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Jur2nr apuusueuuuer

1060 North Allen Ave

Pasadena, CA 91104
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(626) 398-0506

Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

» Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
»Long Term Care

= Disability

. Anthem Bleld XAetIla Hegl-t‘h Net

Blue Cross

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

Pasadena, CA 91101

« Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
« College Planning

H'J

A Better Decision

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements - Insurance « Prescriptions Drugs RX «

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500

CiGNA KAISER PERMANENTE.

More locations and more ways to service your msurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top
of your priority list.

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnanc:
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President Sarkisian: No One Will Convince People of Artsakh

to Live Under Azerbaijani Jurisdiction
We Do Not Accuse Turkish People of Armenian Genocide, We Condemn Denial of It

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- “The
security of Nagorno Karabakh can be
guaranteed only outside Azerbaijan,”
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian
said in an interview with Al Mayadeen
TV, a pan-Arab news station.

“It’s up to the people of Nagorno
Karabakh to determine their final sta-
tus just like it happens all over the
world. Had self-determination not been
respected, the UN would consist of 60-
70 states today. The same Armenia and
Azerbaijan would not be independent
countries,” President Sarkisian said.

“Nagorno Karabakh has never
been part of Azerbaijan,” President
Sarkisian said. He reminded that
Karabakh was annexed to Azerbaijan
at the decision of the Caucasus Bureau
of the Communist Party.

“The same happened to Nakhijevan,
which has been completely cleansed of
Armenians, where the Armenian histori-
cal-cultural monuments have been razed
to ground, and no one, including
UNESCO, hasable to prevent the crime,”
the President said.

He stressed that it’s impossible

to convince the people of Nagorno
Karabakh to live under Azerbaijani ju-
risdiction.

Responding to a question on Pope
Francis visit to Armenia President
Sarkisian said it was both of religious
and inter-state character.

“The fact of the Pope visiting
Armenia is very important by itself,
but the essence and content of that
visit make it even more valuable,” the
President said. He reminded that the
Pope had described the trip as “pil-
grimage to the first Christian nation.”

He attached importance to the
Pope’s messages of peace, inter-reli-
gious dialogue and calmness. “I think
all countries of our region should ac-
cept these messages and implement
them,” he said.

“Pope’s trip was a visit to peace,
a visit preaching peaceful co-existence
and tolerance,” Serzh Sarkisian said.

As for Turkey’s reaction to the
Pope’s remarks on Armenian Geno-
cide, President Sarkisian said “Turkey
angrily reacts to the actions of all
countries recognizing the Armenian
Genocide, and there was nothing sur-

Continued on page 4

House Appropriations
Committee Approves
Foreign Assistance Bill
for Fy 2017

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The U.S.
House Appropriations Committee has
approved the Fiscal Year (FY) 2017
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs (SFOPS) Appropriations Bill,
which covers assistance to Armenia and
the region. The bill alson maintains Sec-
tion 907 of the FREEDOM Support Act
and includes language for aid to nations
hosting Syrian refugees.

Specifically, the SFOPS Report
highlighted the need for additional assis-
tance to "vulnerable populations in Syria
and inneighboring countries," comprised
of Syrian refugees, Christians, and other
minorities afflicted by the Syrian civil
war and persecuted by the Islamic
State (ISIS). According to the bill,
funds "shall be made available for pro-
grams in countries affected by signifi-
cant populations of internally displaced
persons or refugees."

The Committee also recommends
the expansion of humanitarian programs
to ensure services reach these vulner-
able populations. In addition, the House
has incorporated a section on Genocide
Victim Memorial Sites, where funds are
appropriated "to establish and maintain
memorial sites of genocide."

NATO Calls for Peaceful Resolution of
Karabakh Conflict

WARSAW -- NATO urged the
parties to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict to reduce tension, avoid further
violence, and achieve a peaceful solu-
tion, Secretary General of the Alliance
Jens Stoltenberg said on Friday.

“l expect our communiqué to
refer to the conflict in Nagorno
Karabakh. We call on the parties to
ease the tension, refrain from violence
and continue the attempts to reach a
peaceful and grounded settlement to
the Karabakh conflict through negotia-
tions,” Stoltenberg told reporters.

“We support all the efforts for
finding a peaceful solution to the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict based on
negotiations,” said Stoltenberg.

According to Stoltenberg’s spe-

cial representative for the Caucasus
and Central Asia, James Appathurai,
NATO was “particularly worried”
when Armenian and Azerbaijani forces
were engaged in early April in their
heaviest fighting since 1994.

“Happily, the two countries have
walked back from what I think was a
potentially much more risky situation,”
Appathurai told RFE/RL on Friday.
“The two presidents met, the Russian
government has been very active, the
United States and France as well. So |
think we are in a slightly better place.”

“But it can go wrong,” cautioned
the NATO official. “It’s very impor-
tant from the point of view of NATO
allies that much more energy is putinto
addressing this.”

Armenian Genocide Billboards
Welcome Delegates to Republican
National Convention

WASHINGTON, D.C. - As the
2016 Republican Convention convenes
in Cleveland, Ohio next week, the Ar-
menian Assembly of America (Assem-
bly) embarked on an Armenian Geno-
cide billboard campaign prominently
displaying the statement of President
Ronald Reagan affirming the Arme-
nian Genocide.

With nearly 50,000 people ex-
pected at the Convention in Cleveland,
the billboards are part of the Assembly's
ongoing public awareness initiative.
They serve as a reminder about the
need to affirm the truth and learn from
the past so as to prevent future geno-
cides.

During his first term in office,
President Reagan issued a proclama-
tion whichread in part: "Like the geno-
cide of the Armenians before it, and
the genocide of the Cambodians which
followed it - and like too many other
such persecutions of too many other
peoples - the lessons of the Holocaust
must never be forgotten."

The first two billboards, located
on [-77 northbound near Grant Av-
enue (close to where the Convention
will be held) and Carnegie Avenue
westbound, features an excerpt from
President Ronald Reagan's proclama-

Continued on page4
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Presidents Sarkisian and Hollande
Meet in Warsaw

Warszawa
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WARSAW -- Presidents Serzh
Sarkisian and Fran¢ois Hollande met in
Warsaw on July 9, on the sidelines of
the NATO summit.

According to the Armenian presi-
dents press service, Sarkisian ex-
pressed gratitude for President
Hollande’s consistent important role
and support on all issues which are
vital for Armenia and underscored that
in Armenia people take pride in having
special relations with France.

The President noted with satis-
faction that the Armenian-French eco-
nomic relations have considerably ex-
panded through the years: among the
EU states, France remains one the
leading countries with regard to the
investments made in Armenia.

President Sarkisian also ex-
pressed gratitude for the recent adop-
tion by the National Assembly of
France of the resolution, which
criminalizes the denial of the Armenia
Genocide. President Hollande’s per-
sonal contribution to the adoption of
the mentioned resolution was note-
worthy.

At the meeting, the parties spoke
about the Nagorno Karabakh issue.
The President of Armenian attached
great importance of the active role of
France as one of the Co-Chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group in the process of
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a peaceful resolution of the conflict
and thanked President Hollande for his
constant personal efforts. Sarkisian
and Hollande stressed the importance
ofthe unconditional implementation of
the provisions secured in the Declara-
tions adopted in Vienna and Saint Pe-
tersburg. The Presidents of Armenia
and France exchanged views on the
prospects of moving the NK peace
process forward.

Presidents Sarkisian also held a
meeting with U.S. Secretary of State
John Kerry in Warsaw on Friday.
Sarkisian’s press service said the Ar-
menian president discussed with Kerry
details of Wednesday’s phone conver-
sation between the U.S. and Russian
presidents that focused on the Arme-
nian-Azerbaijani dispute.

It said Sarkisian and Kerry also
agreed on the need for an “uncondi-
tional implementation” of confidence-
building agreements reached at the last
two Armenian-Azerbaijani summits
held in Vienna and Saint Petersburg.

The Armenian President also of-
fered condolences to Secretary Kerry
over the tragic events in Dallas, Texas.

Sarkisian again praised the U.S.
peace efforts. He said Kerry deserves
credit for his agreements reached with
Aliyevnotonly in Vienna butalso Saint
Petersburg.

Iranian Government Endorses Visa-Free
Regime with Armenia

TEHRAN -- A session of Iran’s
Cabinet made decisions on abolition of
visa requirements between Armenia
and Iran.

The meeting made relevant de-
cisions on setting regulations for
abolition of visas for holders of dip-
lomatic and ordinary passports as
well as holders of travel documents
(leaf of travel) between the Islamic
Republic of Iran and the Republic of
Armenia.

Previously on June 16, Iranian
Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Armenian Foreign Minister
Edward Nalbandian signed an agree-
ment on abolishing the visa between
the two state.

The agreement, which was ap-
proved by the Armenian government
aiming to regulate the two countries
citizens’ mutual visits, was also en-
dorsed by the Iranian government dur-
ing the Sunday session.

Visa-free travels between Iran
and Armenia mainly aim to boost bilat-
eral ties, deepen mutual trade as well as
to escalate economic relations between
the two states.

Accordingly, citizens with or-
dinary or diplomatic passports of
Armenia and Iran are allowed to
stay maximum of 90 days in in the
other country without a need to
obtain a visa.
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Merkel, Erdogan Try to Mend Ties After
Armenian Genocide Vote

Warszawa
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WARSAW -- German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel and Turkish Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan sought on Satur-
day to clear the air in their first private
talks since the German parliament in-
furiated Ankara by adopting a resolu-
tion recognizing 1915 massacre of
Armenians by Ottoman Turkey a geno-
cide.

Official sources said the meeting
on the sidelines of a NATO summit in
Warsaw lasted longer than the sched-
uled 45 minutes, but they did not over-
come their differences.

Ties between Turkey and Ger-
many have been strained since the
Bundestag passed the Armenian Geno-
cide resolution on June 2. Ankara re-
called its ambassador and threatened
unspecified retaliation.

In apparent retaliation, German
parliamentarians have been denied ac-
cess to the Incirlik airbase in south-
eastern Turkey where some 250 Ger-
man troops are participating in NATO
operations against Islamic State mili-
tants in Iraq, prompting protests from
the Berlin government.

A source close to the Turkish
presidency said Erdogan expressed his
disappointment at the resolution to
Merkel, who said she would do her

utmost to ensure this event would not
harm German-Turkish relations.

The source said Merkel also ex-
pressed satisfaction with the way Tur-
key was keeping its word in preventing
refugees and migrants crossing the
Aegean Sea to Greece after more than
one million flooded into Europe last
year, most ending up in Germany.

“We discussed all outstanding
issues,” Merkel told reporters at a brief
news conference. “The atmosphere
was constructive ... and very busi-
nesslike in an effort to solve the exist-
ing conflicts.”

Asked whether the issues had
been resolved, she said: “The differ-
ences don’t just disappear through
such a discussion. But I believe it was
important that we talked them
through.”

The Turkish source said Merkel
had raised the issue of the Incirlik
airbase and had asked Erdogan to re-
store access for lawmakers, who ap-
prove all military spending and invest-
ment in infrastructure at the base.

Erdogan replied that the airbase
was not a place for “public shows and
marketing” but Turkey would consider
the request in the light of German state-
ments on relations, the source said.

Karabakh Defenses Bolstered After April War

STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) --
Nagorno-Karabakh has built new de-
fense fortifications following last
April’s heavy fighting with Azerbaijani
forces, a senior official in Stepanakert
said on Tuesday.

Karabakh’s government and mili-
tary began fortifying Armenian posi-
tions immediately after a Russian-
brokered agreement halted the four-
day hostilities that left at least 190
soldiers from both sides dead. Virtu-
ally all local construction firms were
mobilized for the effort.

RFE/RL correspondents wit-
nessed some of that construction work
when they visited various sections of
the “line of contact” around Karabakh
in April.

“The enemy’s military operations
showed that the kind of military engi-
neering structures that are needed for
classic warfare are not sufficient,” said
Artur Aghabekian, the deputy prime min-
ister of the unrecognized Nagorno-
Karabakh Republic (NKR). “The only
way to counter enemy airstrikes is new
and adequate fortifications.”

“You can say that a big task has

been accomplished: the entire frontline
is now fully equipped in the engineer-
ing sense,” Aghabekian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am).
Karabakh Armenian forces deployed
there have also been provided with
more modern night vision and com-
munication equipment, he said.

Shortly after the “four-day war”
with Azerbaijan, Aghabekian launched
on behalf of the Karabakh leadership a
fundraising campaign primarily aimed
at buying new weapons for the NKR’s
Defense Army. It has raised about $10
million so far, mostly from ordinary
Armenians in Karabakh, Armenia and
its worldwide Diaspora.

Aghabekian admitted that the rela-
tively modest sum is not enough to
finance a military buildup planned by
the authorities in Stepanakert. But he
said half of that money has already
been efficiently used for bolstering
Karabakh’s defenses.

Other Karabakh officials said in
April that the Defense Army will soon
receive more weapons from Armenia’s
armed forces, with which it is closely
integrated.
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Ataturk’s Statue Installed in the Yard of
Ancient Armenian Church in Turkey
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YEREVAN (Armradio) -- A mu-
seum of statues of famous Turkish
political and public figures has been
opened in the yard of the ancient Ar-
menian Church of Holy Trinity in the
city of Sivrihisar in Turkey’s Eskesehir
Province, Akung.net reports, quoting
Turkish sources.

The idea of such a museum was
born back in 2011 and the project was
proposed by then Minister of Culture
and Tourism Ertugrul Gunay.

The statues of Mustafa Kamal
Ataturk and Kazim Karabekir, com-
mander of the Ottoman Eastern Army,
are among more than 100 monuments
installed in the yard.

Eskisehir'e bagli Sivrihisar
ilcesinde bulunan eski Ermeni kilisesini
ziyarete gidenler, Turkiye'nin dort bir
yaninda meshur olmus kisilerin
heykelleriyle karsilasiyor.

The Holy Trinity Church is a
historical Armenian Apostolic Monas-
tery in the former Armenian quarter of
Sivrihisar in the Western Turkish prov-
ince of Eskishehir. It was used as a
store after the Armenians of the town
had been deported and killed during the
Armenian Genocide.

It was built in the year 1650 but
set on fire in 1876. In 1881, the Holy
Trinity Church was rebuilt by archi-
tect Mintes Panoyat under patriarch
Nerses II. After the Armenian Geno-
cide in 1915, the church stood empty.
A restoration plan was given up in
2001, but reconstruction of the dome
started in 2010. The church at the
stage of building reopened.

The Holy Trinity Church itselfis a
rectangular basilica. The old frescoes
and Armenian inscriptions inside the
church are almost completely destroyed.

Golden Apricot International Film Festival
Kicks Off in Yerevan

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
Golden Apricot Yerevan International
Film Festival commenced on July 10.
The festival will continue till July 17,
providing Armenian film-lovers and
film-makers with unique opportunity
to enjoy masterpieces of international
cinematographic art.

The festival has started with
press conferences: Armenian Pan-
orama participants Garegin Papoyan
(Skhtorashen), Lusine Papoyan
(Radioreciever) and Evelina Barsegian
(Bravoman) presented details on their
films. The press conference was fol-
lowed by a wonderful event known to
be as the non-official start of the
festival - Apricot Blessing ceremony
— which took place at St. Zoravar
church.

The honorary stars of cinema-

tographer Albert Yavuryan, directors
Edmond Keosayan and Dmitry
Kesayants were placed at Charles
Aznavour square among other pro-
lific masters of the Armenian Cinema.
The ceremony was accompanied by
Police Brass Band of RA.

The festival was officially
launched in the evening at Moscow
Cinema, followed by the Red Carpet
Ceremony.

Welcoming speeches were made
by the General Director of Golden
Apricot Yerevan International Film
Festival Harutyun Khachatryan and the
General Manager of VivaCell-MTS
Ralph Yirikian. VivaCell-MTS has been
the General Sponsor of the Film Festi-
val for ten years.

Afterwards the spectators were
exposed to the presentation short vid-

Archaeologists Discover Oldest Street
in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- An Armenian-
French-Iranian archaeological expedi-
tion has discovered the most ancient
street of Yerevan, the head of the
Armenian part of the expedition Mikael
Badalyan said on Thursday.

Speaking at a news conference
he said the street is located in Erebuni
fortress, one of several fortresses built
along the northern Urartian border that
was one of the most important politi-
cal, economic and cultural centers of
the vast Urartu kingdom. He said the
30 meter-long street paved with beau-
tiful tiles is near the temple of Haldi and
is estimated to be 2,700 years old.

‘This is a unique and unprec-
edented discovery that may change
completely our idea of the Urartu civi-
lization,” he said.

“These excavations have solved
serious problems: archaeologists were
able to come up with their research,
their scientific discoveries and we’ve
been able to cooperate with French
archaeologists. However, the most im-
portant issue at this point is preparing
for the 2800th anniversary of Erebuni-
Yerevan. Certainrenovations should be
carried out until 2018,” he said.

The head of the French part of
the expedition Stefan Duchamp said
the foundations of structures revealed
at the site suggest there were three not
two temples in Erebuni. According to
him, the excavations in Erebuni re-
vealed a lot of things which are impor-

tant for the understanding the develop-
ment of civilization in this region in the
post-Urartu period.

"The excavations are important
not only in terms of archaeology but
also make it possible to organize the
reconstruction of the Erebuni museum
in a right way. I hope that a new
excavation will start in 2017." -
Duchamp said.

Representative of the Iranian
team, Reza Heydari noted that these
excavations are an important cultural
cooperation for both Armenia and Iran.
“The excavations in Erebuni are very
important. They shed light on the stud-
ies of the Moorish period”.

Erebuni museum director Gagik
Gyurjyan said that these discoveries
are the result of an eight-year long
archaeological program implemented
with the support of France.

"The program will end in a few
days, but we have asked the French
ambassador to Armenia to help keep it
going. This joint program provides an
opportunity not only for making impor-
tantarchaeological discoveries, butalso
paves the way for international coop-
eration, the importance of which can
not be overestimated," Gyurjyan said.

Erebuni was founded by Urartian
King Argishti (785-753 BC) in 782 BC.
It was built on top of a hill called Arin
Berd overlooking the Araks River Valley
to serve as a military stronghold to
protect the kingdom's northern borders.

eos of competition films and jury boards.

Golden-Apricot-2During the
opening ceremony it was announced
that the European Film Academy is
honoring Yerevan's Parajanov Museum
by awarding it "Treasure of European
Film Culture". Earlier the Academy
had decided to establish a list of Trea-
sures of European Film Culture, much
like the UNESCO World Heritage list,
summing up places of historical cin-
ematic value that need to be maintained
and preserved not just for now but for
generations to come.

At the end of the ceremony the
opening film by celebrated Arme-
nian filmmaker Hamo Beknazaryan
“Zare” was screened with Vahagn
Hayrapetyan’s and his jazz band’s
live accompaniment specially com-
posed for the film.

In his interview to the media,
VivaCell-MTS General Manager Ralph

Yirikian told: ““Golden Apricot” is a
strong incentive to the development of
Armenian cinematography, a part of
global cinematography, a school with
its national specifics and traditions. A
unique event in the cultural life of
Armenia, the Festival has the function
of a civilizational crossroad, where
Armenian film-makers, students and
film-lovers meet outstanding and in-
ternationally acclaimed film-makers and
critics from around the world who
visit our country to present their art
thus helping Armenian cinematogra-
phy to become much richer and di-
verse.”

This year the festival will host
the magnificent Jacqueline Bisset, the
famous actress, who will be bestowed
upon Parajanov's Thaler during the
Closing Ceremony.

Three famous films, starring
Bisset, will be presented to spectators.

www.massispost.com
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IDeA to Launch Foundation for Armenian
Science and Technology

YEREVAN (Arka) -- Russia-
based businessman and philanthropist,
co-founder of “Initiatives for the De-
velopment of Armenia” (IDeA) Ruben
Vardanyan said in an interview that the
IDeA Foundation, along with its part-
ners, is finalizing requirements for the
launch of IDeA's new project, the
Foundation for Armenian Science and
Technology (FAST), aimed at devel-
oping the means for technological in-
novation in Armenia and the mobiliza-
tion of scientific, technological and
financial resources of the Armenian
and international communities.

According to Mr. Vardanyan,
FAST will become a platform for bring-
ing about the technological break-
through in Armenia in the areas of IT
and computer science, artificial intelli-
gence, high-tech materials, robotics,
biotechnology, advanced engineering
and manufacturing technologies.

’We are looking at the possibility
of at first providing $10 million to-
wards developing the fund and then
launching the fund globally with the
goal of raising $200 million within
three years. Within the model that we
are discussing, FAST can become a
mixed financial vehicle, which pro-

vides both research grants and venture
financing. The Advisory Board will
undertake the fund’s management.
Within this board, besides the founders,
there will be prominent Armenians from
Armenia and abroad with a successful
track record in science, technology,
venture capital and industry. The fund
will be subject to high standards of
effectiveness, transparency and inde-
pendence,’ he said.

With a total wealth estimated at
$950 million, Ruben Vardanyan is 8 1st
in Forbes magazine’s list of 200 rich-
est businessmen of Russia in 2016. He
is also the founder of the first Arme-
nian UWC Dilijan College.

living in Russia.

overview

Federation

Academic Conference on
the Armenian Diaspora in Russia

The Armenian Communities Department of the Calouste Gulbenkian
Foundation is sponsoring an academic conference on the Armenian Diaspora
in the Russian Federation, organised by the Department of Diaspora Studies of
the Yerevan State University. [t will be held on 13-14 October 2016 in Yerevan.

The aim of the conference is to encourage research on, and learn about,
the largest Armenian diasporan community. Remarkably, there is limited
research on this topic, despite the fact that there are over a million Armenians

The themes of the conference are:
Armenians in the Russian Federation in the contemporary period: an

The organizational structure of the Armenian communities in the Russian

Comparison of the “New Diaspora” and “Traditional Diaspora”

Relations with the Republic of Armenia

The issue of identity among Russian-Armenians

Armenian educational and cultural institutions in the Russian Federation

The role of religious institutions, especially the Armenian Apostolic
Church, in the Russian Armenian Diaspora

The deadline for proposals is 30 July. For further information and
application procedure see the following links:

In Armenian: http://ysu.am/calendar/hy/1464867729

In English: http://ysu.am/calendar/en/1464867729

In Russian: http://ysu.am/calendar/ru/1464867729

No One Will Convince People of Artsakh
to Live Under Azerbaijani Jurisdiction

Continued from page 1

prising for us here.”

Many ask why the Pope used the
word genocide here. “Why should a
religious or political leader who has his
views on certain things and events,
refrain from calling them by their
names?”

“Many thought Pope Francis
would not use the word ‘genocide’
again after the Mass served on the
100th anniversary. “The Pope is not a
person that can change his convictions
because of pressures or angry reac-
tions. The Pope used the word many
times, when he was still in Argentina.

For decades he has been friends with
heirs of Armenian genocide survivors,”
President Sarkisian said.

“Turkey should react calmly to
these facts,” the President said, adding
that the situation was different 10 years
ago. “No one would imagine 10 years
ago that the Armenian Genocide could
be commemorated in Istanbul or An-
kara on April 24.”

“Turkey will recognize the fact
of genocide,” he said. He noted that
Germany came out winner by acknowl-
edging the fact of the Holocaust.

“We do not blame the Turkish
people of having perpetrated the geno-
cide. We blame the then authorities of
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Fundraiser Event in Support of Syrian-
Armenian Students at Haigazian University

GLENDALE -- An “Evening in
the Garden,” a dinner dance to support
Haigazian University, will be held at 5
pm on Saturday, August 6, at Descanso
Gardens in La Canada. The event will
begin with a social hour, followed by
dinner and a short update about
Haigazian. Dancing will follow to the
beat of “Oldies” dance music.

The evening is being planned by
advocates of the only Armenian Uni-
versity in the Diaspora, Haigazian, lo-
cated in Beirut, Lebanon. This event is
designed specifically to provide Syr-
ian-Armenian students with tuition and
housing during this critical time. Cur-
rently, 39 Syrian Armenian students
are studying at Haigazian, mostreceiv-
ing financial aid based on need. Three
of this year’s graduating class were
from Aleppo.

The University operates on the
American model of higher education in
a Christian environment. English is the
language of instruction and academic
freedom is important. Haigazian edu-
cates its students in the fields of Busi-
ness, Economics, English, Armenian,
Biology, and Chemistry. Among its
other majors are Computer Science,
Math, Physics, Education, Political Sci-
ence, Social Work, and Psychology.

In Beirut, Lebanon, the passion-
ate President of this liberal arts univer-
sity is Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian; the
dedicated Dean of Arts and Sciences is
Dr. Arda Ekmekji. In Los Angeles the
devoted Chairperson of the Haigazian
Board of Trustees is Dr. Ani Darakjian;
the enthusiastic President of the
Haigazian Alumni is Raffi Kendirjian.

Dinner dance tickets are $150.
Sponsorships categories are $500 (2
tickets) $1,000 (4 tickets), $2,500 (6
tickets), and $5,000 (10 tickets). Ev-
ery donation received for this garden
event will be appreciated by the Arme-
nian students, in need, and will keep
Haigazian blooming. Reservations
should be sent to Haigazian University
Support Fund, Inc., ¢/o Ms. Houri
Tavitian, 1361 Western Ave., Glen-
dale, CA 91201.

Descanso Gardens is located just
20 minutes from Downtown, at 1418
Descanso Drive, La Canada Flintridge,
CA 91011. Guests may arrive early if
they wish to tour the gardens ahead of
the event. Gardens are open from 9-5
for a separate admission. For informa-
tion please contact Raffi Kendirjian
818-859-0822, Grace Kurkjian 714-
773-9075, or Houri Tavitian 818-240-
4723.

Armenian Genocide Billboards

Continued from page 1

tion on April 22, 1981.

"The Cleveland Armenian com-
munity, and, particularly, our parish-
ioners, are overjoyed with respect to
the presence of both billboards," Rev.
Fr. Hratch Sargsyan, pastor of St.
Gregory of Narek Armenian Apostolic
Church, said. "The billboards are the
talk ofthe Armenian community. Folks
are simply ecstatic."

AG Germany BillboardThe bill-
boards' media campaign was overseen
by the Assembly's Ohio State Chair
Ara Bagdasarian, who is also a mem-
ber of the Cleveland Armenian Geno-
cide Centennial Committee.

"Ronald Reagan, one of the
most revered Republican leaders, is
the only sitting president to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide and use
the term genocide. With these bill-
boards, we will reiterate Reagan's
statement and help ensure that the
next president - whether it be Re-
publican or Democrat - reaffirms
the Armenian Genocide,"

Bagdasarian said. "We wanted to
take advantage of the opportunity to
share our message about the Arme-
nian Genocide with the visitors com-
ing to Cleveland during the Republi-
can Convention. The world's spot-
light and media will converge here,
and we have the chance to be heard."

Donated by Debbie Abdalian-Th-
ompson, owner of Cleveland Outdoor
Advertising, the Assembly put up two of
the billboards to commemorate the 101st
anniversary of the Armenian Genocide
and to promote public awareness during
the Convention. A third billboard was
added following Germany's affirmation
of the Armenian Genocide on June 2.
The most recent billboard reads: "Truth
vs National Interest" and "Thank You
Germany for Recognizing the Armenian
Genocide," designed by Peace of Artand
located on I-77 southbound near mile
marker 157.

"I would also like to give spe-
cial thanks Debbie Abdalian-Thomp-
son and Cleveland Outdoor Adver-
tising for her generous support,"”
Bagdasarian added.

the country, who undertook to elimi-
nate the Armenian people. Today we
blame those who deny the genocide.

No one has ever heard me say a sore
word about the Turkish people,” Presi-
dent Sarkisian said.
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Guiliguian Benevolent Foundation
Champagne Brunch Buffet
Sunday, July 17,2016 at 1 1AM

Raffi’s Catering and Banquet
3887 E Sierra Madre Blvd; Pasadena, CA 91107

Donation: $25

The proceeds will support the reconstruction
and restoration of Guiliguian School

Unlimited Champagne Mimosas

Menu includes foul, mamunyah, soujukh/eggs,
variety of coldcuts and cheeses, fruit, dessert, and juices

For reservations, please call the following numbers:
(818) 468 — 3648 (818) 307 —4156 (626) 797 — 8465

Let’s get together and enjoy a unique Champagne Brunch Buffet
for your Sunday Guiliguian Joy
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MEHER BABIAN, D.D.S.

General Dentistry

1111 S. Glendale Avenue
Suite 206
Glendale, CA 21205

Tel: (818) 547-0884
Tel: (818) 547-1476
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