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Sarkisian and Aliyev Agree to Normalize the

Situation Along the Line of Contact

ST. PETERSBURG (Combined
Sources) -- Armenia sPresident Serzh
Sarkisian and Azerbaijan’s President
I[lham Aliyev have met in the Russian
city of St. Petersburg for talks aimed
at reaching a settlement on the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

Russian President VIadimir Putin
hosted the June 20 meeting -- the
second between Aliyev and Sarkisian
since a truce was established in early
April to halt four days of fighting
around Nagorno-Karabakh between
Azerbaijan’s military and Armenia
forces.

After the talks, the three leaders
in ajoint statement expressed readi-
ness to normalize the situation along
the line of contact and agreed to an
increase in the number of monitorsin
the area from the Organization for
Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE).

“The presidents noted major im-
portance of their regular contacts on
the Nagorno-Karabakh problems and
agreed to continue them in this format
to supplement the work of the OSCE
Minsk Group co-chairs who were in-

vited to thefinal part of the St. Peters-
burg meeting,” the document says.

Theleadershave* stated that they
reached mutual understanding on a
number of issues the settlement of
which will make it possible to create
conditionsfor progressintheNagorno-
Karabakh settlement.”

“The presidents reiterated their
commitment to the agreementsreached
at thelatest Armenian-Azerbaijani sum-
mit in Vienna on May 16 that are
geared towardsstabilization of thesitu-
ation in the conflict zone and creating
of the atmosphere capable of promot-
ing the peace process. For these ends,
they agreed, in particular, to increase
the number of monitorsin the conflict
zone. They expressed satisfaction of
the observance of the ceasefire along
the line of engagement in the recent
time,” the presidents said in the state-
ment.

Foreign Minister Edward Nal-
bandian described as“ quite useful” the
latest meeting of Armenia’s and
Azerbaijan’s presidents, saying that it
might help to break the deadlock in the
Nagorno-Karabakh peace process.

France Plans New Law Against

Armenian Genocide Denial

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- France
plansto enact anew law that will make
it a crime to publicly deny the 1915
Armenian genocide in Ottoman Tur-
key, the French ambassador to Arme-
nia, Jean-Francois Charpentier, said
on Tuesday.

“The text is practically ready,”
Charpentier told a news conferencein
Y erevan. “So | think that we will hear
about it soon.”

Charpentier said that President
Francois Hollande is behind the bill
drafted by French government offi-
cialsandlegal experts. Hestressed that
thebill would criminalize thedenial of
not only the Armenian genocide but
also other genocides officially recog-
nized by France.

The two houses of France’s
parliament already passed a law

against Armenian genocide denial in
December 2011 and January 2012.
The move, hailed by Armenia but
condemned by Turkey, was orches-
trated by Hollande's predecessor
Nicolas Sarkozy.

France' sconstitutional court sub-
sequently struck down the law, how-
ever, saying that it runs counter to
freedom of speech.

Hollandepledgedto bangenocide
denial when he ran for president in
2012. He told leaders of France's in-
fluential Armenian community at the
time that a new corresponding bill
should be drafted with “utmost legal
security” so that it satisfiesthe French
Constitutional Council.

Hollande, 61, is expected to run
for asecond term in presidential elec-
tions slated for April-May 2017.

Mateos Sarkisian “Paramaz” Square

Inaugurated in Uruguayan Capital

MONTEVIDEO -- The Mate6s
Sarkisian “Paramaz” Square, was in-
augurated, on June 15, 2016, in recog-
nition of the 101th anniversary of the
Armeniangenocide. “ Paramaz” Square
is located on Canning Jorge Artigas
Boulevard, across from the iconic
Obelisk of Montevideo monument. The
spacepaystributeto Armenian activist
M ateos Sarkisian, known asthe pseud-
onym"Paramaz" aswell asthestruggle
of the Armenian people.

The activist is famous for the
phrase he told his executioners: "You
can hang our bodies but not our phi-
losophy."

Theinauguration ceremony was
attended by Montevideo interim-
Mayor Oscar Curutchet, Urugayian
Tourism Minister Liliam Kechichién,
the undersecretary of the Ministry of
Social Development Ana Olivera,
Member of Urugayian Parliament
Pedro Jostanian, Mayor of the Mu-
nicipality CH AndrésAbt, Consul Gen-
eral of theRepublicof Armenia, Rupen

Aprahamian, and representatives of
the Armenian community in Uruguay.

Interm-Mayor Curutchet stressed
theimportance of the square asatribute
to the values of freedom, coexistence
and democracy for which Armenians
fought for. "Thisis an act of recogni-
tion of the struggle of oppressed
peoples. Paramaz was a leader of this
movement and demonstrated the
revolutionary struggle,” said Curutchet,
“In this symbolic square of the City,
Montevideanas and M ontevideanos,
preserve his memory."

The Montevideyan City Council
emphasized theremembranceof promi-
nent Armenian national liberationmove-
ment Leader, Mateds “Paramaz”
Sarkisian, and his19 fellow Armenian
martyrs who were hung in Sultan
Bayazid Square; the central square of
Constantinople.

A statement was read from the
President of Armenia, Serj Sarkissian

Continued on page3

Armenia and Iran Reach Agreements

on Closer Military Cooperation

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- An Ar-
menian deputy defense minister in
charge of arms and other procure-
ments has reportedly reached agree-
ments on closer military cooperation
between Armenia and Iran during a
visit to Tehran.

The official, General Movses
Hakobian, is the recently appointed
head of the Armenian Defense
Ministry’s on Department Material-
Technical Procurements. The depart-

Continued on page3
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Artsakh to Become a Full Member of
Civilized World, FM Says

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- NKR
Foreign Minister Karen Mirzoyan ex-
pressed his certainty that Artsakh will
become afull member of the civilized
world.

He made this statement in
Copenhagen, where heis currently on
aworking visit.

NKR Foreign Minister had meet-
ings with representative of political
circles of Denmark and introduced
themto the processof state-buildingin
Artsakh.

OnJune 16, Karen Mirzoyan par-
ticipated in the reception on the occa-
sion of the 25th anniversary of the
independence of NKR, organized by
Embassy of Armenia to the Kingdom
of Denmark.

Armenian Ambassador to Den-
mark Hrachya Aghajanyan stated that
Artsakh gained independence based on
theindisputablestrive of Armeniansto
freely manage their lives and preserve
centuries-old culture and identity.

While presenting the achieve-

L2007

ments of the Nagorno-Karabakh Re-
public, Karen Mirzoyan noted that they
would have been impossible without
the help of Armenia and Armenians
from Diasporas around the world. He
stressed that not only Armenians, but
people in many other corners of the
world, including Denmark, stand by
Artsakh today.

Zhirayr Sefilian Arrested for Coup Plot

YEREVAN -- Zhirayr Sefilian
strongly denied through a lawyer on
Tuesday that he plotted an armed re-
volt against the Armenian government.

Sefilian was taken into custody
onMonday for allegedly acquiringlarge
guantities of weapons and cobbling
together an attack squad with the aim
of seizing government buildings and
other important facilitiesin Y erevan.

According to his lawyer, Ara
Zakarian, the case against the outspo-
ken oppositionist is based on testi-
mony given by one of six other men
whichlaw-enforcement authoritiessay
have also been arrested as part of the
coup inquiry. Zakarian said his client
was brought face to face with that
suspect and questioned hours after his
arrest.

“Sefilian declared that [the in-
criminating testimony] is completely
untrue and ludicrous and is part of yet
another government plan to prosecute
him for his political views,” Zakarian
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

“We believe that that person is
executing an order issued by the Inves-
tigative Committee,” said the lawyer.

Thelaw-enforcement agency has
not yet identified any of the suspects
other than Sefilian, raising more ques-
tionsabout the credibility of itsallega-
tions.

Varuzhan Avetisian, a close
Sefilian associate, said none of the six
reportedly arrested men is thought to
be affiliated with the New Armenia
Public Salvation Front, aradical oppo-
sition alliance of which Sefilian is a
leader. Avetisianinsisted that the high-
profile caseis politically motivated.

The opposition Zharangutyun
(Heritage) party alignedin New Arme-
niasimilarly condemned Sefilian’ sar-
rest as “political persecution.” “We
consider unacceptable the current au-
thorities’ unchanged practice of iso-
lating, bullying or morally degrading
politicians, freedom fighters and indi-
viduals respected and trusted by the
public with fabricated accusations,” it
said in a statement.

UN Commission Declares ISIS Killings of
Yazidi People a Genocide

NEW YORK -- A special UN
commission charged with investigat-
ing violations committed by the Is-
lamic Stateagainst the Y ezidi minority
in Irag has concluded that genocide
occurred.

“Genocide has occurred and is
ongoing,” said Paulo Pinheiro, chair of
the UN Commission of Inquiry. “I1SIS
has subjected every Yezidi woman,
child or man that it has captured to the
most horrific of atrocities.”

The Commission wasmandated to
examine | SIS actions against the Y ezidi
people in Iraq, where thousands of
women and girls remain captive of the
terrorist group. Its report, ‘ They Came
to Destroy: ISIS Crimes Against the
Yazidis,” was released on Thursday.

The report, based on interviews
withsurvivors, medical personnel, jour-

nalists, smugglers, religious leaders,
and activists, aswell asextensivedocu-
mentary information, concludes that
ISIS committed genocide, crimes
against humanity, and war crimes.
“1SIShassoughttoerasetheY azidis
throughkillings, sexual slavery, endave-
ment, torture and inhuman and degrad-
ing treatment and forcibletransfer caus-
ing serious bodily and mental harm; the
infliction of conditions of life that bring
about a slow death; the imposition of
measuresto prevent Y azidi childrenfrom
being born, including forced conversion
of adults, the separation of Yazidi men
and women, and mental trauma; and the
transfer of Yazidi children from their
ownfamiliesand placingthemwith1SIS
fighters, thereby cutting them off from
beliefs and practices of their own reli-
gious community”, reads the report.
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Turkey Rejects EU Report for Mention of
Armenian Genocide

BRUSSELS -- Turkey's Perma-
nent Delegation to the EU rejected the
European Parliament's Turkey Progress
Report over itsrequest for recognition
of the Armenian Genocide. Theannual
report, whichthe EP passedin April by
375 votes in favor and 133 against,
wasreturnedimmediately after receiv-
ing it on Friday without opening the
document.

According to diplomatic sources
from the delegation speaking anony-
mously dueto restrictions on speaking
with the media, thereport wasrejected
over its remarks calling for recogni-
tion of the 1915 events as genocide.

On the 100th anniversary of the
genocide, in2015the European Parlia-
ment passed another resolution mark-
ing the solemn occasion and paying
tribute to the victims. The report re-
jected by Turkey on Friday referred to
the 2015 resolution on the centenary
of the genocide.

"Turkey will reject the European
Parliament Progress Report on Turkey
to be voted on Thursday if it includes
any mention of an ‘Armenian geno-
cide," Turkey’'s then-EU Minister
VolkanBozkir said.

Ankara's relationship with the
European Parliament is increasingly
tense. On Thursday, Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan criticized
the European Parliament for hanging
on its walls the flag of the Syrian
Kurdish Peoples Protection Units

(YPG). Speaking at an iftar dinner to
break the Ramadanfast, Erdogan called
on the European Parliament to explain
why it hung the flag of a “terrorist
group” on its walls.

Turkey considers the Y PG, and
itspolitical wingthe Democratic Union
Party (PYD), to be extensions of the
Kurdistan WorkersParty (PKK), which
it has named a terrorist organization.

Photographs of Selahattin Demir-
tas, co-chair of thepro-Kurdish People’s
Democratic Party (HDP) in Turkey,
posing infront of theflagsduring avisit
to the European Parliament were shared
by Turkish media on Wednesday.

Inadditiontothereferencetothe
Armenian genocide, the parliamentary
report, prepared by Kati Piri, the Euro-
pean Parliament’s special rapporteur
to Turkey, had harsh words for An-
kara.

The European Parliament, “Is
deeply concerned, in the light of the
backsliding on respect for democracy
and rule of law inside Turkey, that the
overall pace of reformsin Turkey has
slowed down considerably in recent
years, and that in certain key areas,
such as the independence of the judi-
ciary, freedom of assembly, freedom
of expression, and respect for human
rights and the rule of law, there has
been aregression moving increasingly
away from meeting the Copenhagen
criteria to which candidate countries
must adhere,” reads the report.

ISIS Suicide Bomber Targets Armenian and

Assyrian Genocide Commemoration

Ceremony in Qamishli

QAMISHLI, SYRIA (Al-Masdar)
-- A suicide bomber from the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria (1SIS) blew off
his explosive belt when attempting to
sneak into a religious ceremony held
by the city’ s Assyrians, killing at least
3 guards and injuring dozens of civil-
ians, Al-Masdar News reports.

The bloody attack comes as
Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem II, the
patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox
Church, was holding a specia cer-
emony commemorating the 101 anni-
versary of Ottoman genocide against

Armeniansand Assyriansof Qamishli.

Local sources said that govern-
ment troops securing the event had
stopped the suspected bomber and
prevented him from entering the cer-
emony before he detonated his explo-
sive belt, killing all three guards and
wounding dozens.

Thenortheastern city of Qamishli,
populated mostly by Christians and
Kurds, was targeted by 1SIS suicide
attacks at least three times before,
where dozens of civilians have been
killed and wounded.

The genocide of the Yezidis has
been widely condemned as the UN
Commissionjoinsthe USgovernment,
the UK House of Commons, and the
European Parliament in formal recog-
nition of the crime.

With the acknowledgement that

Islamic State violations of the Yezidi
community aregenocide, anext stepis
to ensure that nations have fulfilled
their obligation to prevent the crime.
Under the Genocide Convention,
states are obliged to take all measures
possibleto prevent or end the genocide.
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Wolfgang Gust: “Bundestag’s Recognition of

Armenian Genocide May Open the Eyes of

Germans and Turks”

Former Editor in Chief of Der
Spiegel, historian Wolfgang Gust said
inaninterview to AGOSthat Germany
was the most important ally of the
Ottoman Empire during the years of
WWI.

Germany was well aware of the
Genocide against Armenians through
the reports of its Consuls.

Accordingtothehistorian, dur-
ing the Genocide years the German
diplomats were sending harmless
|etters to the Ottoman Government,
in order to just create an impression
as if they are trying to help Arme-
nians. However the response of the
German Ministry of Foreign Affairs
was different. The then Chancellor
BethmannHollweg said during those
years : “Our only goal is to keep
Turkey at our side until the end of

thewar, during thisthe being or non
being of Armenians is not impor-
tant”.

According to Gust, the role of
German military in Turkey should not
be overlooked in the Armenian Geno-
cide issue. In several parts of the
Empirethey personally led the attacks
on Armenian-popul ated areas.

“The German Parliament’ s reso-
lution resemblestheresol utionsof other
Parliaments, which, to say the least is
surprising, andin my personal opinion
— scandalous, because the Germans
were not the witnesses of the tragedy,
but acting figures’, Gust said.

“Thisresolution, whichofficially
callsthe Armenian Genocideas" Geno-
cide”, might open the eyes of many
Germans, including theoneswith Turk-
ish origins’, he said.

Armenian Pilgrims in Rome: New Book

Dedicated to Pope’s Visit to Armenia

The presentation of the En-
glish-language book titled “Arme-
nian Pilgrims in Rome” by Vardan
Devrikyanwill beheldinYerevanon
June 21.

The book was published by the
“Scientific bridges” NGO under a
competition announced by the Ar-
menian Y outh Fund is dedicated to
the Pope’s visit to Armenia.

During a visit to any country,
the Pope is usually accompanied by
a number of clergymen, journalists
and pilgrims. The historical-cultural
links between the Roman Church of
the country and the Holy See are
usually being stressed. The book
presents all this based on historic
sources.

The book will introduce for-
eign readers and media on the links
between Armenian and theholy sites
in Rome and the Roman Church. it

VARDAN DEVRIEY AN
ARMEMNIAN FILLEIMS
I ROMI

emphasizes the idea that despite
tragic times, the Armenian nation
has always been part of the Euro-
pean society and value system.

Armenia and Iran Reach Agreements

Continued frompagel

ment is tasked with supplying
Armenia’ s Armed Forces with weap-
ons, ammunition, food and other pro-
visions.

Theministry said over the week-
endthat adel egation headed by Hakobian
was in Iran from June 14-17, holding
talks with Iranian Defense Minister
Hossein Dehganand M ohammad M ehdi
Karbala, the chief executive of the
state-run ETKA corporation, aleading
supplier of food, clothing and other
non-lethal itemstothelranianmilitary.

A ministry statement said the
Armeniandelegationalso“visited vari-
ousfactoriesand storesand acquainted
itself with the full range of their prod-
ucts.”

“During the meeting [with
Dehgan,] questions concerning long-
term prospects for Armenian-Iranian
cooperation in the area of defense
were discussed,” it said.

“As aresult of the visit, agree-
ments were reached with regard to the
advancement of cooperationinanum-
ber of areas. A memorandum of un-

derstanding was signed,” the state-
ment added without elaborating.

Karbala and other senior ETKA
executives visited Armenia and met
with Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian
in February. The Defense Ministry in
Y erevan said at the time that they also
held talks with “the management of a
number of Armenian industrial enter-
prises.”

Ohanianand Dehgan metin Mos-
cow on April 27 just weeks after the
outbreak of heavy fighting between
Armenian and Azerbaijani forces de-
ployed around Nagorno-Karabakh. The
escalation apparently dominated the
talks, withDehganreiterating Tehran's
callsfor the conflicting partiesto stick
to the ceasefire regime.

A week later, Ohanian briefed
Iran’s ambassador to Armenia on his
“agreements” reached with his Ira-
nian counterpart and, according to
his press office, “expressed confi-
dence that they will be put into prac-
tice soon.” The ambassador, Seyyed
Kazem Sajjad, was reported to hail
closer defense ties between the two
neighboring states.
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Armenian Stamps — Second Prize-Winner
at New York World Stamp Show

NEW YORK -- Armenian na-
tional postal operator “HayPost” took
partin“New Y ork-2016" world philat-
ely expo, amajor once-a-decade eight
day international philatelic exhibition
which took place May 28 through June
4in New York city..

The Armenian collection with
stamps from 2013, 2014 and 2015,
presented by “HayPost”, took the sec-
ond place at the philately competition
organized under the auspices of the
Universal Postal Union within the
framework of the expo.

The collection consists from 29
stamps and Souvenir sheets, dedicated
to the Armenian culture, history, the
nature of Armenia, etc.

Theexhibitionof “HayPost” inthe
great international philately expo of New
Y ork, organized once a decade, awoke
high interest among the experts.

Special attention was attached to
the models of stamps and S-sheets
dedicated to the Pope, developed and
designed by the experts of “HayPost”.
These stamps and S-sheets are already
printed and shall be cancelled in a
solemn ceremony during the visit of
the Pope to Armenia.

The expo counted with partici-
pants from more than 120 philately
unions and organizations of different
countries, National Operatorsof Postal
Communication from more than fifty
countries. This was the first time
“HayPost” presented anindividual pa-
vilion in an exposition of such a high
range, making Armeniamorevisibleto
the philately world.

Two S-sheets, dedicatedto“ New
Y ork-2016" expoand*“Rio-2016" Sum-
mer Olympics, were cancelled by
“HayPost” during this event.

Mate6s Sarkisian “Paramaz” Square

Continued frompagel

who also paid homage to Paramaz and
his comrades as extraordinary indi-
viduals who struggled for right of the
Armenianpeopletolive. TheArmenian
President also highlighted the contin-
ued important friendship between the
Republic of Uruguay and the Republic
of Armenia.

Speaking on behalf of the Ar-
menian community of Uruguay and
South America were, Archbishop of
the Armenian Apostolic Church
Hakob Kellendjian, Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Central Commit-
tee member Mr. Samo Sarkisian; and
Chairman of the Social Democrat
Hunchakian Party Executive Com-
mittee of Uruguay, Mr. Jorge
Kinosian.

All three stressed the importance
of the square and recalled that Uruguay
was the leading country to properly
recognize the Armenian Genocide.

Paramaz was among the twenty
executed Armenians during the Arme-
nian Genocide who were members of
the Social Democrat Hunchakian Party,
which at its 7th General Conventionin
1913, stressed their concern of the
Y oung Turk government’ sblatant dis-
regard of Armenian lives, implement-
ing apolicy based on forced assimila-
tion and the utilization of pan-lIslamic
and pan-Turkic ideas to rile Turkish
peasantry against other ethnicitiesand
ideologies as it suited their purposes.

Thusthe SDHP 7th General Con-
vention adjourned with two main ob-
jectives:

* First — The party was to move
fromauthorizedtoillicit activities, thus
becoming once again a covert organi-
zation to safeguard its structure and
objectives.

* Second — The Central Commit-
tee was authorized to organize and
implement the elimination of the'Y oung
Turksdictatorship, specifically Talaat,
the chief architect of what would be
the Armenian Genocide.

Nonetheless, the SDHP Central
Committee was determined to pursue
the search for peaceful solutions, if
and when possible, especially with the
Turkish and Kurdish populace of the
Ottoman Empire.

Unfortunately, these objectives
were leaked to the Y oung Turks by an
Armenian agent spying for the Turkish
government. Hundreds of party mem-
bers were arrested and tortured for
many months. When the mock trial
began, however, the number of those
accused was 23 including 2 who were
tried in absentia.

On the morning of June 15, 1915
before dusk, all twenty men were
hanged in Sultan Bayazid Square; the
central sguare of Constantinople. The
destiny of the Twenty Martyrs was
intertwined with the destiny of the Ar-
menian nation. They knew what was
coming and sounded the alarm but they
were betrayed by afellow Armenian.
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Vartkes Yeghiayan to Present New Book
About Armenians and the Okhrana

ARMENIANS OKHRANA

19071915

JUNE 25, 2016

Armenian Bands to Feature at 2016
Smithsonian Folklife Festival in Washington

GLENDALE-Glendaleattorney
and author Vartkes Yeghiayan will
present his fascinating new book, Ar-
menians and the Okhrana: Documents
from the Russian Department of Po-
lice Archives 1907-1915 on Thursday,
July 7, 2016 at 7:30pm at Abril Book-
store - 415 E. Broadway, Glendale,
CA. Admission is free with reception
to follow.

Author and book will be intro-
duced by historian Dr. Garabet K.
Moumdjian.

Armenians and the Okhrana is
comprised of more than fifty docu-
mentsfrom the Russian archiveswhich
findtheimperial security organscaught
in astruggle against the empire’s eth-
nic Armenian subjects. Popularly re-
ferred to as the Okhrana, the Russian
security services were perceived as

thenefarious predecessorsof the Cheka
andthe KGB and asearly precursorsto
the security apparatuses of the totali-
tarian regimes that were to appear
throughout the twentieth century. The
book provides a vivid palette on law,
politics, revolution and the dynamic
environment Russia, Europe, the
Middle East and the Armenians occu-
pied in the years leading up to World
War 1.

VartkesY eghiayanisan attorney
inLosAngeles. Heserved asthe assis-
tant director of the Peace Corps under
successivepresidential administrations
and hasinrecent yearsfiled restitution
cases on behalf of victims of genocide
and other crimes against humanity. He
is the author of several documentary
compilations on the Armenian Geno-
cide.

Inter-seminary Agreement of Collaboration

Signed

Bishop Gevork Saroyan,theVery Rev.Dr.John Behr,HisHolinessKarekin 1,
andtheRev.Fr.MardirosChevian

ARMONK, NY — On Monday,
June 13, the Very Rev. Dr. John Behr,
Deanof St. Vladimir’ sOrthodox Theo-
logical Seminary, together with the
Rev. Fr. Mardiros Chevian, Dean of
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, de-
parted for Armenia with the blessing
of His Holiness Karekin 11, Supreme
Patriarch and Catholicos of All Arme-
nians. They arrived at the Mother See
of Holy Etchmiadzin to discuss the
possibilitiesof inter-seminary collabo-
ration between Gevorgyan, St. Nersess,
and St. Vladimir's Seminaries.

“l am very excited to visit Arme-
nia, Holy Etchmiadzin, and especially
HisHolinessKarekinll,” remarked Fr.
John. “Our relationship with the Ar-
menian Church and St. Nersess Semi-

nary goes back almost half a century,
yet thisisthefirst timethat a Dean of
St. Vladimir’s has been given oppor-
tunity to visit Armenia. | am very
thankful to Fr. Mardiros for making
this trip possible, and | am eager to
explore various ways of further col-
laboration.”

Duringthishistoricvisit, Fr. John
has met with His Holiness Karekin 11,
whom he first met in 2010, when His
Holiness and St. Vladimir’'s Seminary
both received awards from the Inter-
national Foundation for the Unity of
Orthodox Christian Nations, headquar-
tered in Moscow. Fr. John has also
met with Bishop Gevork Saroyan, Su-
perintendent of Theological Schools
of Armenia and the Very Rev. Fr.

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
Armenian Public Radio (Los Angeles)
and TmbaTaband (Y erevan) will par-
ticipateinthe2016 Smithsonian Folklife
Festival, Sounds of California July 7-
8.

At the 2016 Folklife Festival,
Sounds of California will present a
series of evening concerts as well as
daytime performances and activities,
offering a glimpse into how musical
culture mirrors the movements re-
shaping the state and the nation today.
The festival will feature artists who
contribute to the soundscapes of Cali-
fornia, who demonstrate the social
power of music and cultural heritage.

TheArmenian PublicRadiobuilds
a bridge between contemporary musi-
cal styles and traditional Armenian
music, bringing a new perspective to
Armenian folk songs that have with-
stood the test of time. Based in Los
Angeles, the acoustic trio has made it
their mission to revive these songs in
their community and introduce them
to wider audiences.

The group’s members grew up
in California as children of families
who emigrated from Western Armenia
to Syriaand L ebanon before coming to
theUnited States. Livinginamusically
vibrant Armenian diaspora, these art-
istsreinterpret the Armenian music of
their childhood in an innovative and
enthusiastic style which holds multi-

generational appeal. Armenian Public
Radio choosestheir songsfromabroad
mix of genresand all songsaresungin
Armenian, the language of their lives.

For some of their presentations,
Armenian Public Radio will be joined
by members of TmbaTa, a youth folk
rock band born from the music pro-
gram of the Tumo Center for Creative
TechnologiesinY erevan, Armenia, in
2013. Led by Arik Grigoryan of The
Bambir, they perform original compo-
sitions based on traditional Armenian
folk songs combined with rock and
experimental music. Thegroupiscom-
prised of thirty teens who learn all
stagesof music creationincluding com-
position, performance, recording, mix-
ing, and mastering.

Tumo Center for Creative Tech-
nologies is an innovative after-school
program where thousands of students
aged twelve to eighteen are in charge of
their own learning. Tumo isapartner in
the Smithsonian’s My Armenia project.

My Armenia, ajoint partnership
of USAID, the Smithsonian Institu-
tion, and the people of Armenia, har-
nesses the power of research, docu-
mentation, and storytelling to
strengthen cultural sustainability
through community-based tourism
development. My Armenia program
engageswithlocal partnersin commu-
nity-based research to document Ar-
menian cultural heritage.

Garegin Hambardzumyan, Dean of
Gevorgyan Theological Seminary of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
to further discuss the inter-seminary
collaboration between Gevorgyan, St.
Nersess and St. Vladimir's Seminar-
ies. As aresult, an agreement of col-
laboration was signed between St.
Vladimir's and Gevorgyan Seminar-
ies, wheretherewill be an exchange of
faculty and students, courses of study,
and library books. St. Nersess Semi-
nary served as the intermediary. The
threedeansinitially metin April when

Fr. Garegin was visiting the Eastern
Diocese and traveled to St. Nersessin
Armonk, New York, as well as St.
Vladimir's.

Fr. John and Fr. Mardiros have
had an opportunity to address semi-
narians and meet with faculty at
Gevorgyan Theological Seminary.
They have also visited and addressed
the students of the Vaskenian Semi-
nary of Sevan and visited the
Matenadaran Library in Yerevan as
well as other historical sites before
returning to New Y ork.
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