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French, German Envoys See No Hurdles
To EU-Armenia Accord

YEREVAN -- A landmark agree-
ment to deepen the European Union’s
relations with Armenia will most likely
be signed as planned in November,
Germany’s and France’s ambassadors
in Yerevan said on Tuesday.

“At the moment there are no
circumstances that could hamper that
process,” the German envoy, Matthias
Kiesler, told a joint news conference
with his outgoing French counterpart,
Jean-Francois Charpentier.

“I consider the new agreement a
great success and believe thatif signed,
it will open up new and multiple oppor-
tunities for deepening EU-Armenia
cooperation,” added Kiesler.

Charpentier likewise said that “all
prerequisites are in place” for the sign-
ing of the Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
during an EU summit in Brussels slated
for November 24. Armenia would thus
become the first member of the Rus-

sian-led Eurasian Economic Union to
have such an “ambitious” deal with the
EU, he said.

The CEPA, which was finalized
in March, is meant to deepen the
EU’s political and economic rela-
tions with Armenia. It reportedly
contains the main political provisions
of a more far-reaching Association
Agreement which the two sides nearly
concluded in 2013.

President Serzh Sarkisian pre-
vented the signing of that agreement
with his unexpected decision to seek
Armenia’s accession to the EEU. The
move was widely attributed to Russian
pressure exerted on the Armenian gov-
ernment.

The head of the EU Delegation in
Yerevan, Piotr Switalski, said last
week that officials in Brussels are
making final preparations for the sign-
ing of the accord with Armenia at the
November summit.

Bako Sahakian Sworn in as Karabakh
President for Another Term

TENKR P

 EHENUHCERY |
T

STEPANAKERT -- Bako
Sahakian, Nagorno-Karabakh’s presi-
dent, was sworn in for another term on
Thursday almost two months after
local lawmakers voted to extend his
decade-long rule.

Sahakian, 57, was reelected after
serving two consecutive five-year
terms. He was not allowed to stay in
power longer before Karabakh enacted
a new constitution in a referendum
held in February.

The new constitution calls for
the Armenian-populated region’s tran-
sition by 2020 to a fully presidential
system of government which will lead
to the abolition of the post of prime
minister. The authorities in Stepanakert
say this change will put Karabakh in a
better position to cope with the unre-
solved conflict with Azerbaijan. Their
opponents maintain, however that
Sahakian is simply keen to cling to
power.

Sahakian will continue governing
Karabakh as an interim president until

2020. His candidacy for that post was
backed in July by 28 of the 33 mem-
bers of the Karabakh parliament repre-
senting three political parties allied to
him.

Sahakian pledged to implement
democratic reforms, strengthen
Karabakh’s security and ensure con-
tinued economic growth of the local
economy in his speech at an inaugura-
tion ceremony held in Stepanakert.
“We are going to do everything to
protect the honor and dignity of the
Armenian people,” he declared.

The Karabakh leader again did
not clarify whether he will run in the
next presidential election due in 2020.

Vitaly Balasanian, the secretary
of Karabakh’s presidential Security
Council, suggested in July that Sahakian
is unlikely to seek another reelection in
2020.

Aretired army general, Balasanian
was the main opposition candidate in
Karabakh’s last presidential ballot held
in 2012.

Documents Implicate Hungary for Notorious
Deal with Azerbaijan in “Selling” Axe-
Murderer Ramil Safarov

YEREVAN (Armenpress) -- The
recent revelations about Azerbaijan’s
state sanctioned money-laundering and
bribery scheme has uncovered some
notorious details involving Baku’s re-
lations with Hungary.

In 2012, at the same time when
Hungary extradited the Azeri axe-mur-
dered Ramil Safarov, who had killed an
Armenian officer, more than 7 million
dollars were transferred to a bank
account under the name of an
Azerbaijani official’s son in the Hun-
garian MKB bank.

In a report of the anti-corruption
Atlatszo website, the new details prove
that by extraditing Safarov, Hungary
actually had a hidden agenda other
than strengthening its political ties with

the country.

The MKB account was linked
with an offshore company, which was
closely tied with the Azerbaijani gov-
ernment. The money was transferred
to Hungary through Metastar Invest
LLP to the account which was in turn
linked with an offshore company called
Velasco International.

Itis noteworthy that the 7 million
USD transaction coincided with the
“expansion” of diplomatic relations be-
tween Hungary and Azerbaijan. In
2014, Hungary’s PM Viktor Orban
met with Azerbaijan’s President [lham
Aliyev in Budapest, and the sides signed
an agreement on strategic coopera-

Continued on page4

Two Turkish-Americans Erdogan Supporters
Stand Trial in Washington, DC

WASHING-
TON, DC (VOA) --
Two Turkish-Ameri-
can men involved in
a brawl at the Turk-
ish Embassy earlier
this year pleaded not
guilty to assault
charges in a Wash-
ington, D.C., court-
room Thursday.

Sinan Narin of
Virginia and Eyup
Yildirim of New Jer-
sey faced charges of
felony aggravated as-
sault as well as mak-
ing assault threats.

Court documents from Thurs-
day indicate the men both entered pleas
of not guilty and asked for a jury trial.

Eighteen people, many of whom
were members of the Turkish
president's security detail, were in-
dicted for allegedly attacking protest-
ers outside the Turkish ambassador's
residence on May 16. All 18 were
charged with conspiracy to commit a
crime of violence, a felony punishable
by a maximum of 15 years in prison.
Several faced additional charges of
assault with a deadly weapon.

D.C. police have arrested four
suspects with U.S. addresses, includ-
ing Narin and Yildirim; but warrants
are still out for 14 Turkish security
officers.

Another suspect — Ayten Necmi
of New York — is due in court Sep-
tember 22, while the case of the fourth
detainee, Jalal Kheirabaoi of Virginia,
has been dismissed.

The brawl took place outside the
residence of Turkey's ambassador to
Washington shortly after U.S. Presi-
dent Donald Trump met with Turkish

President Recep Tayyip Erdogan at the
White House.

Video of the protest recorded by
VOA's Turkish service shows what
appear to be security guards and some
Erdogan supporters attacking a small
group of demonstrators.

Men in dark suits and others
were recorded repeatedly kicking one
woman as she was curled up on a
sidewalk. Another wrenched a
woman's neck and threw her to the
ground. A man with a bullhorn was
repeatedly kicked in the face.

After police officers struggled to
protect the protesters and ordered the
attackers to retreat, several suspects
dodged the officers and continued the
attacks.

The Turkish Embassy claimed
that Erdogan's bodyguards were act-
ing in "self-defense" during the inci-
dent, and that the protesters were af-
filiated with the Turkish left wing PKK
or Kurdistan Workers' Party.

The PKK has waged a three-
decade long insurgency in southeast
Turkey.
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Sarkisian Awards Armenian Mayor’s Son
Charged with Deadly Car Accident

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has controver-
sially awarded a medal for academic
excellence to the teenage son of an
Armenian town mayor charged with
running over and killing a man with a
government-owned car.

The 16-year-old Razmik
Danielian, whose father Aram has gov-
erned the town of Hrazdan for almost
15 years, was among more than 100
schoolchildren who were awarded for
their good grades on August 29. “I
want to thank you for your deep curi-
osity and hard work,” Sarkisian said at
a ceremony held in the presidential
palace in Yerevan.

The ceremony came almost three
months after a 58-year-old resident of
Hrazdan, Valeri Torosian, was hit by a
car and died in hospital shortly after-
wards. According to Armenia’s In-
vestigative Committee, the car belong-
ing to the municipal administration was
driven by Razmik Danielian and vio-
lated traffic rules.

Danielian has no driving license
because of his young age. The law-
enforcement agency decided not to
keep him in custody pending investiga-
tion.

The Hrazdan mayor, who is af-
filiated with Sarkisian’s ruling Repub-
lican Party of Armenia (HHK), ac-
knowledged later in June that his son
caused the deadly accident.

Sarkisian’s decision to hand the
state award to the delinquent teenager
has prompted strong criticism from
independent Armenian media outlets.
Some media commentators have por-
trayed it as further proof of impunity
enjoyed by senior government offi-
cials, their cronies and relatives.

Education Minister Levon
Mkrtchian, who also attended the
award ceremony, dismissed the criti-

cism when he spoke to reporters on
Thursday. He insisted that Sarkisian
did not know that the school student
from Hrazdan is the mayor’s son.
Danielian and the other students were
nominated for the awards by the
Education Ministry, he said.

“Why should [the president]
know or not know that? After all, the
medals are given for academic excel-
lence,” added Mkrtchian, who is a
senior member of the Armenian Revo-
lutionary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun),
the HHKs junior coalition partner.

Meanwhile, it remains unclear
when the criminal investigation into
the Hrazdan accident will be com-
pleted.

“The investigation is continuing,”
Sona Truzian, a spokeswoman for the
Investigative Committee, told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am). “We
established that an underage person
was at the wheel and he is prosecuted
as the suspect in the case.”

Truzian claimed that forensic
tests conducted so far produced no
definitive results on the precise cir-
cumstances of the accident and that
investigators have ordered more such
tests because of that.“We need to re-
ceive a [forensic] conclusion before
we can make a final evaluation,” she
said. “The extent of any individual’s
guilt has to be determined on the basis
of forensic examinations.”

Armenian Official Hails Israeli Freeze on
Drone Sales to Azerbaijan

YEREVAN -- A senior Armenian
military official has praised Israeli au-
thorities’ reported decision to halt ex-
ports to Azerbaijan of “suicide” drones
manufactured by an Israeli company
accused of using them against an Ar-
menian army position.

In a newspaper interview pub-
lished this week, Deputy Defense Min-
ister Davit Pakhchanian echoed those
accusations, saying that Israeli arms
dealers have repeatedly struck Arme-
nian targets at the behest of Azerbaijani
officials.

The company in question, Aero-
nautics Defense Systems (ADS), said
last week that the Israeli Defense
Ministry’s export control agency has
at least temporarily banned it from
delivering a batch of Orbiter 1K drones
to a key foreign client. In a statement,
ADS said it was due to supply $20
million worth of such unmanned air-
craft, capable of carrying special ex-
plosive payload, to the client in 2017-
2018.

The ADS statement did not
specify the buyer of the sophisticated
weapon. But it did attribute the ban to
an ongoing inquiry conducted by the

Israeli agency.

The Israeli newspaper “Maariv”
reported on August 13 that the agency
launched an investigation after receiv-
ing a formal complaint stemming from
ADS’s commercial dealings with the
Azerbaijani government. It said ADS
representatives traveled to Azerbaijan
earlier this summer to finalize a con-
tract for the sale of Orbiter drones to
the Azerbaijani military.

The paper claimed that two Is-
raeli drone operators working for the
company rebuffed Azerbaijani offi-
cials’ demand to demonstrate the use
of the deadly drone by hitting the
Armenian position with it. But other,
more senior ADS executives agreed
on launch the deadly craft on the
target, according to “Maariv.” ADS
denied the report.

“Naturally, I find the Israeli De-
fense Ministry’s decision positive, but
they must be consistent,” Pakhchanian
told the Armenian military’s “Hay
Zinvor” newspaper. “Thatincident may
have been exposed, but I am con-
vinced that there have been many more
such cases.” Pakhchanian did not
elaborate.
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Senate Appropriations Committee Ensures
Continued Funding to Artsakh

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Senate Appropriations Committee
adopted the Fiscal Year (FY) 2018
State, Foreign Operations, and Related
Programs (SFOPS) appropriations bill,
which ensures continued funding to
Nagorno Karabakh (Artsakh), reported
the Armenian Assembly of America
(Assembly).

The "Committee recommends
assistance for the victims of the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict in amounts
consistent with prior fiscal years, and
for ongoing needs related to the con-
flict." The Committee urges a peaceful
resolution to the conflict, which, given
Azerbaijan's recent and unprecedented
attacks against Armenia and Artsakh,
underscores the importance of imple-
menting an accurate cease-fire moni-
toring system along the line of contact.

The Committee also adopted an
amendment offered by Senator Chris
Van Hollen (D-MD), which would pro-
hibit arms sales to the Turkish Presi-
dential Protection Directorate in light
of the vicious attack by Turkey's secu-
rity detail in Washington, D.C. against
peaceful protesters on May 17, 2017.
Last week, nineteen people, including
15 Turkish security officials, were
indicted as a result of this attack in
front of the Turkish Ambassador's

residence during President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan's visit.

The bill also maintains Section
907 of the FREEDOM Support Act,
restating the six customary exemp-
tions for humanitarian and other assis-
tance to Azerbaijan. The Assembly
continues to call for full enforcement
of Section 907 given Azerbaijan's hos-
tile and aggressive actions against Ar-
menians.

As part of the Manager's amend-
ment package, Senator Dick Durbin
(D-IL) included bill language on visa
restrictions for Azeri officials "about
whom the Secretary of State has cred-
ible information have been involved in
the wrongful imprisonment of Mehman
Aliyev, the director of Turan,
Azerbaijan's lastremaining independent
news outlet." Similarly, Senators James
Lankford (R-OK) and Jeanne Shaheen
(D-NH) included language regarding
visa denial for Turkish officials in-
volved in prolonging the unlawful de-
tention of U.S. citizens in Turkey.

The bill also promotes interna-
tional religious freedom and protection
for persecuted religious minorities,
particularly in the Middle East. The
$25 million programs also includes $5
million for atrocities prevention pro-
grams.

Armenia Clarifies Stance On Troop
Deployment To Syria

Armenia is ready, in principle, to
send a demining team to Syria as part
ofamultinational “coalition” that could
be formed by Russia, the Defense
Ministry in Yerevan said on Monday.

A top Russian military official
said late last month that Armenia
and Serbia have expressed readi-
ness to join such a coalition which
Russia hopes would help its troops
clear landmines in the war-torn
country. Moscow formally pro-
posed its creation at the United
Nations in April.

The Armenian government did
not immediately confirm the Russian
official’s statement. A spokesman for
President Serzh Sarkisian said only
that official Yerevan will make a state-
ment “when a decision is made and all
issues are clarified.”

In a written statement to
RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am), the Defense Min-
istry clarified that the Armenian
and Russian militaries already
held “preliminary working dis-
cussions” last year on the possi-
bility of Armenia’s participation
in “humanitarian demining efforts
in Syria.”

“During the discussions, Arme-
nia expressed readiness to consider
possibilities of becoming involved with

a humanitarian demining detachment -
- in case of the launch of such an
initiative, the Syrian government’s
consent, and observance of all interna-
tional legal procedures -- in those parts
of Syria where there are no ongoing
hostilities,” said the statement.

“At the moment, the Armenian
Defense Ministry has no information
regarding the course of the formation
of the coalition, its composition and
especially time frames for its deploy-
ment,” it stressed.

The issue was also on the agenda
of Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov’s April 2016 visit to Yerevan.
Lavrov discussed possible Armenian
involvement in demining operations in
the historic Syrian city of Palmyra
when he met with his Armenian coun-
terpart Edward Nalbandian. “T hope
that our joint initiative can be imple-
mented,” he said after the talks.

It is not clear whether Sarkisian
and Russian President Vladimir Putin
spoke about Syria when they met in the
Russian city of Sochi on August 23.
The Armenian presidential press ser-
vice said they discussed “topical inter-
national and regional issues.”

Armenia is a member of the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO), a Russian-led military alli-
ance of six ex-Soviet states.
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Aliyev Pardons Russian-Israeli Blogger

BAKU (RFE/RL) — Aleksandr
Lapshin, a Russian-Israeli blogger jailed
in Azerbaijan for travelling to Nagorno-
Karabakh, was pardoned by President
Ilham Aliyev on Monday after report-
edly attempting to commit suicide.

A senior aide to Aliyev, Ali
Hasanov, said he will most likely be
sent to Israel within the next few days.
Hasanov also revealed that Lapshin is
currently receiving medical assistance
after he tried to kill himself while in
Azerbaijani custody.

According to Azerbaijan’s Jus-
tice Minister, Lapshin attempted to
take his own life on Sunday in protest
a delay in his extradition to Israel.
“Thanks to the vigilance of prison
guards, the suicide attempt was
thwarted,” the ministry’s Penitentiary
Service said in a statement cited by
Azerbaijani media.

Aliyev’s decree coincided with
the start of Azerbaijani Defense Minis-
ter Zakir Hasanov’s visit to Israel.

The 40-year-old blogger, who
has Israeli, Russian and Ukrainian
citizenships, was detained in Belarus’s
capital Minsk on an Azerbaijani arrest
warrant last December. The Belarusian
authorities extradited him to Azerbaijan
in February, prompting strong criti-
cism from Armenia and Russia as well

as Western watchdogs like Amnesty
International. Azerbaijan rejected the
criticism.

An Azerbaijani court sentenced
Lapshin to three years in prison in July.
Itsaid heillegally crossed Azerbaijan’s
internationally recognized borders
when he travelled to Karabakh via
Armenia in 2011 and 2012.Lapshin
gave detailed accounts of those visits
on his Russian-language travel blog.

The blogger pleaded not guilty to
the accusation during his trial. At the
same time, he said he now understands
that his trips to Karabakh offended
many Azerbaijanis.

Years before his arrest, Lapshin
was placed on an official Azerbaijani
blacklist of several hundred non-Ar-
menian foreigners who have visited
Karabakh without Baku’s permission.
Nevertheless, he was able to travel to
Azerbaijan in June 2016 and post a
series of detailed blog entries on his
mixed impressions about the oil-rich
country.

In particular, Lapshin suggested
that the Azerbaijani authorities have
squandered their massive oil revenues.
“Despite 25 years of oil bonanza, the
country is hardly different from neigh-
boring Armenia and Georgia in terms of
socioeconomic development,” he wrote.

Archeological Finds From 8-6th Centuries BC
Revealed in Metsamor

Armenian-Polish working group
of archeologists has restarted its exca-
vations in Metsamor at September 1
and has already registered some re-
sults, Artsakhpress reports.

New rooms have been revealed
in the municipal part of the territory, as
well as graves, human skeletons, metal
tools which are preliminary attributed
to 8-6th centuries BC.

The archeologists try to trace
the changes in the territory from the
Late Bronze Age to the period of
Achaemenides. According to the co-
pilot of the expedition, the Head of the
Institute of Archeology in the Univer-
sity of Warsaw, professor Krzysztof
Jakubiak, Metsamor has an important
role among the settlements of the
Ararat Valley in this aspect.
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Religious Leaders of Russia, Armenia, and
Azerbaijan Sign Joint Statement

YEREVAN (Armradio) — On
September 8, as aresult of the trilateral
meeting of the spiritual leaders of the
region in Moscow, Russia; His Holi-
ness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch
and Catholicos of All Armenians; His
Holiness Kirill I, Patriarch of Moscow
and All Russia; and Sheikh ul-Islam
Allahshukur Pashazade, Grand Mufti
of the Muslims of the Caucasus, made
the following statement:

Today, we the spiritual leaders of
Azerbaijani and Armenia, once again
met in Moscow at the invitation of
Patriarch Kirill of Moscow and All
Russia, to discuss ways of a peaceful
settlement of the Karabakh conflict,

without which itis impossible to achieve
reconciliation and comprehensive se-
curity in the Caucasus.

We attach a special significance
to the consistent development of the
peacekeeping dialogue, the continua-
tion of the negotiations, and the interna-
tional community’s mediatory efforts
which will help to achieve a compre-
hensive settlement of the conflict.

We are convinced that disagree-
ments can be overcome, relying on the
moral values of kindness, love for thy
neighbor, mutual forgiveness, and be-
nevolence; propagated by the prin-
ciples of good-neighborliness and tra-
ditional religions.

AGBU Central Board Donates $50,000 in
Support of Hurricane Harvey Relief Efforts

NEW YORK -- The Central
Board of Directors of the Armenian
General Benevolent Union (AGBU),
through special relief contributions,
will donate $50,000 to the American
Red Cross in support of Hurricane
Harvey Emergency Relief.

As part of its longstanding
commitment to humanitarian aid,
AGBU has always responded to
the plight of people impacted by
conflict and natural disasters.
Local chapters and Young Profes-
sionals groups also carry on this
longstanding tradition mobilizing
to address local needs during
times of crisis.

Natural disasters like Hurri-
cane Harvey create more needs than
any single organization can meet on
its own. The American Red Cross is
collaborating with communities, gov-
ernment agencies, non-profits and
businesses to help fund and coordi-
nate emergency relief efforts. We
encourage our members and sup-

porters worldwide to continue to
donate to organizations that are pro-
viding relief efforts.

The American Red Cross is
working along the Gulf Coast to
rescue people, evacuate homes and
provide emergency supplies, food,
water, shelter, counseling and other
assistance. Approximately 42,000
people sought refuge in 258 Red
Cross and partner shelters across
Texas while some 2,000 disaster
workers are on the ground.

The Eastern Diocese of the
Armenian Church of America is
advocating to help provide relief to
the people of the St. Kevork Church
community, as many Armenian
families are now displaced. Please
visit https://armenianchurch.us/
donate/ to support the Diocese's
relief efforts by donating to the St.
Kevork Flood Relief.

To donate to the American Red
Cross, please visit https://
www.redcross.org

“During the Early Iron Age
Metsamor had been a city and was
destroyed by the Urartians. Now graves
are found, other finds are revealed,
evidences of demolition are registered.
They enrich our understanding of the
influence of Argishti the First and the
later Urartians on Metsamor”, Jakubiak
said.

At the moment anthropological
materials are being studied, while the
organic materials, such as charcoal

and others, will be sent abroad for a
laboratory study. It will help to date
the finds correctly.

Professor Jakubiak participated
in many archeological expeditions in
Syria, Lebanon, Egypt and Iraq. “Ar-
menia is a country which bears Chris-
tian-European values and it is easy to
work here. My Armenian colleagues
have enough experience and knowl-
edge. Armenian people are frank and
friendly”, he said.
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Chapman University Presents
“Knowledge Without Action: The Case of
Germany During the Armenian Genocide

in the Ottoman Empire”

David Crowe

Richard Hovannisian

AT

Jennifer Keene

ORANGE, CA — Chapman
University’s Rodgers Center for Holo-
caust Education will host a conversa-
tion on the Armenian Genocide with
distinguished scholars and Chapman
University Presidential Fellows Dr.
Richard Hovannisian and Dr. David
Crowe. Their conversation will focus
on recent research on the Armenian
Genocide, including the foreign office
records of Germany, Turkey’s most
important ally during World War . These
detailed reports of German diplomats,
missionaries, and businessmen raise the
crucial question of why knowledge alone
is not sufficient to stop genocide. The
event is part of the Center’s series “His-
tory, Memory, Justice.”

Dr. Richard Hovannisian is Pro-
fessor Emeritus of History at UCLA
and Adjunct Professor of History at
USC. He has published more than 30
volumes on Armenian history and cul-
ture, including Looking Backward,
Moving Forward: Confronting the Ar-
menian Genocide.

Dr. David Crowe is Professor of
History Emeritus at Elon University
and the author of the definitive biogra-
phy on Oskar Schindler, as well as
numerous books on the history of
genocide, including War Crimes, Geno-
cide, and Justice: A Global History.

The conversation will be moder-
ated by Dr. Jennifer Keene, Chair of
the Department of History in Chapman

University’s Wilkinson College of Arts,
Humanities, and Social Sciences and
current President of the Society of
Military History.

This event will take place Sep-
tember 26, at 7 p.m., at Chapman
University’s Fish Interfaith Center — it
is free and open to the public. Parking
for eventsis available on campus in the
Fred L. Barrera Parking Structure on
Sycamore Street and the Lastinger
Parking Structure on Walnut Avenue.
Permits costing $2 for two hours and
$3 for four hours may be purchased at
each structure.

About Chapman University

Asanacademically distinguished
center of learning, Chapman Univer-
sity attracts extraordinary students and
faculty from around the globe. Its ten
schools and colleges foster a vibrant
intellectual community, and provide
extensive opportunities for students to
learn, grow and discover alongside
remarkable faculty. The University is
home to 8,500 students pursuing bach-
elor, master and doctoral degrees, and
is alma mater to more than 40,000
alumni found throughout the United
States and the world. Now celebrating
its 156th year, Chapman is known for
its distinguishing strengths in leader-
ship and civic engagement, in the arts
and entertainment disciplines, and in
specialized sectors of technology and
science.

Screening of '""They Shall Not Perish: The
Story of Near East Relief"" in Lexington

BELMONT, MA -- On Friday,
October 13, at 7:30 p.m., the National
Association for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR) and the Near East
Foundation (NEF) will present the
Boston-area public premiere of the
documentary film They Shall Not Per-
ish: The Story of Near East Relief, at
the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum
(formerly National Heritage Museum),
33 Marrett Road, in Lexington, MA (at
the intersection of Route 2A and Mas-
sachusetts Avenue). A post-film dis-
cussion will feature NEF Board Direc-
tor and executive-producer of the film,
Shant Mardirossian, with a panel of
scholars. The program is free and
open to the public and will be followed
by a reception.

Produced by NEF Board Mem-
ber Shant Mardirossian and award-
winning director George Billard, the
documentary They Shall Not Perish
details the unprecedented humanitar-
ian efforts of thousands of Americans
who saved a generation of orphans and

refugees during the collapse of the
Ottoman Empire and in the aftermath
of the crisis that came to be known as
the Armenian Genocide. The film
teaches us the amazing role ordinary
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The Promise to Screen at Fresno State on
Friday, September 29

FRESNO -- The CineCulture Film
Series and the Armenian Studies Pro-
gram at California State University,
Fresno, are sponsoring a special
screening of the film The Promise at
5:00PM on Friday, September 29, in
the Leon and Pete Peters Educational
Auditorium (5010 N. Woodrow Ave.,
at the west end of the SaveMart Cen-
ter, near Shaw and Woodrow Aves.),
on the Fresno State campus.

Filmmaker and The Promise as-
sociate producer Carla Garapedian will
be present as a discussant and to an-
swer questions after the screening.
She is the director of Screamers, a
documentary film which focused on
the problem of genocide in the world.
The film featured the band “System of
a Down,” and received international
attention.

The Promise opened in theaters
in April of 2017 and tells the story of
the Armenian Genocide through a love
story involving Michael (Oscar Isaac),
a brilliant medical student, who meets
Ana (Charlotte Le Bon). A romantic
rivalry emerges between Michael and
Ana’sboyfriend Chris (Christian Bale),
a famous American photojournalist
dedicated to exposing political truth.
As the Ottoman Empire entered World
War I and the Armenian Genocide
began, their conflicting passions were
deferred while they joined forces to try

to protect the Armenians and survive
themselves. The Promise is directed
by Academy Award winning filmmaker
Terry George.

Admission is free, but seating is
limited. The screening is open to the
public and free parking is available at
any of the adjacent Fresno State park-
ing lots (near the corner of Shaw and
Woodrow Avenues).

For more information about the
presentation please contact the Arme-
nian Studies Program at 278-2669, or
visit our website at
www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies.

citizens can play in responding to hu-
manitarian crises.

Following the screening, Marc
Mamigonian, NAASR Director of Aca-
demic Affairs, will moderate a panel
discussion with Shant Mardirossian
and scholars Dr. Taner Akgam,
Kaloosdian-Mugar Professor of Ar-
menian Genocide Studies at Clark Uni-
versity; Dr. Hayk Demoyan, Director
of the Armenian Genocide Museum-
Institute in Yerevan, Armenia; and Dr.
Nora Nercessian, author of the study
City of Orphans: Relief Workers, Com-
missars and the Builders of the New
Armenia Alexandropol/Leninakan
1919-1931.

The one-hour documentary film
features the stories of American diplo-
mats, missionaries and relief workers
who, as witnesses to the Armenian
Genocide, responded to a call to action
and mobilized the largest non-govern-
mental international humanitarian move-
ment undertaken by American citizens.

Narrated by six-time Emmy

award nominated actor Victor Garber,
the film is set against a mix of histori-
cal footage, archival photographs and
utilizes contemporary interviews from
leading academic experts such as Taner
Akcam, Peter Balakian, Keith David
Watenpaugh, and the late Martin
Deranian. In addition, the letters of
American officials, relief workers and
orphans are brought to life through the
voices of leading actors—Michael
Aronov, Kathleen Chalfant, Dariush
Kashani, Andrea Martin, Ron Rifkin,
Tony Shalhoub and Kara Vedder—tak-
ing the audience on a journey from the
depths of cruelty to the triumphs of
survival.

Shant Mardirossian, inspired by
his grandparents’ escape and survival
during the genocide, says he produced
this film “not just to remember those
we lostin the genocide, but to shed light
on an important chapter of American
history when ordinary citizens stood
together against a great injustice and
saved the lives of 132,000 orphans.”

Documents Implicate Hungary

Continued frompage 1

tion. The sides went on to meet again
in the future in a “warm environment”.

Metastar Invest LLP is the com-
pany which was used by Azerbaijan to
pay off PACE lawmaker Luca Volonte,
who is currently under investigation in
Italy. Volonte himself was not only a
“friend” of Azerbaijan, but also of
Viktor Orban. Volonte branded the
criticism against the Hungarian PM’s
regime as “ a witch hunt”.

Velasco International, who
owned the account in the Hungarian
bank, has close ties with Hungary and
Azerbaijan. The company, which is

registered in the British Virgin Islands,
is owned by Orkhan Eyyubov, the son
of Azerbaijan’s deputy PM Yakub
Eyyubov.

Atlatsz6 revelations show that
those involved included also an intelli-
gence officer of Orban’s government,
a representative of the PM’s chief
advisor and other high-ranking offi-
cials.

Apparently Orban “sold” the axe-
murderer to Azerbaijan for 7 million
dollars.

Ramil Safarov, the notoriouskiller
of the Armenian officer, was wel-
comed as a hero in Azerbaijan upon
extradition.
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R.U.U.

HOMENMEN

19 21

HOMENMEN SAHARA TEAM

- Sunday 9/17/17 3:20 pm

Homenmen Sahara VS Intere - Diablos FC
Marshal High School 3939 Tracy Street, Los Angeles, CA 90027

HOMENMEN ANGEL TEAM

- Sunday 9/17/17 5:35pm

Homenmen Angel VS Club LA

Griffith Park 3401 Riverside Drive, Los Angeles, CA 90027
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Make your donations to:

Armenian American Orphans Dis-
abled Children Fund, Inc.

Non-Profit Organization

A Tax-Exempt 501 (c¢)3 Charity

Direct Deposit: Wells Fargo Bank
Acc #1736835495

Tel. (818) 246-0125, (818) 246-
2070, (818) 747-3276 (818) 239-6880

Forourkids99@gmail.com

626 W. Colorado St. Glendale,
CA 91204
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

GUPUMQUMLEN[d

Name:
Address:
City: -------—-- State:---—----- Zip Code:------
Country: --------------
Tel: Email:
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