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On sale for $10 at the following Jons Marketplace locations:

Glendale:

1) 1717 W Glenoaks Blvd.

2) 600 E Colorado St.

Hollywood:
1) 5315 Santa Monica Blvd.
2) 1601 N Vermont Ave.

On sale for $10 at Sardarabad Bookstore
225 S Glendale Ave. Suite B

You can also order online from Amazon or Ebay.

Valley Village:
1) 12122 W Magnolia Blvd.
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Civic Groups Report
‘Evidence Of Election Fraud’

A coalition of Armenian civil so-
ciety organizations claimed on Wednes-
day to have obtained evidence that at
least several hundred ballots were cast
in place of citizens who did not vote in
the April 2 parliamentary elections.

The Citizen Observer grouping,
which deployed over 3,000 election
observers, began scrutinizing on Tues-
day the nationwide lists of all Arme-
nians who took part in the vote, ac-
cording to the Central Election Com-
mission (CEC).

Publication of those signed lists
was one of several major anti-fraud
amendments to the Electoral Code en-
acted last fall in line with an agreement
reached by the Armenian government
and the opposition. Another amend-
ment led to the introduction of elec-
tronic voter authentication devices in
all polling stations. These measures
were meant to prevent multiple voting
by government supporters.

In the run-up to the elections, the
Citizen Observer asked Armenians
who did not plan to vote or live abroad
to register on its website so that in can
verify whether other people voted ille-
gally on behalf of them. According to
Tigran Yegorian, a Citizen Observer
legal expert, around 10,000 such citi-
zens responded to the appeal.

“We have compared data from
only about 100 of the 2,009 precincts
and found that there was voting in place
of 800 of the 10,000 people who de-
clared their non-participation in the elec-
tions beforehand,” Yegorian told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service (Azatutyun.am).
This number may well increase as the
Citizen Observer is continuing to exam-
ine the lists, he said.

Yegorian also said that several
other people have personally informed
civic activists that they or their rela-

Continued onpage4

Georgia Hails New EU-Armenia Accord

D

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) —
Georgia’s Foreign Minister Mikheil
Janelidze welcomed a new agreement
ondeepening Armenia’s relations with
the European Union during an official
visit to Yerevan on Tuesday.

“We discussed the process of
Georgia’s European integration and
cooperation within the framework of
the EU’s Eastern Partnership program,”
he said after talks with his Armenian
counterpart Edward Nalbandian. “We
noted with satisfaction the conclusion
of negotiations between Armenia and
the EU on a new framework agree-
ment.”

Janelidze referred to the Com-
prehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement (CEPA) that was finalized
in Yerevan last month and is due to be
signed later this year. The CEPA is a
less ambitious alternative to an Asso-
ciation Agreement which Armenia
planned to sign with the EU before
unexpectedly decidingin2013 tojoina
Russian-led trade bloc of ex-Soviet

ch

states.

Unlike Armenia, Georgiasigned a
similar Association Agreement with
the EUin2014. The deal involving far-
reaching free-trade provisions came
into effect in July 2016.

Armenian and Georgian leaders
have repeatedly said that Armenia’s
membership in the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU) and Georgia’s European
integration will not prevent the two
neighboring states from strengthening
their relations. According to official
Armenian statistics, Georgian-Arme-
nian trade rose by almost 28 percent to
$245 million last year.

Nalbandian said there has been
major progress in bilateral political and
economic ties in the last few years.
“The two sides periodically reiterate
that there are no problems between
Armenia and Georgia,” he told a joint
news briefing with Janelidze. “There
are only issues that are solved with

Continued onpage3

Bipartisan Group of Members from Congress
Urge President Trump to Affirm
Armenian Genocide

WASHINGTON, D.C. - A bipar-
tisan letter signed by 84 Members of
Congress was sent to President Donald
Trump urging him to affirm the Arme-
nian Genocide, reported the Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly).
Armenian Caucus Co-Chair Represen-
tative Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NJ) spear-
headed the letter asking the White House
to honor the United States’ historic
leadership in defending human rights
and to properly characterize the events
of 1915 as a genocide in this year’s
presidential statement on April 24th.

“More than 100 years have passed
since the start of the Armenian Geno-
cide and the time is long overdue to
acknowledge the atrocities committed
against the Armenian people for ex-
actly what they were — genocide,”
Rep. Pallone stated. “It would be a
powerful statement by President Trump
in his early presidency to commemo-
rate this anniversary and remember the
lives of the one and a half million
Armenians who were needlessly slaugh-
tered by Ottoman Turks during the
20th century’s first genocide,” he
added.

The letter to President Trump
states: “In leading an honest and accu-
rate American remembrance of this
known case of genocide, you will stand
with President Reagan, who recog-
nized the Armenian Genocide in 1981,
and the Eisenhower Administration,
which did the sameina 1951 submission
to the International Court of Justice.”

During his time in office, Presi-

dent Ronald Reagan squarely acknowl-
edged the Armenian Genocide stating
that “Like the genocide of the Arme-
nians before it, and the genocide of the
Cambodians which followed it — and
like too many other such persecutions
of too many other peoples — the les-
sons of the Holocaust must never be
forgotten.”

Additionally, the letter references
America’s humanitarian intervention,
adding: “Among the proudest chapters
in our shared history is America’s
remarkable record of protesting the
Genocide and in caring for the survi-
vors of this crime.” The letter high-
lighted the Near East Relief, a Con-
gressionally chartered humanitarian
organization which raised $116 million
(over $2.5 billion in 2017 dollars) to
aid the victims of the Ottoman Empire’s
mass murder of millions of Arme-
nians, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Greeks,
Pontians, Syriacs, and other perse-
cuted peoples.

Cyprus Parliament Calls for International
Recognition of the Armenian Genocide

NICOSIA —
Ahead of the 102nd
anniversary of the [
Armenian Genocide,
the Parliament of
Cyprus has called
on the international
community to rec-
ognize the Armenian
Genocide, Ermeni- [
haber reports citing [
Kibrispostasi news
agency.

Addressing the House of Repre-
sentatives at the start of the plenary
session, Speaker Demetris Syllouris
said that even if more than a century
have gone by since the Armenian Geno-
cide of 24th April 1915 when Turkey
applied an ethnic cleansing plan against
Armenians, Turkey refuses to ac-
knowledge the murder

Syllouris noted that Cyprus was
among the first states in the world to
recognize and condemn the Armenian
Genocide, and in 1990, the Parliament of
Cyprus declared April 24 as Armenian

Genocide Remembrance Day. The Par-
liament has also adopted the law on the
criminalization ofthe genocide denial and
the war crimes against the humanity.

Armenian MP Vartkes Mahdessian
also delivered a speech at the Parlia-
ment, noting that the perpetrators of
the Armenian Genocide still remain
unpunished.

“More than one hundred year has
passed. We do not seek vengeance, we
seek justice. We want the historical
facts over this tragedy to be unani-
mously accepted,” he added.
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Nikol Pashinian to Challenge
Pro-Government Yerevan Mayor
Taron Markarian in Municipal Elections

Ve

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Nikol
Pashinian, a leader of the opposition
Yelkalliance, will challenge Yerevan’s
pro-government incumbent Mayor
Taron Markarian in next month’s mu-
nicipal elections, it was announced on
Friday.

Voters in the Armenian capital
will go to the polls on May 14 to elect
a new municipal council that will in
turn choose the city mayor. The cur-
rent Yerevan council is controlled by
the ruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK). Itinstalled Markarian as mayor
in 2011.

The HHK’s governing board
headed by President Serzh Sarkisian
decided to nominate Markarian for
reelection late on Thursday. Accord-
ingly, the 38-year-old mayor will top
the listof HHK candidates in the ballot.
The party spokesman, Eduard
Sharmazanov, said Markarian has
achieved “quite spectacular” results
during his tenure.

“Our goal in these elections is to
achieve victory,” Pashinian told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service (Azatutyun.am)
after announcing his mayoral candi-
dacy and Yelk’s broader electoral list

outside the municipal administration
building.

“Yelk is determined to give
Yerevan residents an opportunity to
elect a mayor who will serve their
interests and will not use his position
to earn millions of dollars,” said the
outspoken oppositionist.

Yelk came in a distant third in
Armenia’s latest parliamentary elec-
tions held on April 2, garnering about 8
percent of the vote. The bloc got
roughly 14 percent in Yerevan, ac-
cording to the Central Election Com-
mission (CEC).

Pashinian, 41, said Yelk hopes to
make a stronger showing in the capital
on May 14. He criticized Markarian’s
track record, singling out the poor
state of public transportation.

None of the other major Arme-
nian parties and alliances clarified as of
Friday afternoon whether they will
participate in the municipal vote. They
included businessman Gagik
Tsarukian’s bloc which finished sec-
ond in the parliamentary elections.

Election contenders have to ap-
ply to the CEC for registration by
Sunday evening.

Ethnic Minorities Win Seats
in Armenian Parliament

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Fourrep-
resentatives of Armenia’s main ethnic
minorities have been elected to the
National Assembly under special legal
quotas.

Three of them -- a Yazidi, a Kurd
and an Assyrian -- ran for the parlia-
ment on the ticket of the ruling Repub-
lican Party of Armenia (HHK). The
fourth elected deputy, ethnic Russian
Tatyana Mikaelian, was nominated by
Gagik Tsarukian’s alliance.

One of the amendments to the
Armenian constitution enacted in 2015
stipulates that members of ethnic mi-
norities shall be given seats in the
National Assembly “in a manner de-
fined by the Electoral Code.” The new
code passed last year required Arme-
nian parties and blocs participating in
the April 2 parliamentary elections to
have ethnic Yazidis, Russians,
Assyrians and Kurds among their can-
didates.

Some Yazidiactivistsin Yerevan
complained about this procedure in an
open letter to President Serzh Sarkisian

in February. They said that their com-
munity, thought to number over 40,000
members, should be allowed to pick a
parliament deputy in a separate elec-
tion.

The newly elected Yazidi law-
maker, Rustam Mahmudian, is a con-
stitutional law expert who has held
until now a senior position at Armenia’s
Judicial Department monitoring courts.
Mahmudian said on Thursday that his
election to the parliament on Sunday is
a “historic” event for Armenia’s larg-
est ethnic minority.

Mahmudian told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) that
one of his first steps in the new capac-
ity will be to have the Armenian parlia-
ment officially recognize the 2014 mas-
sacres of Yazidis in northern Iraq by
the so-called Islamic States as geno-
cide. “Butin general, we will be engag-
ing in legislative work for the sake of
our country and all of its citizens and
also presenting the interests of ethnic
minorities if they require legislative
solutions,” he said.

French MFA Statement:

APRIL 15, 2017

Nagorno Karabakh Conflict Cannot be
Settled by Military Means

PARIS -- Spokesperson of
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and International Development on April
5 issued a statement over the anniver-
sary of military operations launched in
Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh Republic)
in April, 2016, the French Embassy
reports.

The statementreads: “A year ago,
the military operations launched in
Nagorno Karabakh on April 2-5 and
surrounded people of the region with
pain were ceased. As a Minsk Group
Co-Chair, France with its Russian and
American partners mobilized its forces
to stop the clashes and resume the
talks between Armenia and Azerbaijan.

France reaffirms its belief that
the existing status quo is not defen-
sible, and that the conflict cannot be
solved through military means. France
calls on the sides to respect the com-
mitments on the ceasefire, installation
of trust mechanisms and resumption

100 i

of talks reached in Vienna on May 16,
2016 and in St. Petersburg on June
20, 2016.

Recently, during his meetings
with Armenian and Azerbaijani part-
ners, the President of France reaf-
firmed France’s full commitment to
find a favorable solution for the
conflict’s negotiated and long-lasting
settlement, for the stability and pros-
perity of entire region”.

Turkey Starts Mine-Clearing
Near Mount Ararat

ISTANBUL -- Efforts to clear
mines have been launched on Mount
Ararat in Turkey’s eastern province of
Igdir as part of a project financed by
the European Union and Turkey in
cooperation with the United Nations
Development Programme (UNDP), the
Hurriyet Daily News reports.

Accordingto the source, the project
aims to clear Turkey’s eastern border of
mines to increase Ankara’s ability to
control the border and provide socio-
economic development. As part of the
project, mines along the borders with
Armenia, Iran and Azerbaijan will be
cleared within two years.

South African firm DENEL-
MECHEM will conduct the mine-clear-
ing works as part of the project. Com-
pany officials said a total of 15 square
kilometers will be cleared of 222,000
mines in 511 arcas near the Armenian,
Azerbaijani and Iranian borders within

two years.

Speaking at the ceremony, the
head of the EU delegation in Ankara,
Ambassador Christian Berger, said
hundreds of innocent people, includ-
ing children, die each year after step-
ping on mines. Berger also said land
mines produce serious societal and
financial effects and prevent develop-
ment, as well as killing individuals.

“This project aims to reduce these
effects by taking plenty of precautions
including clearing the area of mines
and helping the victims. The support
given by the EU to mine activities is a
part of our support for border manage-
ment. The mines were planted be-
tween 1984 and 1999 for border secu-
rity. Turkey, the EU and the U.N. are
jointly working to clear the area of
mines, as well as creating a modern,
humanitarian and strong border secu-
rity,” Berger said on April 4.

The 3,000-strong Assyrian com-
munity will be represented in the legis-
lature by Arsen Mikhaylov, the head of
the main community organization called
the Atur Union. “Representatives of
our communities in Europe came here
[ahead of the April 2 elections] to
campaign with us,” he said. “They also
think it’s very important for us to have
a deputy in Armenia’s National As-
sembly.”

“We have problems and it will be
easier for us to solve those problems

through the National Assembly,” ex-
plained Mikhaylov. “These are mainly
educational and cultural issues. We
have no political issues in Armenia.”
Both Mikhaylovand Mahmudian
said they ran for the parliament as HHK
candidates because they think that ad-
dressing issues facing their communi-
ties will be easier with the help of the
ruling party than an opposition group.
According to government esti-
mates, there are 11,000 ethnic Rus-
sians and 2,000 Kurds in Armenia.
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George Clooney, Chris Cornell Attend
London Premiere of The Promise

LONDON (Armradio) -- Actor
George Clooney and singer-songwriter
Chris Cornell attended the London pre-
miere of the Armenian genocide film
The Promise.

Chris Cornell, who composed
the theme song for the film, posted a
photo on Twitter.

Elton John, Cher, Barbara
Streisand, Andre Agassi, Sylvester
Stalonner, Dean Cain and Leonardo
DiCaprio have all expressed their sup-
port for the film.

The Promise,” which world-pre-
miered at the Toronto Film Festival
last September, will go on wide release

in the U.S. on 2,000 screens via Open
Road Films on April 21.

The roughly $100-million film is
considered a breakthrough after sev-
eral attempts to make a Hollywood film
about the Armenian genocide failed
during past decades.

“The Promise” centers on a
love story involving a medical stu-
dent (Oscar Isaac), a journalist
(Christian Bale), and the Armenian
woman (Charlotte Le Bon) who
steals their hearts. All three find
themselves grappling with the Otto-
mans’ decision to begin rounding up
and persecuting Armenians.

Turkey Court Stops Nationalization of
Armenian Church in Diyarbakir

: :E !E"rmin- !: - :

DIYARBAKIR -- Attorneys of
the foundation of the St. Giragos Ar-
menian Church in Diyarbakir, Turkey,
had filed a petition with the court of
cassation against the nationalization of
this church, and stressed that this
process was contrary to the law.

The court ruled in favor of this
petition and decided that the national-
ization of this place of Christian wor-
ship be stopped, according to Agos
Armenian bilingual weekly of Istanbul.

The respective court judgment
noted that a query was sent to the
relevant agencies in connection with
this nationalization process, but no

response was received as to the
grounds on which this church was
beingnationalized.

According to the Turkish Coun-
cil of Ministers’ decision, all struc-
tures in Sur district of Diyarbakir,
including St. Giragos Church, were
expropriated for “protection.”

St. Giragos, which is one of the
largest churches in the Middle East,
reopened as a functioning church in
October 2011.

It was renovated with co-fund-
ing by Diyarbakir Armenians through-
out the world, and Diyarbakir City
Hall.

Georgia Hails New EU-Armenia Accord

Continued from page 1

joint efforts. Our meeting today is
further proof of that.”

“We underlined our desire to fur-
ther intensify our political dialogue,”
Janelidze said for his part. He said they
also discussed ways of boosting Geor-
gian-Armenian cooperation on trans-
port, energy and tourism. He spoke of

“greatuntapped potential” in these and
other areas.

The Georgian minister also held
separate talks with President Serzh
Sarkisian and Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian. A statement by the Arme-
nian presidential press office said
Sarkisian and Janelidze “noted with
satisfaction that Georgian-Armenian
relations are dynamically developing.”

Armenian Genocide Library
Opens in Washington DC

WASHINGTON, DC -- Historians
and researchers studying the Armenian
Genocide will have a chance to use over
5000 publications in the Armenian Geno-
cide library in Washington, DC Voice of
America reported.

The opening ceremony of the Ar-
menian National Institute's (ANI) Geno-
cide library was held on April 5. The
Armenian and English books presented
here provide detailed information on the
Armenian Genocide.

“The Armenian Genocide library is
only one part of a program on establish-
ing a complete research center. We
create a system through which the re-
searchers can make use of the valuable
collection acquired by the Armenian
Assembly of America and the Armenian
National Institute within the last40 years”,
Ruben Adalyan, the director of ANIsaid.

Director of the Armenian Geno-
cide Museum-Institute Hayk Demoyan
also attended the library opening cer-
emony. He welcomed the creation of the
library and the cooperation prospect
with Armenia.

“The opening of Armenian infor-
mation center-library in Washington is a
very important event. Firstly, the estab-
lishment of such center in the US capital
is already a serious achievement, and
secondly this center will become a place
for meetings and discussions, as well as
a center for organizing coordinated ac-
tivities. This is more than a library and
information center”’, Hayk Demoyan said.

Although the library will not be
available to the public, it will provide
comprehensive information to histori-
ans and researchers studying the Arme-
nian Genocide.

Salpi Mankerian Honored
by Congresswoman Judy Chu

PASADENA —On April 10, Salpi
Mankerian was honored by Congress-
woman Judy Chu, the US Representa-
tive for California’s 27th District, with a
Congressional Certificate of Recogni-
tion, for her years of community service
as a community volunteer and benefac-
tor. The Congressional Certificate of
Recognition was conferred on Mankerian
during an award ceremony that took
place at Congresswoman Chu’s offices
in Pasadena, California.

As she presented the award to
Mankerian, Congresswoman Chu said,
“I’d like to present this Congressional
Certificate of Recognition for your tire-
less volunteer work and generous phi-
lanthropy. For the past ten years, as a
member of the Armenian Bone Marrow
Donor Registry’s (ABMDR) volunteer
corps, you have volunteered for and
helped organize all of the Registry’s

community-outreach and fundraising
events. In addition, you and your hus-
band, Mr. Viken Mankerian, have gra-
ciously hosted ABMDR’s annual benefit
wine-tasting at your home in Sierra
Madre, sponsoring all aspects of this
very important event. You’ve exhibited
such extraordinary altruism, volunteerism,
and compassion, and you’re a role model
for our new generation.”

Congresswoman Chu also men-
tioned that Mrs. Mankerian has been
equally active in organizing and sup-
porting the annual benefit Fashion
Show of Pasadena’s St. Gregory
Church, as both a benefactor and La-
dies’ Society member, and that she
continues to serve as a committee
member and volunteer with the Ameri-
can Cancer Society, USC Town and
Gown, and the St. Leon Church La-
dies’ Guild.
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L.A. County Supervisors
Honor Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghlayan

LOS ANGELES -- On Tuesday,
April 4,2017, the Los Angeles County
Board of Supervisors honored Dr.
Garbis Der-Yeghiayan at the Kenneth
Hahn Administration Building in Los
Angeles. The large crowd attending
the event burst into applause when
Supervisor Kathryn Burger proclaimed
April as Armenian History Month in the
County of Los Angeles. She invited
Dr. Der-Yeghiayan, President of
Mashdots College, to join her and all
the County Supervisors at the dais for
aspecial recognition. Supervisor Barger
introduced the honoree describing him
as a “Uniquely gifted leader for all
seasons” and expressed profound ap-
preciation for his life-long dedication
as an inspiring educator, renowned
scholar, prolific author, Rotary Inter-
national leader, Inmate Welfare Ser-
vices Commissioner of the Sheriff’s
Department of Los Angeles County,
family man, and peacemaker. She pre-
sented a special scroll to Dr. Der-
Yeghiayan “in recognition of his 40-
year dedicated service to the affairs of
the community and for the civic pride
demonstrated by numerous contribu-
tions for the benefit of the citizens of
Los Angeles County.” The scroll car-
ried the signatures of all five Supervi-
sors and it was beautifully adorned
with ribbons representing the colors
of the Armenian flag.

In his acceptance speech, Dr.
Der-Yeghiayan paid a special tribute to
the Armenian community in Los Ange-
les County dedicating the award to the
memory of more than 2 million Arme-
nian martyrs of the first Genocide of
the 20th century, including 43 mem-
bers of his family, who were brutally
killed by the Turkish government in
1915. He expressed his gratitude to the
Supervisors for proclaiming April as
Armenian History Month throughout
the County. His inspiring and powerful
speech had a strong impact on the
audience gathered to witness the his-
toric event. “We are a resurrected
nation, although ruthlessly driven from
our ancestral homeland and denied our
precious liberties, we, as Armenians,
have never forgotten our beloved heri-

tage and have carried with us our deep
pride and resolved to prevail wherever
we have settled”, he said. He thanked
the supervisors for according the vi-
brant Armenian community the great
opportunity of living, toiling, and thriv-
ing in the County, and the privilege of
preserving and propagating our rich
cultural heritage through the establish-
ment of a score of churches, schools,
a college, cultural and youth centers,
and making significant contributions
for the betterment of our society in the
County and throughout the United
States of America. “We pledge to con-
tinue our noble efforts with vision and
action to bring honor to our Armenian
heritage, to the County of Los Angeles,
and to the Land of the Free and the
Home of the Brave, and to bring glory
to God from whom all blessings flow.
What I am today and what I will be
tomorrow, it is only by the grace of the
Lord” he concluded.

It was a most memorable historic
event witnessed by more than one
thousand attendees, including
Armenia’s Consul, the Honorable
Valery Mkrtoumyan, representatives
of Armenian organizations, Rotary In-
ternational leaders, Inmate Welfare
Services Commissioners, and the local
media.

‘Evidence Of Election Fraud’

Continued from page 1

tives did not vote but are shown by the
official documents to have cast ballots.
Shushan Davtian, a 20-year-old
woman currently studying in Europe,
also looked at the lists posted on the
CEC website and found that someone
else forged her signature and voted in
her place. “Frankly, I was very sur-
prised,” she told RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am) by phone.
Davtian suggested that officials
in her precinct in Yerevan’s Avan dis-
trict may have known that she will not
be in Armenia on election day.
The CEC did not immediately
respond to the Citizen Observer claims.
Underthe Electoral Code, all com-

plaints relating to suspected multiple
voting had to be submitted to the com-
mission by Wednesday morning.
Yegorian said the Citizen Observer
could not meet that deadline because
the CEC delayed the publication of the
signed lists by several hours on Tues-
day. The commission should therefore
agree to consider a formal complaint
that will be lodged by the civic groups
later this week, he said.

Western election observers and
Armenian opposition parties and blocs
did not report significant cases of
multiple voting in Sunday’s elections.
The opposition forces also did not
allege serious irregularities in the post-
election voter lists as of Wednesday
evening.
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Matthew Karanian Receives ‘Service to
Humanity Award’ from Bucknell University

LEWISBURG, PA — Matthew
Karanian’s work on behalf of Armenia
earned him the annual “Service to Hu-
manity Award” from Bucknell Univer-
sity this week.

Karanian is a lawyer in Pasadena,
Calif., and is an alumnus of Bucknell, a
liberal arts university in Lewisburg, Penn.

Bucknell grants the award each
year to a member of its alumni commu-
nity “whose selfless and caring work
and deeds benefit society and human-
kind,” according to the press office of
the University.

By Karanian’s recollection, he was
the only member of his graduating class
who was of Armenian descent. “I think I
probably introduced Armenia to a lot of
people” at Bucknell, he said. “This award
is recognition for what I’ve done in
Armenia, but it’s also a sign that I created
greater awareness of Armenian culture
here at home, t00.”

Karanian has dedicated a signifi-
cant part of his career to promoting
human rights and developing the rule of
law in Armenia, which is the ancestral
home of his grandparents. He served for
several years as an associate dean and
professor of law at the American Uni-
versity of Armenia, and he launched the
Armenian Law Review, Armenia’s first
English language law review.

Shortly after Armenia had re-es-
tablished its independence in 1991, he
served as an advocate for the interests of
the country’s newly formed non-gov-
ernmental organizations. He had previ-

ously worked as a defense attorney in
Hartford, Conn., with Halloran and Sage,
the state’s largest trial practice.
Karanian is the author of numer-
ous books about Armenia. His most
recent publication is Historic Armenia

After 100 Years.
www.HistoricArmeniaBook.com

Karanian’s contributions to the
development of cultural relations be-
tween the US and Armenia were recently
recognized by the Republic of Armenia.
He received the nation’s prestigious
Arshile Gorky Medal during a ceremony
atthe Armenian Consulate in Los Ange-
les on Armenian Independence Day,
September 21, 2016.

Karanian graduated from Bucknell
withaBachelor of Arts degree in political
science. He also holds degrees from
Georgetown University Law Center and
from McGeorge School of Law. He will
accept the award in June at a ceremony
on Bucknell’s campus in Pennsylvania.

Fethiye Cetin to Speak at Fresno State
on “Echo of Silence”

FRESNO — Author and human-
rights lawyer Fethiye Cetin (Istanbul,
Turkey), will speak on “ Echo of Si-
lence ” at 7:30PM on Wednesday,
April 26, at the Berberian Social Hall of
St. Paul Armenian Church, 3767 N.
First Street, in Fresno.

The lecture is being held as part
of the commemorative activities asso-
ciated with the 102nd Anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, and is part of
the Armenian Studies Program Spring
2017 Lecture Series, supported by the
Leon S. Peters Foundation.

“I was in a state of shock for a
long time — I suddenly saw the world
through different eyes. [ had grown up
thinking of myself as a Turkish Mus-
lim, not an Armenian. There had been
nothing in the history books about the
massacre of a people that had been
erased from Turkey’s collective
memory. Like my grandmother, many
had buried their identity — and the
horrors they had seen — deep inside of
them.” Fethiye Cetin

(N. Y. Times, 2010)

Fethiye Cetin grew up in Maden,
Turkey, and had no reason to suspect
that she had other than Turkish Mus-
lim roots. It was only when her mater-
nal grandmother Seher revealed to her
that her real name was Heranush that
Cetin became aware of her true roots.
Heranush was born to parents
Hovannes and Isguhi Gadaryan, and
was taken from her mother’s arms
during the Armenian Genocide. She
had kept secret her Armenian identity

until shortly before her death.

This legacy inspired Cetin’s first
book, a memoir published in 2004
about her grandmother’s story entitled
My Grandmother: An Armenian Turk-
ish Memoir, a compelling account of
her gradual discovery of the deep con-
tradiction between her proud national-
ist education and the realities buried
deep in Turkish society.

The memoir follows Hernanus
through the eyes of her granddaugh-
ter, from memories of Cetin’s child-
hood, to the horrendous events of the
Armenian Genocide her grandmother
revealed to her as an adult.

Cetin will speak about her own
choices after learning the truth-whether
to speak out or not. She refused to be
silent and as a result made significant
sacrifices. Today the tide is changing.
Where before only the elderly talked
about the Genocide, today it is their
grandchildren who are talking about it.
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In commemoration of the

Armenian Genocide’s 100+2 Anniversary

Organized by
Gaidz Youth Organization
&

Armenian Council of America’s

San Gabriel Chapter
)
|||”|

z2uunNh

COMMEMORATING

THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

“HOPE FOR THE FUTURE”

Sunday April 23, 2017
Ghpwlh Uyppy 23, 2017

MEMORIAL PARK
PASADENA

85 Holly Street, Pasadena, CA 91101

Starting at 7:00 pm

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
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Genesee Ave.

April 24 @ 12 PM

Fairfax ave.

Turkish

o re  Wilshire Bivd. START: 7600 Beverly Blvd.

Ukhuncd Los Angeles

Buses leave at 11:30AM from:

2uibipuiljup php Uklunod Bl 11:30hk march4justice.com

Glendale Montebello

St Mary's Church 500 S. Central Ave. Holy Cross Cathedral 900 W. Lincoln Ave.
St Gregory Catholic Church 1510 E. Mountain Ave
Armenian Nazarene Church 411 E. Acacia Ave. Hollywood

St Garabed Church 1614 N. Alexandria Ave.
Burbank
St Leon's Cathedral 3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd North Hollywood

Merdinian School 13330 Riverside Dr.
La Crescenta
Crescenta Valley Community Center 2633 Honolulu Ave. Encino

Crescenta Valley Church 6252 Honolulu Ave. Holy Martyrs School 16617 Parthenia St
Holy Martyrs Church 5300 White Oak Ave
Pasadena
St Gregory Armenian Church 2215 E. Colorado Blvd. | Canoga Park/Van Nuys

AGBU High School 2495 E. Mountain St AGBU Marie Manoogian School 6844 Oakdale Ave.
Pasadena Armenian Center 2242 E. Foothill Bivd. St Peter's Armenian Church 17231 Sherman Way
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