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SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1975

6300 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 1900
Los Angeles, CA 90048

= Life Insurance

» Health Insurance

= Group & Individual
« Long Term Care

= Disability

805 East Broadway
Glendale, CA 91205

300 N. Lake Ave. Suit

« Estate Planning

» Will & Living Trust

» Full Annual Review

= Mortgage Protection
= College Planning

v Yhetna v B

BlueShield

Blug Cross

A Better Decision

Seniors 65& Up Medicare Supplements + Insurance « Prescriptions Drugs RX

Cigna  KAISER PERMANENTE.

More locations and more ways to service your insurance and financial needs

A.B.A. INSURANCE SERVICES

Coverage & Protection
should be on the top ]
of your priority list.

Insurance coverage can help you fin nci
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OSCE Vows Continued Engagement in
Armenia After Office Closure

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe will continue to pro-
mote wide-ranging reforms in Arme-
nia despite the closure of its Yerevan
office forced by Azerbaijan, OSCE
Secretary General Lamberto Zannier
said on Tuesday.

“The closure of the office does
not mean that we will conclude our
cooperation with Armenia,” Zannier
said during a visit to Yerevan. “There
are many important issues on our
agenda.”

“We will therefore try to find
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various ways of working together
and ensuring that the closure of the
office only means that one chapter of
our cooperation has been closed but
other avenues of joint work have
opened up,” he told a joint news con-
ference with Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian.

The OSCE office has implemented
projects relating, among other things,
to human rights, tax and police re-
forms, gender equality and press free-
dom ever since it was opened in 2000.

Continued onpage3

Dr. Tom Catena — 2017 Aurora Prize Laureate

YEREVAN --
The $1 Million Au-
rora Prize for Awak-
ening Humanity was
awarded to Dr. Tom
Catena, a Catholic
missionary from
Amsterdam, New
York who has saved
thousands of lives as
the sole doctor per-
manently based in
Sudan’s war-rav-
aged Nuba Moun-
tains where humani-
tarian aid is re-
stricted. The Aurora
Prize, granted by the Aurora Humani-
tarian Initiative on behalf of the survi-
vors of the Armenian Genocide and in
gratitude to their saviors, was an-
nounced at a ceremony in Yerevan,
Armenia on May 28. He was selected
as the 2017 Aurora Prize Laureate
from more than 550 nominations sub-
mitted from 66 countries.

Dr. Catena willreceive a $100,000
grant and the opportunity to continue
the cycle of giving by donating the
accompanying $1,000,000 award to
organizations of his choice. Dr. Catena
will donate the award to three organi-
zations:

African Mission Healthcare Foun-
dation (AMHF), USA

Catholic Medical Mission Board

(CMMB), USA?

Aktion Canchanabury, Germany

Forthe lastnine years, Dr. Catena
— known by locals as “Dr. Tom” — has
been on-call 24 hours a day, seven
days a week at the Mother of Mercy
Catholic Hospital to care for the more
than 750,000 citizens of Nuba amidst
ongoing civil war between the Gov-
ernment of Sudan and the Sudanese
People’s Liberation Movement. Pa-
tients have been known to walk for up
to seven days to receive treatment for
injuries from bombing attacks and ail-
ments varying from bone fractures to
malnourishment and malaria. It is esti-
mated that Dr. Catena treats 500 pa-

Continued on page 2

California State Assembly Committee Passes
"Divestment from Turkish Bonds" Bill

SACRAMENTO, CA -- Califor-
nia State Assembly Appropriations Com-
mittee has approved "Divestment from
Turkish Bonds" Bill, authored by
Assemblymember Adrin Nazarian (D-
46), on May 26.

Theapproval of Assembly Bill 1597
(AB 1597), known as the Divestment
from Turkish Bonds Act, comes on the
heels of the bill's passage in April 2017,
with a 5-0 vote, in the State Assembly's
Committee on Public Employees, Re-
tirement, and Social Security (PERSS),
chaired by Assemblymember Freddie
Rodriguez (D-52).

"I am humbled and grateful for
my colleagues in the Assembly for
joining with me to fight for justice for
the 1.5 million Armenian souls who
perished in the Genocide," stated
Assemblymember Nazarian. "If Tur-
key continues to fund Armenian Geno-
cide deniers they must be financially
punished," he added.

Upon the enactment of a federal
law imposing sanctions on Turkey, AB
1597 would prohibit the boards of the
California Public Retirement System
(CalPERS) and California State Teach-
ers' Retirement System (CalSTRS)
from "making additional or new invest-

ments or renewing existing investments
issued, owned, controlled, or managed
by the government of Turkey."

Prior to the vote in the PERSS
Committee, the Armenian Assembly of
America submitted a letter of support
in favor of the passage of AB 1597. In
the letter, the Armenian Assembly em-
phasizes that "a vote in favor of this bill
would underscore California's long-
standing commitment towards the pro-
tection of universal human and civil
rights, and send a clear signal to re-
pressive regimes, the world over, that
California invests in countries which
do right by their respective citizens."

H.Res. 354 Condemns Turkish Violence
Against Peaceful Protesters

Resolution Unanimously Passes House Foreign Affairs Committee

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The US
House Foreign Affairs Committee,
unanimously adopted House Resolu-
tion 354, reported the Armenian As-
sembly of America (Assembly). H.
Res. 354 condemns the violence against
peaceful protesters outside the Turk-
ish Ambassador’s residence on May
16, 2017, and calls for measures to be
taken to prevent similar incidents in the
future. House Foreign Affairs Chair-
man Ed Royce (R-CA) was joined by
Ranking Member Eliot Engel (D-NY),
Majority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-
CA), and Democratic Whip Steny
Hoyer (D-MD) in introducing H.Res.
354, requesting "the perpetrators to be
brought to justice."

On the passage of H.Res. 354,
Chairman Royce said: “Armed mem-
bers of President Erdogan’s security
detail savagely beat, choked and kicked
protesters in an unprovoked assault
aimed at silencing these American citi-
zens’ right to free speech and assem-
bly. This timely resolution sends a
clear signal to the Turkish government
that we will not allow any foreign
government to stifle the rights of our
citizens.”

H.Res. 354 says that "any Turk-
ish security officials who directed,
oversaw, or participated in efforts by
Turkish security forces to illegally

FOREIGN AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE

EST.1812

suppress peaceful protests on May 16,
2017, should be charged and pros-
ecuted under United States law." The
Resolution continues: "the United States
should take steps to strengthen free-
doms for the press and civil society in
countries such as Turkey, and combat
efforts by foreign leaders to suppress
free and peaceful protest in their own
countries."

Shocked to see Erdogan’s thugs
attacking peaceful protesters, Ranking
Member Engel stated: “I had been in-
vited, actually, to go to that meeting at
the Turkish Embassy. I didn’t go, and
I’'m glad I didn’t go because I was just
horrified when 1 heard what
happened...This Resolution calls for
those responsible to face justice. This is
a much bigger issue. We’ve seen a
troubling pattern from Turkey in recent
years, but if Turkish government offi-
cials come to our country and try to stifle
American democracy and freedom of
speech, there must be consequences.”
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German MPs Cancel Turkey Trip
Amid High Tensions

BERLIN -- German
lawmakers canceled a
visit to Turkey where
they had planned to talk
to opposition lawmak-
ers, governors and
rights groups about last
month's referendum, |
saying Ankara had re-
fused to give them a
security detail. '

Claudia Roth, a
Green Party lawmaker | g
and vice president of the

Bundestag (German lower house), said

on Wednesday Turkish officials had
informed her the German delegation
would have neither access to parlia-
ment in Ankara nor security guards.

The visit's cancellation is likely
to further strain relations between the
two NATO allies that have deteriorated
over Turkey's refusal to allow German
parliamentarians access to troops based
at the Incirlik air base.

"Yesterday we received the infor-
mation that the highest level on the
Turkish side considers that at the mo-
ment it is not suitable for German mem-
bers of parliament to conduct political
discussions in Turkey," Roth said.

"This is de facto a rejection of
political dialogue. It is a red card for
the German parliament."

A Turkish Foreign Ministry
spokesman said: "At this stage, it was
thought that it would be better if this
visit did not take place, and the de-
manded meetings were not scheduled
for this reason." The spokesman de-
clined to comment why it would be
better to cancel the visit.

Turkey has refused permission
for German lawmakers to visit Incirlik,
where roughly 250 German soldiers
are stationed as part of the coalition
against Islamic State militants.

Defence Minister Ursula von der
Leyen has said she is looking for an
alternative base for the troops and that
Jordan is an option.

The parliamentary delegation
headed by Roth had also wanted to
meet the governor of Diyarbakir, the
main city in Turkey's mainly Kurdish
southeast.

Relations between the two coun-
tries soured in the run-up to Turkey's
April 16 referendum that approved an
increase in President Tayyip Erdogan's
powers, which alarmed Western allies
concerned about a drift towards au-
thoritarian rule in Ankara.

Erdogan angered German and
European officials by accusing Ger-
many of "Nazi-like" tactics after some
local authorities, citing safety con-
cerns, canceled rallies of expatriate
Turks to be attended by Turkish min-
isters to campaign for the referendum.

Turkey Court Accepts 3rd Indictment on
Hrant Dink Murder Case

ISTANBUL (News.am) — The
third indictment on Hrant Dink murder
case was finally accepted by the
Istanbul 14th Court for Serious Crimes.

When this indictment was twice
rejected by the court, Prosecutor
Gokalp Kokeii, who examines this
murder case, had appealed this court
decision, and as a result, it was de-
cided to accept this indictment, ac-
cording to Cumhuriyet (Republic) daily
of Turkey.

Kokeii had motioned that the third
indictment be accepted and joined to
the main murder case.

The third indictment on this mur-
der case brings charges against cur-
rent and former high-ranking military

servicemen, police officers, and state
employees.

Journalist Hrant Dink, the founder
and chief editor of Agos Armenian
bilingual weekly of Istanbul, was
gunned down on January 19, 2007,
outside the then office of this newspa-
per.

In 2011, the perpetrator, Ogiin
Samast, was sentenced by a juvenile
court to 22 years and ten months for
the murder.

After long court proceedings and
appeals, however, a new probe was
ultimately launched in this murder case,
and regarding numerous former and
serving senior Turkish officials’ com-
plicity in this assassination.

Dr. Tom Catena — 2017 Aurora Prize Laureate

Continued from page 1

tients per day and performs more
than one thousand operations each
year.

On being named the 2017 Au-
rora Prize Laureate, Dr. Catena said,
“We all have an obligation to look
after our brothers and sisters. It is
possible that every single person can
make a contribution, and to recog-
nize that shared humanity can lead to
a brighter future. With my faith as
my guide, I am honored to continue

to serve the world and make it a
better place.”

“Dr. Catena is an inspiration
for to anyone who has ever doubted
humanity. Despite tremendous in-
justice and sacrifice, he has dedi-
cated his life to ensuring that the
next generation has a brighter fu-
ture,” said Vartan Gregorian, Presi-
dent of the Carnegie Corporation of
New York, co-founder of the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative, and Aurora
Prize Selection Committee member.
“His service to others is an inspira-
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Opposition Activist Zhirayr Sefilian
Goes on Trial

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A trial
of Zhirayr Sefilian began in Yerevan
on Friday almost one year after the
radical opposition figure was arrested
on charges of plotting an armed re-
volt against the Armenian govern-
ment.

Sefilian, who leads the Found-
ing Parliament opposition movement,
stands accused of acquiring weap-
ons and forming an armed group in
late 2015 to seize government build-
ings in Yerevan. Several other sus-
pects in the case are also under
arrest and are defendants in the trial.

Justice Tatevik Grigorian, the
judge presiding over the proceed-
ings, made a decision today to ad-
journ the hearing as the lawyer of
one of the defendants was absent.
The next court hearing is scheduled
for May 30.

After the court hearing Sefilian’s
lawyer Tigran Hayrapetian claimed
that the investigative body had failed
to prove the oppositionist indeed com-
mitted the acts he is charged with.

State prosecutors claim that
the alleged plot was foiled when
the weapons allegedly acquired by
Sefilian were discovered by the
police. According to their indict-
ment submitted to the court, some
members of the armed group also
refused to participate in what the

prosecutor describe as Sefilian’s
plan to launch an attack that would
have endangered the lives of Arme-
nian army soldiers. The investiga-
tors have not yet elaborated on this
allegation.

Sefilian and other senior mem-
bers of Founding Parliament deny
the charges as politically motivated.

Sefilian was arrested in June
2016 less than one month before
three dozen gunmen affiliated with
Founding Parliament seized a po-
lice station in Yerevan. The gun-
men demanded that President Serzh
Sarkisian free their leader and other
“political prisoners” and step down.
They surrendered to law-enforce-
ment authorities following a two-
week standoff which left three po-
lice officers dead.

Armenia, Cyprus Sign Action Plan
on Defense Cooperation

NICOSIA (armradio) —
Defense Ministers of Armenia
and Cyprus Vigen Sargsian and
Christoforos Fokaides dis-
cussed avenues for deepening
defense ties between the two
countries, as they met in
Cyprus Monday.

Christoforos Fokaides voiced
hope that the first official visit for
the Armenian Defense Minister since
20002 would give new impetus to
bilateral relations.

According to him, the centu-
ries-old Armenian-Cypriotrelations,
the common interests and challenges
serve as important prerequisites for
the deepening the ties. He empha-
sized the role of Armenians, who
established in Cyprus back in the 5th
century and served a unique bridge
between the two countries.

Armenian Defense Minister
Vigen Sargsian, in turn, expressed
gratitude for the participation of
Cyprus’ President and Parliament

Speaker for attending events dedi-
cated to Armenian Genocide centen-
nial in 2015.

Minister Sargsian said there are
two programs for deepening the de-
fense ties — a minimum program,
which includes the steps that need to
be taken in the coming months, and
a maximum program meant for a
longer-term cooperation.

Vigen Sargsian briefed his
counterpart on the situation at the
Artsakh-Azerbaijan line of contact.
The Defense Minister of Cyprus
welcomed the Armenian side’s com-
mitment to solve the issue excep-
tionally in a peaceful way, despite
periodic provocations on the part of
Azerbaijan.

Following the meeting the par-
ties signed the Action Plan for de-
fense cooperation between Armenia
and Cyprus in 2017, as well as an
agreement between the Governments
of Armenia and Cyprus on mutual
protection of secret information.

tion, and it is our hope that the
individuals he has saved will con-
tinue the cycle of gratitude by be-
coming saviors themselves.”

Leading international hu-
manitarian figures and Aurora
Prize Selection Committee mem-
bers, including Gareth Evans,
Hina Jilani, Leymah Gbowee,
Shirin Ebadi, Ernesto Zedillo and
Vartan Gregorian, were in atten-
dance to celebrate the 2017 Au-
rora Prize Laureate.

Guests of the Aurora Prize Cer-
emony also honored the exceptional

contributions of the other four 2017
Aurora Prize finalists: Ms. Fartuun
Adan and Ms. Ilwad Elman, the
Founders of the Elman Peace and
Human Rights Centre in Somalia;
Ms. Jamila Afghani, the Chairper-
son of the Noor Educational and
Capacity Development Organization
in Afghanistan; Mr. Muhammad
Darwish, a medical doctor at the
Madaya Field Hospital in Syria; and
Dr. Denis Mukwege, a gynecologi-
cal surgeon and Founder of the Panzi
Hospital in the Democratic Repub-
lic of Congo.
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Mkhitaryan Awarded With an Order
for his ‘Services to Armenia’

YEREVAN — President Serzh
Sargskian has awarded Armenian Na-
tional Football Team and Manchester
United midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan
with 1st degree Order for “Services to
the Motherland” on the occasion of the
Republic Day on May 28, reports
Armenpress.

The Armenia captainreceived the
order for his ‘brilliant performances
and for worthily presenting Armenia to
the world.’

After the awards ceremony,
Mkhitaryan told reporters he is very
proud of being awarded by the Presi-
dent, and expressed hope this will
contribute to the development of Ar-
menian sport in future as well.

Asked which of his goals can be

compared with the President’s Order,
Mkhitaryan said: “I will not compare it
with any of the goals, they are incom-
parable”.

Asked what the President told
him while awarding the Order,
Mkhitaryan said the President thanked
for presenting Armenia at best in the
world and congratulated on being
awarded with the Order.

Commenting on his decision to
raise the Armenian flag after Europe
League Final, Mkhtaryan said it is
everyone’s duty to raise the Armenian
flag. “It’s always an honor for me to
raise the Armenian flag in different
places. I had that idea long ago and
finally I managed to do it as we won
the Europe League”, Mkhitaryan said.

Swiss Historian Hans-Lukas Kieser -
‘Anti-Armenian Sentiment Was Central Part
of Talaat Pasha’s Life’

YEREVAN -- Swiss historian
Hans-Lukas Kieser has finally arrived
in Armenia after 35 years of studying
and touching upon Armenia and the
Armenian Genocide. He is happy and
excited, because during all those years
he thought about coming to Armenia.

“I like Armenia very much, also
the hospitality of the people. I can say
that life is blossoming here. Here, I see
culture, I see statues of not only heroes
and politicians in the capital, but also
writers and musicians —this is a sign of
life, potential”, he told reporters.

The historian, who was bestowed
the Armenian Presidential Award for
his prominent work on the Armenian
Genocide history, said that Turkey is
experiencing a déja vuin the sense that
history doesn’t repeat, rather political
models do.

“Meaning specific elements are
repeating now, which however aren’t
promising and don’t lead to the future.
This is the feeling which 1 get when 1
look at Turkey. The hopes which we had
during the democratization years—2002-
2010 — are shattered, and models are
beingrepeated. History isneverrepeated,
only models, policy and ideas”, he said.

Although Hans-Lukas Kieser
doesn’t see any prospect for Turkey
recognizing the Armenian Genocide
anytime soon, nevertheless he finds
it positive that the local politicians
raise the issue.

“This is the first time when Parlia-

mentarians openly speak about the Geno-
cide, the representative of the Demo-
cratic People’s Party even spoke about a
proposal of recognition. I believe this is
a potential which is being grossly pres-
sured, butitis impossible to kill potential
—even if it seems hopeless, it can easily
be transformed”, he said.

The Swiss historian said he has
completed studying Talaat Pasha’s bi-
ography, which will be published in
Spring of 2018.

“I’ve put forward two points in
this study. First of all, I showed that
Talaat was a dominant political figure,
he was definitely the first, not Jemal
Pasha, neither Enver. He was the man
on whose shoulders Ataturk built the
Turkish Republic. The other important
point which I showed is that Armenia
and the Armenian Genocide, his
Armenophobic policy had a central
place in his life”, he said.
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American Armenian Rose Float Association
Releases 2018 Float Design

©

Araevian

LOS ANGELES — The American
Armenian Rose Float Association
(AARFA) has released the design for
the next Armenian rose float, which will
take part in the 129th Pasadena Tourna-
ment of Roses, on January 1, 2018.
This will be the Armenian rose float’s
fourth consecutive participation in the
world-renowned tournament.

Carrying the theme “Armenian
Roots,” the new Armenian rose float
will be dedicated to Armenian moth-
ers, daughters, sisters, and grand-
mothers, as individuals who are the
foundation of acts of kindness that
enrich the lives of others; who are a
source of inspiration, hope, joy, and
optimism; and whose unconditional
love contributes to the greatness of
their communities and nation.

The theme of the Armenian rose
float echoes the general theme of the
129th Pasadena Tournament of Roses,
which “Making a Difference.” As de-
scribed by Lance Tibbet, president of
the 2017-2018 Tournament of Roses,
The ‘Making a Difference’ theme is a
way to honor and celebrate all of the
people in our communities who, quietly
and without desire for reward or recog-
nition, act in selfless, generous, and
kind ways to aid or benefit others.”

The design of the new Armenian
rose float was conceived by AARFA
Board member Johnny Kanounji. The

centerpiece consists of the bust of a
young woman dressed in traditional
Armenian garments and headgear and
tending a young pomegranate tree.
The elements in the back and front of
the imposing centerpiece comprise a
colorful pastiche of Armenian mo-
tifs, including Armenian carpets and
pomegranates. While some of the
patterns of the carpets are nods to
ancient Armenian architecture and
heraldry, their background colors are
also rich in symbology. The green,
for instance, symbolizes hope, re-
newal, life, and spring; and red sym-
bolizes beauty, wealth, courage, joy,
and faith.

On New Year’s Day, 2018, the
Pasadena Tournament of Roses will
be seen by about 700,000 spectators
in Pasadena and a global audience in
245 countries and territories.

As in previous years, some 600
community volunteers will work on
the floral assembly of the 2018 Ar-
menian rose float. Given the consid-
erable cost of materials and con-
struction of the float, the AARFA is
appealing for generous grassroots
community support. Tax-deductible
donations can be made online at
www.aarfa.org or sent to the follow-
ingaddress: American Armenian Rose
Float Association, P.O. Box 60005,
Pasadena, CA 91116.

OSCE Vows Continued Engagement in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

Azerbaijan vetoed late last year a further
extension of its mandate, objecting to a
humanitarian demining program spon-
sored by it in Armenia. It claimed that
the program could “strengthen” the Ar-
menian military in the Nagorno-Karabakh
conflict.

Armenia has repeatedly shrugged
off those allegations. It says that Baku
is simply keen to force the closure of
the Yerevan office after having a simi-
lar OSCE office in Baku shut down in
2015 in line with its poor human rights
record.

OSCE decisions on opening such
missions and extending their activities
have to be unanimously approved by all
57 member states of the organization.

Baku did not drop its objections
even after the Armenian government
agreed in January to exclude demining
from the wide range of OSCE ac-

tivities in Armenia. Its uncom-
promising stance prompted a stern
warning from the United States,
with a senior U.S. diplomat say-
ing in February that the office
closure would “reflect poorly on
Azerbaijan.”

A representative of Austria,
the current holder of the OSCE
presidency, told the OSCE’s Per-
manent Council in Vienna on May 4
that the Azerbaijani government
remains adamant in demanding the
shutdown.

The issue seems to have domi-
nated Zannier’s separate meetings
with Nalbandian and President
Serzh Sarkisian. The OSCE secre-
tary general described the talks as
“useful” in a written statement is-
sued later in the day. “I would like
to see the achievements of the Of-
fice preserved and built upon as far
as possible,” he added.



Massis Weekly

NAASR Receives $225,000 Grant
from Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund

BELMONT, MA—The National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) received on May
18,2017, a grant of $225,000 from the
Massachusetts Cultural Facilities Fund
of the Massachusetts Cultural Council
to go toward construction of an eleva-
tor and other accessibility features as
part of NAASR’s $4.5 million project
for its headquarters on Concord Av-
enue in Belmont. With this grant
NAASR has commitments for 70% of
the total budget.

NAASR’s aim is to transform its
building, which has remained virtually
unchanged since its purchase in 1989,
and to welcome the public with a
redesigned bookstore, lounge café,
scholars’ conference room, and gar-
den atrium and solarium, encouraging
research, study, lectures, informal
gatherings, and professional activities
centered around Armenian Studies. The
building transformation is being over-
seen by Symmes Maini & McKee As-
sociations (SMMA) of Cambridge, MA.

Renovations to the building,
funded in part with this grant, will
bring the building into compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) by adding an elevator serving
all levels, an entry ramp, and acces-
sible rest rooms. The renovation will
also add a fourth level (third story) to
the building, with a 150-person event
hall and state-of-the-art audio-visual
technology to allow live streaming and
remote participants and presenters from
throughout the world.

“This grantis essential in helping
to preserve our rare holdings for fu-
ture generations and make them ac-
cessibletoall,” said Yervant Chekijian,
NAASR’s Chairman of the Board.
“With the latest technologies incorpo-
rated into the building, we will be able
to connect people from around the
world and truly become a global center
for Armenian Studies.”

The initial reason for NAASR’s
capital project was to preserve
NAASR’s rare books, periodicals, and
archivesin NAASR's Edward and Helen
Mardigian Library, one of the top five
publicly accessible Armenian Studies
libraries in the world, soon to reach
40,000 volumes in diverse languages
and alphabets, with holdings dating to
the 1600s.

The library has grown to become
world class and is a living legacy of
culture and history after the Armenian
Genocide. NAASR’s holdings are
mostly in Armenian, but many are in
Turkish, Persian, Russian, French, En-

glish, Arabic, and German, and other
languages, and NAASR welcomes any-
one to browse and study in the library.

The inspiring design and upgraded
accessibility will draw professionals,
students, scholars, thought leaders,
genealogical researchers, and the gen-
eral public into the building to attend
evening programs, study, conduct re-
search, browse the bookstore, and
connect with each other.

Founded in 1955, NAASR is the
only national, non-profit organization
serving as a bridge between Armenian
Studies scholars and the public, to
preserve and enrich Armenian culture,
history, and identity for future genera-
tions. Each year, NAASR hosts over
40 lectures on a wide range of topics
from 5th century art to contemporary
realities in the Republic of Armeniaand
the Near East.

NAASR lectures reach a multi-
generational audience, which includes
students, professionals, and the gen-
eral public, and encompasses NAASR’s
contemporary topics series, supported
by Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation,
with programs on Syrian Armenians,
Nagorno-Karabagh, Armenianidentity,
and diasporan involvementin Armenia’s
development.

Eachyear, NAASR awards grants
to scholars and recently helped to fund
Prof. Taner Ak¢gam’s groundbreaking
work uncovering lost evidence about
the Armenian Genocide. NAASR also
operates one of the largest English-
language bookstores on Armenian top-
ics, available onsite and online through
NAASR’s website at www.naasr.org .

NAASR’s mission is to foster
Armenian Studies and build commu-
nity worldwide to preserve and enrich
Armenian culture, history, and identity
for future generations. NAASR
achieved its initial ambitious goal of
advancing Armenian Studies by rais-
ing funds to help endow the first chairs
of Armenian Studies at Harvard and
UCLA less than 50 years after the
Armenian Genocide, and has since gone
on to support other endowed posi-
tions, which now exist at 13 universi-
ties, increasing awareness of Arme-
nian contributions to world culture
and civilization, and laying the factual
foundation upon which Genocide rec-
ognition rests, leading to a new gen-
eration relying on NAASR for aca-
demic research and connections to the
public.

For more information about
NAASR visit www.naasr.org or con-
tact hg@naasr.org or 617-489-1610.
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San Diego Researcher Ph.D. Professor
Ardem Patapoutian Receives One of
Science’s Highest Honors

LA JOLLA,CA— A scientistfrom
The Scripps Research Institute (TSRI)
in San Diego—Ardem Patapoutian—
has been elected to the prestigious Na-
tional Academy of Sciences for his
“distinguished and continuing achieve-
ments in original research,” the acad-
emy announced today. Ardem joins
several other TSRI scientists as mem-
bers of this exclusive group of scien-
tific scholars.

“Ardem has made extraordinary
contributions to science,” said TSRI
President Peter G. Schultz, Ph.D. “His
work, and this well-deserved recogni-
tion, place him among an elite group of
scientists, and we are incredibly proud
to have him as colleague. [ wish him a
hearty congratulations.”

Patapoutian, Ph.D., a TSRI pro-
fessor and member of the Dorris Neu-
roscience Center at TSRI and investi-
gator with the Howard Hughes Medi-
cal Institute, studies how cells “talk”
to each other and send signals through
the body. His lab works to uncover the
basic mysteries of human sensory bi-
ology, such as the proteins underlying
our sense of touch, and contribute to
the development of futuretreatments
for disease.

“It is truly such an honor to be
recognized by the NAS, especially as
the need to advocate for strong sci-
ence public policy is more urgent than
ever,” said Patapoutian. “TSRI has
truly enabled the cutting-edge tech-
niques that have propelled our research
forward.”

Patapoutianisamongtheacademy’s

84 new members and 21 foreign associ-
ates.

The National Academy of Sci-
ences is a private, nonprofit institution
that was established under a congres-
sional charter signed by President
Abraham Lincoln in 1863. It recog-
nizes achievement in science by elec-
tion to membership and, along with
other groups, provides science, tech-
nology andhealth policy advice to the
federal government and other organi-
zations.

Other National Academy of Sci-
ences members at TSRI are Floyd E.
Bloom, Dale L. Boger, Francis V.
Chisari, Benjamin Cravatt, Richard A.
Lerner, Michael B.A. Oldstone, Julius
Rebek, Jr., Paul Schimmel, Peter G.
Schultz, K. Barry Sharpless, Peter K.
Vogt, Charles Weissmann, lan Wil-
son, Chi-Huey Wong, Peter Wright
and Kurt Wiithrich.

The Armenian Evangelical Secondary School
of Anjar Celebrates 75 years of Educational
Service to Armenian Children Worldwide

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Evangelical School of Anjar, located in
the Bekaa region of Lebanon, opened
its doors in 1942 to serve the children
of Musa Dagh heroes who were forced
to leave their babenagan doun (their
homeland) and settle in Anjar. Soon
after, under the leadership of the Ger-
man Hilfsbund Missionaries, led by
Sister Hedwig, the school started a
boarding school and expanded into a
secondary school, giving the first crop
of graduates in 1956. The school be-
came a safe haven for hundreds of
local Armenian children as well as
from over 12 countries.

To celebrate the seventy-five
years of service of the School, the
Alumni has organized a Banquet, to
honor former teachers and principals
and to give special recognition to Sis-
ter Hanna Christenn, 87 years young,
who served in Anjar for almost 50
years. After retiring from her mission
work in Anjar, Sister Hanna volun-

teered to join the Armenian Missionary
Association of America and served
selflessly for many years taking care
of Grannies and opening soup kitchens
in border villages in Armenia, includ-
ing Nuyemperian, Bert and other ad-
joining small villages. In her words,
“yes dzenountov Germanatsi yem, payts
serdov yev hokiyov Hye” — By birth 1
am German, but in my heart and soul |
am Armenian.

The Celebratory Banquet will take
place on Friday, June 23,2017 at 7:00
PM at the Impression Banquet Hall,
located at 212 North Orange Street,
Glendale CA. We invite the Anjar
School Alumni, former students and
supporters of education to join us on
this festive occasion.

For more information, please call
committee members: Nancy Bederian
818-523-4043, Pauline Ishkhanian 818-
489-4562, Raffi Kaljian 818-419-3107
or AMAA West Coast Office 818-937-
9840.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE F00D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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JENNY’S IMMIGRATION
& SOCIAL SERVICES
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1436 W. Glenoaks Blvd., Glendale, CA 91201
Tel: (818) 242-8196 Fax: (818) 937-9120
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Proudly Celebrating the 25" Anniversary of the Founding
Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan's 40 Years of Unparalelled Service and Leader
Organized by: The Board of Trustees, the Alumni, and the Ladies Auxiliary of t

DINNER - BANQUET GELEBRATION

Sunday, June 4, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Phoenicia Banquet Hall
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343 N. Central Avenue (at Lexington) * Glendale, California (by reservation) Please call: 818.548.9345

CONCERT - CELEBRATION &
DEDICATION OF DR. DER-YEGHIAYAN'S

Recently-Published Photo-Album

RUOICESIINISTLENCES

My Heart Cried, My Soul Cried, My Body Cried
Sunday, June 11, 2017, 5:00 PM.

Pasadena Armenian Church of the Nazarene

1500 E. Washington Blvd. « Pasadena, California (open to the public)
For further information: Mashdots College (818) 548-9345 » E-Mail: mashdots@aol.com

'WE ARE PROUD OF THE 25-YEAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE COLLEGE:
 STUDENT ENROLLMENT: 7,065 » ALUMNI: 7,034 » JOB PLACEMENT: 96% * FACULTY: 28 + HONORARY FACULTY: 5
COMMUNITY EVENTS: 168 « PRESS RELEASES: 474 « PROCLAMATIONS AWARDED TO THE COLLEGE: 112 + TV PROGRAMS: 2,768
PUBLICATIONS: 21 » PILGRIMAGES TO ARMENIA AND WESTERN ARMENIA: 12 = HONORARY PROFESSORSHIPS: 16
HONORARY DOCTORATES: 12 « VISITORS: LOCAL — 4,064, INTERNATIONAL — 988
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Advocating for
the public education all
California students deserve!

Sign the Pledge to Keep Our Public Schools Public

Learn more at CTA.org




