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Thousands March for Justice to the Turkish Consulate in Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES — On the 102nd
anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide, tens of thousands participated in
Los Angeles’ March for Justice de-
manding justice for the victims of the
Armenian Genocide.

The April 24 march to the Consu-
late General of Turkey in Los Angeles
was organized by the Armenian Geno-
cide Committee—a coalition of groups
the include the four denominations,
the national political parties, as well as
the most prominent relief, youth and
advocacy organizations in the com-
munity.

The march began at Pan Pacific
Park, adjacent to the Holocaust Mu-
seum and spanned for more than one
and a half miles through the streets of
Los Angeles to the Turkish Consulate
on Wilshire Boulevard.

The event drew a massive audi-
ence of Armenian-Americans and non-

Armenian onlookers who were inter-
ested and curious about the mass
march/rally which resulted in several
street closures in one of the busiest
areas of Los Angeles.

Los Angeles City Council mem-
bers, Paul Krikorian and David Ryu
joined Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti
in addressing the tens of thousands
waiting to participate in the March for
Justice. Mayor Garcetti, who has been
a steadfast ally to the Armenian Cause
and the Armenian-American commu-
nity for many years reiterated his com-
mitment for the proper recognition of
the Armenian Genocide, adding that all
Armenians have an obligation and duty
to watch “The Promise” and urge their
non-Armenian friends and neighbors
to do the same.

The March for Justice concluded
into a rally in front of the Turkish
Consulate. Among the public officials

who addressed the crowd were Rep.
Adam Schiff (D-Burbank), California
Lieutenant Governor Gavin Newsom,
LA City Councilman Paul Koretz and
President of the LA Unified School
District Steve Zimmer.

The program began with the
leaders of the four Armenian denomi-
nations leading the crowd into prayer,
followed by Maria Cozette singing of
the United States and Armenian na-
tional anthems.

Congressman Schiff, a fierce
advocate and leader of the Armenian
Cause in the House of Representatives
delivered an impassioned speech about
the importance of the United States
government to recognize the Genocide
so that future genocides do not prevail.
"Genocide is not a historic relic —
even today hundreds of thousands of
religious minorities face existential
threat from ISIS in Syria and Iraq. It is
therefore all the more pressing that the
Congress recognize the historical fact
of the Armenian Genocide and stand
against modern day genocide and
crimes against humanity."

Lieutenant Governor Newsom
denounced Republican and Democratic
presidents alike for declining to pressure
Turkey to recognize and accept respon-
sibility of the Genocide of Armenians.
He went on to reiterate the State of
California’s stance as a state that be-
lieves in truth and justice, “a State that
believes the Genocide that happened to
the Armenian people was an outrage
and unconscionable act of inhumanity,
not just the Armenian people.”

Continued on page4

President Trump
Issues Statement

Commemorating
“Meds Yeghern”

U.S. President Donald Trump is-
sued a statement on Armenian Re-
membrance Day but followed his pre-
decessors in stopping short of calling
the century-old killings a genocide. He
described the killings as “Meds
Yeghern” — the Great Tragedy.

The statement released by
president’s press office is as follows:

“Today, we remember and honor
the memory of those who suffered
during the Meds Yeghern, one of the
worst mass atrocities of the 20th cen-
tury. Beginning in 1915, one and a half
million Armenians were deported, mas-
sacred, or marched to their deaths in
the final years of the Ottoman Empire.
I join the Armenian community in
America and around the world in
mourning the loss of innocent lives
and the suffering endured by so many.

As we reflect on this dark chapter
of human history, we also recognize the
resilience ofthe Armenian people. Many
built new lives in the United States and
made indelible contributions to our coun-
try, while cherishing memories of the
historic homeland in which their ances-
tors established one of the great civiliza-
tions of antiquity.

We must remember atrocities to
prevent them from occurring again.
We welcome the efforts of Turks and
Armenians to acknowledge and reckon
with painful history, which is a critical
step toward building a foundation for a
more just and tolerant future.”

Lost Evidence of Armenian Genocide
Discovered in Jerusalem Archive

JERUSALEM (The Jerusalem
Poist) -- Lost evidence was recently
recovered in a Jerusalem archive that
researchers have dubbed as “smoking
gun” proof of the Armenian Genocide
by Ottoman Turkey.

Boxes of evidence have rested in
the archives of the Armenian Patri-
archate of Jerusalem for nearly a cen-
tury, inaccessible to scholars "for rea-
sons that are not entirely clear."

In and Article titled: ‘Sherlock
Holmes of Armenian Genocide’ Uncov-
ers Lost Evidence, the New York Times
reported on Saturday that Taner Akcam,
a Turkish historian at Clark University in
Worcester, MA, has come upon an origi-
nal telegram from the military tribunals
that initially convicted the Armenian
genocide's planners. This key evidence
has long been missing, and the lack of
original documents, the Times said, is
the foundation of the Turkish narrative
of denying the genocide.

"Until recently, the smoking gun
was missing," Akcam told the Times.
"This is the smoking gun."

The telegram, in code, is from
Behaeddin Shakir, a high ranking
Ottomoan official, to a colleague, in-
quiring about specifics regarding the
deportation and murder of Armenians
in eastern Anatolia. A copy of this
telegram was used in Shakir's convic-
tion, shortly before almost all original
documents and testimony went miss-
ing, forcing scholars to rely on sec-
ondary sources for their research on
the topic.

According to the Times, Armenian
leadership in Istanbul shipped 24 boxes
of records to England when Turkish
nationalists were seizing control of the
country in 1922. The documents then
made their way to France in the care of
a bishop and finally to the archive of the
Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem,
where they've remained since the 1930s,
inaccessible to scholars "for reasons
that are not entirely clear."

Akcam came upon photographs
of the original telegram in New York,
in the possession of the nephew of a
now-dead Armenian monk.

Justin Trudeau Pays Tribute
to Armenian Genocide Victims

OTTAWA -- Canada’s Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has issued
astatement on 102nd anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide;

“On this day, we solemnly gather
to commemorate the tragic loss of life
among the Armenian population, which
took place over a century ago. In
2015, the House of Commons unani-
mously passed amotion declaring April
24th as Armenian Genocide Memorial
Day.

This day honours the memory
of those who unjustly lost their lives
and suffered during the genocide.
We pay tribute to them and their
descendants, many of who now re-
side in Canada. On this occasion,
Canadians — regardless of faith or
ethnic background — stand together
in solemn remembrance and reaf-
firmed dedication to ensuring that
we never stand indifferently in the
face of hate or violence in any form.

Aswe observe Armenian Geno-
cide Day, please join me in my hope
for a future characterized by peace

and mutual respect.

The Leader of the Official Op-
position and Leader of the Conser-
vative Party of Canada, Rona
Ambrose, also issued a statement on
the occasion of the 102nd anniver-
sary of the Armenian genocide.
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Gaidz Youth Organization Commemorates
Genocide in Pasadena
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PASADENA — Over 150 com-
munity leaders, activists and youth
gathered at the Pasadena Memorial
Park to pay tribute to the 102nd anni-
versary of the commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide.

The event, organized by the Gaidz
Youth Organization (GYO) and Arme-
nian Council of American (ACA) be-
gan with the national anthems of the
United States and Armenia sang by
Noelle Doctorian. Master of Ceremo-
nies and GYO member, David Magalian
discussed the importance of Arme-
nian-Americans educating their non-
Armenian neighbors and friends about
the Genocide.

ACA Board Member Krikor
Moloyan introduced Pasadena City
Councilmember and Vice Mayor Gene
Masuda, as well as Seamus Garrity
representing State Assemblymember
Laura Friendman of the 43rd State
Assembly District which contains the
largest Armenian-American commu-
nity. GYO member Allison Ghafari
followed with an eloquent poem illus-
trating the struggle, survival and resil-
ience of the Armenian people.

Moloyan’s speech reminded the
audience of the atrocities committed
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by the Ottoman Turkish government
towards the Armenian people and the
continuation of assaults on the Arme-
nian people by the current Turkish and
Azeri dictatorships. Following Moloyan
was Father Sarkis Petoyan of the St.
Gregory the Illuminator Church in
Pasadena. Fr. Petoyan’s speech was a
call to action for Armenian youth to
become more involved in the Armenian
Apostolic Church.

GYO member Sarkis Kara-
oghlanian delivered a powerful speech
about the current denialist machines
who are working hard to ensure that
the Genocide is never recognized. He
reiterated the importance of activism
to combat the Turkish regime’s ef-
forts at distorting the historical fact of
the Armenian Genocide.

Nor Serount Cultural Asso-
ciation’s Dance Troupe dazzled the
audience with their beautiful dance
performances and Nor Serount Chair-
man Harout Der Tavitian performed
patriotic songs closing the event. At
the end of the program, attendees
placed flowers at the Armenian Geno-
cide Memorial site which is a perma-
nent display at the north end of the
park.

Los Angeles County Proclaims Armenian
Genocide Day of Remembrance

LOS ANGELES COUNTY - Su-
pervisor Kathryn Barger and the Board
of Supervisors marked the 102nd an-
niversary of the Armenian Genocide
by proclaiming a Day of Remembrance
for one of the darkest chapters in
human history.

“The month of April and the cel-
ebration of the Armenian culture cul-
minates in our Day of Remembrance,
a day where we mourn, remember,
and rejoice in the rebirth of a resilient

people,” said Supervisor Barger.

Earlier this month, Supervisors
Barger and Hahn introduced a motion
proclaiming April as “Armenian His-
tory Month” in Los Angeles County —
the home to the largest population of
Armenians in the United States. The
Armenian community continues to
enrich the region through their leader-
ship in the fields of business, agricul-
ture, academia, medicine, government,
and the arts.
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Truth, Justice & Remembrance Prevail

NEW YORK -- The vow to Keep
the Promise was in full effect on Sun-
day, April 23 as an impressive number
gathered in Times Square to remember
the 1.5 million martyrs and pay hom-
age to their legacy, proving that the
Armenian Genocide commemorations
have only gained momentum since the
centennial.

The relevant and inspiring pro-
gram, organized by the Knights and
Daughters of Vartan since 1985, once
again attracted thousands of support-
ers who waved the vibrant tricolor
flags of Armenia and Artzakh in the
heart of New York City as the past was
remembered and a renewed effort was
made to strengthen the Armenian
Diaspora and the homeland.

Steadfast supporters of the Ar-
menian Genocide were once again in
attendance to speak, particularly com-
mitted elected officials, including Con-
gressman Frank Pallone (D-N.J.), who
acknowledged the accomplishments
of the Armenian Diaspora in champi-
oning genocide recognition around the
world.

A fellow member of the Con-
gressional Caucus on Armenian is-
sues, Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney (D-NY) promised to “con-
front a stubborn resistance.”

She said all nations have a re-
sponsibility to recognize the systemic
extermination of the Armenians and
that until the resolution is passed to
recognize the Armenian Genocide in
the U.S., “we will not stop.”

Appearing every year without fail,
Senator Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.),
who is the current Senate Minority
Leader, pledged to “stand with all of
you in acknowledging the Armenian
Genocide and nothing less.”

He praised the energy and collec-
tive spirit of Armenians a century after
the massacres and hailed the produc-
tion of the major motion picture, The
Promise that “finally shines a light on
this story and puts it in the mainstream
for all to see.”

Scholar David Phillips, who
worked towards reconciliation with
Armenia and Turkey as former chair
of the Turkish-Armenian Reconcilia-
tion Commission, said he always be-
lieved that “hard problems can be solved
through hard dialogue.”

“Butdialogueisimpossibleifone
side wants to humiliate the other,” said
Phillips, noting the efforts of Armenia’s
President Serge Sarkisian towards rec-

in Times Square

onciliation, while Turkey’s then Prime
Minister Recep Erdogan reneged on
their discussions.

Urging the next generation to take
genocide recognition into their own
hands, celebrity attorney Mark Geragos
told the thousands of young people at
the commemoration to “go outside the
political process to create a movement
to never forget.”

“If you as the next generation
don’tkeep the promise, we are doomed
to repeat it.”

Dr. Rachel Goshgarian, Profes-
sor of History at Lafayette College and
Armen McOmber Esq., New Jersey
attorney, ably served as MCs for the
program.

Remarks by sponsoring organiza-
tions were made by Steven Mesrobian,
Armenian National Committee of
America, Talin Yacoubian, Armenian
Assembly of America, Natalie Gabrielian,
Armenian General Benevolent Union,
Shahe Sanentz, ADL-Ramgavars,
Souren Israelyan, Esq., Armenian Bar
Association, Natalie Sarafian, Arme-
nian Council of America, Shant
Mardirossian, Near East Foundation and
Rev. Haig Kherlopian, Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America and
Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America.

Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan,
Prelate of the Eastern Prelacy of the
Armenian Apostolic Church of America,
gave the invocation and Very Rev. Fr.
Vazken Karayan, pastor of Holy Cross
Armenian Church, representing Arch-
bishop Barsamian, Primate of the Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of
America (Eastern), offered the bene-
diction. Other clergy in attendance
included Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian,
Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church of
America.

The winners of this year’s Knights
of Vartan Essay Contest were an-
nounced at the program: Raffi
Salbashian, 1st place, Stephan
Havatian, 2nd place, and Samantha
Khorozian, 3rd place.

The Hovnanian Armenian Day
School students sang the national an-
thems of the United States and Arme-
nia, as well as “God Bless America.”

The Armenian Radio Hour of New
Jersey, led by director Vartan Abdo
streamed the event live in video format
worldwide, reaching more than 50,000
people, with the assistance of his dedi-
cated volunteer staff.
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Garo Paylan Calls for Research Into
Armenian Genocide-Era Deportation Law

ISTANBUL -- HDP Istanbul
deputy Garo Paylan has presented a
research proposal to the Presidency of
the Grand National Assembly of Tur-
key for the examination of the results
of the Provisional Relocation Act en-
acted on 27 May 1915, Istanbul-based
Agos reports.

The MP proposes to investigate
the responsibilities of the government
and public officials at that time, as well
as the daily effects of the consequences
of the deportations.

Garo Paylan’s research proposal
for the Presidency ofthe Turkish Grand
National Assembly includes the fol-
lowing statements: “Following the
Temporary Relocation Act, the Arme-
nian population living in the Ottoman
Empire was subjected to deportation,
leading to devastation in the Syriac,
Keldani, Ezidi and Greek peoples.

“Although the results of this law
have not been investigated by the Turk-
ish Grand National Assembly (TGNA)
for more than 102 years, it has been
known that a large number of casual-
ties have been experienced due to the
Deportation Law.

“Alot of cultural assets and prop-
erty have been seized or confiscated.
The exploitation of the responsibilities

of the government and civil servants
of the period, the day-to-day effects of
the consequences of the deportation,
the benefits of confronting the past
and the truth in ensuring social peace
as a whole in our country, in accor-
dance with Article 98 of the Constitu-
tion, Articles 104 and 105 of the Con-
stitution in order to contribute to the
uncovering of “truth” in order to pre-
vent abuse and to provide more oppor-
tunities for future generations to live
together in Turkey freely and peace-
fully I would like to offer and propose
to open the survey.”

Arch. Karekin Bekchian:
The Process of Armenian Patriarch’s
Election Should Start Now

ISTANBUL
(Agos) -- On April |°
19, Locum Tenens
(Degabah) Armenian
Patriarch of Istanbul
Arch. Karekin
Bekchian and Bishop
Sahak Masalian held
a meeting with the
Coordination Com-
mittee of VADIP
foundation. After
the meeting, Arch.
Bekchian released a
written statement.
Saying that “the process of election
should start now”, the Locum Ten-
ens criticized the attitude of the foun-
dation executives, stating that he will
launch meetings for forming the Elec-
toral Committee and he criticized the
current administration of the patri-
archate.

Here are the highlights from the
statement:

“In the last 5 weeks, I preferred
to wait and hold some meetings mean-
while upon the opinions and recom-
mendations of various authorities.
There was a referendum ahead and the
state advised us to be patient for a
while. Though the patriarchal election
is an internal matter of our church and
society, we had to consider the rec-
ommendations and needs of the gov-
ernment. However, in my opinion, we
should start the process for electing
our 85th patriarch now.

After the Locum Tenens elec-
tion, I expected civil society and foun-
dation executives to respect and sup-
port this election. I also expected the
current administration of the patri-

archate to act in accordance with the
result of degabah election. Unfortu-
nately, [ have to say that my expecta-
tions haven't been met.

We held a meeting with Coordi-
nation Committee of VADIP and Bishop
Masalyan accompanied me. I saw that
the members of the committee respect
the result of degabah election, but they
hesitate over starting the process of
patriarchal election and think that we
have to wait for a while.

Nevertheless, the members of
the committee stated that relations with
the patriarchate and the process of
election would normalize within 10-15
days. Relying on this statement, [ will
work for forming the Electoral Com-
mittee.

On the other hand, it is clear that
clerics who held the degabah election
are under serious pressure. As the
elected degabah and a man of the
cloth, I have to urge the current ad-
ministration of the patriarchate to stop
this unfair and improper behavior and
act in accordance with the ecclesiasti-
cal ethics.”
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Czech Republic Parliament Recognizes
the Armenian Genocide

PRAGUE (Armradio) — The
Chamber of Deputies of the Czech
Republic today approved a resolution,
condemning the genocide of Arme-
nians and other religious and national
minorities in the Ottoman Empire dur-
ing the First World War. The resolu-
tion passed with 104 votes.

The resolution was proposed
by MEP Robin Bonisch from the
CSSD. “I think it was the Czech
Republic’s duty to formally recog-
nize the genocide. And because yes-
terday it was the 102nd anniversary
of the Armenian genocide, I think it
was very symbolic to recognize the
genocide of the Armenians today,”

Bonisch said.

President Milos Zeman also called
the killing of Armenians genocide. On
the occasion of the anniversary, the
President sent a letter to Barsegh
Pilavchian, the spiritual leader of the
Armenian community in the Czech
Republic.

“I agree that history is not meant
to be interpreted by politicians. At the
same time, however, I believe that the
events that cost 1.5 million innocent
people represent a tragic chapter in the
history of not only the Armenian na-
tion but also of the entire civilized
world,” Zeman wrote in a letter pub-
lished on Tuesday.

2017 Aurora Prize Finalists Announced
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YEREVAN — Co-Founders of
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative Ruben
Vardanyan and Noubar Afeyan an-
nounce in Yerevan today the names of
the five Aurora Prize for Awakening
Humanity 2017 finalists.

They have been selected by the
Selection Committee for their excep-
tional impact, courage and commit-
ment to preserving human life and
advancing humanitarian causes.

Aurora Prize finalists are:

Ms. Fartuun Adan and Ms. [lwad
Elman, Founders of the Elman Peace
and Human Rights Centre, Somalia

— Mother and daughter who are
unwavering in their mission to protect
human rights, women’s rights, and
facilitate peace building, development
and the rehabilitation of child soldiers
amidst insecure and dangerous condi-
tions

Ms. Jamila Afghani, Chairperson
of the Noor Educational and Capacity
Development Organization, Afghani-
stan

—Apolio victim who accidentally
received the gift of reading and has
dedicated her life to bringing reading
and education to girls and women,
while enlisting the help of Muslim lead-
ers of faith in her mission.

Dr. Tom Catena, Surgeon at the
Mother of Mercy Hospital in the Nuba
Mountains, Sudan

— A Catholic missionary and doc-
tor who for nearly a decade remains
the only permanent doctor to treat the
remote and war-torn region’s half-
million population, performing more
than 1,000 operations each year

Mr. Muhammad Darwish, Medi-
cal Doctor at the Madaya Field Hospi-
tal, Syria

— A student of dentistry returned
to his hometown and took on the full
responsibilities of a medical doctor,
began to perform medical procedures,
offered care and maintained meticu-
lous documentation of the conditions

Continued on page4
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$20 Million Gift Creates Promise Institute for
Human Rights at UCLA School of Law

)

WESTWOOD (UCLAnews) --
The UCLA School of Law has received
a $20 million gift to launch a new
institute that will serve as a national
hub for human rights education and
advocacy. The Promise Institute for
Human Rights at UCLA School of Law
will be generously supported by pro-
ceeds from the feature film “The Prom-
ise,” as well as other donations and
university resources. The donation is
the largest gift to launch a new insti-
tute in the history of UCLA Law.

“In so many corners of the cam-
pus, our faculty and students are fo-
cused on identifying and addressing
the conditions that create social un-
rest, displacement and injustice,” said
UCLA Chancellor Gene Block. “The
Promise Institute will become UCLA’s
center for collaboration in this area and
will greatly enhance our ability to serve
a global leadership role.”

The institute will advance the law
school’s already-extensive work in the
field of human rights. Law school
faculty and students will collaborate
with scholars in other disciplines from
across the UCLA campus, and the
institute will train the next generation
of human rights leaders and develop
strategies to address crises around the
globe.

Dr. Eric Esrailian, the lead pro-
ducer of “The Promise” and a faculty
member at the David Geffen School of
Medicine at UCLA, spearheaded the
effort to establish the institute.

“The Armenian genocide must
never be forgotten, and this need was
one reason why we made ‘The Prom-
ise,”” Esrailian said. “However, human
rights tragedies — in Syria, the Congo
and South Sudan and a global refugee
crisis — continue to unfold today.

“The Promise Institute is so
named because UCLA and the UCLA
School of Law are making a commit-
ment to keep the promise to the vic-
tims of human rights abuses — that we
will create the tools and train people of
integrity and talent to address these
crises. Out of the darkness of the

Armenian genocide and our film, we
will bring light into the world to help
people who need it today.”

The institute will expand UCLA
Law’s course offerings in human rights
studies, enhance hands-on programs
in human rights law and policy, pub-
lish research and policy assessments,
bring experienced human rights schol-
ars and practitioners to UCLA Law as
faculty members and guest speakers,
support students through fellowships
and scholarships, and host symposia
and related events.

UCLA Law students and faculty
currently work with the Office of the
Prosecutor of the International Crimi-
nal Court and the United Nations Spe-
cial Rapporteurs on the Right to Food
and on Contemporary Forms of Rac-
ism, Racial Discrimination, Xenopho-
bia and Related Intolerance; and with
human rights organizations in coun-
tries including Bangladesh, Honduras,
India and South Africa.

“This visionary giftis a giant step
toward making UCLA Law the premier
center for human rights in Southern
California,” said UCLA Law Dean Jen-
nifer Mnookin. “While the school al-
ready has a strong record of human
rights scholarship and activity, the
Promise Institute will greatly enhance
our program and have an impact felt
around the world. Dr. Esrailian and the
makers of ‘The Promise’ have shown
extraordinary leadership, and we are
thrilled that their commitment permits
us to launch an institute that promises
to grow into a major academic cross-
roads for human rights.”

Esrailian and Anthony Mandekic,
president and CEO of Tracinda Corpo-
ration, are also the co-managers of
Survival Pictures, which was founded
by the late Los Angeles businessman
and legendary philanthropist Kirk
Kerkorian. Survival Pictures was es-
tablished to tell this story of persever-
ance and human endurance, and it has
begun a campaign to teach the public
about the genocides and mass atroci-
ties of the 20th and 21st centuries.

Thousands March for Justice

Continued from page 1

Masters of Ceremony Hrach
Avedissian and Lara Armani skillfully
guided the rally, which included re-
marks from the Armenian Genocide
Committee by Silva Katchiguian, Raffi

Hamparian and Armig Khodanian. The
youth’s message was delivered by Rafi
Orphali. The rally also featured musi-
cal performances by R-Mean, Joseph
Krikorian, Armenchik, Maria Cozette,
and Harout Pamboukjian.
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Dr. Richard Hovannisian to Present
His New Book at Immanuel Armenian
Congregational Church

DOWNEY -- Dr. Richard
Hovannisian, Professor Emeritus of
Armenian and Near Eastern History at
UCLA, will present a talk on his newly
published book "Armenian Communi-
ties of the Northeastern Mediterra-
nean: Musa Dagh-Dort Yol-Kessab" at
1:30PM on Sunday, April 30,2017, at
the Immanuel Armenian Congregational
Church, 9516 Downey Avenue,
Downey, CA 90240.

"Armenian Communities of the
Northeastern Mediterranean" focuses
on the history, economic, cultural,
educational and political developments
among the Armenians in Musa Dagh,
Dort Yol, and Kessab. It also presents
the thriving Armenian communities of
Beylan and Antioch and the onetime
Armenian villages in the Ruj Valley and
those near Latakia.

Prof. Hovannisian will explore
dramatic episodes in Armenian history
and the heroism of the rugged and
sturdy people who lived and defended
these communities and, in the case of
Kessab and a single village in Musa
Dagh, continue to endure there. The
presentation will also examine the
fraudulent transfer of the Sanjak of
Alexandretta to Turkey in 1939 and the
three-month occupation of the area by
the al-Nusra front in 2014.

Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian is
Professor Emeritus of Armenian and
Near Eastern History at UCLA,
President's Fellow at Chapman Uni-
versity, and Adjunct Professor of His-
tory at USC to work with the Shoah
Foundation on testimonies of survi-
vors of the Armenian Genocide. He
receiveda Ph.D. in history from UCLA
and was a member of the UCLA fac-
ulty since 1962, where he organized
both the undergraduate and graduate
programs in Armenian history and
served as the Associate Director of
UCLA's Center for Near Eastern Stud-

ies for two decades. Professor
Hovannisian is a founder and six-time
president of the Society for Armenian
Studies (SAS), and a member of a
number of editorial boards, scholarly
organizations, and civic organizations.

Dr. Hovannisian has given more
than 2,500 university and community
lectures in 48 countries and has par-
ticipated in numerous teacher work-
shops and international forums and
media events. He has published more
than 30 volumes on Armenia History
and culture and seven other books on
Near Eastern history, society, and cul-
ture. In addition, he has edited and
contributed to fourteen volumes in the
UCLA conference series, "Historic
Armenian Cities and Provinces."

Copies of "Armenian Communi-
ties of the Northeastern Mediterra-
nean," as well as other publications in
the "Historic Armenian Cities and Prov-
inces Series," will be available the af-
ternoon of the lecture.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Refreshments and fellow-
ship will precede the lecture at 12:00
pm in the social hall of the church. For
more information about the lecture
please contact Immanuel church at
(562) 862-7012.

2017 Aurora Prize Finalists Announced

Continued from page 3

of patients, many of them children,
affected by persisting violence, thus
bringing international attention to the
besieged area

Dr. Denis Mukwege, Gyneco-
logical Surgeon and Founder of the
Panzi Hospital, The Democratic Re-
public of the Congo

— An obstetrician turned gyneco-
logical surgeon who is providing physi-
cal, psychological and legal support to
more than 50,000 survivors of sexual
violence in the war-torn country while
fearlessly seeking to bring to justice
those responsible

The finalists will be honored at
the Aurora Prize Ceremony in Yerevan,
Armenia on May 28, 2017 when one
will be chosen as the 2017 Aurora
Prize Laureate. The Aurora Prize Lau-
reate will receive a grant of US$100,000
to support the continuation of their
work, aswellasaUS$1,000,000 award,
which will give them the unique ability
to continue the cycle of giving by
supporting organizations that have in-

spired their work.

The Selection Committee, co-
chaired by Academy Award-winning
actor and humanitarian George
Clooney, includes Nobel Laureates
Oscar Arias, Shirin Ebadi and Leymah
Gbowee; former president of Ireland
Mary Robinson; human rights activist
Hina Jilani; former Foreign Minister of
Australia and President Emeritus of
the International Crisis Group Gareth
Evans; and former president of Mexico
Ernesto Zedillo. The Committee
shortlisted the five finalists from more
than 550 nominations for 254 unique
candidates submitted by the general
public from 66 countries and in 13
languages.

The Aurora Prize for Awakening
Humanity was established in 2015 by
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative on
behalf of the survivors of the Arme-
nian Genocide and in gratitude to their
saviors. The Aurora Prize will honor
an Aurora Laureate each year until
2023, in remembrance of the eight
years of the Armenian Genocide (1915
-1923).
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Grand Sponsor:

Saturday, May 20, 2017

ANCAVE A JL RN

00

presented by the
Armenian Apostolic

ke
WHoly Cross Cathedral
2 pm - 10:00 pm

Beer Garden Open Until Midnight
Q00 W Lincoln Ave = Montebello

Admission: Adults $2.00 Kids (12 & under) Free

&) Find us on Facebook #AFFF2017
For Info Call (323) 727-1113

armenianfoodfair.com
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ST. GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR
ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH
2215 . Colorade Bowlevard, Pasadenz, Califormia 91107

Tel (6263 4499- 1523~ Fax: (6261 4497030
Email: staregoryarmenianchurchie yahoo.com

St. Gregory Armenian Orthodox Bookstore

Presents

The newly published 14th volume in the UCLA series, Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces
Armenian Communities of the Northeastern Mediterranean
Musa Dagh-Ddort-Yol-Kessab

(with Antioch, Beylan, Ruj Valley, and villages near Latakia)

On Sunday May 7, 2017 @ 12:30 pm (Immediately after Badarak)
2215 E. Colorado Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91107

Presented by Dr. Richard G. Hovannisian

Featured Speaker with lllustrated Presentation
Light reception provided, Book purchase and signing available after program

of Prof Hi ian's UCLA conf e

This power-point presentation is based on the last three
series “Historic Armenian Cities and Provinces.” It focuses on lesser known but vibrant Armenian communities
in Asia Minor, such as Ismid, Bardizag, Adabazar, Armash, and Bursa as far as Konia; the Cappadocian region
of Gesaria/Kayseri, Talas, Evkere, Tomarza, and Fvereg-Fenese; and the Northeastern Mediterranean coastal
centers of Dort-Yol, the Sanjak of Alexandretta, Musa Dagh, and Kessab, an area where the rugged and sturdy

1
LR !

i their heroism.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)

* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Name:
Address:
City: -----—-—-—-- State:------——- Zip Code:------
Country: --------------
Tel: Email:




t2 20 - GURU@, UTMPbL 29, 2017 g=2éeké

ul,
ERTHE wiod
| HEROMISE >

LniuwGlwnOtp Lnu UGEE pup Upnwpnipbwb Lwijjwpwibh

By Arka Photo



