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Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services
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We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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President Sarkisian Pledges to “Modernize”
Armenia’s Army Through a Seven-Year Plan

YEREVAN -- President Serzh
Sarkisian on Tuesday pledged to “mod-
ernize” Armenia’s army through a
seven-year plan of actions which he
said will be launched less than three
months before he completes his final
presidential term in April.

“A drastic modernization of the
Armed Forces of the Republic of Ar-
menia is imperative now,” Sarkisian
told senior military officials in Yerevan.
“That is dictated by both current and
future challenges.”

“Today I am setting the task of
drawing up a new seven-year program
of modernizing the army for 2018-
2015. We must turn that program into
reality jointly: me, as the commander-
in-chief, the defense minister, the army
top brass, our soldiers, and the entire
society,” he said in a speech delivered
atan Armenian Defense Ministry think-
tank.

“After discussions and amend-
ments, we will approve the program
on January 28, 2018, namely on the
[26th] birthday anniversary of our
army,” he added, describing the
planned document as “one of the most
important, if not the most important,

tasks of our state at this stage.”
The president addressed top mili-
tary officials the day after delivering a
speech ata meeting with the leadership
of the Armenian police. He met with
high-ranking officials from another
law-enforcement body, the Investiga-
tive Committee, on October 9.
Sarkisian said on Tuesday that
the new defense plan will call, among
other things, for sizable annual in-
creases in defense spending. “You are
well aware that the quantity and quality
of our weapons has drastically im-
proved in the last several years,” he
said. “These efforts will be continu-
ous. Every year we will have new and
substantial achievements in this area.”
The draft state budget for next
year unveiled by Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian’s cabinet late last month
would increase Armenia’s defense
spending by about 18 percent to 247
billion drams ($515 million).
Sarkisian said that the defense
plan will also detail measures to sup-
port Armenia’s defense industry and
improve the social welfare of military
personnel and medical services pro-
vided to them.

Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown to

Feature Armenia and Artsakh
Azerbaijan to Blacklist the Celebrity Chef

ARTSAKH - On October 18,
CNN’s “Anthony Bourdain: Parts Un-
known” taped a 45 minute segment on
food and culture in Armenia and
Artsakh. The season 11 episode is
slated to air in the Spring of 2018.

Bourdain is introduced to
dishes in the Shushi region of
Artsakh including, jingalov bread,
shila stew, Armenian kabobs, home-
made yogurt and mulberry and cor-
nelian cherry oghi.

Civilnet and ANI reporter Tatul
Hakobyan is featured in the episode,
discussing interrelations between Ar-

menia and Turkey and the current
situation in Artsakh.

Parts Unknown, a five time Emmy
Award winning show has been on the
air since 2013, and follows Anthony
Bourdain, world-renowned chef and
best-selling author, as he travels the
globe to uncover the little-known, off-
the-road, and sometimes seemingly-
familiar areas of the world in a celebra-
tion of their diverse foods and culture.
Indoing so, the program highlights the
food, history and culture of various

Continued on page4

Karabakh Warns Baku After Azeri Shelling

STEPANAKERT — Nagorno-
Karabakh’s military threatened “pain-
ful” retaliation on Monday as it ac-
cused Azerbaijani forces of shelling its
frontline positions for the first time in
two months.

The Defense Army claimed that
they fired five mortar shells and one
anti-tank rocket in northeastern
Karabakh on Sunday. It released video
footage purportedly showing two such
shells exploding in a field and the Is-
raeli-made Spike rocket flying over a
Karabakh military facility and hitting
the ground.

In a statement, the Karabakh army
warned that it will retaliate in a “dis-
proportionate and quite painful” fash-
ion if the Azerbaijani side continues
such “deliberate provocations.”

Another statement issued by it
later in the day said Azerbaijani forces
fired another Spike rocket at a differ-
ent section of “the line of contact”
around Karabakh on Monday after-
noon. [t said Karabakh Armenian troops
again did not shoot back “in order not
to deepen tension” on the frontlines.

The truce violations were re-
ported one week after a meeting of
Armenia’s and Azerbaijan’s presidents
held in Geneva. In a joint statement
issued there, their foreign ministers
and international mediators said Serzh
Sarkisian and [Tham Aliyev “agreed to
take measures to intensify the negotia-
tion process and to take additional
steps to reduce tensions on the Line of
Contact.”

Just three days after the Geneva
summit, an Armenian soldier was killed
in Karabakh by Azerbaijani sniper fire.
Armenia’s ruling party responded by
accusing Baku of “trying to walk away”
from the understandings reached in
Geneva. Still, Foreign Minister Ed-
ward Nalbandian made clear on Friday
that Yerevan will not avoid further
talks with Baku.

The joint statement released in
Genevan said the U.S., Russian and
French mediators co-chairing the
OSCE Minsk Group will soon hold
follow-up “working sessions” with
Nalbandian and Azerbaijani Foreign
Minister Elmar Mammadyarov.

Russian PM Medvedev Praises Growing
Bilateral Trade Relations with Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Rus-
sia will refrain from raising the price
of its natural gas supplied to Arme-
nia next year, Russian Prime Minis-
ter Dmitry Medvedev said during an
official visit to Yerevan on Tuesday.

Speaking after talks with his
Armenian counterpart Karen
Karapetian, Medvedev also praised
the current state of Russian-Arme-
nian relations and growing bilateral
trade in particular. “We made sure
that our ties are developing in all
directions,” he told a joint news con-
ference.

“Russia remains the leading
trading partner of Armenia,”
Medvedev said. “Bilateral commer-
cial exchange has been growing —
both in 2016 and 2017 — and grow-
ing at a good pace.”

In that regard, he pointed to
increased exports to Russia of Ar-
menian agricultural products and pre-
pared foodstuffs which he said are

of “excellent quality.” Citing a con-
tinuing Russian ban food imports
from Western nations, he spoke of
“good potential” for a further rise in
those exports.

Medvedev went on to announce
that the “special price” of Russian
gas for Armenia will not rise next
year “even though we had agreed on
somewhat different parameters” be-
fore. “I think that this will help to
improve the overall economic and
investment situation in Armenia,” he
stressed.

Alexei Miller, the chairman of
Russia’s Gazprom giant who ac-
companied Medvedev on the trip,
confirmed that Armenia will thus
continue to pay $150 per thousand
cubic meters of Russian gas. This
wholesale price was setin April 2016.

Armenia’s Gazprom-owned gas
distributions network cut its retail

Continued on page4
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Prime Minister Karen Karapetian and
US Ambassador Richard Mills Discuss
Combating Endemic Corruption in Armenia
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YEREVAN --The U.S. ambassa-
dor in Yerevan, Richard Mills, met
with Prime Minister Karen Karapetian
on Friday for further discussions on
the Armenian government’s stated ef-
forts to combat endemic corruption in
Armenia.

Karapetian was reported to brief
Mills on the government’s “consistent
policy” of reducing “corruption risks”
through the enactment of relevant leg-
islation and the “active work™ of its
Anti-Corruption Council. A govern-
ment statement also cited him as call-
ing for U.S. assistance to the council
and his broader reform agenda.

According to the statement, Mills
praised the Armenia government’s ef-
forts to strengthen the rule of law and
improve the business environment,
saying that they have already increased
U.S. investors’ interests in Armenia.
“He said that over the past 8-10 months
he has received positive signals from
American companies operating in Ar-
menia especially with regard to ongo-
ing reforms in the customs sector,”
added the statement.

Mills urged the authorities in
Yerevan to tackle corruption in earnest
in a speech delivered in February. He
said they should send a “clear message
from on high that corruption will not
be tolerated and thatno one ... is above
the law.” In that regard, the envoy
suggested that the government set up
a “fully independent anti-corruption
body that can both investigate and
prosecute cases.”

The authorities decided instead
to form a different anti-graft body that
will start functioning early next year.
The Commission on Preventing Cor-
ruption is to scrutinize income and
asset declarations to be submitted by
over 2,000 senior state officials and
investigate possible conflicts of inter-
est among them. Under a government
bill passed by the Armenian parliament
in June, it will be empowered to ask
law-enforcement bodies to prosecute
officials suspected of graft.

The separate Anti-Corruption
Council was previously overseen by
Karapetian’s predecessor, Hovik
Abrahamian. It approved in 2015 a
three-year plan of actions against vari-
ous corrupt practices.

Despite skepticism voiced by
many Armenian civil society mem-
bers, the U.S. Agency for Interna-
tional Development (USAID) pledged
in February 2016 to support the
program’s implementation with a
$750,000 grant. Mills said in February
that the USAID has since allocated less
than 2.5 percent of that money be-
cause of a lack of “concrete progress”
in the work of that body.

The USAID’s current country
director for Armenia, Deborah Grieser,
was also present at Mills’ latest meet-
ing with Karapetian.

Armenia ranked, together with
Bolivia and Vietnam, 113th out of 176
countries evaluated in Transparency
International’s most recent Corruption
Perceptions Index released in January.

Armenia Enjoys Some Recognizable
Advantages Over Azerbaijan: EurasiaNet

Armenia does genuinely enjoy
some recognizable advantages over
Azerbaijan, such as its favorable geo-
graphic position in and around the
territory of Nagorno Karabakh,
Eurasianet.org analytical platform said
in an article published on October 18.

“Armenian troops not only con-
trol the de facto republic itself, but
broad swaths of its territories, offer-
ing significant strategic depth protect-
ing Karabakh as well as Armeniaitself.

Although both sides have estab-
lished expansive defensive fortifica-
tions along their Line of Contact,
Azerbaijani military objectives depend
on the ability to go on the offensive. In
the event of a large-scale conflagra-
tion, a preservation of the status quo
would likely count as a victory in
Yerevan, whereas Baku could only be
satisfied with significant territorial
gains.

This was evident in April 2016’s
“Four Day War,” in which Azerbaijani
forces successfully wrested territory
from Armenian troops for the first
time since the 1990s. Despite Baku’s
widely perceived advantages in num-
bers, hardware, and the element of
surprise, itis unlikely Azerbaijani forces
could count on such advantages in-
definitely in an extended shooting war,”
EurasiaNet says.

According to the source, in its
defensive posture, Armenia does not
need to possess the same level of
offensive capabilities being stockpiled
by Azerbaijan, which has spent many
millions of dollars on developing a full-
spectrum, combined arms military ca-
pability.

“Still, Yerevan has significant
capabilities of its own at its disposal,
including an advanced S-300 air de-
fense system (which Azerbaijan also
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Mexican Parliamentarians Visit
Armenian Genocide Memorial
"It Was an Honor to Visit This Great Country"

YEREVAN — On October 22
members of the Parliament of Mexico
Blanca Margarita Cuata Dominguez,
Maria Cristina Teresa Garcia Bravo,
Carlos Hernandez Mirdén visited
Tsitsernakaberd Armenian Genocide
Memorial in Yerevan, press service of
the Armenian Parliament reports

They were accompanied by Vice
Speaker of the Armenian Parliament
Eduard Sharmazanovand MP Margarit
Yesayan.

The Mexican parliamentarians laid
flowers at the Eternal Flame and paid
tribute to the memory of the Genocide
victims with a moment of silence.

The guests also visited the Ar-
menian Genocide Museum-Insti-
tute, got acquainted with the docu-

www.parliament.am

ments proving the Armenian Geno-
cide, observed the exhibits and left
anote in the Memory Book of Hon-
orable Guests.

Head of Mexico-Armenia Friend-
ship Group Blanca Margarita Cuata
Dominguez noted: “It was an honor
for me to visit this great country,
know a heroic nation that enjoys great
respect in the world. I already love
Armenia.”

Maria Cristina Teresa Garcia
Bravo noted: “We express our sympa-
thy and solidarity to the Armenian
people.”

“The hatred is the road to fail-
ure,” Carlos Hernandez Miré6n has said
and added that the mankind supports
and pays tribute to the Armenian people.

Armenian Rocket and Artillery Troops
Celebrate 25th Anniversary of Establishment

YEREVAN (Panorama.am) --
The 25th anniversary of establishment
of the rocket and artillery troops of the
Armenian Armed Forces was marked
on Saturday, October 21st, at one of
artillery training grounds.

As the press department at the
Ministry of Defense reported, on the
occasion of the anniversary number
of artillerymen were awarded med-
als, diplomas and valuable gifts by
the decrees of the Defense Minister
and the Chief of RA Armed Forces
General Staff.

Congratulating on the anniversary
of the artillery troops, Defense Minister
Vigen Sarksian praised the significant
role of the artillery in ensuring combat
readiness of the army, the artillerymen’s
contribution to the April military actions
and the decentretaliation measures taken
against the enemy.

According to the source, the
participants next got familiarized with
the products of the artillery weaponry
manufactured by local companies and
followed tactical exercised displayed
by the personnel.

fields), as well as the short-range
Iskander-M missile system (which
Azerbaijan notably does not)—the lat-
ter likely being much more useful for
deterrence than in the event of open
war,” the article says.

Reflecting on the recent Arme-
nian-Azeri summit in Geneva, the au-
thor of the article noted the urgency of
renewed conflict between Armenia and
Azerbaijan may have found amoment’s
reprieve following that meeting.
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Inauguration of the Canadian Armenian
Community Barev Centre

By Betty Panossian

Transforming visions into a tre-
mendous reality requires an unshakable
faith, effort and devotion. When the
primary goal of a vision is to serve and
contribute towards the strengthening
of the relations between Homeland and
Diaspora, that vision becomes a mis-
sion. This mission of providing cul-
tural, educational, social and humani-
tarian services to the community has
been the vision of the Founder and
President of the Center, Rev. Archpriest
Fr. Zareh Zargarian, Vicar of the Arme-
nian Church Diocese of Canada, with
the participation of group of young
members. On Sunday, October 15,
2017, the community members were
joined on the inauguration of the Cana-
dian Armenian Community Services
Centre, a not-for-profit, known as
“Barev” Centre, which took place at the
Holy Trinity Armenian Apostolic
Church, under the auspices of His Grace
Bishop Abgar Hovakimyan, Primate of
the Armenian Church Diocese of
Canada.

The honorable guests in at-
tendance were H.E. Mr. Levon
Martirosyan, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of Armenia to Canada,
Hon. John McKay, MP, Hon. Mitzie
Hunter, Minister of Education in
Ontario, His Worship John Tory,
Mayor of Toronto, Mr. Berdj Rich-
ard Sevazlian, Honorary Consul of
the Republic of Armenia in Ontario,
Mr. Sasun Hovhannisyan, Third Sec-
retary, Consular Affairs, Mr. Khoren
Mardoyan, Representative of the
Development Foundation of Armenia
in Canada, Mr. Aris Babikian,
Scarborough-Agincourt PC Candi-
date, Mrs. Apet Alpay, Chair of
Diocesan Council, Mr. Ohan
Ohanessian, Chair of Holy Trinity
Armenian Church Parish Council
and various representatives of Ar-
menian churches, political, benevo-
lent, educational and cultural orga-
nizations of Toronto.

The Divine Liturgy was cel-
ebrated by Rev. Archpriest Fr. Zareh
Zargarian. The Board of Directors of
Barev Centre along with the volun-
teers were invited to the Holy Altar
and were blessed by His Grace Bishop
Hovakimyan and Fr. Zargarian. The
Sermon of the day was delivered by
Bishop Hovakimyan.

Next, Ambassador, Mr. Levon
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Martirosyan, read the decree of the
President of the Republic of Arme-
nia, Mr. Serzh Sargsyan, and awarded
Deacon Berc Luleciyan with the
Medal of Gratitude for his services
to Armenia, Artsakh and the Arme-
nian Army.

Following the reception, the rib-
bon cutting ceremony to celebrate
the opening of Barev Center’s office
took place by the sponsor, Miss Eliza-
beth Diradour, in memory of her
brother and parents, Gregory K.
Diradour, Suren and Azniv Diradour.
Fr. Zargarian explained to the guests
the specifics of Barev Centre’s logo
which consists of a pomegranate in
the centre of which the Armenian
letter “B” for “Barev” is placed.
“Barev”’ means “Hello” in Armenian.
He further expressed his gratitude to
the members of Barev and volunteers
who helped with their unwavering
support.

The guests were then directed
to the “Magaros Artinian” hall, where
over 300 attendees greeted them with
standing ovation, followed by the
anthems of Canada and Armenia. The
students of grades 6 to 8 of St. Sahag
and St. Mesrob Armenian Saturday
School, under the direction of Mrs.
Nata Navasardyan, kicked off the
festivities with their performances
of beautiful, inspirational and patri-
otic Armenian songs.

The Barev Centre’s Chairper-
son, Mr. Levon Kaltakdjian and Sec-
retary, Sara Shahmuradyan wel-
comed the attendees and expressed
heartfelt appreciation to all those who
contributed to the success of the
event, in particular, to sponsor, Miss
Elisabeth Diradour. The introduction
of the Barev Board of Directors was
then followed with the screening of
Barev’s first animated video which
was created by youth members and
in turn delighted the attendees. The
program continued with “Sassoun”
Dance Ensemble showcasing “The
Dance of Kintos” and receiving a
warm applause from the attendees.

Fr. Zareh Zargarian was then
invited to deliver his message, during
which he emphasized that “for cen-
turies, the Armenian Church has been
preserving and promoting not only
our Christian faith but also the Arme-
nian language, literature, culture, na-
tional identity and values. As aresult,
today, under the auspices of the Holy
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church,
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Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan's Photo-Album on
Western Armenia and Cilicia Released

GLENDALE --
An unprecedented
publication, 'Voices in
Silence ... My Body
Cried. My Soul Cried.
My Heart Cried" by Dr.
Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan, was re-
cently released by
Mashdots College
Press. Itincludes more
than one thousand pho-
tos covering eighty
cities and villages in
Western Armenia,
Cilicia and
Cappadocia, with fas-
cinating descriptions
of each.The 350-page i
all color photo-album §
chronicles the elegy of [
a grateful son, who has [*~
come to the tombstone [+
of his forefathers to
shed tears that have '
welled-up in his heart
for so long. It is the
bitter-sweet reminiscences of a de-
voted son who has come to pay tribute
to his people, who preferred torture
and death over slavery and injustice
cognizant that the seeds of their sacred
faith shall bud and blossom and over
death Armenia shall rise in glorious
victory.

His Holiness, Aram I, Catholicos
of the Great House of Cilicia, in his
Letter of Blessings published in the
book, congratulates Dr. Der-Yeghiayan
and states,, "Your pilgrimages to West-
ern Armenia and Cilicia, your writings
and lectures, exposing your insights
pertaining to the Armenian Genocide
and affirming the legitimate rights of
the Armenian people, are indeed elo-
quent testimonies of your strong com-
mitment to justice and human rights".

The Preface is written by Rev.
Dr. Paul Haidostian, President of
Haigazian University in Beirut, Leba-
non. He elucidates that the preface is a
tribute to "a sensitive soul, a child-like
heart, a well-informed mind, a vibrant
educator, a disciple of the Good News,
and a leading communicator." He de-
scribes Dr. Der-Yeghiayan as an artist
of Armenian memory. "Dr. Der-
Yeghiayan visits tragedy for the pur-
pose of peace. In it, the Armenian
lands and Armenian history are told in
the warmth of colorful experience and
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the peace Christ entrusted His dis-
ciples with. The author, in much of
what he does, does not hide his per-
sonal emotions, does not place history
in the past, nor does he exclude the
experiences of the others. He is behind
the camera, in front of the monument,
and in the heart of the story. It is how
a biography of one serves as the voice
and profile of many", concludes Rev.
Dr. Haidostian.

In his introduction, the author
states that the first Genocide of the
20th century is an undeniable histori-
cal fact, and as such, it is incumbent
upon the civilized world to demand
justice and to uphold the cherished
values in pursuit of a common purpose
and a shared destiny with the Arme-
nian people.

"Voices in Silence" is Dr. Der-
Yeghiayan/s 15th book and unques-
tionably his crowning achievement as
a distinguished scholar and prolific
author. It has been highly-acclaimed
by historians and educators as a "thor-
ough account of his pilgrimages to our
fatherland".and "an excellent, infor-
mative and heartfelt account of a cou-
rageous and visionary leader to the
historic homeland of his family".

To place your order, please con-
tact Yerevan Printing at (626) 246-
2070.

Barev Centre is a natural expression
of our Church’s national mission.”

In his speech, Bishop Abkar
Hovakimyan, remarked that Barev
Center’s aim is to strengthen the
relation of Canadian Armenians with
their roots while with the help of
community members the center will
become a remarkable fragment of
the multicultural mosaic of Canada.

In his remarks, the Ambas-
sador of Armenia, Mr. Levon
Martirosyan expressed his delight
on Barev Centre’s initiative and
underlined his belief in the mission,
noting that the Center will be suc-
cessful in the implementation of its
programs.

The Mayor of Toronto, His Wor-

ship John Tory, the Education Min-
ister of Ontario, Hon. Mitzie Hunter,
Honourable Member of Parliament,
John McKay, each in their turn
praised the Holy Trinity Armenian
Apostolic Church for providing edu-
cational, cultural, social and espe-
cially humanitarian services to the
community. The honored guests ex-
pressed their joy on Barev Centre’s
launch, indicating that the above-
mentioned work is the continuation
and enlargement of the process that
leads to the success of Canada as a
country.

The event came to its end with
an auction and distribution of gift
items, after which the volunteers were
invited to the stage for recognition.
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"Peace in the Palms'': Daniel Varoujan
Hejinian Awarded with Nansen Gold Medal

By Heghine
Gevorgyan

YEREVAN--On
October 10th 2017
was the birthday of
Fridtjof Nansen, a Nor-
wegian humanitarian,
Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, great friend of
the Armenian people,
and the first Honorary
Doctor of Yerevan |ff
State University. An
event dedicated to
Nansen's 156th birth-
day took place in the
Nansen auditorium at
Yerevan State
University's Faculty of
History. The day be-
came remarkable with
the unveiling of the
portrait of Nansen
"Peace in the Palms"
by a well-known American-Armenian
painter Daniel Varoujan Hejinian.

Asachild ofemigrants, Varoujan
has seen and felt the whole tragedy of
genocide in the eyes of his parents, and
from his young age his dream was to
use his art for the highest purpose.

In 2003, Varoujan Hejinian
founded Peace of Art Inc., a nonprofit
educational organization in Boston,
aimed to use art as an educational tool
to bring awareness to the universal
human condition through art and pro-
mote peaceful solutions to conflict,
taking as basis the international recog-
nition of the Armenian Genocide. The
organization is not associated with
political orreligious organizations, and
it focuses on the global human condi-
tion.

Varoujan has been awarded nu-
merous medals and diplomas for his
humanitarian activity, on October 27,
2017, he was awarded by the Fridtjof
Nansen Foundation of Armenia with
Nansen Gold Medal for his efforts on
establishing humanitarian principles
and for his valuable contribution to the
recognition of the Armenian Geno-
cide.

In his speech Varoujan said: " I
am honored to be in this auditorium on

the occasion of the great humanitarian
Nansen’s birthday, to pay my tribute
to his remarkabe humanitarian activi-
ties, that have been guided me since
childhood.

I painted the portrait "Peace in
the Palms" back in 2014 , t he painting
is divided into 3 parts and represents
the activity of the great humanitarian
Nansen.

The first part represents his sci-
entific research voyage to the North
Pole and Norwegian flag. The central
part pictures the church of Akhtamar,
symbolizing Western Armenia, the
genocide that took place in the Otto-
man Empire territories between the
Black and the Mediterranean Sea, as a
result of which 350,000 Armenian refu-
gees received a Nansen passport. In
the third part of the pinting, Nansen is
anxious by the fate of the migrants and
securing their security in his peace-
loving palms.

The above-mentioned unique
painting, which the author named
"Peace in the Palms", donated to the
Fridtjof Nansen Foundation of Arme-
nia and the duplicate of the painting
found its worthy destination at
Nansen’s auditorium in Yerevan State
University.

Russian PM Medvedev Praises

Continued from page 1

tariffs in November 2016, more than
two months after Karapetian was
appointed as prime minister.
Karapetian managed the network
from 2001-2010 and held senior ex-
ecutive positions in Gazprom sub-
sidiaries in Russia from 2011-2016.
Gazprom accounts for over 80
percent of Armenia’s annual gas im-
ports. The South Caucasus country
also buys gas from neighboring Iran.
Energy Minister Ashot Manukian in-
sisted last week that Russian gas
costs it less than Iranian gas.
Incidentally, Medvedev and
Karapetian discussed the possibil-
ity of Russian companies invest-
ing in a free economic zone which
is due to be set up on Armenia’s
border with Iran later this year.

“We believe that the free eco-
nomic zone is a good platform for
Russian capital and Russian busi-
ness with interests in Iran,” said the
Armenian premier. Russian-Arme-
nian “intensive” discussions on the
matter will be completed soon, he
added without elaborating.

“There are practically no
spheres where we do not cooper-
ate,” Medvedev told President Serzh
Sarkisian when they met later in the
day. He again singled out a 30 per-
cent rise in Russian-Armenian trade
registered by Moscow this year.

Medvedev and Karapetian will
attend on Wednesday aregular meet-
ing in Yerevan with fellow prime
ministers from the three other ex-
Soviet states that are part of the
Russian-led Eurasian Economic
Union.
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SAS to Hold Annual Meeting and Conference
on Western Armenian
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CALOUSTE GULBENKIAN
FOUNDATION
ARMENIAN COMMUNITIES

The Society for Armenian Studies and
The Armenian Communities Department
of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation

WASHINGTON, DC -- An inter-
national conference, “Transmitting
Western Armenian to the Next Gen-
eration” will take place from noon-
3:00PM on Saturday, November 18,
2017. The conference, co-sponsored
by the Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS) and the Armenian Communities
Department of the Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, will be held in the Virginia B (L)
room of the Marriott Wardman Park
Hotel, in Washington, D.C.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies will also hold its 44th Annual Meet-
ing at 3:00PM on Saturday, November
18, immediately following the confer-
ence in the same venue. All members
are welcome to attend the Annual Meet-
ing, which is being held in conjunction
with the Middle East Studies Associa-
tion (MESA) Annual Meeting.

The Conference will consist of
two sessions and is open to the public.
The first session which starts at noon,
is entitled “Teaching Armenian in a
Diasporan Context,” and will have three
presentations. Ani Garmiryan (Senior
program officer f or the promotion of
Western Armenian language and edu-
cation , Calouste Gulbenkian Founda-
tion) will speak on “ It Takes a Village
to Raise a... Language.” She will be
followed by Sylvia Kasparian (Université
de Moncton), “For a Multilingual Ap-
proach in Teaching Modern Western
Armenian in the Diaspora” and Jesse
Arlen (UCLA), "/} ?L[1 17, Fl.uiuul[lil[i[nl_
—An Innovative Method for Teaching
Western Armenian in the Diaspora.”

The second session is entitled
“Creative Literacy and Heritage Lan-
guage: The Case of Western Armenian”
and also features three presentations:
Hagop Gulludjian (UCLA), “Promoting
‘Creative Literacy’”; Shushan
Karapetian (UCLA), “ Eastern Arme-
nian Speakers as Potential Western Ar-
menian Learners: Reflections on Sec-
ond Dialect Acquisition ”’; and Elizabeth
Mekhitarian (UCLA), “To Create and
Belong: A Case Study of Creative Writ-
ing in Heritage Language Instruction.”

In addition to the Conference,
the Society of Armenian Studies is
sponsoring two panels as part of
MESA. The first panel, organized by
Owen Miller and Umit Kurt, and en-

titled “The Great Fear of 1895: Arme-
nian Reform, Rumor and Violence
Across the Ottoman Empire,” will take
place from 8:00AM-10:00AM on Sun-
day, November 19. Four papers will be
given: Owen Miller (Emerson College),
“George Perkins Knapp of Bitlis and
Massacres of 1895”; Emre Can
Daglioglu (Clark University), “Reform
and Violence in the Hamidian Era: 1895
Anti-Armenian Riots in Trabzon”; Umit
Kurt (Harvard University), “Theaters
of Violence in the Ottoman Periphery:
Tracing the Local Roots of Hamidian
Massacres in Aintab”; and Ugur Pege
(Bard College), “The Year of Rumor:
Crete in the Shadow of the Armenian
Massacres of 1895.” The discussant
for the panel will be Edhem Eldem
(Bogazigi University).

The second panel, entitled “Hu-
manitarianism in the Ottoman Empire
During World War I” is organized by
Stacy Fahrenthold and will take place
from 1:00PM-3:00PM on Tuesday,
November 21. It is chaired by Barlow
Der Mugrdechian (California State Uni-
versity, Fresno), and includes papers
by Melanie S. Tanielian (University of
Michigan), “Nourishing Bodies and
Souls: The Maronite Church’s Relief
Effort in Mount Lebanon during the
Great War”; Stacy Fahrenthold (Cali-
fornia State University, Stanislaus),
“American Reliefand Emigré Politics in
the Syrian Mahjar”; Asya Darbinyan
(Clark University), “Can Refugees
Speak? Humanitarian Crisis at the Otto-
man-Russianborder (1914-1917)”; and
Khatchig Mouradian (Columbia Uni-
versity), “Not like a Lamb to the Slaugh-
ter: Humanitarian Resistance during the
Armenian Genocide.”

Scholars will deliver a dozen other
Armenian-themed papers during the
course of the MESA conference, No-
vember 18-21. For a full program of
their sessions, please visit their website
athttp://www.mesana.org/pdf/17-pre-
liminary-program-10-12-17.pdf

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies represents scholars and teachers in
the field of Armenian Studies. It pub-
lishes the peer-reviewed Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies, avail-
able on its website:
societyforarmenianstudies.com.

Anthony Bourdain: Parts Unknown

Continued frompage 1

countries throughout the world. In the
past, Bourdain has traveled to nearby
nations such as Iran, Turkey, Russia
and Georgia.

On Thursday Azerbaijani foreign

ministry spokesman Hikmat Hajiyev
said that Baku will officially blacklist
Anthony Bourdain for his visit to
Artsakh. He will join a plethora of other
celebrities, diplomats and ordinary citi-
zens who have visited Nagorno
Karabakh Republic.
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ARMENIA FUND'SPAULIINTERNATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY

TELETHON 2017

NOVEMBER 23

FRUITFUL
ARTSAKH

\;wcns‘ 10AM-10PM PST

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA | SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA | SAN FRANCISCO & BAY AREA | LAS VEGAS

KGMC OTA Ch. 43.6 Armenian Channels KTSF OTA Ch. 26.1 ArMount TV
and Ch. 13.1 & DirecTV Ch. 26
Comcast Xfinity Ch. 375 KVMD Network Dish Network Ch. 26
Northland Ch. 2

Comcast Ch. 8
AT&T U-verse Ch. 8

and Ch. 9
Noor TV Ch. 31.7

12 HOUR LIVE WEBCAST AT WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG

/4

[ §| & (@) You D) ArmeniaFuNd III

Facebook.com/ArmeniaFund Twitter.com/ArmeniaFund instagram.com/ArmeniaFund YouTube.com/ArmeniaFundUS

VISIT & DONATE: www.ArmeniaFund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897




