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Thousands March in Yerevan Calling for President Sarkisian Resignation

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Thou-
sands of people marched in Yerevan
late on Monday in support of opposi-
tion gunmen that have occupied an
Armenia police station for more than a
week to demand the release of their
jailed leader and President Serzh
Sarkisian’s resignation.

It was the biggest crowd at-
tracted by the Founding Parliament
radical opposition movement since its
30 or so armed members seized the
police station in Yerevan’s southern
Erebuni district on July 17.

The protesters marched from a
street section in Erebuni to the city
center and then walked back to that
location, chanting “Serzhik, go away!”
and “Sasna Tsrer!” — the name of the
armed group linked with Founding
Parliament.

The march was organized by
Founding Parliament and several other
small opposition groups in protest
against the Armenian authorities’ al-
leged refusal to provide more food to
the gunmen holed up in the seized
police compound.

Alek Yenigomshian, a Founding
Parliament leader not involved in the
armed attack, said the authorities
stopped food supplies, cut off elec-
tricity to the compound and blocked
mobile phone communication with
them on Saturday after the gunmen
released their four remaining hostages.
He gave the authorities until Tuesday
morning to allow opposition activists
to deliver food to the armed opposi-
tionists.

It was not clear what the protest

Police Wound and Capture Several of Gunmen

leaders will do if their demand is re-
jected. Yenigomshian said only that
they will again rally supporters on
Tuesday evening.

“We are already winning,”
Yenigomshian told the crowd visibly
numbering between 2,000 and 3,000.

“Fifty-thousand people must
stand here tomorrow,” he said after
the march ended at around midnight.

The police said, meanwhile, that
the gunmen burned down on Monday
evening three more police vehicles that
were parked in the compound. They
released a photograph of one of the
vehicles set on fire.

The protest leaders did not deny
the information, saying that their armed
comrades may thus be protesting
against the blockade imposed by the
authorities.

Earlier on Monday, the authori-
ties again urged the attackers to sur-

Armenian Genocide Recognition Resolution
Submitted to Egypt’s Parliament

CAIRO (Ahram online) -- Inde-
pendent Egyptian MP Mostafa Bakri
said that he and 336 MPs have called
on parliament to approve a draft reso-
lution in favor of recognizing the death
of 1.5 million Armenians at the hands
of the Ottoman state in 1915 as a
?7?"genocide."

"Parliament must hold a special
session on this subject because it was
a crime of mass extermination that
should be condemned by all world
parliaments," said Bakri.

"New historical evidence has ex-
posed the slaughter of 1.5 million Ar-
menians at the hands of Ottoman Turks
between 1915 and 1922," Bakri said,
adding that his proposal “comes after
the German parliament voted last month
in favour of recognising the 1915 mas-
sacre as a genocide, and many other
countries are expected to follow suit.”

Turkey does not officially
recognise that the Armenian genocide
took place. Following Germany's re-
centrecognition of the genocide, Turk-

ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
recalled Turkey's ambassador to Ger-
many for "consultation," with the Turk-
ish government saying that the move
by Berlin was "null and void."

Bakri concluded that "while the
Ottomans ?committed the 1915 mas-
sacre, the Erdogan regime is now
moving to commit another crime
against his political opponents and mi-
norities that seek independence."

The proposal comes after an-
other Egyptian MP, Emad Mahrous,
demanded on Sunday that the govern-
ment grant political asylum to exiled
Turkish opposition figure Fethullah
Gulen.

Mahrous accused Erdogan of
exploiting the failed coup against him
this month to detain hundreds of his
political opponents and turn Turkey
into a Muslim Brotherhood dictator-
ship.

Talaat Khalil, an MP who sup-

Continued on page4

render to security forces surrounding
them. The National Security Service
indicated that they may well avoid
imprisonment if they lay down their
arms.

Gunmen wounded and captured

Armenian security forces cap-
tured early on Wednesday six gunmen
who have been holed up in a police
station in Yerevan for more than a
week.

The spokesman for the Arme-
nian police, Ashot Aharonian, said one
of the leaders of the gunmen, Pavel
Manukian, and his son Aram were
wounded in a shootout with law-en-
forcement officers.

One of the officers was also
wounded as a result, Aharonian wrote
on his Facebook page at around 2 p.m.
local time. “All three men were imme-
diately taken to hospital,” he said.

Aharonian added that two other
members of the armed group affiliated
with the opposition movement surren-
dered to security forces deployed

around the police station in Yerevan’s
Erebuni district.

“At the moment the skirmish has
stopped and negotiations are under-
way on completing the surrender of
the armed men,” he said.

The armed group confirmed
shortly afterwards that security forces
“kidnapped” its four members, includ-
ing Manukian, in an overnight “at-
tack.”

Shortly before midnight, the po-
lice spokesman claimed that the gun-
men have opened “sporadic fire in
various directions.” It was not clear
whether the Armenian police or the
National Security Service were at-
tempting to storm the sprawling com-
pound.

According to Aharonian,
Manukian and his wounded son were
undergoing surgery at the Erebuni
Medical Center. The entrance to the
hospital was guarded by masked po-
licemen armed with assault rifles.

Manukian’s daughter Aspram
was among several relatives of
wounded gunmen anxiously waiting
outside the hospital in the early hours
ofthe morning. Speaking to RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am), she
said she was told by law-enforcement
officials that her father and brother
were wounded in the legs.

Two other gunmen were also
shot in the legs before surrendering to
the police early on Tuesday. The na-
ture of the wounds suggested that the
law-enforcement authorities are keen
to avoid killing any of the armed oppo-
sitionists.

The armed group reportedly num-
bered around 30 when it stormed and

Continued on page 2

citizens in the police force.

escalate the situation.

SDHP Central Committee Statement on
Developments in Armenia

YEREVAN -- The Central Committee of Social Democrat Hunckakian
Party expresses its deep concern regarding the recent developments in
Armenia, particularly, the instances of police brutality and harsh crackdown
on citizens who are exercising their right to freedom of speech and assembly,
including citizens who are just innocent bystanders.

The deplorable act of occupying the police station by an armed group
cannot be used as pretense for the heavy handed actions of the police that will
only worsen the already tense situation and deepen the mistrust among the

As such, we ask the police to be conscientious and thoughtful, respect
the basic human rights of citizens and take all necessary measures to de-

On the other hand, we ask those citizens who have taken to the street
defending their rights, to show restraint and abstain from any provocative
actions that could unnecessarily lead to harmful confrontation with the police.

We believe that the only solution to the current crisis and the existing
social and economic problems is if the authorities move beyond their empty
rhetoric, come up with clearly specified steps and solutions instead of using
the brute force of the police to silence the rightful demands of the citizenry.

Social Democrat Hunckakian Party

Central Committee
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Congressman Jim Costa
Promises to Continue Efforts
for Armenian Genocide Recognition

YEREVAN -- On July 20, the
Speaker of the RA National Assembly
received the Member of the U.S. Con-
gress House of Representatives Jim
Costa.

Galust Sahakyan, welcoming the
guest, has noted that he is glad to host
the best friend of our country in the
Parliament, who is from Fresno, where
the American Armenian well-known
writer William Saroyan was born and
created. The Head of the Parliament has
underlined that the United States of
America is one of Armenia’s important
counterparts and occupies a key place in
political and economic life of Armenia.

Speaking about the parliamen-
tary diplomacy, Galust Sahakyan has
underlined that it is an important plat-
form for the development of the inner-
state relations and in this context has
noted that Armenia attaches great im-
portance to the development of the
Armenian-American inter-parliamen-
tary ties.

The Speaker of the National As-
sembly highly assessed the effective
activities of the U.S. Congressional Cau-
cus on Armenian Issues, the members
of which always promoted the intensifi-
cation of the relations between the Re-
public of Armenia and the United States.

Touching upon the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict, Galust Sahakyan
emphasized the U.S. continuous ef-
forts as the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chair country aimed at the peaceful
settlement of the Nagorno Karabakh
conflict, the provision of peace and
stability in the region.

Talking about the international
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide, the Speaker of the National As-
sembly thanked the Congressmen, who
had made all efforts through many
years on voicing the necessity of the
international recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide and expressed convic-
tion that those efforts will certainly
end with success.

Jim Costa, thanking the NA
Speaker for the warm reception, noted
that visiting Armenia had been his old
dream. Regarding the issue of the rec-
ognition of the Armenian Genocide, he
said: “I, as member of the U.S. Con-
gress Group on Armenian Issues,
should take measures and efforts that
the Armenian Genocide should be rec-
ognized and the genocides will not be
repeated anymore.” The guest ex-
pressed hope that in future the U.S.
Congress will recognize the Armenian
Genocide.

Referring to the regional prob-
lems, Jim Costa expressed hope that
the Nagorno Karabakh conflict will be
settled at diplomatic plane and high-
lighted the participation of Artsakh in
the negotiations.

The interlocutors expressed
hope that similar visits will be con-
tinuous, directed at further expan-
sion and activation of the inter-par-
liamentary ties.

At the end of the meeting the
RA NA Speaker Galust Sahakyan
awarded Jim Costa the RA NA Medal
of Honor for his pro-Armenian ac-
tivities.

Armenian Peacekeepers Leave for Germany
to Prepare for Afghanistan Mission

YEREVAN -- Another Armenian
peacekeeping unit has left for Ger-
many today to prepare for a mission in
Afghanistan, Press Service of the Ar-
menian Ministry of Defense reports.

Commander of the peacekeeping
brigade General-major Artur Simonyan
saluted the peacekeeping unit before
the departure and urged the service-

men to carry out their mission with
dignity and remain committed to the
traditions of the Armenian Armed
Forces.

Armenia has been participating in
the NATO-led peacekeeping mission
in Afghanistan since 2010 under the
leadership of the German Armed
Forces.

Thousands March in Yerevan

Continued from page 1

seized the police station on July 17.

The armed group reportedly
numbered around 30 when it stormed
and seized the police station on July
17.

About an hour after news of the
security operation was announced, riot
police detained at least two dozen people
who continued to demonstrate in sup-
port of the gunmen on an Erebuni
street section close to the seized police
station. The police gave no reasons for
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Armenia to Host "ArmHiTec-2016" Arms
and Defense Technologies Exhibition

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- Min-
ister of Defense Seyran Ohanyan has
confirmed the concept of "ArmHiTec-
2016" first international arms and de-
fense technologies exhibition. The ex-
hibition will take place October 13-15
in "Yerevan Expo" exhibition center.

The exhibition will include the
entire in-use arsenal, by moving for-
ward the elaboration of innovative tech-
nologies and high precision weapons.

The exhibition includes combat
management systems, communication
devices and systems, automatic sys-
tems of troops' control, robot sys-
tems, UAVs, aerial machines and sys-
tems, anti UAV systems, detection,
search and inspection measures, pre-
cision weapons, laser technologies,
optical-electronic devices and systems,
air defense measures, radio-recon, ra-
dio-electronic and anti-radio measures,

r ;
VW ArmHiTec

International exhibition
of arms and defence technologies

armaments of "Future Soldier", tech-
nologies, equipments etc.

The exhibition aims at presenting
modern military hardware and innova-
tions of military industry of Armenia
and other countries.

The event has sparked great in-
terest among experts, which will
greatly contribute to the broadening of
Armenia's international military-tech-
nical cooperation and strengthening
the potential of export.

Iran Increases Volumes of Natural Gas
Supplies to Armenia

YEREVAN (Arka) -- On July 20,
Iran started conveying additional vol-
umes of natural gas to Armenia at the
Armenian government’s request
prompted by the repair of the core
pipeline in Georgia, Hraparak reports.

According to the newspaper
Levon Yolyan, energy minister, to travel
to Iran to discuss some issues.

Armenia receives Russian gas
through Georgia’s territory.

Earlier, Gazprom Armenia, a sub-
sidiary of Russia’s Gazprom, said that
the supply of Russia’s natural gas to
Armenia was ceased from July 10 to
August 10 because of the repair, and
Iran agreed to do it.

Today Armenia receives around
I million cubic meters of gas every day
or 365-370 million cubic meters a
year, which processed into electric
energy for Iran.

US Delegation Visits
Armenia-Azerbaijan Border

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- A
delegation of the US Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services staff vis-
ited the 3rd Army Corps of Arme-
nian Defense Ministry on July 21.

Members of the delegation had
a meeting with Armenian First
Deputy Minister of Defense Davit
Tonoyan and the command staff of
the Corps.

The meeting included presen-
tation of current situation at the
state border between Armenia and
Azerbaijan, frequency of ceasefire
violations made by the Azerbaijani
side, and its consequences.
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USDelegationBorder2In
Tavush marz, the US delegation had
meetings with Governor Hovik
Abovyan and the administration of
the borderline communities, who
presented the impact that ceasefire
violations have on the daily life of
civil population in those communi-
ties, regarding the safety of civil-
ians, implementation of agricultural
works and use of infrastracture.

The delegation of the US Sen-
ate Committee on Armed Services
staff also visited the training center
of the Peacekeeping Brigade of Ar-
menian Defense Ministry.

the detentions.

The street section has been the
scene of daily protests staged by Found-
ing Parliament and its opposition allies
for the past week. Thousands of people

rallied there on Tuesday evening.

The protest leaders urged the
crowd to disperse shortly after mid-
night. Only several dozen people re-
mained there by 2 p.m.
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Armenian Bar Association Condemns
the Use of Force and Brutality
Against Peaceful Protestors

GLENDALE -- Policing authori-
ties in Armenia, once more, have
brought our national dignity to the
precipice of this unsavory abyss. Re-
ports of Armenian riot police dragging
Armenian citizens through the streets;
evidence of Armenian officers beating
detained protestors; and images of
teams of armed police pounding pro-
testers to the pavement of the very
streets that the Armenian citizen liber-
ated only a quarter century ago is an
unbecoming reminder of just how un-
bridled the use of force has become in
the hands of the ruling authorities.
Genuine respect for the rule of law will
require much more than simply the
passage of time.

Citizens in Armenia took to the
streets after the siege of the Erebuni
police station three days ago, many
urging the authorities to exercise re-
straintin resolving the standoff. Clearly
there is much percolating just beneath
the surface of Armenian civil society.
The Erebuni standoff itself suggests
that, in some circles, there is even
desperation. That said, it is the un-
hinged handling of peaceful protesters
by policing authorities that concerns
ARWC most acutely here.

In democratic societies, calls for
change are intended to find voice—
indeed peaceful outlet and political ef-
fect—through the electoral process.
However, in societies victim to wide-
spread electoral fraud—as in the case
of Armenia during the 2013 presiden-
tial election, the 2015 constitutional
referendum and a myriad of local and
municipal elections in between—the
voice of democratic society is muzzled.
In fact, it is silenced altogether, mak-
ing public protest alone the natural
expression of discontent within civil
society. But for regimes sustained by
the trampling of the electoral voice of
its people, the impetus to do the same
to their citizens assembled for political

expression is almost unavoidable. We
are here now—not because of radical-
ism or happenstance—but because of
years of institutionalized insult to the
rule of law.

That said, we must again warn
ruling authorities in Armenia that, where
public protest is peaceful, there is no
place for the circumscription of the
people's right to assemble, to express
political opinion or even to exercise
civil disobedience. The role of the
police during peaceful public protest is
not to curtail the right to assembly, it is
not to silence the voices of the protest-
ors and it certainly is not to beat its
citizens into submission. The role of
policing authorities is to protect the
peace—and, yes, even to protect the
peaceful protestors themselves, re-
gardless of their political message.

The last three days in Armenia
have evidenced an unabashed escala-
tion by policing authorities in the use
of' violence and brutality against peace-
ful protesters. The ARWC vehemently
condemns these actions, urges pros-
ecuting authorities to investigate viola-
tions of civil and human rights by
policing authorities and encourages
monitors on the ground to continue to
document violations for use in crimi-
nal prosecutions.

That ruling authorities have not
yet learned that brutality is not a proper
tool in the protection of citizens during
peaceful protests is either the upshot
of an absolute obliviousness to the
progress of civil and human rights in
this century or the untempered un-
touchability of a ruling regime increas-
ingly emboldened by an army of NGOs
and diasporan organizations that do
know better but choose to look the
other way. Either way, it is the Arme-
nian citizen who is left staring into the
abyss of a trampled civil society.
Armenian Rights Watch Commit-

tee Armenian Bar Association

Professor Krikor Erzingatsian
Conferred an Honourary Fellowship
of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland

DUBLIN -- In
recognition of his great
contribution to sur-
gery Professor Krikor
Erzingatsian was con-
ferred an Honourary
Fellowship of the Royal
College of Surgeons in
Ireland, the highest
honour this College has
to offer.

Great philanthro-
pist Professor Erzin-
gatsian has devoted his
life to improving health-
care, to the education,
training and mentoring
of surgeons of East, Central and
Southern Africa.

He was born in Ethiopia, in an
Armenian family that had fled the Ar-
menian Genocide. His secondary edu-
cation was in North Wales, then he
entered Medical School in the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland in 1963.

During this time he won several prizes
and undertook Higher Surgical Train-
ing in several hospitals in Dublin.
Following surgical training in Ire-
land he returned to Africa where he
spent most of his clinical career as a
surgeon in Lusaka, Zambia. He held a
number of key administrative posts

Italian Architect Paolo Vitti Impressed
by Beauty of Ani City

YEREVAN (Armenpress) --
Nicosia Armenian Church restoration
project coordinator, Italian architect
Paolo Vitti says Armenia has a great
positive impact on the European cul-
ture.

“I am very impressed with my
visit to Armenia since it is one thing to
conduct a research, the other to come
and see. My family members are Ital-
ians of Istanbul, they have Armenian
friends, relatives, in Rome where I
live, I also know Armenians, and I can
say over my entire life I have been
among Armenians, Armenia has al-
ways been in my life. And now I am
visiting Armenia feeling myself more
involved here”, he said in an interview
with “Armenpress”.

Paolo Vitti is also a member of
the Scientific Council of 7 most en-
dangered monuments project of the
“Europa Nostra” organization. Arme-
nia is a member of this organization
since 2012.

The Italian architect informed
that this year they want to demonstrate
more global approach within the project
framework.

“This approach supposes not only
preservation, but also provision of re-
spective ways to make the territory
more visible, the work with the people
living there. But I would like to empha-
size one important factor: the process
of the preservation must be organized
without causing damages since there

is a great danger of doing it wrong
during the restoration works, that’s
why we are concentrated on forming
an appropriate methodology. We ex-
pect this to become an example of that
global approach in the cultural heritage
of Armenia”, Paolo Vitti said.

Referring to his visits to different
places of Armenia, he said he has been in
Gyumri, which, according to him, is a
typical example of a well designed city.

“The city has a beautiful archi-
tecture, and I think that if appropriate
restoration works, renovations are done
without touching the past, Armenia
will have a very big city. I have seen
city Ani from above and I can say [ am
impressed by its beauty, the impor-
tance of that place. I just want to say
Ani must be a territory without bor-
ders”, Paolo Vitti concluded.

and was appointed Professor of Sur-
gery in the University of Zambia in
1999. He was also President of the
Surgical Society of Zambia.

His educational activities during
this time are too numerous to mention
but the thematic approach was to pro-
mote and advance the cause of surgery
and surgical training in East, Central and
Southern Africa. He has published ex-
tensively in topics very relevant to the
local delivery of surgical practice includ-
ing the importance of local anaesthesia
and ketamine, the management of sepsis
and trauma and also a recognition of the
cancer burden in Africa.

Professor Erzingatsian then en-
tered into a remarkable new phase in his
career. The recognition of the need for a
normal structure of surgical training in
Africa resulted in the creation of the
College of Surgeons of East, Central and
Southern Africa (COSECSA). Profes-
sor Erzingatsian was a driving force
behind the creation of this College. He is

the longest serving member of its Coun-
cil and was its Vice-President, President
and now is Registrar.

His tireless energy helped nurture
the young College and achieve success.
For his great contribution to the rapid
development of the College, Professor
Erzingatsian was awarded an Honourary
Fellowship of COSECSA in 2012.

Thanks to the efforts of Profes-
sor Erzingatsian, the COSECSA started
a deep collaboration with the Royal
College of Surgeons in Ireland in 2007.
It provides for staffing and resources,
curricula, educational tools, accredi-
tation and quality assurance processes.

During the last number of years,
a professional secretariat has been put
in place, great numbert of surgical
trainers have received training, a mo-
bile skills training unit has been deliv-
ered and an Africa-centric surgical e-
learning platform has been established

Continued on page4
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Two-Week Event Dedicated to Promoting
Armenian Art and Critical Discourse
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GLENDALE --Abril Bookstore and
Roslin Art Gallery present the first of an
annual event, The Art of Diaspora /
LO0wnwunwlwb Qnpéol which this
year will feature the works of author and
professor of Armenian Studies, Marc
Nichanian and of installation artist and
filmmaker, Hrayr Anmahouni, taking
place from August6-21,2016at415E.
Broadway, Glendale, CA. Gallery hours
are from 10:00am to 7:00pm, Monday
through Saturday. Admission is free.

The Art of  Diaspora/
LOGwnwunwlwb  Qnpéolb  (critical
factor) is an annually organized series of
exhibitions, lectures and panels, mostly in
Armenian, discussing the state of con-
temporary Diasporan and Armenian art,
criticism and intellectual thought. The
goal is to facilitate the production of
critical discourse in the Armenian lan-
guage. The Armenian Diasporarelies less
and less on using Armenian in social and
artistic discourses, especially when it
involves critical thinking. This situation
hasledto cultural stagnation and amnesia.
The Art of Diaspora/RG0wnwunwyuwl
Qnndol proposes not only to re-engage
with Armenian Diasporic cultural pro-
duction, but also hopes to pave the way to
engage more deeply and meaningfully
with different cultures and institutions.

This year’s program consists of
six days within a two-week period dur-
ing which the films and installation art of
Hrayr Anmahouni and the written work
of Dr. Marc Nichanian will be present ed
and discussed. The opening of the pro-
gram and of the art exhibit, On Deep
Background by Hrayr Anmahouni will
be on Satur day, August 6, with a recep-
tion from 7:00 - 10:00pm. The second
day, Wednesday , August 10th will present
the films of Hrayr Anmahouni at 7:30pm
followed by an Artist Talk and conversa-
tion with Dr. Myrna Douzjian about
SolemnityO, an art installation by
Anmahouni and Anahid Kassabian. The
third day, Friday , August 12th will
revisit the review GAM, with a talk by
Karen Jallatyanat 7:30pm, followed by a
panel discussion between Dr. Marc
Nichanian and Hrayr Anmahouni. The
fourth day, Sunday, August 14th, will
feature the work of author Marc
Nichanian and his new book, Mwuwnytp,
W wwniy,  wwwdniphtld  (Image
Story History) at 5:00pm followed by a
panel discussion between the author,

Dr. Talar Chahinian, Dr. Myrna Douzjian
and Karen Jallatyan. There will be a
recasting in English of the previous seg-
ments on Thursday, August 18 th at
7:30pm, including a presentation of Marc
Nichanian 's Mourning Philology . The
program will conclude on Sunday, Au-
gust 21 at 5:00pm with an Interactive
Forum during which the audience will be
invited to provide artistic and critical
responses to selected works from the
previous days.

Marc Nichanian is a graduate of
the University of Stasbourg and the
Ecole Nationale des Langues Orientales
Vivantes. He was Professor of Arme-
nian Studies at Columbia University from
1996 to 2007 and is currently Visiting
Professor at Sabanci University,
Istanbul, in the Department of Cultural
Studies. He has published six volumes of
thereview GAM, an Armenian language
journal of literary analysis and transla-
tion; an extensive bibliography of and
three volumes of criticism on Hagop
Oshagan; a volume on the history of
Armenian langauge, Ages et usages de la
langue armenienne; and French transla-
tions from Armenian (Khrakhouni) and
English (Vahakn Dadrian). His publica-
tions in English include Mourning Philol-
ogy, The Historiographic Perversion and
Writers of Disaster. Recently, his Arme-
nian language works have been published
in Yerevan, the latest being Mwuwnltin,
wuwuwnnild, wywwanphth I: Ohh-
unthwjwlwb pwnGlywdnephib dp .

Hrayr Anmahouni (Eulmessekian)
is a graduate of Nichan Palandjian
Djemaran in Beirut, Lebanon. He at-
tended the Academie Libanaise des Beaux
Arts for two years, and moved to San
Francisco in 1984 where he received his
B.F.A. and M.F.A. from the San Fran-
cisco Art Institute. His works have been
exhibited, screened or broadcast in the
San Francisco Bay Area, Los Angeles,
New York, Yerevan, Art Dubai, Sharjah
Biennial March Meeting, and Pratt Man-
hattan Gallery. He is the guest editor of
ArteEast Quarterly, 2014 Spring issue.
He was the subject of a featured inter-
view by Marc Nichanian, and his work
was reviewed by Anahid Kassabian,
both published in Gam Review 6. A
founding member of the San Fran-
cisco Armenian Film Festival, he serves
on its curatorial team. He currently
lives in Los Angeles.

Professor Krikor Erzingatsian

Continued from page 3

along with a bespoke electronic log-
book and a database of every surgeon
in the region. There has been a very
substantial increase in the number of
surgeons trained across the region,

along with non-physicians, who have
been trained in basic surgical tech-
niques, inrural Zimbabwe, Zambia and
Rwanda.

Professor Erzingatsian goes to
Armenia on a regular basis to do chari-
table surgical work.

Armenia Women’s Breast Cancer
Reconstruction Program

Total skin-sparing mastectomy
with silicone implant reconstruction
for breast cancer treatment has been
anoncologically acceptable procedure
in the United States for more than 15
years. In Armenia, however, the latest
method of skin-sparing mastectomy/
reconstruction is not practiced. It is
estimated that only 5 percent of women
in Armenia undergo reconstruction
after a conventional mastectomy. Re-
construction of the breast is para-
mount in order to restore the physical,
psychological and functional wellbeing
of breast cancer patients.

Armenia Women’s Breast Cancer
Reconstruction Program
(AWBCRP)

Armenia Women’s Breast Can-
cer Reconstruction Program was
started in October 2013 following the
first total skin-sparing mastectomy and
reconstruction at Kanaker-Zeytun
Medical Center by the hospital’s onco-
logic and plastic surgeons under the
supervision of Dr. Arthur Salibian.
Since then, the procedure has been
introduced to several other centers
including Fanarjyan National Center of
Oncology, American Armenian Well-
ness Center, and ArtMed Rehabilita-
tion Center.

To promote Armenia Women’s
Breast Cancer Reconstruction Program,
several conferences were held in
Yerevan, and surgeons were invited
from the United States to participate in
the meetings and in live televised sur-

geries. These activities generated pub-
lic awareness about the importance of
breast reconstruction.

AWBCRP: A Charitable Breast
Reconstruction Program

With the approval of the Ministry
of Health, total skin-sparing mastec-
tomy/reconstruction was started in Ar-
menia as a charitable procedure for
women who could not afford the cost of
implant reconstruction. Mentor Corpo-
ration, Irvine, California, that manufac-
tures breast implants, freely donated the
implants to jump-start the program.

In order to continue the recon-
struction program, AWBCRP now
needs to raise funds to purchase im-
plants and perform the mastectomy/
reconstruction on a greater number of
patients. For this purpose a 501¢(3)
nonprofit organization has been cre-
ated. For each patient, approximately
$400 to $800 will be needed to com-
plete the reconstruction, depending of
the number of implants used.

Donors will receive information
on the number of patients treated
through their donation. The tax-ex-
empt donations should be made out to
AWBCRP and mailed to Dr. Arthur
Salibian, 5530 E. Las Lomas St., Long
Beach CA 90815.

Your donations are greatly ap-
preciated. For further information or
questions regarding AWBCRP please
contact Dr. Arthur Salibian by email at
arthursalibian@gmail.com or by phone:
562-597-7739.

Armenian Genocide Recognition
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ported Bakri's draft resolution, told
reporters thatgenocide should be con-
demned by all world governments and
parliaments.

"Besides, the perpetrators ?must
admit their crimes or even apologise
for them," Khalil added.

"But it is clear that the arrogant
Erdogan regime will never admit that
this massacre [took place] because he
believes himself to be a new Ottoman
sultan," said Khalil.

Khalil added that Egypt had close
relations with both the Armenian people
and the Turkish people.

"Egypt has always been a shelter
for the Armenians since the 1915 mas-
sacre," said Khalil, arguing that "out of
its political responsibility, Egypt’s par-
liament must move to recognise the
[genocide] against Armenians."

Khalil concluded by saying that
"this should not be taken as a hostile

move by the Egyptian parliament
against Turkey, but should be seen as
a move that comes out of purely hu-
manist considerations."

Relations between Turkey and
Egypt have been strained since the 2013
ouster of Egypt’s Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi, a member of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood group and a close ally of
Erdogan's AKP government. Erdogan
hasrepeatedly slammed Morsi's removal
as an "unacceptable coup."

Cairo has repeatedly accused
Ankara of "interference" in its domes-
tic affairs and supporting Islamist mili-
tants who carry out terrorist attacks in
Egypt.

Turkey provides a safe haven for
leading members of the Muslim Broth-
erhood, which has been banned in
Egypt. Ankara also allows TV stations
run by sympathizers of the Brother-
hood who criticize the government of
President Abdel-Fattah El-Sisi to broad-
cast out of Turkey.
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