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Armenian Police Accused of Covering Up
2016 Violence Against Journalists

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Arme-
nian press freedom groups accused
law-enforcement authorities on Mon-
day of failing to punish the individuals
who attacked journalists during last
summer’s anti-government unrest in
Yerevan.

One of them, the Committee to
Protect Freedom of Speech, argued
that no police officer has been pros-
ecuted in connection with the attacks
that occurred during the July 2016
clashes between security forces and
radical opposition supporters who ral-
lied in support of gunmen occupying
a police station in Yerevan. Accord-
ing to the head of the watchdog,
Ashot Melikian, 27 reporters were
injured at the time.

At least 14 of them, including
three RFE/RL reporters, were am-
bushed by a large group of men wield-
ing sticks as riot police dispersed pro-
testers in the city’s Sari Tagh neigh-
borhood overlooking the besieged po-
lice facility. Human rights activists

suggested at the time that the attackers
were plainclothes officers or govern-
ment loyalists.

President Serzh Sarkisian pub-
licly apologized for the violence, while
urging the injured reporters to “forget
about those incidents.” For his part,
the chief of the Armenian police,
Vladimir Gasparian, ordered his sub-
ordinates to identify and track down
“civilians” who he claimed beat up the
journalists.

Melikian said that the authori-
ties have since pressed criminal
charges only against one of the nine
civilian men who they say were re-
sponsible for the violence.Seven of
them have been fined and avoided
prosecution, he said.

“Civilians could not have done
that,” Melikian told RFE/RL’s Arme-
nian service (Azatutyun.am). “So we
continue to insist that dozens of police
officers who abused their powers must

Continued on page 3

MP Selina Dogan:

"Is it OK to Insult History of Armenians?"

ANKARA -- Istanbul-Armenian
lawmaker Selina Dogan from the op-
position Republican People’s Party has
raised the issue of protecting the rights
of national minorities, including Arme-
nians, at parliamentary debates of a bill
package on prohibiting the term “geno-
cide”, Agos newspaper reports.

Speaking about those articles of
the package which imply punishment
for lawmakers who will insult “the
history of the Turkish nation and the
common past” (mentioning the Arme-
nian Genocide is also considered to be
“aninsult to the Turkish nation’s past™),
Dogan emphasized that these are sim-
ply attempts to silence the voice of
minorities in the parliament.

“Certainly, nobody must insult
the history and common past of the
Turkish people. However, what will
you say about the other peoples? For
instance, is it OK to insult the history
of the Armenian people?”, she said.

She noted that the Turkish ruling

party is silencing all structures neces-
sary for a democratic country one by
one.

“The mediais silenced, academi-
cians are silenced, the business com-
munity is silenced, workers’ unions,
civil society are buried in silence...The

Continued onpage4

US House Committee Approves Assistance
for Nations Hosting Syrian Refugees

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Last
week, the U.S. House Appropriations
Committee approved the Fiscal Year
(FY) 2018 State, Foreign Operations,
and Related Programs (SFOPS) Ap-
propriations Bill, the Armenian As-
sembly of America (Assembly) re-
ported. In total, the bill provides $47.4
billion in funding for SFOPS, which is
$10 billion less than FY17. The bill
maintains Section 907 of the Freedom
Support Act and includes language for
aid to nations hosting Syrian refugees.

The SFOPS Report highlighted
the need for additional assistance to
“vulnerable populations in Syria and in
neighboring countries,” comprised of
Syrian refugees, Christians, and other
minorities affected by the Syrian civil
war and persecuted by the Islamic
State (ISIS). The Committee raised
concerns regarding “the lengthy dis-
placement of Syrians and the ongoing
burden they face, as well as the contin-
ued strain Syrian refugees are placing
on host communities.”

Referencing the designation of

genocide committed against religious
minorities in Syria and Iraq by Islamist
extremists made by Secretary of State
John Kerry on March 18, 2016, the bill
allocates funds to “be made available
for programs to protect vulnerable and
persecuted religious minorities.” This
includes programs authorized by H.R.
390, the Iraq and Syria Genocide Emer-
gency Reliefand Accountability Act of
2017. The Committee recommends

Continued on page3

Bako Sahakian Re-Elected President of
Nagorno Karabakh Republic

STEPANAKERT -- The National
Assembly of Nagorno-Karabakh re-
public on Wednesday voted over-
whelmingly to re-elect Bako Sahakian
president for an interim period of three
years.

28 lawmakers voted in favor of
the incumbent president, with 4 others
voting for the other candidate, opposi-
tion MP Eduard Aghabekian. 32 out of
the overall 33 MPs were present at the
special session of the parliament.

Sahakian, 56, was reelected at
the end of his second five-year term in
office. He was not allowed to stay in
power longer before Karabakh enacted
a new constitution in a referendum
held in February.

The new constitution calls for
the NKR’s transition by 2020 to a
fully presidential system of govern-
ment which will lead to the abolition
of the post of prime minister. The
authorities in Stepanakert say this

change will put Karabakh in a better
position to cope with the unresolved
conflict with Azerbaijan. When the
mandate of the current Parliament
expires, nationwide elections will be
held in the country.

Addressing the legislature before
the vote, Sahakian said that Karabakh
will need continued “stability” during
the three-year transition period. He
also defended his track record, saying
that his administration has strength-
ened democracy and sped up eco-
nomic growth in the last ten years.

Sahakian also stated that
Azerbaijani offensives launched at
two sections of the Karabakh “line
of contact” last April failed to
achieve their main objectives. He
also said that the Karabakh govern-
ment is now addressing “problems”
exposed by the four-day hostilities
and will continue to strengthen
Karabakh’s armed forces.
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Armenian Government Ratifies
New Defense Accord With Russia
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YEREVAN -- The Government
of the Republic of Armenia approved
the RA law onratification of the agree-
ment on “United group of the armed
forces of the Republic of Armenia and
the armed forces of the Russian Fed-
eration”.

Russian Defense Minister Sergey
Shoygu and his Armenian counterpart
Vigen Sargsian signed the agreement in
Moscow last November. The agreement
clarifies and upgrades the mission of the
joint force comprising troops from the
Russian military base in Armenia and the
Armenian army’s Fifth Corps. In par-
ticular, it stipulates that the commander
ofthe Russian-Armenian contingent will
be appointed by the Armenian army’s
commander-in-chief.

Also, the commander will be sub-
ordinate to the chief of the Armenian

army staff in times of peace. He may
report to the head of Russia’s South-
ern Military District in case of a war or
imminent military aggression against
Armenia or Russia.

“The main task of the United
Group of Troops is to identify prepa-
ration of military aggression against
Armeniaand Russia in a timely manner
and to repel it jointly with the armed
forces of Armenia and Russia,” De-
fense Minister Sargsian said in No-
vember.

The deal was ratified by Russia’s
lower and upper houses of parliament
on July 14 and July 19 respectively.
Prime Minister Karen Karapetian’s
government formally recommended its
ratification by the Armenian parlia-
ment, which now seems a forgone
conclusion.

UAE FM Abdullah bin Zayed
Visits Armenian Genocide Memorial,
Pays Respect to Victims

YEREVAN (WAM) -- H.H.
Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan,
Minister of Foreign Affairs and In-
ternational Cooperation of United
Arab Emirates, on Tuesday visited
the Armenian Genocide Memorial
Complex as part of his official visit to
Armenia. He was accompanied by
Armen Papikyan, Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Armenia, Hayk
Demoyan, Director of the Armenian
Genocide Museum-Institute, and Dr.
Jassim Mohammed Mubarak Al
Qasimi, UAE Ambassador to Arme-
nia.

At the start of his visit, Sheikh
Abdullah placed a wreath on the me-
morial commemorating the 1.5 mil-
lion Armenians killed during the Ar-
menian Genocide in 1915. The UAE
Minister also observed a minute's
silence for the martyrs, and placed
flowers under a 1.5 metre deep "eter-
nal flame", which burns throughout
the year in memory of those who
died.

Sheikh Abdullah expressed his
appreciation at the privilege of visit-
ing the monument, stressing the
UAE's keenness to promote the val-
ues of tolerance and peaceful coex-
istence among people and spread
those messages throughout the world.

The memorial, which was built
in 1967, is located on the hill of
Tsitsernakaberd overlooking Yerevan

and receives hundreds of thousands
of visitors every year. Many thou-
sands gather there on April 24th each
year to mark Armenian Genocide
Remembrance Day.

Later in the day the Foreign
Ministers of the Republic of Armenia
and the United Arab Emirates dis-
cussed a wide range of issues on the
further development of bilateral co-
operation, such as the expansion of
legal framework, deepening of trade
and economic ties, promotion of in-
vestments and others. The interlocu-
tors shared the view that high-level
mutual visits, as well as the existence
of diplomatic missions in both capitals
contribute to the strengthening of
collaboration. Minister Nalbandian
expressed confidence that the re-
cently established Consulate-General
of Armenia in Dubai will further pro-
mote that cooperation.

Ministers Nalbandian and Al
Nahyan highlighted the importance
of holding regular consultations be-
tween the Ministries of Foreign Af-
fairs on the issues related to bilateral
and international agenda.

During the meeting the Minis-
ters exchanged views on the urgent
issues of regional and international
agenda. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed
Al Nahyan briefed on the recent de-
velopments in the Arabian Peninsula
and the UAE’s approaches to them.

July 29, 2017

Azerbaijan Sentences Blogger
Alexander Lapshin to Three Years in Prison

BAKU (RFE/RL) -- A court in
Azerbaijan on Thursday sentenced
Alexander Lapshin, a Russian-Israeli
blogger controversially arrested last
December, to three years in prison on
a charge stemming from his visits to
Nagorno-Karabakh.

The court ruled that Lapshin ille-
gally crossed Azerbaijan’s internation-
ally recognized borders when he trav-
elled to Karabakh via Armeniain 2011
and 2012.But it also cleared him of
making “public appeals against the
state,” a crime punishable by up to
eight years in prison in Azerbaijan.

Lapshin, who has Israeli, Rus-
sian and Ukrainian citizenships, gave
detailed accounts of those trips on his
Russian-language travel blog. The 40-
year-old was detained in Belarus’s capi-
tal Minsk on an Azerbaijani arrest war-
rant. The Belarusian authorities extra-
dited him to Azerbaijan in February,
prompting strong criticism from Ar-
menia and Russia.

The extradition was also con-
demned by international watchdogs
such as Amnesty International and the
Committee to Protect Journalists.
Amnesty demanded the blogger’s im-
mediate release, saying that he is “at
risk of torture and other ill-treatment
as well as an unfair trial.” The
Azerbaijani government rejected the
criticism.

Lapshin pleaded not guilty to the
accusations levelled against him and
denied forging “criminal links with
Armenian authorities” in his final state-
ment at his trial on Wednesday.At the
same time, he said he now understands
that his trips to Karabakh offended
many Azerbaijanis.

According to the TASS news
agency, Lapshin’s lawyer said he is
satisfied with the verdict and hopes
that his client will soon be handed over
to Russia, Israel or Ukraine.

Years before his arrest, Lapshin
was placed on an official Azerbaijani
blacklist of several hundred non-Arme-
nian foreigners who have visited
Karabakh without Baku’s permission.
Nevertheless, he was able to travel to
AzerbaijaninJune2016 and postaseries
of detailed blog entries on his mixed
impressions about the oil-rich country.

In particular, Lapshin suggested
that the Azerbaijani authorities have
squandered their massive oil revenues.
“Despite 25 years of oil bonanza, the
country is hardly different from neigh-
boring Armenia and Georgia in terms of
socioeconomic development,” he wrote.

InaJune 2016 post, Lapshin also
claimed that he isreceiving angry com-
ments and even death threats from
Azerbaijanis accusing him of working
for Armenian intelligence. He laughed
off those accusations.

Germany:

Relations with Turkey ‘Can’t Go on as Before’

BERLIN — Germany issued a
travel alert for Turkey on Thursday,
citing “heightened danger” after the
arrest of a German human rights cam-
paigner in Istanbul and marking the
latest in a string of incidents that have
pushed tensions between Berlin and
Ankara close to breaking point.

Foreign Minister Sigmar Gabriel
voiced scathing criticism of Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at a
press conference, saying Ankara had
“abandoned the ground of European
values” by jailing “innocent visitors to
their country on outrageous charges.”
Gabriel added he believed that Turkey
had also abandoned NATO’s common
values.

Gabriel’s comments followed the
arrest on July 5 of Peter Steudtner, a
human rights activist from Berlin whom
Turkish authorities accuse of support-
ing a terrorist organization. Steudtner
was participating in a workshop with
Amnesty International in Istanbul when
he was taken into custody.

The minister also announced a
wider shift in German-Turkish rela-
tions, saying the Turkish president had
time and again shown he was not
interested in engaging in dialogue. “It
takes two to tango,” he said, adding
“we can’t go on as before.”

Economy Minister Brigitte Zypries
struck a similar tone in a statement
emailed to POLITICO. “We are experi-
encing a nadir in German-Turkish eco-
nomic relations,” she said.

Zypries said that she would “dis-
cuss with our European partners how
to proceed. This applies to questions
of economic aid for Turkey or the
further development of the customs
union [with the EU].”

Germany has so far trodden softly
in its disputes with Ankara, although it
remains unclear if Berlin’s approach
has achieved its intended goals. Fol-
lowing Turkey’s decision to ban Ger-
man parliamentarians from visiting an
airbase in Incirlik, Germany decided in
June to withdraw its troops.
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Armenian IT Growth Hits Record High

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Therapid
growth of Armenia’s information tech-
nology (IT) sector employing thou-
sands of engineers accelerated to 38.2
percent last year, according to gov-
ernment data.

The tech industry had already
expanded by an average of over 20
percent annually in the previous de-
cade, making it the fastest-growing
sector of the Armenian economy. Ac-
cording to government estimates, the
country’s 500 or so mostly small and
medium-sized IT firms earned over
$550 million in combined revenue in
2015.

The sector is dominated by the
Armenian branches of U.S. tech giants
like as Synopsys, National Instru-
ments, Mentor Graphics and VMware.
But its steady expansion is also in-
creasingly driven by homegrown Ar-
menian companies.

The most successful of these
startups is PicsArt, one of the world’s
leading mobile photo editing and shar-
ing applications. The company now
has more than 350 employees in Arme-
niaand boasts 90 million active monthly
users worldwide.

Another, smaller startup founded
in 2013 attracted $5 million in funding
from two U.S. venture capital firms
earlier this year. The company called
Teamable develops special software
used by businesses for hiring skilled
workers. Like PicsArt, Teamable has
offices not only in Yerevan but also in
San Francisco.

Another Armenian firm,
SoloLearn, won this month the Grand
Prize of Facebook’s annual “Apps of
the Year” event, which attracted 900
submissions from 87 countries.
SoloLearn offers a free online app for
people interested in learning computer
programming.

Karen Vartanian, chairman of
Armenia’s Union of Information Tech-

nology Enterprises (UITE), stressed
the growing importance of such
startups. “Our local products are in-
creasingly emerging and proving a
success in the international market,”
he told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

Vahan Shakarian, the executive
director of the Yerevan-based com-
pany Technology and Science Dy-
namics manufacturing smartphones
and tablet computers, said the sector’s
has been rapidly developing because it
is export-oriented. He also cautioned:
“Booms are possible in economics.
They key thing is to at least stay at the
same level after they are over. It’s
quite a challenge.”

For Vartanian, the key challenge
is a continuing lack of skilled IT per-
sonnel in Armenia. “Our growth is
now stunted by a serious shortage of
personnel,” he said. “The education
system is in tatters.”

Industry executives have long
complained about the inadequate pro-
fessional level of many graduates of IT
departments of Armenia universities.
According to their estimates, there are
now between 2,000 and 4,000 job
vacancies in the sector employing about
15,000 people.

Successive Armenian govern-
ments have pledged to tackle this
problem. Vartanian insisted, how-
ever, that there is still no “compre-
hensive, strategic cooperation” on
the matter between the authorities
and IT companies.

InJanuary, Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian met with a team of govern-
ment officials and tech executives that
proposed a wide-ranging reform of
engineering education in Armenia. One
of those executives said only half of
1,300 IT students graduating from
Armenian universities each year are
qualified enough to work in the sector
without undergoing further training.

US House Committee Approves Assistance

Continued from page 1

not less than $10 million to be made
available for programs to protect vul-
nerable and persecuted religious mi-
norities. In addition, the bill states that
$10 million should also be made avail-
able for international religious freedom
programs.

The House Report also incorpo-

rated a section on Genocide Victim Me-
morial Sites and Tribunals, where funds
are appropriated “to establish and main-
tain memorial sites of genocide” in Eu-
rope, Eurasia, and Central Asia.

With action in the House Appro-
priations Committee completed, atten-
tion turns to the Senate Appropriations
Committee, where a mark-up of its
version of the bill is pending.
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Armenian Virtual College Expands Focus on
Armenian Language Education

YEREVAN --1In April, the AGBU
Armenian Virtual College (AVC)
launched its Armenian language e-
Hangouts as a way for e-learners to
practice their language skills. Founded
in 2009, the Armenian Virtual College
has addressed the demand for Arme-
nian language instruction worldwide
with its online courses in Eastern and
Western Armenian, along with courses
in Armenian history, culture and chess.
The establishment of the e-Hangouts,
open to all AVC students past and
present, marks an expansion of the
program by providing opportunities
for learners to practice and forge bonds
with this innovative platform.

For the past two months, AVC
alumni with intermediate and advanced
Armenian language skills e-meet fel-
low e-learners during the e-Hangout
sessions and discuss various topics,
such as philosophy, art and cooking.
"Communicating in Armenian through
the AVC e-Hangouts is not only impor-
tant as a forum to our e-learners, but it
is also very effective in connecting
global Armenians," said AGBU Central
Board member and AVC founder
Yervant Zorian.

The idea for this global commu-
nication platform was proposed in
February during a series of events in
honor of the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation (UNESCO) International Mother
Language Day that was dedicated to
Armenian language preservation in
Armenia and in the diaspora. Since
1999, the UNESCO International
Mother Language Day-held each year
on February 21-has supported mother
language and multilingual education to
raise awareness about linguistic and
cultural diversity through global lan-
guage education and intercultural com-

munication.

The opening event of the series
was the 13th Yerevan Book Fair-Expo
at the Khnko Aper National Children's
Library, which took place from Febru-
ary 18 to 21. In the AVC and the
Armenian Ministry of Diaspora joint
pavilion, AVC showcased its multime-
dia e-Book series and Armenian lan-
guage course materials to demonstrate
the innovative capabilities developed
to meet the needs of young e-learners.
During this Fair-Expo, the Minister of
Diaspora Hranush Hakobyan com-
mended AVC and its methods: "This
unique institution always stands out
with its innovative offerings. The e-
publications are what we have been
missing today for a new generation of
readers. The Ministry will support AVC
to further raise awareness and partici-
pation."

A roundtable discussion, entitled
"The Armenian Language in Text-
books," was held on February 20 and
co-organized by AVC, the Armenian
Ministry of Diaspora and the National
Academy of Sciences of Armenia.
During the discussion, AVC detailed
its approaches for disseminating the
Armenian language and AVC Hybrid
Education coordinator Arpine
Tavakalyan shared AVC's online expe-
rience in preparing e-learning materi-
als. "Distance learning and applying
the latest technologies need to have a
special place in the development of
new language policy and new text-
books need to be accessible to the
Armenian diaspora as well," she said.

AVC continues to provide a
unique method of learning for its e-
learners to ensure progress in their
conversation and comprehension skills
as well as in creating bonds within the
global Armenian community.

Armenian Police Accused of Covering Up

Continued from page 1

be held accountable.”

Arevhat Grigorian, an expert with
the Yerevan Press Club, charged that
the authorities are deliberately drag-
ging out a criminal investigation into
the Sari Tagh violence to make the
journalists and their employers lose
interest in the case.

Marut Vanian was one of the

several reporters who were seriously
injured in Sari Tagh on July 29, 2016
and required hospitalization. Vanian
has still not fully recovered from his
injuries. Nor has he been compensated
for two cameras which he says were
smashed by the men who beat him up.

“Nobody has been identified and
I don’t expect that something real will
be done about [the violence,]” said
Vanian.
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AGBU Announces Gala 2017 Master of
Ceremonies, David Ojakian

AGBU Western District is proud
to announce Mr. David Ojakian as the
Master of Ceremonies for the upcom-
ing 2017 Gala. Mr. Ojakian, chairman
of AGBU Young Professionals of
Northern California, hails from a long
family history of involvement with
AGBU.

A one-time Angeleno, David
Ojakian moved with his family to San
Leandro, California at the age of two.
Having been raised in the Bay Area, he
went on to graduate from California
State University East Bay with a BS in
Business Administration and Market-
ing Management. With over ten years
business and marketing experience,
Mr. Ojakianis presently a client execu-
tive for the firm Plum Lending, a San
Francisco-based commercial real es-
tate finance company.

When not managing his clients’
day-to-day affairs, Mr. Ojakian is pur-
suing an acting career in both the Bay
Area and Los Angeles. David is no
stranger to hosting, he, along with his
colleague Greg Nemet, co-host an Ar-
menian news and current events pro-
gram called “Arach Media,” that airs
live on Facebook monthly. Their pro-
gram lends an informative and objec-
tive voice to the political and social
events concerning Armenians in Ar-
menia and the Diaspora.

When asked about his involve-
ment and commitment to AGBU, Mr.
Ojakian stated, “The global network
and opportunity to help fellow Arme-
nians in Armenia and around the world
has always been what has drawn me to
be a part of the organization. I am
proud to work with the dynamic com-
mittee of leaders we have built within
the Armenian General Benevolent Union
- Young Professionals Northern Cali-
fornia (AGBU-YPNC) and to continue
the legacy of the organization that was
started by many of our friends and
colleagues before us.”

His late paternal grandmother,
Ms. Flora Mirzaian, was an active
member of the Armenian community
and a former chairwoman for AGBU in
Oakland, CA. Mr. Hrant Torossian,
David’s late maternal grandfather, was
an Armenian genocide survivor. Mr.
Ojakian servers on the bay area Arme-
nian Genocide Commemorative Com-
mittee in honor of his Grandfather, and

vows to honor them both with his
involvement in the Armenian commu-
nity and the AGBU, working towards
the preservation of the Armenian his-
tory, culture, and heritage.

Despite being a part of the AGBU
family since childhood as a lifetime
member, Mr. Ojakian became more
involved with the organization when
he beganattending AGBU-YPNC events
in 2005. With his interest sparked by
the YPNC'’s activities, he decided to
join the board of the Young Profes-
sionals in 2007, first serving as mar-
keting and public relations director,
and now, continuing the legacy of his
grandmother, by holding the position
of Chairman of the Northern California
AGBU-YP.

Earlier this year, Mr. Ojakian had
the honor of being part of a collabora-
tive effort by AGBU-YP committee
members who raised $20,000—one of
the largest amounts ever raised at simi-
lar events—at the Northern California
Young Professionals’ 2017 San Fran-
cisco Winter Gala, benefiting the AGBU
Humanitarian Emergency Relief Fund
which provides aid to war-ravaged
Syrian-Armenians.

The AGBU Western District2017
Gala Committee enthusiastically looks
forward to have Mr. David Ojakian as
the Gala Emcee. The 2017 Gala will be
held on Saturday, September 9, 2017,
at the Globe Theatre, Universal Stu-
dios Hollywood. For tickets and infor-
mation, please contact the AGBU Of-
fice at: 626-794-7942 or email
gala@agbuca.org.

"Is it OK to Insult History of Armenians?"

Continued from page 1

only speakers are opposition lawmak-
ers, whom in turn you are trying to
silence with these changes”, Dogan said.

Mentioning the recent detention of
activists, the lawmaker drew attention
on the fact that lawfully acting figures in
the legal sphere are being declared “ter-
rorists” in a matter of seconds.

She said that Turkish minorities
are very concerned over the political
environment which is created by the
authorities.

“Immediately after the coup at-
tempt, the media outlets which are the
speakers of the ruling party began
targeting the minorities. Last Sunday
the Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul
delivered a prayer for the July 15

victims. The Jewish community of
Turkey also delivered prayers in syna-
gogues for the July 15 victims on
Saturday. And what did the pro-gov-
ernment media do? It declared Fetullah
Gulen to be Armenian, it wrote that
Gulen is cooperating with the Jews.
They even made the leader of the
Orthodox Church, Supreme Patriarch
Bartholomew, who has devoted his
entire life to peace, an accomplice to
the armed coup attempt. When this is
the situation, what do you expect,
what should the minorities think?
"Minorities are for the first time
represented in the parliament by this
number of lawmakers. And with this
bill related to the internal rules of pro-
cedure you are cutting the voice of the
minorities in the parliament”, she said.
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Armenian Film Society to Screen
Martin Scorsese's Raging Bull

GLENDALE -- Abril Bookstore's
Armenian Film Society will present a
screening of Martin Scorsese's classic
film, Raging Bull, the screenplay of
which was written by Armenian
screenwriter, Mardik Martin, on Fri-
day, August4,2017 at 7:30pm at Abril
Bookstore - 415 E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Admission is free.

Raging Bull is a biographical
black-and-white sports drama film star-
ring Robert De Niro presenting an
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emotionally self-destructive boxer's
journey through life, as the violence
and temper that leads him to the top in
the ring destroys his life.

Screenwriter Mardik Martin was
bornin Iranin 1936. He moved to New
York and graduated from NYU where
he met fellow student Martin Scorsese
in 1961. He has also written the screen-
plays for Scorsese's Mean Streets and
New York, New York, as well as The
Cut, released in 2014.

A Decade of Fun — Metro Detroit Armenia
Fest celebrates 10 Years!

DETROIT -- Sat- "

urday, July 15, Royal
Oak, Michigan - a per-
fect summer night and a
rich collage of Armenian
culture greeted a record
crowd as they arrived at
the Royal Oak Farmers
Market for the 10th An-
nual Armenia Fest. Live
Armenian folk and con-
temporary music from
the Armenia Fest All-Star
Band under the direction
of Vaughn Masropian
provided a vibrant back-
drop for this much an-
ticipated annual festival.
Special musical guests
included the renowned
Hachig Kazarian on the
clarinet and local pop and Armenian
folk singer Ani from Ani Band.

The festival formally opened at 6
pm with introductions by Fest Co-
Chairs David Terzibashian and Ed
Bedikian, who welcomed the crowd
and introduced special guests Michi-
gan State Representatives Klint Kesto
and Mike Kowall who were instrumen-
tal in the passage of HB-4493, mandat-
ing genocide education in Michigan
schools. Following introductions the
American and Armenian national an-
thems were performed flawlessly by
Rubik Mailian, Music Director at St.
John Armenian Church, accompanied
by Harry Hovakimian, Violinist. Pride
in this wonderful event, designed to
showcase the rich Armenian culture,
was evident in the rousing applause
that followed the anthems.

Highlights included two dazzling
performances by the Hamazkayin Arax
Dance Troupe comprised of local Ar-
menian youth trained in the art of
Armenian Folk Dance. Their enthusi-
asm, beautiful costuming and ani-
mated dance routines brought the
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crowd to their feet.Guests enjoyed
authentic Armenian food prepared by
Gary Reizian’s Uptown Deli, interest-
ing vendor booths and dancing under
the stars - a magical trip to Armenia
via the Royal Oak Farmer’s Market.
This year aspecial addition of “Mickey
Mouse” and a face painter provided
some popular entertainment for chil-
dren attending the Fest.

Kudos to the Armenia Fest Com-
mittee whom to date have presented
ten successful Armenia Fests for metro
Detroit American Armenians. The fest
is accomplished in collaboration with
the Knights of Vartan, Nareg
Sharvashan Lodge, and committee
members are Edward Bedikian, Co-
Chair, David Terzibashian, Co-Chair,
Ray Boujoulian, Corinne Khederian,
Vaughn Masropian, Hagop Alexanian,
Paul Kulhanjian, Ken Khezarjian,
Shirley Sarkisian, Angela Hagopian
Snow, Madeline Thomasian and Pam
Coultis. Proceeds from the Fest are
earmarked for Armenian humanitarian
projects. Doing some good while hav-
ing some fun.
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