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THANK YOU LOS ANGELES

On April 24 over 60,000 of you came to the Turkish Consulate to Support
,,.,t e Community Wide Rally for Justice for Armenian Genocide 100+1to
&vely dema d recoC nition and reparatluns from Turkey.

JUSTICE

THANK YOU TO OUR RALLY FOR JUSTICE COALITION
PARTNERS FOR THEIR SOLIDARITY

AF3IRM Mational

All-Armenian Stsdent Association

Arnerican Hellenic Counce

Armenian-American Nurses Assoclation

Aifyrian-American Assodation aof houthern Califamia

Assyrian Universal Alliance- Americas Chapter

Center for sian-Americans United for Self-Empowerment [CALSE)
iCoalitian to Abolish Slavery and Trafficking (CAST)

In Defense of Christians

Ezidi Bedief Fund

Iraqi Transnational Callective

Jakara Maermnent

Jewish Vioice for Peace- Los Angeles Chapter

Jewish Warld Watch

Kurdish American Education Sodety

Kurdish Community of Southern California

Kurdish Human Eights Advocady g

Kurdish Human Rights Watch

Kurdish Kational Comgress of Nerth America

Lotola Law School Armenian Law Students Association

Haticnal Organization of Republican Armendans

Pepperdine University Schood of Law Armenian Law Students Assodation
Rizjanca Soli dasity Comimittoe of Los Angeks

SEU RN I

Southern California Armenian Democrats

Southwest Asian Morth Afrikan [SWANA)- Los Angeles Chapter

UNA Pasadena

United Staft Workers (L5W )

United Teachers Los Angebes (UTLA)

University of Califorria Los Angeles Armenian Law Students Association
University of Califormia Stsdent Association

University of Southem California Armenlan Law Studenits Assoclation
University of California Berkedey Armenian Law Students Association

THANK YOU TO PUBLIC OFFICIALS WHO SUPPORTED
(OR ATTENDED THE 2016 RALLY FOR JUSTICE

Congressman Tony Cardenas

Congresswaman Loretta Sanchez

Congressman &darm Schiff

State Treasurer bahn Chiang

A State Senator Bob Huff

A State Senator Ricardo Lara

A Bssembly Member Adrin Hazarian

A Bssembly Memiber Scott Wilk

L& Courtty Supervisor Michael Antanoyich

L& County Assessor leffrey Prang

L& Courty Metropolitan Transit Authority

Office of LA City Mayor Eric Garcetti

LA City Attorney Mike Fewer

LA City Council Member Mitch Englander

LA City Council Member Paul Koretz

LA City Council Member Paul Krekarian

Office of LA Oty Council Member Mitch 0'Famell
LA City Council Member David Ryu

L& Commeunity College Board Member Mike Fong
L& Commeunity College Board President Scott Svonkin
LALISD President Steve Zimmes

L& Department of Transportation

LA Police Deparbmert

Burbank Vice Mayor Jess Talamartes

Burbank City Councl Member Emily Gabel-Luddy
Burbank Schaol Board Member Dr, Armond Aghakhanian
alendale Ciry Counil Member Vartan Gharpetian
alendale Ciry Council Member &ra Najarian
alendale City Council Member Zareh Sinanyan
Glendale Ciny Clerk Ardy Kassakhian

50 President De. Armina Gharpetian

G50 Board Member Greg Krikorian

Mortebello City Coundl Member Jack Hadjindan
Pasadena USD Board Member Roy Boulgh ourjian
Sherra Madre City Council Memnber John Harabedian
Former CA Assembly Member Anthony Portanting

ASPECIAL THANKYOU TO ALL THE MEDIA QUTLETS FOR THEIR EXTRAORDINARY COVERAGE OF THE RALLY FOR JUSTICE, ESPECIALLY
ASBAREZ DAILY, MAS515 WEEKLY, HORIZON ARMENIAN TV, U5 ARMENIATY, KABC, KCBS, KNBC, FOX LA /ARAKSYA KARAPETYAN,
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES, LOS ANGELES DAILY NEWS, GLENDALE NEWS PRESS AND KFI / IHEART RADIO

ORGANIZED BY THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE COMMITTEE

Western Diocese of the Armendan Chisrch of Neeth America
Armenian Evangelical Union of Narth America

Sodial Demeaocrat Hunchak Party

Homenebmen, Western USA

Armenian Mational Commitlee of Amenica — Weslern Region
Organization of Istanbul Armenians

All-Armenian Student Association

‘Western Frelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church
Armenian Democrafic Likeral Farty

Armenian General Beneyolent Union — Westem District Armenian Relief Jociety — Western U5A
Armenian Youlh Federation

Armenian Coundil of America

United Asmendan Council of Los Angeles

Armenian Catholic Church of Barth America
Armenian Revalutionary Federation

Armenian Assembly ol Amenica
Armenian Bar Association
Committee for Armendan Students im Public Schools
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Armenia Reiterates Terms for Renewed Talks on Karabakh
NKR Reports Azeri Troops Buildup and Redeployment Close to Line of Contact

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Armenia’sleadership hasreaffirmed
its three conditions for resuming
peace talks with Azerbaijan follow-
ing heavy fighting around Nagorno-
Karabakh that put the two countries
on the brink of a full-scale war.

“Wewant to receive guarantees
that Azerbaijanwill again not attempt
to the resolve the [Karabakh] con-
flict by military means,” Vahram
Baghdasarian, the parliamentary
leader of theruling Republican Party
of Armenia (HHK), said on Friday.

“We are saying that a mecha-
nism should be put in placefor inves-
tigating armed incidents on the
[Karabakh] Line of Contact so that
we can determine who provoked
them,” Baghdasarian told reporters.
Armeniaal so wantsinternational me-
diatorsto publicly hold Baku respon-
sible for ceasefire violations in the
conflict zone, he said, according to
the Armenpress news agency.

Yerevan hardened its position
following the April 2 Azerbaijani of-
fensivein Karabakhthat resultedinthe
worst clashes between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces in over two de-
cades. The United States, Russia and

France -- the three world powers try-
ing to broker a solution to the dispute
-- have urged the conflicting partiesto
restart peace talks as soon as possible
in order to prevent another escalation.

President Serzh Sarkisian listed
the three conditions in an interview
with the Bloomberg news agency pub-
lishedonMonday. Hesaiditis" unrea-
sonable” for Yerevan to uncondition-
ally negotiate with Baku because the
latter can launch fresh offensive mili-
tary operations “at any moment.”

The HHK reiterated this stance
late on Thursday after a meeting of its
governing body headed by Sarkisian.
“Wearecommittedtoasolely political
solution the conflict,” said the spokes-
man for Sarkisian's party, Eduard
Sharmazanov. “ But in order to resume
negotiations, we need to have confi-
dence-building measures, targeted
statements [by the mediating powers]
and security guarantees from the in-
ternational community.”

Azerbaijan’s Foreign Minister
Elmar Mammadyarov criticized the
Armenian preconditions. “You can’'t
solve the problem by setting condi-
tions,” the APA news agency quoted
him as saying.

Levon Ter-Petrosian Meets with
Karabakh President Bako Sahakian

T Office of iha AR Prosddort
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STEPANAKERT -- Armenia’s
former president Levon Ter-Petrosian
on Tuesday met with Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic (NKR) President
Bako Sahakian on the second day of
his trip to Stepanakert.

According to the press service of
the NKR president, “arange of issues
related to the wide-scale military op-
erations unleashed by the enemy from
2 to 5 April was discussed during the
meeting.”

“President Sahakian stressed the
importance of unity demonstrated by
political forcesinthosedifficult times
and their rolein addressing challenges
facing our people,” it said.

Ter-Petrosian said he discussed
with Sahakian “all issues preoccupy-
ing us today.” “You are aware of the
concerns, determination and confi-
dence of the Armenian and Nagorno-
Karabakh authorities’” he told report-

ers. “I think that the authorities are
doing, in a serene and reserved man-
ner, what is required by the existing
situation.”

Accordingto Sahakian’ sspokes-
man, Davit Babayan, Ter-Petrosianal so
met in Stepanakert with Karabakh's
parliament speaker, primeminister and
top army generals.

In the wake of the escalation of
thesituationinNagorno-K arabakh ear-
lier last month, Ter-Petrosian also ini-
tiated a meeting with Armenia’s in-
cumbent President Serzh Sarkisian,
whoseadministration hehasbeencriti-
cal of since 2008.

In an interview with the ilur.am
website following his April 9 meeting
with Sargsyan, Ter-Petrosian called on
the Armenian opposition to put asideits
differences with the government ahead
of what he thought would be important
negotiationswith Azerbaijan.

“If they think in Yerevan that
they can drag out the [peace] process
with those conditions, it's a primitive
approach,” Mammadyarov told anews
conferenceinBaku. “ The process must
move forward.”

The confidence-building mea-
sures demanded by the Armenian side
have long been advocated by the U.S,,
Russian and French mediators. Baku
has opposed them until now.

Azeri TroopsBuildup

Azerbaijan hasbeen amassing and
actively moving itstroopsin different
directions of the line of contact with
Nagorno-Karabakh overnight, the
Nagorno-Karabakh defense ministry
said on Monday. Despite the agree-
ment on cessation of hostilitiesin and
around Nagorno-K arabakh, reached on
April 5in Moscow as result of ameet-
ing of Armenia sand Azerbaijan’ stop
army generals

“The frontline units of the
Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Army are
following the steps being undertaken
by the Azerbaijani armed forces and

are ready to resort to corresponding
actions, if necessary,” Nagorno-
Karabakh’sDefense Ministry saidina
statement.

It also said at this moment no
breaches of ceasefire were reported.
Thesituation iscompletely under con-
trol of the advanced units of the de-
fense army.

Earlier, Nagorno-Karabakh’s
Defense Ministry said three Armenian
servicemenwerekilled intwo separate
incidents at the line of contact in the
directions of Talish and Martuni over
the weekend. One Armenian soldier
wounded in an April 29 skirmish suc-
cumbed to hiswound in hospital early
on Monday.

NKR Defense Army haspublished
photosthat show the Azerbaijani military
has deliberately deployed its artillery
positions within civilian settlements in
order to use them as “human shields’
against Armenian retaliatory measures.

The photos, in particular, show
the artillery positionsin the Azeri vil-
lages of Zangishal and Chemenli, situ-
ated a few dozen meters away from
civilian settlements.

Garo Paylan:

I Was Assaulted for Being Armenian

= B ¥ CEF

ANKARA -- After the fight that
broke out between the members of
Justice and Development Party (AKP)
and Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)
another brawl occurred again Monday
nightintheParliamentary Constitution
Conciliation Committee. HDP I stanbul
M P, ethnic Armenian Garo Paylanwas
at the center of events.

Speaking to Bianet, Paylan said
he was attacked for being Armenian.
“1 was assaulted and received blows
with more than 100 feet and fists
within 20-30 seconds. They were ut-
tering words of hatred and racism.
What they can’t digestisthis: A person
of Armenian identity revealstheir lies
and stands upright. They want to see
Armenians obeying them. | have been
targeted as an Armenia putting up a
fight for rights,” the Turkish-Arme-
nian MP said, adding that the attackers
showed one another where he was.
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“The Minister of Justice said ‘In
the previouscommission meeting, HDP
MPs and advisors inflicted violence'.
Then| said ‘Nothey didn’t’. That was
the only sentence that came out of my
mouth. Thentheattack began,” Paylan
said.

“1 sharedit onsocial mediaaswell.
Those interested can watch it and judge
forthemselves. They blamemefor provo-
cation but | have not done that.”

“It is crystal clear that they
are targeting me. Lots of MPs at-
tacked me in a planned way. | was
directly targeted and got kicked
and punched around 100 times in
20-30 seconds.”“Afterwards, they
spoke racist words and hate speech
against me,” the MP said.

“l will not report the incident.
What can happen if | take thisto their
jurisdiction? | am leaving the evalua-
tion to the conscience of the public.”



Massis Weekly

Erdogan Again Threatens to Expell
Armenian Nationals from Turkey

ANKARA -- Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has spoken
harshly against the remarks of Arme-
nian President Serzh Sarkisian who
hascriticized Turkey’ sroleinKarbakh
conflict and declared that Armeniais
ready for a war with Azerbaijani.

“Armenia is playing with fire.
Morethan 100,000 Armeniansareliv-
ing in Turkey, some of whom do not
have residence permits. The situation
has been tolerated by Turkey. These
actions show how friendly Turkey has
been acting. However, Armenia can-
not see this,” Erdogan stated during
the flight from Baku to Croatia, Turk-
ish Yenisafak periodical reports.

“But the current situation isvery
obvious. Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev and hiscountry have been gain-
ing power during the ongoing clashes.
Even Russia cannot support Armenia
openly. Despite Armenians' statements
that the losses are not important, in
fact the Armenian sideis possessed by
fear," Erdogan said.

“Intermsof its population, num-
ber of the troops and other opportuni-
ties, Azerbaijan has much more power
than Armenia. Azerbaijan is unique,
different from Georgia or Ukraine.
Russia could not get the result it was
expecting in Ukraine, but it only got
results in Crimea due to the small

number of Tatars there," he added.

OnApril 2 Erdoganexpressed his
support and solidarity with Azerbaijan.
Erdogan said the Turkish people had
always stood by the people of
Azerbaijan, and extended condolences
over thekilling of Azerbaijani service-
men.

“We pray our Azerbaijani broth-
ers will prevail in these clashes with
the least casualties,” Erdogan was
qguotedon April 3telling an Azerbaijani
reporter while on avisit to the United
States.

In April of last year Erdogan
threatened to deport citizens of the
Republic of Armenia who live and
work in Turkey, as a response to the
European Parliament’s recognition of
the Armenian Genocide.

Turkish Caucus Member Donna Edwards
Defeated in Senate Primary

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Turkish
Caucus Member Congresswoman
DonnaEdwards (D-MD) was defeated
in Maryland's Democratic Senate pri-
mary last night by long-time supporter
of Armenian issues, Congressman
Chris Van Hollen (D-MD), reported
the Armenian Assembly of America
(Assembly).

According to OpenSecrets.org,
Donna Edwards has received thou-
sands of dollars from Turkish PACs,
and was supported by the "Ten Thou-
sand Turks PAC" in her race against
Congressman Van Hollen to become
the democratic Senatorial candidateto
replace outgoing Senator Barbara
Mikulksi (D-MD). In fact, the Daily
Sabah reported that the Turkish lobby
has given over $26,000 to Rep.
Edwards in order to defeat Rep. Van
Hollen from becoming the successor
to Senator Mikulski, noting"VanHollen
is a strong supporter of Armenian and
Greek issues whereas Edwards is a
member of the Turkish Caucus."

Rep. Edwards' campaign also
received $2.1 millionin PAC support
from the founder of a Connecticut-
based hedge fund, Donald Sussman,
an extraordinary amount of money
for an outsider to pump into the
race. Sussman was previously mar-
ried to Congresswoman Chellie
Pingree (D-ME), who traveled to
Turkey in April 2013 and met with
former Turkish President Abdullah
Gul and other high-ranking officials
as part of an eight-member Con-
gressional delegationtripto Turkey,

paid by the Turkish Government.

In addition to Turkish PAC
money, Edwards participatedinaTurk-
ish Coalition of America(TCA) funded
trip to Turkey in April of 2011, where
sheattended the Second Annual Turkic
American Convention.

Last year, the Office of Congres-
sional Ethics (OCE) and the House
Committee on Ethics found that Con-
gressional travel to Azerbaijan and
Turkey was "not funded exclusively
by theentitiesdisclosed ontravel forms
submitted to the Committee on Eth-
ics." According to an investigation by
USA Today, Turkish groups "secretly
funded as many as 200 tripsto Turkey
for members of Congress and staff
since 2008, repeatedly violating House
rules and possibly federal law."

In a letter to Attorney General
Loretta Lynch, the Assembly asked
for further investigation of potential
illegal activitiesfrom U.S. groupstied
toforeign organizationsin Turkey and
Azerbaijan.
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Aliyev Awards Serviceman
Who Beheaded Armenian Soldier

BAKU (Armradio, RFe/RL) --
Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev has
awarded theserviceman, who beheaded
Karam Sloyan, private of the NKR
Defense Army.

Aliyev handed in theaward ashe
visitedfrontline Azerbaijani troopsand
civilian settlementsclosetothe”lineof
contact” around Karabakh over the
weekend. He was accompanied by his
spouse Mehriban Aliyeva.

Stronger Pressure On Armenia

Aliyev pledgedto step up “diplo-
matic, political and economic pres-
sure” on Armenia with the aim of
restoring Baku’ scontrol over Nagorno-
Karabakhand Armenian-controlled dis-
tricts surrounding it.

He again blamed the Armenian
side for the April 2 outbreak of heavy
fighting there. He claimed that the
Azerbaijani army went on acounterof-
fensiveinresponseto Armenian“armed
provocations.”

“Azerbaijan’ sterritorial integrity
must berestored,” Aliyev told military
personnel inthe Terter district border-
ing northeastern Karabakh. “ Nagorno-
Karabakh and the other occupiedlands
are our historical territory.”

“Wewill try to convince Arme-
nia through negotiations,” he said,

according to Azerbaijani news agen-
cies. “We will increase diplomatic,
political and economic pressure and
reinforce our positionson the Line of
Contact.”

“If the Armenians again resort to
an armed provocation against us, they
will get an appropriate response and
the outcome will be the same because
the Azerbaijani army isnow one of the
strongest in the world,” he added.

Aliyev claimed that the United
States, Russia and France -- the three
world powers trying to resolve the
Karabakh conflict -- are now exerting
“serious pressure” on Armenia be-
cause it has been obstructing a peace-
ful settlement.

Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian claimed the opposite
during a visit to Finland on Monday.
Nalbandianarguedthat Aliyev and other
Azerbaijani leadershaverepeatedly lam-
basted the mediating powers for not
pushing for Karabakh's return under
Azerbaijani ruleand proposinginstead
confidence-building measures that
would bolster the ceasefire regime.

“Having failed in negotiations,
Azerbaijani tried amilitary option and
failed in that endeavor as well,”
Nalbandian said in a speech delivered
at University of Helsinki.

Former Inspector Charged with Covering up
for Suspected Officials in Dink Murder

ISTANBUL -- The Istanbul Chief
Public Prosecutor’s Office has com-
pleted its investigation into a former
chief civil inspector who allegedly pre-
vented the detection of public officials
involved in the murder of Turkish-Ar-
menian journalist Hrant Dink, Hurriyet
daily reports.

The indictment against Mehmet
Ali Ozkilingdemandsupto 15yearsinjail
on charges of “intentionally helping an
armed terrorist group without being a
member,” citing the “Fetullahist Terror
Organization (FETO)/ Parallel State
Structure (PDY).”

Thedocument claimsthat Ozkiling
“acted with the intention of preventing
the detection of public officials who
contributed to killing Hrant Dink by
suspects who are FETO/PDY members
and executives.”

The indictment - in which Dink’s
family members including Dink’s wife
Rakel Dink, brother Hasrof Dink, sonArat
Dink and daughters Dela and Sera Dink
arenamed ascomplainants- said Ozkiling
wasresponsi blefor organizingtheprelimi-
nary examinationandinvestigationreports
that were prepared to detect public offi-

cidsinvolved in the murder.

Thedocument touched onthefind-
ingsthat Ozkilingalongwith Stkrii Yildiz,
another former chief civil inspector and
asuspect in the main Dink case, did not
use the report containing information
that “Hrant Dink was going to bekilled
by Yasin Hayal” in 13 separate reports
that werejointly prepared. It alsoclaimed
that Ozkilingactedinlinewiththe* FETO/
PDY” inall reportsto which he contrib-
uted and directly prepared.

Prosecutors have also demanded
that the indictment be merged with the
main Dink case, whichisbeing overseen
by the Istanbul 14th Heavy Penal Court.

Dink, theformer editor-in-chief of
weekly Agos, was shot dead outside his
officein Istanbul’s Sidli district on Jan.
19, 2007, by 17-year-old Ogiin Samast,
who had traveled to Istanbul from the
Black Sea province of Trabzon before
the murder.

Relativesandfollowersof thecase
have claimed government officials, po-
lice, military personnel and National In-
telligenceAgency (MIT) membersplayed
arole in Dink’s murder by neglecting
their duty to protect the late journalist.
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Vandals Destroy Stone Cross
at Scottsdale St Apkar Armenian Church

SCOTTSDALE,AZ (KPNX)-A
stone cross being installed at the St.
Apkar Armenian church in Scottsdale
was destroyed by vandals.

Someone broke it into pieces
and church officials told 12 News
that they feel the vandals targeted
them.

Artin Kandjian, the architect of

the church, said, "It feels deliberate
because it's aterrible coincidence that
thishappened during theweek of April
24th, whichisatraditional commemo-
ration of the Armenian genocide, which
took placein 1915."
Anyonewithinformationrelevant
to this incident is asked to call the
Scottsdale Police Department.

Khmer Rouge Documentarian Calls for
Armenia to Lead Global Genocide Education
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Visitorsto Toul Sleng, officially known as S-21 prison look at a wall of sculls
and bonesmadeintoamap of Cambodia

PHNOM PENH (Voice of
America) -- Thehead of Cambodia’'s
leading center for the study of the
Khmer Rouge era has urged Arme-
niatolead effortsto promote educa-
tion about genocide globally.

Youk Chhang traveled to the
South Caucuses nation to attend
events last month marking the 101st
anniversary of the start of the Arme-
nian Genocide. The founder and ex-
ecutive director of the Documenta-
tion Center of Cambodia, known as
DC-Cam, Youk Chhang, is also be-
hindthe Sleuk Rith I nstitute, aproject
currently underway to establish in
Phnom Penh a permanent research
center and memorial to thevictims of

the Khmer Rouge regime.

“Genocideeducationisindispens-
able to peace and prosperity—includ-
ing human rights protection,” Y ouk
Chhang was quoted as saying by the
official Armenian news agency,
Armenpress, while taking part in the
forum entitled “Against the Crime of
Genocide” in the capital, Y erevan.

“Armeniashould take thelead or
team up with other countrieswho have
been through genocide — seize the
opportunity offered by ourselves who
suffered genocide to establish the
world’s first genocide education pro-
gram for all,” he added.

The conference was aimed at
promoting discussion about acts of

Israel Charny:

3

Would Israel Sell a Used Drone to a Hitler?

Suppose the Naziswere not mur-
dering Jewsbut weremurdering ‘only’,
say, Slavs, Gypsies, and Jehovah's
Witnesses; and suppose our beloved
Stateof I srael werein existence: Would
you agree to our selling arms to the
Nazis?

Israel is reported to have sold
billions of dollars worth of arms, in-
cludingto governmentsthat arekilling
or threatening to attack victim peoples.
Last week there came reports that an
Israeli droneinthehandsof Azerbaijan
— a huge arms customer of ours —was
responsiblefor thedeaths of six Arme-
niansintheenclaveNagorno-Karabakh.
Andmost recently Azeri military trans-
port planeswerereportedto havelanded
inlsrael (perhapsto pick up and deliver
arms) during the war with Armenia

| am ashamed.

The Armenians were the victims
of amajor genocide 100 years ago that
has even been called the “Armenian
Shoah” by some Israeli scholars, in-
cluding from Bar llan University. A
great deal of their national and cultural
ethos continues to focus passionately
on the memory of that genocide (does
that sound familiar to us Jews?). For
many yearsnow, we | sraelis—whether
led by Labor or Likud — have insulted
and hurt the Armenian people by fail-
ing to recognize their genocide offi-
cialy and formally. Would we our-
selves tolerate another government —
say the US or England — refusing to
recognize the Holocaust because of
their real politik interest withthe perpe-
trator government?

Onesenior Armenian official has
written several of usin Israel to ex-
press his deep pain aswell asindigna-
tion, not only at our government’s
cowardly and self-serving denials of
the Armenian Genocide, but al so at our
thick military trade alliance with the
Azeris, aTurkic people who adhere to
Turkey’s bizarre and fascist tradition
of rewriting history and denying the
Armenian Genocide.

| am reminded of the prophet

Natan crying out to King David for an
earlier though more delectable mur-
derous act of self-interest, or Elijah
remonstrating Ahab about his murder-
ous larceny: It's bad enough that you
killed him, are you also taking a profit
fromthesordid affair? (Inthe Hebrew:
“Haratazachta v’ gam yarashta?’)

In general, how willing are we
Israelis to strengthen our economy by
lucrative arms sales? Of course, “ev-
eryone” intheworld isdoingit, but do
we haveto also? Have we given up the
vision of Israel as a moral leader of
peoples on this planet? Is this idea
tiresome, naive, and childlikeinamadly
destructive and self-destroyingworld?

Analternative principle could be
that we build arms first and foremost
for the defense of Israel, and that we
supply arms only to underdog peoples
who are facing mass destruction and
toallieslikethe USthat areessentially
committed to shared democratic values
and to peace. Of course we will still
make some mistakes, but at least our
conscience will be more clear that we
have not delivered armsto the ‘Nazis.’

To my Armenian colleagues and
friends, | can only say that as a Jew
and as an Israeli, | am mortified —and
angry.

Israel W. Charny is executive
director and co-founder of the Insti-
tute on the Holocaust and Genocidein
Jerusalem and editor of the Encyclo-
pedia of Genocide.

massmurder. The Armenian Genocide
took place between 1915 and 1923,
when about 1.5 million people are be-
lieved to have died at the hands of the
Ottoman government in what is now
Turkey.

Hollywood actor George Clooney
attended the conference and expressed
that he would like to visit Cambodia,
Y ouk Chhang said.

The Armenian government also
organized a Remembrance Day of
Genocide on April 24, which was
marked by protests in Y erevan.

Y ouk Chhang told VOA Khmer
that Turkey’s policy of denying the
genocide was a source of tension,
adding that Armenian youths took the
streets and torched the Turkish na-
tional flag during the demonstrations.

He suggested that education pro-
grams for young people in both Tur-
key and Armeniacould helptocalmthe
two countries’ antagonistic relations,
calling on Armenia’ s foreign minister
tolead effortsto establish world geno-
cide education.

“The youth of both countries
need to have accurate memory of their

own society,” Youk Chhang saidin an
emall

About 1.7 million peopledied in
Cambodia between 1975 and 1979
under the Pol Pot regime. Theperiodis
often referred to as a genocide, al-
though there is debate among scholars
over whether it constitutes the defini-
tion of the crime set out in a 1948
United Nations convention.

Former Khmer Rouge leaders
Khieu Samphan and Nuon Chea are
facing trial at the Khmer Rouge Tribu-
nal in Phnom Penh. The pair have
already been convicted of crimes
against humanity, but a second phase
of their trial is currently being heard
that includes charges of genocide, spe-
cifically against the Muslim Cham and
ethnic Vietnamese minorities.

Y ouk Chhang noted that the Ar-
menian Genocide early in thelast cen-
tury had been followed by numerous
other genocidal acts around the world.
He stressed that education about geno-
cide and discussion of the subject was
crucial, especially in post-conflict so-
cieties like Cambodia, if such atroci-
ties are not to be repeated.
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“The Other Side of Home”

Takes Viewers to Turkey and Armenia for 100th
Anniversary and Armenian Genocide Remembrance Day

“The Other Side of Home” fol-
lowsthejourney of an Armenian film-
maker and a Turkish woman whose
lives have been defined by what hap-
pened over 100 years ago.

The documentary takes the audi-
ence from the streets of Turkey, where
mention of the genocide is taboo, and
many citizens believe that the event
never took place; to the heart of Arme-
nia, where hundreds of thousands of
citizens have gathered to honor lost
loved ones for the 100th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide.

“It wasimportant for usto create
a documentary that tells a personal
story about how this history-altering
event affects us still today,” said the
film’ sdirector Naré Mkrtchyan. “ M ak-
ing this film | realized that the sad
reality isthat genocide doesnot endthe
moment the killing stops. The effects
actually continue and pass from gen-
eration to generation.”

Director Naré Mkrtchyan set out
to find a Turkish person with Arme-

nian heritage for this documentary,
which proved to be a difficult task. It
isstill illegal in Turkey to discusswhat
happened during this time period with
Armenians, and as a result, most po-
tential subjects were extremely hesi-
tant to talk on-camera about their
Armenian heritage. Maya, however,
believed her entire life that she was
Turkish, until she learned that her
great grandmother, Nuriye, was ac-
tually Armenian and had been forced
tohideheridentity inorder tosurvive.
The documentary follows Maya as
she unravels her great grandmother’ s
past and digs deeper into her true
heritage.

More than one hundred years ago,
millions of Armenian people were left
homeless, starving, tortured, and mas-
sacred. April 24 commemoratesthevic-
tims of the Armenian Genocide of 1915
and is known in the United States as
Armenian Genocide RemembranceDay.
This documentary was filmed in 2015
during the 100th anniversary.

Original Manuscript of Armenian Genocide
Whistleblower Discovered in San Francisco

LOSANGELES-- Whenacousin
of DianaHekimian’sin San Francisco
mentioned that she had found an old
manuscript in the basement of her
apartment building two months ago,
Hekimian didn’t know what to think.

Then she saw the manuscript.
Withitsfaded type, handwritten notes,
and photographstaped to the pages, “it
looked like a very important docu-
ment,” she said. So, she brought it to
the Armenian Film Foundationfor help
figuring out what it was.

Hekimian, afounding member of
the Armenian Dramatic Arts Alliance
and board member of the Armenian
International Women'sAssociation, had
actually just stumbled uponanoriginal
copy of one of the earliest reports of
the 1915 genocide in Armenia: The
Diyarbekir Massacres and Kurdish
Atrocities. It was written by British
Pro-Consul ThomasM ugerditchianand
published in 1919.

Peopleall over theworld can get
apersonal glimpseintoMugerditchian’s
lifethrough thetestimony of hisdaugh-
ter, AliceMugerditchian Shipley, which
is integrated into the Visual History
Archive as part of USC Shoah
Foundation’s Armenian Genocide tes-
timony collection. The testimony was

originally filmed by documentarian J.
Michael Hagopian and collected by the
Armenian Film Foundation.

TheMugerditchianfamily lived
incomfort and prestigein Diyarbekir,
Turkey, until World War | began and
Alice, her mother and siblings were
forced to flee. They attempted to
stay alive in Kharpert (Harput) until
finally deciding to escape through
the mountains of Dersim and into
Russian controlled Erzincan. Tho-
mas Mugerditchian was still in
Diyarbekir when he wrote his report
and later served as a diplomat in
Egypt. The family was finally re-
united in Californiain 1921.

The Diyarbekir Massacres and
Kurdish Atrocities is significant be-
cause it was one of the first written
reports of violence committed against
Armenian men, womenand childrenin
May 1914 leading up to the beginning
of the Armenian Genocide in 1915,
said Carla Garapedian, board member
of the Armenian Film Foundation. The
actsof violenceand persecution against
innocent civilians that Mugerditchian
describes provide clues that a geno-
cide was about to begin.

“You don’t suddenly attack a
population,” Garapedian said.

May 7, 2016

Aleppo Under Heavy and Indiscriminate
Shelling

Fighting hasonce again intensified
in Aleppo in recent days after the fragile
ceasefire that had held for the past few
weeks has apparently fallen apart. This
renewedviolencein Syriacomesat atime
when the heroic people of Artsakh are
standing strong and tall against the cow-
ardly attacks by Azerbaijan.

Sources from inside Aleppo have
reported indiscriminate shelling of civil-
ian neighborhoods throughout most of
thecity, withover 30civilianskilledinthe
past 24-48 hours and another 60 people
killed over the weekend in Aleppo, ac-
cording to Reuters. Among the victims are Syrian-Armenians. “The shells are
everywhere, there are dead people on the ground, and they’ re washing the blood
from the streets,” said one resident, quoted by the Guardian.

Wewishto remind all those who have supported SARF s efforts throughout
the past four years, and latel y during the SARF Telethon, that we should all remain
vigilant and continue our coordinated effort in raising the needed funds to support
those who are enduring the daily hardships of a brutal and bloody war.

Although geographically apart, our peoplein Aleppo and in Artsakh know
well that theentire Armenian nation standsby their sideintheir strugglesfor aslong
as it takes.

Wewish to thank our donorsfor their continued support and call on all those
who wish to contribute towards this cause, to donate by mailing acheck to SARF:
P.O. Box 1948, Glendale, CA 91209 or by donating online at
www.syrianarmenianrelieffund.org.

SARF Executive Committee

Mugerditchian’ sreport isbased
on his own personal observations as
well as accounts from four other
witnesses.

The book’s content is truly har-
rowing. Mugerditchian describesbabies
being thrown off bridges, entire village
populations marched off into the desert

and massacred, and rivers flowing red
with blood from murdered civilians.
Mugerditchian compiled his re-
port, made four carbon copies (one of
which is Hekimian's) and sent it to the
U.S. State Department. It was published
in 1919. In 2013, it was translated to
English from the original Armenian.

ARAX

GLENDALE

(818) 696-2303
625 E. Colorada Street, Glendale, CA 91205
Menday - Saturday 10 am - 10 pm
Sunday 11 am - 8 pm
www.FalafelAraxUSA.com

New Locations Coming Soon

We Now Deliver!
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ARMENIAN Film Festival; Every 1™
ARMENIAN COMEDY MOVIE; Thursday, May 19, 2016 at 7:30 pm
AEBU Soghanalian Hall, 1060 N. Allan Ave., Pasadena, CA. Entr. Fee: Donation
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GAIDZ Youth Organization — PRESENTS - Gaidz Movie Night
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