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Sarkisian Congratulates Obama on
Independence Day Calls for Closer

US-Armenia Ties

'\ _

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia
wants to deepen ties with the United
States and hopes that Washington will
maintain a “key role” in international
efforts to end the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict, President Serzh Sarkisiansaid
over the weekend.

In a letter to U.S. President
Barack Obamacongratulating himon
America’s Independence Day,
Sarkisian said U.S.-Armenian rela-
tions “have always been marked by
cordiality, mutual trust and respect.”

“Building onastrong tradition of
fruitful cooperation and the existing

significant potential, Armenia stands
ready to further deepen and develop
the Armenian-Americanfriendshipand
close partnership,” he wrote.

Visiting Washington in late
March, Sarkisiantold U.S. VicePresi-
dent Joe Biden that bilateral ties have
already reached the “highest level in
their history.” He said they are grow-
ingin political, economic and security
areas.

Sarkisian and Biden met on the
sidelines of an international nuclear

Continued on page4

Armenia Wins European Basketball
Championship for Small Countries

CIORESCU,MOLDOVA — Par-
ticipating in a European competition
for the first time, Armenian men's
basketball team has won the champi-
onship for small countries beating
Andorrain the final game.

Armeniatook theinitiative from
the get go and immediately dominated
the first quarter 25:12. At the end of
thefirst half Armeniawas ahead by 10
point 43:33

Retaining the advantage in the
second half and never conceding the
lead Armenia won by a final score of
79:71.

Once again guard Andre Spight

Mkrtchyan was the high scorer with 27
points. He was also voted tournament
MV P averaging 21.2 points per game.

Power forward Bryant Dunston
Jr dominated the game with 14 re-
bounds and 15 points.

Armenia was the only team to
feature two players in the All-Star
Five. Spight Mkrtchyan and Dunston
were joined by Paul Dick (Ireland),
Colom Barrufet (Andorra) and Tevin
Alexander Falzon (Malta).

With this victory Armenia has
earned the right to participate in the
qualifying stage of the European Cham-
pionship next season.

Putin, Hollande Discuss Nagorno-Karabakh

Conflict Settlement
Kerry Holds Phone Talks With Armenian, Azeri Leaders

MOSCOW (TASS) -- Russian
President VIadimir Putinand hisFrench
counterpart Francois Hollande on
Thursday discussed by phone the
settlement in Nagorno-Karabakh and
Ukraine, the Kremlin reported.

"Vladimir Putin informed
Francois Hollande as head of astate-
co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group
on the Nagorno-Karabakh settle-
ment of the results of the June 20
three-party meeting with Presidents
of Azerbaijan and Armenia |Ilham
Aliyev and Serzh Sarkisian in St.
Petersburg," the statement said.

"Theleadersof Russiaand France
expressed the hope that the results
achieved at that meeting will contrib-
ute to promotion of the peace process.
It has been agreed to continue active
joint work withintheframework of the
OSCE Minsk Group in that important

sphere,” it said.

Also on Thursday, U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry telephoned
the presidents of Armenia and
Azerbaijan to discuss further stepsin
international efforts to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict.

President Serzh Sarkisian’s of-
ficesaid he spokewith Kerry about the
implementation of confidence-build-
ing agreements that were reached at
hislast two meetingswith Azerbaijan’s
President Ilham Aliyev. It gave no
details.

Aliyev and Kerry alsoreportedly
discussed those agreements in their
separate phone call. Azerbaijani news
agencies said the two men agreed that
therecent Armenian-Azerbaijani sum-
mits gave Karabakh peace process

Continued on page4

French MPs Vote to Criminalize Denial of
Armenian Genocide

PARIS (AFP) - French members
of parliament voted unanimously Fri-
day to criminalize the denial of all
crimes against humanity, including
failure to admit that the mass killings
of Armenians by Ottoman forces was
agenocide.

The amendment, passed on the
first reading, setsout penaltiesof up to
a year in prison and a 45,000-euro
(%$50,000) fine for those who fall foul
of the new law, which is expected to
raise hackles in Turkey.

The French amendment, which
must now go to the upper house Sen-
ate for approval, was a promise by
President FrancoisHollandeduring his
2012 electoral campaign.

An earlier law against Armenian
Genocide denial was struck down by
the country's constitutional court for
obstructing freedom of speech.

The new legal project covers
all events which French law deems
to be genocide, crimes against hu-
manity, war crimes or slavery. Cur-
rently, French law only bans Hol o-

caust denial.

"This text will punish the chal-
lenge or thetrivialisation of all crimes
against humanity and war crimes,"
said ErickaBareigts, the junior minis-
ter in charge of equality. She said that
included the 1915-1917 killings that
Armenians say wiped out some 1.5
million of their people.

"Thisis one of the greatest days
of my political career," enthused Henri
Jibrayel, amember of parliament whose
ancestors survived the mass killings a
hundred years ago.

The new law's backers hope to
seeit enter into force before the end of
the year.
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Karabakh Accuses Azerbaijan of Beheading
Dead Armenian Soldiers

STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) --
Authoritiesin Nagorno-K arabakh have
accused Azerbaijani forces of behead-
ing three Armenian soldiers and muti-
lating the dead bodies of more than a
dozen othersduring recent heavy fight-
ing around the territory.

Karabakh prosecutors identified
the three servicemen this week after
launching formal criminal proceedings
in connection with the alleged war
crimes. They claimed that one of them,
the 31-year-old Major Hayk Torosian,
wasstill alivethen hisAzerbaijani cap-
tors began cutting off his head.

The headless body of another
soldier, Kyaram Sloyan, was handed
over to hisfamily and buried on April
4, two days after the Azerbaijani army
launched an offensive at two sections
of the Karabakh “line of contact.” The
family living in a village in central
Armenia received the 19-year-old’s
severed head a few days later.

The Armenian military said that
Azerbaijan handed over Sloyan’ shead
as part of exchanges between the two
warring sides of the bodies of soldiers
killed by them during the four-day
hostilities. Themutual handoverswere
facilitated by the International Com-

mittee of the Red Cross.

Military authorities in Yerevan
and Stepanakert alleged in April that
virtually all of the recovered bodies of
18 Armenian soldiers had traces of
mutilation. They said they will present
evidence of the war crimes to foreign
governments and international human
rights bodies.

Azerbaijan’s government and
military strongly deniedtheallegations.
They claimedthat the Armeniansthem-
selves mutilated the bodies of dozens
of Azerbaijani soldiers killed in the
worst fighting inthe Karabakh conflict
zone since 1994.

According to the Karabakh pros-
ecutors, 15 Armenian soldiershad their
ears cut off after being killed by
Azerbaijani forces on April 2.

Commenting onthelatest allega-
tions, Davit Babayan, asenior Karabakh
official, said on Friday that theinterna-
tional community must react to what
hecalled amanifestation of Azerbaijani
“fanaticism and fascism.”

“Normal people could not have
donesuchthings,” Babayan told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service (Azatut-
yun.am). “This once again shows
who we are up against.”

Armenia Placed 56th in Global
Information Technology Report 2016

Armenia

el Vi

Al
il ]
a0
1B

Pt | Flimas sl bl 25170 el o 12T
Flgrmarring] Homciromy s 7114 ot of 145
Flareyvisnc) Plascirem inces 315 jour of 1440

M. Ersieorereed pobedan

= ik
T8 il ol e v lalORy e il

¥
Pl gk M e ErRoRen meanermd a5
L 84
el il P [T
Al e B o, as
S olla edll Sd
£ | ol 7]
Bl ol i sl a1
ol A i id
BN i S W L i i

pEid AaER

EEagEs

[ o mER

YEREVAN -- Armeniaisranked
56th among 39 countriesin the Global
Information Technology Report 2016
published by the World Economic Fo-
rum today.

According to the report, Fin-
land, Switzerland, Sweden, Israel,
Singapore, the Netherlands and the
United States are leading the world
when it comes to generating eco-
nomic impact from investments in
information and communications
technologies (ICT).

The Global Information Tech-
nology Report 2016 features the latest

iteration of the Networked Readiness
Index, which assesses the factors,
policies and institutions that enable a
country to fully leverage information
and communication technologies
(ICTs) for increased competitiveness
and well-being.

Armenia’s neighbors in the re-
gion are placed as follows. Georgia
58th, Turkey — 48th, Azerbaijan 53rd,
Iran — 92nd.

Armenia’s partners in the Eur-
asian Economic Union Russia and
Kazakhstan are placed 41th and 39th
respectively, Kyrgyzstan is 95th.
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Knesset Speaker Urges Israel to Recognize

Armenian Genocide

JERUSALEM (Timesof Israel) -
- Israeli Kesset Speaker Y uli Edelstein
(Likud) on Tuesday urged Israel to
recognize the Armenian genocide, de-
spite the friction this might cause in
ties with Turkey, with which has re-
cently normalized relations.

“We must not ignore, belittle
or deny this terrible genocide,”
Edelstein declared as the Knesset
marked the 1915 mass killing. “We
must disconnect the current inter-
ests, bound to this time and place,
and the difficult past, of which this
dark chapter is a part.”

Israel’s refusal thus far to for-
mally recognize the Armenian geno-
cide is based on geopolitical and stra-
tegicconsiderations, primeamong them
relations with Turkey, which vehe-
mently deniesthat Ottoman Turkscom-
mitted genocide. Israel and Turkey
signed arapprochement deal last week,
upgrading the diplomatic relationship
after years of frosty tiesover the 2010
Mavi Marmaraincident.

“Letusnotremainindifferent, even
belatedly, to the suffering of the Arme-
nians,” Edelstein continued. “ Preserving
thememory of the Armeniangenocideis
important for everyone as human be-
ings, as those who have moral responsi-
bility and who strive constantly to im-
prove and fix the world and society.”

Dozens of members of the
Jerusalem Armenian community ral-
lied outside of the Knesset on Tuesday
demanding the government recognize
the atrocities 101 years ago.

M eretz |eader ZahavaGalon, who
initiated the Knesset plenum session,
said there had been Foreign Ministry
pressure on the parliament not to hold
the session due to “diplomatic sensi-
tivity” over Turkey.

“But | say that despite this, the
Knesset should recognize the Arme-
nian genocide,” she said.

President Reuven Rivlin,whowas
one of the most outspoken advocates
for recognition of the genocide during
his time as Knesset speaker, skirted
the term during the centenary com-
memoration last year, disappointing
Armenian leaders. He used it, how-
ever, several weeks earlier at adiffer-
ent event.

Israel’s ongoing denial of the
Armenian genocide has thus far sur-
vived several debates in the Knesset
and even effortsby aformer education
minister to add the topic to school
curricula

Armenia Receives Tier 1 Rating in Annual
U.S. Trafficking in Persons Report

S

WASHINGTON, DC -- U.S.
State Department released on Thurs-
day the 2016 Trafficking in Persons
(TIP) Report, which looks at how
188 countries, including the U.S,,
were tackling this serious crime
throughout 2015 and into 2016. For
the fourth year in arow, Armeniais
aTier 1 country, recognized as fully
committed to fighting trafficking in
persons.

The report emphasized the role
of Armenian anti-trafficking inter-
agency group, which includes repre-
sentatives of the government, civil
society and international organiza-
tions.

TheGovernment of Armeniafully
meets the minimum standards for the
elimination of trafficking. It also af-
fords foreign trafficking victims the
same rights and services as Armenian
citizens. The report highlights.

Susan Coppedge A mbassador-at-

Large to Monitor and Combat Traf-
fickingin Persons, stated that Armenia
made progressin thisreport. Shenoted
that progress is made when govern-
ments evaluate the recommendations
in the report, help fight against human
trafficking, prevent crime, bring the
guilty to account and help persons
who have suffered from trafficking,
and that it is in this case that these
countries—just like Armenia— appear
in a higher group.

“The success of the anti-traf-
ficking group shows what can be
achieved when the government and
civil society listen to each other and
cooperate. Thisgroupisan examplein
the fight against difficult issues,” said
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia Richard
Mills.

In 2015, the Armenian govern-
ment allocated 46,259,000 drams
(%$95,000) for assistance to trafficking
victims
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Glendale Adventist Medical Center, Armenia
Fund Team Up to Provide Emergency
Medical Supplies to Armenia and Artsakh

Glendale Adventist
Medical Center

mr A dventist
Health

GLENDALE -- Responding to
the urgent medical and humanitarian
needs of the civilian population af-
fected by the four day war in Nagorno
Karabakh (Artsakh), the Glendale
Adventist Medical Center and Armenia
Fund recently partnered together to
provide high quality medical supplies
for emergency and trauma purposes.
At a very short moment’s notice, the
supplies were quickly assembled by a
team of medical professionalsat Glen-
daleAdventist Medical Center andthen
transferred to ArmeniaFund for clear-
ance, transportation, and distribution
to the areas in most need.

The emergency and trauma sup-
pliesare designedto properly treat and
stabilizeciviliansaffected by gunshots,
burns, and other lifethreatening trauma
as aresult of the war hostilities. They
included critically needed items, such
as bag valve masks to help patients
breathe and surgical grade stitching
staplersdesigned toimmediately close
bleeding wounds. The supplies are
designed to be used in thefield or at a
hospital. The medical professionals
treating civilians who were rushed to
the hospital and nearby medical cen-
ters were extremely grateful for the
supplies.

Working in Armeniaand provid-
ing assistance is not new for Glendale
Adventist Medical Center. Last year,

the hospital partnered with Armenia
Fund againfor amedical missiontothe
remoterural hospital in Noyemberyan.
The team of 35 surgeons, doctors, and
medical professionals, treated more
than 800 patients and performed 40
surgeriesinlessthan oneweek. Thisis
part of GAMC's long term commit-
ment in helping Armenia, specifically
rural medicineintheborderlineregion
of Tavush.

“The bond between the descen-
dantsof diasporaArmeniansand Glen-
dale is inseparable. Therefore, when
this tragedy occurred, Glendale
Adventist Medical Center could not
stand idle, knowing that these coun-
trymen and women were suffering and
in need of medical supplies. It wasthe
least we could do, other than pray for
peace, which has its own divine im-
pact,” stated Kevin A. Roberts, RN -
President and CEO of Glendale
Adventist Medical Center.

“1 would like to thank Glendale
Adventist Medical Center for their
wholehearted support in afield where
Artsakh needsall thehelpit can get. At
atime of war sometimes minutes sepa-
rate life from death for the critically
wounded. Thanks to the advanced
medical emergency kits supplied by
the GAMC, liveswill besaved,” stated
Sarkis Kotanjian, Executive Director
of Armenia Fund.

New Engineering Laboratories

in Armenian Schools

YEREVAN -- Recently, the
Anoushavan Abrahamian Education
Fund (AAEF) initiated the project of
establishment of new engineering labo-
ratories. These laboratorieswill be set

up in each school sponsored by the
AAEF. Within the framework of this
project the AAEF cooperates with the
Union of Information Technology En-
terprises (UITE). The UITE will fur-

Commitment at the Heart of AUA’s
25th Anniversary Celebrations in Yerevan

- MORE THANMAMNFEDUCATION - A COMMITMENT

YEREVAN -- A seriesof exciting
events were organized in Y erevan re-
cently inhonor of AUA’ ssilver jubilee.
Theseincluded aspecial art exhibition
featuring the works of 25 artists, the
opening of the Entrepreneurship and
Product Innovation Center (EPIC)
along with a conference reflective of
AUA’s role in entrepreneurship and
innovation, a concert and awards cer-
emony at the Aram Khachaturian Grand
Concert Hall, and an elegant gala din-
ner at Florence Restaurant.

The anniversary theme, “More
Than An Education—A Commitment,”
was the central theme of the festivi-
ties, reflectiveof AUA’scrucial rolein
providing world-class teaching, re-
search, and service programs that pre-
pare students and enable faculty and
researchers to address the needs of
Armenia and the surrounding region
for sustainable development. AUA
opened itsdoorsto 101 studentson the
sameday the Republic of Armeniawas
declared on September 21, 1991 and
has evolved into one of the country’s
most esteemed institutions, success-
fully creating a setting that values and
develops academic excellence, free
inquiry, integrity, scholarship, leader-
ship, and service to society.

The kick-off event was the “A
Quarter Century. A Salute to Educa-
tion” artexhibitionheldat AUA’ sAkian
Gallery featuring the works of 25 art-
ists. The exhibit, ajoint collaboration
with the Antikyan Gallery, reflected
the diversity of media, styles and nar-
ratives of the Armenian nation.

The opening of the newly reno-
vated state-of-the-art AUA Entrepre-
neurship and Product Innovation Cen-
ter (EPIC) was also a highlight of the
celebrations. EPIC will serveasaplat-
form for promoting entrepreneurial
education, cross disciplinary collabo-
ration, and startup incubation at AUA.

The opening was preceded by aspecial
conference aimed at exploring
Armenia’ s technology and innovation
capabilities, aswell as challenges and
opportunities for collaboration. The
conference also examined AUA’srole
indeveloping Armenia’ sentrepreneur-
ial ecosystem and EPIC’ sfuture goals
in this sphere.

Later that evening, guests at-
tended a special Gala Concert held at
the Aram K hachaturian Grand Concert
Hall. Awe-inspiring performanceswere
delivered by the Hover State Chamber
Choir and the Armenian National Phil-
harmonic Orchestra.

Thefollowingday, AUA celebrated
the graduating class of 2016 with a
commencement ceremony led by AUA
President Dr. Armen Der Kiureghian. A
highlight of the ceremony was a speech
delivered by one of thisyear’ svaledic-
torians - Setrag Hovsepian. Setrag,
originally from Damascus, is a recipi-
ent of the Akian Family Foundation
Scholarship, along with several other
Syrian-Armenian students enrolled at
AUA. Footage of Setrag’'s touching
speech describing how this was the
first timein hislife he had the opportu-
nity to take part in a graduation cer-
emony went viral on the internet.

AUA’s25thanniversary celebra-
tions in Yerevan concluded with a
memorable Gala dinner where AUA
faculty, staff, alumni, benefactors, and
board of trustees from all over the
world gathered to celebrate AUA’s
achievements.

AUA 25th anniversary celebra-
tions will also be organized in Los
Angeleswith aspecial Galabeing held
at the Beverly Wilshire Hotel on No-
vember 19. Longtime AUA benefac-
tors Dr. Mihran & Mrs. Elizabeth
Agbabian will be among those being
honored for their ongoing generosity
and commitment to the University.

nish the laboratories and give perma-
nent technical support with the finan-
cial support of AAEF. During the first
phase of the project engineering labs
will be established in Maralik, Shirak
Marzand Armavir, Armavir Marz. The
Ministry of Education and Science of
the Republic of Armeniawill assistin
providing the laboratories with quali-
fied teachers.

Through this project the stu-
dents will study computer program-
ming, 3-D printing and robotics de-
sign, development and management.
The knowledge and skills gained in
these areas are in high demand in
Armenia. The new project will also
enable the rural youth to increase

their participationinthe devel opment
of vocational professions.

The AAEF has more than 10
years of history. It was founded by
Anoushavan and Ofik Abrahamians, in
Los Angelesand aimsto support rural
youth in gaining vocational skillsand
professions for successful employ-
ment opportunitiesin their towns and
villages.

Inthisregard, during the past 10
years an education complex in each of
10 marzesof Armeniahasbeenfully or
partially reconstructed. Six vocational
training classrooms were opened in
each school enhancing the develop-
ment of vocational training in Arme-
nian marzes.
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Kharpert Cultural Association Promotes

Daybreak — An Armenian American Story

PASADENA -- On June 26th, a
kickoff fundraising event for the Los
Angeles production of a new play
about the Armenian-American story
was held at the Pasadena home of
Margaret and David Mgrublian. The
elegant evening was sponsored by the
Kharpert Cultural Association of
America, Inc., under the leadership
of the board; Dr. Garbis Der-
Y eghiayan, Hasmig Agemian, Sato
Karajerjian, Tamar Krekorian, Eve
Mekerdichian, and board member
emeritus, Mary Najarian.

Written by playwright JoyceVan
Dyke, the play had a sold-out produc-
tion in Boston under its earlier title,
Deported/a Dream Play, and was hon-
ored by the Massachusetts State L eg-
islature for its commemoration of the
genocide. The play was subsequently
produced at Tufts University, and had
staged readingsin New Y ork, London,
and Yerevan. In 2015 the Armenian
Ministry of Culture funded itstransla-
tioninto Armenian.

Daybreak isinspired by the true
stories of the playwright’s grand-
mother and her best friend, the mother
of Dr. H. Martin Deranian. The two
women were deported together from
Mezireh in 1915. Dr. Deranian isthe
well-known author of The Armenian
Orphan Rug and Hussenig, among other

books, and he collaborated with the
author in developing the play.

Daybreak isslated for afall 2017
production in Los Angeles, produced
by Gary Guidinger and Linda Toliver,
and directed by Jules Aaron. When
asked why non-Armenians would be
interested in doing a play about this
topic, Gary stated, "This play is what
welook for inthetheater. It iscompel-
ling, adventurous and extremely rel-
evant. It can open doorsto adistressed
world."

Daybreak’s playwright and pro-
ducers were special guest speakers at
the dinner party which was also at-
tended by members of Daybreak’s
Production Advisory Board including
party host Margaret Mgrublian, Helen
Haig, and Diana Hekimian; two other
board members who were unable to
attend were Maggie Goschin and Joan
Agajanian Quinn.

“When our grandparents found
their voice and told their story, little
did they know that we would be here
today talking about the future of
Joyce's play — or how relevant it
would be to today’s issues,” stated
HelenHaig.

Theparty gaveawonderful boost
to the production fundraising goal.
The next step will be to reserve aLos
Angeles venue for fall 2017.

Golden Apricot Film Festival Presents

Partnership With Foreign Embassies

YEREVAN -- Organizers of the
13th Golden Apricot Yerevan Film
Festival today presented the coop-
eration with a number of Foreign
Missionsaccredited to Armenia. The
best French, Russian and British films
will screened within the framework
of the festival.

Golden Apricot Film Festival in
cooperation with British Council in Ar-
menia will present a specia film pro-
gram, dedicated to the 400th anniver-
sary of renowned Britishwriter William
Shakespeare's death. The best films,
based on Shakespeare’' s works, will be
screened in the frames of the program.

The “French New Cinema” pro-
gram will be realized in cooperation
with the Embassy of France in Arme-
nia. It includes the best three films of
French production. The program will
open with Two Remis, Two, (2015)
by Pierre Léon.

The“Danish New Cinema” pro-
gramwill beimplemented in coopera-
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tion with the Danish Film Institute.
The program will present the best
Danish films of the last five years.
The Commune (2015) by Thomas
Winterberg will open the program.

The four best films by Basque
directors will be presented in a sepa-
rate film program titled “Basque New
Cinema.” The film Autumn without
Berlin (2015) by Lara lzagirre is to
open the film program.

Collecting William Saroyan Memorabilia

g Pyt ot r e

YEREVAN -- Y erevan based In-
tellectual Renaissance Foundation has
opened a branch in Fresno. In 2015,
thefoundation has purchased the house
of the great Oscar winning writer and
Pulitzer Prizereceiver William Saroyan.
The house is located on 2729 Griffith
Way, Fresno, which has a Local His-
toric Preservation status and where
Saroyan wrote 10 of his works. Here,
thefoundationisgoingto openaHouse
Museum of William Saroyan.

The project is dedicated to cre-
ating an environment, where asignifi-
cant part of William Saroyan’s Liter-
ary Heritage will be stored. It will
becomeasymbol of William Saroyan’s
house, where helived and found inspi-
ration for writing. The house museum
is going to be a cultural center for
Armenians from all over the world to
come and get to know the lifestyle of
the great writer. At the same time, it
will beacenter for international admir-
ers of William Saroyan. The house
museum will become a cultural center
for literary events, readings and per-
formances dedicated to the great
writer. The foundation has contacted

N

some of the central institutions, which
possess asignificant part of Saroyan’s
memorabilia, suchasWilliam Saroyan
Foundation, Stanford University, the
University of Berkeley, aswell asthe
State University of Fresno.

The foundation is interested in
collecting the following items:

-Pictures and videos, capturing
the atmosphere of hishousesin Fresno
and Paris

-Saroyan’ shookssigned by him-
self, as well as his diaries, personal
papers, contracts and first editions of
his works

-Letters, manuscripts, notes,
paintings and drawings

-Journals and notebooks, corre-
spondence, businessrecords, fan mail,
memorabilia

-Artworks, paintings, notes, and
his furniture

-Thegreat writer also had a habit
of collecting hats, shoes, even rocks,
and surprisingly strange items.

All donors contributing to the
collection will be properly acknowl-
edged.

info@saroyanhouse.com

Sarkisian Congratulates Obama

Continued frompagel

security summit that was hosted by
Obama. The Armenian president was
among around 50 heads of stateinvited
to the summit.

“We greatly appreciate the U.S.
engagement, asaco-chair of the OSCE
Minsk Group, in the Nagorno-
Karabakh peaceful settlement process,”
Sarkisian wrote to Obama. He said the
“key role” played by the U.S. was
underscored when the international
community scrambled to de-escalate
the Karabakh conflict in April.

“Weexpect that the United States,

jointly with the other [Minsk Group]
co-chair countries-- Russiaand France
-- will continue its active mediation
mission towardsthe establishment of a
stable and durable peace in our re-
gion,” added the letter.

The Armenian presidential press
office publicized the letter to Obama
immediately after Sarkisianvisited the
U.S. Embassy in Y erevan on Saturday
to congratulate Ambassador Richard
Millsonthe U.S. national holiday.

“TheUnited Statesgreatly values
the strong bond of friendship between
our two countries,” the embassy wrote
on its Facebook page afterwards.

Putin, Hollande Discuss Nagorno-Karabakh

Continued frompagel

“new impetus.”

The U.S. State Department said
Kerry asked Presidents Sarkisian and
Aliyev to fulfill confidence-building
measures and other commitmentsthey
made to advance the peace process at
aMay 16 meeting in Vienna and at a
June 20 meeting in St. Petersburg.

Talks on Nagorno-Karabakh
have been held on the basis of the so-

called Madrid Principlessuggested by
co-chairs of the Minsk Group of the
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe (OSCE) - Russia,
France and the United States - in
December 2007 in the Spanish capi-
tal.

They includethreekey principles
written in the Helsinki Final Act: re-
fraining from the threat or use of
force, territorial integrity and theright
to self-determination.
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SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATOMN ROUGE SINCE 1979

Director of Fellowship Ministry Position
"St. Gregory Armenian Church of Pasadena is
looking for applicantsfor afull-time position as Dir ec-
tor of Fellowship Ministry. It requires organizing com-
mittees and teams of volunteers to plan, develop and
execute parish activities. For moreinformation, please
call the parish office at 626-449-1523."
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