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MARTIAL ARTS -
GAIDZ YOUTH ORGANIZATION

MASTER SEVAK HAKOBYAN - 4"paN

INTERNATIONAL MASTER OF MARTIAL ARTS
WORLD RECOGNIZED MEMBER OF ADAPTIVE SPORTS

< FREE for PEOPLE With DISABILITIES -

» MARTIAL ARTS
» SELF-DEFENSE

+ SEPARATE GROUPS: MEN
+ WOMEN

+ CHILDREN

% PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
GREAT RATES for FAMILIES & STUDENTS
= OFFICTAL OPENING & DEMONSTRATION FRIDAY, JANUARY 20,2017, AT 5:30 PM
ADDRESS: 1060 NORTH ALLEN AVENUE. PASADENA, CA 91104
For registration and info contact Gaidz Youth Orgamzation: 626-926-7224; email: infol@gaidz.org

ORGANIZED by
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Members of Congress Call on
President Trump to Affirm
the Armenian Genocide Recognition

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Congres-
sional Caucus on Armenian Issues Co-
Chairs have written to their colleagues
in the U.S. House of Representatives
urging them to sign a letter to Presi-
dent Donald Trump to affirm the Ar-
menian Genocide, reported the Arme-
nian Assembly of America (Assem-
bly). Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs
Reps. Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ), David
Valadao (R-CA), Jackie Speier (D-CA),
David Trott (R-MI) and Vice-Chairs
Reps. Gus Bilirakis (R-FL) and Adam
Schiff (D-CA) are urging the White
House to honor the United States' his-
toric leadership in defending human rights
and to properly characterize the events
of 1915 as a genocide in this year's
presidential statement on April 24th.

In the "Dear Colleague" letter,
the Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs re-
called America's humanitarian inter-
vention: "Among the proudest chap-
ters in our shared history is America's
remarkable record of protesting the
Genocide and in caring for the survi-
vors of this crime." The letter high-

lighted the Near East Relief, a Con-
gressionally chartered humanitarian
organization which raised $116 million
(over $2.5 billion in 2017 dollars) to
aid the victims of the Ottoman Empire's
mass murder of millions of Arme-
nians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Greeks,
Pontians, Syriacs, and other perse-
cuted peoples.

Additionally, the letter states: "In
leading an honest and accurate Ameri-
can remembrance of this known case
of genocide, you will stand with Presi-
dent Reagan, who recognized the Ar-
menian Genocide in 1981, and the
Eisenhower Administration, which did
the same in a 1951 submission to the
International Court of Justice."

President Ronald Reagan squarely
acknowledged the Armenian Genocide
stating that "Like the genocide of the
Armenians before it, and the genocide
of the Cambodians which followed it -
and like too many other such persecu-
tions of too many other peoples - the
lessons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten."

Ohanian, Oskanian and Hovannisian
Form New Armenian Opposition Bloc

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Former
Defense Minister Seyran Ohanian and
former Foreign Ministers Vartan
Oskanian and Raffi Hovannisian set up
on Monday a new opposition alliance
which they said will seek to come to
power as a result of Armenia’s up-
coming parliamentary elections.

Thebloc will comprise Oskanian’s
Hamakhmbum (Consolidation) and
Hovannisian’s Zharangutyun (Heritage)
parties as well as several other, smaller
groups. A jointdeclaration signed by its
three top leaders calls for the formation
of a “new type of government” in the
country.

“Today the number one obstacle
to the development, prosperity, stabil-
ity and security of Armenia is the
current authorities,” Oskanian told re-
porters at the signing ceremony. “We

are convinced that with our joint ef-
forts and with the help of our people
we will win.”

“Today is a historic day in the
modern history of Armenia,”
Hovannisian said for his part. “We
are sure that this illegitimate gov-
ernment is living its last days,” he
claimed.

Hovannisian, who served as
Armenia’s first foreign minister in
1991-1992, made a final decision to
join forces with Oskanian and Ohanian
at the weekend over strong objections
voiced by some senior members of his
party. The dissenters say Zharangutyun
must not team up with the two former
ministers because they both were in-
volved in former President Robert

Continued on page4

President Hollande:

“Karabakh Conflict Settlement Enshrined in
the Madrid Principles”

PARIS -- President of France
Frangois Hollande plans to discuss
Nagorno Karabakh conflict with his
Armenian counterpart Serzh Sarkisian
during the latter’s visit to Paris, French
President Frangois Hollande said at the
annual dinner of the Coordination Coun-
cil of the Armenian Organizations of
France, Armenpress reports.

“France bears special responsi-
bility for this issue as a Minsk Group
Co-chair country together with the
USA and Russia. We are in haste, and
haste really exists, to find a solution to
this issue since the dreadful incidents
of April 2-4 of the last year reminded
us that every day or nearly every day a

death cases is recorded in Karabakh.
Therefore, we have to act to prevent
clashes”, the French President said.
“Clashes are over, dialogue has
started and ceasefire is reached but we
cannot be satisfied by a ceasefire,
since it is not a solution. We have to
launch real talks aimed at the conflict
resolution. It will be a huge mistake to
think that the situation has stabilized.
We have to refer to the elements nec-
essary for the conflict settlement en-
shrined in the Madrid principles. We
also know that when those principles
are applied, they should be based on

Continued on page3

International Hackers Embezzle
Large-Scale Money from Armenian Banks
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YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
According to the information provided
by the National Security Service of
Armenia (NSS), a specialized interna-
tional criminal group is operating in the
post-Soviet area. The group embezzles
money by submitting emails, which
contain malware software.

“Underscoring the security of
personal data, corporate secrets and
financial information the RA National
Security Service calls on physical and
legal entities to demonstrate healthy
suspicion towards the revived emails,
toimmediately delete the ones received
from non-official addresses or of un-
known origin, or to undertake other
safety measures.

Armenia’s NSS informs that an
embezzlement case in the above-men-
tioned manner has also been uncov-
ered in Armenia. The members of the
criminal group composed of foreign
citizens have submitted dozens of fake
emails containing malware programs
to the email addresses of the staff of a
commercial bank operation in Arme-
nia. The emails were sent on behalf of
a state agency of Armenia. Through
the malware the group managed to
penetrate into the bank’s local area
network and obtained the information
stored there.

Later on, remote access soft-

Continued on page3
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Armenia Sends Second Cargo of
Humanitarian Aid to Syria

YEREVAN (Armenpress) --
With the assistance of Russia, Ar-
menia has sent another humanitarian
aid cargo to Syria.

The aircraft, loaded with food
products and other first-necessity
items took off from Yerevan’s
Erebuni airport and landed in Latakia,
Syria.

Vigen Sargsian, defense min-
ister of Armenia, reminded report-
ers this is the second time humani-
tarian aid is being sent to Syria at
the order of President Serzh
Sarkisian. “Within the framework
of CSTO, our Russian partners made
an offer to join efforts and provide
such assistance together, with the
participation of other CSTO mem-
ber states as well. And, responding
to this offer, Armenia initiated the
delivery of this humanitarian aid.
And we are very grateful to the
Russian side, that it enables the de-
livery of this humanitarian aid by
providing the cargo aircraft”, the
minister said.

The defense minister attaches
importance to this step, because Ar-
menia itself has numerous times felt
the importance of international hu-
manitarian aid. “This is especially
important in the case of the Syrian
people, because we very well re-
member that it was the Syrian people
who opened their doors and wel-
comed Armenians a century ago dur-
ing the worst disaster that happened

to the Armenian people. All of us
hope that peace will be established
in Syria very soon and people will
return to their normal lives. But until
then, we will continue supporting
the Syrian people as much as we
can, and all those who are in need”,
the minister said.

The Armenian humanitarian aid
will be equally distributed to all those
who are in need. Armenian and In-
ternational structures engaged in hu-
manitarian assistance will handle the
distribution of the aid in Syria. “Over-
all, we delivered 40 tons of cargo to
Syria. The aid will be delivered to
everyone in need”, Sargsian said.

“I think humanitarian aid
doesn’t recognize nationality, and
we would like this aid to be distrib-
uted equally to all inneed. And people
who appear in difficult situations
usually quickly form the ability of
assisting each other. I am sure the
way will be found to deliver this
humanitarian aid to everyone in need,
regardless of ethnicity”, Sargsian
said.

The minister added, as humani-
tarian aid Armenia is sending food
products and first-necessity items,
everything which people in that situ-
ation might need.

The Armenian Government al-
located more than 46 million AMD
from the reserve fund to send hu-
manitarian aid to the people affected
by the Syrian conflict.

Mayor of Paris to Award Garo Paylan
With City Medal

PARIS -- During the annual din-
ner of the Coordinating Council of
Armenian Organizations of France,
Anne Hidalgo, Mayor of Paris, has
expressed her support to all her friends
of Armenia who are threatened world-
wide.

Nouvelles d'Armenie reported on
this occasion the Mayor announced
her intentions on awarding Garo Paylan,
the ethnic Armenian lawmaker of
Turkey’s Parliament, with the Medal
of City of Paris.

In her speech Hidalgo also com-
mented on her visit to Yerevan. “It’s
very rare for me to have such a clear
feeling of true identical culture in
another city”, she said. At the same
time, she stressed she is stunned by
the modernity of Yerevan, namely by

her visit to TUMO center. “Upon
departing, I thought what can Paris
give to Yerevan, upon returning I
thought how can Yerevan convey
its innovative ideas and dynamics to
Paris”, Hidalgo said.
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Amnesty International Calls for Immediate
Release of Aleksander Lapshin

LONDON -- Amnesty Interna-
tional has condemned the extradition
from Belarus to Azerbaijan of Rus-
sian-Israeli blogger Alexander
Lapshin who has visited Nagorno-
Karabakh in the past and demanded
his immediate release from
Azerbaijani custody.

In a weekend statement, the
London-based human rights group
said “Upon transfer to Baku on 7
February, Alexander Lapshin was
taken immediately into custody. In
Azerbaijan, he is at risk of torture
and other ill-treatment as well as an
unfair trial. The criminal proceed-
ings against Alexander Lapshin
should be terminated, and he should
be released immediately.”

“Amnesty International takes
the view that the extradition and
charges against Aleksandr Lapshin
are a means of targeting him princi-
pally in connection with his blogs, in
particular his criticism of the
Azerbaijani border control system
and the country’s social inequality,”
said the statement.

“The charge of “public appeals
against the state” has no legal basis,
as the criticism of the Azerbaijani
authorities in his blog falls entirely
within the scope of his right to free-
dom of expression. With regard to
the criminal charge of illegal border
crossing, the organization maintains
that irregular entry should not be
treated as a criminal offence. As
such, Amnesty International consid-
ers that his detention is arbitrary and
calls for the criminal proceedings
against Aleksandr Lapshin to be ter-
minated. He should be released im-
mediately,” the statement reads.

“Concerns were raised regard-
ing the conditions of Aleksander
Lapshin’s detention in Belarus where
he was held at the pre-trial detention
centre (SIZO) #1 in Minsk. He is
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also at risk of torture and other ill-
treatment while in custody in
Azerbaijan.”

“The Azerbaijani authorities
have persistently failed to investi-
gate allegations of torture and other
ill-treatment and the Azerbaijani
courts have on numerous occasions
admitted as evidence “confessions”
obtained under torture. In extradit-
ing Aleksander Lapshin to Azerbaijan,
where he is at risk of torture and
other ill-treatment, amongst other
human rights violations, the
Belarusian authorities have failed to
adhere to their obligations under in-
ternational human rights law. Belarus
ratified the UN Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman
or Degrading Treatment or Punish-
ment in 1998, according to which
“no State Party shall expel, return or
extradite a person to another State
where there are substantial grounds
for believing that he would be in
danger of being subjected to tor-
ture.”

Lapshin’s February 7 extradi-
tion has been criticized by Russia
and Armenia as well as the New
York-based Committee to Protect
Journalists. Dunja Mijatovic, the
OSCE representative on press free-
dom, has likewise expressed “dis-
may” at his demonstrative arrest by
masked and heavily armed men at
the Baku airport.

Three Sentenced to Life in Prison
Over Murder of Armenian Man in Istanbul

ISTANBUL (Armradio) -- An
Istanbul court, on Feb. 9, ordered life
sentences for three of 12 suspects
accused of murdering an elderly
Istanbul-Armenian last year, the
Hurriyet Daily News reports.

Three arrested suspects — Aram
Hovhannisyan, Artur Ayvazyan and
Serge Mikaelyan—all citizens of Arme-
nia, were given life in jail for “volun-
tary manslaughter” and were sentenced
to at least 25 years for both “attempted
murder” and “looting and damage to
property.”

The court ordered the acquittal
of nine other suspects who were re-
lated to the incident.

Ayvazyan pleaded not guilty, say-
ing they did not mean to kill and just
intended to commit robbery.

One of the other suspects,
Hovhanisyan, also said they did not in-
tend to kill anyone, saying “if we wanted
to kill we would have just done so.”

“We just went there for robbery.
We did not have any masks. I tied [the
victim] but I didn’t hurt him,” he
added.

The incident occurred on Feb. 6,
2016 in the Sisli district of Istanbul.

Hagop Yakup Demirci, 85, was
found dead in his apartment on Feb. 6.
Burglars had left him and his wife Seta
Ayda Demirci, 79, hogtied inside their
apartment and stole some 100,000
Turkish Liras.

An Istanbul prosecutor demanded
the arrest of 15 suspects on 13 differ-
ent criminal charges including homi-
cide and looting in relation to the inci-
dent.

The court ruled for the arrest of
three suspects on charges of “homi-
cide,” “looting,” “seizure,” and “viola-
tion of dwelling immunity.” Twelve
women were released from detention
upon a judicial control decision.

A special team formed of officers
from the homicide bureau of the Istanbul
Police Department Public Order Unit
captured three of the 15 initial suspects
in the Black Sea province of Trabzon
late on Feb. 9, while five other suspects
who are reported to have helped com-
mit the burglary were captured in
Istanbul on the same day.
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Vartan Gregorian Honored with
Chevalier of the French Legion of Honor

NEW YORK — Vartan Gregorian,
president of Carnegie Corporation of
New York, was awarded the medal of
Chevalier of the French Legion of
Honor at a ceremony at the Cultural
Services of the French Embassy in
New York City on February 9. The
French ambassador to the United
States, Gérard Araud, presented the
insignia to Gregorian in recognition of
his three-decade effort to strengthen
Franco-American relations, advance
links between French and American
institutions of higher education, and
promote the study of French culture
and language.

Napoleon Bonaparte established
the Legion of Honor, considered
France’s highest honor, in 1802 to
reward extraordinary accomplishments
and outstanding services rendered to
France. In 1908 Andrew Carnegie, the
founder of the Corporation and many
other sister institutions, received the
Commander of the Legion of Honor
when he was president of the New
York Peace Society. He was given the
award for helping build the Peace Pal-
acein The Hague and for being “a good
citizen of all the world.” At the cer-
emony, Carnegie said, “I do find with
every successive year of my life that [
take higher and higher views, that I
think more and more of humanity, that
I have brighter and brighter visions of
the future.”

Ambassador Araud noted that
Gregorian, like Carnegie, shared
France’s democratic ideals of liberty
and equality.

“Vartan Gregorian is a visionary
and a living example of the modern
man of letters, for whom education
and knowledge is the key to opportu-
nity and peace,” said Ambassador
Araud. “Itis through cultural exchanges
and by opening new pathways of co-
operation that we promote understand-
ing in the world. Vartan Gregorian has
been a true partner in our advancement
of dual language education in public
schools. His love for the French lan-
guage and culture has been a pleasure
to discover.”

“I am fortunate and most grate-
ful to France and to your government
for bestowing this singular honor upon
me,” said Gregorian. “I owe much to
France and to French culture because
they provided the foundation for my
formal education, starting in Beirut at
the Collége Arménien. Throughout my
youth and career, the ideals of the

Enlightenment and the legacy of the
French Revolution—Iliberté, égalité,
fraternité—have been sources of in-
spiration for me.”

Inaddition to Carnegie, two other
previous Corporation presidents have
received the Legion of Honor: Fred
Keppel, in 1911, prior to his tenure at
the foundation and while he was dean
of Columbia University and secretary
of the American Association for Inter-
national Conciliation; and Henry
Pritchett, in 1922, while he served as
acting president of the Corporation.

For Gregorian, this is the second
time the French government has rec-
ognized his efforts to promote Franco-
American relations. In 1986 Gregorian
was named an Officer of the Order of
Arts and Letters, an honor given to
eminent artists and writers, and others
who have contributed significantly to
furthering the arts in France and
throughout the world. Members of the
Order include Agnes Gund, Richard
Meier, Robert Paxton, and Meryl
Streep. Gregorian received the honor
for his work as president of The New
York Public Library, where he strength-
ened the French language holdings and
launched acclaimed exhibitions on the
Statue of Liberty and the French Revo-
lution, each accompanied by impor-
tant scholarly publications and related
programming.

Throughout his distinguished
career at several U.S. institutions of
higher education, Gregorian, who is
multilingual, worked assiduously to
promote the study of French language
and culture. As founding dean of the
Faculty of Arts and Sciences and sub-
sequently provost at the University of
Pennsylvania, he helped strengthen the
ties and promoted scholarly exchanges
between Penn and the Sorbonne, and
helped preserve the high academic
standing of Penn’s Department of
Romance Languages.

The Legion of Honor is com-
prised of five different classes, in-
cluding Chevalier, and may be
awarded to foreign citizens, although
such recognition is relatively rare. In
recent decades, American honorees
have included poet John Ashbery,
ballet dancer Mikhail Baryshnikov,
musician Ray Charles, operatic so-
prano Renée Fleming, author Norman
Mailer, singer and actress Barbra
Streisand, and hundreds of World
War II veterans who defended
France.

Stolen Urartu Era Bronze Antiquities
Found in a Truck in Hungary

BUDAPEST (AP) — Some ob-
jects in a trove of Persian, Sumerian,
Assyrian and other antiquities found
last year in a truck could be from as
early as 900 B.C., and the whole col-
lection may be worth up to $690,000,
Hungarian police said Wednesday.

Bronze artifacts, including a hel-
met, small bells and horse tack, were
likely from the grave of a high-ranking
military officer from Urartu, also called
the Kingdom of Van, corresponding
mostly to parts of modern Armenia
and Turkey, the Bacs-Kiskun County
police department said in a statement.

The 115 objects, also including
14 Roman gold coins and some high-
quality forgeries, were found during a
routine search on Sept. 29 of a truck
going to Lithuania. None of the recov-
ered objects was found to be from a
museum or private collection.

Experts said that that such a large
assortment of objects had never been
recovered before from an Urartu grave
and speculated that other artifacts also
taken fromthe grave, such as the officer's
weapons and shields, may have been
sold separately by the finders.

Police have recommended that
the 50-year-old Turkish driver, who
said a man in Istanbul paid him 300
euros ($320) to take the loot to Poland,
be charged with receiving stolen goods.

The haul is being kept for now at

the Museum of Fine Arts in Budapest.
sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk

Urartu, also known as Kingdom
of Van, was an Iron Age kingdom
centered on Lake Van in the Armenian
Highlands. It corresponds to the bibli-
cal Kingdom of Ararat.

The landscape corresponds to the
mountainous plateau between Anatolia,
Mesopotamia, the Iranian Plateau, and
the Caucasus Mountains, later known
as the Armenian Highlands. The king-
dom rose to power in the mid-ninth
century BC, but went in gradual decline
and was eventually conquered by the
Medes in the early sixth century BC.
The heirs of Urartu are the Armenians
and their successive kingdoms.

President Hollande
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the right to self-determination of
Nagorno Karabakh and for the pur-
pose of taking this path France will
organize a new meeting with Armenia
and Azerbaijan”, Frangois Hollande
stressed.

Referring to Armenian-Turkish
relations, the French President noted
that the reconciliation process remains
in a dead point.

“I assure France will do its best so
as land border between Armenia and
Turkey finally opens”, Hollande said.

Hollande referred to the decision
of the Constitutional Council to revoke
certain amendments to the Equality and
Citizenship Act, including those related
to the criminalization of genocide denial,
Nouvelles d’ Armenie reports.

“To deny the massacres of yes-
terday is to authorize the massacres of
today,” Hollande said. “I welcome the
quality of the work of Jean-Paul Costa,
which was the basis for an amendment

during the debate on the Equality and
Citizenship Act,” said Francois
Hollande, and stressed that “it is nec-
essary to continue to act.” He de-
scribed it as “a fight for truth, not for
a cause.”

He then announced that amission
was launched last October by educa-
tion minister Najat Vallaud-Belkacem
and chaired by Vincent Duclert to look
for measures to “institute a day of
National commemoration of all geno-
cides, war crimes and thus the Arme-
nian genocide.”

Lastly, he stressed the contri-
bution of the French Armenians to
the Republic. “We are here to talk
about the best of France. Because
you are the best of France,” he told
Armenians.

“Even beyond the month of May,
I will always be at your side, as [ have
always been. I will not have the same
responsibility, but I will have the same
conviction,” Francois Hollande con-
cluded.

International Hackers Embezzle
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ware was installed on one of the bank’s
servers the application of which has
undermined the normal work of the
automated teller machines of the bank.
Later, after arriving Armenia, the mem-
bers of the criminal group managed to
unlawfully withdraw and appropriate
significant amount of money totalling
to 133 million AMD (US $270,000)
from 22 ATMs located in differed
parts of Yerevan and Abovyan cities.

The identities of the three indi-
viduals responsible for the mentioned

crime have been revealed. They are
HennadiKara, Yurii Abband Oleksander
Mirchev. The individuals have been
involved as defendants within the crimi-
nal case launched by Armenia’s NSS.
International search has been declared
against them.

Currently, in cooperation with
foreign competent bodies measures
are taken to reveal other people in-
volved in the crime.

The NSS informs that despite their
hidden manner, cyber-crimes also leave
some ‘traces” behind that allow to com-
pletely uncover the illicit mechanism.
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Armenian American Business Council to
Participate in 2017 Los Angeles Travel Show

LOS ANGELES -- Armenian
American Business Council, in close
cooperation with the Consulate Gen-
eral of Armenia, has once again de-
cided to attend the Los Angeles Travel
& Adventure Show on February 18-
19, 2017, one of the largest tourism
expos in the country. The organization
hopes to inspire further growth in the
Tourism sectors of Armenian and
Karabakh by speaking with leaders of
the tourism industry who will be at-
tending the event.

In the past, AABC has received
many commendations from fellow at-
tendees for our participation and dedi-
cation to showing the wonders of Ar-
meniaand Artsakh in the clearest light.
Last year, AABC was awarded “Best
New Exhibitor” for the design of our
booth, and hope to yet again impress
attendees as we encourage everyone
to experience everything Armenia and
Artsakh have to offer.

Participating in the Travel & Ad-
venture Show will also be a delegation
headed by the International Business

Relations Support Council of the Arme-
nian Parliament, along with various en-
trepreneurs and public sector represen-
tatives from the Republic of Armenia.

The Armenian community of
greater Southern California is highly
encouraged to attend the event, visit
the AABC booth and spend the day at
the Los Angeles Convention Center.

-The Armenian American Busi-
ness Council is a non-profit organiza-
tion seeking to encourage investment
and growth in the economic sectors of
Armenia, working to provide access to
the vast American markets for Arme-
nian entrepreneurs, and promoting
stronger bilateral economic, trade and
commercial relations between the
United States and the Republic of Ar-
menia by facilitating linkages between
U.S. and Armenia-based business com-
munities, by way of sector-specific
trade shows, business expos, and pro-
fessional conferences.

For Immediate Contact: (818)
660-0757 Email:
aabc.usinfo@gmail.com

Ohanian, Oskanian and Hovannisian
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Kocharian’s deadly 2008 crackdown
on opposition protesters.

Oskanian was a key member of
the Kocharian administration, having
served as foreign minister throughout
the ex-president’s 1998-2008 rule.
Ohanian was the chief of the Arme-
nian army’s General Staff during the
2008 crackdown that followed a dis-
puted presidential election. He be-
came defense minister shortly after-
wards.

President Serzh Sarkisian sacked
Ohanian in October as part of a gov-
ernment reshuffle. The former de-
fense chief announced his decision to
participate in the April 2 parliamen-
tary elections later in 2016. He has
increasingly criticized the state of
affairs in the country since then.

Ohanian again called for “sys-
temic changes” in Armenia as he for-
mally entered into the electoral alli-
ance with the two opposition leaders.
He said their bloc’s main objective is
to “form a government.”

The three former ministers were
also due to be joined by Victor
Dallakian, who resigned as a deputy
chief of Sarkisian’s staff in October.
Dallakian announced his Third Re-
public party’s withdrawal from their
alliance earlier on Monday, however,

saying that he was excluded from the
top ten positions on its list of election
candidates.

Dallakian claimed that General
Samvel Babayan, Nagorno-Kara-
bakh’s former top military com-
mander, presented the pecking or-
der and urged him to accept it when
they met on February 6. “I rejected
Samvel Babayan’s proposals,” he
told a news conference.

“Babayan represents
[Oskanian’s] Hamakhmbum and
lobbies for Hamakhmbum,” added
Dallakian.

Tert.am cited Babayan as essen-
tially confirming these claims. He said
he is backing the new opposition bloc
to help “save this country.”

Babayan, who is critical of
Armenia’s current leadership, led
Karabakh’s Armenian-backed De-
fense Army from 1993-1999. Ohanian
was the chief of the army staff during
most of his tenure. Babayan criticized
Ohanian’s sacking in October.

Babayan’s involvement in the
bloc could stoke media speculation
about its ties to Kocharian. The ex-
president, who has had a close rap-
port with the once powerful Karabakh
general, is also unhappy with the cur-
rent authorities in Yerevan. He has not
yet commented on the upcoming elec-
tions.
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Special Lecture on the Armenians
of the Levant

GLENDALE --
UCLA Doctoral Can-
didate, Scott
Abramson will
present a special lec-
ture titled, The Ar-
menians of the Le-
vant: The Region’s
Unsung Modernizers
and Builders on Tues-
day, February 28,
2017 at 7:30 pm at
Abril Bookstore-415
E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Admission
is free.

Of the Levant’s
Armenians, it might
well be said without
risking exaggeration
that no other of the
region’s many minorities has contrib-
uted so much to, and in so many
departments of, Levantine life. Indeed,
Armenians can claim credit for found-
ing some of the Levant’s first and
most advanced hospitals, for design-
ing some of its most iconic civic build-
ings, and for introducing photogra-
phy—the technology and the industry
alike—to the region. That these and
many other productive contributions
were made by a community more lim-
ited innumber and influence than nearly
all of the Levant’s other minorities
crowns the Armenians’ achievements
with still more glory. Yet, for all the

Armenians
of.the

Levant

ial Lecture by

Armenians’ enrichment of Levantine
experience, recognition of their con-
tributions is lacking, not just in the
regional consciousness, but in the rel-
evant historiography too. This lecture,
which profiles some of the modern
Levant’s unsung Armenian builders
and modernizers, presents a modest
corrective to this popular and schol-
arly oversight.

Scott Abramson is a scholar of
the modern Levant, the author of sev-
eral articles—academic and popular—
on the region’s history, and a doctoral
candidate in UCLA’s Department of
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures.

Armenian Studies Program at Fresno State
to Hold 29th Annual Banquet

FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud-
ies Program of California State Uni-
versity, Fresno, will hold its 29th An-
nual Banquet on Sunday, March 19,
2017 at the Fort Washington Country
Club in Fresno and this year will cel-
ebrate the 40th anniversary of the Pro-
gram.

Over the past 40 years the Pro-
gram has educated thousands of stu-
dents in areas of Armenian history, art,
language, literature, and culture. The
Program’s faculty have achieved in-
ternational distinction and the Annual
Lecture series has brought diverse and
interesting speakers to campus.

This year’s Banquet will feature
Dr. Mary Papazian, President of San
Jose State University. Dr. Papazian, a
leader with more than 25 years of
teaching and academic experience, was
appointed President on July 1, 2016.
She most recently served as president
of Southern Connecticut State Univer-
sity (SCSU) in New Haven, Conn.
Born and raised in Southern California,
Papazian holds a bachelor’s, master’s
and Ph.D. in English from the Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).

Fresno State President Dr. Jo-
seph 1. Castro will attend the Annual
Banquet, which brings together Fresno
State students, faculty, administrators,
and the community, to celebrate the
achievements of the Program and its

students.

Student recipients of Armenian
Studies scholarships and grants for
2016-2017 will be recognized at the
Banquet. Students who are graduating
with a Minor in Armenian Studies will
also be recognized.

Thereception will beginat5:00PM
followed by the Banquet at 6:00PM.

Tickets are available at $50 per
person, with a special price of $25 for
Fresno State students and Fresno State
faculty. Reservations for tables of 10
are also being accepted.

For more information about the
Banquet, please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 559-278-2669 or
visit our website at fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

www.massispost.com
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