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FM Nalbandian: Azerbaijani Leadership
Bears Full Responsibility for the
Consequences of its Provocations
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CHISINUA — As long as
Azerbaijan doesn’t fulfill its obliga-
tions assumed under the 1994-1995
trilateral ceasefire agreements, refuses
to implement the agreements reached
at the Vienna and St. Petersburg sum-
mits, in particular, concerning the
installation of investigative mecha-
nism for ceasefire violations which
can serve also as a preventive mecha-
nism, the leadership of Azerbaijan
bears the entire responsibility for the
consequences of its provocations,
Edward Nalbandian — Foreign Minis-
ter of Armenia, said at the press con-
ference in Chisinau following the in-
formal ministerial meeting of the East-
ern Partnership.

“The Azerbaijani representa-
tives, again by abusing this platform,
deliver provocative statements in-
stead of talking about the topic of the
agenda, the cooperation within the
Eastern Partnership. Security in our

region remains under danger due to
Azerbaijan’s constant threats of use
of force in the context of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict. In April 2016
Azerbaijan unleashed a large-scale
aggression against Artsakh which
was accompanied by gross viola-
tions of international humanitarian
law, atrocities committed against
civilians, including children,
women and elderly people, tor-
tures of the victims’ bodies,
beheadings in DAESH style”, the
Armenian FM said.

FM Nalbandian announced that
on July 4 the Azerbaijani leadership
again, as many times before, used its
own people as a human shield to
bombard Nagorno Karabkah with
heavy artillery, including TR-107
multiple rocket launchers. In response,
the Nagorno Karabakh Defense Army
had to take countermeasures against
the Azerbaijani aggressive actions.

Turkish Lawmakers Could Face Punishment
Over Armenian Genocide Remarks

ANKARA —
Turkey’s ruling Jus-
tice and Development
Party and the Nation-
alist Movement Party |§
(MHP), a far-right po- 5§
litical party that ad- |8
heres to Turkish ul-
tranationalism, have
drafted new Rules of
Procedure for the
country’s Parliament.
The 18-point docu-
ment, in part, envisages limiting the
words used by the opposition.

The new bill stipulates impos-
ing fines on those lawmakers who
will use the “Armenian Genocide”
and “Kurdistan” terms. Deputies
will be fined 12,000 liras for “in-
sulting the Turkish nation and its
history”, which makes up to two-
thirds of an MP’s salary (the salary
of deputies is $ 5,900 ), Hurriyet
reports.

The draft law also features a
series of nationalist clauses, one of

which reads: “Nation is a religious
and ethnic group brought together
around the common values, fate and
future developed through historical
processes.”

Earlier this year, Istanbul-Ar-
menian MP, Garo Paylan was pun-
ished for using the word “Geno-
cide” and was deprived of the right
to participate in the next three par-
liamentary sessions. Later, it was
proposed to deprive him of his
deputy mandate for “inciting eth-
nic hatred.”

OSCE Final Report:

Armenia’s Parliamentary Elections were
Marred by Vote Buying and Intimidation

WARSAW -- Observers from the
Organization for Security and Coop-
eration in Europe have reaffirmed their
preliminary assessment of Armenia’s
recent parliamentary elections, saying
that they were marred by “credible”
reports of vote buying and voter in-
timidation.

The OSCE’s Warsaw-based Of-
fice for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights (ODIHR) deployed the
vast majority of almost 440 European
observers who monitored the April 2
elections. In a joint statement issued
on April 3, they said the Armenian
authorities largely respected “funda-
mental freedoms” during the “well-
administered” vote. But they also re-
ported “credible information about
vote-buying, and pressure on civil ser-
vants and employees of private com-
panies.”

The European Union and the
United States were quick to endorse
those findings, while cautiously prais-
ing the authorities’ conduct of the
polls. The EU’s foreign policy chief,
Federica Mogherini, said through a
spokesperson on April 4 that the offi-
cial vote results, which gave victory to
the ruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK), “reflect the overall will of the
Armenian people.”

“Widespread allegations of vote-
buying in favor of certain parties were
reported throughout the country and
the OSCE/ODIHR [election observa-

tion mission] received many credible
reports directly from voters,” the
OSCE mission said in a separate, final
report released late on Monday. “Alle-
gations extended into election day,
when media reported on and [the mis-
sion] observed large groups of voters
visiting parties’ campaign offices be-
fore voting.”

The mission said OSCE observ-
ers also received “credible reports of
pressure and intimidation on voters,
especially on private and public sector
employees.” It urged the Armenian
authorities and parties to “increase
public trust in the integrity of the
elections” by discouraging Armenians
from selling their votes and ensuring
that they are not forced to vote for
anyone.

Although the HHK is not men-
tioned by name, the appeal seems pri-
marily addressed to the party headed
by President Serzh Sarkisian. Through-
out the parliamentary race the HHK
was accused by its political opponents
and independent media of handing out
vote bribes and pressurizing school-
teachers, civil servants and other pub-
lic sector employees to vote for it.

The OSCE mission also reported
irregularities witnessed by its moni-
tors in or around polling stations on
election day. “The voting process was
assessed negatively in 12 per cent of

Continued on page4

NKR Defense Forces Retaliate to Azerbaijani
Provocation

STEPANAKERT -- Karabakh
Defense Army frontline troops have
retaliated by targeting Azerbaijani forces
which had fired five rockets towards
one of its command points from an
artillery position located within civilian
population in the village of Alkhanli
just southeast of Karabakh.

The NKR Defense Army accused
the Azerbaijanimilitary ofusing Alkhanli
residents as a “human shield.” It also
released a short video that purportedly
shows two Azerbaijan rockets landing

near Karabakh Armenian trenches over-
looking the Azerbaijani village. It said it
was the first time that the Azerbaijanis
used Turkish-made TR-107 multiple-
launch rocket systems since the April
2016 hostilities in and around Karabakh.
Azerbaijan’s Defense Ministry
said a 50-year-old woman and her 2-
year-old granddaughter were killed on
Tuesday. Anotherlocal resident, also a
woman, was seriously wounded.

Continued on page3
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Moscow Slams Azeri Travel Ban
for Russian Armenians

MOSCOW (RFE/RL) -- Russia
publicly demanded on Wednesday
Azerbaijan stop barring Russian citi-
zens of Armenian descent from visit-
ing the South Caucasus country, say-
ing that the “blatant discriminatory
practice” could hurt Russian-
Azerbaijani ties.

The Azerbaijani government has
long maintained a travel ban for not
only Armenia’s citizens but also ethnic
Armenians from other countries be-
cause of the unresolved Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict.It considers any
Armenian presence on Azerbaijani soil
a security risk and an affront to the
country’s honor and territorial integ-
rity.

The TASS agency quoted an un-
named official at the Russian Foreign
Ministry as saying that 25 Russian
nationals with Armenian surnames have
been detained and deported after at-
tempting to enter Azerbaijan so far this
year. The official said Azerbaijani im-
migration officers have also interro-
gated individuals with traditional Rus-
sian names suspected of having Arme-
nian ancestors.

“We have to conclude that Rus-
sian citizens arriving in Azerbaijan are
really discriminated against on ethnic
grounds,” said the official.

“We are continuing to demand an
end to the blatant discriminatory prac-
tice which is not compatible with
friendly relations between the two coun-
tries. We will certainly be drawing

conclusions from the existing situa-
tion.”

According to TASS, the Russian
Foreign Ministry has repeatedly de-
manded explanations from the authori-
ties in Baku and has been told by them
that the travel ban is needed for avert-
ing “undesirable incidents.” The min-
istry official dismissed the explanation
as unsatisfactory.

Commenting on the unusually
strong Russian criticism later in the
day, a spokesman for Azerbaijan’s
Foreign Ministry cited continuing “Ar-
menian occupation” of Azerbaijani ter-
ritory. “Unfortunately, some ethnic
Armenian individuals display ethnically
motivated hostility, and that is why we
take certain measures,” the official
said, according to the Turan news
agency.

Incidentally, Russia’s longtime
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov was
born to an ethnic Armenian father.
Lavrov has visited Baku on a regular
basis.

The Azerbaijan ban also applies
to presumed or actual ethnic Arme-
nians from Turkey, Azerbaijan’s clos-
est ally. In 2014, a Turkish arm-wres-
tler called Zafer Noyan was reportedly
barred from entering Azerbaijan and
participating in a major competition
there because of his last name which
officials at the Baku airport felt is
Armenian. Noyan was forced to flow
back to Istanbul despite his assur-
ances that he isnot of Armenian origin.

Code-Teaching App Developed in Armenia
Wins Grand Prize in Facebook Contest

A code-teaching application
developed in Armenia has been
named the winner of the FbStart
program, TechCrunch reports.

Facebook has announced its
“FbStart Apps of the Year”, which
is an event which recognizes the
most successful apps from the
global FbStart program. This
year’s Grand Prize winner is
SoloLearn (iOS/Android) which
is a free mobile-first app for any-
one who wants to learn how to
code.

SoloLearn’s CEO and Co-
founder Davit Kocharyan came up
with the idea for the app in his native
Armenia, where most of their team
is based, to teach coding to the local
population.

The app’s idea is to educate
members through game mechanics,
peer-to-peer sharing, and user-gen-
erated content. SoloLearn commu-
nity members compete in head-to-
head challenges and unlock hidden
lessons. It offers 12 free courses,
including JavaScript, Swift, Python,
C++, and HTML/CSS.

Yeva Hyusyan, CEO and Co-
founder of SoloLearn told Mike
Butcher of the TechCrunch the app
had hit two major milestones. She
said the first is that it’s turned into
the “friendliest” community of peer
learners. “You get an answer from
your peers in our Q&A forum within
minutes; we have over half a million

SOLOLEARN

L8O eQd

public codes on SoloLearn today
that are used as a great peer-to-peer
learning tool; tens of thousands in-
teractive peer-to-peer challenges are
completed daily,” she said.

The second is that users are
generating a lot of the content them-
selves.

The app has also gotten more
traction, with now 5+ million profiled
learners; 1.5M quizzes completed daily;
3 codes are compiled every second;
and over 1,000 answers are published
every day. Some 40% of users are
based in India, 25% in the US, and the
rest is across Europe.

Developers participated in
FbStart for the chance to win up to
$100,000 in prizes to help scale their
business. The event got 900 submis-
sions from 87 countries.

In addition to SoloLearn, the
other “Apps of the Year” were :

EMEA: Mondly [10S/Android]
—“Alanguage learning platform that’s
the first company to launch a VR
experience for learning languages
(featuring speech recognition and

July 15, 2017

President of Artsakh Congratulates Baroness
Caroline Cox on 80th Birthday: You Have
Always Stood by the Armenian Nation

STEPANAKERT
-- President of the Re-
public of Artsakh Bako
Sahakyan, on Thursday
sent a congratulatory
letter to the member of
the UK House of Lords,
Baroness Caroline
Cox,on the occasion
of her 80th birthday.

“Dear Baroness,

“Let me con-
gratulate You on behalf
of the Artsakh people, |!

the authorities and per-
sonally myself on Your glorious jubi-
lee, the 80th birthday anniversary.

“You have always stood by the
Armenian nation, shared their pain and
anguish, supported in every possible
way our righteous struggle for free-
dom and independence, voiced against
human rights abuses and violence. Due
to Your efforts many people from all
corners of the world learnt about
Artsakh and obtained credible infor-
mation on the Karabakh case.

“The life You lead and Your en-
tire activity deserve upper estimate

and could be reckoned among the best
manifestations of love for mankind.

“Thank You for Your allegiance
and commitment to panhuman values
and democratic principles, for Your
long-standing fundamental and con-
sistent work, for the heartfelt attitude
and tender friendship You nourish to-
wards Artsakh people.

“I once again congratulate You
and wish peace, robust health, suc-
cessand all the bestto Youand all Your
family and relatives,” reads the letter
by the NKR President.

Defense Policy Experts from China
Visit Armenia

YEREVAN--On7July2017, the
National Defense Research University
of the Ministry of Defense of the
Republic of Armenia (NDRU, MoD,
RA) hosted the delegation of experts in
defense policy from the People’s Re-
public of China (PRC) headed by Ma-
jor General Chan Inli, former Head of
the School of Defense Studies of
China’s National Defense University.
The delegation also included high-rank-
ing military personnel ? experts in
China’s national defense, military re-
form and modernization, and interna-
tional military cooperation. The del-
egation was accompanied by the newly-
appointed Military and Air Attaché of
the PRC in the RA, Senior Colonel
Zhang Fenghua and representatives of
the Department of Defense Policy,
MoD, RA.

The guests were welcomed by
the NDRU Head, Doctor of Political
Science, Professor, Lieutenant-Gen-
eral Hayk Kotanjian. The meeting was
also attended by the NDRU Deputy
Head for Research — Head of the Insti-
tute for National Strategic Studies
(INSS), PhD in History Benyamin
Poghosyan, the NDRU Deputy Head
for Education, Head of the Institute for
National Strategic Defense Security
Education, Colonel Suren Davtyan,
Advisor to the NDRU Head, Analyst,
Associate Professor, Doctor of Psy-
chology, Colonel Vazgen Margaryan,
Head of the Center for Regional Stra-
tegic Analysis, NDRU, INSS, PhD in
History David Manasyan and Research
Fellow of the NDRU, INSS, PhD in
Economics Azat Davtyan.

At the beginning of the meeting,

Lieutenant-General Hayk Kotanjian
presented the activities of the NDRU
and the prospects of its development.
Speaking about the cooperation be-
tween Armenia and China in the field
of strategic studies, Professor Kotanjian
touched upon the steps taken towards
the establishment of cooperation be-
tween the NDRU and similar institutions
of China, particularly, mentioning the
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
signed between the NDRU and the China
Institute for International Strategic Stud-
ies (CIISS), as well as the arrangement
for signing a Memorandum of Coopera-
tion between the NDRU and the Xian
Institute of Contemporary International
Studies (XICIS).

A professional discussion fol-
lowed on a number of topics of strate-
gic importance, in particular, on the
possibility of involvement of the South
Caucasian states into the “Belt and
Road” program proposed by China,
the cooperation between the state and
private sectors aimed at developing
China’s military-industrial complex, as
well as issues related to the prospects
of relations between China and the
Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), as
well as the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization (SCO) and the EEU.

The Armenian participants of the
discussion highly appreciated Chinese
experience in the field of military in-
dustry and presented the vision of
developing this sphere in Armenia.

The guests highly appreciated the
research programs supervised by Lieu-
tenant-General Hayk Kotanjian, par-
ticularly highlighting the involvement
of young Research Fellows in them.

chatbot technology).”
Asia-Pacific: Maya [i0OS/An-

droid] — “A free app that makes it

easy for women around the world to

track their periods, monitor related
symptoms, set health reminders,
track pregnancy and connect with
health experts.
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Panel Discussion on the Significance of
“the Promise”

By Michael Rettig

The highly anticipated nationwide
release of “The Promise” in April
sparked a flurry of excitement in the
Armenian American community. Ar-
menian organizations across the coun-
try rallied in support of the first major
Hollywood film to tell the story of the
Armenian Genocide to a wide audi-
ence. Because of this energy, the film
has continued to be a topic of discus-
sion three months after its release.
“The Promise” undoubtedly increased
awareness of the Genocide, but it is
important for Armenians to keep the
issue at the forefront of public dis-
course.

On Tuesday June 27, the Arme-
nian Cultural Conservancy of Fresno
hosted a panel discussion on “The
Promise” to analyze the importance
and lasting impact of the film. The
event, cosponsored by St. Paul Arme-
nian Church, was moderated by local
attorney Marshall D. Moushigian and
included film maker Dr. Carla
Garapedian, associate producer of “The
Promise”; Dr. Matthew Jendian, Pro-
fessor and Chair of the Sociology De-
partment at Fresno State; the Fresno
County Superior Court Justice Houry
Sanderson; and Professor Jack Gei-
ger, professor of Theater Arts at West
Hills Community College. The panel-
ists delivered opening remarks and
then engaged in a lively discussion
with the audience before concluding.

A common theme throughout the
evening was the question of whether
“The Promise” was an effective vehicle
for educating the general public about
the Armenian Genocide. According to
Professor Geiger, the film’s love story
enabled it to attract a wider audience. “If
it were only about the facts of the
Genocide, it would have been a docu-
mentary,” said Professor Geiger, “Like
all great stories, the movie incorporates
themes we could relate to against the
backdrop of significant events.”

Dr. Jendian echoed this senti-
ment in stressing the unique role that
drama plays in fostering empathy in a
way history books and documentaries
do not. According to Dr. Jendian, the
purpose of the film was not to explain
why the Genocide happened, but to
show the events that took place and
stimulate conversation. Successful
drama invests the viewer in the char-
acters and inspires them to further
research the film’s topic. Dr. Jendian
used “The Promise” as an educational
tool by assigning his students to write

reflections on the film for extra credit.
“Theirresponses revealed amuch more
nuanced view of the Genocide than
our intellectual study in the class pro-
duced,” said Dr. Jendian. “They were
deeply moved.”

Dr. Garapedian noted that direc-
tor Terry George was adamant that the
film garner a PG-13 rating so it could
be shown in classrooms. The panel-
ists unanimously agreed that the film
was artistically and educationally more
effective because of its subtle dealing
with the violence. Professor Greiger
appreciated that “The Promise” did not
rely on sensational violence to tell its
story. “I don’t think anyone who saw
the movie left with any doubt about the
brutality of the treatment of the victim.
Despite this, they were able to keep the
PG-13 rating, enabling it to be used for
educational purposes.”

One scene that stood out to Judge
Sanderson was the arrest of more than
200 Armenian intellectuals in Istanbul.
“When you systematically arrest the
leaders of a society, it clearly depicts
the genocidal intent of the perpetra-
tors,” stated Judge Sanderson. “The
film makers were able to portray that
event while leaving most of the vio-
lence to the imagination.”

The audience was especially cu-
rious about the film’s cast, both how
they were impacted by the experience
and how their involvement affected
popular opinion. According to Dr.
Garapedian, lead star Christian Bale
immersed himself in the history when
he accompanied her to the Ararat
Eskijian Museum in Los Angeles. There
he learned more about the Genocide and
the producers’ vision for the film. Bale
demonstrated his passion for the role
when he appeared on multiple talk shows
with fellow co-stars Oscar Isaac and
Charlotte Le Bon to promote the film,
thus increasing public awareness.

Dr. Garapedian revealed that the
producers wanted to cast as many
Turkish actors as possible, but many
of them refused due to fear of reprisals
from the Turkish government. How-
ever, Dr. Garapedian noted the actors
who played the carriage driver Mustafa
and the deputy governor who helped
protect the orphans were both Turk-
ish. Dr. Jendian, whose paternal grand-
mother was adopted and cared for by
a Turkish family, appreciated that the
film depicted such noble Turks. “Ev-
eryone in a society does not embrace
Genocide,” said Dr. Jendian. “Without
people with a heart for others, many of
us would not have survived.”

Migirdi¢ Margosyan's Masterpiece
"Infidel Quarter" in English

Migirdi¢ Margosyan

GAVUR
_ MAHALLE%

Through a series of colorful sto-
ries, Migirdi¢ Margosyan explores the
city of Diyarbakir, Turkey as it existed
in his childhood.

Published in 1992 for the first
time and received a great deal of atten-
tion, Migirdi¢ Margosyan’s cult book
is now in English. Through a series of
colorful stories, complete with a snuff
snorting midwife, a simple-minded
church caretaker, and a superhuman
blacksmith, Migirdi¢ Margosyan ex-
plores the city of Diyarbakir, Turkey
as it existed in his childhood. It was a
time when the city was still home to a
diverse population of faiths, languages
and characters, resembling what New
Yorker  Staff  Writer Raf?
Khatchadourian calls a kind of
“Anatolian Macondo.”

Introducing his birth place and
region, Diyarbakir which left its mark
in Armenian and Kurdish cultures, and
daily lives of ordinary people espe-
cially in ‘40s and ‘50s, Margosyan
leaves both a sweet and bitter after-
taste through his peculiar humor and
storytelling. In Infidel Quarter, a world
in which history is in part a story and
stories are in part history glances at us
through the doorway.

“In my writings, I told about our
neighborhood as I saw and lived. I
presented the characters and names
almost as they are, without making any
changes. Most of them, those sisters
and uncles, must have passed away
already. I wanted to cherish their names
and memories in these lines, in these
books...”

Margosyan is a native of
Diyarbakir and a popular, award win-
ning author. At the age of 15, he was
sent to Istanbul by his family, so that

he could learn his mother tongue, Ar-
menian, better. He made a great suc-
cess with his stories and books in
Armenian. His works include “Mer
AytGoghmere” (1984), “Sdyle Margos
Nerelisen?” (1995), “Biletimiz
Istanbul’a Kesildi” (1998), “Dikrisi
Aperen” (1999), “Tespih Taneleri”
(2006) and “Tanri’nin Seyir Defteri”
(2016).

The current title, Gavur Mahallesi,
was first published in Turkish (1992),
then Kurdish (1999) and now appears
in English (2017). Especially after ‘90s,
he reached a larger audience with his
books in Turkish. He is considered as
the last living and most successful
representative of Armenian country
literature.

Published in Partnership with
Gomidas Institute (London)
LR e

From the book:

“Allahu ekber, Allahu ekber!..”

“Ding-Dong, ding-dong”

“Allahu!..”

“DING”

“Ekber!”

“DONG”

When the Muezzin Nusret, whose
huge nose had turned the color of
tomatoes in the cold, came back down
the minaret, Uso was still pulling on the
church bell rope with his short rotund
body. He was secretly glad that Muez-
zin Nusret had given up and come back
down the minaret. The sound of the
church bell continued to ring out, ring
out far away. It caused all sorts of
confusion as it reached the frozen ears
of every Armenian.

“What’s going on Bedo? Who
would be ringing a church bell at this
hour?”

NKR Defense Forces Retaliate

Continued from page 1

“If the enemy really suffered ca-
sualties among civilians, then we have
to express regret,” said the Karabakh
army commander, Lieutenant-General
Levon Mnatsakanian. “At the same
time I want to make clear that the
armed forces of Artsakh (Karabakh)
... will continue to fully exercise their
right to defend themselves and, ifneed
be, respond to the enemy’s offensive
actions in a targeted and dispropor-
tionate manner.”

Mnatsakanian also warned Baku
against resorting to “further military
adventures,” saying that they would

have “unpredictable consequences.”

Official Yerevan also blamed the
Azerbaijani side for the deadly inci-
dent. Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian discussed it in phone con-
versations with the OSCE Minsk
Group co-chairs. Nalbandian’s press
office said he briefed them on “the
situation after the Azerbaijani provo-
cation.”

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
spokesman, Tigran Balayan, said that
in order to prevent further bloodshed
Baku should comply with confidence-
building agreements that were reached
by Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s presi-
dents last year.
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Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian to talk about
Christian Communities in Turkey

GLENDALE —University of Ox-
ford Associate, Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian
will be in town to present a special
illustrated talk titled, Precarious Citi-
zens: Christian Communities in Tur-
key today on Tuesday, July 18,2017
at 7:30pm at Abrilbookstore - 415
E. Broadway, Glendale, CA. Scholar
will be introduced by Mark Chenian.
Admission is free.

Nearly a century after the estab-
lishment of the Turkish Republic, be-
ing a Christian in Turkey means going
through a continuous process of state-
imposed and societal minoritisation in
virtually all aspects of communal and
individual life. Discrimination and ex-
treme “othering” continue to pose great
challenges to Christian communities.
This presentation will provide a brief
background about the various Chris-
tian communities in Turkey today and
will discuss some of the key problems
facing them,with a particular focus on
the Armenians, the largest Christian
community in the country.

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is an
activist sociologist. In recent years he
has drawn attention to the plight of
minorities and Christian communities
in the Middle East, especially in aca-

demic and policy-making circles. Fol-
lowing his PhD at the London School of
Economics, he was director of research
on Eurasia and lecturer at Cambridge
University’s business school (2003-
2012). Since 2012, he is Associate of the
Faculty of Oriental Studies at University
of Oxford, focusing on Middle Eastern
and Armenian studies. Dr Tchilingirian
has lectured internationally and is the
author of numerous studies and article.
He remains deeply engaged in commu-
nity life and takes active part in civic and
professional projects.

C. & E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical
School Achieves Six-Year Accreditation Status

SHERMAN OAKS -- The C. &
E. Merdinian Armenian Evangelical
School of Sherman Oaks announces
that it has been granted another six-
year accreditation status by the Ac-
crediting Commission for Schools,
Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (ACS WASC). Inaletter to
Principal Lina Arslanian and dated
June 30,2017, the Accrediting Com-
mission for Schools notified the
school of its decision to award a
full-term of accreditation based on
all of the information provided by
the school, including the self-study
report, and the satisfactory comple-
tion of the on-site accreditation visit.
The six-year term of accreditation
supports the school’s continuing
efforts to foster academic excel-
lence, provide Armenian and Chris-
tian education, and instill good moral
values in our children.

During the past year, members
of the Merdinian School community
spent many dedicated hours seri-
ously evaluating the school’s pro-
gram. The school community repre-
sentatives worked side-by-side with
the administration, faculty, staff, and

student representatives in extensive
examinations of all aspects of the
school. With the information gath-
ered, a comprehensive self-study
report was written that reflected the
overall nature of the school includ-
ing areas of strengths and areas of
needed growth. From March 12-
March 15, the Visiting WASC Com-
mittee, consisting of four members
led by Mrs. Sandy Ammentorp, met
with school committee members and
observed all aspects of the school
program. They later shared their rec-
ommendations and commendations
with the school community. This
report was sent to the WASC Ac-
crediting Commission who, after
careful study, granted the school
full accreditation status.

The Merdinian school commu-
nity is committed to providing a
school that meets both the academic
and spiritual needs of the students.
Our capable faculty and staff, strong
curriculum, and the love towards
teaching and learning are among the
reasons for that success. We prom-
ise to continue to pursue this com-
mitment with great joy.

OSCE Final Report

Continued from page 1

observations by IEOM observers,
which is a high number and of con-
cern,” it said, singling out overcrowd-
ing.

“Large groups of people were
present in the immediate vicinity of
polling stations in 30 per cent of obser-
vations, with tension seen in 6 per cent
and intimidation of voters in 4.5 per
cent of observations,” reads the
mission’s report. “The police did not

consistently enforce the legal prohibi-
tion to gather in front of polling sta-
tions ... Intimidation of voters was
reported more often at overcrowded
polling stations compared to other poll-
ing stations observed.”

The report also gives a negative
assessment of 32 of 164 vote counts
monitored by OSCE/ODIHR repre-
sentatives at polling stations across
the country. It primarily blames this
on “interference of unauthorized
people.”

July 15, 2017

Diamond Anniversary Celebration of the

Armenian Evangelical Secondary School of
Anjar, Lebanon

GLENDALE -- An evening of cel-
ebration and joy marked the 75" anniver-
sary of the Armenian Evangelical Sec-
ondary School of Anjar, Lebanon, and
the birthday of German missionary,
Schwester (Sister) Hanna, who dedi-
cated her life to help build and sustain
this institution. Over 350 alumni, former
teachers and pastors of the school, as
well as community supporters gathered
at a banquet on June 23, 2017, in Glen-
dale, California, to celebrate this mile-
stone in the life of the school and pay
tribute to Schwester Hanna.

The Armenian Evangelical Sec-
ondary School with its Boarding School
has distinguished itself as a life-alter-
ing institution for many young Arme-
nian children in the Middle East. In
fact, the Boarding School became home
for over 40 Armenian students who
came from Camp Armen Orphanage in
Tuzla, Turkey, through the efforts of
Hrant Guzelian. Through its open
doors, Armenian students from Leba-
non, Syria, Turkey, Jordan, Egypt,
Kuwait, Bulgaria, Iran, Iraq, India,
Sudan, and Armenia received quality
instruction, Christ-centered teaching,
and nurturing care.

Schwester Hanna Christenn, a
young German missionary, joined
Schwester Hedvig Aenishanslin,
Schwester Hanna Nishke and Schwester
Marie Rock in 1959 in the mission field
of the Bekka Valley where they minis-
tered to the displaced Armenians of
Musa Ler, post-Armenian Genocide.
These missionaries were sent by the
Hilfsbund Foundation, which had been
ministering among the Armenian people
since 1896 starting from historic Arme-
nia, and later in Greece, Bulgaria, Syria,
and Lebanon. Schwester Hanna, who
speaks fluent Armenian, embraced the
Armenians, saying: “I am German by
birth, but my soul has become Arme-
nian. You are my people and I am yours
in Christ.” Responsible for the well-
being of the young children in the board-
ing school, she soon became known as
“Mama Hanna” to them. Taking on the
role of mother, she met their emotional,
physical and spiritual needs. Her self-
less, dedicated service prompted many
of her former students to travel across
the globe, some as far away as Australia,
to pay tribute to her.

In addition to the dedicated ser-
vice of the missionaries at the school,
teachers and principals played a vital
role in educating and shaping the lives
of young children entrusted to their

care. Honored were over 20 teachers
who served within the walls of this
institution and who impacted the lives
of countless students. Heartwarming
scenes of former students and teach-
ers reuniting, sharing fond memories
of their years at the school, were
played out throughout the evening.

Special recognition was given to
the pastors who faithfully served the
Armenian Evangelical Church in Anjar.
Those present, in chronological order
of service, were Rev. Hovhannes
Melkonian, Rev. Hovhannes
Sarmazian,and Rev. Nerses Balabanian.
Also acknowledged were ministered
who are no longer with us: Rev. Aram
Hadidian, Rev. Mardiros Marganian,
Rev. Bernard Guekguezian, Rev.
Manasseh Shnorhokian, and Rev.
Hagop Janbazian. Unable to attend were
the two most recent pastors — Rev.
Raffi Messerlian and the current pas-
tor, Rev. Hagop Akbasharian.

On the occasion of the Armenian
Evangelical Secondary School Dia-
mond Anniversary, Rev. and Mrs.
Hovhannes and Jeanette Melkonian
made a generous donation of $50,000
to the school. Early in their ministry,
Rev.and Mrs. Melkonian served in this
mission field with the four German and
Swiss Missionary Sisters, Rev.
Melkonian as the pastor of the church
and principal of the school, and Mrs.
Melkonian as a teacher at the school.
Acknowledging the vital contribution
of'this institution to the Armenian com-
munity, Rev. and Mrs. Melkonian lov-
ingly gifted to this institution so that
the Lord’s work may continue. The
Melkonians stated: “We love the school
and church, and we love our former
students and colleagues. We have many
beautiful memories of our years in
Anjar, where we experienced the joy
of serving the Lord. We were blessed
during our time there, and we want to
be a blessing.” An emotional moment
for Rev. and Mrs. Melkonian occurred
when Levon Filian, who was a former
student of Rev. Melkonian, acknowl-
edged them for their gracious gift.

On behalf of the AMAA, con-
gratulatory words were delivered by
Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, AMAA presi-
dent. A PowerPoint slideshow was
prepared by Sevan Balabanian, docu-
menting the history of the school.
Finally, the traditional Anjarsti davoul
— zourna accompaniment commenced
an evening of kef which lasted until the
early morning hours.
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THE EVENT OF THE YEAR
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ST. GREGORY ARMENIAN APOSTOLIC CHURCH PASADENA

Ed Bilezikjian - Clarinet
Antranig Kzirian - Oud & Harry Bogosian - Dumbegs

Plus DJ spinning the top dance hits!

At Saint Gregory “Geragos Hall” 2215 E. Colorado Bivd., Pasadena CA 91107

For tickets call:
Vera [Church Office]: 626-449-1523
Vahe: 562-715-8730

Donation: $45
Includes Full Armenian Dinner!
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