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President Sarkisian: Armenia’s Iskander
Missiles are ‘Antidote’ Against Azerbaijan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia
regards its sophisticated missiles re-
cently acquired from Russia as a new
deterrent against Azerbaijan’s possible
attempts to achieve a military solution
to the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
President Serzh Sarkisian said in an
interview published on Thursday.

He also told the state-run Russia
Today news agency that the Armenian
government remains committed to a
compromise peace deal with Baku based
on key principles advocated by the U.S.,
Russian and French mediators.

Sarkisian asserted that Yerevan
got hold of the Iskander missiles in an
effort to shore up the military balance
in the conflict zone. “It’s no secret
that Azerbaijan has regularly acquired
state-of-the-art weapons for the last
several years,” he said. “We don’t
have the kind of financial resources
which Azerbaijan has, but we con-
stantly try to balance the situation,
finding antidotes.

“I think that in this case Iskander
is such an antidote. Of course, arms
race is a bad thing and we don’t want
it. But what can you do when you are

threatened with war and extermination
on a daily basis?”

With a firing range of at least 300
kilometers, Iskander systems are
known for their precision and ability to
overcome modern missile defense
shields. The Armenian military dem-
onstrated them for the first time on
September 21 during a parade in
Yerevan.

Armenian officials have said in
the past that Azerbaijan’s oil and gas
installations could be targeted if Baku
attempts to end the Karabakh conflict
by force. The Armenian army was
until recently able to do attack them
only with less advanced Scud-B and
Tochka-U missiles.

Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev renewed his threats of military
action over the weekend at the start of
large-scale military exercises con-
ducted by Azerbaijan. He specifically
warned of a repeat of offensive opera-
tions launched by his troops in
Karabakh in April.

“If [the Armenians] want a peace-

Continued on page 4

European Commission: Turkey Supported
Azerbaijan During April Clashes in Karabakh

BRUSSELS — “Turkey was vo-
cal in its support for Azerbaijan during
clashes in April 2016 in Nagorno-
Karabakh,” the European Commission
said in a report on Turkey, published
on November 9.

The 100-page review claimed
Turkey had regressed in its eligibility
to join the bloc.

The Commission Staff Working
Document highlighted a series of prob-
lem areas, including the legal situation
in Turkey, which it described as being
of “grave concern”.

It warned that a range of mea-
sures, introduced by president Recep
Tayipp Erdogan following the failed
military coup on July 2015 were “not
in line with European standards”.

The report slammed Ankara and
highlighted “serious allegations of hu-
man rights violations” as well as “dis-

proportional use of force” by the secu-
rity services.

The authors note that “the adop-
tion in May of a law allowing the
immunity of a large number of depu-
ties to be lifted and the ensuing deten-
tions and arrests of several HDP Mem-
bers of Parliament, including the two
Co-Chairs, in November is a matter of
grave concern.”

The report added that “the Arme-
nian Patriarchate’s proposal to open a
university department for Armenian
language and clergy has been pending
for several years. Similar demands
have been made by different Christian
communities who sought to train
clergy.

The report also reminded that the
2009 protocols on normalization of
relations with Armenia are not yet
ratified.

Armenian Economy in Crisis
Needs Rapid Change, New PM

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s new
prime minister has what he believes is
a vote-winning message before parlia-
mentary elections in May: The
economy’s in terrible shape and he’s
the man to fix it.

Armenia needs “profound
change,’’ Karen Karapetyan, who took
office in September, said in an inter-
view in the capital, Yerevan, on Satur-
day. “We’re proposing the most rapid
change that’s possible,” including mea-
sures to combat corruption by stream-
lining bureaucracy and a government
fund to support enterprise, he said.

“Businesses shouldn’t be ob-
structed’’ by corrupt officials seeking
payments for administrative decisions
or by dominant rivals using political
ties to restrict competition, said
Karapetyan, a former mayor of Yerevan
who took office after returning from
Russia, where he worked in Moscow
since 2012 for a subsidiary of Gazprom
PJSC, the world’s largest natural-gas
exporter. “We will create an even,
competitive, level playing field.”’

Armenian President Serzh
Sargkisian called the new premier a
“symbol of change’” when he named
him to replace Hovik Abrahamyan.
The economy’s in an “extremely bad”

state and needs “structural” overhaul,
Karapetyan told lawmakers next day.
Sarkisian made the change after thou-
sands joined street protests in July in
support of armed men who took hos-
tages at a Yerevan police station and
demanded the president’s resignation.

Armenia’s foreign debt is $5.8
billion with GDP at $10 billion, while
growth of 3.2 percent in 2017 won’t
be enough to raise living standards
significantly, Karapetyan said. “Wealso
have external debt growing faster than
the GDP growth and growing faster
than revenues,’’ he said.

While Armenians are desperate
for change amid rising poverty,
Karapetyan won’t be able to break the
economic grip of a few wealthy oli-
garchs, particularly on imported goods,
with support from powerful politi-
cians, according to Hayk Gevorgyan,
economic commentator at the Arme-
nia Times newspaper.

While he’s focused on immediate
improvements, Karapetyansaid he’ll also
form an advisory group including for-
eign specialists to “brainstorm how we
can develop the country’’ for the long
term, including with tax changes and
support for businesses in areas such as
health care, education and agriculture.

New Poll in Nagorno-Karabakh Shows
High Support for Independence

BRUSSELS -- New figures con-
firm that security is the main concern
for the people of Nagorno-Karabakh,
and that combined support for inde-
pendence or unification with Armenia
grows from 91.7% in 2015 to 95.1%
in 2016, European Friends of Armenia
reported in a release.

Hovhannes Grigoryan, CEO of
the Institute for Political and Socio-
logical Consulting (IPSC), presented
results of a new opinion poll on socio-
economic developments, public per-
ceptions of foreign affairs, interna-
tional recognition, and Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict resolution. The poll
was conducted in July 2016 (shortly
after the Four-Day War) on a sample
of 1,081 people in Stepanakert and the
7 regions of Nagorno-Karabakh, and
cross-referenced with a similar survey
conducted in March 2015.

The figures show an increase in
the number of people who believe
Nagorno-Karabakh should be indepen-
dent, compared to those who prefer it
become a part of Armenia. An even
more significant trend was observed
among younger and educated, who
support the independence in a much
higher proportion (61.2% of popula-
tion between 18 and 30 years support
independence; 53.6% of university
educated support independence).

Furthermore, public's approval
of Government's performance in the
sectors of Defence and Foreign Af-

fairs has decreased, while the percep-
tion that Nagorno-Karabakh is on the
right track is still considerably high at
78.9% percent.

The question of peace and secu-
rity remains the predominant concern
for half of the people of Nagorno-
Karabakh, followed by unemployment
and international recognition of the
NKR. Despite these concerns, declared
intentions for migration remain at a
very low level.

Commenting on this last aspect,
Hovhannes Grigoryan said that: "the
poll has showed that the Four-Day war
of April 2016 has not affected the
migration tendencies of the Nagorno-
Karabakh population, which remain
the lowest in the South Caucasus re-
gion, when compared to figures from
similar polls conducted in Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia. In other words,
people of Karabakh, regardless of the
hardships of the unexpected war out-
break in April, are determined to stay in
their country".

Member of the European Parlia-
ment Frank Engel underlined the politi-
cal maturity of people in Nagorno-
Karabakh: "The Four-Day War changed
the situation, but it hasn't changed it
fundamentally. People of Nagorno-
Karabakh are very mature about their
positions, especially on the indepen-
dence of the Artsakh, and it is obvious

Continued on page3
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James Warlick to Resign as Minsk Group
Co-Chair, Join Major Russian Law Firm

WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL)
-- James Warlick, a U.S. diplomat who
has been Washington’s chief negotia-
tor in the Nagorno-Karabakh peace
process for the last three years, said on
Monday that he will resign next month
to work for a Russian law firm.

“l will step down as OSCE
[Minsk Group] Co-Chair on Decem-
ber 31,” he announced on his Twitter
page. “It has been an honor to serve in
the [U.S. State Department] for more
than 30 years.”

“I will be a Partner in Russia's
largest and most prestigious law firm,”
Warlick said in a separate tweet. He
posted a link to a statement issued by
the firm, Egorov Puginsky Afanasiev
& Partners (EPAM).

The statement said Warlick, who
holds a master’s degree in law and
diplomacy, will join the company’s
Washington office in January. “He will
be responsible for working with U.S.
and international clients, development
of strategic client relationships, legis-
lation and public policy,” it said.

EPAM described Warlick as “one
of the most respected senior U.S. dip-
lomats” who “has worked extensively
with Russia, Ukraine, Belarus and other
CIS countries” and will offer “unique
policy expertise and hands-on knowl-
edge to clients who seek strategic
advice and vision.”

The State Department did not
immediately announce who will re-

place Warlick. His successor may be
named by the incoming U.S. adminis-
tration of President-elect Donald
Trump.

Warlick, 60, was appointed as
U.S. co-chair of the Minsk Group in
September 2013. Together with the
group’s two other, Russian and French,
co-chairs he has since mediated many
rounds of Armenian-Azerbaijani peace
talks and visited the Karabakh conflict
zone on numerous occasions. He pre-
viously served as U.S. ambassador to
Bulgaria.

Warlick, Russia’s Igor Popov and
France’s Pierre Andrieu are scheduled
to hold talks with the Armenian and
Azerbaijani foreign ministers in Ger-
many on December 8 or 9. They may
also arrange a face-to-face meeting
there of the two ministers in a fresh
attempt to kick-start the stalled peace
process.

More Aleppo Armenians Relocate to Armenia
with IDeA Help

YEREVANES
(Mediamax) -- 13
Syrian Armenians &
arrived in Armenia [@is
from Aleppo within
the first stage of
IDeA Foundation’s
Syrian-Armenian
Reliefinitiative.

On October 15
IDeA Foundation
announced that it |
will allocate USD
250 000, which will
be distributed between four partner
organizations for development and
implementation of the programs in the
following directions:

- aid to those who continue to
remain in Syria (AGBU);

- aid to those who seek tempo-
rary refuge outside Syrian borders
(Mission Armenia);

- aid to those who have decided
torelocate to Armenia (Aleppo NGO);

- aid to those who want to work
and live in Armenia (RepatArmenia).

Ani Balkhian, Founder President
of Aleppo NGO said that they receive
more and more applications for re-
settlement in Armenia, which are ful-
filled with IDeA Foundation resources.

Syrian Armenians, arriving in the
country within Syrian-Armenian Re-
lief initiative, receive support on the
spot as well. In particular, Mission
Armenia covers their lodging rent with
IDeA Foundation resources.

In the near future Mission Arme-
nia and Repat Armenia will hold a

meeting with the people who came to
Armenia in the frames of Syrian-Ar-
menian Relief initiative, in order to
estimate their needs and outline the
next actions.

IDeA allocated funds for its stra-
tegic partner AGBU, which will be
used for additional alowances for
Aleppo Armenians in the three winter
months. Owing to Syrian-Armenian
Relief initiative, 390 more families in
Aleppo will receive alowances.

IDeA Foundation’s call to aid
Syrian Armenians was joined by people
from different organizations, whose
donations made total AMD 10 million.
“Many people expressed readiness to
apply their capabilities and experience
to support Syrian Armenians, and IDeA
performs as a uniqe platform of coop-
eration. We are grateful to all those
who joined our call to aid Syrian Arme-
nians. Their participation and readi-
ness to help are very important to us,”
said IDeA Foundation CEO Edgar
Manukyan.
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Turkey Arrests Kurdish Mayor Ahmet Tiirk
Who Has Apologized for Armenia Genocide

ANKARA -- Turkish Police on
Nov. 21 detained former Mardin co-
mayor Ahmet Tiirk from the Demo-
cratic Regions Party (DBP), four days
after he was dismissed from his post
as a part of a terror investigation,
Dogan News Agency has reported.

Along with Tiirk, the mayor of
Mardin’s central Artuklu district, Emin
Irmak, who is also from the sister
party of the Kurdish issue-focused
Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP), was
detained at his office as a part of the
operation.

The investigation was launched
against him on the charges of “violat-
ing the state union and unity, giving
money to and being amember of armed
terrorist group, abuse of power, hu-
miliating the Turkish people, the Re-
public of Turkey, the Turkish Parlia-
ment”.

Ahmet Tiirk has delivered a num-
ber of speeches on the Armenian Geno-
cide. He has acknowledged the Kurds’
role in the Genocide and apologized to
the Armenians on behalf ofthe Kurdish

people. He explained that the Kurdish
population was used to commit the
crimes against Armenians in 1915.
“Our grandfathers and fathers were
used in the injustices perpetrated
against Armenians, Assyrians and
Yezidis. There’s blood on their hands.
With the blood of these peoples they
bloodied their own hands. Thus, as
their children and grandchildren, we
apologize.”

The Threat Against Agos Goes Unpunished

ISTANBUL (Agos) -- Nationalist
Turkish Party Istanbul Chair Bilal
Gokceyurt and the chair of so-called
Turan Organization Ercan Ucar have
been acquitted in the case of the threat
against Agos. Lawyer for the publica-
tion Hakan Bakircioglu has objected to
the ruling.

On April 24,2015, ablack wreath
was put in front of the office of Agos
newspaper and a declaration titled as
“One night, we might come to visit you
unexpectedly” was read. Agos news-
paper filed a criminal complaint against
this threat. The trial was held today.

Nationalist Turkish Party Istanbul
Chair Bilal Gokgeyurt and the chair of
so-called Turan Organization Ercan
Ugar have been acquitted on the ground
that “there is no element of a crime”.

On behalf of complainant Agos
newspaper, editor-in-chief Yetvart
Danzikyan attended the hearing.

Speaking during the hearing,
Danzikyan said: “They had put a black
wreath, while the office was closed.
We saw it in the morning. Then, we
saw that they released a video about
their action titled as 'One night, we
might come to visit you unexpectedly'.
We filed a criminal complaint. There
had been similar actions when Hrant
Dink was working in Agos. You know
what happened to Hrant Dink. Thus,

we considered this action as a threat.”

The suspects claimed that they
exercised their right to democratic
protest.

Agos' lawyer Hakan Bakircioglu
objected to the ruling on the ground that
it violates the law. He stated that the
acquittal openly violates the law and rule,
since there is solid evidence showing
that the suspects committed the crimes
of threatening and insulting.

In the indictment issued by
Istanbul Chief Public Prosecutor's of-
fice, it was stated that the suspects
regard Agos as responsible for
Armenia's actions in Karabakh, though
the newspaper has no influence over
the actions of the Armenian state.

It was also stated that the sus-
pects committed the crimes of threat-
ening and insulting by reminding Hrant
Dink with the title of “One night, we
might come to visit you unexpectedly”
and releasing their press statement on
the same day. The prosecution de-
manded prison sentence for the sus-
pects on the charges of threatening
and insulting.

Following “the case of black
wreath”, RSF Turkey Branch made a
statement via social media: “The threat
against Agos goes unpunished and it is
troubling. This ruling encourages simi-
lar attacks.”

www.massispost.com



NOVEMBER 26, 2016

Massis Weekly

A Worthy Tribute

By Kevork Keushkerian

Maria Jacobsen (1882-1960) was
a Danish Lutheran missionary who
went to Kharpet, Turkey in 1907 and
started to work with Near East Relief
to save Armenian orphans from Otto-
man Turkish atrocities. Her eyewit-
ness accounts of the deportations and
massacres of Armenians were pub-
lished in her book entitled “Diaries ofa
Danish Missionary: Harput, 1907-
1919.”

Eventually, Maria Jacobsen took
hundreds of orphans to Jebail, Leba-
non (see picture) and continued to
care for them in her Birds Nest Or-
phanage (9]yvx— 2xuv—), where she
became known as “mama” for nearly
four thousand orphans until her death
in 1960. As she had requested, she was
buried, at the entrance of her beloved
Birds Nest Orphanage.

“Friends of Maria Jacobsen” pre-
sented a concert in her memory, under
the auspices of all three denominations
of the Armenian Church, which took
place on Friday, October 21, 2016 at
7:30 p.m. at Glendale Presbyterian
Church.

Afterthe invocation by Armenian
Church Leaders, opening remarks were
made by Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan,
Chairman of the “Friends of Maria
Jacobsen” Board. This was followed

he established a children’s charitable
trust to inspire underprivileged chil-
dren. Recently, he was honored by His
Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the
Great House of Cilicia, with an encyc-
lical and the “St. Mesrob Mashdots”
insignia.

The musical program was com-
posed of:

-Mozart’s Symphony No. 40 (1st
movement). ‘The moon and I are
Neighbors’ by Lebanese composer and
singer Rahbani & Feirouz, which was
adapted and further composed by

by a short video presentation, depict-
ing highlights from the care that “mama”
had lovingly extended to her adopted
children.

The ISM Production’s Chamber
Orchestra was conducted by Maestro
Sir Vartan Melkonian, Conductor of
the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra,
London, who had especially flown in
for this occasion.

Maestro Sir Vartan Melkonian
(see picture) was one of the orphans
of “mama”. He was brought up in
the early ‘50s as an orphan in the
Birds’ Nest Orphanage until the age
of eight. He then lived rough, along
with thousands of other orphans
like him, in the slums of Beirut,
Lebanon.

In 1972, fleeing the civil war in
Lebanon, he went to the United King-
dom and after working as a singer on
several TV shows, he became a con-
ductor of classical music in London’s
most famous halls conducting the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra, the London
Symphony Orchestra and others, since
1985. His life is a true success story of
“rags to riches.”

In gratitude to the orphanage
where he was looked after as a child,

Vartan Melkonian.

-Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6
(Ist movement), a favorite of Maria
Jacobsen.

-Norwegian composer Edvard
Grieg’s ‘Holberg’ Suite.

-‘Armenian Folk Songs’ from
Komitas-Aslamazyan.

-A Symphonic Poem ‘Farewell
to Maria’ (2nd movement) by Maestro
Sir Vartan Melkonian.

This musical program was sheer
ecstasy for classical music lovers, and
a worthy tribute from a grateful or-
phan to his beloved care giver. After
the musical program, Sir Vartan
Melkonian was awarded an honorary
Doctorate Degree by Dr. Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan, President of Mashdots
College.

But the best had yet to come
from the “Friends of Maria Jacobsen”
as on Sunday, October 23, 2016 at
11:00 a.m., a special reception was
held and Maria Jacobsen’s bust was
unveiled at the courtyard of Bethania
Lutheran Church in Solvang, Califor-
nia( see picture ).

Solvang is a beautiful enclave of
the local Danish community just out-
side of the coastal city of Santa Bar-
bara, California.
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Developmental Services for Armenia
Completes New Projects Benefiting
Armenia’s Educational Sector

PASADENA -- Developmental
Services of Armenia (DSA) entering
its 21st year of work in Armenia is
pleased to announce their investments
in Armenia’s educational sector over
the last several months.

“Our board allocated more than
$31,000 for new school projects in
Armenia, and operational support for
the Debi Arach Children’s Center in
Gyumri,” said Flora Dunaians, Presi-
dent of DSA. “Investing in Armenia’s
future by supporting these projects is
very important and vital for the
wellbeing and development of these
children.”

DSA, through their recent part-
nership with The Paros Foundation,
renovated six restrooms at School #154
in Yerevan’s Shengavit district and
installed air conditioning in the school’s
auditorium. Earlier this year, DSA
funded the replacement of several com-
puters in the school’s computer lab.
The computer lab, which was estab-
lished through the support of DSA, is
named in memory of George Dunaians,
DSA’s Founder. Several years ago,
DSA also replaced the aging boiler in
order to allow students to attend classes
in a warm and safe environment.

The village of Ljashen, located
just south of Lake Sevan, also ben-
efited with the complete renovation of
three classrooms this summer. The
renovation included new flooring, paint,
electrical and furniture for the class-
rooms. Previously, DSA assisted the
Ljashen School with a central boiler.
This vibrant school of more than 300
children even draws students from the
city of Sevan because of the fact that
it has a proper heating system for the

winter.

“It was very fulfilling to see the
excitement in the eyes of the staff and
children as we progressed with the
work in the classrooms this summer.
Said Gigi Young, DSA Board Member,
who was in Armenia overseeing
projects this summer. “The kids in
Armenia are brilliant and love their
schools! The level of pride and enthu-
siasm and desire to learn is remarkable
considering the current conditions of
the schools. This inspired us to con-
tinue helping these children to get edu-
cated and maximize their potential.”

With continued assistance from
DSA, the Debi Arach Children’s Cen-
ter in Gyumri works to provide impov-
erished children the social, psycho-
logical and academic support they need
to afford them a chance to break their
family’s cycle of poverty. DSA spon-
sors the center’s food program, help-
ing provide each child with a hot,
nutritious meal each day.

George and Flora Dunaians and a
team of committed board members
and volunteers, who have worked tire-
lessly to implement humanitarian and
educational projects throughout Ar-
menia, founded Developmental Ser-
vices for Armenia in Los Angeles in
1996. Since its inception, DSA has
implemented projects throughout Ar-
menia and Artsakh valued at more than
$1,000,000. In 2015, DSA partnered
with The Paros Foundation to con-
tinue its important work in Armenia.
To support the work of DSA, please
contact Flora Dunaians at
florajane34@gmail.com or Gigi
Dunaians Young at
gbcaravan@gmail.com.

New Poll in Nagorno-Karabakh

Continued frompage 1

that despite them becoming more criti-
cal of their state and authorities, they
express strong loyalty to their coun-
try. Further tensions are likely to
strengthen these sentiments, rather than
to invalidate them."

Following the presentation of the
research, Diogo Pinto, EuFoA Direc-
tor said: "The results of this latest

sion and attempts for destabilisation.
Although an overwhelming majority
believes that further aggressions are
likely to happen in the near future, they
crave for peace and trust the OSCE
Minsk Process and the international
community. As European Friends of
Armenia, we urge the international
community and the EU in particular,
not to let the people of Nagorno-

opinion poll, conducted after April's
Four-Day war, very clearly show the
determination and the resilience of the
citizens of Nagorno-Karabakh, in spite
of the continued Azerbaijani aggres-

Karabakh down. Pressure must be kept
on Azerbaijan so that it understands
that only a peaceful solution is accept-
able and that no further violations of
the cease-fire will be tolerated"
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Panel at Harvard to Discuss Armenia’s
Upcoming Parliamentary Elections

BELMONT, MA -- Dr. Anna
Ohanyan, Richard B. Finnegan Distin-
guished Professor of Political Science
and International Relations at Stonehill
College, will moderate a panel discus-
sion entitled “The Armenian Parliamen-
tary Elections in April 2017: How Can
the Diaspora Engage in Armenia’s Demo-
cratic Evolution,” on Saturday, Decem-
ber 3, 2016, at 2:00 p.m., at Harvard
University, Sever Hall, Room 113.

The discussion will feature the
distinguished panelists Prof. Miguel E.
Basafiez (Tufts Univ. Fletcher School
of Law & Diplomacy), John M. Evans
(Former U.S. Ambassador to Arme-
nia), and via Skype from Armenia Sona
Ayvazyan (Transparency International
Armenia), Isabella Sargsyan (Eurasia
Partnership Foundation), and Tevan
Poghosyan (Member of Parliament,
Republic of Armenia).

The program is organized by the
National Association for Armenian Stud-
ies and Research (NAASR) / Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Lecture Series
on Contemporary Armenian Issues, the
Harvard Armenian Society, and the MIT
Armenian Society.

The 25-year-old Republic of Ar-
menia is facing political unrest due to
issues of corruption, lack of economic
growth, growing dissatisfaction with
the current government, and concerns
regarding the borders of Nagorno-
Karabakh. A recent takeover of a po-
lice station by the armed opposition
group Sasna Tsrer (Daredevils of

Sasun) led to a hostage crisis, where
security forces used excessive force
against civilian protesters and journal-
ists alike, and two policemen were
killed.

In April 2017, Armenia will hold
its first parliamentary elections since
the Constitutional reform referendum
of Dec. 2015 and transition from a
semi-presidential system to a parlia-
mentary one, strengthening the legisla-
ture at the expense of the presidency.
The April 2017 elections will form a
parliament with more power in the
country’s political life and offer a
chance for the people in Armenia to
express their political will through their
votes rather than through violence.

The panelists will discuss the
role of the upcoming parliamentary
elections for Armenia’s democratic
promise and for the future of its state-
hood. They will also provide an under-
standing of the nuts and bolts of the
election process, and will place a spe-
cial emphasis on the value, place, and
prospects of the diaspora’s support
for the democratic processes of the
elections.

The program is free and open to
the public. There will be a reception
and refreshments immediately follow-
ing the program and question-and-
answer session.

For more information about the
panel discussion, please contact
lafeyan@college.harvard.edu or
hq@naasr.org for more information.

Westside Guild of Ararat Home Host
25th Anniversary Christmas Luncheon

LOS ANGELES -- The Christmas
Season is off to a great start with the
celebration ofthe Westside Ararat Guild's
25th Anniversary Christmas Luncheon
to be held on Saturday, December 10,
2016 at the Beverly Hills Hotel, 9641
Sunset Boulevard, Beverly Hills.

The festivities beginat 10:45 a.m.
with guests starting their Holiday Gift
Shopping at the Silent Auction and
Opportunity drawing, and purchasing
the wide variety of home baked goods
at the Cooks Corner. The luncheon at
12 noon will feature informal modeling
of St. John fashions, internationally
known for their upscale American fash-
ion brand that specializes in women's
knitwear.

Barbara Poladian and Andrea
Fehring, Chairs of the Luncheon Com-
mittee, report that they are delighted to
have the opportunity to showcase St.
John Fashions and to recognize their
exclusive brand of clothing. St. John is
an American luxury house that was
founded in 1962 and is a fascinating
coming together of craft and couture
based on the premise of a simple, yet
elegant knit dress. The basis for the
collection remains the same today as it
did from the start: effortless, alluring
and refined clothing that appeals to
women all over the world.

Lynnette Amerian and Geraldine
Chuchian, Co-Chairs of the Westside
Ararat Guild, are proud to announce
that this year, in recognition of the
25th Anniversary and their years of
service, they will be honoring the first

Board Members/Founders of the
Westside Guild: Virginia Abajian, Nora
Hampar, Mary Hovanessian, Thelma
Kevorkian and Dolores Samuelian.
They expressed their pride and grati-
tude to the Founders for their vision,
commitment and dedication to the
Ararat Home of Los Angeles.

Along with the luncheon Chairs,
Barbara Poladian and Andrea Fehring,
committee members include Diana
Hekimian and Arpy Hindoyan, Cook's
Corner; Barbara Poladian, Invitations;
Tamara Goodrow Buuck and Sandy
Tomassian, Silent Auction; Geraldine
Chuchian, Patty Samarge and Kathy
Terzian, Ballroom Set Up; Liliana
Youssoufian, Reservations; Linda
Avazian and Cindy Norian, Raffle;
Marianne Zahka, Cashier; and Lily
Balian, Publicity.

Tickets for the luncheon are
$90.00. Sponsorships are available with
all donations benefitting the Ararat
Home of Los Angeles. For reserva-
tions and/or sponsorships, please con-
tact Liliana Youssoufian, 22409 S.
Summit Ridge Circle, Chatsworth, CA
91311, (818) 425-4852 or email:
alyous2000@yahoo.com.
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American Armenian Rose Float
Participating at the Tournament of Roses

PASADENA -
- The Pasadena
Tournament of
Roses has an-
nounced the 2017 |,
float entries that |
will participate in |¥
the 128th Rose
Parade presented
by Honda, themed
“Echoes of Suc-
cess,” and the
American Arme-
nian Rose Float
Association for a
third year in a row
will participate
with their float “Field of Dreams.”

The 2017 Pasadena Tournament
of Roses theme, “Echoes of Suc-
cess,” tells the story of how our
character has developed through the
selfless contributions of others and
celebrates their inspirational gifts. It
is a celebration for those people,
institutions and organizations that
help in the success of others.

Our successes are unique to
each of us. Success is not gauged by
the final score, not by how much
wealth we accumulate and should
not be weighed against the accom-
plishments of others. Success is
measured by our own personal satis-
faction in knowing that we achieved
our utmost by doing our best when
facing challenges.

But success cannot be achieved
alone. We need the support and in-
fluences of others. Family, teach-
ers, friends and coaches contribute
to our success. The cheering sec-
tion at the finish line. The hospital
volunteers. The teacher who stays
after school to help a struggling stu-
dent. The parents who drive to all of
the soccer games. The little sister who
says, “you can do it.”

These influences in our lives,
these people of selfless commitment,
these “Echoes of Success” make us
who we are. The 2017 theme cel-
ebrates those who have been instru-
mental in helping each of us and in
helping others achieve success. It’s
about the people and cultures that

Field OFf Dreamst

lend us a hand in reaching our desti-
nation.

The America Armenian Rose
Float Association will present to
the world the echoes of success of
the Armenian community featuring
three children atop a majestic
Artsakh (Karabagh) Stallion in the
foreground descending from his-
toric Mt. Ararat in the background
where Noah’s Arc came to rest.
Mt. Ararat has long stood as a
spiritual symbol of faith for people
around the world. Also growing
out from the soil of this snow-
capped mountain, a pomegranate
tree with a peacock, a symbol of
good fortune and fertility for Ar-
menians around the world.

The children atop the Artsakh
Stallion wear traditional Armenian
garments, hold symbols represent-
ing Literature, Music and Science,
paying tribute to the fields in which
this historic ancient people have con-
tributed to the collective human ex-
perience.

This year’s uplifting theme
“Echoes of Success” is represented
in this positive portrayal of the Ar-
menian culture paying homage to
accomplishments of Armenians in
the fields of music, literature and
science.

Join AARFA on December 11,
2016 for the Gala Under the Stars
unveiling our “Field of Dreams.” For
ticket information contact us at 626-
788-9622 or Info@AARFA.org

Armenia’s Iskander Missiles are ‘Antidote’

Continued frompage 1

ful settlement without casualties, they
must leave our lands,” Aliyev was re-
ported to say. We also do not want a war.
We just want to regain our territory.”

Sarkisian brushed aside Aliyev’s
threats on Wednesday in comments to
the Yerevan newspaper “Golos
Armenii.” “They should realize in Baku
that they cannot achieve a military
solution,” he said.

Speaking to Russia Today,
Sarkisian reiterated Yerevan’s claims
that Baku is reluctant to comply with
confidence-building agreements which
he and Aliyev reached at their last two
meetings held shortly after the April
escalation. The agreements brokered
by the mediators were meant to bolster
the ceasefire regime along the Karabakh
“line of contact,” including through

international investigations of armed
incidents occurring there.

The president further stated that
the Armenian side stands ready to
negotiate with Azerbaijan over a frame-
work peace deal proposed by the U.S.,
Russian and French co-chairs of the
OSCE Minsk Group. It is based on the
universally recognized principles of
territorial integrity of states, people’s
right to self-determination, and non-
use of force.

“We are ready for a resolution of
the issue on the basis of these three
principles, but only on the basis of
these three principles,” said Sarkisian.

Sarkisian said heand Aliyev nearly
signed such a peace accord at a 2011
summit in Kazan, Russia. Aliyev
scuttled the breakthrough with last-
minute demands for more Armenian
concessions, he claimed.
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FOLLOW US ON: Jhstngmm @Gaidzyo;

A MARTIAL ARTS - ORGANIZED by
GAIDZ YOUTH ORCANIZATIo

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS
* MARTIAL ARTS

%+ SELF-DEFENSE
< FOR MEN, WOMEN, CHILDREN & PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES OF ALL AGES
WORLD RECOGNIZED INSTRUCTOR
¢ FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES - GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS
» OFFICIAL OPENING is SCHEDULED on FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2016, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE, PASADENA, CA 91104
For registration and info text or leave message: 626-926-7224

Gaidz Youth Organization; a @ GaidzY outh
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