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EU, Armenia Praise Ongoing Efforts
on New Accord

BRUSSELS (RFE/RL) — The
European Union and Armenia reiter-
ated their commitment to shared val-
ues and praised the current work over
anew agreement to be signed later this
year as their top diplomatic represen-
tatives met in Brussels on Tuesday.

At a joint press conference with
Armenian Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian after the 17th meeting of
the Armenia-EU Cooperation Council,
High Representative of the European
Union for Foreign Affairs and Security
Policy Federica Mogherini said that
the EU is “looking forward to Armenia’s
active and constructive stance in prepa-
ration of the upcoming Eastern Part-
nership Summit” to be held in Brussels
in November.

The new EU-Armenia Compre-
hensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement, negotiations over which
were launched in late 2015, was ini-
tialed in Yerevan in March. Its signing
is expected at the Brussels summit.

“The European Union is willing
to expand and deepen cooperation with
Armenia. We are already the first trad-
ing partner for the country, the first
international donor and the strongest
supporter of reforms. We are ready to
continue supporting Armenia’s reform
process across a range of issues, in-
cluding economic development, the
business environment, the judiciary,
human rights, the fight against corrup-
tion —issues that are very concrete and
relevant for the citizens of Armenia,”
Mogherini said.

“We have discussed today our
shared values, including our commit-
ment to democracy, human rights, and
the rule of law, which underpin the

new agreement and our future coop-
eration. We were discussing how far
we have come in the recent years and
months. We launched negotiations in
December 2015, the two of us here in
Brussels, and we come now with good
results that are the result of the hard,
good work of our respective teams,
who I would like also to thank for the
good work we have managed to do.”

The EU official said that the
peaceful resolution of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict was also discussed
during her meeting with Armenia’s
representative. “The European Union
believes the status quo is unsustainable
and that the conflict needs an early
political settlement in accordance with
international law. The European Union
continues to fully support the media-
tion efforts and proposals of the OSCE
[Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe] Minsk Group Co-
Chairs.

“We also exchanged on regional
issues: we discussed the situation
around the conflictin Syria; the broader
regional issues. The EU has also reiter-
ated its commitment to support the
normalization of relations between
Armenia and Turkey and our encour-
agement to both sides to engage in this
process without preconditions,”
Mogherini said.

For his part, Minister Nalbandian
said that “Armenia remains committed
to the goals of the Eastern Partnership
and continues to make its own contri-
bution to the joint efforts in this multi-
lateral framework.”

He, in particular, referred to the

Continued on page4

OSCE Mediators Blame Azerbaijan for
Ceasefire Violations in Karabakh

VIENNA (RFE/RL) -- Interna-
tional mediators brokering a peaceful
solution to the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict have condemned recent ceasefire
violations in the region in a statement
issued on Thursday.

The Co-Chairs of the OSCE Minsk
Group, Ambassadors Igor Popov of
Russia, Stephane Visconti of France,
and Richard Hoagland of the United
States, called upon the sides to take
“all necessary measures to prevent any
further escalation in the conflict zone.”

“According to information col-
lected from multiple reliable sources,
on May 15, Azerbaijani armed forces
fired a missile across the Line of Con-
tact, striking military equipment. On
the evening of May 16 and continuing
into May 17, Armenian armed forces
retaliated with mortar fire of various
calibers. These actions by both sides
represent significant violations of the
ceasefire and are cause for alarm,” the

mediators said.

The international mediators said
there are contradictory reports regard-
ing the targets of these recent strikes,
as well as about casualties sustained
and damages inflicted.

“The Minsk Group Co-Chairs and
the Personal Representative of the
OSCE Chairperson-in-Office continue
to collect further data and analysis to
gain more complete and accurate in-
formation about the current situation,”
they said.

Trump Administration’s New Budget
Slashes Aid to Armenia by 67 Percent

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Trump Administration released its bud-
get recommendations for Fiscal Year
2018 (FY18) to Congress today with
substantial budget cuts, the Armenian
Assembly of America (Assembly) re-
ports. The proposed budget for FY18,
called “A New Foundation for Ameri-
can Greatness,” recommended a 29
percent cut overall and a 60 percent
reduction in assistance to Europe and
Eurasia.

“The Assembly will continue to
advance key priorities for the benefit
of the Armenian people and the
strengthening of U.S.-Armenia rela-
tions,” stated Assembly Executive Di-
rector Bryan Ardouny. “As the current
Administration reduces foreign aid
across the board, we must ensure that
Armenia has the resources to address
the compelling humanitarianneeds as a
result of the current refugee crisis,
Turkey’s blockade, as well as
Azerbaijan’s ongoing and deadly
ceasefire violations,” Ardouny added.

Under the Administration’s bud-
get, aid to Armenia would be reduced

by 67 percent, dropping from $20.4
million in FY16 to $6.8 million pro-
posed for FY18. Compared to other
post-Soviet nations in the region, Geor-
gia and Ukraine are slated for a 58
percent decrease and a 70 percent
decrease in aid, respectively. Assis-
tance to Azerbaijan is cut by 90 per-
cent with a total of $1 million envi-
sioned.

The budget request for Armenia
includes $4 million in Economic Sup-
port and Development Fund, $1.5 mil-
lion for International Narcotics Con-
trol and Law Enforcement, and

Continued on page4

LLA Chamber of Commerce Cancels

Turkey Business Forum

&) L0S ANGELES AREA

HAMBER OF COMMERCE

YOU ARE INVITED T0 J0IN THE MAYOR'S OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND THE LOS ANGELES AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE AS WE WELCOME MEMBERS OF THE TURKEY-US BUSINESS COUNCIL (TAIK) TO LOS ANGELES.

LOS ANGELES- The Los Ange-
les Chamber of Commerce has an-
nounced the cancellation of the “Los
Angeles Turkey Business Forum,”
scheduled for Thursday, May 25. Billed
as a roundtable meeting with CEOs
and board members from 12 of the
most prominent companies in Turkey,
the event was to serve as a way to
develop business alliances in LA and
Turkey.

Its cancellation comes in response
to concerns raised by Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian after
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan’s security detail attacked
peaceful protesters outside the Turk-
ish Ambassador’s home on Embassy
Row in Washington, D.C., last week.
The attack, caught on video, shows
Erdogan’s detail leaving his side and
crossing an American police line to

punch, kick and push citizens who
were lawfully exercising their First
Amendmentrights. The attack has been
widely condemned by Republicans and
Democrats alike, with Sen. John
McCain urging the State Dept. to expel
Turkey’s ambassador from the United
States.

Councilmember Paul Krekorian
praised the Chamber’s actions: “I thank
the LA Chamber for being responsive
to my request and cancelling the Los
Angeles Turkey Business Forum. The
unprovoked attack by Turkish state
security officers on peaceful Ameri-
can citizens was reprehensible and a
grave breach of our country’s laws.
That the business community in our
great city recognizes that human rights
must be upheld by all within our bor-
ders is a credit to their vision and
conscience.”
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Texas House of Representatives Passes
Armenian Genocide Resolution

AUSTIN, TX -- The Texas House
of Representatives unanimously
adopted aresolution on Friday, affirm-
ing the Armenian Genocide by a vote
of 137 to 0, reports the Armenian
Assembly of America.

Spearheaded by Texas State Rep-
resentative Scott Sanford (R-TX) with
invaluable support from Representa-
tives Rafael Anchia (D-TX) and Jeff
Leach (R-TX), House Resolution,
House Resolution (HR) 191 says in
part: “During World War I, the crum-
bling Ottoman Empire began a system-
atic campaign to eradicate its Arme-
nian population, which then numbered
more than two million.” The resolution
resolved that “the House of Represen-
tatives of the 85th Texas Legislature
hereby recognize the Armenian geno-
cide.”

"The Armenian Assembly greatly
appreciates the exemplary work and
dedication of the Armenian American
community in Texas, especially Mihran
Aroian who led the effort," stated As-
sembly Grassroots and Development
Associate Mariam Khaloyan. "We look
forward to working to ensure that all
50 states unequivocally affirm the Ar-
menian Genocide and the proud chap-
terin America’s history in helping save

the survivors,” she added.

Mr. Aroian told the Assembly:
“This is a proud moment for Texas and
for all those who support genocide
affirmation and prevention. I would
like to thank Representative Scott
Sanford for his leadership and for all
those who worked diligently to make
this happen.”

Last month, Members of the
Texas legislature had the opportunity
to view a screening of The Promise, an
extraordinary film that depicts the
events of the Armenian Genocide, at
the State Capitol in Austin.

Former Governor Rick Perry
signed Senate Bill (SB) 482 in 2009,
which created the Texas Holocaust
and Genocide Commission to help
preserve information and experiences
of the Holocaust and other genocide
events. During the ceremony, he said:
"In addition to the Holocaust, there
have been five major genocide events
in the 20th century, including the
Armenian, Cambodian, Rwandan,
Bosnian and Herzegovinian, and
Sudanese genocides. Survivors, lib-
erators and others who witnessed
these atrocities have died without leav-
ing their lessons of survival and hu-
manity.”

Rouhani’s Reelection in Iran is Beneficial
for Armenia According to Experts

YEREVAN —
Iran’s reformist
President Hassan
Rouhani’sreelection
is good for Arme-
nia, since it means
that the implemen-
tation of the agree-
ments reached be-
tween the two neigh-
boring countries re-
cently will not be
delayed, an expert in
Yerevanbelieves.

“We will not
have any loss of time,” Vartan
Voskanian, who specializes in Ira-
nian studies, told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service (Azatutyun.am), com-
menting on Rouhani’s May 19 vic-
tory in the Islamic Republic’s presi-
dential election.

“We will have the same team [in
Tehran] that is committed to develop-
ing relations with Armenia,” he added.

Rouhani beat his main challenger,
conservative ex-prosecutor Ebrahim
Raisi in the first round of the election,
polling nearly 57 percent of the vote
and winning another four-year term as
president.

“There are certain processes

ER]

within Iran, but one should not expect
any political upheavals or post-elec-

E3]

tion developments,” said Voskanian.
“The population in Iran is generally
satisfied and even representatives of
the team opposed to Rouhani have
recognized the results of the election.
Iran’s supreme spiritual leader has
blessed by these results,” the expert
explained, concluding: “In fact, the
elections in Iran are over.”

Some Iranians visiting Armenia
also went to cast their ballots at their
country’s embassy in Yerevan on
Friday. Talking to RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service (Azatutyun.am), most
of them said they had voted for con-
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US Summons Turkey Envoy Over DC Clashes

WASHINGTON, DC (VOA) --
The US State Department summoned
Turkey's ambassador after bodyguards
and supporters of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan beat protesters out-
side the Turkish embassy earlier this
week.

A State Department official said
Ambassador Serdar Kilic met Wednes-
day with Under Secretary of State
Thomas Shannon — a day after the
embassy violence.

"Violence is never an appropriate
response to free speech, and we sup-
port the rights of people everywhere to
free expression and peaceful protest,"”
State Department spokesman Heather
Nauert said. "We are communicating
our concern to the Turkish govern-
ment in the strongest possible terms."

Republican Senator John McCain,
head of the Senate Armed Services
Committee, wants even tougher ac-
tion.

"We should throw their ambas-
sador the hell out of the United States
of America," McCain told MSNBC's
Morning Joe broadcast Thursday.

Other U.S. officials also criti-
cized the Erdogan supporters as the
aggressors against peaceful protest-
ers, saying their actions outside the
Turkish ambassador's residence vio-
lated American protections on free
speech.

The embassy blamed the vio-
lence on groups linked to the Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK), saying they
"aggressively provoked Turkish-
American citizens" who had gathered
to greet Erdogan.

"The violence and injuries were
the result of this unpermitted, pro-
vocative demonstration," an embassy
statement said.

Turkey regards the PKK as a

During Erdogan Visit

terrorist group.

Tuesday's fight outside the em-
bassy injured 11 people, at least one
critically. It took place just hours after
Erdogan met with President Donald
Trump at the White House.

Video appeared to show
Erdogan's bodyguards hitting and kick-
ing protesters and pulling out guns as
D.C. police tried to intervene.

Asked what happened, one man
bleeding profusely from a cut to his
forehead said, "The Turks, the Turks,
the Turks attacked us."

Turkish supporters, however,
claimed they were provoked by mem-
bers of the Turkish Kurdish party YPG,
which Erdogan's government consid-
ers a terrorist group for its links to the
PKK.

Washington police said they were
checking reports that two men who
were arrested were among the Turkish
leaders' guards, adding that other sus-
pects were being sought.

Mayor Muriel Bowser con-
demned the violence. "A violent attack
on a peaceful demonstration is an af-
front to D.C. values and our rights as
Americans," she said. "The Metropoli-
tan Police Department will continue
investigating the incident and will work
with federal partners to ensure justice
is served."

Police Chief Peter Nesham called
reports of guns by the pro-Turkey side
"very dicey," adding: "I will say that is
not something that we will tolerate
here in Washington, D.C."

Republican senators McCain and
Ben Sasse separately criticized
Erdogan's supporters on Twitter.

"This is the United States of
America," McCain wrote. "We do not
do this here. There is no excuse for
this kind of thuggish behavior."

tinued reforms.

Armenian President Serzh
Sarkisian over the weekend congratu-
lated President Rouhani on his vic-
tory in the presidential election, em-
phasizing the friendly nature of
Yerevan’s relations with Tehran.

In his congratulatory message to
Rouhani, Sarkisian, as quoted by his
press office, expressed confidence that
during the Iranian president’s tenure
“the friendly neighborly Iran will con-
tinue to develop upward, bringing its
considerable and important contribu-
tion to the establishment of regional
peace and stability.”

“I am hopeful that through our
joint efforts, the traditionally warm

and friendly Armenian-Iranianrelations
will continue to develop and strengthen
in all areas, registering a qualitatively
new level of cooperation between our
peoples,” Sarkisian said.

Sarkisian and Rouhani discussed
ways of deepening economic ties be-
tween the two countries when the
Iranian president paid a visit to Arme-
nia late last year. Those include coop-
eration in the energy and transporta-
tion spheres as well as a tax-free zone
in Armenia for Iranian manufacturing
firms.

Sarkisian also praised Iran for its
balanced position on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict over Nagorno-
Karabakh.
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Armenia Pays Tribute to the Memory of
Pontian Greek Genocide Victims

www.parliament.am

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- Vice-
President of the Armenian National
Assembly Edward Sharmazanov, other
MPs, representatives of the Greek
Embassy in Armenia and the Greek
community visited the Tsitsernakaberd
memorial today to pay tribute to the
memory of victims of the Pontian
Greek genocide.

On behalf of the Armenian Par-
liament, Edward Sharmazanov laid a
wreath at the memorial to the Arme-
nian Genocide victims.

Condemning the crime commit-
ted by Ottoman Turkey at the turn of
the 20th century, Edward Sharmazanov
said “This is also a day of revival.”

“We’ll do our best to prevent
reoccurrence of such crimes against
humanity in the future. An evidence of
this is the existence of two Greek and

two Armenian states. The Armenian
authorities will do everything to reach
international condemnation of geno-
cides against Christian nations, and we
have to combine efforts, because the
denial of genocide is as dangerous as
its perpetration,” Sharmazanov stated.

In 1994 the Hellenic Parliament
recognized and condemned the geno-
cide of more than 600 thousand Pontian
Greeks. Many of those who fled the
genocide found refuge in Armenia and
integrated into the social-economic and
political life of the country.

The genocide of Pontian Greeks
has been recognized by Armenia,
Greece, Cyprus, Sweden and Artsakh
Republic.

The Armenian National Assem-
bly observed a minute of silence today
in memory of victims of the genocide.

Mkhitaryan Wins Manchester United
Goal of the Season Award

MANCHESTER (Manutd.com) -
- Henrikh Mkhitaryan’s amazing ‘scor-
pion’ kick against Sunderland has been
voted Manchester United’s Goal of the
Season for 2016/17 by a big margin.

The Armenian’s effort in the 3-1
Boxing Day win at Old Trafford, an
instinctive backheeled volley from
Zlatan Ibrahimovic’s cross, picked up
57 per cent of the votes in the official
poll on ManUtd.com.

Wayne Rooney’s record-break-
ing 250th goal for United, a spectacu-
lar last-gasp free-kick in January’s
draw at Stoke City, was the runner-up
with 13 per cent, and Paul Pogba’s
long-range drive at Swansea City on
nine per cent completed the top three.

Fans’ favourite Mkhitaryan also
provided three other contenders in the
original 10-strong shortlist for the prize
but his inventive strike against the Black
Cats, the finest goal of his career by his
own admission, proved alandslide victor.

Collecting the accolade at
Thursday’s end-of-season awards cer-
emony at Old Trafford, the 28-year-
old said: "To be honest, I was im-
pressed as well. I just realised when |
went home and watched it again."

Crediting the player who pro-
vided the assist for his award-winning
goal, Zlatan Ibrahimovic, the Arme-
nian quipped: "I couldn't miss this
great opportunity because I received a
great ball from the god!"
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3 Armenian Doctors Depart for Sudan to
Temporarily Substitute for “Aurora Prize”
Finalist Dr. Tom Catena

|

YEREVAN -- Dr. Tom Catena,
who leaves the Nuba Mountains only
in utter necessity, will fly to Armenia
in order to attend the Aurora Prize
weekend of events and the Award
Ceremony in Yerevan. He was nomi-
nated last year as well. Butin 2016, he
didn’t attend the ceremony. He
couldn’t. This year, however, the
people of the Nuba Mountains will be
able to rely on three Armenian doctors
who will be substituting for him, and,
like him, will save lives.

Lieutenant Colonel Gevorg
Voskanian, Major Hayk Hovhannisian
and Armine Barkhudarian —did now
waver for a second when told that they
are urgently needed in a remote corner
of the world.

“This isn’t my first mission.
Twice in 2010 and 2013 I have served
in Afghanistan as a member of the
Armenian peace-keeping forces,” says
Major Hayk Hovhannisian, Deputy
Chiefofthe Surgery Unit at the Central
Clinical Military Hospital of Armenia’s
Defense Ministry. “It didn’t take long
to decide, considering the framework
and urgency of the mission. To me it
would be unacceptable to decline.”

“It is impossible to underesti-
mate the value of humanism for physi-
cians. [ cannot be satisfied working
under relatively easy conditions of
peace while I see there are committed
people who are serving in the most
dangerous places and conditions, re-
gardless of their ethnicity or religion,”
observed Lieutenant Colonel Gevorg
Voskanian, chief surgeon at the Cen-
tral Clinical Military Hospital of Arme-
nia, who has served 23 years as a
military doctor.

In Sudan, Gevorg Voskanian and
Hayk Hovhannisian will be joined by
Armine Barkhudarian, who is on a
humanitarian mission in the hospital of
Malindi, Kenya, where she is much
needed. “Every detail of Tom Catena’s
story is inspiring, I don’t even know
what to highlight. Both of us are doc-
tors, yet it was very difficult for me to
acknowledge where he is now, versus

where I am. The person with the same
profession as me risks his life, he
serves so many patients, lives in those
harsh conditions of war, and what
about me, I thought?”

“The feeling that you save lives s
crucial for a doctor and gives an inner
strength that you cannot substitute by
anything else. Sometimes it cannot
even be described by mere words,”
says Doctor Voskanian.

“You begin to understand and
assess the risks when you grow as a
professional and see your skills re-
quired in places where risk levels are
high,” says Hayk Hovhannisian with
the sober-mindedness ofa soldier. “You
aren’t alone there; you bear the re-
sponsibility for the health and wellbeing
of the people you are out to help. That
is your motivation.”

Reaching the Nuba Mountains in
the south of Sudan is not easy. The
suffering of the local population seems
endless. Dr. Tom Catena has witnessed
it all. The sole surgeon in the local
Mother of Mercy hospital that serves
the entire region, this devout American
Catholic came to Sudan in the peaceful
years preceding the war, and then
refused to leave the people once the
civil war broke out in 2011.

In addition to Dr. Catena, the
other finalists for the 2017 Aurora
Prize are Fartuun Adan and Ilwad
Elman, Jamila Afghani, Dr. Tom
Catena, Muhammad Darwish, Dr.
Denis Mukwege. They have been cho-
sen for their exceptional impact, cour-
age and commitment to preserving
human life and advancing humanitar-
ian causes. The finalists will be hon-
ored at the Aurora Prize Ceremony in
Yerevan, Armenia on May 28, 2017
when one will be chosen as the 2017
Aurora Prize Laureate. The Aurora
Prize Laureate will receive a grant of
US$100,000 to support the continua-
tion of their work, as well as a
US$1,000,000 award, which will give
them the unique ability to continue the
cycle of giving by supporting organi-
zations that have inspired their work.
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Carolyn Rafaelian First Armenian American
to Make a Forbes List

NEW YORK -- Carolyn
Rafaclian, Founder of Alex and Ani,
is on the cover of Forbes’ third an-
nual America’s Richest Self-Made
Women issue. She is the first Arme-
nian American women to make a
Forbes List. The issue, which comes
out June 13th, features the country’s
most successful self-made women
who have crashed ceilings through
invention and innovation.

By turning what women wear
on their wrists into affinity state-
ments, Rafaelian, who is now
America’srichest jeweler, has grown
the Alex and Ani brand into a com-
pany worth more than $1 billion. The
jeweler is working on world domina-
tion and possibly an IPO.

Carolyn started accessories
brand Alex and Ani in 2004 and has
since made it one of the fastest grow-
ing brands in the United States.
Carolyn’s drive to succeed is fueled by
her dedication to creating jobs and
Made in America product - most nota-

WALL STREET'S ROBOCOP - WILLY WONKA OF CHEESE

CARGLYN
RAFAELIAN

3 MVE RANKING OF
AMERICA'S WEALTHIESTFEMALE ENTREPREMEURS
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bly in Providence, Rhode Island where
the company is based —and her Charity
by Design program which will give
back an estimated $50M in July of this
year. Alex and Ani creates meaningful,
eco-conscious jewelry and accesso-
ries to positively empower and con-
nect humanity.

Paros Foundation Completes Renovation
of the Nerkin Karmir Aghpyur School
on the Armenia-Azeri Border

BERKELEY, CA—The Paros
Foundation is pleased to announce the
completion of the third and final phase of
schoolrenovationsinthe village of Nerkin
Karmir Aghpyur. Work at the school
began two years ago and included the
complete renovation of the wings of the
school housing grades 1 — 12. The final
phase of renovation included the kitchen,
dining hall, hallways and adjacentrooms.
The work was completed with generous
donations from Mike and Patricia Starzer
and Jean-Marie & Lori Atamian as part
of the Paros Foundation’s Prosperity on
the Border strategic initiative. The Pros-
perity on the Border initiative identifies
and implements humanitarian, educational
and development projects in vital com-
munities along the Armenia-Azeri border.

“The Paros Foundation has
worked in this important border village
for almost five years to improve con-
ditions for the village residents,” said
Peter Abajian, Executive Director of
the Paros Foundation. “The Starzer
and Atamian families have taken lead-
ership roles in the vital support of
these villagers through their donations
to these projects. I would like to ex-
tend my sincere appreciation and ad-
miration for their support.”

Nerkin Karmir Aghpyur is lo-
cated in Armenia’s Tavush region,
more than three hours from Yerevan.
The people in this isolated border vil-
lage live with the constant threat of
cross border sniper fire. Many of the
village’s men serve as contract sol-

diers guarding their section of
Armenia’s eastern border with
Azerbaijan. The village school has more
than 110 children in attendance. In
total, $110,000 was spent renovating
the school in three phases.

The Paros Foundation under-
wrote all administrative expenses al-
lowing 100% of the contributions to
go directly to the project. Local mate-
rials and labor were utilized whenever
possible to benefit the local economy.

The renovation of the school adds
to the list of other completed projects in
Nerkin Karmir Aghpyur. In 2013, the
village’s medical center was renovated.
Next, the Kindergarten was recon-
structed including the installation of
Armenia’s first security wall to protect
the children as they enter the kindergar-
ten and play on the playground. Both of
these projects were completed through
the sponsorship of the Atamian Family.
In addition family based agribusinesses
were established for 6 families with
more families being added this year. The
Paros Foundation provides these village
families with the materials, expertise and
animals that they want and need to
significantly improve their economic
conditions. Finally, the Foundation has
launched a housing repair program to
implement needed home repairs and ad-
ditions for village families.

Donations to the Paros Founda-
tion, a 501(c) 3 organization, are tax-
deductible to the fullest extent allowed
by law.
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Vartan Gregorian Awarded Honorary Degree
by the University of South Carolina

COLUMBIA -- The University of
South Carolina welcomed Vartan
Gregorian, president of Carnegie Cor-
poration of New York, to its Columbia
campus on May 5th for commence-
ment ceremonies and to receive an
honorary doctoral degree—the
university’s highest recognition.

The Doctor of Letters was con-
ferred by Harris Pastides, President of
the University of South Carolina; Joan
T.A. Gable, Executive Vice President
for Academic Affairs and Provost;
The Honorable John C. von Lehe, Jr.,
Chairman of the Board of Trustees;
and J. Cantey Heath, Jr., Secretary to
the Board of Trustees and University
Secretary. The citation recognized
Gregorian “for his excellence as a
faculty member and administrator in
higher education; for his commitment
to scholarship and learning at the high-
est levels; and for his service in sup-
port of important civic, artistic and
humanitarian organizations.”

Gregorian is a past president of
both Brown University and The New
York Public Library. He was also the
founding dean of the Faculty of Arts
and Sciences at the University of Penn-
sylvania, and also served as that
institution’s provost.

Other honorees included His Ex-
cellency Antonio Manuel De Oliveira
Guterres, Secretary General of the
United Nations, who received an hon-
orary degree of Doctor of Public Ser-
vice; J. Michael Luttig, former U.S.
Circuit Court judge and executive vice
president and general counsel of The
Boeing Company, who received a Doc-
tor of Laws; and Barry Bryan Zegel, an
award-winning television executive with
CBS, who received an honorary degree
of Doctor of Mass Communication.

Overall, more than 6,800 stu-
dents graduated from the Columbia
campus this May, and nearly 8,500
from the University of South Carolina
system.

EU, Armenia Praise Ongoing Efforts

Continued frompage 1

April 2 parliamentary elections in Ar-
menia that he said were marked by an
unprecedented high number of inter-
national observers, “who stated that
the elections were well administered,
fundamental freedoms were respected,
and the results reflected the will of the
population.” At the same time, he
thanked the European Union for “sig-
nificant financial and technical assis-
tance in support of the organization of
free and transparent voting process.”

Nalbandian said that during the
discussions with Mogherini the parties
addressed a number of major regional
and international issues, notably the
Middle East, Turkey, Iran, as well as
the Nagorno-Karabakh issue.

“In this context we highly value
the European Union’s principled posi-
tion on the exclusively peaceful reso-
lution of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict and its continuous support to the
activities of the Minsk Group Co-chair-
manship,” Nalbandian said, as quoted
by his press office.

Trump Administration’s New Budget

Continued frompage 1

$700,000 for Nonproliferation, Anti-
terrorism, Demining and Related Pro-
grams. The President’s budget main-
tains military parity between Armenia
and Azerbaijan, at $600,000 for Inter-
national Military Education and Train-
ing (IMET), but does not recommend
Foreign Military Financing (FMF) to
either country.

In addition, the budget also re-
stated Section 907 of the Freedom
Support Act and the six customary
exemptions for humanitarian and other
assistance programs. Section 907 of
the Freedom Support Act was enacted
in 1992 and required the Government

of Azerbaijan to take “demonstrable
steps to cease all blockades and other
offensive uses of force” against Arme-
nia and Nagorno Karabakh. The
Administration’s budget also maintains
Section 907 of the Freedom Support
Act, which restricts assistance to
Azerbaijan until it ceases its hostile
actions against Armenia.

According to the budget pro-
posal, $2.75 billion would be allocated
to Migration and Refugee Assistance.
The Assembly will continue advocat-
ing for a portion of those funds to go
to Armenia, which has accepted an
influx of refugees as a result of the
crisis in Syria. cide, among other is-
sues.
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Nolw. 4UPYLY SER GANU3LUL} ltll-lllllil;‘l{, — ANNIVE ———VERSARY
Proudly Celebrating the 25" Anniversary of the Founding ’ﬁ ol o
Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan's 40 Years of Unparalelled Service and Leader
Organized by: The Board of Trustees, the Alumni, and the Ladies Auxiliary of t

DINNER - BANQUET GELEBRATION

Sunday, June 4, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Phoenicia Banquet Hall
343 N. Central Avenue (at Lexington) * Glendale, California (by reservation) Please call: 818.548.9345

CONCERT - CELEBRATION &
DEDICATION OF DR. DER-YEGHIAYAN'S

Recently-Published Photo-Album

RUCICESIINISIVENCES

My Heart Cried, My Soul Cried, My Body Cried
Sunday, June 11, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Pasadena Armenian Church of the Nazarene
1500 E. Washington Blvd. = Pasadena, California (open to the public)

For further information: Mashdots College (818) 548-9345 » E-Mail: mashdots@aol.com

'WE ARE PROUD OF THE 25-YEAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE COLLEGE:

STUDENT ENROLLMENT: 7,065 = ALUMNI: 7,034 + JOB PLACEMENT: 96% » FACULTY: 28 » HONORARY FACULTY: 5
COMMUNITY EVENTS: 168 « PRESS RELEASES: 474 « PROCLAMATIONS AWARDED TO THE COLLEGE: 112 « TV PROGRAMS: 2,768
PUBLICATIONS: 21 = PILGRIMAGES TO ARMENIA AND WESTERN ARMENIA: 12  HONORARY PROFESSORSHIPS: 16
HONORARY DOCTORATES: 12 = VISITORS: LOCAL — 4,064, INTERNATIONAL — 988
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