATO-led missions in Afghanistan
and Kosovo and regularly partici-
patesin NATO exercises. Earlier this
week, for example, a 32-strong unit
of Armenian military medics flew to
Germany to participate in multina-
tional drills organized by the U.S.
Army in Europe.

Lavrov Warns Turkey

Continued frompagel

Russian and French mediators.

The spokesman for Russian
President Vladimir Putin said on Mon-
day that Moscow is engaged in an
“intensivedialogue” with Armeniaand
Azerbaijan “at the ministerial level.”

The official, Dmitry Peskov, would
not say whether Putin plans to host an
emergency meeting of his Armenian
and Azerbaijani counterparts.

“Any summit needs to be prop-
erly prepared for,” Peskov said, ac-
cording to the RIA Novosti news

agency.
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Armenia Offers to Host More Refugees

from Syria

BOSTON
(RFE/RL) -- Arme-
nia is ready to re-
ceive more ethnic
Armenian refugees
from Syriaand hopes
that its affluent
Diasporainthe West
will assistintheir re-
settlement, President
Serzh Sarkisian said
during a visit to the
United Stateslateon
Wednesday.

“Today theAr-
menian community
in Syria stands on the brink of extinc-
tion, with Armenian historical-cultural
sites being destroyed and looted,”
Sarkisiandeclared at ameetingin Bos-
ton with leaders and members of the
local Armenian community.

“Letusjointly helpthebulk of [the
Syrian Armenians] settlein Armenia,”
he said. “ Of coursg, it is painful for us
to see the destruction of an Armenian
community in the Middle East. But
maybeitwould betheleast of evilsif the
overwhel ming majority of that commu-
nity membersestablishedthemselvesin
their [ancestral] homeland. It would be
something of a consolation to us.”

“The loss of that once thriving
community isreally painful for us, but
we must do everything in our power to
at least helpthosewho haveleft [Syria]
relocateto Armenia,” added Sarkisian.

Syria was home to an estimated
80,000 ethnic Armenians, virtually all
of them descendants of survivors of
the 1915 Armenian genocide in Otto-
man Turkey, until the outbreak of the
devastating civil war there five years
ago. Only up to 10,000 of them report-
edly remain in the war-ravaged coun-
try now. Many are said to be unableto
flee the war zone.

Whileswiftly grantingthemresi-
dency permits and even citizenship,
the authorities in Y erevan have until
now refrained from openly encourag-
ing Syrian Armeniansto takerefugein

their ancestral homeland. They have
also resisted domestic calls for the
evacuation of the remaining Arme-
nians in Syria. Sarkisian appears to
have signaled a change of this policy.
Sarkisian expressed readiness to
accept thousands more Syria Arme-
nians even though his cash-strapped
government is hardly able to provide
large-scale economic assistance to
more than 16,000 such refugees cur-
rently livingin Armenia. Most of them
are struggling to find decent jobs and
pay for their accommodation. Many
also complain of government neglect.
The Armenian president insisted
that hisadministrationisdoingitsbestto
ensuretheir“dignifiedlife.” “Wequickly
grant them citizenship and help them
receive free education and medical ser-
vices, set up businesses and establish
themselvesin Armenia,” he said.
Sarkisian also praised Armenian-
American charitiesfor providingrelief
aidto Syrian Armenians. But heclearly
implied that they should contribute
more to the refugees in Armenia.
Yerevan also hopes to secure
financial assistance to them from for-
eign governments and international
donor agencies. Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian appeal ed to theinter-
national donor community on Wednes-
day when he addressed a United Na-
tions conference on the Syrian refugee
crisis held in Geneva.

Azeris Retreat from Karabakh Frontlines

Downed Azeridron
Continued frompagel

Azerbaijan and Armenia, which have
been locked in conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh since the waning years of
the Soviet Union.

The announcement comes with
diplomatsfromthe OSCE Minsk Group
of mediators in the conflict -- France,
Russia, and the United States -- ex-

pected to meet in Viennalater on April
5 for crisis talks.

EarlierinParis, FrenchForeignMin-
ister Jean-Marc Ayrault said Washington,
Paris, and Moscow would send envoysto
Azerbaijan, Armenia, and to Nagorno-
Karabakh in abid to resolve the conflict.

Ayrault was speaking after talks
with his German counterpart, Frank-
Walter Steinmeier, who said the Orga-
nization for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) would send a fact-
finding mission to Azerbaijan, Arme-
nia, and Nagorno-K arabakh.

Tumo - the Most Innovative Center
Worldwide

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
French magazine “We Demain” has
ranked Ten Best Schools worldwide
with Armenian Tumo Center for Cre-
ative Technologiesonthetop of thelist.
Tumo has left behind such renowned
educational institutionsasAltSchool of
Silicon Valley, Fuji Kindergarten of
Tokyo, and Steve Jobs School.

The news came as surprise for
the Center employees and those of
studyingthere. The head of Communi-
cation department at Tumo Center told
Panorama.am that the reporter of the
mentioned journal visited themin No-
vember 2015 and took an interview
with Tumodirector MarieL ou Papazian.

“We are quite surprised at learn-
ing that the report came as a ranking
list. Werather expected an articleabout
Tumo, without even expecting such
an evaluation,” Budaghyan said.

She then added the journal is not
specializedin Innovativetechnologies:
“They rather reflected on the schools
that work for thepublic. Wearepleased
to see the ranking number one next to
Tumo and we deem their approach as
avery positive and emotional .”

It should be noted that the center
has never been included in similar
rankings so far, no studies of techno-
logical research have been conducted
tolook intothe Armenian school stand-
ing compared with other similar insti-
tutions in the world. Nevertheless,
judging from the positive feedback of

various international structures and
specialists, the increasing interest to-
ward the school, the results are satis-
fying and encouraging.

“They contact us from different
countries, from France, Egypt, Rus-
sia, Beirut. We are currently discuss-
ing the prospects of founding Tumo
Centers in other states. We try to
understand its feasibility. Those feed-
backs might be regarded as symbolic
assessments,” the communication di-
rector said.

Accordingto Budaghyan, thestu-
dents’ successes and recorded results
are al so speaking of the Center assess-
ment, their record of entering interna-
tional universities, finding ajob inthe
labor market.

“Despite their young age, our
students and graduates work in the
best companies of Armenia. Now we
have three start-up companies in the
center which were established and
operated by our graduates and stu-
dents,” Budaghyan noted.

Tumo is a new kind of after-
school learning environment where
thousands of students aged 12-18 are
in charge of their own learning.

Tumoisanon-profit venture and
participation in the Tumo program is
free of charge and open to all local
teenagers. Tumo has four centers lo-
cated in Y erevan Gyumri, Dilijan, and
Stepanakert having in total 10,000 en-
rolled students.

“Armenia: An Open Wound” Exhibition
Opening at Brand Library

GLENDALE, CA --The City of
Glendale Library, Arts, & Culture de-
partment recently announcedtheir part-
nership with the Armenian American
Museumto present “ Armenia: An Open
Wound,” an exhibition curated by the
Museo Memoria y Tolerancia [Mu-
seum of Memory and Tolerance] in
Mexico City. The community is in-
vited to the inaugural Opening Cer-
emony on Saturday, April 16, 2016
from 1:00-4:00 PM at the Brand Li-
brary & Art Center. The Opening Cer-
emony will bethe public’ sfirst oppor-
tunity to experience this eclectic exhi-
bition which shares the intricate his-
tory, rich culture, and moving stories
of the Armenian people.

A diverseslateof complimentary
programs will be held at the Brand
Library on a weekly basis following
the exhibition’s debut. All events are

free and open to the public.

Thursday, April 21 - “Global Re-
alities, Local Perspectives: Examining
the International Refugee Crisis
through Community-Based Action”

Saturday, April 30 -“Commemo-
ration as Public Art”

Thursday, May 5 - "Latino Ameri-
cans. Empire of Dreams (1880-1942)"

Friday, May 13 - “Journey to the
Homeland”

Saturday, May 14 - “Armenia
An Open Wound, Conversation with
the Curator”

Thursday, May 19 - "Armenian
Heritage: A Virtual Pilgrimage"

Thursday, May 26 “Curator in
the Spotlight: Illuminating the Arme-
nianMiddleAges’

Thursday, June 2 - “Preserving
the Past, Building the Future: the Role
of Museums in a Changing World”
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AGBU Announces Sayat Nova
International Composition Competition

NEW YORK -- The AGBU Per-
forming Arts Departments (PAD) in
New Y ork and Parishaveannounced the
opening of the submission cycle for the
2016 AGBU Sayat Nova International
Composition Competition. In 2006,
AGBU Francelaunchedthecompetition,
abiennial event opento composersfrom
all backgrounds. Since the start of the
competition, submissions have arrived
from over thirty countries, including
Ghana, Korea, Mexico and Russia, in
additiontoArmeniaandtheUnited States.
Winners have been from Argentina, Ar-
menia/Nagorno-Karabakh, France, Hong
Kong, Mexico and the United Kingdom
and gala concerts have taken place at
prestigious venues, such as Symphony
Space in New York and Salon d'Opéra
and Salle Cortot in Paris.

Thecompetition, which cel ebrates
its tenth anniversary this year, is de-
signed to introduce Armenian music,
literatureand history to awider interna-
tional audience by asking composersto
submit compositions for an ensemble
of Armenian and Western instruments
that integrate Armenian poetry. In past
years, composers have been asked to
use the works of poets Sayat Nova and
Daniel Varoujan. This year, they are
askedtodraw inspirationfromthetenth-
century Armenian monk, poet and phi-
losopher Grigor Narekatsi, who was
named a Doctor of the Church by Pope
Francisin 2015. Each year, the compe-
tition isjudged by arenowned panel of

musicians, which has included Alain
Altinoglu, Jenny Q. Chai, Michael Jarell,
Paul Mefano and Michel Petrossian.

By August 31, composers are in-
vited to submit a seven to ten-minute
composition for achamber ensembl e of
six musicians, including: astring quar-
tet (two violins, one viola, and one
cello), one shvi (traditional Armenian
woodwind instrument), and one male
vocal tenor (spoken and/or sung). For
the second year, the submission pro-
cesswill takeplacethroughVVox Novus,
a music company that has designed
special software to allow all submis-
sions and judging to take place online.
"We are grateful for Vox Novus's part-
nershipand devotiontothecompetition's
success. Their generosity and ingenuity
hel ped us to further introduce the com-
petition to composers worldwide, fos-
tering creativeloveand inspiration from
our ancient culture in composers of
many different heritages," said Hayk
Arsenyan, the director of PAD New
York.

Over the years, the competition
has grown to include new and bigger
awards. The winners of the competi-
tionwill receive cash prizesand will be
eligible for three special awards, in-
cluding the new Armusic Publishing
House Award. This award allows the
top three winnersto have their winning
works published by the Composers
Unionof Armenia'sArmusicPublishing
Housein Y erevan.

Talin Suciyan to Speak at NAASR on
Armenians in Modern Turkey

BELMONT, MA -- Dr. Talin
Suciyan will present alecture entitled
“The Armenians in Modern Turkey:
Post-Genocide Society, Politics, and
History,” on Wednesday, April 20,
2016, at 8:00 p.m., at the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) Center, 395 Con-
cord Ave., Belmont, MA 02478.

After the Armenian Genocide of
1915, in which over a million Arme-
nians died, thousands of Armenians
lived and worked in the Turkish state
alongside those who had persecuted
their communities. Living in the con-
text of pervasive denial, how did Ar-
menians remaining in Turkey record
their own history?

In The Armenians in Modern
Turkey (I.B. Tauris, 2016), Talin
Suciyan explores the life experienced
by these Armenian communities as
Turkey's modernization project of the

 The Armenians

Post-Genocide Society,
Politics and History

twentieth century gathered pace.
Suciyan achievesthisthrough analysis
of remarkable new primary material:
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Armenian Assembly to Feature Human Rights
Attorney Geoffrey Robertson in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, CA - On
Wednesday, April 20, the Armenian
Assembly of America(Assembly) will
host a presentation by the United
Kingdom'sleading humanrightsattor-
ney and author Geoffrey Robertson
QC about his book titled An Inconve-
nient Genocide: Who Now Remem-
bers the Armenians?

Robertson's book proves beyond
reasonabledoubt that thehorrificevents
in the Ottoman Empirein 1915 consti-
tute the crime against humanity that is
today known as genocide. He explains
how democracies can deal with geno-
cide denial without infringing on free
speech. His writings are a major con-
tribution to understanding and pre-
venting these crimes. An Inconvenient
Genocide: Who Now Remembers the
Armenians? was awarded the prizefor
"Best Polemic" at the Political Book
Awards 2015 in London.

Robertson hashad adistinguished
career asatrial counsel, human rights
advocate, and United Nations (UN)
judge. He has appeared in many cel-
ebrated Old Bailey trials; acted for the
Wall Street Journal and the New Y ork
Times in cases brought against jour-
nalistsin British Commonweal th coun-
tries; argued many death sentence ap-
peals at the Privy Council; defended
Salman Rushdie, Mike Tyson, rap
group N.W.A, and Julian Assange;
prosecuted HastingsBanda; and repre-
sented Human Rights Watch in the
proceedings against Chilean General
Augusto Pinochet. He served as the
first president of the UN War Crimes
Court in SierraLeone and as a 'distin-
guished jurist' member of the UN's
Internal Justice Council (2008-12). He
has authored landmark decisions on
thelimitsof amnesties, theillegality of
recruiting child soldiers, and the legal
protections for war correspondents
and human rights monitors. In 2011,
he was awarded the New York Bar
Association prize for Achievement in
International Law and Affairs.

Known for his representation of
the Republic of Armenia as a third
party, Robertson was an attorney in
the Perincek v. Switzerland Armenian
Genocide denial case with the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights (ECHR),
alongside Amal Alamuddin Clooney.

Robertson is founder and co-
head of Doughty Street Chambers,
Europe's largest human rights prac-
tice. He held the office of Recorder
(part-time judge) for many years in
London, where he is a Master of the
Middle Temple and visiting professor
in human rights at Queen Mary Col-
lege, the New College of the Humani-
ties, and theUniversity of Buckingham
and Regents University. Hisbooksin-
clude Crimes Against Humanity: The
Strugglefor Global Justice, atextbook
on the development of human rights
law; The Tyrannicide Brief, the story
of how Cromwell's lawyers mounted
the trial of Charles I; an acclaimed
memoir, The Justice Game; Mullahs
Without Mercy: Human Rights and
Nuclear Weapons; along with An In-
convenient Genocide: Who Now Re-
members The Armenians?

This special book presentation
will take place at the Sheraton Univer-
sal Hotel inUniversal City, CA, begin-
ning with cocktails at 7:00 PM and
dinner at 7:30 PM.

AnInconvenient Genocide: Who
Now Remembersthe Armenians?books
will be available at the event and sold
by Abril Book Store. A book signing
will take place after the presentation.

To RSVP, contact Armenian As-
sembly of America Western Region
Manager Aline Maksoudian by phone
(626-577-0025) or email
(aline@aaainc.org) by April 14, 2016.
Tickets are available for purchase for
$75 per person. Table purchase is
available and includes 10 seats.

Turkish state archives, minutes of the
Armenian National Assembly, akalei-
doscopic series of personal diaries,
memoirs and oral histories, various
Armenian periodical s such as newspa-
pers, yearbooks, and magazines, as
well as statutes and laws which led to
the continuing persecution of Arme-
nians.

The first history of its kind, The
ArmeniansinModern Turkey isafresh
contribution to the history of modern
Turkey and the Armenian experience
there. Ashistorian Raymond Kevorkian
has written, “This study fills a histo-

riographical vacuum. The subjects
broached in this book until now con-
stituted a white page, doubtless be-
cause the Turkish academic environ-
ment was not interested in conducting
a study of this nature.”

Talin Suciyan completed her
PhD at Ludwig Maximilian Univer-
sity in Munich where she is cur-
rently an assistant professor at the
Institute of Near and Middle Eastern
Studies.

For more information about Dr.
Suciyan’stalk contact NAASR at 617-
489-1610 or hg@naasr.org.
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un3 Uwpwuw 21-Uwphp 19

UpwlsGih hwdaptpnipbwl wnkp wbGd dp pplwpnin jwdwfiu Ywpnn Gu
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hnipbwdp hwwnwpdtu Gpp wGnGp pbg Yp gqpgrbtb: UGwlGph
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prrwn:  LnpwdéhGh dp (nipp 2w wWhinh nupwhuwgll Ge YewGpn
wdipnneonipbwlp whwnh thnfut:

Fwfunnwinp phitipn &G: 8,24,25,30,32

unrro 3niL hu 23-Oqnuwnu 22
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UGétpnin wnwolnpnniphilp Gu nrunigdnilplGtpp dh wOwbubp,
oqgniinhn hwdiwnp GG:
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