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genocide, 'Jliat is what Turkey does every time a foreign government dares
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THE CUT-

"The Cut" 2015-

0 ) , : 12,
2016, 6 00

THE CULT i.ITEE OF
OF ISTANBUL

NS N
resents the Award Winning Movi

SUNDAY, JUNE 12th, 2016 at 6:00 pm OIA center
For more informations plz call

(200 ) Dr Ohannes Kulak Avedikyan@ (818) 800-1976

Tfte Cut is a 2014 internationally co-produced drama film directed
Fatih Akin It was selected to compete for theGolden Lion at
71st Venice International Film Festival. T h e film is about the
s and experiences of a young Armenian by the name of
zareth Manoogian. in the light of the Armenian Genocide and
repercussions in different parts of the world.
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Germany’s Bundestag Overwhelmingly Passes Armenian Genocide Resolution

Erdogan Calls Armenian Genocide Recognition ‘Blackmail’

Germany’s parliament over-
whelmingly passed on Thursday, June
2nd, aresolution recognizing the 1915
massacres of some 1.5 million Arme-
nians in the Ottoman Empire as geno-
cide.

"With one vote against and one
abstention, this resolution has been
passed by aremarkable majority ofthe
German Bundestag," Norbert Lammert,
the speaker ofthe German lower house
of parliament, declared after the vote,
according to Reuters.

The resolution, titled “Remem-
brance and commemoration of the
genocide of Armenians and other Chris-
tian minorities in 1915 and 1916”, was
drafted by lawmakers representing the
main parliamentary factions, including
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s Christian
Democratic Union (CDU). It says the
Armenians' fate exemplified "the his-
tory of mass exterminations, ethnic
cleansing, deportations and yes, geno-
cide, which marked the 20th century
in such a terrible way."

It also acknowledges that the

German Empire, then amilitary ally of
the Ottomans, did nothing to stop the
killings.

"That we were complicit in this
terrible crime does not mean that today
we will be complicitin denying it," said
Cem Ozdemir, the ethnic Turkish leader
of the opposition Green Party and a
stronger backer of Armenian genocide
recognition.

"Only those who recognize the
past can take part in shaping the fu-
ture," Deutsche Welle quoted Franz
Josef Jung, a former German defense
minister and a senior CDU lawmaker,
as saying. "We want this resolution to
revive the process of reconciliation
[between Turkey and Armenia]."

Gregor Gysi, a politician from
The Left Party, who was critical of
Turkey’s treatment of the Kurds who
were doing an excellent job in fighting
Islamic State, said that “Germany was
a historical accessory” and has a duty
to recognize the mass killings of Ar-
menians in the First World War.

“We need to call this what it was

4 Syrian Armenians Killed In Aleppo Shelling

ALEPPO (RFE/RL) - Four eth-
nic Armenian civilians have reportedly
been killed and dozens of others
wounded in Syria’s formerly largest
city of Aleppo in continuing clashes
between Syrian governmenttroops and
ropposition forces.

According to local Armenian ac-

tivists, they died on Thursday evening
when an Armenian-populated govern-
ment-controlled district of the war-
ravaged city was shelled by insur-
gents. Three of the male victims were
said to have been burned to death

Continued on page 3

- agenocide,” he told the parliament.
“The Bunderstag should not allow it-
self to be blackmailed by Turkey’s
threats.”

According to the Christian Demo-
cratic Union’ Albert Weiler, Germany
had a “historical duty” to recognize the
mass killings of Armenians.

“Without this admission there
cannot be forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion. Suffering does not know tempo-
rary boundaries. Genocide will never
remain in the past. By recognizing the
genocide, it will force the Turkish
government to take a brave step and
look into its own history,” he said.

Although Merkel did not take part
in the vote, she did back the genocide
resolution in an internal party straw
poll earlier this week. “She told me this
morning that she sides with her parlia-
mentary group,” a spokeswoman for
the chancellor reportedly said on
Wednesday.

Erdogan: This is ‘Blackmail’

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan called Germany’s recogni-
tion ofthe Armenian Genocide “black-
mail” during atelevised speech Satur-
day, Agence France-Presse reported.

In his most bitter reaction yet to
the vote by the German parliament,
Erdogan threatened to leave Europe "to
its own worries" if such disputes were
not resolved.

"The issue here is not the Arme-
nians.... The Armenian issue is used all
over the world as a convenient black-
mail against Turkey and has even
started to be used as a stick," he said in
the televised speech.

“l am addressing the whole
world. You may like it, you may not.

Our attitude on the Armenian issue is
clear from the beginning. We will never
accept the accusations of genocide,”
Erdogan said. The Turkish president
said the Ottoman Empire was under a
constant state of attack during 1915-
16, and what happened to Armenians
in Anatolia was not a coordinated ef-
fort led by the government at the time.

Referring to Germany's guilt over
the Holocaust, Erdogan scoffed that it
was the "last country” to make such
accusations.

He added Germany would also be
better advised to re-examine the slaugh-
ter of indigenous Namibians under the
German Empire over a century ago,
which Berlin has yet to officially term
a genocide.

Erdogan had said in comments
published in Turkish newspapers ear-
lier that he wondered how German
officials could look Turkey's leaders in
the face after the vote in the Bundestag.

He expressed disappointment
over conduct of Chancellor Angela
Merkel, who stayed away from the
Bundestag debate, saying he wished
she had taken part "and cast her vote."

"Now | wonder how, after such
a decision, German officials will look
at me personally and our prime minis-
ter in the face," Erdogan said.

Death Threats Against
Green Party Leader Cem Ozdemir

The leader of Germany’s Green
Party, Cem Ozdemir, is under police
protection following death threats re-
ceived in the wake of the German
Bundestag’s vote to recognize the Arme-
nians Genocide, the Die Welt reports.

Continuedon page 3

Iran’s Rouhani Again Urges

Closer Ties With Armenia

TEHRAN (RFE/RL) -- President
Hassan Rouhani reaffirmed Iran’s de-
sire to deepen relations with Armenia
“in all areas” on Sunday as he oversaw
the signing of an Armenian-Iranian
agreement on visa-free travel between
the two neighboring nations.

Foreign Minister Edward Nal-
bandian signed the agreement with his
Iranian counterpart Mohammad Javad
Zarif after holding talks with Rouhani
during an official visit to Tehran.

The deal lifted visa requirements
for Iranian nationals visiting Armenia
and vice versa. The Armenian govern-
ment gave the green light to the mutual
visawaiver on Thursday, saying that it
will boostbilateral ties and attract more
Iranian tourists to Armenia.

The official Iranian IRNA news
agency saidthe deal signed in Rouhani’s
presence “is the result of significant
progress in Iran-Armenia relations
made in the past few months.”

“The Islamic Republic President
. called for promotion of ties be-
tween the two states in all areas in the
post-sanctions era,” it said in a sepa-
rate report on Rouhani’s meeting with
Nalbandian. “He underlined that Iran
and Armenia have similar positions on
regional and international develop-
ments,” it added.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
likewise quoted Rouhani as praising
the “strong” Armenian-lranian rela-
tionship and saying that the recent
lifting of international sanctions against
Tehran opened up new opportunities
for it further expansion. The two gov-
ernments should take “practical steps”
to boost bilateral commercial ties, he
said, according to a ministry state-
ment.

According to IRNA, Rouhani also
reiterated that Iran is seeking to “con-

Continuedon page 2
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ECRI1 Calls on Azerbaijan to Stop Hate

Speech Against Armenians

European Com miss Lor

against Racism amL Intolerance

Commission cump&nue

conlrc le ragilme ct l'intoLfraiCc

STRASBOURG -- The European
Commission against Racism and Intol-
erance (ECRI) today published its new
report on Azerbaijan. While progress
was achieved in areas such as migra-
tion legislation and living conditions of
historical minorities, other issues give
rise to concern, such as the continued
use of hate speech, a crackdown on
independent civil society and media,
prejudice against LGBT people and dis-
crimination against religious minorities.

ECRI expresses concern about a
wide ranging crack-down on indepen-
dent civil society and media. As aresult,
vulnerable groups can no longer turn to
NGOs for assistance in cases of racism,
hate speech and discrimination.

“Political leaders, educational in-
stitutions and media have continued
using hate speech against Armenians;
an entire generation of Azerbaijanis
has now grown up listening to this
hateful rhetoric. Human rights activ-
ists working inter alia towards recon-
ciliation with Armenia have been sen-
tenced to heavy prison terms on con-
troversial accusations and there are
big concerns that hate speech provi-
sions have been misused against the
Talysh minority,” the report reads.

“The authorities should ensure
that public officials at all levels refrain
from hate speech towards Armenians
and create adequate conditions for the
development of adiverse and indepen-
dent civil society,” it continues.

“An entire generation of

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Azerbaijanis has now grown up listen-
ing to constant rhetoric of Armenian
aggression. According to a 2012 sur-
vey, 91% perceived Armenia as
Azerbaijan’s greatest enemy.”

ECRI reiterates its recommenda-
tion that the Azerbaijani authorities
ensure that public officials at all levels
refrain from hate speech towards Ar-
menians.

“Even though no violent hate
crime based on ethnic affiliation has
been registered in Azerbaijan during
the last five years, political leaders,
educational institutions and media have
continued spreading hate speech. The
pardon, release and promotion in 2012
of Ramil Safarov, who had been sen-
tenced in Budapest to life imprison-
ment for the murder of an Armenian
army officer, contributes to a sense of
impunity for the perpetrators of racist
crime. The report recommends that
authorities put an end to the constant,
mediatized use of hate speech, and
rather promote mutual understanding
and confidence,” the report says.

ECRI is a human rights body of
the Council of Europe, composed of
independent experts, which monitors
problems of racism, xenophobia,
antisemitism, intolerance and discrimi-
nation on grounds such as “race”,
national/ethnic origin, color, citizen-
ship, religion and language (racial dis-
crimination); it prepares reports and
issues recommendations to member
States.

Czech President to Call on Government and

Parliament to Recognize Armenian Genocide

President of teh Czech Republic
Milos Zeman will ask the Government
and Parliamentto officially recognize the
massacre of Armenians by Turks as
genocide.

“l expressed my stance on the
Armenian Genocide, when the Presi-
dent of Armenia, Serzh Sargsyan, was

visiting Prague in 2014,” President
Zeman said in an interview with
ParlamentniListy.cz.

The President said he will reiter-
ate the position during his state visit
to Armenia. “But more steps are
needed, and after my talks in Armenia
I’ll call onthe Czech Government and

JUNE 11, 2016

Majority of Germans Support Bundestag

Resolution on Armenian Genocide

ki

BERLIN -- The vast majority of
Germans support their parliament’s
recognition of the 1915 mass killings
of Armenians as genocide and do not
trust Turkey’s government, accord-
ing to opinion polls commissioned by
German media.

A survey for ARD television,
Germany’s largest public broadcaster,
showed that 74 percent of them agree
with the term “genocide” to describe
the massacres.

Reuters cited the findings of the
poll shortly after the German parlia-
ment, the Bundestag, passed on Thurs-
day aresolution that uses the politically
sensitive word in reference toup to 1.5
million Armenians massacred during
the First World War.

According to another survey cited
by the “Der Spiegel” magazine, 91
percent of Germans do not regard
Turkish President Recep Erdogan as a
trustworthy partner of Germany, a 12
percent increase from April.

Erdogan and his government
strongly condemned the Bundestag
resolution after its overwhelming ap-
proval by lawmakers representing
Germany’s leading political parties.
Successive Turkish governments have
maintained that the last rulers of the
Ottoman Empire did not seek to exter-
minate its Armenian population.

Germany is home to an estimated

1
ufl I M
3L Ls® 1. T

3.5 million Turks. Many of them also
strongly oppose the genocide resolu-
tion, saying that it will have negative
consequences for the already compli-
cated German-Turkish relationship,
according to “Der Spiegel.”

Gokay Sofuoglu, Chairman of
the Turkish Community in Germany,
dismissed the resolution as “useless.”
“Legally and historically the issue has
not been sufficiently discussed. Ex-
perts on both the Armenian and Turk-
ish sides will continue to prove that the
other side is wrong,” Sofuoglu said.

“There are already angry pro-
tests in Turkey, but the atmosphere
there tends to change quickly,” Yetvart
Danzikyan, a Turkish-Armenian jour-
nalist, told the German paper “Die
Tagezeitung.” “In my independent
opinion, however, it is always good to
speak openly about the truth.”

“The more German historical ar-
chives are examined and publicized,
the harder it will become for the Turk-
ish government to maintain its position
of denying the genocide,” he said.

Danzikyan also said Germany
could play abiggerrole in establishing
the historical truth and helping to
normalize relations between Armenia
and Turkey. He suggested that German
Chancellor Angela Merkel “contribute to
the launch of an international mediation
mission between Armenia and Turkey.”

Iran’s Rouhani Urges Closer Ties With Armenia

Continued from page 1

nect the Black Seato the Persian Gulf
through Armenia.” The Iranian leader
discussed the matter with President
Serzh Sarkisian in a phone call in
January.

Armenian Transport Minister
Gagik Beglarian said after visiting the
Iranian capital later in January that
Yerevan and Tehran are considering
creating a new transport corridor that
would connect India to Europe via
their territories. Beglarian said they be-
lieve that cargo shipments can be carried
out through the Persian Gulf, Iran, Ar-
menia, Georgia and the Black Sea.

Nalbandian was reported to as-

Parliament to follow the example of
the German Bundestag,” he stated.
The President recalled that the Ar-
menian Genocide has been recognized not
only by Germany, but also a number of
other countries, including France, Russia,

sure Rouhani that the Armenian side is
ready to “draw up and implement new,
more ambitious projects” with the Is-
lamic Republic.

The Foreign Ministry statement
said Nalbandian also briefed the Ira-
nian president on recent developments
in the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. He
praised Tehran’s “balanced position”
on the dispute.

Iran was quick to express seri-
ous concern at the April 2 outbreak of
heavy fighting in and around Karabakh.
Iranian Defense Minister Hossein
Dehqgan urged an immediate end to the
hostilities when held separate phone
talks with his Armenian and Azerbaijani
counterparts on April 3.

Poland, Slovakia, Italy and others.

President of the Czech Republic
Milos Zeman has arrived in Armenia for
a two-day state visit today at the invita-
tion of Armenia’s President Serzh
Sarkisian.

www.massisweekly.com
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Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox and

Armenian Churches Work Together to

Renovate Christ’'s Tomb

JERUSALEM --Forthe firsttime
in two centuries, restoration work has
begun on the Tomb of Jesus in the
Church ofthe Holy Sepulchre in Jerusa-
lem.

The Armenian, Greek Orthodox
and Catholic Churches, the three Chris-
tian denominations that look after dif-
ferent parts of the sacred site, have put
aside their differences that have cause
some delays in the work being car-
ried out. They are working jointly to
restore the Edicule, or chamber,
which is directly above the place
where many believe that the body of
Christ lay for three days after the
Crucifixion. It is the first such work
at the tomb since 1810, when the
shrine was restored and given its
current shape following a fire.

The chamber had become so pre-
carious that the Antiquities Authority
of Israel declared it unsafe last year
and it was closed briefly.

Rev. Samuel Aghoyan of the Ar-
menian Church said: "We equally de-
cided the required renovation was nec-

essary to be done, so we agreed upon it."

According to Dr Antonia
Moropoulou, a professor of chemi-
cal engineering atthe National Tech-
nical University of Athens, who led
the scientific study on the tomb, it
has been damanged by many years
of exposure to humidity from the
condensation from the breath of visi-
tors, and thermal stress caused by
candles burning for hours nearby.
The tomb could also be vulnerable
to an earthquake, she said.

Candle fumes have also caused
deposits that damage the marble and
caused chemical reactions that lead to
further damage.

The £2.3 million restoration is ex-
pected to be finished in 2017, seven
decades afterthe British first constructed
the metal frame at the site, but it will
remain open to pilgrims throughout.

King Abdullah of Jordan has also
made a donation. Jordan controlled the
Old City until the 1967 war and is still
involved in looking after its Christian
and Muslim holy sites.

Germany’s Bundestag Overwhelmingly Passes
Armenian Genocide Resolution

Continued from page 1

“We are thoroughly used to abuse
and insults, but we have never experi-
enced such a high number of death
threats,” the head of Ozdemir*s office
Marc Berthold told Die Welt.

Germany’sGreen Party leader
Cem Ozdemir

Green Party leader Ozdemir, a
German-Turk, was one of the people
who initiated the voting of the resolu-
tion and he stated that, “Germany's
complicity to the genocide doesn't mean
that we should support the ones who

deny the genocide today.”

Ozdemir said that extremists
were not unique to Germany. “Right-
wing radicalism is not a German privi-
lege. Unfortunately it also exists in
Turkey and among German Turks.”

Most death threats come from
Turkish nationalists. “l will come to
Germany andkillyou,” one man tweeted.
Another twwet reads: “We should honor
this loose assimilated German Cem
Ozdemir with a shot in the head.”

Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan also criticized Ozdemir. “And
who is the leader of this scandalous
development? | won't say from which
city he is, because there are people
who are from the same city right now.
They would be upset. He is from Tur-
key, but | cannot call him “Turk”.
Why? Because someone who has Turk-
ish blood cannot accuse this nation for
genocide.”

The Berlin police have increased
their presence around Ozdemir‘s flat
and all threats, whether they arrive
with flyers, mail, e-mail or Twitter,
are now forwarded by Ozdemir office
directly to the Federal Criminal Police
Office of Germany and analyzed there.

3

Armenia’s First Smartphone Goes on Sale

YEREVAN (EurasiaNet) --
Armenia’s first-ever smart phone ar-
rived in stores on June 6, as the latest
result of the country's ongoing ambi-
tion to become the South Caucasus'
high-tech capital.

The debut of Armphone, a
touchscreen, Android cell phone, made
Armenia the second ex-Soviet republic
after Russiato foray into the smartphone-
manufacturing industry. The maker, a
joint American-Armenianventure, Tech-
nology & Science Dynamics (TSD), has
created an Android-runtablet, too, called
Armpad.

Armphone features a 5.1-inch, full
HD-screen and aprice for between $100-
$300, depending on features, according
to one news report. (TSD itself does not
specify a retail price.)

The combination of an affordable
price and national pride makes the
manufaturers confident of sales suc-
cess. TSD used the motto "It is time for
Armenian products" in its promotion for
the phones, which, it claims, "will satisfy
the pickiest of customers."

"The buyers will be pleasantly sur-
prised by the choice of ringtones based
on music pieces by famous Armenian
composers,”" the company said.

A country of some 3.3 million,
Armenia has been banking heavily on
developing a high-tech industry to
jumpstart its modest, predominantly ag-
ricultural-and-service-based, $10-billion
economy.

Between 2008 and 2013,
EurasiaNet.org found, Armenia’s IT in-
dustry grew at a rapid, 22-percent-per-
year rate, to account for roughly five
percent ofthe national economy in 2015,
RFE/RL reported. Supported by the gov-
ernment, donor aid and private invest-
ment, the $550 million industry features
both subsidiaries of international corpo-
rations and local startups.

Noubar Afeyan Elected to
MIT Board of Trustees

On June 2, AGBU Central Board
Member Noubar Afeyan was elected
to the Board of Trustees of the Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology
(MIT). Afeyan, along with the nine
other term members elected this year,
will serve for five years, effective
July 1 He will add his expertise to
the 76 distinguished leaders in edu-
cation, science, engineering and in-
dustry already serving the MIT Board
of Trustees.

Afeyan, elected to the AGBU
Central Board of Directors in 2012,
earned his PhD in biochemical engi-
neering from MIT, and has authored
numerous scientific publications and
patents. He is the founder and CEO of
Flagship Ventures, aleading early-stage,
life-science venture firm managing
funds exceeding $1.4 billion. In his 30-
year career, Afeyan has co-founded
more than 38 life-science and technol-
ogy startups, and is currently director
or chair of several private and public
company boards. Additionally, he co-

founded the National Competitiveness
Foundation of Armenia, the UWC
Dilijan International School, the Noubar
and Anna Afeyan Foundation, and the
Aurora Prize for Awakening Human-
ity. He also served as chair of the
World Economic Forum's Global
Agenda Council on Chemicals and Bio-
technology and its Emerging Tech-
nologies Council. Since 2000, Afeyan
has been a senior lecturer at the MIT
Sloan School of Management.

4 Syrian Armenians Killed In Aleppo Shelling

Continued from page 1

inside a small workshop that caught
fire, while the fourth man was killed by
a rocket moments later.

Zarmig Boghigian, the editor
ofthe Aleppo-based Armenian maga-
zine Kantsasar, said the shelling
lasted for two hours, leaving several
dozen other Syrian Armenians
wounded.

“Last past night was really bad.
Armed terrorist groups fired around
40 rockets and gas tanks within two
hours,” Boghigian told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) by
phone. The gunfire seriously dam-
aged an Armenian church and a
school, she said.

Boghigian claimed that the Ar-
menian-populated Nor Kyugh dis-
trict was deliberately targeted by
“pro-Turkish” rebels.

“Kantsasar” reported earlier
that an Armenian nursing home in
Aleppo was shelled and partly de-
stroyed last week. It said one Syrian
Armenian, awoman, was killed and
two others wounded as a result.

Aleppo was home to the major-
ity of an estimated 80,000 ethnic
Armenians who lived in Syria until
the outbreak of the bloody civil war
five years ago. Only up to 10,000 of
them reportedly remain in the war-
ravaged country now. Many are said
to be unable to flee the war zone or
simply have nowhere to go.
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AGBU #Help Artsakh Campaign
Raises $325,000

NEW YORK -- Since the four-
day war in Nagorno-Karabakh in April,
AGBU worldwide fundraising efforts,
individual donors and a special alloca-
tion by the AGBU Central Board of
Directors have raised more than
$325,000 for the people of Armenia,
Nagorno-Karabakh and their armed
forces. After large scale military at-
tacks by Azerbaijan and the continuing
security threats it poses to Armenia
and Nagorno-Karabakh, there is adire
need for a unified and reinforced com-
mitment by Armenians worldwide.
AGBU has reaffirmed its unwavering
support to the people and armed forces
of Armenia and Nagorno-Karabakh and
brought urgent support to the families
of fallen soldiers, injured soldiers and
innocent civilians.

On May 13, the AGBU Armenia
team visited severely injured soldiers
and volunteer fighters at the Central
Clinical Military Hospital and the Reha-
bilitation Center of the Armenian Red
Cross Society in Yerevan. The team
also visited the homes of discharged
soldiers and families of fallen soldiers
in the regions of Shirak and Ararat to
deliver $1,000 to each family.

agbu-nkr-campaign010n May 21
and 22, AGBU Armenia visited
Nagorno-Karabakh, including the Mili-
tary Hospital in Stepanakert and the
homes of fallen soldiers in the regions
of Martakert, Martuni and Hadrout,
providing families in need with $1,000
of financial assistance. AGBU Arme-
nia Deputy Director Hovig Eordekian
met with Arayik Harutunyan, Prime
Minister of Nagorno-Karabakh, and

introduced AGBU's campaign direc-
tions, which include the purchase of
medical equipment and supplies, fi-
nancial assistance to the families of
fallen and injured soldiers and support
to displaced families.

"After returning to Yerevan, we
will immediately start avery important
phase of our campaign, which entails
purchasing medical equipment and as-
sisting our military. The list of equip-
ment was identified by the Defense
Ministries and prioritized by the medi-
cal divisions of the military. It will
include emergency and intensive care
equipment as well as hemostatic agents
and portable x-rays. We believe that
this equipment will help save the lives
of soldiers on the frontline," said
Eordekian.

Since the beginning of April,
AGBU Armenia has provided support
to more than 70 displaced Armenians,
including 30 children, by hosting them
atthe Nairi Hotel in Stepanakert, where
AGBU Nagorno-Karabakh program co-
ordinator Sassoun Baghdasaryan has
been overseeing this project and deliv-
ering financial assistance to 21 fami-
lies of injured and fallen soldiers.

To ensure its resources are cor-
rectly allocated, AGBU began coordinat-
ing its programs with Armenian govern-
mental agencies as well as other organi-
zations that have initiated fundraising
campaigns. As a result of these efforts,
AGBU Yerevan, Repat Armenia,
Sahman and the Arar Foundation cre-
ated a Coordination Group, a growing
network that meets regularly to share
experiences and recommendations.
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New Executive Committee Elected

at Ararat Home of Los Angeles

MISSION HILLS - As is cus-
tomary every year following its annual
membership meeting, the Ararat Home
Board of Trustees recently elected its
new executive committee. The com-
mittee members are Michael Surmeian
as Chairman, Ron Nazeley as 14 Vice
Chair, Nora Hampar as 2rdVice Chair,
Debbie Avedian as Secretary, Vahe
Vartanian as Treasurer, Arthur
Zabounian as Assistant Secretary, and
Gary Kaloostian as Assistant Trea-
surer. Each of them has served on the
Board for several years.

Upon his election as Chairman,
Mr. Surmeian thanked trustees for
their support and confidence and con-
veyed his commitment to the mission
of the Home and his optimism for
continued growth. He gave special
thanks to outgoing Chairman Joseph
Kanimian for his leadership in guiding
the Home to new heights of excellence
as other past chairmen have. He ac-
knowledged the love the executive
committee members share for the
Home and its residents. He recognized
the dedication of employees and vol-
unteers and expressed his heartfelt
gratitude for the support Ararat Home
receives throughout the community.

In his turn, Mr. Kanimian congratu-
lated Mr. Surmeian on his new respon-
sibilities and expressed his utmost trust
and confidence in his abilities to con-
tinue leading Ararat Home to further
achievements for the benefit and care
of its precious residents.

The Home has continuously been
recognized for the exemplary service
and care it provides its over 350 resi-
dents. The chairman said, “These posi-
tive results don’t happen by acci-
dent; they happen because of the
tireless training and the hard work
done day-in-and-day-out as well as
the love given to our residents by our
employees who are capably led by
our administrators and Chief Operat-
ing Officer. And, with continued
support, we owe it to the Armenian
community to bring the AraratHome
Experience to as many of our moth-
ers and fathers as we can.”

The Home enjoys sustained sup-
port from its several guilds and Ladies
Auxiliary, the Armenian Church and
community-wide organizations, and
from members of the community at
large. Ararat Home relies heavily on
donations in order to deliver this out-
standing service to our community.

Author Aris Janigian to Present New Novel at

Abril

GLENDALE - Author Aris
Janigian will present his new novel,
"Waiting for Lipchitz at Chateau
Marmont™ in a special conversation
with local actor/comedian Lory
Tatoulian on Thursday , June 23, 2016
at 7:30pm at Abril Bookstore - 415
E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admis-
sion is free with reception to follow.

"Waiting for Lipchitz at Chateau
Marmont" is set in two iconic lo-
cales—Hollywood's legendary Chateau
Marmont and Fresno's amazing
Forestiere's Underground Garden. A
bold and colorful critique of the Cali-
fornia Dream through the perspective
of screenwriter who has gone from
riches to rags. A kind of Hollywood
version ofWaiting for Godot, Janigian's
Lipchitz is astunningly original take on
the absent protagonist and what is
illuminated in the void.

Avris Janigian is author of three
previous novels, Bloodvine, Riverbig,
and This Angelic Land. A Ph.D. in
psychology, from 1993 to 2005 he
was senior professor of Humanities at
Southern California Institute of Archi-

Bookstore

tecture. He has published in genres as
diverse as poetry, social psychology,
and design criticism. He was a contrib-
uting writer to West, the Los Angeles
Times Sunday Magazine, afinalist for
the William Saroyan Fiction Prize, and
the recipient of the Anahid Literary
Award from Columbia University.
Presented by Abril Bookstore.
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Director of Fellowship Ministry Position

"St. Gregory Armenian Church of Pasadena is looking for
applicants for afull-time position as Director of Fellowship Minis-
try. It requires organizing committees and teams ofvolunteers to
plan, develop and execute parish activities. For more information,
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please call the parish office at 626-449-1523."
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