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Siamanto B. | Maronla
818/269- 0909

SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

= Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
«Long Term Care

= Disability

Bl Cross BlueShield

THy
Anthcm ' X Aetl'l{l Hcalfn Net

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

« Estate Planning

= Will & Living Trust

« Full Annual Review

« Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

CIg

iNA

Cision

Seniors 65 & Up Medicare Supplements + Insurance «

KAISER PERMANENTE.

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Insurance coverage can help you ﬁnanci

UwywhnyuqnniphLaGp Ll.ﬁl'll'lll.ld‘l.'il'l_l.l'l I:

Coverage & Protection =
should be on the top .
of your priority list.
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Organized by

Utid Entinth 100+2-pn mupbtinupdh winpht
In commemoration of

100+2 Anniversary of The Armenian Genocide

GAIDZ Youth Organization & ACA San Gabriel Chapter

UUNruyU
COMMEMORATING
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

“HOPE FOR THE FUTURE”
Sunday April 23, 2017

Uhpulh Qwyphy 23, 2017
MEMORIAL PARK

PASADENA

85 Holly Street, Pasadena, CA 91101

Starting at 7:00 pm
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Three Political Parties Issue Anhnouncement
on April War Anniversary

GLENDALE—The leading bodies of the three traditional political parties—
the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party, the Armenian Revolutionary Federation
and the Armenian Democratic Liberal Party—Ramgavar Azadagan—issued a
joint announcement on the first anniversary of the four-day war in Artsakh,
during which Azerbaijani forces brutally attacked all frontier positions of the

Reps. Schiff and Trott Introduce Bipartisan
Resolution to Recognize Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON D.C. — U.S.
Representatives Adam Schiff (CA-28)
and Dave Trott (MI-11) have intro-
duced legislation to officially recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide of 1915.

Nagorno-Karabakh Republic, which emerged victorious, once again.

Below is the translated text of the announcement.

On the first anniversary of the Four-Day War in Artsakh, the Western
United States leadership bodies and members of the three national political
parties—the Social Democratic Hunchakian Party, the Armenian Revolutionary
Federation and the Armenian Democratic Liberal Party—commemorate the

memory of heroic martyrs; and

Bow their heads to those in the brave and dedicated Armenian Armed Forces
who during their mission to defend the homeland were martyred, injured;

Announce their unwavering and complete support to the strengthening of
the Armenian Armed Forces for all their endeavors;

Anticipate from the leadership of Armeniato strictly enforce the letter of law
in cases where even the slightest hindrance is caused the sacred defense of our

borders through bribery and usurpation;

Condemn the Azerbaijani government’s policies of war mongering and

severe violation of human rights;

Call on our all Armenians in the region to come together and support all
efforts for the strengthening the security and statehood of Artsakh and Armenia
and through hard work pay our respects and express our gratitude the heroes who
were martyred and those who attentively protect our positions.

Social Democratic Hunchakian Party Western US Executive Board
Armenian Revolutionary Federation-Dashnaktsutyun

Western US Central Committee

Armenian Democratic Liberal Party-Ramgavar
Western District Committee of Americans

Los Angeles, April 1, 2017

Belarus Leader Seeks to Ease Tensions
With Armenia

MINSK -- Belarusian President
Alexander Lukashenko strongly de-
nied siding with Azerbaijan on Tues-
day as he sought to end a bitter row
with Armenia sparked by the arrest in
Belarus of a Russian-Israeli blogger
who has repeatedly visited Nagorno-
Karabakh.

“We absolutely understand the
policies pursued by Armenia’s current
and former leaderships,” Lukashenko
told Armenia’s outgoing ambassador
in Minsk, Armen Khachatrian.

“There are acute issues between
Armenians and Belarusians,” he said.
“Say Nagorno-Karabakh. I’ll tell you
frankly: it’s not our issue, it’s not my
issue. We have nothing to do there.
There are parties to the conflict which
must sort it out.”

The40-year-old blogger, Alexander
Lapshin, was detained in Minsk in De-
cember 2016 on an Azerbaijani arrest
warrant related to his 2011 and 2012
trips to Karabakh. He stands accused
ofillegally entering “occupied territo-
ries” of Azerbaijan and making “pub-
lic appeals against the state.” The
Belarusian authorities extradited
Lapshin to Azerbaijan in early Febru-
ary, prompting criticism from Russia
and human rights watchdogs like
Amnesty International.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
condemned the extradition as a “gross
violation of human rights” and implic-
itly branded Belarus a “dictatorship.”

Senior pro-government lawmakers in
Yerevan launched even more scathing
attacks on Lukashenko. Armenia’s
government also cancelled a senior
law-enforcement official’s visit to
Minsk.

Belarus’s Foreign Ministry dis-
missed the furious Armenian reaction.
Both Armenia and Belarus are mem-
bers of two Russian-led alliances of
ex-Soviet states.

Lukashenko mentioned the
Lapshin case at his farewell meeting
with Khachatrian. In contrast to his
past statements, he seemed to dis-
tance himself from the blogger’s
arrest.

“I wonder why he was detained
here,” the longtime president said in
remarks publicized by his office. “He
should have gone anywhere he wanted.
We created a problem for ourselves, to
be honest.”

At the same time, Lukashenko
defended the extradition. “To whom
did we have to hand him over? To
those who issued an arrest warrant for
him,” he said.

Lukashenko went on to blame
Russia, Israel and Ukraine, saying that
none of them wanted to “take” Lapshin.
“They started playing that card only
afterwards,” he said.

Lapshin holds Russian, Israeli
and Ukrainian citizenships. Moscow
repeatedly called for his release before
his extradition.

The Resolution recognizes the geno-
cide against the Armenian people from
1915-1923 by the Ottoman Empire,
while drawing links to the modern
scourge of genocide, including attacks
onreligious minorities in Iraq and Syria
by ISIS.

"Over 100 years ago, the Otto-
man Empire undertook a brutal cam-
paign of murder, rape, and displace-
ment against the Armenian people that
took the lives of 1.5 million men,
women, and children in the first geno-
cide of the 20th century," said Schiff.
"Genocide is not a historic relic - even
today hundreds of thousands of reli-
gious minorities face existential threat
from ISIS in Syria and Iraq. It is
therefore all the more pressing that the
Congress recognize the historical fact
of the Armenian Genocide and stand
against modern day genocide and
crimes against humanity."

“After over a hundred years, it
is long overdue that the United States
government stand in solidarity with

the Armenian people to officially rec-
ognize the genocide waged against
their families a century ago,” said
Trott. “I am honored to be able to
represent such a vibrant Armenian
population in Southeast Michigan and
I will continue to fight for them in
Congress.”

Representatives Adam Schiffand
Dave Trott were also joined by the
other leaders of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, Repre-
sentatives Valadao, Bilirakis, Pallone,
and Speier in underscoring their sup-
port for the recognition of the Arme-
nian genocide.

U.S. Mediator Hopes for Renewed
Armenian-Azeri Talks

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Interna-
tional mediators hope that Armenia and
Azerbaijan will resume soon their high-
level negotiations on a peaceful resolu-
tion of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict, a senior U.S. diplomat said on
Monday.

“We hope that in the near future -
- not months away but in the near future
-- the two foreign ministers will be able
to meet together in Moscow or perhaps
elsewhere to prepare the ground for the
[Armenian and Azerbaijani] presidents
to meet,” Richard Hoagland, the U.S.
co-chair of the OSCE Minsk Group,
told reporters in Yerevan.

“It is time to begin negotiating
again,” he said. “We cannot allow
violence to be the solution to this
long-standing issue. Violence is not
an answer.”

Hoagland arrived in Armenia to-
gether with fellow mediators from
Russia and France heading the Minsk
Group. They held meetings with Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian and Foreign Min-
ister Edward Nalbandian on Monday
and were due to travel to Nagorno-
Karabakh on Tuesday.

Official Armenian sources said
both sides agreed on the need to
implement last year’s Armenian-
Azerbaijani agreements aimed at bol-
stering the ceasefire regime in the
conflict zone. Those call for the de-
ployment of more OSCE observers
and international investigations of

armed incidents on the frontlines.
Azerbaijan formally notified the
OSCE headquarters in Vienna earlier
this month that it will not agree to such
a deployment “in the absence of with-
drawal of the Armenian troops from
the occupied territories.” Baku has
also been reluctant to allow OSCE
investigations of truce violations along
the Karabakh “line of contact” and the
Armenian-Azerbaijani border.
Armenian leaders have repeat-
edly said that implementation of these
confidence-building measures is nec-
essary for renewed negotiations on a
peaceful settlement proposed by the
U.S., Russian and French mediators.
Their so-called Basic Principles of a
Karabakh peace were first put for-

Continued on page3
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Armenian School Principals Accused of
Illegal Campalgnmg

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- An Ar-
menian civic organization on Friday
claimed to have collected evidence
that public school principals across
Armeniaareillegally pressurizing their
staffs and students’ parents to vote for
the ruling Republican Party (HHK) in
the upcoming elections.

The Union of Informed Citizens
(UIC) said one of'its activists posing as
a senior HHK representative has tele-
phoned the directors of 136 schools
and kindergartens in and outside
Yerevan. It said 114 of them admitted
drawing up lists of children’s parents
as well as schoolteachers and kinder-
garten staff who pledged to back the
HHK in the April 2 polls.

The UIC said the lists were sub-
mitted to local government bodies or
HHK campaign offices. It also publi-
cized purported audio of those phone
conversations.

“We phoned all administrative
districts in Yerevan and all provinces,”
the UIC’s Daniel loannisian a news
conference. “More than 80 percent of
school and kindergarten directors ad-
mitted that they submitted such lists
for the Republican Party and gave
details of those lists.”

In Ioannisian’s words, the long-
est list containing around 1,700 names
was drawn up by the head of Gyumri’s
secondary school No. 37. “When asked
whether those people will vote for the
Republicans, the school principal said
that they are using all methods, includ-
ing intimidation, to deal with voters,”
said the activist.

loannisian, whose organization

will be monitoring the parliamentary
elections, denounced the alleged illegal
campaigning as a “nationwide crime”
committed “at the state level.” “These
are not isolated cases,” he said. “We
didn’tphoneall schools. We just phoned
136 randomly chosen directors and 80
percent of them admitted engaging in
that practice.”

The HHK denounced the allega-
tions as a “dishonest” provocation
aimed at discrediting its supporters. In
a written statement, the party’s cam-
paign headquarters did not deny that
many school principals are campaign-
ing for its election victory. But it said
that “recruitment, registration, mobili-
zation and identification of the poten-
tial electorate” is part and parcel of an
election campaign.

“The Electoral Code does not
forbid Armenia’s citizens from getting
involved in campaigning and logical
activities beyond their work hours and
work duties,” said the statement. “A
meticulous analysis of a large part of
the recordings gives one no reason to
claim that there was a violation of the
Electoral Code.”

The party headed by President
Serzh Sarkisian has long been accused
by its political opponents, civil society
members and media of using its gov-
ernment levers to win elections. It has
always denied that.

HHK candidates running for par-
liament, many of them wealthy indi-
viduals, are also facing growing alle-
gations of vote buying. They deny
handing out cash or other material aid
to voters.

Legendary Soviet Test Pilot
Stepan Mikoyan Dies Aged 94

MOSCOW (TASS)— Testpilot,
Hero of the Soviet Union Stepan
Mikoyan has died at the age of 94, the
MiG Aircraft Corporation press office
reported on Friday.

“On March 24,2016, Hero of the
Soviet Union, merited test pilot of the
USSR Aviation Lieutenant-General
Stepan Anastasovich Mikoyan passed
away at the age of 94,” the press office
said in a statement.

Stepan Mikoyan was born on July
12,1922 in Tbilisi (Georgia) into the family
of Soviet state figure and future Socialist
Labor Hero Anastas Mikoyan. Stepan’s
father was a brother of renowned Soviet
aircraft designer Artyom Mikoyan. Anastas
Mikoyan headed the USSR Supreme So-
viet Presidium in 1964-1965.

Stepan Mikoyan graduated in
1941 from the Kachinsk military avia-
tion school and in December that year
he went to the front. During the Soviet
Union’s Great Patriotic War against
Nazi Germany in 1941-1945 he fought
as a fighter plane pilot.

He fought in the 32nd Guards
Aviation Regiment near Stalingrad and
on the North-Western Front and then
in the 12th Guards Air Regiment of the
Moscow Air Defense Force. During
World War Two, he learnt to operate
Yak-1, Yak-7 and Yak-9 fighter planes
and was credited with six combat vic-
tories as part of an air group.

In 1951, he graduated from the

Continued on page4
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Jesus’ Tomb Reopens in Jerusalem
After a $4 Million Restoration

JERUSALEM -- The tomb where
Jesus is believed to have been buried in
Jerusalem's Old City has been unveiled
again after months of delicate restora-
tion work.

The monument, which includes a
19th-century ornate edicule or shrine
surrounding the tomb, is a key part of the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem's Old City.

The tomb was formally reopened
on Wednesday in a ceremony attended
by religious leaders and donors, follow-
ing a nine-month-long and $4m renova-
tion led by the church's three main
Christian denominations.

Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras, high-ranking officials of differ-
ent states, leaders of Christian churches,
a number of believers attended the cer-
emony. Armenia’s delegation was led by
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian

The Greek Orthodox, Armenian and
Roman Catholic denominations share cus-

tody of the church. Samuel Aghoyan, the
superior of the Armenian Church at the
Sepulchre which co-financed the project,
said that after the renovation the edicule
looked "like a brand new building".

The work is not the end of plans to
renovate the church. Aghoyan said they
have "tentative" plans to fix the basement
of the edicule as well as the "entire floor
of the church".

The Armenian Patriarch of Jerusa-
lem Archbishop Nourhan Manougian
delivered a speech at the opening cer-
emony and thanked all governments,
organizations and individuals for both
moral and financial assistance in the
restoration of the tomb.

The Patriarch asked to consider
allowing the Armenian Apostolic Church
to hold liturgies once a year in the tomb.

The legate of the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiatsin read the address of
Catholicos of All Armenians His Holi-
ness Karekin II during the ceremony.

World Cup Qualifier

Armenia Beat Kazakhstan 2-0

YEREVAN -- Armenia beat the
10-man Kazakhstan 2-0 at home on
Sunday in a 2018 FIFA World Cup
qualifier.

Following their incredible 3-2
comeback win over Group E leaders
Montenegro last November, Armenia
manager Artur Petrosyan was forced
to make an early substation following
a third minute injury of Gevorg
Ghazaryan.

The home team kept pressing the
opponents in their own half of the
field, but Kazakhstan maintained a clean
sheet and even created one or two

decent chances.

Kazakhstan's Sergiy Malyi re-
ceived his second yellow on the 64th
minute. It took only 9 minutes for
Armenia to get the upper hand when
Henrikh Mkhitaryan scored.

Just two minutes later, Aras
Oezbiliz doubled the score for Arme-
nia, which picked up its second win in
the group and is now in fourth place
with six points behind Poland,
Montenegro and Denmark.

Armenia's next game will be
against Montenegro in Podgorica on
June 10.
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By Hratch Tchilingirian
Oxford

The election process of a new
Armenian Patriarch in Turkey faces
the customary state-imposed restric-
tions, administrative hurdles and arbi-
trary treatment of the Armenian com-
munity. In recent weeks, the situation
has been exacerbated by personality
clashes and ambitions of the high rank-
ing clergymen at the Patriarchate, who
have turned a problem into a divisive
major crisis.

The 556-year old Patriarchate is
one of the four Hierarchical Sees of the
Armenian Apostolic Church.

The problem facing the Arme-
nian community started in July 2008
when the 52-year-old serving Patri-
arch Mesrob Mutafyan was officially
diagnosed with anincurable illness. By
then he had been in a vegetative state
for some time at the Surp Pirgic Hos-
pital and remains so ever since.

In 2010 Archbishop Aram
Ateshian was appointed Patriarchal
Vicar with the consent of the Turkish
government. This temporary arrange-
ment until the election of a new patri-
arch turned into an indefinite status
quo. The continued uncertainty with-
out a clear sight of elections caused
controversies and division within the
community.

Under pressure and protests, in
order to clear the path of organizing
new elections, in October 2016 Patri-
arch Mesrob was officially declared
“retired” by the Patriarchate’s Reli-
gious Council.

Archbishop Aram, who was sup-
posed to head the election process, by
seeking the government’s permission
as a first step, continued to drag on the
uncertain situation, which had left the
community without a functioning pa-
triarch for almost nine years.

In February of this year, the ten-
sions and internal disagreements, both
among the clergy and the laity, reached
to a boiling point. Bishop Shahak
Mashalian, the chairman of the
Patriarchate’s Religious Council, re-
signed by publishing a fiery letter. He
blamed Archbishop Ateshian and cer-
tain lay leaders of the Armenian com-
munity for the deepening stagnation of
the Patriarchate and the community in
general.

The highly explosive situation cre-
ated by Mashalian’s resignation was
defused through the mediation of the
Catholicos of All Armenians who in-
vited the three bishops of the Patriarch-
ate to Etchmiadzin for consultations
and to jointly seek solution to the crisis.

Within days after their return
from Etchiadzin, on 15 March, Arch-
bishop Karekin Bekdjian — the most
senior bishop of the Patriarchate and
the serving Primate of the Armenian
Church in Germany — was elected
Locum Tenens (deghabah) by 2/3 votes
of'the Religious Council. According to
the agreement reached in Etchmidazin
and in accordance to the rules and
traditions of the Armenian Church,
Archbishop Ateshian was to step down
as Patriarchal Vicar immediately after
Bekdjian’s election.

However, within minutes of the
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Patriarchal Election Déja Vu in Turkey:
Government Meddling in the Election is Inevitable, But Not Decisive

election of the Locum Tenens, Ateshian
produced a letter from the Istanbul
Governor’s Office which declared that
the election was “not legally possible”
and Ateshian remains to be recognized
as the official Patriarchal Vicar by the
government.

Many in the community, includ-
ing two Armenian MPs in the Turkish
parliament, consider the Istanbul
Governor’s Office letter crude meddling
and lacking any legal and procedural
basis. Archbishop Ateshian and his small
circle of supports insist that without the
government’s consent no election is
valid. This has created a stalemate and
tensions are high on all sides.

The Turkish government’s med-
dling in the process of election of the
85th Patriarch of Istanbul and All Tur-
key is inevitable, as in the past, but not
decisive. The community has the ulti-
mate say as it did nearly 20 years ago.

The last four patriarchal elec-
tions in 1950, 1961, 1990 and 1998
were carried out by official directives
issued by successive Turkish govern-
ments. Since 1923, the government
has used state discretion rather than
church bylaws as the basis of patriar-
chal election. All four elections were
fraught with government interference,
procedural burdens imposed on the
community and torturous recognition.

In 1998, the Turkish state re-
fused to approve an election date for
some five months, depriving the Ar-
menian community the freedom and
inherit right to vote for a new church
leader.

Government interference in the
election is not only about setting pro-
cedures.

During the last election almost 20
years ago, the Armenian community
was informed through informal chan-
nels that between the two eligible can-
didates the Turkish state preferred the
72-year-old Archbishop Shahan Sivajian
over the charismatic and US-educated
Archbishop Mesrob Mutafyan, who
was 42 years old at the time.

After the death of Patriarch
Karekin Kazanjian (1990-1998), 45
representatives from 38 districts in
Turkey had met at the Armenian Patri-
archate in March 1998 and elected a
21-member Electoral Committee re-
sponsible for organizing the elections.
One of the main tasks of such a com-
mittee is to negotiate with the Istanbul
Governor's Office for the state required
permission to hold church elections.

On 28 April 1998, the Istanbul
Governor's Office ordered a halt to the
plans without explanations until fur-
ther notice. Nevertheless, the commu-
nity went ahead with the election of a
Locum Tenens (deghabah).

An old script is being staged with
new actors today.

Similar to the scenario played out
on 15 March, in August 1998
Archbiship Mesrob Mutafyan was duly
elected Locum Tenens, but the gov-
ernment refused to recognize him, ar-
guing that under Turkish law the eldest
and most senior cleric — Archbishop
Sivajian at the time — must fill the
interim postuntil a successor is elected.

Media outlets were used to put
pressure on the community. The
rightwing Turkish media launched a
slander campaign against Mutafyan,
accusing him of anti-Turkish activi-
ties. In one case, Mutafyan filed and
won a lawsuit for libel against "Turkiye"
newspaper.

The Patriarchate protested the
state's orders to no avail. On the con-
trary, the government responded with
two more memos declaring Sivajian
the only recognized interim leader and
warning that any resistance to this
decision would be prosecuted under
the law.

After months of state interference
and delays, the Governor of Istanbul -
- having received the mandatory ap-
proval of the Council of Ministers —
permitted the 60,000-strong Armenian
community in Turkey to proceed with
the election on 14 October 1997.

The General Assembly of the
Armenian Church Community —
made of 10 clergymen and 79 lay
delegates representing 15,811 church
members — elected Archbishop
Mesrob Mutafyan as the 84th Patri-
arch of Istanbul and All of Turkey.
The other candidate, Archbishop
Sivajian, whose candidacy was sup-
ported by Turkish authorities, received
15 votes.

It is not a secret that the govern-
ment maintains strict restrictions on
the Armenian Church's activities, as it
does on all Christian churches in Tur-
key. After the coup in 1960, the gov-
ernment dismantled the Armenian Com-
munity Central Council, the highest lay
body in Turkey, which worked for the
interests of the community alongside
the Patriarchate. In December 1997,
the government ordered the Patriarch-
ate to disband its council of lay advi-
sors and forbade lay delegates from
participating in the election for a new
Catholicos in Etchmiadzin in 1995.
The list of restrictions is long and far
reaching. In 1971 the state ordered the
closure of the Holy Cross Armenian
Seminary, which deprived the Patri-
archate of training future priests and
church workers.

For 94 years since the founding
of the Turkish Republic, the state has
persistently curtailed, tightly controlled
and closely monitored all the signifi-
cant rights of the Armenian commu-
nity that are essential to the viability of
their collective life. More than any
other area, elections and administra-
tion of churches and charities have
been most torturous and energy-sap-
ping for the declining Armenian com-
munity in Turkey.

The election of the 85th Patri-
arch of Armenians in Turkey will, no
doubt, be held true to precedents es-
tablished by the state. But, in the end,
as in previous elections, the Armenian
community shall have the final word as
to who will lead the historic See of the
Patriarchate of Constantinople — or
per Turkish state’s sanctioned title,
the “Patriarchate of Istanbul and All
Turkey.”

For a deeper study of Arme-
nians in Turkey, see Hratch
Tchilingirian’s “The Other Citi-
zens.”

U.S. Mediator Hopes for Renewed Talks

Continued frompage 1

ward in 2007 and have been repeat-
edly modified since then.

Asked to comment on reports
that the existing, most recent version
of that framework accord was drawn
up by Russia, Hoagland said: “That’s a
hard question to answer ... The plan
on the table right now is in no way
radically different from plans in the
past.”

“Which specific individual or
country sat at the table late at night and
wrote this plan? Well, I’m not going to
comment on that. But I will say that
this is a very good, internationally
approved plan. The OSCE supports it
and the co-chairs and their govern-
ments support it,” added the diplomat.

Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said on March 6 that the con-
flicting parties broadly agree on the
proposed settlement envisaging Arme-
nian withdrawal from “districts around
Karabakh” and a future decision on
Karabakh’s status which would “take
into account the opinion of the people
living there.” But Lavrov also also
admitted that they are still far apart on
“two or three” elements of this peace
formula. He did not to disclose the
sticking points.

Hoagland also declined to give
key details of the “very comprehen-
sive” peace plan. “In diplomacy, it’s
like in a card game,” he explained.
“When you’re holding cards you don’t
put all the cards on the table for every-
one to see.”



Massis Weekly

Screening of "Lost Birds"
at Fresno State April 7

FRESNO -- The CineCulture Se-
ries and the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at California State University,
Fresno, are sponsoring a special
screening of the film Lost Birds at
5:30PM on Friday, April 7, in the Leon
and Pete Peters Educational Audito-
rium (west end of the SaveMart Cen-
ter, near Shaw and Woodrow Aves.),
on the Fresno State campus.

Directors Ela Alyamac and Arda
Perdeci will be flying to Fresno from
Turkey to be the discussants at the
screening of their movie.

Set against the backdrop of the
First World War in a small Armenian
village in Ottoman Anatolia, Lost Birds
is a historical fairy tale told through the
eyes of a young brother and sister left
behindinthe 1915 Armenian genocide.

Lost Birds is the first film made
in Turkey to depict the Armenian Geno-
cide of 1915. It was brought to the
screen by the five years of work,
persistence, and courage of filmmak-
ers Aren Perdeci and Ela Alyamac,
who share writing and directing cred-
its. Lost Birds handles the task of
telling a very dramatic story in a fairy
tale narrative and this leads the audi-
ence to feel something magical yet so
real at the same time.

Bedo and Maryam’s happy home
life is torn apart when their grandfa-
ther is apprehended and taken away
by soldiers. Now, forbidden to go
outside by their mother, one morn-

=
h WE WERE LEFT ALL ALONE

ing, the two children sneak away to
play in their secret cave. But, when
they return, they find their home and
the entire village empty. Together,
with the wounded bird they have
been nursing back to health, the chil-
dren embark on a perilous journey to
find their mother.

Admission is free and the event is
open to the public. Free parking is
available at any of the adjacent Fresno
State parking lots (near the corner of
Shaw and Woodrow Avenues).

For more information about the
presentation contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, or visit
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

Claude Mutafian to Present Film
About his Father, Artist Zareh Mutafian

GLENDALE- Abril Bookstore's
Armenian Film Society is proud to host
the prestigious historian visiting from
France, Claude Mutafian as he pre-
sents a new documentary about his
father, Painting after the Genocide:
Zareh Mutafian on Fridat, April 7,
2017 at 7:30pm at Abril Bookstore -
415 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Ad-
mission is free.

This hour-long documentary,
produced in 2015 and directed by Arto
Pehlivanian, presents the life and ca-
reer of artist Zarech Mutafian, who,
born on the shores of the Black Sea,
survived the Armenian Genocide and
settled in France, becoming one of the
most famous Armenian intellectuals
and artists. The film is in French with
English subtitles.

Zareh Mutafian (1907-1980)

found himself at the age of eight in the
midst of the corpses of his entire
family, massacred during the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Ottoman Empire.
He was taken in by an American or-
phanage which was transferred to
Greece, from there he went on to Italy
where he studied painting in Milan, and
started out on an artistic career which
he pursued in Switzerland, and then in
France where he settled in 1939. He
was rapidly integrated into the rich
Parisian Armenian intelligentsia of the
time, and engaged in a literary career in
parallel with his painting career which
became quickly appreciated in the
capital's artistic circles thanks to nu-
merous solo exhibitions and participa-
tion in salons. Over a 40-year period,
he came to be recognized both as an
Armenian intellectual and a French
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Bilgin Ayata to Discuss
Constitutional Referendum and Political
Transformation in Turkey at NAASR

BELMONT, MA -- Dr. Bilgin
Ayata, Assistant Professor in Political
Sociology, University of Basel, will give
a lecture entitled “Quo Vadis Turkey?
The Constitutional Referendum and
Political Transformation in Turkey,” on
Thursday, April 6, 2017, at 7:30 p.m.,
at the National Association for Arme-
nian Studies and Research (NAASR)
Center, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont,
MA 02478. The lecture is presented as
part of the NAASR / Calouste
Gulbenkian Foundation Series on Con-
temporary Armenian Issues.

On April 16, 2017, Turkish citi-
zens will vote at home and abroad on
the constitutional referendum that en-
tails fundamental changes for Turkey’s
political system. In this talk, Prof.
Bilgin Ayata will analyze what is at
stake for state and society on the eve
of this referendum and explore future
scenarios for the aftermath of the ref-
erendum both for domestic and for-
eign relations, with a focus on Turkish
prospects for peace and reconciliation
with Armenians and Kurds.

Since summer 2015, the deterio-
ration of democracy has accelerated at
full speed in Turkey. Curfews were
first declared in the wake of military
operations against Kurds, during which
thousands of Kurdish civilians were
displaced and their homes destroyed.
Since last year, a nationwide state of
emergency has been declared after a
coup attempt in July 2016. The Turk-
ish government has intensified the sup-
pression of media, opposition, and civil
society, while it has sacked over
100,000 state employees. Opposition
leaders and members of parliament are
in prison, along with journalists, elected
mayors, and intellectuals. Tensions
have increased with the European
Union, whose Parliament has called to
suspend accession talks until demo-
cratic rights are restored.

l

Dr. Bilgin Ayatais Assistant Pro-
fessor of Political Sociology at Univer-
sity of Basel. She obtained her PhD in
Political Science at Johns Hopkins
University (Baltimore, USA), and her
MA degree from York University
(Toronto, Canada). Her research in-
terests center on transformation pro-
cesses spurred by forced migration,
conflict, protest movements, contes-
tations of memory, and postcolonial
interventions. Her regional expertise
includes the Middle East and Europe,
in particular Turkey, the Kurdish re-
gions, and postcolonial Germany. She
has published on transnational activ-
ism of diasporas, the politics of dis-
placement, foreign policy, genocide
denial, and memory regimes. She has
received research grants and fellow-
ships by the MacArthur Foundation,
the German Academic Exchange Ser-
vice, Friedrich-Ebert Stiftung, FU Ber-
lin, Johns Hopkins University, and York
University. She appears frequently in
international media on topics relating
to Turkey-EU relations, Turkish for-
eign Policy, Kurdish politics, refugees,
and migration policies in Germany.

For more information about Dr.
Ayata’s talk, contact NAASR at 617-
489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

artist. He thus transcended the trau-
matism by integrating into European
culture while keeping the soul of a
Levantine. As such, he is a symbol of
the genocide to which he dedicated a
memorable exhibitionin 1965, the 50th
anniversary year. Although he always
thoughtin Armenian, his art was shaped
by his contact with the great classical
Italian masters and the fascinating col-
orists he discovered in France. He
never stopped writing or exhibiting, in
Europe, in the United States and twice
in Soviet Armenia (1967 and 1971)
where, already well-known, he met
with thunderous success.

Claude Mutafian was bornin 1942
in the suburbs of Paris. His parents
were survivors of the 1915 Genocide.
His studies led him towards Math-
ematics, which he taught for more

than 40 years in various universities.
However, his passion was always His-
tory. He published many books about
different topics concerning Armenia,
such as a Historical Atlas of Armenia
covering thirty centuries. He orga-
nized various exhibitions, including The
Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia (Paris,
Sorbonne, 1993), RomaArmenia
(Vatican, Great Sixtine Hall, 1999) and
Armenia, the Magic of Writing
(Marseilles, 2007). His field of interest
is essentially the Medieval period, in
particular the relations of Armenians
with Crusaders and Mongols. At the
age of 60 hereceived a PhD in History.
With his recent work, L’ Arménie du
Levant (2012), he was awarded the
highest University degree.

Presented by the Armenian Film
Foundation and Abril Bookstore.

Legendary Soviet Test Pilot

Continued from page 2

Zhukovsky Air Force Engineering
Academy and started work as a test
pilot in the Air Force Research Insti-
tute. He tested MiG combat planes for
23 years. In 1975, he was awarded the

title of the Hero of the Soviet Union for
the state trials of the MiG-25 plane.
Mikoyan performed flights until
1978. Overall, he learned to operate
102 types of aircraft, including MiG-
23, MiG-25 and MiG-27 planes. He
logged a total of 3,500 flight hours.
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