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AGBU ASBEDS PRESENT | AN EVENING WITH A SCHOLAR/AMBASSADOR

AMERICAN & RUSSIAN POINTS OF VIEW

SKIRBALL CULTURAL CENTER
November 18,2016, 8:00pm | Free Admission

Honorable Ambassador John M. Evans
Former US Ambassador to Republic of Armenia

Prof. Sergey Markedonov
University of Moscow Department of Humanities
Center for Strategic and International Studies

Moderator
Kurken Berksanlar
Past AGBU Asbeds Chairman 2008-2012

For information contact AGBU Asbeds 626-794-7942 | asbeds@agbuca.org
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Donald Trump Elected 45th President

of United States
Armenia Sends Congratulatory Message

WASHINGTON, DC -- Donald
Trump will become the 45th US presi-
dent after a stunning victory over
Democrat Hillary Clinton, the Associ-
ated Press news agency reports.

The Republican nominee’s pro-
jected victory came down to a handful
of key swing states, despite months of
polling that favored Mrs Clinton.
Donald Trump’s projected victory in
Wisconsin put him over the 270 out of
538 electoral college votes needed to
win the White House.

The US president-elect took to
the stage at his victory rally in New
York and said: “I just received a call
from Secretary Clinton. She congratu-
lated us on our victory.”

“Hillary has worked very hard
and very hard over a very long period
oftime and we owe her a major debt of
gratitude for her service to this coun-
try,” Mr Trump said. “Now it is time
for America to bind the wounds of
division.”

“It is time for us to come to-
gether as one united people.”

“I pledge to every citizen of our
land that I will be president for every

American. And that is very important
to me,” said Mr Trump.

President Serzh Sarkisian
Congratulates Donald Trump

President Serzh Sarkisian on
Wednesday congratulated Donald
Trump on his victory in the U.S. presi-
dential election, expressing confidence
that U.S.-Armenianrelations “will con-
tinue to develop dynamically” during
his tenure.

Continued onpage3

Nalbandian Condemns Baku' Provocation
Ahead of Hamburg Meeting

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Foreign
Ministers Edward Nalbandian has ac-
cused Azerbaijan of impeding progress
in the peace talks by making
“maximalist statements” on the
Karabakh settlement and refusing to
take confidence-building measures that
were agreed by the Armenian and
Azerbaijani presidents at their last two
meetings held in May and June.

Nalbandian also pointed to large-
scale military exercises launched by
Azerbaijan this week. He portrayed
them as further proof that Baku is
“again escalating the situation” on the
Karabakh frontlines.

The Foreign Minister said he will
meet with the OSCE Minsk Group Co-
Chairs on the sidelines of the OSCE
Ministerial Council session in Ham-
burg December 8-9, but did not con-
firm the meeting with Azeri Foreign
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov.

“Of course, we are ready to par-
ticipate in meetings, but everything
will depend on the developments be-
fore Hamburg, because, as a rule,
Azerbaijan aggravates the situation in
the conflict zone before meetings, and
has now declared about large-scale
military actions that will involve the

whole potential of the Armed Forces —
60 thousand troops, tanks, missiles,
aviation, etc. This is an obvious viola-
tion of the Vienna document,” Minister
Nalbandian said.

“Baku has been refusing to call
the agreements reached at the Vienna
and St. Petersburg summits to life.
Moreover, it has been doing the utmost
to prevent their implementation. Those
who had doubts that Azerbaijan can
resort to an abrupt aggravation of the
situation, got clear proofs in early
April, when Azerbaijan unleashed large-
scale military actions,” Minister
Nalabndian said.

Raffi Hovannisian in Istanbul: Crackdown
on Civil Liberties Trigger Flashbacks to 1915

ISTANBUL -- On November 6,
Heritage Party Chairman Raffi K.
Hovannisian attended and addressed a
special conference on Migration and
Refugees organized by the Interna-
tional Conference of Asian Political
Parties (ICAPP).

The meeting, which brought to-
gether 40 political parties from more
than 25 countries, was co-sponsored
by the ruling Justice and Development
(AK) Party of Turkey.

Following inflammatory interven-
tions by Azerbaijani and Turkish del-
egates, Raffi Hovannisian took the floor
to present an Armenian perspective on
historical and current developments in
the region. He referred in particular to
the unacceptability of the recent arrest

of opposition MPs in Turkey and the
crackdown on civil liberties which
triggered flashbacks to 1915; the real-
ity and legacy of the Armenian Geno-
cide and Great National Dispossession
of the Armenian and other peoples
(Assyrians, Greeks, Kurds, Yezidis,
and Alevis) as an unprecedented wa-
tershed in refugee creation; the Turk-
ish official policy of denial and the
untold story of thousands of righteous
Turks who saved Armenian lives.

He underscored the tendency of
states like Turkey and Azerbaijan to
launch military activities in neighbor-
ing countries and then be compelled to
manage refugee crises, seeking inter-

Continued onpage3

Armenia, US Discuss Defense Cooperation

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian received today
US Deputy Assistant Secretary of De-
fense Michael Carpenter.

The Armenian President hailed
the consistent development of the Ar-
menian-American relations ever since
the establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions, and noted that the two countries
are approaching the 25th anniversary
of relations with serious achievements
registered over the past few years.

President Sarkisian expressed
gratitude to the US Government for the
continuous support to Armenia’s eco-
nomic development, implementation
of reforms in different spheres, devel-
opment of democracy and civil soci-
ety. He praised the US role in the
maintenance of peace in the region.

President Sarkisian attached im-

portance to the Armenian-American
cooperation in the field of defense,
especially the US support to the de-
fense reforms in Armenia, and devel-
opment of capacities in military medi-
cine, mine clearance and peacekeep-
ing.

The interlocutors noted that the
current high-level relations between
Armenia and the US are based on
mutual respect, and the two countries
enjoy firm partnership relations both in
bilateral and multilateral formats.

The US Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary of Defense expressed gratitude
for Armenia’s contribution to peace-
keeping missions.

Serzh Sarkisian and Michael Car-
penter discussed issues related to the
cooperation in the military field, re-
gional and international security.
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Turkish Nationals Fined for Hate Speech
Directed at German-Turkish
Parliamentarians

BERLIN (DW) -- A Berlin court
handed financial fines to two people
who directed online abuse at German
parliamentarians of Turkish origin,
according to media reports on Thurs-
day.

A Turkish national was handed a
fine of 600 euros ($665) for com-
ments aimed at Bundestag member
Sevim Dagdelen, of the Left party, on
Facebook.

Another man was fined 700 eu-
ros for verbally abusing the co-leader
of Germany's Green Party, Cem
Ozdemir. In return, charges against
him were dropped, at least provision-
ally.

Dagdelen and Ozdemir had
backed the German parliament's Ar-
menian genocide resolution in July,
which formally labeled the Ottoman
Empire's killing of 1.5 million Arme-
nians and other Christian minorities
during World War I as Genocide. Both
officials were subsequently bombarded
with online abuse from Turkish na-
tionalists, including those residing in
Germany.

Both targeted officials welcomed
the court's decision. "It is good that
the internet is not a lawless environ-
ment," Dagdelen told the "Berliner
Zeitung" newspaper. "I hope that the

judgment has a deterring effect." How-
ever, there remain outstanding threats
of violence and murder that must be
curtailed, she said. "I intend to pursue
these civil claims."

Ozdemir said that he welcomed
the court's decision to punish online
insults and threats. However, "some
state prosecutors are reacting too cau-
tiously," he said. "Some take the issue
seriously within our formidable de-
mocracy. Others are somewhat more
lenient."

The German parliament's Arme-
niaresolution sparked anger in Turkey
and Germany alike among supporters
of Turkey's president, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan. Following the vote, Erdogan
even questioned the Turkish roots of
the German-Turkish parliamentarians
who supported the resolution, saying
they should be blood-tested.

German Chancellor Angela
Merkel hit back at Erdogan's com-
ments, calling the accusations "incom-
prehensible." German-Turkish politi-
cians are elected freely, she said, and
do not have to see eye-to-eye with the
Turkish leader.

Turkey also promptly recalled its
ambassador to Germany following the
vote, reassigning him back to Berlin in
October.

Louis Pouzin Receives
Armenian President’s 2016 I'T Award

YEREVAN -- Renowned French
scientist, one of the forefathers of
the internet, Executive Director of
Open-Root organization Louis Pouzin
received the Armenian Presidential
Award in the area of Information
Technologies.

Mr. Louis Pouzin is the sev-
enth recipient of the RA Presiden-
tial Award for the global contribu-
tion to the area of information Tech-
nologies. The first award was be-
stowed on the former President of
the Board of Directors of Intel Cor-
poration Greig Barrett in 2010, the
second one was given in 2011 to
Steve Wozniak — a co-founder of
the Apple Computers corporation,
the third one — in 2012 went to
Federico Faggin — the Honorary
President of the Synaptics Com-
pany, the fourth award went to
Tsugio Makimoto, the President of
Semiconductor Industry Associa-
tion, President of the Techno Vi-
sion company, former CEO of the

Hitachi Company, the fifth —to Chief
Development Officer of Sysco Sys-
tems, Inc., Mario Mazzola, the sixth
—to Director General of Kaspersky
Lab Evgeni Kaspersky.

The RA Presidential Award for
the global contribution to the IT
area was founded by President
Serzh Sarkisian’s decree of July 6,
2009 and is aimed at the enhance-
ment of the area’s development.
The award is annual and is be-
stowed on the individuals who have
made outstanding contribution to
the area and whose input — techno-
logical, educational, organizational,
financial or other has resulted in
significant developments in the area
of information technologies. The
nomination program is carried out
by the award committee designated
by the President of Armenia and
the international commission. The
award represents a medal symbol-
izing Armenia and high technolo-
gies, a diploma and a souvenir.
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Georgian and Armenian Announce
Construction of ‘Friendship Bridge’

BAGRATASHEN -- Georgia’s
Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili
and Armenia’s President Serzh
Sarkisian have today announced the
construction of a new bridge at the
Georgia-Armenia border as a symbol
of the friendship between the two
neighbouring states.

Construction of the new bridge
will begin next year, said the two
officials after the opening ceremony
of the new Bagratashen border check-
point, located at the Georgia-Armenia
border.

Customs services are provided
through the Sadakhlo-Bagratashen
checkpoint at the Georgia-Armenia
border [one of six checkpoints be-
tween the neighboring countries],
where the Armenian side is responsible
for the Bagratashen checkpoint, while
Georgia offers relevant services
through the Sadakhlo border facility.

“The planned bridge is expected
to further facilitate the quality of ser-
vice of cargo and passenger traffic
between the two countries, provide a
time-saving, safe and convenient
movement through the border check-
points,” a statement released by the
Armenian president’s press office said.

“It will also improve the quality
of passenger service and freight traf-
fic and save time, facilitating trade
with Georgia, Russia and European
countries,” it added.

Building the new bridge, named
Friendship Bridge, at the Sadakhlo-
Bagratashen border checkpoint will be
completed in less than two years. The
bridge will pass over Debed River and
ease traffic travelling between the two
nations, announced the Georgian and
Armenian high officials.

Currently this border crossing
area has only a single narrow bridge,
built in Soviet times.

The total budget of the program
is 52.13 million euros (about $58 mil-
lion). The purpose of the program is to
promote the free movement of people
and goods across the borders while
observing the border security, as well
as to improve both bilateral and re-
gional cooperation. Construction ex-
penses will be covered by the Euro-
pean Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) through the sup-
port of the two countries’ govern-
ments.

After the border checkpoint open-
ing Georgia's Kvirikashvili and
Armenia's Sarkisian sat down for a
meeting and discussed prospects of
further developing the friendly
neighbourly relations and bilateral co-
operation in a range of fields.

Sarkisianand Kvirikashvilialso dis-
cussed possibilities of expanding trade
and economic cooperation, including in
the spheres of transportation, energy,
tourism, agriculture and others.

Henrikh Mkhitaryan Appointed
UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in Armenia

Armenian na-
tional football team and [
Manchester United
Midfielder Henrikh
Mkhitaryan has been
appoin-ted as UNICEF |
Goodwill Ambassador
in Armenia.

During a cer-
emony in the session
hall of the Football
Academy of AFF,
Mkhitaryan said being
an Ambassador is im-
portant for him and he
iswilling to domore to LRSS
support UNICEF.

“I am ready to use my capabili-
ties in helping UNICEF to contribute to
the education right of children in Ar-
menia, especially the most vulnerable”,
Mkhitaryan said.
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“We are happy that Mkhitaryan
joined us as a strong supporter of
children and healthy lifestyle”, UNICEF
representative to Armenia Tanja
Radocaj said.
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Supreme Spiritual Council Meets in New York

NEW YORK -- Under the presi-
dency of His Holiness Karekin II, Su-
preme Patriarch and Catholicos of All
Armenians, more than a dozen Arme-
nian bishops and lay leaders from
around the world gathered this week
for a meeting of the Supreme Spiritual
Council: the ecclesiastical governing
body of the Armenian Church.

In an unprecedented turn, the
meeting convened in New York city,
at the headquarters of the Eastern
Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America: the first time the body has
met away from Armenia.

Attending were bishops from
diocesan jurisdictions throughout
the world, including the primates
of Artsakh, the Eastern and West-
ern U.S., Canada, France, Austra-
lia, Russia, Siunik, Georgia, and
Armenia's Araratianregion. The pa-
triarchates of Jerusalem and
Constantinople also sent represen-
tatives.

Armenian General Benevolent
Union president Berge Setrakian, fresh
from the celebration of the AGBU's
110th anniversary, was also an inte-
gral part of the meetings and gather-
ings of the week.

On October 31 and November 1,
His Holiness and the 17 members of
the Council convened a joint meeting
with the executive bodies of the East-
ern, Western, and Canadian dioceses
and the AGBU, under the theme, "Bring-
ing the Church to the People: Reaching
Out to the Armenians of North
America."

In an opening overview of the
joint meeting, Eastern Diocesan Coun-
cil chair James Kalustian outlined three
broad guiding statements for the pro-
ceedings: "Our faith is more than 2,000
years old; our church thinking is not";
"We are an innovative, transparent, and
embracing church"; and "We care about
our flock and are coming to the people."

The 36 participating dignitaries

discussed the emerging realities within
the Armenian-American community,
and the prospects for expanding the
church's ministry. The three primates
of'the North American dioceses-Arch-
bishop Khajag Barsamian (Eastern
U.S.), Archbishop Hovnan Derderian
(Western U.S.), and Bishop Abgar
Hovakimian (Canada)-answered ques-
tions and offered insight throughout
the proceedings.

Presentations on specific topics
were also heard. Etchmiadzin Chan-
cellor Bishop Arshak Khachatryan
gave an overview of the Supreme
Spiritual Council; the Eastern
Diocese's communications director
Christopher Zakian spoke on the his-
tory of the Armenian Church in
America, its composition and demog-
raphy; Dr. Rachel Goshgarian of
Lafayette College spoke on the inter-
play of faith and culture in the church,
through the lens of a sociological
study on church life; and Western
Diocesan Council chair Joseph
Kanimanian spoke on ways to attract
greater numbers into active church
participation.

Panel discussions on issues in-
volving youth and clergy were led by
Dr. Nicole Vartanian, Arda Nazarian,
and Supreme Spiritual Council mem-
bers Dr. Varoujan Altebarmakian and
James Kalustian. The gathering also
heard of a proposed multi-million-dol-
lar project to build housing for military
families in Artsakh, to be undertaken
by the Mother See.

Afterthe joint meeting adjourned,
aregular session of the Supreme Spiri-
tual Council went forward on Novem-
ber 2-3, addressing ongoing matters of
governance and ministry in the world-
wide Armenian Church.

A number of Armenian Church
leaders generously hosted dinners
and social gatherings for the visiting
dignitaries throughout their time in
New York.

Donald Trump Elected 45th President

Continued from page 1

“The American people have en-
thusiastically voted in support of your
outstanding leadership qualities, your
experience and vision, thus entrusting
you with the honorable responsibility
to lead the nation,” Sarkisian said in a
telegram made public by his office. “I
have no doubt that under your able
leadership the United States will achieve
further progress and advancement in
the years to come.”

“I am confident that during your
presidency the close U.S.-Armenia part-
nership will continue to develop dynami-
cally — expanding and reaching new
heights in different areas,” he wrote.

In his congratulatory message
to Trump, Sarkisian praised the “im-
portant role” played by the U.S. in
the Karabakh peace process. He also
said the influential Armenian-Ameri-
can community should continue to
serve as a “strong bridge between
our nations.”
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Boston University Launches New Minor in
Holocaust and Genocide Studies

BOSTON -- The College of Arts
& Sciences of the Boston University
(BU) launches new minor in Holocaust
and Genocide Studies.

The faculty hopes that BU stu-
dents won’t just learn history, but
learn from history. Students will study
how the 20th century’s most horrific
state-sponsored mass murders, from
the Nazi Holocaust to Pol Pot’s whole-
sale slaughter in Cambodiato Rwanda’s
deadly rampage against its Tutsis,
evolved.

As well, the new minor will offer
historical context and teach humane
vigilance, says Nancy Harrowitz, a
CAS associate professor of Italian,
who is teaching the minor’s required
course, History of the Holocaust. The
minor is being offered through the Elie
Wiesel Center for Jewish Studies.

Through study of world geno-
cide in the 20th and current centuries,
“we are protecting memory,” says
Harrowitz. “How do you sustain these
memories in the face of deniers?” she
asks. “My argument has been: if we
are not able to prevent future geno-
cides per se, in the long term we can
begin to illuminate the emotional as-
pects of hate through education.”

Hate is a learned emotion, says
Simon Payaslian, the Charles K. and
Elizabeth M. Kenosian Professor of
Armenian History and Literature.
“We’re not born with it. It can be
unlearned. Genocide can happen any-
where.”

Payaslian, who teaches courses
in genocide prevention, notes in his
course descriptions that the subject of
genocide warrants rigorous study be-
cause genocidal acts and atrocities
persist despite the 1948 United Na-
tions adoption of the Convention on
the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide. The convention,
criminalizing genocide in the realm of
international law, was institutionalized
in 1951, and yet it has failed to prevent
the string of genocides that has oc-
curred since then.

“Societies are always chang-
ing,” says Payaslian. “The question
that’s absolutely essential is, what
kind of leaders do you have? One of
my classes covers the internment of
Japanese Americans in the wake of
Pearl Harbor. You can imagine how
one more executive order could have
put the Japanese against a wall and
shot them.”

According to its description on
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the Elie Wiesel Center for Jewish Stud-
ies website, the minor in Holocaust
and genocide studies offers students
“an opportunity to acquire basic aca-
demic tools of description and analysis
of the various factors that contribute
to the emergence of ultranationalist
regimes and their genocidal policies.”
The minor is also designed to help
students “develop an awareness of the
value of pluralism and an acceptance
of diversity, as well as to explore the
dangers of remaining silent, apathetic,
and indifferent to the vilification and
oppression of others.”

Although genocides large and
small have been perpetrated through-
out human history, the courses will
focus on historical events since 1900.
These include the Armenian genocide
of 1915, when the Turkish-led Otto-
man Empire had rounded up and de-
ported or executed 1.5 million Arme-
nians living there, most of them Ot-
toman citizens, by 1922; the Nazi
Holocaust, from 1933 until the Allied
liberation of the death camps in 1945,
which claimed the lives of six million
Jews and five million Slavs, Roma,
disabled people, Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, homosexuals, and political
and religious dissidents from the
European countries occupied by Ger-
many; the Cambodian genocide, from
1975t0 1979, when the Maoist Khmer
Rouge led by Pol Pot slaughtered an
estimated three million; the Serbs’
“ethnic cleansing” of Bosnians in the
wake of the 1992 collapse of the
former Yugoslavia, killing 100,000;
the 1994 Hutu-led killing rampage in
Rwanda, which targeted Tutsis and
moderate Hutus and slaughtered more
than 800,000 over 100 days; and
most recently, this century’s Sudan
state-sanctioned murder of at least
300,000 Darfurian civilians in what
is now South Sudan.
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Raffi Hovannisian in Istanbul

Continued frompage 1

national support for their solution;
Armenia's experience with Syrian-Ar-
menian refugees; Azerbaijan's failed
war of aggression against Mountain-
ous Karabagh (Artsakh) and the
500,000 Armenians who were dis-
placed from Azerbaijan, Nakhichevan
and other occupied Armenian lands;
the imperative to secure for all refu-
gees and internally displaced persons a
guaranteed and equitable right of re-
turn to their places of origin, including
the return of Armenians to and the
establishment of communal life in

Azerbaijan, Nakhichevan, and the west-
ern Armenian heartland in current-day
eastern Turkey; and the need to be self-
critical in Turkey, Armenia, and all
other countries and to take responsibil-
ity for developing just, democratic so-
cieties which are the only avenue to
prevent non-conflict-driven emigration.

Upon completion of Hovannisian's
address, the vice chairman of the AK
Party repeated Turkey's denialist line
and asked the reference to the word
Genocide be deleted from the record.
Hovannisian condemned this approach
as an unacceptable, characteristic at-
tempt at official censorship.
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Hayastan All-Armenian Fund Continues to

Build Homes for Large Families in Artsakh

YEREVAN -- Parallel to imple-
menting a wide range of infrastructure
projects throughout 2016, the Hayastan
All-Armenian Fund has built scores of
homes for Artsakh families with five
or more children. With proceeds from
its 2015 Telethon as well as contribu-
tions from individual benefactors, the
fund will continue to construct homes
for large families in Artsakh.

To date, a total of 28 such homes
have been built or are in the process of
being constructed in cities, towns, and
villages across Artsakh, including
Martakert, Martuni, Vorotan, Avetara-
nots, Vank, Nor Haykajur, Chankatagh,
Mushkapat, Chartar, Khandzadzor,
Mets Tagher, Aknaberd, Charektar,
Yeghegnut, Mirik, Berdik, Krasni,
Chapar, Kusapat, Mariamadzor,
Noragyugh, Varanda, and Vurgavand.

Nine of the homes were recently
completed and fully furnished, and
are ready for occupancy. Previously,

six other brand-new and fully fur-
nished homes were presented to as
many families. The beneficiaries are
the Harutyunyan, Shirinyan, Bagh-
dasaryan, Movsesyan, Petrosyan and
Sargsyan families, who moved into
their new houses in Chartar, Krasni,
Martakert and Chankatagh.

As determined by the Hayastan
All-Armenian Fund Board of Trustees
and worldwide affiliates at their most
recent joint meeting, proceeds from the
fund’s 2016 Thanksgiving Day Tele-
thon, on November 24, will be allocated
to initiatives for rebuilding war-ravaged
communities in Artsakh, various mea-
sures to ensure the safety and security of
the peaceful population of the republic,
and the construction of many more
homes for Artsakh families with multiple
children. The meeting has also affirmed
that the fund’s donors will continue to
have the option of supporting special
projects of their choosing.

Tradition of Philanthropy

MISSION HILLS -- Prof. Osheen
Keshishian of Glendale Community
College and Dr. Garbis Der Yeghiayan
of Mashdots College will present an
illustrated on “Tradition of Philanthropy
Among Kharpertsis in America: Hagop
Bogigian, Stephen Mugar, John Mirak,
and Kirk Kerkorian,” on Sunday, No-
vember 13, 2016, at 5:00 p.m., at the
Ararat-Eskijian Museum, Sheen Chapel,
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission
Hills, CA. The program is sponsored
by the Ararat-Eskijian Museum, the
Kharpert Cultural Association, and the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR).

The four remarkable individuals
who will be discussed in the program
made major contributions to building

the Armenian-American community,
to Armenia, and to American society in
general.

Hagop Bogigian (1856-1931) was
one of the earliest emigrants from
Ottoman Armenia (the town of
Hussenig in the Kharpertregion) to the
U.S, arriving in 1876 and becoming the
first Armenian-American millionaire.

Stephen Mugar (1901-1982),
founder of the Star Market chain of
supermarkets in New England, was
born in Kharpert and came with his
parents to the U.S. in 1906.

John Mirak (1907-2000), born in
Arabkir in the Kharpert region, was a
Genocide survivor who emigrated to the
U.S.in 1920 and built the successful Mirak
Automotive Group in greater Boston.
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Armenian Bar Association
Docks and Drops Anchor in San Diego

The odds are that most people
would guess Los Angeles or Fresno
when asked about the location of a
greatmany Armenian-American judges,
influential law firm partners, law stu-
dents, and of a very significant pres-
ence for the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion. Certainly, in those two cities
there is a rich and vibrant experience
of community schools, church com-
plexes, cultural centers, and yes, a
density of Armenian judges, lawyers,
and law students.

The correct answer to the ques-
tion above could just as easily be San
Diego, no longer a longshot when it
comes to offering a hearth for the
Armenian heritage to flourish and for
professionalism to grow and prosper.
It is in that delightful coastal city that,
last month, the Armenian Bar Associa-
tion organized a truly refined and re-
markable reception at the urban archi-
tectural masterpiece of the new United
States District Courthouse. The
building's architectural massing com-
bines a slender sixteen-story tower
thatrises above a transparent and trans-
lucent building base, clad in wafer-like
layers of terracotta and glass.

Within the ergonomic comfort of
thatunique setting, Armenian Bar Chair-
person Saro Kerkonian opened the
evening's smooth and purposeful pro-
gram, showcasing the Armenian Bar's
diverse platform of engagement and
commitment, and throwing a spotlight
on the Mentorship Program, many of
whose student participants were in
attendance.

The unassuming and compelling
centerpiece of the reception was Fed-
eral Judge Larry A. Burns who warmly
welcomed the many who had gath-
ered, leading the way first to his con-
ference facilities (whose tables were
adorned with heavy helpings of deli-
cious Armenian mezze), then to his
drop-dead gorgeous courtroom, and
finally to his expansive chambers over-
looking the San Diego Bay, Coronado
Island, the beacons of light pulsing out
from Point Loma.

Gathered in the spacious well of

the stately courtroom and filling every
seat in the jury box, the attendees gave
their rapt attention to inspiring presen-
tations by Judge Burns, by past Arme-
nian Bar Chairman and current Board
Member Armen K. Hovannisian, and
by longtime Armenian Bar member and
benefactor Dick Semerdjian. Foryears,
Mr. Semerdjian and his firm, Schwartz
Semerdjian, have been at the forefront
of Armenian Bar activities and camara-
derie in the San Diego area. So, too,
have been San Diego Superior Court
Judges Louis Hanoian and Sharon
Kalemkiarian who were also on hand.

After a beautiful introduction by
Mr. Semerdjian in which he extolled
the great achievements of a modest
man, Judge Burns made the students
and young lawyers believe. He made
them believe in themselves, their limit-
less potential, and the possibility that
one day they, too, could don the black
robes of a federal district court judge.

Holding in his hand a copy of the
award-winning book, Sandcastle Girls,
and harkening back to his own Arme-
nian heritage, Judge Burns emphasized
that where we go as a people and as a
profession has much to do about from
where and from whom we came. And
then, turning to the group of Armenian
Bar mentors, Judge Burns stated: "All
of you made it a special time for our
young mentees. Thank you for offer-
ing and instilling confidence in the
young Armenian students and lawyers
who will pick up where we leave off.
For a small group of people, we have
all accomplished a lot. Like all of you,
I'm very proud of that."

Former Armenian Bar Chairper-
son Armen K. Hovannisian capped off
the evening with words of encourage-
ment and gratitude to all of the partici-
pants: "Tonight we have yet again
drawn back the curtain and unwrapped
the gift of the Armenian Bar's prolific
promise which does not exist in a
vacuum. It exists here and in many
other places, ingrained in the hearts
and hard work of those who have
opened the way to those who will one
day assume the mantle themselves."

Kirk Kerkorian (1917-2015) was
born in Fresno to parents who emi-
grated from the Kharpertregion before
World War I and, through a series of
business ventures, became one of the
wealthiest individuals in the U.S.

For more information about this
program, contact Ararat-Eskijian Mu-
seum at (747) 500-7585 or ararat-
eskijian-museum@netzero.net, or
NAASR at (617) 489-1610 or
hq@naasr.org.
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LIVE BROADGAST COAST-T0-COAST | 10am-10pm PST

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SAN FRANCISCO & BAY AREA Las Vegas

KGMC OTA Ch. 43.6 & Ch. 13.1 Armenian Channels & KVMD Network KTSF OTA Ch. 26.1 « DirecTV Ch. 26 Cox Ch. 274
CGomeast Xfinity Ch. 375 Dish Network Ch. 26 = Comcast Ch. 8
Northland Ch 2 & Ch. 9 AT&T U-verse Ch. 8
Noor TV Ch. 31.7

12 HOUR LIVE WEBCAST AT WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG
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Facebook.com/ArmeniaFund Twitter.com/ArmeniaFund instagram.com/ArmeniaFund YouTube.com/ArmeniaFundus
VISIT & DONATE: www.ArmeniaFund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897 ArmeniaFund III




