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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services

FReln s

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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European Countries in Centre of Secret

$3bn Azerbaijani Money Laundering Scheme
Aliyev Blames ‘Armenian Lobby’ for the Scandal

LONDON -- Azerbaijan’s rul-
ing elite operated a secret $3bn slush
fund for two years to pay off Euro-
pean politicians and make luxury pur-
chases, an investigation shows, the
BBC reports.

The money was allegedly chan-
nelled through four UK-based opaque
companies.

People said to have been paid
include European politicians who
adopted a favourable attitude to the
government.

There is no suggestion that all the
recipients were aware of the original
source of the money, it added.

The secret fund, nicknamed the
Azerbaijan Laundromat, operated for
two years until 2014, according to

the investigation, carried out by a
consortium of European newspapers
and published by the Organized Crime
and Corruption Reporting Project
(OCCRP).

The origin of the money was
unclear, the report said, but there was
“ample evidence of its connection to
the family of President ITham Aliyev™.

At the time the scheme alleg-
edly took place, the oil-rich ex-So-
viet state was being accused of sys-
tematic corruption, vote-rigging and
abuses, including the jailing of oppo-
sition politicians, human rights ac-
tivists and journalists.

Much of the money was said to

Continued on page4

New Vartenis to Martakert Highway
Linking Armenia and Karabakh Inaugurated

STEPANAKERT -- A newly built
second highway connecting Armenia
to Nagorno-Karabakh was inaugurated
in the presence of President Serzh
Sarkisian and other senior officials on
Friday.

Work on the 115-kilometer -long
road beganin 2011 and was essentially
completed months before the inaugu-
ration ceremony, costing 17 billion
drams ($36 million) in funding. The

Armenian and Karabakh governments
footed 56 percent of the bill.

The rest of the sum was raised
by the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund in
annual telethons broadcast from Los
Angeles in 2013 and 2014. In a state-
ment on the ceremony, the pan-Arme-
nian charity headquartered in Yerevan
noted the “strategic significance” of

Continued on page4

EU Gearing Up for New Accord
With Armenia

YEREVAN -- The European
Union is making final preparations to
sign a landmark treaty with Armenia in
November, the head of the EU Delega-
tion in Yerevan, Piotr Switalski, said
on Wednesday.

“I am fresh from [a trip to] Brus-
sels, I landed in Yerevan at 5 o’clock
this morning,” Switalski told report-
ers. “Based on my conversations with
all persons tasked with preparing for
the signing of the agreement, I can say
that everything is going according to
plan.”

“People [in Brussels] are work-
ing very hard so that we can sign the
agreement at the [EU’s] Eastern Part-
nership summitin November,” he said.
“On the EU side, we are preparing
everything.”

The Comprehensive and En-

hanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), finalized in March, is de-
signed to deepen the EU’s political
and economic relations with Arme-
nia. It reportedly contains the main
political provisions of a more far-
reaching Association Agreement
which the two sides nearly concluded
in 2013.

President Serzh Sarkisian pre-
vented the signing of that accord with
his unexpected decision to seek
Armenia’s accession to the Russian-
led Eurasian Economic Union (EEU).
The move was widely attributed to
Russian pressure exerted on the Arme-
nian government.

Sarkisian dismissed late last
month suggestions that the planned
alternative deal with the EU may also
collapse at the last minute.

19 People Indicted for Attacking
Anti-Erdogan Protesters in Washington, DC

WASHINGTON, DC -- A grand
jury in the Washington, DC has issued
indictments for 19 people, including
15 identified as Turkish security offi-
cials, for attacking protesters in May
2017.

The indictments, announced on
Tuesday, charge the defendants with
attacking peaceful demonstrators who
were protesting against the visit of
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan on May 17.

All 19 are charged with con-
spiracy to commit a crime of violence,
a felony punishable by a statutory
maximum of 15 years in prison. Sev-
eral face additional charges of assault
with a deadly weapon.

Sixteen of the defendants had al-
ready been charged onJune 13; Tuesday's
indictment adds three new defendants,
all Turkish security officials.

All but two of the 19 remain at
large. Two Turkish-American busi-
nessmen were arrested in June for
their roles in the daylight attack on
protestors and face an initial court
hearing on September 7.

Of the other 17, two are Canadi-

ans, and the rest are Turkish nationals.

Video of the protest showed se-
curity guards and some Erdogan sup-
porters attacking a small group of
protesters with their fists and feet.

Men in dark suits and others
were recorded repeatedly kicking one
woman as she lay curled up on a
pavement. Another wrenched a
woman's neck and threw her to the
ground. A man with a bullhorn was
repeatedly kicked in the face.

After police officers struggled to
protect the protesters and ordered the
men in suits to retreat, several of the
men dodged the officers and ran into
the park to continue the attacks. In all,
nine people were hurt.

On the day of the violence, police
detained two members of Erdogan's
security detail butreleased them shortly
afterwards. Two other men were ar-
rested at the scene - one for aggra-
vated assault and the other for assault-
ing a police officer.

American officials strongly
criticised Turkey's government and

Continued on page3



OSCE Office in Yerevan Closed

YEREVAN--The OSCEhasclosed
its Office in Yerevan on Thursday.

The Organization opened its field
presence in Armenia in 2000. During
the years of its operation, the OSCE
Office in Yerevan and its dedicated
staff promoted the implementation of
OSCE principles and commitments,
conducted successful operations and
implemented valuable projects in all
three OSCE dimensions of security —
the politico-military, the economic and
environmental and the human dimen-
sion.

The OSCE’s activities in the coun-
try included, among others, assistance
with police reforms, promoting envi-
ronmentally-sound natural resources

management, support for streamlining
the national regulatory frameworks
affecting business activity, and sup-
port to formulation and implementa-
tion of reforms affecting the justice
system and electoral management.

The closure of the OSCE Office
in Yerevan follows months of negotia-
tions and extensive efforts by the 2016
German OSCE Chairmanship and the
2017 Austrian OSCE Chairmanship to
reach consensus among OSCE partici-
pating States on the extension of the
Office’s mandate.

The Organization will seek to
continue its engagement with Armenia
in line with existing OSCE commit-
ments.

China and Armenia to Deepen Military Ties

BEIJING -- China’s Defense Min-
ister Chang Wanquan and his visiting
Armenian counterpart Vigen Sargsian
reportedly agreed to deepen military
ties between their countries when they
met in Beijing on Monday.

“The sides concurred that it is
necessary to step up efforts to deepen
Chinese-Armenian cooperation in the
area of defense, especially given the
existence of potential for that,” the Ar-
menian Defense Ministry said in a state-
ment on their talks. “They reached an
agreement to intensify mutual contacts.”

The two ministers signed after
the talks an agreement on the release of
10 million yuans ($1.5 million) in fresh
Chinese military aid to Armenia.

Earlier in the day, Sargsian vis-
ited the Beijing headquarters of the
China Poly Group, a state-owned busi-
ness conglomerate engaged, among
other things, in exports of Chinese-
made weapons. The Defense Ministry
said he and top Poly Group executives
“expressed readiness to continue ac-
tive discussions on prospects for mu-
tually beneficial bilateral defense co-
operation.” No details were reported.

Chinese-Armenian military ties

appear to have already deepened in the
last several years. A top Chinese mili-
tary official, Rear Admiral Guan
Youfei, visited Yerevan in April for
talks with Sargsian as well as the chief
ofthe Armenian army staff, Lieutenant
General Movses Hakobian, and Deputy
Defense Minister Davit Pakhchanian.
The latter oversees the Armenian de-
fense industry.

“Agreements were reached on ex-
panding cooperation and implementing a
number of mutually beneficial projects
in the area of defense,” the Armenian
Defense Ministry said at the time.

Sargsian’s predecessor, Seyran
Ohanian, paid an official visit to Beijing
in December 2013 less than two years
after two states signed an agreement
on “military and military-technical co-
operation.”

News reports said in 2011 Arme-
nia has acquired Chinese ARTA mul-
tiple-launch rocket systems with a fir-
ing range of more than 100 kilometers.
Yerevan did not officially confirm that,
though. So far the Armenian military
has demonstrated only WM-80 rock-
ets systems that were supplied by
China in the late 1990s.
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Azerbaijan Opens Fire During OSCE
Monitoring Near Armenia’s Chinari Village

YEREVAN -- The OSCE moni-
toring group was unable to conduct
monitoring works on the Armenian-
Azerbaijani border due to Azerbaijani
gunfire in the direction of Armenia’s
Chinari village in northern Tavush
province, the Armenian Defense Min-
istry stated

The ministry spokesman, Artsrun
Hovannisian, said that Azerbaijani
forces opened fire towards officials
from the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe while they moni-
tored the ceasefire regime along the
two countries border. The OSCE offi-
cials travelled to that area on a regular
monitoring mission. Several other
OSCE observers were due to assess
the situation at that section of the
heavily militarized frontier from the
Azerbaijaniside.

“The Azerbaijani side fired at the

monitoring team near the village of
Chinari,” Hovannisian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “The
monitoring team was unable to carry out
its mission for a fairly long time.”

According to Hovannisian, the
longtime chief of the mission, Andrzej
Kasprzyk, was among the OSCE field
observers who allegedly came under
fire near Chinari.

Earlier Armenian foreign minis-
try spokesman Tigran Balayan tweeted
on the matter: “Azerbaijani armed
forces opened fire during OSCE moni-
toring on the state border with Arme-
nia in Tavush province”.

The OSCE and, in particular, its
special observer mission tasked with
monitoring ceasefire in the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict zone issued no state-
ments on the reported incident as of
late afternoon.

Professor Taner Ak¢am Receives ‘Upstander’
Award from World Without Genocide

WORCESTER — Clark Univer-
sity history professor Taner Akcam
will be honored with the 2018 Out-
standing Upstander Award from the
World Without Genocide organization
for his work promoting justice and the
rule of law. He will formally receive
the award at the organization’s annual
gala in May of 2018 in Minneapolis.

Akcam is one of the first Turkish
intellectuals to acknowledge and openly
discuss the Armenian Genocide, He
holds the only endowed chair dedi-
cated to research and teaching on this
subject.

Akcam is an outspoken advocate
of democracy and free expression
since his student days at Middle East
Technical University in Ankara, he is
an internationally recognized human
rights activist.

World Without Genocide works
“to protect innocent people around the
world; prevent genocide by combating
racism and prejudice; advocate for the
prosecution of perpetrators, and remem-
ber those whose lives and cultures have
been destroyed by violence.”

Previous recipients of the World
Without Genocide award include Eli
Rosenbaum, Director of Human Rights
Enforcement Strategy and Policy at
the U.S. Department of Justice; Claudia
Paz y Paz, former Attorney General of
Guatemala; and Magistrate Judge
Peggy Kuo, a former prosecutor at the
United Nations International Criminal
Tribunal for former Yugoslavia.

China’s President Xi Jinping and
his Armenian counterpart Serzh
Sarkisian apparently discussed defense
issues at their March 2015 talks in
Beijing. A 5-page joint communique
released by them after the talks said the
two nations will “continue their prac-
tical partnership in areas such as mu-
tual visits by military delegations, train-
ing of military personnel, and provi-

sion of military aid.”

The declaration also said Xi and
Sarkisian noted “mutual understanding
on issues relating to pivotal interests and
concerns of the two countries.”

Defense Minister Sargsian was
cited by his press office as telling
Chang that Armenia supports China’s
increased role in “confronting con-
temporary global challenges.”
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The Challenge of “Amote”
Is It a Shame or a Right?

By Sona Zeitlian

AGBU Hye Geen organized amost
original debate about a cultural ques-
tion which has divided different age-
groups. The perennial question is
whether “amote” is meant to shame by
seeking the preservation of traditional
values, or whether as a right, it must
yield to the trends of our times. After
all, we now live “in a culture that
teaches us to promote and advertize
ourselves and to master the skills re-
quired for success.”

The challenge of “amote” had
intrigued a large group gathered at the
newly renovated AGBU Vatche and
Tamar Manoukian Center in Pasadena,
on Saturday August 19, 2017.

After the welcoming remarks of
AGBU Hye Geen Committee member
Silva Kardjian, well-known actress and
playwright Lory Tatoulian presented
an entertaining song and dance sketch.
Performing in the theater since she
was 8-years old, Lory is recognized
for her contributions to the Armenian-
American theater and was awarded a
grant from the National Endowment of
the Arts. Touching upon the challenge
of “amote,” she addressed light-hearted
instances of “amote” to the attendees
of different ages and warned them
about the consequences of gossiping,
which travels with the speed of light-
ning. She also advised them to be
cautious when “picking an odar” as a
companion.

After the pleasant interlude, the
guest speakers took up the challenge
of “amote.” Armenia-born Armenui
(Amy) Ashvanian, a distinguished pros-
ecutor also teaching at Glendale Uni-
versity College of Law, was recently
selected to participate in the U.S. State
Department’s Overseas Prosecution
Department Assistance and Training
Program, and traveled to Armenia for
the introduction of reforms in the crimi-
nal justice system.

Presenting “The Benefits of
Amote,” the speaker referred to the
responsibility of preserving Armenian
traditions and stated that “amote” is a
component of culture, which connects
people, transmits enduring moral val-
ues and reinforces our national iden-
tity. She also warned that excessive
use or abuse of “amote” causes undue
confusion, humiliation and resentment.
However, in times of rapid social

change and uncertainty, “amote” is a
useful tool of moral guidance for par-
ents, provided it assures equal treat-
ment of sons and daughters. Then she
dwelt on discriminatory practices
prevalent in authoritarian societies,
where “amote” arouses feelings of
distress. In this sense, Armenian patri-
archal households should beware of
“amote” for fear of rendering girls too
submissive and robbing them of their
self-confidence, self-respect and hon-
est self-confrontation. Finally, she
cautioned that “amote” should adapt to
living conditions and national needs.
She also warned that in oppressive
atmospheres, “amote” is internalized
and domestic violence prevails to the
detriment of the social fabric.

The first speaker’s thoughtful pre-
sentation was followed by another with
a different perspective. Armenia-born
AngelaBarseghian, an attorney in private
practice took the stand that “ “Amote”
Restricts Personal Achievements.”

She began with a bold statement
about the validity of “amote” as a
means of preserving traditions and
enriching Armenian life. Instead, she
denounced it as a means of enslaving
people and controling women. She
was critical of church teachings and
overlooked the role of the Church as
the only institution that had unified and
sustained Armenians throughout much
of their turbulent history. She was also
critical of the post Soviet Armenian
state, accusing it of protecting special
interests, instead of empowering the
people and promoting their civil rights.
Bluntly renouncing conformity to the
tenets of religious and secular national
institutions, as well as the traditional
strictures of “amote,” she concluded
that instead of being guided by shared
values, free speech should be encour-
aged, personal needs should take pre-
cedence, and that we should be moti-
vated by conscious personal choices.

Angela Barseghian’s failure to
acknowledge the function of national
institutions and a whole system of
human values necessary for insuring
stability and for building character
raised many questions and energized a
lengthy exchange of opinions.

AGBU Hye Geen’s trendsetting
event created great interest. The chal-
lenge of “amote” was taken up by an
appreciative audience and the debate
continued...
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Aurora Initiative Announces
the Lamya Haji Bashar Scholarship

YEREVAN -- The Aurora Hu-
manitarian Initiative has announced a
new annual scholarship for Yazidi stu-
dents, established in partnership with
renowned Yazidi human rights activist
Lamya Haji Bashar.

It is the latest addition to the
Gratitude Scholarship Program, a $ 7
million initiative established in grati-
tude to the people from countries who
offered shelter and food to those dis-
placed by the Armenian Genocide more
than a century ago.

The first beneficiary of the
‘Lamya Haji Bashar Scholarship’ is
Aido Khiro Omar, a 18-year-old stu-
dent from Mosul, Iraq, a city ravaged
by violence since 2014. Aido was se-
lected for his academic excellence and
ambition to create education opportu-
nities for orphans in Iraq, for whom
access to life-enriching learning has
been disrupted.

The ‘Lamya Haji Bashar Scholar-
ship’ will be awarded annually in rec-
ognition of Lamya’s fight for survival
from sexual enslavement by the Is-
lamic State in 2014. Following many
failed attempts, Lamya eventually es-
caped enslavement in 2016 only to be
caughtin a landmine explosion that left
her with extensive injuries. Today,
Lamya remains dedicated to her work
as a public advocate in Germany, rais-
ing awareness for the plight of the
Yazidi community around the globe.

“Lamya is a role model for all of
us, especially for young people fight-
ing for social justice around the world.
She is a shining example of the integ-
rity and dedication that the Aurora
Humanitarian Initiative strives to rec-
ognize and inspire in young leaders.”
said Ruben Vardanyan, co-founder of
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and
the United World College (UWC) in
Dilijan. “As UWC Dilijan strives to
bring together aspiring young leaders
from around the world, the ‘Lamya
Haji Bashar Scholarship’ reminds our
students that education can be a force
for peace,” Vardanyan added.

“This scholarship is the opportu-

nity of a lifetime for young people
from my community. I am grateful to
the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative for
opening the door to a global education
that will be transformative for these
students who have suffered and over-
come profound obstacles,” said Lamya
Haji Bashar.

Aido will study in the two-year
International Baccalaureate program
on a full scholarship that includes tu-
ition, accommodation and expenses at
UWC Diljjan in Armenia, an interna-
tional boarding school that hosts stu-
dents from 82 countries. “Through an
experiential learning curriculum that
taps energy and idealism, Aido will be
provided a platform both to educate
his peers on Yazidi culture, ensuring
its rich history is not forgotten, and to
put gratitude into action so that he may
make his dreams a reality for the or-
phans of Iraq,” said Denise Davidson,
Head of UWC Dilijan.

Aido will join 10 other young
beneficiaries of the 2017 Gratitude
Scholarship Program, each of whom
has been chosen for their academic
potential and social engagement. To-
gether, the 11 students come from
Syria, Lebanon, Palestinian Camps in
Lebanon, Palestine, Israel, Jordan,
Greece, Egypt, Ethiopia, and Iraq. Each
is either a refugee or displaced, living
in extreme poverty, or living with the
loss of a parent or guardian. The schol-
ars will begin their studies in Septem-
ber at one of the 17 UWC schools and
colleges around the world.

The Gratitude Scholarship Pro-
gram is a joint undertaking of the
Aurora Humanitarian Initiative and the
Near East Foundation. Over the course
of the program, 100 promising stu-
dents from countries affected by con-
flict, displacement and poverty will
benefit from the opportunity to study
at one of the 17 UWC schools and
colleges based on four different conti-
nents. To-date, 21 young scholars have
begun their studies inthe UWC College
network with support from the Grati-
tude Scholarship Program.

19 People Indicted

Continued frompage 1

Erdogan's security forces for the vio-
lence; the Department of State sum-
moned Turkey's US ambassador to
complain. The Turkish Foreign Minis-
try then summoned the US ambassa-
dor to protest the treatment of the

detained security guards.

Rex Tillerson, the US secretary
of state, said in June that the charges
"send a clear message that the United
States does not tolerate individuals
who use intimidation and violence to
stifle freedom of speech and legitimate
political expression".
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Ambassador Nina Hachigian Guest of
Honor at St. John Garabed Church Gala

SAN DIEGO, CA —The organiz-
ing committee of the Sth Bridge to the
Future Gala is pleased to announce
that Her Excellency Nina Hachigian
will be the Guest of Honor at the event
on September 30, 2017. The gala is
taking place at the picturesque Sheraton
Hotel & Marina Bay Tower. The theme,
“Carnival in Venice,” sets the stage for
an evening inspired by romantic Italy.
The purpose of the event is to raise
funds to construct a state-of-the-art
church campus near Del Mar that will
become the new spiritual and cultural
home for the Armenian community of
San Diego, as well as a destination for
Armenians worldwide.

Ms. Hachigian served as the sec-
ond U.S. Ambassador to the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) from2014-2017. During her
tenure, the United States established a
strategic partnership with ASEAN, held
the first Leaders” Summit in the United
States, launched a Presidential initia-
tive on economic cooperation and grew
the youth program to over 100,000
members. She also was a founder of
WASA, Women Ambassadors Serving
America. She was awarded the Meri-
torious Honor Award for her Ambas-
sadorial service.

Prior to that, Ms. Hachigian was
a Senior Fellow and a Senior Vice
President at the Center for American
Progress focused on Asia policy, was
the co-director of Asia policy for the
Obama campaign, and was the direc-
tor of the RAND Center for Asia Pa-
cific Policy. In early August, Los An-
geles Mayor Eric Garcetti appointed
her as deputy mayor for the newly
created Mayor’s Office of Interna-
tional Affairs. Her late father, Dr. Jack
Hachigian, lived in San Diego for many
years and was a founding member of
the Trust Fund Committee of St. John
Garabed Armenian Church.

Dan Cohen, co-anchor of CBS
News 8 This Morning and CBS News
8 at 11 a.m., will be the Master of
Ceremonies and Auctioneer. Dan has
been honored with three Emmy Awards
for his exceptional journalism and is
beloved throughout San Diego. It’s
Dan’s second year hosting this event.
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Second Annual Banquet of Fresno’s
Armenian Cultural Conservancy

He is a close friend of San Diego’s
Armenian community and a passionate
supporter of the new church campus.

Notable chefs and restauranteurs
from around San Diego will be serving
some of their signature dishes as appe-
tizers in stations during the cocktail
reception. Guests will also be treated
to a gourmet dinner with fine wines,
live auction, entertainment by NRG
Music & Production, celebrity guest
vocalist, Monica Louwerens, $10,000
raffle prize, and more.

The Trust Fund Committee is
organizing the event under the aus-
pices of Parish Priest Very Rev. Fr.
Pakrad Berjekian. The goal is to raise
$150,000 to begin the construction of
a new church campus near Del Mar,
California. Table sponsorships are
available for $10,000, $5,000, $3.,000,
$2,000 and $1,000, with generous
donor benefits for each level. Indi-
vidual tickets are $250 per person. A
portion of the ticket price is tax-de-
ductible.

To order tickets online or receive
updates, visit www.stjohngarabed.org.
Also look for “Bridge to the Future” on
Facebook atwww.facebook.com/
BridgetotheFutureSD/ or
@BridgetotheFutureSD. A special ho-
tel room rate of $169 is available until
9/1/17 at the Sheraton Hotel and Ma-
rina Bay Tower. For reservations, call
(619) 291-2900 and reference “Arme-
nian Church of San Diego.” For more
information about Gala2017, call (619)
884-8983.

New Vartenis to Martakert Highway

Continued frompage 1

the project.

Passenger and cargo traffic be-
tween Armenia and Karabakh has until
now been mainly carried out through a
highway passing through Lachin, one
of the seven districts in Azerbaijan
proper that were partly or fully occu-
pied by Karabakh Armenian forces
during the 1991-1994 war.

The Lachin road stretches for
more than 80 kilometers from the
Karabakh capital Stepanakert to the
southeastern Armenian town of Goris.
It was built in 1997 with the financial
assistance of the Armenian Diaspora
and the late U.S.-Armenian billionaire
Kirk Kerkorian in particular.

The second highway runs from

the northern Karabakh town of
Martakert to Vartenis in eastern Arme-
nia through the Kelbajar district that
has been under Karabakh Armenian
control since 1993.

Officials say that the new high-
way will not only shorten travel time
between Yerevan and northern
Karabakh but also stimulate economic
activity in nearby rural communities
and bring more tourists to the Arme-
nian-populated territory. In particular,
it will significantly facilitate visitors’
access to two medieval Armenian
monasteries located in the area.

The Vartenis-Martakert road
should also benefit an Armenian com-
pany mining gold and copper in northern
Karabakh. Itis Karabakh’s single largest
corporate employer and taxpayer.

www.massispost.com

FRESNO -- Subsequent to last
fall’s Inaugural Banquet of Heritage
Fresno’s Armenian Cultural Conser-
vancy (ACC), a series of monthly pro-
grams (speakers, panel discussions, and
movie nights) were presented to the
community in keeping to its mission.

On Saturday, September 23,
2017, ACC’s Second Annual Banquet
will be held in the scenic west Quad of
the historic Old Administration Build-
ing of Fresno City College: Social Hour,
5 PM and Dinner, 6 PM.

Keynote remarks will be deliv-
ered by Lena Maranian Adishian, the
Founder of The 100 Years, 100 Facts
Project. Lena holds dual degrees in
Economics and Psychology, as well as
an M.B.A.

Michael Retting, the Editor of
CSUF’s Hye Sharzhoom newspaper,
will serve as emcee for the evening.
Michael, a graduate student of History
at California State University, Fresno,
is a descendent of survivors of the
Armenian Genocide.

The ACC’s mission is “to col-
lect, preserve and interpret the evi-
dence of the Armenian experience in
Central California in an enduring insti-
tution of learning.” At last year’s Inau-
gural Banquet, Dr. Matthew AriJendian

stated, “We need a place where we can
grow roots, an institute that will pre-
serve our heritage to benefit our Arme-
nian Community and the broader com-
munity.”

We welcome your support for
the mission of Fresno’s Armenian
Cultural Conservancy with your con-
tribution and/or attendance at the ban-
quet. Please R.S.V.P. for dinner reser-
vations ($50.00 per person, college
students with [.D. $25): Armenian
Cultural Conservancy, 2930 N. West
Avenue, Fresno, CA 93704. For fur-
ther information, call 559-226-1984.

Heritage Fresno and the Foreign
Language Department of Fresno City
College are supporters of this project.
ACC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, com-
munity benefit organization.

ACC’s ad hoc committee mem-
bers are: Chuck and Midge (Anoushian/
Sweet) Barrett, co-chairs; Linda
Hamilton, treasurer; Gary Becker, sec-
retary; Mike Kilijian, banquet chair;
Deacon Allan Y. Jendian, program and
public relations; Mary Ekmalian, news-
letter editor and invitations; Margaret
Hokokian, membership and reserva-
tions; Herb Arden, mailing; and Larry
Johnson and Deacon Van Der
Mugrdechian, website.

European Countries in Centre of Azerbaijani
Money Laundering Scheme

Continued frompage 1

have been paid to lobbyists, journal-
ists, politicians and businessmen.

The four opaque companies
which the scheme used — two based in
England and two in Scotland — have
now been dissolved.

One of Europe’s leading banks,
the Danske Bank from Denmark, pro-
cessed the payments to those compa-
nies via its branch office in Estonia. It
admitted not doing enough to spot
suspicious transactions.

Other cash funded luxuries, in-
cluding private education for well-con-
nected Azeri families living abroad, the
investigation added.

Aliyev Blames ‘Armenian Lobby’

Azerbaijan on Tuesday blamed
American philanthropist George Soros
and the worldwide “Armenian lobby”
for the new investigative report that
found the country's elite used a $2.8
billion slush fund to pay off European
politicians, buy luxury goods, and laun-
der money.

Aliyev rejected the corruption
allegations through his press office.
"Neither the president, nor members
of his family have any relation to the
charges contained in the report by the
Organized Crime and Corruption Re-
porting Project," the office said in a
statement.

The statement charged that the
corruption investigation is the work of
Soros and his “henchmen.” “The dirty
deeds of George Soros need to be
investigated,” it said. “The Armenian
lobby working in concert with him has
been waging a smear campaign against
the president of Azerbaijan and mem-
bers of his family.”

Aliyev’s office pointed to the ap-
parently ethnic Armenian origin one of
the three authors of an extensive article
on the OCCRP investigation that was
published by Britain’s “The Guardian”
daily. “The fact that one of the authors
of the article in ‘The Guardian’ is an
Armenian, Dina Nagapetyants, once
again proves that these blatant accusa-
tions are the latest dirty actions taken by
the Armenians of the world.”
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“Annual ‘Picnic
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12 noon until 6 o’clock
St. Peter Church
17231 Sherman ‘Way, Van Nuya 91406
f TFood, ‘Drinka & Fun Tickets
DJ, fira Dance Studic, St. Peter Church *Scund of Music “Program, OF

< furo Bungee, Human Gyroscope,
9D Virtual Realty Oeperience Ride Simulator, Jump House & More

& Raffle Prizes
R " “D-lish "Waffles, hona ‘Ice (Shave Tee) & Much More
tirmenian Food & Pastries
Menu: Chicken hebab or ‘Beef lule Dinner $15
ual feaity  (Includes Hummus, Yalanchi, Salad, Pilaf, Bread & Coffee)
Scujouk & Tule sandwiches will be available
Picnic & Raffle Sponsors Needed

Your Family Name disploged on our Plenic

WALL OF FAME
‘Please conlacl Church ‘Office al

818.344.4860

- ¥

Family Fun
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H.M.M. SOCCER TEAMS
NEXT 2 GAMES SCHEDULE

R.U.U.

HOMENMEN

19 21

HOMENMEN SAHARA TEAM:

- Sunday 9/10/17 3:40pm

Homenmen Sahara VS LA CITY UNITED
Rio de LA 1900 N. San Fernando Road,Los Angeles, CA 90065
- Sunday 9/17/17 3:20 pm

Homenmen Sahara VS Intere - Diablos FC

Marshal High School 3939 Tracy Street, Los Angeles, CA 90027

HOMENMEN ANGEL TEAM

- Sunday 9/10/17 1:30pm

Homenmen Angel VS Xyience United

Marshal High School 3939 Tracy Street, Los Angeles, CA 90027
- Sunday 9/17/17 5:35pm

Homenmen Angel VS Club LA

Griffith Park 3401 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.
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City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: --------------
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