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VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE

1621 Canada Blvd., Glendale, CA, 91206 Starting at 11:00 am

ARMENIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY
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FESTIVALC

By TED & NORA KOROGHLIAN
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James Warlick:

Armenia and Azerbaijan Lack Political Will
to Resolve Karabakh Conflict

MOSCOW  -- [reee
There are conditions for
the settlement of the
Karabakh conflict, but
what we lack is the po-
litical will of the Presi-
dents of Armenia and
Azerbaijan, US Co-Chair
of the OSCE Minsk ol WU
Group James Warlick
said in a an interview
with Interfax.

He said the
Karabakh settlement is
the “sphere where the
United States, Russia and France have
complete understanding.”

The diplomat said “the ceasefire
has been more or less maintained after
the four-day war in April and this
creates an atmosphere conducive to
achieving progress in the negotiations.”

“We would like to hold another
meeting between the Presidents of
Armenia and Azerbaijan. We would
like to continue to work on the propos-
als to find points of rapprochement
and reach a final solution to the con-
flict that has been continuing for 20
years now,” Warlick said.

He said there is no clarity with

’ /menia

respect to the time and place of the
possible meeting of the Presidents.
“As Co-Chairs we’ll meet with the
Foreign Ministers to lay the basis
for the next summit. We hope to see
both Presidents in New York in a
fortnight on the sidelines of the UN
General Assembly session to dis-
cuss the next steps. We hope the
Presidents will meet there,” James
Warlick said.

Concerning the US’s selling
weapons to Armenia and Azerbaijan,
Warlick said they do not arm any side.
“We provide defensive weapons in
limited quantities to both sides.

“The Promsie” Film Premiere Held at
Toronto International Film Festival

T HSE

PROMISF

TORONTO -- The premier of the
film “The Promise” about the Arme-
nian Genocide was held within the
framework of Toronto International
Film Festival, “Armenpress” reports
citing ET Canada Facebook page. The
film stars Christian Bale, Oscar Isaac,
Charlotte Le Bon participated in the
film premiere. Christian Bale’s wife
Sibi Blazic also took part in the film
premiere.

American-Armenian entrepre-
neur, billioner Kirk Kerkorian paid the
film shooting costs, and it became
known on the day of his death. “Sur-
vival Pictures” company is shooting
the film. The organizers of the festival
said the film will be screened on Sep-
tember 11 as one of the most awaited

films during the weekend of the festi-
val. Film creator is Terry George,
“Hotel Rwanda” movie director.
Michael lives in a small Arme-
nian village and he promises himself
to rich village women to get 400 gold
coins as dowry. This allows him to
travel to Istanbul to become a medical
student where he befriend a son of a
powerful general. Christopher (Chris-
tian Bale) is a reporter for the Associ-
ated Press and he bring along Ana, a
Armenian women who was raised in
Paris. Michael falls in love with Ana.
When the Turkish joined the Germans
in the First World War and crudely
killed minorities living in the Ottoman
Empire, despite the existing conflict,
everyone must find a way to be saved.

Karen Karapetian Formally Appointed
Prime Minister

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian formally appointed
Karen Karapetian, a business execu-
tive and former Yerevan mayor, as
Armenia’s prime minister on Tuesday.

Sarkisian announced Karapetian’s
impending appointment at a Septem-
ber 8 meeting of the governing board
of his Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK). The board met hours after
Prime Minister Hovik Abrahamian’s
widely anticipated resignation.

All members of Abrahamian’s
cabinet also tendered their resigna-
tions. But they will continue to per-
form their duties until Karapetian forms
a new government in the next one or
two weeks.

The new premier has still not
made any public statements on his
policy priorities or the composition of
his cabinet. With the HHK holding a
solid majority in the National Assem-
bly, he will almost certainly receive a
parliamentary vote of confidence.

The main official rationale for the
government reshuffle is to speed up
economic reforms. Sarkisian said at
the HHK meeting that Karapetian has
agreedto “lead a great wave of changes”
that will address popular disaffection
with the socioeconomic situation in
the country. The president singled out
the need to significantly improve the
domestic business environment.

HHK spokesman Eduard Shar-
mazanov insisted on Tuesday that the
new government will embark on such
reforms. “The success of Karen
Karapetian’s cabinet would mean a suc-
cess for Armenia,” he said.

Media reports have listed For-
eign Minister Edward Nalbandian and
Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian
among cabinet members that will lose
their posts. Nalbandian will reportedly
be replaced by Vigen Sargsian, the
chief of the presidential staff. Sargsian
refused to comment on the speculation
on Tuesday.

Citing anunnamed Armenian gov-
ernment source, the Interfax news
agency reported at the weekend that
Ohanian will become secretary general
of the Russian-led Collective Security
Treaty Organization. An Armenian
Defense Ministry spokesman refused
to confirm or deny that.

Karapetian, 53, has mainly lived
in Russia for the past six years, holding
senior executive positions in Russian
subsidiaries of the Gazprom gas giant.
He had managed Armenia’s Gazprom-
controlled gas distribution network
before serving as mayor of Yerevan
from 2010-2011

Overwhelming Response to Nominations for
2017 Aurora Prize for Awakening Humanity

AURORA PRIZE

FOR AWAKENING HUMANITY

YEREVAN — The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative has announced that
nominations for the 2017 Aurora Prize
for Awakening Humanity have now
closed.

This year’s nominations process
— which spanned June 1 through Sep-
tember 9, 2016 — garnered 558 sub-
missions for 254 unique candidates.
Entries were received in 13 languages

from 66 countries, most nominations
were submitted by people from Arme-
nia, the United States, Russia, Ger-
many, Egypt, Pakistan, Nigeria,
France, Nepal, Kenia, India, Philip-
pines and the Great Britain.

Now in its second year, the Au-
rora Prize saw almost three times as

Continued on page4
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Turkey Allows German MPs to Visit
Incirlik Air Base

BERLIN -- Turkey has agreed to
allow German lawmakers to visit sol-
diers stationed at Incirlik Air Base in
Turkey in October, signaling some
progress in easing strains between the
two NATO allies, Germany's Foreign
Minister said on Thursday.

Turkey had banned German law-
makers from visiting the base in re-
sponse to a parliamentary resolution
declaring the 1915 massacre of Arme-
nians by Ottoman forces a Genocide.

"I welcome the fact the Turkish
government has now approved the
plans for a visit by the defense com-
mittee of the German parliament” to
the Incirlik base in Turkey, said Ger-
man Foreign Minister Frank-Walter
Steinmeier.

"With this decision by the Turk-
ish government, we have taken a step
forward," he said after months of dis-
cord since the German parliament in
June angered Turkey by labeling the
Ottomans' World War I-era killing of

Armenians a "genocide".

The lawmakers will be able to
visit Incirlik from October 4-6, the
Bundestag said in a statement.

Steinmeier added that "an armed
force mandated by parliament must be
able to be visited by its lawmakers".

Germany has some 200 troops
stationed at the base in southern Tur-
key, from where it flies Tornado sur-
veillance missions over Syria and refu-
elling flights as part of multinational
efforts to fight the Islamic State group.

Germany last week stressed that
the Armenia resolution was a political
statement and not legally binding, in
what was widely read as an attempt to
soothe Turkey's anger.

Turkey's Foreign Minister Mevlut
Cavusoglu had signalled Wednesday
Ankara was ready to calm the bitter
dispute between the EU's top economy
and its NATO ally, but warned against
treating Turkey as a "second-class
country".

Azerbaijan to Blacklist Belgian MPs for
Visiting Karabakh

BAKU -- The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Azerbaijan plans to include
Belgian lawmakers on its “blacklist”
for visiting Karabakh republic last
week. The Ministry spokesperson
Hikmat Hajiyev told reporters on Tues-
day.

The Belgian parliamentarians del-
egation was lead by Els Van Hoof, head
ofthe Belgium-Armenia parliamentary
friendship group, and Georges
Dallemagne, member of the Chamber
of Representatives.

Haciyev said that, the Embassy
of Azerbaijan in Belgium has raised the
issue of the visit before the Belgian
parliament’s Chamber of Representa-
tives, the Flemish Christian Demo-
cratic Party, and the country’s For-
eign Ministry, protesting the visit call-

ing it unauthorized act.

“The Belgian Chamber of Repre-
sentatives said the visit has nothing to
do with the organization’s activities
and that there is no mention in the
Chamber’s working schedule of any
visit to Armenia or any other place.
The secretariat of the Flemish Chris-
tian Democratic Party said they were
unaware of this visit and that it was an
individual visit,” Hajiyev said.

He added that the aforementioned
persons will be added to the list of
“undesirable persons” ofthe Azerbaijani
Foreign Ministry after verification.

This “blacklist,” which steadily
grows, comprises all foreigners that
have visited Nagorno-Karabakh repub-
lic. It includes numerous politicians,
lawmakers, and cultural figures.

Taiwan Protests Over Armenia
Deportations to China

TATPEI -- Taiwan protested
Wednesday after Armenia deported 78
Taiwanese fraud suspects to China,
the latest such deportation to spark a
dispute with Beijing.

According to Taiwanese authori-
ties and media, the Armenian police
confiscated the suspects’ passports,
computers and mobile phones and
banned them from leaving Armenia on

August 26. It is not clear whether the
Taiwanese visited Armenia on busi-
ness or as tourists and what type of
fraud they were suspected of.

The Armenian authorities have
not yet confirmed the police raid or the
reported deportations. A police spokes-
person told the Arminfo news agency
last week that the police “have no
information” about the incident.
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Armenia and USA to Combat Against
Nuclear Smuggling

YEREVAN--On
September 9, U.S.
Ambassador to Arme-
nia Richard Mills and
Armenia’s Deputy For-
eign Minister Ashot
Hovakimyan signed a
supplemental agree- [§
ment to the 2008 U.S.- |
Armenia Joint Action
Plan on Combating
Smuggling of Nuclear
and Radioactive Mate-
rials. The supplement
helps improve U.S.-
Armenian efforts to
combat nuclear smug-
gling by establishing a
mechanism for the two governments
to engage more closely on nuclear
forensics for use in investigations into
such trafficking.

According to Armenian MFA, the
amendment is aimed on development
and expansion of Armenian-American
cooperation in the sphere of fight
against nuclear smuggling.

The Joint Action Plan between
Armenia and the United States was
signed on July 14, 2008, by then US
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice
and Armenian Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian.

This political agreement ex-
presses the intention of the two gov-

ernments to cooperate in increasing
the capabilities of the Republic of Ar-
menia to prevent, detect, and respond
effectively to attempts to smuggle
nuclear or radioactive materials. It
specifies twenty-eight agreed steps that
the two governments intend to be taken
for this purpose.

The two governments also agreed
that they were to proceed along parallel
paths in implementing this action plan
with the United States and Armenia en-
hancing their collaborative efforts to
combat the threat that nuclear or highly
radioactive materials could be acquired
by terrorists or others who would use
them to harm both countries.

Armenia’s Exports of Polished Diamonds in
the First Half of 2016 More than Doubled

YEREVAN (Arka) -- Armenia’s
exports of polished diamonds in the
first half of 2016 more than doubled
from the year ago to 69,500 carats,
according to the official data of the
Customs Service.

According to statistics, the cus-
toms value of exported diamonds
amounted to $45 million, up from
$29.7 million in the first six months
of 2015.

The bulk of polished diamonds-
about 72.1%- was exported to Bel-
gium, the Russian Federation and the
UAE. Exports to Russia and the UAE
are said to have increased, while ex-
ports to Belgium have declined.

More exactly, exports of pol-
ished diamonds to Russia grew to
38,800 carats during the first six
months of 2016 (worth $9.9 million)
from 3,000 carats (worth $1.6 million)
ayear ago. Exports to the UAE grew to
2,300 carats ($6.9 million) from 1,600
carats ($727,400).

Exports of Armenian polished
diamonds to Belgium decreased from
9,900 carats ($15.6 million) to 9,500
carats ($15.8 million).

According to the National Statis-
tical Service, Armenia’s overall ex-
ports in the first six months of 2016
surged by 16.7% year-on-year to $815
million. ($ 1 - 474.26 drams).

The AFP news agency reported
that Taiwan’s Foreign Ministry pro-
tested at the Armenian government's
actions and vowed to report the inci-
dent to international human rights or-
ganizations.

“Due process is lacking in the
investigation of the case... the Arme-
nia government has seriously violated
human rights and international legal
principles and precedents,” the minis-
try said in a statement.

According to Taiwannnews.com,
Yerevan refused to issue visas to offi-
cials from a Taiwanese diplomatic
mission in Moscow when they at-
tempted to visit Armenia and discuss
the plight of the 78 Taiwanese citizens
last week.

Taiwan's Mainland Affairs Coun-
cil (MAC), its top China policy-making
body, said it immediately lodged a
protest with Beijing after being notified
of the deportation.

"We have repeatedly demanded
the Chinese side not to deport our people
to mainland China. The Chinese side's
action again disregarded our call ... and
further hurt the feelings of Taiwanese
people," it said in a statement.

The MAC said it would continue
negotiating with China to secure the
suspects' return to Taiwan to face trial.

Armenia's actions are the latestin
a series of deportations of Taiwanese
to China, with Taipei accusing Beijing
of "abducting" citizens from countries
that do not recognise the Taiwanese
government.

Analysts see the deportation cases
as a Chinese bid to pressure Taiwan's
new Beijing-sceptic leader Tsai Ing-
wen, who took office in May.

But Beijing insists that Taiwan-
ese fraud suspects should be sent to
China to face trial because their tele-
phone fraud crimes largely target main-
land Chinese.
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Lecture - “On the Trail of My Musa Dagh
Ancestry” by Dr. Vahram Sehmmassian

FRESNO -- Dr. Vahram
Shemmassian, Director of the Arme-
nian Studies Program at California State
University, Northridge, will give a pre-
sentation on “On the Trail of My Musa
Dagh Ancestry ” at 7:30PM on Friday,
September 30, in the University Busi-
ness Center, Alice Peters Auditorium,
Room 191, on the Fresno State cam-
pus.

The presentation is part of the
Fall Lecture Series of the Armenian
Studies Program, with financial sup-
port from the Leon S. Peters Founda-
tion.

This presentation recounts Dr.
Shemmassian’s rendezvous with the
history of Armenian Musa Dagh, his
ancestors’ birthplace. The odyssey
began during the early stages of the
civil war in Lebanon (1975-1990),
when life seemed to stand still and
required re-ignition. Idle wanderings
in Anjar, Lebanon, where his family
had taken refuge, came to an end with
the discovery of the umbilical cord tied
to the missing Homeland and its people.

The young graduate student em-
barked on his mission cautiously but
surely, navigating through uncharted
archival domains, reviewing numer-
ous periodicals and newspapers, inter-
viewing and corresponding with na-
tives, visiting homes across continents
in search of family papers, soliciting
vintage photographs, and in the pro-
cess making friends and finding him-
self in anecdotal situations. All of this
resulted in a doctoral dissertation, ar-
ticles in scholarly journals, conference
talks, Power-Point presentations, ex-
hibits, interviews, and so on. It also led
to the publication of a new book: The
Musa Dagh Armenians: A Socioeco-
nomic and Cultural History, 1919-1939.

Dr. Vahram Shemmassian is the
director of the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram in the Department of Modern and
Classical Languages and Literatures at
California State University, Northridge.
He holds a Ph.D. in History from the
University of California, Los Angeles
(UCLA) and has conducted extensive

research in some forty archives in the
United States, Europe, the Middle East,
and Armenia, gathering data on such
areas of interest as the Armenians of
Musa Dagh and Armenian Genocide
survivors in the Middle East at the end
of World War 1.

Dr. Shemmassian’s latest articles
are “Humanitarian Intervention by the
Armenian Prelacy of Aleppo during the
First Months of the Genocide,” Jour-
nal of the Society for Armenian Stud-
ies (2013), and “The Economy of Ar-
menian Musa Dagh in the 19th and
Early 20th Century,” Haigazian
Armenological Review (2014). In the
summer of 2010 the Ministry of
Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
awarded Dr. Shemmassian the “Will-
iam Saroyan Medal” for his contribu-
tions to the promotion and preserva-
tion of Armenian culture in the
Diaspora.

Copies of his new book, The
Musa Dagh Armenians: A Socioeco-
nomic and Cultural History, 1919-1939,
will be on sale after the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Fresno State Lots P5 and P6, near the
University Business Center, Fresno
State. No parking permits are required
for the lecture.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

Judith Lynn Stillman Raises
Genocide Awareness in Award-Winning
Film and Music Video

RHODE ISLAND COLLEGE --
“When the Music Stopped,” the latest
work by internationally renowned com-
poser/pianist and RIC Artist-in-Resi-
dence Judith Lynn Stillman, recently
won Best Music Video at the Canadian
Diversity Film Festival.

Music, book and lyrics were cre-

ated by Stillman in 2015 in remem-
brance of the 100th anniversary of the
1915 Armenian genocide. Some histo-
rians have described this tragedy as
the forgotten Holocaust that inspired
Hitler.

Based on Armenian poetry trans-
lated by Diana Der-Hovanessian,
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Musa Dagh-Dort Yol-Kessab
Volume Released

LOS ANGELES -- The fourteenth
volume in the UCLA conference series
Historic Armenian Cities and Prov-
inces was released by Mazda Publish-
ers in September 2016 under the title
of Armenian Communities of the North-
eastern Mediterranean: Musa Dagh—
Dort Yol—Kessab. The UCLA confer-
ence series was organized by Profes-
sor Richard Hovannisian, past holder
of the Armenian Educational Founda-
tion Chair in Modern Armenian History
at UCLA and currently Adjunct Pro-
fessor of History at the University of
Southern California to serve with the
Shoah Foundation on Armenian survi-
vor testimonies. Hovannisian has served
as the editor of all volumes in the
series, having the collaboration of Pro-
fessor Simon Payaslian as co-editor of
two volumes.

The current volume includes 3
chapters on the Northeastern Mediter-
ranean communities in general, includ-
ing Alexandretta, Antioch, Beylan, the
Ruyj Valley, and the fraudulent transfer
of the Sanjak of Alexandretta to Tur-
keyin 1939, 5 chapters on Musa Dagh,
2 chapters on Dort Yol (Chork-
Marzban), and 4 chapters on Kessab,
including a final chapter on the three-
month occupation of the district by the
al-Nusra front in 2014.

The UCLA conference series was
begun by Professor Hovannisian in
1999 and continued with semi-annual
conferences for more than a decade.
In addition to the fourteen conferences
on the one-time vibrant Armenian lands
and communities of the Ottoman Em-
pire, four conferences have been orga-
nized on the communities of Jerusa-
lem, New Julfa, Iran in general, and
the Indian Ocean. Steps have been
initiated to publish the proceedings of
these later conferences under separate
auspices.

The fourteen volumes in the

Edited by
Richard G. HoVannisian

UCLA conference series appearing
under the imprint of Mazda Publishers
(website: mazdapublishers.com) are
as follows:

- Armenian Van/Vaspurakan

- Armenian Baghesh/Bitlis

- Armenian Tsopk/Kharpert

- Armenian Karin/Erzerum

- Armenian Sebastaia/Sivas

- Armenian Tigranakert/Diarbekir
and Edessa/Urfa

- Armenian Cilicia

- Armenian Pontus—Trebizond
and the Black Sea Communities

- Armenian Constantinople

- Armenian Smyrna/lzmir

- Armenian Kars and Ani

- Armenian Kesaria/Kayseri

- Armenian Communities of Asia
Minor

- Armenian Communities of the
Northeastern Mediterranean

Copies of titles still in print may
be purchased from the publisher or
from Armenian bookstores (Abril,
Sardarabad, NAASR, Armenian
Prelacy, New York, and from
Amazon.com).

Stillman scored the composition for
narrator, soprano, baritone, duduk,
percussion, piano and chamber choir.
The work had its world premiere at
RIC last year in a multimedia produc-
tion titled “Armenia 100.” The subse-
quent music video features live perfor-
mances from that premiere.

Performing artists are soprano
Aline Kutan, TV actor Armen Garo,
baritone Vagharshak Ohanyan, a cham-
ber choir featuring many RIC alums
and faculty, and Stillman on piano.
Trinity Repertory Company Artistic
Director Curt Columbus provided stage
direction, RIC Professor of Music Alan
Pickart was design consultant and art-
work was created by Armenian painter
Mher Khachatryan.

Stillman explained that her
overarching mission is “to honor those
who perished, to celebrate the resil-
ience of Armenian culture despite
atrocities perpetrated and to further
genocide education.”

“As artists, I believe that we are
obliged to assist in transforming the

perception of genocide from historic
and analytical to visceral and emotional,”
said Stillman. “The hope is that by re-
flecting on this tragedy through artistic
evocation we will carry the powerful
message to remember, and never repeat,
the tragic mistakes of the past.”

Earlier this year, “Eva, Ruda, Léo
et Moi,” a film for which Stillman
composed the score and performed as
pianist, won in the documentary cat-
egory at the Near Nazareth Festival in
Afula, Israel.

This film explores the true story
of love and survival of a young Jewish
couple at the beginning of the German
occupation of Czechoslovakia. Man-
aging to stay alive through four con-
centration camps, the couple is re-
united upon liberation and builds anew
life together.

“Eva, Ruda, Léo et Moi’ has been
shown in more than 40 countries, and
the Near Nazareth Festival recognized
the documentary for “cooperation and
strengthening friendship and under-
standing between nations.”
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AGBU Announces Debut of the International
Musical Collaboration HOKIS

NEW YORK -- The Armenian
General Benevolent Union (AGBU) has
announced the world debut of HOKIS,
a musical spectacular that fuses tradi-
tional Armenian performance art with
Cirque de Soleil-style acrobatics, origi-
nal compositions, modern dance inter-
pretation and technology in a way that
has never before been seen. Premier-
ing on Friday, October 28 at 8:00 pm
at the renowned New York City Cen-
ter, the performance will showcase
the talents of over 70 young dancers
and acrobats along with technology
students and promises to be an en-
thralling evening unlike any other.

HOKIS features the awe-inspir-
ing talents of young artists between
the ages of eight and thirty who par-
ticipate in two of AGBU's partner pro-
grams in Armenia: the AGBU Nork
Children's Center and the TUMO Cen-
ter for Creative Technologies. At the
cutting edge of the digital and per-
forming arts, they will push the limits
of what is conventionally understood
as Armenian art by injecting innova-
tion into their performance. "HOKIS is
areconceptualization of the Armenian
journey through the eyes of today's
Armenian. The stage will come alive
with performers inspired by Armenian
traditions, but who are revolutionizing
them at the same time. Visual DJs will
share the stage with modern dancers
reinterpreting well-worn Armenian
dances all while entirely original musi-
cal compositions resound throughout
the hall. This will be the first time these
two groups will be performing to-
gether and AGBU is thrilled to be part
of this historic moment," said AGBU
Central Board member Ani Manoukian.

Established in partnership with
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin in
1993, the AGBU Children's Centers in
Arapkir, Malatya and Nork give nearly
2,000 students each year an accessible
place to learn, discover and enhance
their artistic and athletic talents in a
safe and nurturing environment. With
classrooms throughout Armenia over-
crowded and understaffed, the arts are
often underrepresented in the daily
curriculum. The three AGBU Children's
Centers offer a haven for those seek-
ing creative and physical expression
through arts, ceramics and gymnas-
tics classes, among many others. Many
of the centers' young artists perform
with the award-winning Performing
Arts Troupe in Yerevan as well as in
Brazil, Canada, France, Georgia, Po-
land, Russia, Uruguay and the United
States.

The TUMO Center for Creative
Technologies-filled with equally tal-
ented youth-is anewer AGBU partner-
ship. TUMO, founded in 2012,
partnered with AGBU in 2014 to ex-
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pand its reach from Yerevan to
Stepanakert and Gyumri. A hub for
animation, game development, web
development and digital media, TUMO
gives students the resources to achieve
their full creative potentials. "Our part-
nership with AGBU is very important
to us because we can accomplish such
great things together in the service of
young people. This performance is a
beautiful example of how our beliefs
about the importance of creativity in
the modern world complement each
other. What we are doing together is
much more powerful than what each
of us could have achieved on our
own," said Marie Lou Papazian, the
director of TUMO.

HOKIS represents the realization
of'this potential and is the brainchild of
its artistic director, French Armenian
filmmaker and producer Patrick
Malakian. His wonder at the abilities of
the AGBU Nork Children's Center per-
formers led him to bring them to
Marseille last November for a sold-out
performance entitled Eternels. HOKIS
builds substantially on Eternels, all
whileretaining the same goal: "I wanted
to put on an Armenian performance,
that wasn't about genocide. With
HOKIS, we are striving to give proof
of life within the Armenian community
and the best proof of life we have is our
children. These young artists are re-
markable and it is time to shine a
spotlight on their exceptional talent. It
is time for their New York debut to
showcase their undeniable abilities to
an audience of Armenians and non-
Armenians alike," said Malakian.

Tickets for HOKIS are now on
sale and premium VIP seating is avail-
able for donors sponsoring the perfor-
mance in amounts of $5,000 or more.
If you are interested in sponsoring this
extraordinary performance, please
contact the AGBU Director of Devel-
opment and Outreach, Karen Papazian
atkpapazian@agbu.organd (212)319-
6383. To purchase tickets to HOKIS,
please visit http://agbu.org/110/hokis.

Overwhelming Response

Continued from page 1

many nominations as last year, when
186 nominations were submitted for
113 candidates in six languages and
from 27 countries.

“We are gratified to see so many
deserving nominations from all cor-
ners of the world,” said Noubar Afeyan,

Co-Founder of the Aurora Humanitar-
ian Initiative and the Aurora Prize. “In
only its second year, the vision that
gave birth to the Aurora Prize is rein-
forced — that humanity can and should
highlight and honor those who risk
their own lives to save others. Itis only
because there are such people that
Armenians, including my family, sur-
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SARF Continues Mission of Helping Syrian-Armenians
Raffi Kendirjian Appointed New Chairman

GLENDALE -- The Syrian Arme-
nian Relief Fund (SARF) continues its
mission to heed to the humanitarian
needs of the Syrian-Armenian commu-
nity. The situation throughout Syria re-
mains very perilous, especially in Aleppo
where aresilient, but dwindling commu-
nity struggles with maintaining normalcy
in their day-to-day lives.

On Aug. 23, outgoing SARF
chairman, John Titizian, presided over
his last committee meeting, complet-
ing his two year service to the organi-
zation. He led a committee comprised
of representatives of ten community
organizations and churches. Together
they raised and transferred to Syria
and to Syrian Refugees in Armenia
more than $1.4 million for use in hu-
manitarian relief.

Raffi Kendirjian has been ap-
pointed Chairman of SARF for the
upcoming two-year period. Mr.
Kendirjian had severed in the capacity
as Vice Chairman of the organization
for the past two years. Sona Madarian
and Meher Der Ohanessian continue
their roles as secretary and treasurer
respectfully.

On September 7, 2016, a recep-
tion in honor of John Titizian was held
at Phoenicia Restaurant, with the par-
ticipation of approximately 30 execu-
tive and supporting committee mem-
bers, as well representative of com-
munity organizations and churches. On
behalf of the SARF Executive Commit-
tee, Raffi Kendirjian, incoming Chair-
man, and Meher Der Ohanessian, Trea-
surer, presented Titizian with a plaque in
appreciation of his efforts. Sona
Madarian, Secretary,and Nora Bezdikian,
Chairlady of the Women's Auxiliary,
presented Titizian witha memento. Many
of those present reflected on Titizian's
outstanding service and professionalism
while servingas SARF Chairman and his
efforts to broaden the scope of support
inside Syria as well as for refugees in
Armenia.

Under the leadership of Titizian, a
series of lectures, cultural performances,
concerts, a movie showing, and most
importantly a successful telethon kept
the plight of the Syrian-Armenian com-
munity alive and on the minds of Arme-
nian-Americans throughout the nation.

Inside Syria, SARF, though its
local counter-party, "SHDAB", Syr-
ian-Armenian Emergency Relief and
Reconstruction Organization, provides

assistance to help support our Syrian
Armenian community's essential needs
including water, food, shelter, health,
and education.

Besides raising essential funds to
benefit the needs of the communities
throughout Syria and notably the Ar-
menian community in Aleppo, SARF
also partnered with US based non-
profits such as the Ani and Narod
Foundation and international agencies
such as OXFAM and UNHCR to pro-
vide rental subsidy to Syrian-Arme-
nians fleeing the war and residing in
Armenia.

The Syrian Armenian Relief Fund
(SARF) was founded in 2012 as a
collaborative effort of the major Arme-
nian organizations in the United States.
Its purpose is to provide aid and assis-
tance to Armenians in Syria - primarily
in Aleppo - who are victims of the
raging Syrian civil war.

The following churches, chari-
ties, and organizations came together
to form the Syrian Armenian Relief
Fundin August2012: Armenian Catho-
lic Eparchy in North America; Arme-
nian Evangelical Union of North
America; Western Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church; Western Prelacy of
the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America; Armenian General Benevo-
lent Union; Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America; Armenian Relief
Society of Western USA; Armenian
Democratic Liberal Party; Armenian
Revolutionary Federation Western
USA; and Social Democrat Hunchakian
Party Western USA.

We urge members of our com-
munity in the United States to continue
their much needed support to their
brothers and sisters in Syria by send-
ing their donations to SARF.

vived during the Genocide, and it is to
express our gratitude as human be-
ings, that we wish to share this Prize
with those who look in the face of
danger, and do the right thing.”

The nominations will now be re-
viewed by a group of knowledgeable
and practiced professionals, who will
prepare a short list based on demon-
strated courage, commitment and im-
pact. The top 20 will then be given to
the Selection Committee, which is
currently chaired by actor and philan-
thropist George Clooney and includes
Nobel Laureates Oscar Arias, Shirin
Ebadi and Leymah Gbowee; former
UN High Commissioner for Human
Rights and former President of Ire-
land, Mary Robinson; President Emeri-
tus of the International Crisis Group

and Former Foreign Minister of Aus-
tralia, Gareth Evans; President of the
Carnegie Corporation of New York,
Vartan Gregorian; and former UN Spe-
cial Representative of the Secretary-
General on Human Rights Defenders,
HinaJilani.

“Following the first year’s im-
pressive turnout, this year’s high num-
ber of nominations is very promising,”
said Vartan Gregorian, Co-Founder and
Selection Committee member for the
Prize. “We look forward to advancing
the mission of the Aurora Prize as we
continue to share with the world such
inspiring stories as that of the 2016
laureate, Marguerite Barankitse.”

The Aurora Prize will be awarded
annually on April 24 in Yerevan, Arme-
nia.
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17th Annual telethon will be
broadcasted live from Charter
Spectrum’s AABC (384), High
Vision (381), ITN (383), USArmenia
(386), and Best TV. (387)

ARMENIAN AMERICAN ORPHANS CHRISTMAS FUND, INC.

«Pw?2 Lwywp» fwlnkul o ffnacumnmudwdp bEpupugbnod ¢

17-nn wdkwyh BGLGMEANUL

P LTMUUS UNRPE DUARLTAP RPULURPUUR, RUSUUSULP TLNIU2NREY
Gh RUGUULALY GPGUULEPD UULLUSLEND JGPULNPNSNhBEUL

Uhpwyh, Ukwwnkdpkp 25, 2016, dwdp 3-12:00

ARMENIAN AMERICAN ORPHANS CHRISTMAS FUND, INC.
and “KACH NAZAR” Magazine and TV Show

17th ANNIVERSARY
TELETHON

oN Sunpay, SEPTEMBER 25, 2016

FOR DISABLED CHILDREN AND FOR
THE RESTORATION OF CHILDREN'S HOMES

Ulp Uguquib, dbp Ukpmimh

ARMENIA'S NEXT GENERATION

Please mail your check to (A.A.0.C. FUND,) P.0.BOX 250038, GLENDALE, CA 91225
or to 626 West Colorado Street, Glendale, CA 91204 USA Tel: 818-246-2070

E-mail-forourkids99@gmail.com  «

Presents

5w

T

OBLIGED TO HELP

Tel: 818-24G-0125 + §18-239-6880., 818-292-9619
www.Iorourkids89.com
Non-Pyufit Organization. & Tax Exempt 501 (5) 3 Charity.
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OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA

Jur2nr gpuusueuuuen

1060 North Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104
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(626) 398-0506
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INDEPENDENCE DAY FESTIVAL
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) By TED & NORA KOROGHLIAN
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Hagop Alajajian Chiropractic Corp

815 E Colorado St Ste 250
Glendale, CA 91205

and
Medical Supply

Glendale West Pharmacy

freat Tasting Natural & Orgasic Foods

GEORGIA & SOFIA ENTERPRISES Inc.
13027 Aetna St.
Van Nuys CA 91401
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Harma Maghakian
Residential Design

N

MEN's SUIT

DUTLET

SALON DIORO

WESTFIELD FASHION SQUARE,
14006 RIVERSIDE DR,
SHERMAN OAKS, CA 91423

VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE

Manufacturing,inc.

SEnwdwjutgkp ‘Unp Utpniun Uwynipuhtt Uhnypbwl

1621 Canada Blvd., Glendale, CA, 91206

Starting at 11:00 am
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Live Music urnhtUSh aNrsGrnh
Dancing bt ShMrRGMNR JUAUNR
Art Work Exibition ®NRCGINN PUGE
Kids Games KUUURNIU &Uucer

Armenian Food To reserve your vendor booth

please call Nor Serount Cultural Association
2tp Ypyuwlubpp wywhnybine hwdwnp

(818) 391-7938




