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Proudly Celebrating the 25" Anniversary of the Founding oFMashdots e‘m *
Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan's 40 Years of Unparalelled Service and Leadershipto Hig |
Organized by: The Board of Trustees, the Alumni, and the Ladies Auxiliary uft ;

DINNER - BANQUET CELEBRATION

Sunday, June 4, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Phoenicia Banquet Hall
343 N. Central Avenue (at Lexington) * Glendale, California (by reservation) Please call: 818.548.9345

CONCERT - CELEBRATION &
DEDICATION OF DR. DER-YEGHIAYAN'S

Recently-Published Photo-Album

RUOICESIINISILENCES

My Heart Cried, My Soul Cried, My Body Cried
Sunday, June 11, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Pasadena Armenian Church of the Nazarene
1500 E. Washington Blvd. « Pasadena, California (open to the public)
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NKR Army Responds with ‘Preventive
Action’ Against Azeri Missile Strikes

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Nagorno-Karabakh Defense Ministry
stated that its military has carried out
“preventive activities” at the line of
contact with Azerbaijani armed forces
in an apparent retaliation to the guided
missile strikes launched by Baku
against some Armenian defense facili-
ties earlier this week.

“In response to the enemy’s ac-
tivity shown at the line of contact on
May 16-17, units of the Defense Army
took preventive actions, as a result of
which, according to the reliable data
available to corresponding services of
the Defense Army, the Azerbaijani side
suffered losses,” Nagorno-Karabakh’s
Defense Ministry said in a press re-
lease today.

The Ministry alsoreleased a video
purportedly showing the destruction
of some Azerbaijani positions, includ-
ing a communication command point
and a military vehicle.

Azerbaijan’s Defense Ministry
reported today that Armenian armed
forces had opened mortar fire at the
positions of Azerbaijan troops and
populated areas near the frontline. It
said Armenian forces also used mili-
tary drones but could not inflict any
damage “because of their low quality.”

“The armed forces of Azerbaijan
suffered no casualties or loss of mili-
tary hardware,” the Azerbaijani mili-
tary added.

Earlier, on Monday, Azerbaijan

said that its military had destroyed an
Osa air defense system along with its
crew, adding that its deployment near
the line of control was a “provocation”
and a threat to Azerbaijani aircraft.

Armenia and Karabakh confirmed
the strikes, but said they caused only
insignificant damage to the military
hardware and did not result in any
fatalities.

“The Defense Army suffered no
human losses as a result of the provo-
cation by the Azerbaijani armed forces.
We announce that the provocation by
the Azerbaijani armed forces will not
remain without retaliation, while the
entire responsibility of the conse-
quences will be on the shoulders of the
military-political leadership of
Azerbaijan”, MoD Armenia spokes-
person Artsrun Hovhannisian posted
on his Facebook page.

Reports about the latest incidents
in Karabakh come amid heightened
tensions in the Armenian-controlled
region that broke free from Baku’s
control in the early 1990s, triggering a
three-year war that killed an estimated
30,000 people.

The Karabakh military and
Azerbaijani armed forces clashed in
April 2016 in what was later dubbed as
a four-day war that killed dozens on
both sides.

International diplomatic efforts
to resolve the conflict during the last
25 years have brought little progress.

Washington, DC Mayor Condemns
Assaults by Erdogan’s Bodyguards

WASHINGTON, DC - Today,
Washington, DC Mayor Muriel Bowser
Issued the following statement strongly
condemning the violent confrontation
outside of the Turkish ambassador’s
house on Tuesday, May 16 perpetrated
by Turkish president Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s security team.

“What we saw yesterday — a
violent attack on a peaceful demon-
stration — is an affront to DC values
and our rights as Americans. [ strongly
condemn these actions and have been
briefed by Chief Newsham on our

o o

response. The Metropolitan Police
Department will continue investigating
the incident and will work with federal
partners to ensure justice is served.”
Mayor Bowser stated.

Erdogan was in Washington on
May 16 for talks with President Donald
Trump, but his visit was marred by
violence between his bodyguards and
pro-Kurdish demonstrators.

Witnesses said Turkish body-
guards pushed past a Washington po-

Continued on page 2

Ruling Party Claims Victory

In Yerevan Mayoral Elections
Calls it ‘Serious Step Forward’

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) --
Yerevan’s incumbent Mayor Taron
Markarian and his ruling Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK) were on
course to score a comfortable victory
in Sunday’s municipal elections marked
by low turnout and opposition allega-
tions of vote buying.

The HHK gained over 71 percent
of the vote, according to the prelimi-
nary vote results published by the Cen-
tral Electoral Commission (CEC), leav-
ing its two opposition rivals — the Yelk
(Way Out) alliance led by Nikol
Pashinian and the Yerkir Tsirani party
led by Zaruhi Postanjian — distant sec-
ond and third, with 21 and 8 percent of
the vote, respectively.

The CEC put the voter turnout at
almost41 percent. A considerably larger
number of Yerevan residents voted in
Armenia’s parliamentary elections held
on April 2 and also won by the HHK.

Several other major parties and
blocs chose not to join the mayoral
race in the capital for various reasons.
Those included businessman Gagik
Tsarukian’s alliance, which finished
second in the legislative polls.

“The elections were competitive
and democratic, and according to the
preliminary results, the HHK team has

achieved a convincing victory,” the
party’s spokesman and campaign man-
ager, Eduard Sharmazanov, told a late-
night news conference.

The ruling party believes the Sun-
day elections were a “serious step
forward” as compared to the previous
municipal vote held in the capital four
years ago.

Speaking to RFE/RL’s Armenian
service (Azatutyun.am) on Monday,
HHK spokesman Sharmazanov again
denied that the ruling party distributed
cash among voters prior to the vote.

Sharmazanov went as far as to
claim that the allegations made by the
oppositionists only had an adverse ef-
fect on themselves, while making no
harm to the HHK.

Representatives of the observa-
tion groups monitoring the elections,
however, insisted on Monday that the
May 14 vote was not based on the free
expression of will of the voters.

Artur Sakunts, a leading Arme-
nian human rights activist, claimed
that the elections were “10 steps for-
ward in terms of non-democratic stan-
dards.” He insisted that based on the
results of the observations the elec-
tions were not free either at the polling
stations or outside them.

Moscow, Washington

Closely Cooperating on

Karabakh Issue — Richard Hoagland

WASHINGTON, DC -- Russia
and the United States are closely coop-
erating on the Karabakh issue despite
the differences existing between the
two countries, US Co-Chair of the
OSCE Minsk Group Richard Hoagland
said in an interview with the Voice of
America.

“Sure, our national interests dif-
fer from those of Russia, because we
have a different history of relations,
different views in our approaches.
However, having different interests
does not mean we cannot work to-
gether on the issue,” he said.

According to the Ambassador,
Moscow wants establishment of peace
in the South Caucasus like Washington
and Paris do.

“For me it’s clear that Moscow
does not want war in Nagorno
Karabakh, Moscow does not want
war between Armenia and Azerbaijan.
It will destabilize the whole region
and harm Russia’s interests,”
Hoagland said.

According to him, even under the
conditions of worst deterioration of
Russian-American relation, all three
Co-Chairs have closely cooperated
towards peaceful settlement of the
Karabakh issue.

“This is a sphere where we can
say the relations between Washington
and Moscow have no negative im-

pact,” he added.

Amb. Hoagland said “the media-
tors are trying to resume full-scale
negotiations between the parties.”

“Our job is to create an atmo-
sphere of trust that will allow to bring the
parties to the negotiating table,” he said.

Speaking about the four-day war
in April 2016, Richard Hoagland said:
“We have not yet reached a point, where
the international community can ensure
an absolute eradication of violence
through peacekeepers or economic sup-
port. That has to be done by leaders
themselves,” Amb. Hoagland said.

According to the Ambassador,
it’s time for a compromise solution of
the issue, which any of the parties will
benefit from.
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Armenian Customs Officers Arrested Over
Azerbaijani Apples Smuggling

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Special
Investigative Service (SIS) reports that
the customs officer of the Pre-clear-
ance Control Department of Bagratashen
checkpoint and head of the same
department’s shift are arrested as part
of an ongoing investigation into the
case of smuggling of agricultural prod-
ucts into Armenia and receiving bribes
by the officers of Armenia’s State Rev-
enue Committee, which caused a great
damage to the country.

Apples bearing Azerbaijani labels
were first discovered in some food
stores in Yerevan late last month, caus-
ing a stir in the Armenian press and on
social media. Some commentators de-
cried the discovery on moral grounds,
saying Armenia must not buy any prod-
ucts from a country with which it
remains in a de facto state of war.

Many others pointed out that the
imported apples were not taxed and did
not undergo mandatory safety inspec-
tions at the border. The Armenian
State Service for Foodstuff Safety
cited this fact when it confiscated
hundreds of kilograms of the fruit
from stores and markets.

The State Revenue Committee
(SRC), which comprises the national
customs service, officially stated on
April 26 that its customs checkpoints
on Armenia’s borders with Georgia
and Iran did not formally process
any Azerbaijani imports. It said af-

terwards that customs officers at the
Bagratashen border crossing with
Georgia took kickbacks to allow the
smuggling of the apples.

An SIS statement did not specify
the amount of the alleged bribes or the
physical volume of the smuggled agri-
cultural produce.

The law-enforcement agency re-
ported on Wednesday that criminal
charges have been levelled against four
other persons who it said smuggled the
Azerbaijani apples via Georgia from
January through April. Itaccused them
ofevading more than 7.3 million drams
($15,000) in taxes.

The head of the SRC, Vartan
Harutiunian, took responsibility for the
alleged smuggling operations at a news
conference held earlier on Thursday.
“Perhaps it was also my failing,” he said.

The tax and customs chief also
said that customs controls at
Bagratashen and other border cross-
ings have been tightened as a conse-
quence of the smuggling scandal.

Armenian TV Cameraman Wounded on
Karabakh Frontline
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STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL)-- A
cameraman for an Armenian televi-
sion station was wounded late on
Wednesday when a car carrying him
came under fire near the Armenian-
Azerbaijani “line of contact” in
Nagorno-Karabakh.

Davit Atoyan was part of a Shant
TV crew that was visiting Karabakh
Defense army positions in the north of
the territory on assignment. He was
reportedly shot in the leg and under-
went surgery in a military hospital in
Stepanakert.

“The car was shot at from a
long-range sniper rifle,” Vitali
Balasanian, a senior Karabakh secu-
rity official, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service (Azatutyun.am).

Another official in Stepanakert,
Davit Babayan, said that Azerbaijani
troops stationed nearby deliberately tar-

geted the civilian vehicle. “They knew
thatitis carrying journalists,” he claimed.

According to the APA news
agency, the Azerbaijani Defense Min-
istry claimed that its frontline troops
shot at a “camouflaged vehicle of the
armed forces of Armenia” in response
to gunfire coming from it.

Ceasefire violations at this and
other sections of “the line of contact”
intensified in the first two months of
this year. They appear to have been
less frequent since the end of March.

Still, daily reports by Karabakh’s
Defense Army suggest that tensions
on the frontlines have somewhat in-
creased in the past week. A statement
by the army said that Azerbaijani forces
fired a dozen rounds from mortars and
light cannons at its positions in north-
eastern Karabakh on Wednesday and
early Thursday.

Artsakh Ombudsman
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Safarov Extradition Prelude to April War

BUDAPEST (Armradio) -- The
Human Rights Defender of Artsakh is
on a visit to Budapest, Hungary, to
attend an International Conference on
“Victims of armed conflicts at the
juncture of international humanitarian
law and human rights law.”

The Conference has been orga-
nized by the foreign affairs agencies of
Hungary and Switzerland.

On 10 May Ruben Melikyan had
meetings with the leadership and mem-
bers of Armenian self-government in
Hungary, with the Spokesman of the
Armenian minority in the Hungarian
Parliament Dr. Tamas Turgyan, and
had an interview with Armenian mi-
nority program broadcasted by the
Hungarian Public Radio.

Whilereferring to Ramil Safarov’s
extradition, Mr. Melikyan highlighted
its causal link with the atrocities car-
ried out by Azerbaijani armed forces
during the 2016 April War.

Ruben Melikyan noted that Sa-

farov’s glorification was accompanied
by the state encouragement to set his
crime exemplary forthe Azerbaijani youth,
and the example was taken in April 2016.

The ombudsman added that
Artsakh people remember the thou-
sands of Hungarian citizens, who raised
their voice of protest against the deci-
sion to extradite Safarov.

Malta’s Premier In the Center of
Corruption Scandal Linked with Azerbaijan

Prime Minister of Malta, presid-
ing state over the Council of the Euro-
pean Union, Joseph Muscat has ap-
peared in the center of the corruption
scandal linked with Azerbaijan, Lon-
don based The Guardian writes, stress-
ing that there are documents in Panama
according to which Joseph Muscat ‘s
wife, Michelle Muscatreceived money
from the daughter of the Azerbaijani
president.

“The owner of a Maltese private
bank — who is alleged to have held
accounts for shell companies belong-
ing to Muscat’s wife, two of his clos-
est Labour party allies and the Azeri
president’s daughter Leyla Aliyeva —
was filmed leaving his offices at night,
with bags reporters claim contained
documents”, the article says.

On 20 April this year, the inves-
tigative journalist Daphne Caruana
Galizia reignited the scandal. On her
blog, she claimed to have evidence that
Egrant, Panama-registered shell com-
pany ultimately belonged to the prime
minister’s wife, Michelle Muscat.

She alleged that a series of pay-
ments, in the form of loans, had been
routed to Egrant. The largest, for
$1.017m, was allegedly made in March
lastyear. They are claimed to have come
from an account at Pilatus bank belong-
ing to Al Sahra FZCO. And the owner of
Al Sahra was allegedly the daughter of
Azerbaijan’s leader, [lham Aliyev.

“The connection has raised eye-
brows because the two countries have
significant dealings in the energy sector.
Azerbaijan’s state oil company is a share-
holder in Malta’s new power station.

Muscat and his wife deny receiv-
ing payments or having any connec-
tion to Egrant and say they will sue for
libel”, writes The Guardian.

The articles mentions that upcom-
ing elections in Maltawill be held on June
3 and such scandals negatively impact
the opportunities of the Labour Party led
by the Premier. “The offshore leak that
led to the resignation of Iceland’s prime
minister a year ago is threatening to end
the career of another head of state”, the
article concludes.

Washington, DC Mayor Condemns

Continued from page 1

lice cordon outside the Turkish
ambassador’s residence and attacked
the protesters with their fists and feet.
A police spokesman described the
assault as a “brutal attack on a peaceful
protest” and said investigators were
studying video evidence and would seek
to identify and question the suspects.
Two suspects — not from
Erdogan’s detail — were arrested at
the scene and 11 people were hurt.

The State Department has also
expressed concern to Turkey in the
“strongest possible terms” after the
clashes in Washington.

“Violenceis never an appropriate
response to free speech, and we sup-
port the rights of people everywhere to
free expression and peaceful protest,”
State Department spokeswoman
Heather Nauert said.

“We are communicating our con-
cern to the Turkish government in the
strongest possible terms,” Nauert said.
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I ‘Promise’ It Honored the Memory of the
Armenian People
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By Lorig Yaghsezian

I should start out by mentioning
that I am Armenian, and I grew up
learning about the Armenian genocide
from a young age. There are not any
movies about the Armenian genocide
that have made it to the movie theaters.
Most of the films are too gruesome for
the general public to even watch, so 1
was very nervous that this movie was
not going to give the genocide justice
by dumbing it down with a love story,
but I was wrong.

The Armenian genocide began in
1915 in Turkey and resulted in the
death of 1.5 million Armenians. The
Turkish government and U.S. govern-
ment still do not accept this tragedy
and that is the sole reason Kirk
Kerkorian donated $90 million to fund
the film, “The Promise,” according to
IMDb.

“The Promise” was the perfect
depiction of the heart-breaking events
that took place during this time in
Armenian history. I had chills more
times than I could count watching this
movie.

“The Promise” tells the story of a
man named Mikael Boghosian (Oscar
Isaac), who was born in Armenia and
raised in Siroun, Turkey. Boghosian
moved to Constantinople to go to medi-
cal school, but to get the money to do
so, he had to get engaged to a woman
named Maral (Angela Sarafyan) for a
dowry of 400 gold coins.

Once he moved to Constantinople,
he fell in love with a woman named
Ana Khesarian (Charlotte Le Bon),
but she was in a relationship with an
American reporter named Chris Myers
(Christian Bale). The rest of the movie
followed their love triangle as they
tried to escape Turkey and return to
safety in Aleppo, Syria.

Since Boghosian was Armenian,
he was not exempt from enlisting in
World War I, even though he was a
medical student. The war turned into
the extermination of the Armenian popu-
lation. The Armenian men enlisted in
the army were put to work in harsh
conditions and once a project was
completed, they were all killed.

What helps this story reach all
audiences is that it was not as graphic
as other genocide movies have been in
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the past. When Boghosian’s family
members are dying, it is more implied
by the characters’ reactions rather
than shown in a series of gruesome
images of blood.

In my opinion, the love story
made the movie have more of an ap-
proachable vibe rather than a terrifying
story of how a population was virtu-
ally exterminated.

I have never cried in the movie
theater before, but I could not hold it
together while watching this movie.
Although I have been hearing about the
horrible events of the genocide my
whole life, this added love story and
the family bond shown in the movie
made it even more heart-wrenching
every time someone died.

The acting throughout the movie
emphasized the distress of the whole
situation. When the characters were
upset, I felt their pain, and when they
were hopeful, so was 1.

What I appreciated the most from
this movie was the fact that it didn’t
end on a somber note. It ended with an
inspirational anecdote by Boghosian in
Armenian with English subtitles, that
emphasized the idea that although Ar-
menians were killed, their culture is
still surviving and is not lost. To me,
that was the most powerful scene of
“The Promise.”

I want to end this review the
same way the movie ended- with a
quote by William Saroyan, a Pulitzer
Prize-winning Armenian poet who was
alive during the time of the genocide.

“I'should like to see any power of
the world destroy this race, this small
tribe of unimportant people, whose
wars have all been fought and lost,
whose structures have crumbled, Ilit-
erature is unread, music is unheard
and prayers are no more answered. Go
ahead, destroy Armenia, see if you can
do it. Send them into the desert with-
out bread or water. Burn their homes
and churches. Then see if they will not
laugh, sing and pray again. For when
two of them meet anywhere in the
world, see if they will not create a New
Armenia,” Saroyan said.

Lorig Yaghsezian is Assistant
Features Editor at the Panther,
Chapman University's student-run
newspaper
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Kaloosdian's Book Tadem Reviewed in April
Issue of Holocaust and Genocide Studies

WASHINGTON, D.C. - Robert
Aram Kaloosdian's book, Tadem: My
Father's Village Extinguished during
the 1915 Armenian Genocide, was re-
viewed in the April 2017 issue of Ho-
locaust and Genocide Studies, the pre-
mier journal of the discipline published
by Oxford University Press on behalf
of the United States Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum. In his review, Robert
Melson, past president of the Interna-
tional Association of Genocide Schol-
ars , describes the book as a "signifi-
cant contribution to historical under-
standing" of the Armenian Genocide.

Dr. Melson, also professor emeri-
tus of political science at Purdue Uni-
versity , writes: "A graduate of Boston
University's School of Law, Kaloosdian
is the founding chairman of the Arme-
nian National Institute, and one of the
founders ofthe Armenian Assembly of
America. Herelies on a written chronicle
of the village and on oral testimonies
by elderly survivors, among them
members of his own family, including
his father Boghos."

Melson continues: "One of the
historical questions that Kaloosdian
helps to clarify...is the role of locals in
the mass violence...Kaloosdian's re-
search demonstrates that a potential
for violence against Armenians at the
local level existed even before the mas-
sacres of 1895-1896."

In her review which appeared in
the Winter 2015 issue of the Journal of
Levantine Studies, Dr. Nazan
Maksudyan of Istanbul Kemerburgaz
University wrote: "Kaloosdian has made
a lasting contribution in reconstruct-
ing the experience of Tademtsis (people
from Tadem) during and after the geno-
cide." Maksudyan added: "Robert Aram
Kaloosdian's Tadem, My Father's Vil-
lage: Extinguished during the 1915 Ar-
menian Genocide is an exceptionally
rich local history of a rather small
village, based mostly on oral histories,
but also on memoirs and other pub-
lished accounts. The book provides an
almost complete picture of life before
the genocide, with detailed population
figures, census-like data on each fam-
ily, socioeconomic background, and so
on. Moreover, the book meticulously
records the different phases of the
genocidal process by presenting Tadem
as a microcosm of the genocide."

The Journal of Levantine Studies
is published by the Van Leer Jerusalem
Institute, a center dedicated to the
interdisciplinary study and discussion
of issues related to philosophy, soci-
ety, culture, and education.

While some would rather we
deny, forget, or ignore the reality of
the Armenian Genocide, the book
serves as a countervailing force for
truth and for remembrance. It further
clarifies with heartbreaking sincerity,
what it is that genocide entails. Be-
cause the book documents the tragedy

TADEM

MY FATHER'S VILLAGE

ROBERT ARAM KALOOSDIAN

at such impressively granular track-
ing, notjusta village or community but
also families and individuals, the reader
is witness to the complex pattern in
which genocide unfolds - often decen-
tralized, and with a collection of dif-
ferently motivated types of perpetra-
tors. The message is particularly poi-
gnant in light of the current turmoil in
the same region where slavery, forced
marriages and conversions, and other
forms of exploitation are seen playing
out against a background of interna-
tional inaction and apathy.

Kaloosdian stated the "voice that
came forth in Tadem is from those
villagers of Tadem who no longer have
avoice. They were peaceful and agrar-
ian, rich in culture but limited in re-
sources, certainly posing no threat to
anyone. The ruin of Tadem never
needed to occur. They were not near a
war zone. Tadem stands as a testa-
ment that religious hatred and racial
prejudice are far more destructive than
the weapons of war."

Kaloosdian's book had already
received two awards in 2016. Tadem:
My Father's Village was awarded an
Independent Book Publishers
Association's (IBPA) Benjamin Franklin
Award as a Silver Winner in the Best
New Voice Nonfiction category. The
IBPA describes the book as follows: "
Drawing on accounts from over a
dozen witnesses, most never before
published, the author recounts the life
and death of one village. With striking
immediacy, the author presents
TADEM as a microcosm of the Geno-
cide and argues that the Turks used the
outbreak of World War I as a cover for
atrocities motivated by religious ha-
tred and greed."

Tadem: My Father's Village also
received an "IPPY" Silver award in the
category of World History. The "IPPY"
Awards, launched in 1996 and given
out by the Independent Publisher Book
Awards, are designed to bring increased
recognition to the deserving but often
unsung titles published by independent
authors and publishers.
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Dr Mary Papazian Inaugurated as
San Jose State University President

SAN JOSE -- May 4, 2017 was a
landmark day for San Jose State Uni-
versity and Armenian people. Dr. Mary
Papazian was inaugurated as 30th Presi-
dent of San Jose State University. She
is first Armenian woman president of a
California State University and only the
third woman president of SJSU.

The inauguration event was filled
with pomp and ceremony on the SISU
campus in the shadows of historic
Tower Building and the Martin Luther
King Jr. Library. His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate of
the Western Diocese, was represented
by Archpriest Fr. Datev Harutyunian,
Pastor of St. Andrew Armenian Church
of Cupertino.

He conveyed Archbishop Derder-
ian’s congratulations to Dr. Papazian
on this well deserved position as Presi-
dent of San Jose State University. Fr.
Harutyunian’s remarks were poignant
and memorable, reminding all “the value
of education as the most powerful tool
that society has to ensure its perpetu-
ation in the present and its prosperity
and happiness in the future.” He ac-
knowledged Dr. Papazian’s “outreach

to the community has been exemplary
and it illustrates (her) understanding
that in today’s world, educational in-
stitutions and the public sphere must
work hand-in-hand.” In closing Fr.
Harutyunian offered a final blessing
upon Dr. Mary Papazian, her loved
ones and “may the Creator bless San
Jose State University under your lead-
ership.”

There were many dignitaries and
noted educators who addressed the
crowd and Dr. Papazian with their well
wishes and accolades.

Dr. Mary Papazian addressed the
crowd atthe inauguration, speaking about
her Armenian heritage from her
grandparent’s genocide stories to her
parent’s commitment to beginning Ar-
menian and passing on their love of
education to their children and her
mother’s passion to being an educator at
an Armenian school in Los Angeles. Dr.
Papazian noted that her family ground-
ing set her on the course of education
and her family, specifically her husband
Dennis, have been great supporters of
her endeavors in her career in academics
and academic administration.

The Armenians of the Levant
a Lecture by Scott Abramson

MISSION HILLS — The Ararat-
Eskijian-Museum and The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) present “The Ar-
menians of the Levant” by Scott
Abramson on Sunday May 21st, at
4PM, Ararat-Eskijian Museum/ Sheen
Chapel, 15105 Mission Hills Rd. Mis-
sion Hills Ca 91345.

Of the Levant’s Armenians, it
might well be said without risking
exaggeration that no other of the
region’s many minorities has contrib-

Armenians

of, the

Levant

Special Lecture by

uted so much to, and in so many
departments of, Levantine life. Indeed,
Armenians can claim credit for found-
ing some of the Levant’s first and
most advanced hospitals, for design-
ing some of its most iconic civic build-
ings, and for introducing photography
—the technology and the industry alike
— to the region. That these and many
other productive contributions were
made by a community more limited in
number and in-fluence than nearly all
ofthe Levant’s other minorities crowns
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Merdinian School’s 35th Anniversary Banquet
Honors Harold and Frances DeMirjian

By Joyce Abdulian

SHERMAN, CA — The scene at
the Wilshire Country Club on May 7,
2017, was joyous as friends of the C.
& E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical
School gathered together to celebrate
the 35th anniversary of the school’s
founding.

The evening opened with an in-
vocation by Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni,
former minister of the United Arme-
nian Congregational Church and one
of the pioneers of Merdinian School.
Mrs. Lina Arslanian, Principal, ex-
pressed her appreciation to members
of the Banquet Committee and shared
her thoughts about how the school
prepares students for life, giving ex-
amples of their academic achievements,
such as participation in the Johns
Hopkins talent search, and awards won
at the Science Fair.

Dee Chorlian and Diana Mangioglu
Nazarian served as Banquet Committee
Co-chairs. Diana Mangioglu Nazarian,
along with MC Tamar Yeghishian, de-
scribed their impressions as school
parents. Both Nazarian and Yeghishian
inspired the crowd with their heartfelt
acknowledgement of the outstanding
Armenian, Christian-based education
provided by Merdinian School. They
praised the principal, Mrs. Lina
Arslanian, and teachers for theirunique
professionalism and devotion.

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Presi-
dent of the Armenian Missionary As-
sociation of America (AMAA) deliv-
ered greetings from the AMAA.
Merdinian School is under the aus-
pices of the AMAA.

After a delicious dinner, Mrs.
Juliette Abdulian, Vice Chair of the
Merdinian School Board of Directors,
introduced the honorees— Mr. Harold
and Mrs. Frances DeMirjian. Dr. Vahe
Nalbandian, Chairman, presented
Harold and Frances with the “Lifetime

S

Achievement Award” for decades of
devoted service to the school. The
Honorable Adrin Nazarian presented
the honorees with a resolution from
the California State Assembly. The
DeMirjians poignantly expressed their
gratitude for being honored— claim-
ing it a privilege. Sharing their honor
were daughter Debbie DeMirjian, son
Steve DeMirjian, and his wife Carol
Rainey DeMirjian.

Merdinian School Women’s Aux-
iliary Co-Chairs, Ani Hanessian and
Louisa Janbazian, presented the School
with a check for $25,000 in support of
the School’s scholarship program. Dr.
Vahe Nalbandian announced that Ms.
Marie-Louise Meneshian and her
brother, Robert Meneshian, had do-
nated $15,000 to establish a scholar-
ship fund in their name and pledged to
make annual additions to the fund. The
Meneshians offered to match any do-
nations to the school for its scholar-
ship programs.

Keynote speaker, the Honorable
Adrin Nazarian, shared how he and his
wife, Diana, are grateful to have their
two sons, studying at Merdinian—
immersed in the legacy of our Arme-
nian heritage, along with an acclaimed
education. He believes Merdinian em-
powers the students to achieve per-
sonal and academic growth in a warm,
family environment. Mr. Nazarian pre-
sented Merdinian School with a reso-
lution from the California State As-
sembly.

The musical program was com-
prised of two segments: Mrs. Mary
Balian Saghbazarian, accompanied by
her young daughter Lena, sang several
songs. Later, Ms. Nektarine Chilyan
sang and played the Kanoun, an an-
cient Middle Eastern musical instru-
ment. Pastor Harut Khachatryan, Y outh
Pastor of United Armenian Congrega-
tional Church, concluded the evening
with a benediction.

the Armenians’ achievements with still
more glory. Yet, forall the Armenians’
enrichment of Levantine experience,
recognition of their contributions is
lacking, not just in the re-gional con-
sciousness, but in the relevant histori-
ography too. This lecture, which pro-
files some of the modern Levant’s
unsung Armenian builders and mod-
ernizers, presents a modest corrective
to this popular and scholarly over-
sight.

Scott Abramson is a scholar of
the modern Levant, the author of sev-
eral articles — academic and popular —
on the region’s history, and a doctoral
candidate in UCLA’s Department of
Near Eastern Languages and Cultures.

For more information about the
event, contact the Ararat-Eskijian
Museum at (747) 500-7585 or Ararat-
eskijian-museum@netzero.net, or
NAASR at (617) 489-1610 or
hq@naasr.org.
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.

$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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LOS ANGELES COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT

Special Bulletin

4

JR

¥ .
ANDRESSIAN, ARAMAZD
Male, 5 years old, 55 lbs
Brown hair and brown eyes

the above missing juvenile.

Bureau.

Detectives from the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department are seeking assistance in locating

The missing juvenile, Aramazd Andressian Jr, was last seen on the evening of Thursday, April 20,
2017, when he was in the custody of his father, Aramazd Andressian Sr. The father was driving a
2004 Gray BMW 4 door CA/SFILG46 (pictured above). The father was initially detained and has
been released from police custody, but the whereabouts of the juvenile are unknown.

Any information on the whereabouts of the missing juvenile, please contact Sheriff's Homicide

ANDRESSIAN, ARAMAZD
SR.

Male, 34 years old

5'3", 152 Ibs, brown hair
and blue eyes

b | Father of missing juvenile

V

Name:
Address:
City: ----——-—-- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: --------------
Tel: Email:

Any questions or information contact LASD Homicide Bureau.
ATTN: Det. L. Aguilera or Det. M. Boisvert (323) 830-5500
LASD Homicide Bureau 1 Cupania Circle, Monterey Park 91755
* Sheriff's File # 017-00040-3198-402 :
y ’ CRIME STOPPERS :
On Line: hitp:/flacrimestoppers.org - phone: 800 222-TIPS (8477) - or smartphone: Download “P3 Tips" mobile
' - ' app for free or “P3 Mobile” for the hearing impaired '
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