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Siamanto B. Maronian
818/269-0909

i JIN SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975
More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

» Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
» Long Term Care

» Disability

X

Blug Cross

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements « Insurance « Prescriptions DrugsRX « Benefits

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

= Estate Planning

« Will & Living Trust
= Full Annual Review
« Mortgage Protection *IRA
= College Planning

lud ¥Aetna Heﬂqef % i

Cigna  KAISER PERMANENTE.

« Employee Benefits
= Annuity

*401K & 403B

A Better Cecision

300 N. Lake Ave. Suite 500
Pasadena, CA 91101
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Uywhnyuwignpnephoap WGhpwdtnun £

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top
of your priority list.
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Organized by

Utid Entintth 100+2-pn muptinupah winpht
In commemoration of

100+2 Anniversary of The Armenian Genocide

GAIDZ Youth Organization & ACA San Gabriel Chapter

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF

UUNrw

COMMEMORATING
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

“HOPE FOR THE FUTURE”

Sunday April 23, 2017

Uhpwih Qwyphy 23, 2017
MEMORIAL PARK

PASADENA

85 Holly Street, Pasadena, CA 91101

Starting at 7:00 pm
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MAGIC OF FLAVORS
Join to support HOMENMEN Soccer Team
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KHOKOZIAN - One of HOMENMEN's best soccer player, DJ -
Maximum entertainment all night guaranteed.

Saturday, April 1% 2017, starting @8:30pm
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Entrance Donation $30; Reserve your seats at: 818-384-2987 or 626-354-5924
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Sarkisian Calls for Russian-Armenian
Defense Venture in Gyumri

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has suggested
that the Russian and Armenian govern-
ments setup a “‘joint military-industrial
complex” in Gyumri, which is home to
the headquarters of a Russian military
base in Armenia.

In an article published by the
Moscow daily “Izvestia” on Tuesday,
Sarkisian did not elaborate on the pro-
posed joint defense venture. He said
only that it would help to modernize
the Russian base, serve as a “plat-
form” for Russian arms exports to
neighboring states and create jobs in
Armenia’s second largest city beset by
high unemployment.

Moscow and Yerevan signed in
2013 an agreement on joint manufac-
turing and maintenance of weapons
and other military equipment. Seyran
Ohanian, Armenia’s defense minister
at the time, said it will enable the
Armenian defense industry to work
with Russian arms manufacturers “on
privileged terms.”

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin
inspected Russian troops in Gyumri
when he visited Armenia later in 2013.

Sarkisian emphasized this fact in his
article timed to coincide with the start
of his official visit to Moscow. He is
scheduled to meet with Putin on
Wednesday.

The current Armenian defense
minister, Vigen Sargsian, said last
month that the Russian military pres-
ence remains a “very important” ele-
ment of Armenia’s national security
strategy.

The Russian base headquartered
in Gyumri is thought to have up to
5,000 military personnel as well as
hundreds of tanks, armored vehicles
and artillery systems, and more than a
dozen MiG-29 fighter jets. Moscow
has bolstered it with helicopter gun-
ships and other military hardware since
a 2010 Russian-Armenian agreement
extended its basing rights in Armenia
by 24 years, until 2044.

Writing in “Izvestia,” President
Sarkisian described Russia as his
country’s “strategic ally.” He pointed
out that the two nations agreed last
year to reinforce a joint system of air
defense and a Russian-Armenian mili-
tary force originally set up in 2000.

Armenian Genocide Awareness Campaign
Billboards: A Message of Peace to Turkey
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BOSTON — Peace of Art’s 2017
campaign of Genocide awareness has
began. In commemoration ofthe 102nd
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, starting March 10th to April 30th
2017, on seven locations Rte. 1A in
Lynn, Rte. 1 in Malden, 495 in Methuen,
and on April Ist on South East Ex-
pressway Boston MA.

Peace of Art will display a mes-
sage of peace on electronic billboards,
calling on the international community
to recognize the first genocide of the
20th century, the Armenian Genocide.

Daniel Varoujan Hejinian, Peace
of Artpresident, explained “April 2017
is the month of remembrance of the
Holocaust and all genocides in the
world, and on this occasion we are
calling on Turkey to recognize the
Armenian genocide by honoring the
memory of the innocent victims of all
genocides. The billboards reflect the

historical moment, when His Holiness
Karekin II, together with Pope Francis
onbehalfofthe Armenian and Catholic
community worldwide, released doves
soaring towards Mt. Ararat, sending a
message of peace to Turkey to recog-
nize the Armenian genocide.”

Every year since 1996, Hejinian
has been displaying the Armenian Geno-
cide commemorative billboards. In2003
Peace of Art, Inc., began to sponsor
the Armenian Genocide Commemora-
tive Billboards. In 2015, Peace of Art,
Inc. launched its Armenian Genocide
Centennial awareness billboard cam-
paign, “100 Billboards for 100 Years
of Genocide,” in the U.S. and Canada
to commemorate not only the victims
of the Armenian Genocide but also the
victims of all genocides.

Peace of Art, Inc., is a non-profit

Continued onpage3

President Trump’s Former Aide
Registered as Lobbying Agent for Turkey

WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s former national
security adviser, Michael Flynn, who
was fired from his prominent White
House job last month, has registered
with the Justice Department as a for-
eign agent for $530,000 worth of lob-
bying work before Election Day that
may have aided the Turkish govern-
ment.

Paperwork filed Tuesday with
the Justice Department’s Foreign Agent
Registration Unit said Flynn and his
firm were voluntarily registering for
lobbying from August through No-
vember that “could be construed to
have principally benefited the Republic
of Turkey.” It was filed by a lawyer on
behalf of the former U.S. Army lieu-
tenant general and intelligence chief.

After his firm’s work on behalf
of'a Turkish company was done, Flynn
agreed not to lobby for five years after
leaving government service and never
to represent foreign governments.

Under the Foreign Agent Regis-
tration Act, U.S. citizens who lobby on
behalf of foreign government or politi-
cal entities must disclose their work to
the Justice Department. Willfully fail-
ing to register is a felony, though the
Justice Department rarely files crimi-
nal charges in such cases. It routinely
works with lobbying firms to get back
in compliance with the law by register-
ing and disclosing their work.

A Turkish businessman who hired
Flynn’s consulting firm told The As-
sociated Press on Wednesday that the
amended filings were made inresponse
to pressure from Justice Department
officials in recent weeks. The busi-
nessman, Ekim Alptekin, said in aphone
call from Istanbul that the changes
were a response to “political pressure”
and he did not agree with Flynn’s
decision to file the registration docu-
ments with the Justice Department.

Flynn’s attorney did not respond
to questions about whether the Justice
Department or FBI had contacted Flynn
about his lobbying activities.

Flynn’s consulting firm, Flynn
Intel Group Inc., had previously dis-
closed to Congress that it worked for
Inovo BV, a Dutch-based company
owned by Alptekin. But neither Flynn
nor his company had previously filed
paperwork with the Justice Depart-
ment, which requires more extensive
transparency about work that benefits
foreign governments and political in-
terests.

In the filings with the Justice
Department, Flynn’s attorney, Robert
Kelner, noted they served as a termina-
tion of the registration, saying the firm
had ceased operations in November,
the same month the lobbying contract
ended.

Continued on page 2

Francois Hollande Calls for
International Sanctions Against
Ceasefire Violations in Karabakh Conflict

PARIS (RFE/RL) — France’s
outgoing President Francois Hollande
has reportedly spoken of the need for
international “sanctions” against
ceasefire violations in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.

Hollande expressed concern at a
recentupsurge in deadly fighting along
the Armenian-Azerbaijani “line of con-
tact” around Karabakh after talks held
with his Armenian counterpart Serzh
Sarkisian in Paris late on Wednesday.

AFP quoted Hollande as saying
that the conflicting parties should “avoid
a repeat of the incidents that have
erupted in recent weeks and months.”
He also called for the introduction of
“verification mechanisms” which
would “prevent and even sanction ac-
tions that might be contrary to peace,”
according to the French news agency.

Hosting a state dinner in
Sarkisian’s honor later in the evening,
Hollande emphasized the urgency of a
compromise solution to the conflict
which he said should be based on the
so-called “Madrid principles” put for-
ward by France, Russia and the United
States.” “Nothing is as bad as the
status quo,” the Armenian presidential

Paris

redi 8 mars 2017

press service cited him as saying.

Paris, Moscow and Washington
have long been spearheading interna-
tional efforts to end the Karabakh con-
flict in their capacity as co-chairs of
the OSCE Minsk Group.

Truce violations in Karabakh in-
tensified last month, involving mortars
and other light artillery. At least five
Azerbaijani soldiers were killed on Feb-
ruary 25 in Azerbaijani attacks at two
sections of Karabakh “line of con-
tact.” The Azerbaijani military denied
launching incursions there, while ad-
mitting that its soldiers died in the no-
man’s land just east of Karabakh.
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YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —
Azerbaijan has made clear that it will
not allow the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe to deploy
monitors on the Armenian-Azerbaijani
frontlines around Nagorno-Karabakh.

“In the absence of withdrawal of
the Armenian troops from the occu-
pied territories, such a deployment
would lead only to further consolida-
tion of the status quo and prolongation
of the conflict,” the Azerbaijani mis-
sion to the OSCE headquarters in
Vienna said on Thursday.

The presidents of Armenia and
Azerbaijani agreed to the expansion of
a small OSCE team periodically moni-
toring ceasefire in the Karabakh con-
flict zone when they met in the Aus-
trian capital in May last year. The
talks, hosted by then-U.S. Secretary
of State John Kerry and Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov, came
just over a month after the outbreak of
the worst fighting along the Karabakh
“line of contact” in over two decades.

In a joint statement issued at the
time, Lavrov, Kerry and a senior French
official said Presidents Ilham Aliyev
and Serzh Sarkisian also pledged to
“finalize in the shortest possible time”
a mechanism for OSCE investigations
of ceasefire violations. None of these
two measures backed by Armenia has
been put into practice to date.

“Unfortunately, we are faced with
introduction of unacceptable elements
such as deployment of OSCE observ-
ers to the Line of Confrontation, which
is a change of modus operandi of [the
Office of the Personal Representative
of the OSCE Chairperson-in-Office]
andnotin line with agreements reached
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Azerbaijan Blocks OSCE Truce Monitors
in Karabakh

at the level of Presidents,” the
Azerbaijani mission said in a statement
read out at Thursday’s meeting of the
OSCE’s Permanent Council.

“Azerbaijan cannotacceptsuch a
dangerous development in the conflict
zone as it contradicts the very purpose
of entire [OSCE] Minsk process,” it
added.

The existing OSCE team led by
Andzrej Kasprzyk consists of a handful
of officials who regularly travel to
Karabakh and the Armenian-Azerbaijani
border to briefly monitor the parties’
compliance with the ceasefire regime.
The Azerbaijani statement suggests that
the OSCE would like to not only expand
the largely symbolic mission but also
have the monitors stationed in or around
Karabakh.

Baku has been just as reluctant to
allow international investigations of
truce violations there. The Russian
Foreign Ministry revealed in Novem-
ber that Aliyev said “there is no need to
investigate armed incidents” at a fol-
low-up meeting with Sarkisian held in
Saint-Petersburg in June. Yerevan has
since repeatedly accused Baku of walk-
ing away from the confidence-build-
ing agreements.

Armenia to Establish Consulate General
in Erbil, Iraqi Kurdistan

YEREVAN -- Armenia will es-
tablish a Consulate General in Erbil,
Capital of Iraqi Kurdistan. A corre-
sponding decree has been signed by
President Serzh Sarkisian.

According to the decree, the con-
sular district will encompass the
Kurdistan Region (Ebril, Suleymania,
Dohuk).

In February 2015, Armenia’s
Ambassador to Iraq Karin Grigorian
met with Falah Mustafa, Foreign Min-
ister of the Kurdistan Regional Gov-
ernment (KRG) in Erbil to discuss
bilateral relations.

At the time, Gregorian said that
the president and Armenian govern-

ment were committed to establishing
and strengthening ties with the
Kurdistan Region and briefed Minister
Mustafa on the opening of Armenia’s
consulate general in Erbil.

The relations between Armenia
and Iraq have significantly progressed
in the recent 5-6 years, particularly,
the Embassy of Iraq has reopened in
Yerevan, sessions of Armenian-Iraqi
inter-governmental commission on
economic cooperation and business
forums have been held, trade turnover
between the two states increases year
by year, direct flights in Bagdad-Erbil-
Yerevandirections operate during tour-
istic seasons.
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Greece and Armenia to Continue
Implementing Joint Defense Programs

YEREVAN — Defense Minister
of Armenia Vigen Sargsian had a work-
ing dinner with the Foreign Minister of
the Hellenic Republic Nikos Kotzias on
March 9 who is on an official visit in
Armenia.

According to the press service of
the Defense Ministry of Armenia, the
sides discussed a broad scope of is-
sues referring to the environment of
regional security, bilateral relations,
and cooperation prospects.

Highlighting the existing high level
political relations between the two
states, Vigen Sargsian singled out the
defense sphere, where rich traditions
of cooperation and productive mecha-
nisms have been developed. The Ar-
menian Defense Minister informed
about the agreements reached with
his Greek counterpart in the sidelines
of his official visit at the end of last
year and their implementation pro-
cess. For his part, Nikos Kotzias reaf-
firmed the readiness of the Greek side
to implement defense programs with
Armenia.

More than 200 Armenian cadets
and army officers have been trained in
Greek military academies over the past
two decades. The Greek military has

also provided assistance to an Arme-
nian army brigade that contributes
troops to NATO-led peacekeeping mis-
sions abroad.

The two ministers also ex-
changed ideas over recent regional
military-political developments, neu-
tralization of existing challenges and
agreed to continue supporting each
other’s positions on international plat-
forms.

Kotzias visits Genocide Memorial

Nikos Kotzias visited the Arme-
nian Genocide Memorial on March 9.
The minister laid a wreath at the me-
morial and honored the memory of the
innocent victims of the Armenian Geno-
cide with a moment of silence at the
Eternal Flame.

Accompanied by Hayk Demoyan,
director of the Armenian Genocide
Memorial-Museum, the Greek FM
toured the museum and got acquainted
with the history, tragic episodes and
realities of the Armenian Genocide.

Before departing from the Me-
morial, minister Kotzias made anote in
the Guestbook and received an English
copy of the “International Media’s
Front Page coverage of the Armenian

President Trump’s Former Aide

Continued frompage 1

Calls to phone numbers associ-
ated with Flynn and his firm weren’t
answered. Kelner, his attorney, de-
clined to comment through a spokes-
man for his law firm, Covington &
Burling.

Reached Wednesday afternoon,
an official at the Turkish embassy in
Washington said he would refer the
questions to the embassy spokesman.
The spokesman did not immediately
respond.

The White House did not imme-
diately respond to requests for com-
ment Wednesday afternoon.

Trump fired Flynn last month for
misleading Vice President Mike Pence
and other administration officials about
his contacts with Russia’s ambassa-
dor to the U.S., Sergey Kislyak.

According to the new paperwork,
Flynn’s firm took on the Turkish-
related lobbying work in August while
he was a top Trump campaign surro-
gate. Flynn Intel disclosed in its filing
that in mid-September, the company
was invited by Alptekin to meet with
Turkish officials in New York.

Alptekin acknowledged
Wednesday that he had set up the
meeting between Flynn and the two
officials. He said they met at an
undisclosed hotel in New York.
Alptekin said Flynn happened to be in
New York while the Turkish offi-
cials were attending United Nations
sessions and a separate conference
Alptekin had arranged.

Among those officials, the
documents said, were Turkey’s min-
isters of foreign affairs and energy.
Flynn’s company did not name the
officials butreported the two worked
for Turkey’s government “to the
best of Flynn Intel Group’s current
understanding.”

Alptekin, who previously told The
Associated Press he has no relation-
ship with the Turkish government, is a
member of a Turkish economic rela-
tions board run by an appointee of
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, the Turkish
president.

In October Flynn pened an op-ed
promoting Turkey’s political and busi-
ness affairs that was published in The
Hill, a Washington-based political
newspaper.



MARCH 18, 2017

Massis Weekly

FOCUS ON KARABAKH Launched by
USC Institute of Armenian Studies

Mediators in Fresh Warning
Against Karabakh Fighting

Archives

20.02.2017 Artillery exchanges
resumed between Armenian and
Azerbaijani forces after an eight-
month break...

Focus on Karabakh

The latest in original analysis, news in context and research.

Soviet Stepanakert in CIA

17.02.2017 No detall was
insignificant when it came tp
studying the Soviet Union, as
U.S. intelligence archives show...

Focus on Karabakh

ALL

Analysis

Research

News in Context

LOS ANGELES — The Univer-
sity of Southern California Institute
of Armenian Studies announces the
launch of FOCUS ON KARABAKH —
a new addition to the Institute’s
website.

At Armenian.usc.edu/focus-on-
karabakh scholars and researchers
can find recent news, analysis and
resecarch on Karabakh. Emil
Sanamyan, editor of FOCUS ON
KARABAKH, explains: “The conflict
over Nagorno Karabakh and other
territories began in 1988, and is on-
going, even when it is not covered by
news media. For close to three de-
cades, with varying intensity, the vio-
lence of this conflict has directly
impacted the lives of hundreds of
thousands of Armenians, Azerbaijanis
and others caught in the middle. The
conflict has also impacted regional
development in the quarter century
since the Soviet collapse. Much of
what is said about this conflict by
officials, state-influenced media and
even some scholars is dictated by the
logic of an “information war.” FO-
CUS ON KARABAKH is not part of
that war. On the contrary, FOCUS
ON KARABAKH aims to be a re-
source, first for researchers, but also
for the general public ready to sift
through the misunderstandings and
biases.”

The site features recent schol-
arship on the conflict, as well as an
archive of the important documents
related to the conflict, with the aim
of becoming a comprehensive re-
source for young scholars, academ-
ics and policy makers.

“The four-day war in April 2016
was the most recent and most stark
escalation of the conflict since the
signing of the cease-fire in 1994,
said Salpi Ghazarian, director of the
USC Institute of Armenian Studies.
“In the days following the conflict,
it became clear that any effort at a
meaningful, lasting peace agreement
will be hampered by the absence of
a serious body of literature that lays
out the historic and political causes
of the conflict, its evolution, the
various efforts at resolution and rea-
sons for their collapse, possible paths
to resolution based on the political
and security concerns of all sides, as
well as approaches to managing and
resolving violent conflict in the in-
ternational context. Diplomats de-

pend on the expertise of scholars
and analysts to understand viable
options. So the Institute, with the
support of a generous foundation,
set out to support scholars and ana-
lysts who study Karabakh, and cre-
ated this web resource to make that
scholarship accessible.”

The site is a work in progress.
New additions will be made even as
current events and issues are ana-
lyzed. Links to existing research and
analysis will be accompanied by origi-
nal material by scholars from around
the world.

Sanamyan explains one of the
obstacles facing scholars and, there-
fore, the FOCUS ON KARABAKH
site, “Scholarly access to the
Azerbaijani side, not only but espe-
cially for scholars of Armenian de-
scent, is at worst non-existent, at
best severely restricted. This reality
hampers scholarship and necessar-
ily limits anyone’s ability to study
the issue from the Azerbaijani side.”

Another challenge is the avail-
ability of some data and sources in
Russian only. “That is one of the
purposes of the site,” says Syuzanna
Petrosyan, Associate Director of the
USC Institute of Armenian Studies.
“We will work to provide access to
this rarely accessed data, through
translations and summaries. Our mis-
sion is to improve the information
field on Karabakh and to support the
work of those trying to help us all
understand the complexities. If this
were a conflict with a simple solu-
tion, it would have been resolved
during these three decades. It is not.
Our duty as a center of scholarship
is to broaden the knowledge base to
enable the practitioners to seek new
paths — especially since next year,
2018, will mark the 30th anniversary
of the start of this conflict.”

FOCUS ONKARABAKH is the
first installment of what will be an
online Armenian Studies Hub. Simi-
lar approaches will be used to focus
on the Republic of Armenia, the
Diaspora, and the post-Genocide
experience. In each section, research,
reports, analyses and bibliographies
will be available, as well as informa-
tion about current research.

The USC Institute of Armenian
Studies site includes information
about the Institute’s mission, events
and programs, student activities,
courses offered and video record-
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MP Selina Dogan Commemorates Feminist
Armenian Women in the Turkish Parliament

ISTANBUL (Agos) — CHP
Istanbul MP Selina Dogan commemo-
rated Armenian writers and thinkers
Elbis Gesaratsyan, Sirpuhi Diisap, Zabel
Asadur, Zabel Yesayan and Hayganus
Mark, who are considered as the first
feminists of Turkey, in the parliament.

Stating that many things have
been said on the occasion of March 8
but the problem remains as it is, Dogan
said, “This means that either the way
we discuss this issue is not right or we
are not sincere.”

Saying that others and minorities
are forgotten in the history of women’s
struggle in Turkey, Dogan said: “While
Halide Edip is naturally commemo-
rated with respect, her contemporary
Zabel Yesayan, with whom she ex-
changed letters, is ignored. While dear
Sabiha Sertel has the place she de-
served in the feminism history of this
country, nobody remembered her con-
temporary Elbis Gesaratsyan. While

Nezihe Muhiddin, who struggled for
enfranchisement of woman and whom
I respect deeply, was making feminist
history, her counterpart Hayganus
Mark, who issued a woman magazine
for 14 years, is not remembered at all.”

William Saroyan’s My Name is Aram
Published in Turkish

ISTANBUL — A collection of
Saroyan’s most famous and favorite
short stories, is now in Turkish with a
brand-new translation.

Internationally renowned Ameri-
canwriter William Saroyan’s My Name
is Aram, a collection of his most fa-
mous and favorite short stories, is
now in Turkish with a brand-new trans-
lation. First published in 1940 and put
Saroyan (1908-1981) immediately on
the map, the book is based on his
childhood memories and his observa-
tions of a circle consisting of school,
family and neighbors. Through these
warm hearted, witty, humanistic and
often extremely talky stories, which
were soon to become Saroyan’s trade-
mark, we witness a child’s exploration
of human values.

As an immigrant kid whose fam-
ily had immigrated from Bitlis —an
ancient city of historical Armenia and
now modern Turkey— to United States,
he seeks for the traces of American
frame of mind in Los Angeles among
Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, Arme-
nian, Chinese, Jewish immigrants. And
he also shows us how a poor Armenian
kid holds on to life in America, as he
recalls all those Anatolian traits, the
traits of his “old country”, which have
left their marks on his identity already
in his childhood.

Saroyan is one of the prominent
writers who have given different as-
pects to short story genre in world
literature. In recent years, through the
books Aras has published, the great
writer has reached more and more

readers in Turkey.

Here’s a list of Saroyans pub-
lished by Aras:

Cowards (Odlekler Cesurdur)

Days of Life and Death and Es-
cape to the Moon (Oliim Dirim ve Aya
Kagis)

The Human Comedy (Insanlik
Komedisi)

Seventy Thousand Assyrians
(Yetmis Bin Siiryani)

William Saroyan from America
to Bitlis (compilation) (Amerika’dan
Bitlis’e William Saroyan)

My Heart’s in the Highlands, The
Time of Your Life (two plays)
(Yiregim Daglardadir — Yasamak
Vakti)

Aras Publishing was founded in
Istanbul in 1993.

Armenian Genocide Awareness Campaign

Continued from page 1

educational organization registered
with the Massachusetts Secretary of
State, and tax exempt under section
501(C)(3). Founded in 2003 by the
artist Daniel Varoujan Hejinian, Peace
of Art uses art as an educational tool
to bring awareness to the universal
human condition and promote peace-

ful solutions to conflict. Peace of
Art, Inc., is not associated with po-
litical or religious organizations, and
it is focused on the global human
condition.

Peace of Art is dedicated to the
peace keepers and peace achievers
around the world, and those who had
the courage to place themselves on the
line for the betterment of humanity.
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They Shall Not Perish Documentary to
Premier on US Public Television Stations

NEW YORK -- This April, public
television stations across the country
will premiere They Shall Not Perish:
The Story of Near East Relief. The
documentary is produced by Shant
Mardirossian and award-winning
writer/director George Billard. They
Shall Not Perish details the unprec-
edented humanitarian efforts of thou-
sands of Americans who saved a gen-
eration of orphans and refugees after
the collapse of the Ottoman Empire
during and after World War 1.

The one-hour documentary film
features the stories of American diplo-
mats, missionaries and relief workers
who, as witnesses to the Armenian
Genocide, responded to a call to action
and mobilized the largest non-govern-
mental international humanitarian move-
ment undertaken by American citizens.
Motivated by nothing but a moral sense
of duty, these men and women —among
them industrialists, ambassadors, teach-
ers, nurses, advertisers and Presidents
— helped bring care and comfort to
millions of suffering refugees in ex-
tremely harrowing circumstances.

Narrated by six-time Emmy
award nominated actor Victor Garber,
the film is set against a mix of histori-
cal footage, archival photographs and
utilizes contemporary interviews from
leading academic experts such as Taner
Akgam, Peter Balakian and Keith David
Watenpaugh. In addition, the letters of
American officials, relief workers and
orphans are brought to life through the
voices of leading actors — Michael
Aronov, Kathleen Chalfant, Dariush
Kashani, Andrea Martin, Ron Rifkin,
Tony Shalhoub and Kara Vedder —
taking the audience on a journey from
the depths of cruelty to the triumphs of
survival.

Executive Producer Shant
Mardirossian, inspired by his grand-
parents’ escape and survival during

THEYSHALLNOT PERISH

The Story of Near Fast Relief

April 8, 2017

The Times Center
242 W 415t Street New York, NY10036

“The effort to heal and comfort millions of desperate
people, and to rescue, feed, and train 132,000 orphan
children has revived hope and inspired ideals in two
generations, in eleven countries, on three continents.”

- NER Chairman, James Levi Barton

wiww. theyshallnotperish.com

the genocide, says he produced this
film “not just to remember those we
lost in the genocide, but to shed light
on an important chapter of American
history when ordinary citizens stood
together against a great injustice and
saved the lives of 132,000 orphans.”
These historic rescue efforts led to the
formation of the Near East Relief —
known today as the Near East Founda-
tion —an organization that continues to
help improve the lives of vulnerable
communities and refugees throughout
the Middle Eastand AFRICA by imple-
menting innovative, community-led
economic development initiatives.

With a focus on an often forgot-
ten yet important chapter in American
history, They Shall Not Perish chal-
lenges the notion of what values a
nation should aspire to demonstrate,
and raises the question of when and if
humanitarian concerns should over-
ride strategic national interests. “To-
day, as we confront an exploding refu-
gee crisis, it’s imperative that we con-
sider the humanitarian consequences
when formulating U.S. foreign policy”,
says the film’s director, producer and
writer George Billard.

Distributed nationally by 3 Roads
Communications, They Shall Not Per-
ish premieres on public television sta-
tions nationwide beginning April 1,
2017.

The official premiere and discus-
sion with the filmmakers will take
place on April 8, 2017 at the Times
Center — 242 W 41st Street, New
York, NY.

For details on purchasing tickets
please visit www.neareast.org/
theyshallnotperish or contact Andrea
Crowley atacrowley@neareast.org or
(315) 428-8670.

More information on the film,
screenings and resources can be found
at www.theyshallnotperish.com.

Missak Kelechian to Present a Lecture on
Antelias Prior to the Catholicosate of Cilicia

MISSION HILLS — Maurice
Missak Kelechian anindependent resear-
cher will give a talk entitled “Antelias
prior to the Catholicosate of Cilicia” on
Sunday, March 19, 2017, at 4:00 p.m.,
at the Ararat-Eskijian Museum—Sheen
Chapel, 15105 Mission Hills Road, Mis-
sion Hills, CA. The lecture is co-spon-

sored by the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR).

This illustrated presentation will
present a complete journey through
Antelias between the years 1922 and
1932. Topics covered will include the
history and geographical location of
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Lark Musical Society and AMAA Present
Benjamin Britten’s War Requiem

By Phyllis Hamo

The sanctuary of the First United
Methodist Church of Pasadena, builtin
1924, provided an ideal setting in size
and acoustics for the Lark Musical
Society production of Benjamin
Britten’s War Requiem. The magnifi-
cent concert performed on March 4,
2017, during the first week of Lent,
was directed by legendary Lark con-
ductor Vatsche Barsoumian and dedi-
cated, in partnership with the Arme-
nian Missionary Association of
America, to the victims of the wars in
Syria and Artsakh.

For an hour-and-a-half, with no
intermission, Maestro Barsoumian,
whose directing arms could be com-
pared with the outstretched wings of
an eagle, skillfully conducted the Lark
Chorus (nearly 100 strong), the
Tziatzan Treble Choir, the Lark Grand
and Chamber Orchestras, the resonat-
ing pipe organ, the voices of three
accomplished soloists, and a children’s
choir stationed in the church’s wrap-
around balcony. Soprano Shoushik
Barsoumian sang the Latin sections of
the Requiem, Tenor Yeghishe
Manucharyan and Baritone Edward
Levy performed Wilfred Owen’s po-
ems. Local music lovers, and AMAA
members who had traveled across the
country were in awe.

The audience was welcomed by
Ken Kevorkian, chairman of the event,
and by Andranik Andy Torosyan, Chair-
man of the Lark Board of Directors
who praised the Lark choirs and musi-
cians and encouraged everyone to “pray
for everlasting peace.” Rev. Dr. Vahan
Tootikian, Executive Director of the
Armenian Evangelical World Council
offered the invocation, petitioning
prayers for “victims of war in Artsakh,
Syria, Armenia, and throughout the
Diaspora.” The breathtaking Requiem

offered an emotional prayer for peace,
just as meaningful today as it was
when it was first performed more than
a half century ago.

The Requiem was written by
Britten for the 1962 consecration of
the rebuilt Coventry Cathedral, a build-
ing destroyed by bombs during the
Battle of Britain in 1940. According to
AMAA President Dr. Nazareth
Darakjian, “Britten’s War Requiem is
one of the biggest masterpieces that
the 20th century has produced, in-
spired by one of the most tragic pages
of human history.”

This creation of Britten, a life-
long pacifist, combined the Latin Re-
quiem Mass with nine wartime poems
written by British poet, Wilfred Owen,
who became a pacifist while serving in
WW 1. Through his poetry, Owen
denounced the wickedness of war.
Sadly, he was killed in action during
WW Iin France at the young age of 25.
He is quoted as saying, “All a poet can
do is warn.”

During her pre-concert lecture,
Doris Melkonian, who holds a Master
of Arts degree in Musicology from
UCLA, explained how difficult it was
to compose a musical work that dem-
onstrated the concept of death. She
also denoted the layers of themes within
the production. .

The Lark Musical Society has
served the Greater Los Angeles Com-
munity for more than 20 years with an
annual student enrollment 0f 200, ages
5 to 20, and continuous goals in musi-
cal performance, education, and pub-
lication. More than 1000 performances
have featured the works of Komitas,
Sayat Nova, Chukajian, Khachaturian,
Mansurian, and other Armenian and
Western Classical composers. The
Lark Musical Society and AMAA have
been collaborating with Annual Con-
certs since 1996.

Antelias, the Near East Relief orphan-
age from the original tents to the
construction of barracks, and the first
wooden church of Antelias.
Kelechian’s most recent research has
focused on two orphanages in Leba-
non: in Antoura where, between 1915
and 1918, around 2,000 orphans were
gathered and Turkified by Jemal Pa-
sha and Halide Edib Adivar; and at
Ghazir where, in 1925 the “In Golden
Rule Gratitude” special rug was
woven by the orphan girls and sent
to the U.S. President, Calvin
Coolidge, to be displayed at the White

House. Maurice Missak Kelechian is
an electrical engineer by training, an
independent researcher known for
his research and discoveries of Ar-
menian historical documents, pho-
tos, monuments, and heritage sites.
Currently he resides in Los Angeles
and works in the biomedical field. In
this lecture,

For more information about
Maurice Missak Kelechian’s talk, con-
tact the Ararat-Eskijian Museum at
(747) 500-7585 or Ararat-eskijian-
museum@netzero.net, or NAASR at
(617) 489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.
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ARMENIAN AINTABTZY CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

Presents

THE 97™ ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION
OF AINTAB HEROIC RESISTANCE

Keynote Speaker

DR. CLAUDE MOUTAFIAN

Paris, France

The Role of France During the Resistance

Sunday, April 2, 2017, at 5:00 p.m.
St. Gregory Armenian Catholic Church — Kouyoumjian Hall
1510 E. Mountain St., Glendale, CA 91207
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