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Armenia Plans More Arms Acquisitions

YEREVAN -- The Armenian gov-
ernment plans to considerably increase
its defense spending next year in order
to purchase more weapons and ammu-
nition for Armenia’s armed forces,
Defense Minister Vigen Sargsian said
on Monday.

Sargsian declined to specify the
types and sources of that weaponry. “I
prefer to show weapons during mili-
tary parades,” he told a news confer-
ence. “It is useless and meaningless to
speak of forthcoming or possible arms
purchases first of all because that
makes all processes more difficult.
Secondly, that means disclosing your
plans for the future, which would
allow the enemy to take countermea-
sures.”

The draft 2018 state budget un-
veiled by the government last week
would increase Armenia’s defense
spending by roughly 17 percent to 247
billion drams ($515 million), reflecting
a continuing arms race with
Azerbaijan. According to Sargsian, the
extra spending will “mainly” finance
additional arms acquisitions.

Russia has long been Armenia’s
key arms supplier. The Armenian mili-
tary has received Russian-made weap-
ons at knockdown prices and even for
free due to close military ties between
the two states.

Two years ago Moscow lent
Yerevan $200 million for arms pur-
chases from Russian manufacturers at
domestic Russian prices. It subse-
quently publicized a long list of items
which the Armenian side is allowed to
buy with that money. The list includes,
among other things, Smerch multiple-
launch rocket system, TOS-1A heavy
flamethrowers, anti-tank weapons and
shoulder-fired surface-to-air missiles.
The Armenian military demonstrated
Smerch systems as and several other
new weapons at a September 2016
parade in Yerevan.

Sargsian announced that the arms
supplies financed from the Russian
loan will be completed by the end of
this year. Other officials in Yerevan
said earlier that 18 supply contracts
were signed with the Russians as part
of that deal.

Azerbaijan Declares Four Turkish
Intellectuals Internationally Wanted

BAKU -- Authorities in Azerbaijan
have issued an international arrest
warrant for four prominent Turkish
intellectuals who visited Nagorno-
Karabakh last week.

Former Turkish parliamentarian
Ufuk Uras, writer and political com-
mentator Ali Bayramoglu and two
scholars, Sait Cetinoglu and Erol
Katircioglu, travelled to Karabakh via
Armenia on a trip organized by a
Yerevan-based group called the Na-
tional Congress of Western Armenians.

They met with Karen Mirzoyan,
the Karabakh foreign minister until this
week, in Stepanakert on September
22. Mirzoyan’s press office said he
briefed them on “the history and ori-
gins” of the Armenian-Azerbaijani con-
flict and the Karabakh Armenian
leadership’s efforts to resolve it.

Azerbaijan’s Office of the Pros-
ecutor-General said late on Thursday
that the Turks illegally crossed

Azerbaijan’s internationally recognized
border and will be prosecuted under a
corresponding article of the Azerbaijani
Criminal Code. It said it has asked
Turkish law-enforcement authorities
to arrest and extradite them to Baku.

The Turkish ambassador to
Azerbaijan, Erkan Ozoral, strongly
condemned the trip on Friday. But he
did not explicitly say whether Uras,
Bayramoglu, Cetinoglu and Katircioglu
will be arrested in Turkey. “We re-
spect the legal system,” Ozoral told the
Azerbaijani APA news agency.

Successive Turkish governments
have strongly and unconditionally
backed Azerbaijan in the Karabakh
conflict. Turkish Defense Minister
Nurettin Canikli reaffirmed that stance
and called for “the liberation of
Karabakh” on Thursday when he vis-
ited Azerbaijan to attend joint exercises
held by the air forces of the two Turkic
states.

EU and Armenia to Sign
Groundbreaking’ Deal

iNAFFAIRS ©

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
European Union and Armenia will sign
a Comprehensive and Enhanced Part-
nership Agreement (CEPA) “soon,” a
senior EU official said during a visit to
Yerevan on Monday.

Johannes Hahn, the EU commis-
sioner for European neighborhood
policy, said the landmark accord will
not only deepen the EU’s ties with
Armenia but also serve as an “ex-
ample” to other countries.

“Its relevance is going far be-
yond our bilateral relationship,” Hahn
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said after talks with Foreign Minister
Edward Nalbandian. He called the CEPA
a “blueprint for possible other relation-
ships.”

“This groundbreaking new agree-
ment will help demonstrate that it is
possible for Armenia to be part of the
Eurasian integration process while also
establishing comprehensive and en-
hanced relations with the EU,” Hahn
told a joint news conference.

Nalbandian confirmed that the

Continued on page4

Michigan Recognizes Artsakh Independence

LANSING, MI -- Michigan be-
came the 8th U.S. state to recognize
the independent Republic of Artsakh.
Spearheaded by Senator David Knezek
(D-5th District), with the overwhelm-
ing bi-partisan support, the Michigan
State Senate passed S.R.99, calling
upon the U.S. to establish economic
and cultural ties with the Artsakh Re-
public and support peace and stability
across the South Caucasus.

Michigan Senate Resolution 99

A resolution to urge the President
and Congress of the United States to
recognize the Republic of Nagorno-
Karabagh, also known as Artsakh, to
establish economic and cultural ties
with the nation, and to support the
peace and stability in South Caucasus.

Whereas, The region of Artsakh
is located in the South Caucasus and
has historically been Armenian terri-
tory. The region is populated by an
overwhelming majority of Armenians;
and

Whereas, Despite its historical
and cultural ties to Armenia, in 1921,
Joseph Stalin arbitrarily severed Artsakh
from Armenia, and in violation of the
national, territorial, and human rights
of the Armenian people, the severed
region of Artsakh was placed under
the administration of Soviet Azerbaijani;
and

Whereas, For decades, the Ar-
menian peoples’ peaceful demonstra-

AL B
SEN. KNEZEK |
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tions for national independence, for
individual freedom, and in opposition
to the Soviet Azerbaijani repression
and discrimination were met with acts
of violent repression by Soviet
Azerbaijani forces who refused to al-
low the self-determination of the people
of Artsakh. Soviet Azerbaijani’s bloody
response resulted in the deaths of eth-
nic Armenians in Sumgait (Feb. 1988),
Kirovabad (Feb. 1988), and Baku (Jan.
1990) and the forced deportation of
more than 350,000 Armenians from
Azerbaijani. In the aftermath of the
Sumgait tragedy, the United States
Senate unanimously passed Amend-
ment 2690 to the Fiscal Year 1989
Foreign Operations Appropriations bill
(H.R. 4782), concerning the Karabagh

Continued on page 2
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Sarkisian Pardons Ex-Official
Jailed for Corruption

YEREVAN )RFE/RL) -- Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian has pardoned a
former head of Armenia’s state pen-
sion fund who was arrested five years
ago and subsequently sentenced to 12
years in prison for corruption.

Vazgen Khachikian, who was also
a senior member of Sarkisian’s ruling
Republican Party of Armenia (HHK),
was set free on Thursday.

In late 2014, a court Yerevan
found Khachikian and 11 other em-
ployees of the State Social Security
Service (SSSS) guilty of embezzling
300 million drams ($620,000) in public
funds allocated for the payment of
various social benefits. Four of them
were jailed for 4 to 5 years, while
several others received suspended
prison sentences.

Sarkisian’s press secretary,
Vladimir Hakobian, refused to give the
official reason for the pardon, saying
that the relevant presidential decree
will not be publicized. “The president
is allowed [by the Armenian constitu-
tion] to grant pardons,” he told RFE/
RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

Khachikian and two of his former
high-ranking subordinates were ar-
rested in September 2012 in a nation-

wide criminal investigation into wide-
spread corruption within the SSSS.
The Armenian police launched the probe
in 2011 shortly after the parliamentary
Audit Chamber alleged that thousands
of pensioners received, on paper, pen-
sions years after their death. The cham-
ber reported similar abuses in the pay-
ment of poverty and disability ben-
efits.

Khachikian, denied the fraud and
embezzlement charges throughout his
trial that began in early 2013. His law-
yer denounced the guilty verdicthanded
down by the court as “totally un-
founded.”

Clashes Erupt After Armenians Try to Install
Cross-Stone in a Javakhk Village

JAVAKH (Armradio) — Resi-
dents of the Armenian-populated vil-
lage of Gumburdo (Kumurdo) in
Javakhk clashed with police on Satur-
day after the latter prevented attempts
to erect a cross-stone in the church-
yard.

The National Agency for Cultural
Heritage Preservation of Georgia is
renovating the 10th century church in
the high-mountain village 9 km west of
Akhalkalak, hoping that it will meet all
standards for being included in list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites.

A number of bones were found at
the site, when renovation works started
last year. The residents reburied “the
bones of their ancestors” in the same
area. An agreement was reached with
locals that the issue of the cross stone
would be solved after local self-gov-
ernment elections scheduled for Octo-
ber 21. A group of residents, however,
decided to install it earlier.

MP from the ruling Georgian
Dream Party, member of the Armenia-
Georgia Friendship Group David
Chichinadze describes this as a “provo-
cation before elections.”

“There were people giving out
money to villagers. This is certainly an
issue to be solved by the church and
clergymen, but there are certain people
willing to politicize the issue,” he said.

The lawmaker, however, refused
to name the incites of the provocation,
adding that “investigation will answer
all questions.”

MP Samvel Manukyan elected
from Javakhk also considers that the

issue should be solved by the church.

Fr. Babken Salbiyan, the Prelate
of Javakhk and Tsalka’s General
Prelacy of the Armenian Diocese in
Georgia described the incident as “un-
pleasant, incomprehensible misunder-
standing.” He said they are holding
meetings connected with the clash and
will come forth with an official state-
ment after discussions.

The clashes connected with the
cross stone have renewed discussions
on who the church belongs to. Expert
of monuments Samvel Karapetyan
writes in the book “Javakhk” that
Kumurdo was the seat of the
Chalcedonian Church between 10th
and 12th centuries.

According to Tbilisi-based Ar-
menian historian Yenok Tadevosyan
“there is no doubt that the church was
Chalcedonian. Therefore, the locals
were incorrect in their attempt to erect
a cross-stone in the yard.”

Metropolitan Nikoloz
Pachuashvili of Akhalkalaki and
Kumurdo says the church is the wealth
ofthe Armenian and Georgian peoples.

“Had Armenians not taken care
of it, it would not be standing today.
Therefore, it’s our common wealth,”
he said.

“In reality, the incident was an
attempt to incite an interethnic and
interchurch conflict, which could grow
more serious,” he said.

Metropolitan Nikoloz
Pachuashvili is confident, however,
that there can be no enmity between
the two brotherly peoples.
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Karabagh Welcomes Independence
Referendum in Iraqi Kurdistan

STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) --
Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (NKR) on
Wednesday welcomed the holding of a
referendum on independence in Iraq’s
Kurdistan region.

“We welcome the conduct of the
referendum on independence in Iraqi
Kurdistan an act of exercising peoples’
right to self-determination ... upheld
by the UN Charter and other funda-
mental international documents,” read
a statement released by the Karabakh
foreign ministry.

“We hope that the situation that
has emerged as a result of the referen-
dum will be settled peacefully, based
on the need for stability and security in
the region,” it added.

The referendum in Kurdistan was
also hailed on Wednesday by Knyaz
Hasanov, the leader of Armenia’s small
Kurdish community. Hasanov, who
was elected to the Armenian parlia-
ment in April, made clear at the same
time that he will not press the authori-
ties in Yerevan to recognize the vote
and its outcome.

“Every state has its own interests

and Armenia too has its own inter-
ests,” he told RFE/RL’s Armenian ser-
vice (Azatutyun.am). “Armenia has a
good rapport with Iran, which op-
poses Kurdistan’s independence.”

“I’m not going to raise the issue
of recognizing Kurdistan,” Hasanov
said. “It’s up to the Armenian authori-
ties, not me, to decide.”

Armenia’s government reacted
cautiously to Monday’s vote con-
demned by the Iraqi government as
well as Turkey and Iran. A spokesman
for the Armenian Foreign Ministry said
only that Yerevan is “monitoring de-
velopments.”

Yerevan also maintains cordial
relations with both the Iraqi central
government and the Kurdish regional
administration in northern Iraq. It for-
mally decided in March to open an
Armenian consulate general in Erbil,
the capital of Iraqi Kurdistan. In Feb-
ruary, Foreign Minister Edward
Nalbandian held fresh talks with
Massoud Barzani, the Iraqi Kurdish
leader, on the sidelines of an interna-
tional security conference in Germany.

Michigan Recognizes Artsakh Independence

Continued frompage 1

conflict and called on the Soviet gov-
ernment to “respect the legitimate as-
pirations of the Armenian people...”
and noted that “dozens of Armenians
have been killed and injured during the
recent unrests...”; and

Whereas, The people of Artsakh
overwhelmingly voted to support in-
dependence. On Dec. 10, 1991, de-
spite continued violence against the
people of Artsakh, a popular referen-
dum proclaiming an independent re-
public took place during the disinte-
gration of the Soviet Union. Under the
watchful eye of more than 50 interna-
tional observers, and in full compli-
ance with international standards for a
free and fair clection, more than 80
percent of eligible voters cast a ballot,
and the measure passed with 98 per-
cent in favor. On Jan.6, 1992, the
democratically-elected Parliament of
Artsakh adopted the Declaration of
Independence of the Nagorno-
Karabagh Republic; and

Whereas, Despite a cease-fire
agreement between the Republic of
Artsakh, Azerbaijani, and Armenia that
ended years of intense fighting, the
security and sovereignty of Artsakh
continue to be threatened by regional
tension and hostile acts. The Arme-
nians of Artsakh remain resolute in

their efforts to exercise the right to
self-determination and live free from
violence and repression, and by recog-
nizing the government of Artsakh, the
international community can help put
to rest this century-old conflict; now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate, That we
urge the President and Congress of the
United States to recognize a free and
independent Republic of Artsakh; and
be it further

Resolved, That we memorialize
the United States government to
strengthen and solidify our country’s
economic and cultural relationship with
the Artsakh Republic and its citizens
and continue to promote the humani-
tarian and economic rehabilitation of
the region; and be it further

Resolved, That we support the
Republic of Artsakh’s continued ef-
forts within the international commu-
nity to reach a lasting solution to the
existing regional problems and estab-
lish peace and stability in the strategi-
cally important region of South
Caucasus; and be it further

Resolved, That copies of this
resolution be transmitted to the Presi-
dent of the United States, the President
ofthe United States Senate, the Speaker
of the United States House of Repre-
sentatives, and the members of the
Michigan congressional delegation.
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President of Artsakh Republic Bako
Sahakyan Meets with Delegation of AMAA

STEPANAKERT — On Septem-
ber 19, Artsakh Republic President
Bako Sahakyan met with the delega-
tion of the Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America led by Zaven
Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of
the Association at the Artsakh
Republic’s Permanent Representation
Headquarters in Yerevan, Armenia.

At the meeting a number of issues
related to the implementation of various
projects in Artsakh were discussed.

For the services provided to the
Republic of Artsakh and on the occa-
sion of the 100th anniversary of the
Association, President Sahakyan
handed Zaven Khanjian the Medal of
Gratitude for the Association, express-
ing hope that the cooperation between
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America and Artsakh will maintain

its positive dynamics.

AMAA Board of Directors Presi-
dent, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian stated:
“That is great news that should make
all Armenian Evangelicals proud!
Artsakh is the fruit of great sacrifice
contributed by Armenians all around
the world and we are happy that the
AMAA has shared in that sacrifice and
deserved this honor today.”

AMAA Executive Director/CEOQO,
Zaven Khanjian remarked: “The gra-
cious recognition expressed by the
heroic people of Artsakh through a
medal of gratitude presented to the
Armenian Missionary Association of
Americaonits Centennial by President
Bako Sahakyan humbles us and forges
our collective resolve to continue our
Christ centered decades long service
in the Artsakh Republic.”

AGBU to Support Technovation Armenia

Technovation Armenia is the na-
tional pitch contest of the Technovation
Challenge, an international technology
and entrepreneurship competition for girls

On September 5, AGBU Central
Board member Dr. Yervant Zorian be-
came the first Goodwill Ambassador
of AGBU Armenia’s BRIDGE4CSOs
program for Technovation Armenia.
Technovation Armenia is the national
contest of the Technovation Challenge
which attracts thousands of school-
girls from across the world to come up
with mobile app ideas that offer sus-
tainable solutions to problems in their
communities.

Aiming to link the diaspora’s tal-
ent to local civil society organizations,
BRIDGE4CSOs will support Women
and Information Society non-govern-
mental organization which, along with
National Institute of Education, initi-
ated Technovation Armenia and facili-
tated the participation of Armenian

teams in the Technovation Challenge
2017.

An avid supporter of innovative
education and engagement of women
inscience, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM), Zorian, helped
Armenian team One Step Ahead with
the Technovation Challenge World
Pitch Summit 2017. The team—com-
prised of five girls aged 15-16 from
Karbi secondary school in Aragatsotn
province— won the People’s Choice
Award. As a goodwill ambassador, he
will continue supporting the local
Technovation initiative.

“Even though the contribution of
women has always been important in
Armenia’s technology sector, achiev-
ing such global recognition in the com-
petition—a combination of state-of-the-
art technology and entrepreneurship—
achieved by high school girls from this
remote village of Karbi is extremely
inspiring. This is exactly why AGBU
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Aivazovsky Painting, Stolen in 1976,
Found at Auction in Switzerland

ZURICH -- Aivazovsky’s Sea
painting, which had been stolen from
Russia, is taken off sale of a Swiss
auction, representative of the Russian
Interior Ministry Irina Volk said on
Friday, according to TASS Agency.

"Russia’s branch of Interpol with
support from the Russian Ministry of
Culture have found the stolen painting,
which is a part of the Russian cultural
heritage," the source quotes her as
saying.

The specialists have learned that

at the Koller auction in Switzerland
Aivazovsky’s View on Revel, painted
in 1845, was exhibited. The painting’s
original name is the Sea.

"The painting was stolen from the
Dmitrov Kremlin Museum in 1976," she
continued. "As a result of cooperation
between the Interpol and the Swiss coun-
terparts, the stolen painting, which esti-
mated value is more than one million
dollars, was taken off the auction." Au-
thorized representatives are working on
returning the painting to Russia.

First Armenia-Made Electric Car
Showcased at DigiTec Expo 2017

YEREVAN (Armradio) -- The
first Armenia-made self-driving elec-
tric car was showcased at DigiTec
Expo 2017 technological exhibition that
kicked off in Yerevan today.

Gurgen Mardoyan, member of
the engineering team that has devel-
oped the concept — hopes time will
come for its serial production in Arme-
nia.

“Today we witness a revolution
in the automotive industry. This is a
period when new organizations that
offer innovative products have a
chance to proceed,” Gurgen Mardoyan
told Public Radio of Armenia.

“Tesla is a role model for us.
That means small firms in small coun-
tries are trying to develop something
new to be able to develop. We have
talked to many people and we do hope
we’ll succeed,” Mardoyan added.

Engineering City — a group of
about 20 engineers — designed the car
in cooperation with a number of well-
known foreign companies.

About 150 local and foreign com-
panies are showcase the latest tech-
nologies at DigiTec Expo 2017, in-
cluding delegations from Japan, China,
India, Sweden, Russia, USA, Canada
and other countries. Foreign compa-
nies include Dahua Technology from
China, Hitachi Construction Machin-
ery Eurasia and Mitsubishi Heavy In-
dustries from Japan, Ericsson from
Sweden, Jabra from Denmark and oth-
ers.

DigiTec Expo is the biggest tech-
nological exhibition in the region, as
wellas B2B, B2C communicative plat-
form. The 3-day Expo is held under the
slogan “Fest for Armenian techno-
society”.

fosters STEM education and teamwork
from school age,” said Zorian.

One Step Ahead entered the con-
test with a bilingual Armenian Sign
Language app and became one of the
12 finalists selected out 0f 3,000 teams.
As the finalist in the education cat-

egory, the team traveled to Silicon
Valley to attend the World Pitch Sum-
mit and Awards Ceremony held at
Google Headquarters in Mountain View
from August 7 to 11. Along with the
People’s Choice Award, the team re-
ceived $10,000 to improve the app.
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Adishian Salutes the Collective Endeavor of
the Conservancy at its Annual Banquet

FRESNO - The historic *’Old
Administration Building’’ of the Fresno
City College was the setting of the
Second Annual Banquet of California’s
Central Valley Armenian Cultural Con-
servancy on Saturday, September 23,
2017, as guests gathered to celebrate
the past year’s accomplishments while
also looking forward to its future po-
tential. Preceding dinner, guests and
community leaders enjoyed a lavish
mezze table and wine as they shared in
fellowship with a spirit of possibilities.

Archpriest Fr. Vartan Kasparian,
Badveli Ara Guekguezian, and Badveli
Greg Haroutunian graced the event
with their presence, and Der Vartan
and Badveli Ara offered the invocation
and benediction, respectively.

Michael Rettig, a graduate stu-
dent and Hye Sharzhoom editor at
California State University, Fresno,
skillfully served as Master of Cer-
emony, and acknowledged guests, ACC
committee members and the keynote
speaker. As a student of History,
while working on his Master’s Thesis,
he conveyed the first-hand experience
of curating boxes of family treasures
and emphasized “the importance of a
place of repository for such items,
especially when material is either lost
or thrown away in cases where there is
not an interested family member. While
we may not guarantee that our children
and grandchildren will be interested in
their heritage, we can ensure that there
are institutions in place such as the
ACC for those who are motivated and
curious to engage with their history.”
He invited the community to unite in
furthering the Conservancy’s purpose
and mission “To collect, preserve and
interpret the evidence of the Armenian
experience in Central California.”

Co-Chair Charles Barrett pre-
sented the ACC’s “Hye Service
Award,” a special tribute, to Linda
Hamilton for her unwavering dedica-
tion to the Conservancy as a founding
member, serving as secretary, and for
providing an office for the Conser-
vancy. Along with several notables in
the community, she has been a con-
stant advocate for the preservation of
ethnic heritage - Armenian and other
backgrounds - throughout the City of
Fresno.

Rettig’s introduction of Lena
Maranian Adishian, Founder of The
100 Years, 100 Facts Project, high-
lighted the trajectory of her on-line
initiative that evolved into the two-run

print publication of the companion book
she co-authored with Nareg Seferian -
which recently became a recipient of
the International Rubery Book Award:
“Impact of An Ancient Nation: Bridg-
ing the Past, Present, and Future with
100+ Facts About Armenia and Arme-
nians.”

Our guest speaker related an
example of Armenians contributing to
the Central Valley and its impact on
others for generations. Adishian shared
this personal story: “During a chat
with a fellow mom at my child’s pre-
school in Redondo Beach, she told me
thather ‘grandmother and several Japa-
nese families farmed in Reedley among
Armenian neighbors who even taught
them how to make dolma. When the
U.S. Government rounded up Japa-
nese-Americans during World War II,
her grandmother’s family had to leave
their home and was placed in an intern-
ment camp.” She went on to say that
‘their Armenian neighbors took care of
the farm for them until they were able
to return two years later’ and added,
‘we will always remember our Arme-
nian family friends with gratitude and
appreciation.”

Adishian stated, “Stories like this
remind us all of the deep ties, the
immense contribution, and the heart
that Armenians have given in the Cen-
tral Valley. It is so important to pre-
serve these types of stories for our
future generations, and for there to be
a place designated for these stories to
live, to be shared, and to be learned.”
She commended those present for their
support of the Armenian Cultural Con-
servancy which represents a collec-
tive endeavor toward an enduring in-
stitution of learning. “The Armenian
footprintin the Central Valley has made
a deep and positive impact since the
1890s. While the Armenian legacy lives
on in us as individuals, it also lives on
in our institutions to preserve our cul-
tural heritage. I know the Conser-
vancy will showcase that legacy for
posterity.”

Both Rettig and Maranian-
Adishian, the grandchildren of geno-
cide survivors, agree that the Conser-
vancy will be a valuable receptacle
from which young Armenians, as well
as community members at large, can
learn more about their identity and
also explore the richness that an an-
cient heritage has to offer in today’s
modern world.

The second annual banquet of
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Seta Kabranian-Melkonian to Present
New Book Dedicated to Two Martyrs

GLENDALE - Author Seta
Kabranian-Melkonian will be in town
to present her new book in Armenian
dedicated to martyrs Garlen Ananian
and Aram Vartanian titled, Nvirialnere
(The Consecrated Ones) on Friday,
October 13, 2017 at 7:30pm at Abril
Bookstore — 415 E. Broadway, Glen-
dale, CA. Speakers include Markar
Melkonian. Admission is free with re-
ception to follow. Priority Reserved
seating available at http://
www.itsmyseat.com/AbrilBooks

Garlen Ananian was only twenty
years old when he was martyred, and
his comrade Aram Vartanian was barely
twenty-one. Garlen was born and raised
in Urmia, Iran, and Aram was born in
Amman Jordan. These two young men
came from very different backgrounds,
but they shared the highest ideals and
hopes of the brightest young men and
women of their generation of diasporan
Armenians. Their life stories, though
short, are inspiring. Seta Kabranian-
Melkonian describes the long roads of
their short lives.

Seta Kabranian-Melkonian re-
ceived her doctorate in Armenian lit-
erature from Yerevan State University
in 1996. She has authored many ar-
ticles about the Republic of Armenia
and the diaspora, and she is co-author,
with Markar Melkonian, of the biogra-
phy Avo: The Life and Death of Monte
Melkonian (Yerevan 2007).

Why did you kill? The answer to

GARPLGUL VE L
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the question is in the book. But it’s no
longer a question. It’s anguish that
unsettles the reader while turning the
pages of this tragic narrative nonfic-
tion told in fragmented memoirs. —
Vahan [shkhanian

Parallel to the tragic events shines
the idealism of a generation we were
part of. With excerpts from personal
letters the author accentuates the con-
trast between circumstances. A narra-
tive full of characters reflecting both
humanism and misanthropy, that gen-
erates as much abhorrence as it em-
phasizes the presence of hope. —Hourig
Attarian

Presented by Abril Bookstore.

the Armenian Cultural Conservancy
was co-sponsored by the Foreign Lan-
guage Department of FCC and Heri-
tage Fresno.

The Educational Employees
Credit Union and the Daughters of
Vartan - Fresno Alidz Chapter were
major Corporate Sponsors; and Ban-
quet Sponsors included: Midge &
Charles Barrett, Mary & Alain
Ekmalian, Edward V. Hagopian & Raffi
Dorian, Margaret & Paul Hokokian,
Edward M. Kashian, Sue & Mike
Kilijian, Lee & Don Leone (In Memory
of Brother Vartan Torosian), Arpini
Mirigian, Walter Vosganian and the
National Raisin Company.

ACC’s ad hoc committee mem-
bers are: Chuck and Midge Barrett, co-
chairs; Linda Hamilton , treasurer;
Gary Becker, secretary; Mike Kilijian,

banquet chair; Dn. Allan Y. Jendian,
program and public relations; Mary
Ekmalian, newsletter editor and invita-
tions; Margaret Hokokian, member-
ship and decorations; Helen
Moordigian, decorations, Herb Arden,
mailing; and Larry Johnson and Dn.
Van Der Mugrdechian, website.

The reception committee and
mezze contributors were Midge Barrett,
Mary Ekmalian, Margaret Hokokian,
Rosemary Jendian, Mike Kilijian, Helen
Moordigian, Barbara Mortanian and
Patty Torosian.

Fresno’s Armenian Cultural Con-
servancy, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, com-
munity benefit organization, welcomes
your membership. For further infor-
mation call (559)226-1984 or visit our
website: http://
armenianculturalconservancy.org/.

EU and Armenia to Sign Groundbreaking’ Deal

Continued frompage 1

deal is due to be signed at the EU’s
November 24 summit in Brussels that
will focus on its Eastern Partnership
program of privileged partnership with
six former Soviet republics.

“Armenia has close links with the
EU and intends to expand comprehen-
sive cooperation in all areas of mutual
interest,” Nalbandian said. “The EU
provides valuable assistance to reforms
taking place in our country.”

The EU Delegation in Armenia
said over the weekend that Hahn will
visit Yerevan to “prepare for” the Brus-
sels summit. The commissioner was
scheduled to meet with President Serzh
Sarkisian and Prime Minister Karen

Karapetian later on Monday.

The CEPA, which was finalized
in March, reportedly contains the main
political provisions of amore far-reach-
ing Association Agreement which Brus-
sels and Yerevan nearly concluded in
2013. Sarkisian prevented the signing
of that agreement with his unexpected
decision to seek Armenia’s accession
to the Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union. The move was widely attrib-
uted to Russian pressure exerted on
the Armenian government.

Speaking in August, the Arme-
nian president dismissed suggestions
that the planned alternative deal with
the EU may also collapse at the last
minute. “We have no reason to not sign
that document,” he said of the CEPA.
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H.M.M. SOCCER TEAMS NEXT GAME SCHEDULE

HOMENMEN SAHARA TEAM
- Sunday 10/8/17 12:50 pm Homenmen Sahara VS School Boys Utd
Mar Vista Recreational Center 11430 Woodbine Avenue, Los Angeles

HOMENMEN ANGEL TEAM
- Sunday 10/8/17 1:45pm Homenmen Angel VS Glendale Heat
Rio De LA 1900 N. San Fernando Road Los Angeles 90065




