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Armenian Military Inaugurates
U.S.-Funded Facility

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Senior
Armenian and U.S. military officials
inaugurated on Tuesday the newly
renovated training center of an Ar-
menian army brigade that contrib-
utes troops to NATO-led missions in
Afghanistan and Kosovo.

The main three-story building
of the Zar Military Training Facility
has been refurbished and equipped

as part of the first stage of the
renovation mostly financed by the
United States.

Speaking at a ribbon-cutting
ceremony held there, Defense Min-
ister Vigen Sargsian and Brigadier
General Dawne Deskins of the U.S.
military’s European Command hailed

Continued onpage3

Charles Aznavour Honored with
Raoul Wallenberg Award in Israel

TEL AVIV — French Armenian
singing legend Charles Aznavour was
honored in Israel on Thursday for his
family’s efforts to protect Jews and
others persecuted by the Nazis during
World War II.

The 93-year-old known as
France’s Frank Sinatra still performs
and is due to give a concert in Tel Aviv
on Saturday.

He received the honor from Israeli
President Reuven Rivlin, who spoke of
his love of Aznavour’s music, saying
“La Boheme” was his favorite song.

Rivlin presented him with The
Raoul Wallenberg Award, named for the
Swedish diplomat who helped thousands
of Jews flee Nazi-controlled Hungary
during World War II.

Aznavour’s family “hid a number
of people who were persecuted by the
Nazis, while Charles and his sister Aida
were involved in rescue activities”,
Rivlin’s office said in a statement.

The International Raoul Wallen-berg
Foundation, based in New Y ork, presents
the award and Aznavour chose to receive
it in Israel, it said.

Aznavour, who was born in Paris,
spoke of his Armenian origins on Thurs-
day, referring to the Armenian Genocide
in 1915 under the Ottoman Empire and
the Holocaust. His parents fled to France
to escape the massacres.

“We have so many things in com-
mon, the Jews and the Armenians, in
misfortune, in happiness, in work, in
music, in the arts and in the ease of
learning different languages and becom-
ing important people in the countries
where they have beenreceived,” he said.

Aznavour’s hits have included
“She”, “Hier Encore” and “La
Mamma”.

He is also credited in more than 60
movies, defying detractors who pointed
to his unconventional looks to become
one of France’s most iconic singers.

Azerbaijan Condemns Mexican Lawmakers’
Trip to Karabakh

BAKU -- Azerbaijan has sent a
note of protest to Mexico after three
Mexican parliamentarians visited
Nagorno-Karabakh and met with its
leaders last week.

They opposition deputies are
members of a group in the Mexican
lower house of parliament promoting
closerties with Armenia. Two of them,
Blanca Cuata and Carlos Hernandez,
are affiliated with the leftist MORENA
movement, while the other, Maria
Garcia, represents the social-demo-
cratic PRD party.

The Mexican deputies met with
Bako Sahakian, the Karabakh presi-
dent, and lawmakers in Stepanakert on
October 24. They reportedly voiced
support for Karabakh’s quest for in-
ternational recognition.

“Allow us to become a part of
Artsakh’s (Karabakh’s) history,” the
Armenpress news agency quoted
Hernandez as saying.

“We know what it means to fight

for freedom,” Cuata said, for her part.

President Serzh Sarkisian praised
the lawmakers’ trip to Karabakh when
he metthem in Yerevan on October 27.

Predictably, the trip angered the
Azerbaijani government. The APA
news agency reported on Tuesday that
Azerbaijan’s charge d’affaires in
Mexico, Mammad Talibov, has handed
a note of protest to the Mexican For-
eign Ministry.

Talibov also met with the Mexi-
can parliament speaker, Jorge Ramirez,
to condemn the “illegal visit to occu-
pied territories of Azerbaijan” as an
Armenian “provocation.” According
to APA, Ramirez assured him that the
three parliamentarians travelled to
Karabakh in their personal capacity
and that he regrets their actions.

The Azerbaijani Foreign Ministry
has blacklisted more than 600 non-
Armenian foreign parliamentarians and
other dignitaries for visiting Karabakh
without Baku’s permission.

ACA Established Legal Aid Clinic

GLENDALE -- The Armenian
Council of America is pleased to an-
nounce the formation and operation of
amonthly Legal Aid Clinic at its Glen-
dale office.

“The ACA-Legal Aid Clinicis the
first of many programs that ACA’s
Human Services Task Force has iden-
tified lacking in the Armenian Ameri-
can community of Southern Califor-
nia.” stated ACA Chairman Sevak
Khatchadorian. “As a community, it is
our responsibility to meet the needs of
our most vulnerable neighbors, par-
ticularly our seniors, economically
challenged and newly arrived immi-
grant populations.”

The Legal Aid Clinic will provide
access to quality legal aid to under-
represented and low income individu-
als in the areas of immigration law,
family law, small claims, tax law, crimi-
nal law, lemon law, contract disputes
and more. ACA- Legal Aid Clinic will
provide legal aid services to anyone
regardless of income or status, with
dedicated attorneys who will offer their
pro bono services in English, Arme-
nian and Spanish.

ARMENIAN
COUNCIL OF
AMERICA

The Legal Aid Clinic will be avail-
able, between the hours of 2 p.m. and
4 p.m., every second Saturday of the
month at ACA’s Glendale office, 815
E. Colorado St., Suite 140, Glendale,
CA 91205. Contact ACA Legal Aid
Clinic at (818) 454-9049 or at
LegalAid@ArmenianCouncil.org.

The Armenian Council of America
is committed to promote the civic and
civil rights interests of the Armenian
American community. ACA endeav-
ors to achieve these goals through
education, community organization,
leadership development, and coalition-
building with diverse communities.

S.D.H.P Lebanon Urges Citizens Abroad
To Register to Vote

Lebanon’s Social Democrat Hunchakian Party Electoral Office advo-
cates all Lebanese citizens living outside of Lebanon to register to vote in
Lebanon’s next general election which will be held in 2018.

In June of 2017, a new electoral law was passed by the Lebanese
Parliament allowing Lebanese citizen in Lebanon’s Diaspora to vote from
their countries of residence instead of having to travel back to Lebanon.

In a statement, Lebanon’s S.D. Hunchakian Party’s Electoral Office,
urged “all Lebanese citizens of Armenian decent living abroad to register
online at the following web site: http://www.diasporavote.mfa.gov.lb”.

The online voter registration is set to close on November 20, 2017.




Massis Weekly

Angela Merkel’s CDU Party Received
Donations from Azerbaijan

BERLIN -- A
district chapter of
Angela Merkel’s
Christian Democratic
Party (CDU)received
€28,000 ($33,114)
from the state-run
Azerbaijanioil and gas
company Socar in
contravention of Ger-
man rules on party
donations, a consor-
tium of public broad-

casters NDR,
Deutsche Welle reported.

According to the report, two pay-
ments, one of €3,000 and one of
€25,000, were deposited by Socar’s
Germany-based branch on the account
of the CDU’s district association in
Frankfurt at the end of February 2012.

Although the district CDU branch
accepted the donation without ques-
tion, auditors at party headquarters in
Berlin notified the Administration of
the German Bundestag, which decided

as early as autumn 2013 that the gift
was not allowable under the law. The
CDU then gave up the donation to be
immediately impounded, the report
said.

However, despite having broken
the law, the party will not have to pay
a fine, largely owing to a ruling made
by an administrative court in April that
self-denunciation in such cases can
not only mitigate penalties, but even
avert them altogether.

Denmark Withdraws Funding For
Armenia's Teghut Mining Project

S I e

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- A Dan-
ish state agency has decided to with-
draw an export credit guarantee for a
$62 million investment in Armenia’s
second largest copper mine, accusing
its private owner of failing to comply
with environmental standards.

Vallex Group, an Armenian min-
ing company, launched productions
operations at the Teghut deposit in
the northern Lori province three
years ago as part of a $380 million
project to mine copper and molyb-
denum there.

Open-pit mining at Teghut will
lead to the destruction of hundreds of
hectares of rich forest. Hence, strong
opposition to the project voiced by
Armenian environment protection
groups.

Vallex pledged to offset this dam-
age by planting anew and bigger forest
in adjacent areas. It denied environ-
mentalists’ claims that ore crushing
and enrichment will pollute a local
river and underground waters. The
company also promised to create 1,300
new jobs, build new schools and up-
grade other infrastructure in nearby
villages.

The project is mostly financed
by VTB, a leading Russian commer-
cial bank that has extended loans to
Vallex. VTB in turn obtained one of
those loans, reportedly worth $62

million, from a Danish pension fund,
PensionDanmark.

According to Denmark’s Export
Credit Agency (EKF), the money lent
by PensionDanmark was due to be
spent on the purchase of mining equip-
ment from a Danish engineering com-
pany.

Inan October 15 statement, EKF
said it granted in 2013 Pension
Danmark’s request to guarantee the
export credit to VTB. It said the deci-
sion was conditional on the Teghut
operator complying with “the World
Bank's guidelines on environmental
and social sustainability.”

The statement announced that EKF
decided to withdraw that credit guaran-
tee because “the mine has unfortunately
not complied with the terms of the
agreement.” “This decision is the cul-
mination of a lengthy process in which
we have been forced on multiple occa-
sions to reprimand the mine,” EKF’s
chief executive, Anette Eberhard, was
quoted as saying.

The Danish agency did not
specify the environmental standards
that have allegedly not been met by the
Armenian company.

Vallex said on Thursday that it
had never signed any loan agreements
with EKF and will therefore not com-
ment on the announced halt in Danish
funding. It stressed that it has been
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Bipartisan Group of Senators
Call on President Trump to Get Tough on
Turkish President Erdogan

WASHINGTON -- A bipartisan
group of senators sent a letter to Presi-
dent Trump this week asking him to
get tough on Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan in the face of crum-
bling democracy in the republic and
gross human-rights violations.

Erdogan's post-coup purge of
perceived enemies has extended to
U.S. diplomatic staff, with Metin
Topuz, a communications officer at
the U.S. Consulate in Istanbul, ar-
rested earlier this month and charged
with espionage.

This week a warrant was issued
for another U.S. Consulate employee,
Mete Cantiirk, on allegations of links to
Pennsylvania-based scholarand Erdogan
foe Fethullah Giilen. When Turkish
authorities didn't find Cantiirk at his
home, they arrested his wife and child.

"This now accounts for three
separate incidents this year that the
Turkish government has arrested a
Turkish staff member of our diplo-
matic mission with little, if any, evi-
dence of wrongdoing. It is completely
unacceptable for the Turkish govern-
ment to arbitrarily harass or arrest
anyone, especially employees of our
diplomatic missions and their fami-
lies," wrote Sens. Bob Menendez (D-
N.J.) and John McCain (R-Ariz.).

The letter was co-signed by Sens.
Martin Heinrich (R-N.M.), Chris Van
Hollen (D-Md.), Richard Durbin (D-
I11.), Ben Cardin (D-Md.), Chris Coons
(D-Del.), John Boozman (R-Ark.),
Marco Rubio (R-Fla.), John Cornyn
(R-Texas), Edward Markey (D-
Mass.), Tammy Baldwin (D-Wisc.),

Bernard Sanders (I-Vt.), and Jeanne
Shaheen (D-N.H.).

"We recognize Turkey’s strate-
gic importance as a longtime NATO
ally and a traditional source of stability
and democratic values across the
Middle East and wider region," the
senators wrote, adding that Erdogan
and his allies "have corroded Turkey’s
democracy by mounting an assault on
the rule of law, using sweeping state of
emergency authorities to stifle funda-
mental rights including free speech,
undermining the independence of the
judiciary, and quashing any expres-
sions of opposition."

"In addition to the arrest of our
consulate staff, Turkish authorities
have arrested top officials of Amnesty
International, and sentenced Wall Street
Journal reporter Ayla Albayrak to two
years in prison in absentia."

Highlighting the May attack on
peaceful protesters outside the Turk-
ish ambassador's residence in D.C.,
the lawmakers also noted that the re-
gime is "exporting this brutality to our
soil."

"We support the State Depart-
ment’s decision to suspend non-immi-
grant visa services at our Embassy and
Consulates in Turkey, but encourage
you to take steps to mitigate potential
impacts on those members of society
who may rely on those services," they
added. "We urge you to send a clear
message to President Erdogan that the
United States will not tolerate this type of
behavior and that any cooperation must
be based on a shared commitment to
human rights and rule of law."

financing mining and ore-processing
operations at Teghut with its own
resources and VTB loans. In a state-
ment, the company also insisted that it
is operating in strict compliance with
environmental standards.

Levon Galstian of the Armenian
Ecological Front, a non-governmen-
tal organization strongly opposed to
the Teghut project, dismissed the
Vallex reaction as “primitive manipu-
lations.” Galstian welcomed EKF’s
decision, saying that it set a “prece-
dent” that could help to prevent the

emergence of more metal mines in
Armenia. He also said that his group
will use EKF’s decision to ask the
Armenian government to inspect and
eventually stop the Teghut opera-
tion.

Environment Protection Minis-
ter Artsvik Minasian told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am)
that his ministry is already looking
into the matter and will assess Vallex’s
compliance with its environment pro-
tection obligations. “We will present
our actions soon,” he said.

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FO0D

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979




Massis Weekly

Women Leaders of The Armenian Bar
Support Domestic Violence Bill in Armenia

Vanna Kitsinian ~ Tina Odjaghian
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Kathy Ossian ~ Lucy Varpetian

In 1915, the generation of our
great-grandmothers was taken against
their will as young girls, forcibly be-
coming child brides and sexual chattel
of the enemy men. So began the girls'
lifetimes of battery and bondage at the
whim of the dirty hands and wanton
bodies of the shameless perpetrator.
And now, in 2017, in our own home-
land, a most disconcerting discussion
is taking place in the context of the
Republic of Armenia's consideration
of long-overdue legislation which
would penalize the crime of domestic
violence. This is not the first time that
the Armenian Bar Association has stood
up for the rights and dignity of the
women and girls of Armenia.

In a twisted tangle of logic,
public opposition to the proposed
bill is bubbling up from a not-insig-
nificant number of vocal female
apologists who have derided the leg-
islative initiative as a threat to tradi-
tional Armenian family values and as
an attack on the cohesiveness of the
time-honored family unit. They claim
that the ruinous wrongs of their
offending men should be relativized
because prosecuting them would
lead to the displacement of their
children from the family hearth.
They say that we should stay out of
their business and keep our opinions
to ourselves.

We say voch to the perpetua-
tion of the vicious dehumanization
of the Armenian woman, especially
when the monstrous brutality is in-
flicted by members of the same fam-
ily--father on daughter, husband on
wife, uncle on niece. Simply put,
get off of our mothers, get off of
our sisters, and get off of our daugh-
ters. Enough is enough.

It is that we hold our families
in the highest regard that the Arme-
nian woman sacrificed and some-
times survived the death marches
into the desert during the Genocide.
It is that we hold our families in the
highest regard that we found tem-
porary shelter in Europe and the
Middle East only to repatriate to our
homeland after World War II in or-
der to instill and uplift our nation’s
values. It is in that same regard for
family that we will not stand idly by
and allow our children to learn vio-
lence from their fathers, or to live in
an environment where beatings of
their mothers are commonplace.

There is no room for criminal
violence in an Armenian household—
or any household-- and, for this, we
rise with our sisters, here, in
Hayastan, and everywhere to demand
that the National Assembly adopt leg-
islation that protects the safety and
security of the Armenian family.

Armenian Military Inaugurates

Continued from page 1

the development as another mile-
stone in U.S.-Armenian defense co-
operation. Sargsian said that the cen-
ter will be further expanded and mod-
ernized in the coming years.

The reconstruction work was
officially launched in March this year
in the presence of Sargsian, U.S.
Ambassador to Armenia Richard Mills
and high-ranking officers of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

The Armenian army’s Peace-
keeping Brigade has received con-
siderable financial and technical as-
sistance from the U.S. and other
NATO member states since it was
set up in the early 2000s. NATO
assigned a higher degree of combat
readiness and interoperability to the
brigade after monitoring a four-day
exercise held by it at Zar in 2015.

More than 130 soldiers of the
brigade are currently deployed in
Kosovo, Afghanistan as well as
Lebanon.

“We

greatly appreciate

Armenia’s participation in interna-
tional peacekeeping operations and
NATO-led and other multinational
exercises,” U.S. President Donald
Trump said in a September 21 letter
to his Armenian counterpart Serzh
Sarkisian.

Armenia plans to join more
peacekeeping missions abroad with
specialized medical and demining
units in the near future. They will
undergo U.S. training before such
deployment.

In October 2016, Sargsian and
Mills inaugurated a new paramedic
school ofthe Armenian armed forces.
U.S. military instructors trained the
first group of Armenian teaching
personnel for the school in August
2015.

Mills said in July Armenia’s
military and political alliance with
Russia does not prevent it from forg-
ing closer security ties with the U.S.
“The cooperation between the United
States and Armenia in this area has
moved forward and deepened in re-
cent years,” he said.
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Independence Day Celebration on Capitol Hill
Members of Congress and Administration
Praise Armenia's Progress

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The
Embassy of the Republic of Armenia,
the Congressional Caucus on Arme-
nian Issues, and the Congressional
Wine Caucus, in partnership with the
Armenian Assembly of America (As-
sembly) and Armenian National Com-
mittee of America, hosted a reception
on Capitol Hill celebrating Armenia's
26th Independence Day and the Silver
Jubilee of United States-Armenia dip-
lomatic relations. The event was spon-
sored by the Armenian Assembly.

Special guests who attended the
event are U.S. State Department Bu-
reau of European and Eurasian Af-
fairs Deputy Assistant Secretary
Bridget Brink, U.S. Department of
Commerce Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary for Europe Dale Tasharski, Adju-
tant General of Kansas Major General
Lee E. Tafanelli, U.S. OSCE Minsk
Group Co-Chair Ambassador Andrew
Schofer, former U.S. Ambassador to
Armenia John Evans (2004-2006),
Armenian Ambassador to the U.S.
Grigor Hovhannissian, Artsakh Per-
manent Representative to the U.S.
Robert Avetisyan, Greek Ambassador
to the U.S. Haris Lalacos, Georgian
Ambassador to the U.S. David
Bakradze, Kazakhstan Ambassador to
the U.S. Erzhan Kazykhanov, including
other Ambassadors and diplomats, St.
Mary Armenian Church Reverend Fa-
ther Hovsep Karapetyan, and Armenian
Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) Executive Director Zaven
Khanjian, as well as Armenian Assem-
bly Co-Chairs Anthony Barsamian and
Van Krikorian and Board Members Os-
car Tatosian and Joyce Stein.

“As we celebrate diplomatic rela-
tions between the United States and Ar-
menia, we are honored to have top diplo-
mats who represent our country, both
here in the United States to Armenia, and
from Armenia to the United States,” As-
sembly Co-Chair Barsamian said.

Ambassador Hovhannissian wel-
comed guests, and stated: “We are
celebrating our thriving relationship
with the United States, areliable friend
and partner that helped Armenia face
formidable odds as our country 26
years ago embarked on a nation build-
ing mission and embraced the family
of freedom loving nations.” He contin-
ued: “We celebrate these milestones at
the U.S. Congress, in recognition of
the leadership role that Congress and
its Congressional Caucus on Armenian
issues played in fostering and cement-

ing the reestablished relations between
our nations. In this jubilee year, we
were fortunate to host a large Con-
gressional delegation to Armeniato see
the fruits of our cooperation.”

State Department Deputy Assis-
tant Secretary Brink, expressing her ap-
preciation for the strong partnership
between the U.S. and Armenia, gener-
ously credited her longtime working
relations with the leadership of the Ar-
menian Assembly. “This year, Armenia
celebrates twenty six years of indepen-
dence. In this time, it is quite remarkable
how much progress has been made. We
all remember all too well the difficult
years immediately after independence.
But in a relatively short period of time,
Armenia has modernized its economy
and has become a tech hub in the region,
created a vibrant political system that
allows space for civil society, and has
built a strong, enduring partnership with
the United States, of which I am deeply
proud,” she said.

Brink also thanked Armenia for
its contributions to North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) opera-
tions in Afghanistan and Kosovo, as
well as the nation’s generosity for
welcoming over 20,000 Syrian refu-
gees. “These actions underscore the
shared strategic interests between our
two countries,” she added.

House Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Ed Royce (R-CA) con-
gratulated Armenia on this important
occasion.

Armenian Caucus Co-Chairs Rep-
resentatives Frank Pallone, Jr. (D-NIJ)
and Rep. Jackie Speier (D-CA) shared
remarks about their recent visit to Ar-
menia, as well as current affairs in
U.S.-Armenia relations. The Armenian
Caucus Co-Chairs spoke highly of the
progress made to the economy in Ar-
menia and Artsakh, as well as the mod-
ern infrastructure in the rural areas.

The event featured a photo exhi-
bition announcing next summer's 2018
Smithsonian Folklife Festival, which
will focus on the cultural heritage of
Armenia. The 2018 Festival will fea-
ture hundreds of artisans, designers,
musicians, and chefs from Armenia.

A capacity audience filled the
House Rayburn Building Foyer and
had ample opportunity to interact with
their elected Representatives as well as
enjoy musical performances. Guests
also had the pleasure of sampling
Armenia's brandy and wine courtesy
of the Armenian Embassy.
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“Embrace the Future” Haigazian University
Alumni Association Dinner and Dance

“Embrace the
Future,” an annual din- §;
ner dance to support k,,
Haigazian University, '
will be held at 7 pm on §*
Saturday, November
4,2017 at VERTIGO ||
in Glendale, Califor-
nia. The event will
begin with a social =5
hour, followed by din- |
ner and a short update
about Haigazian. Seat- [SS58
ing is limited. Sy

The evening is
being planned by ad-
vocates of the only
Armenian University
in the Diaspora,
Haigazian, located in
Beirut, Lebanon. It is
designed specifically
to provide Armenian
students with tuition
support and hope for
a prosperous future.

The passionate
President of the uni-
versity, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, will
personally attend this anticipated gath-
ering and provide an update on the
state of the University. Alumni, sup-
porters and members of the Board of
Trustees will also be in attendance.

The University operates on the
American model of higher education in
a Christian environment. Haigazian
offers both an undergraduate as well
as a Graduate program and educates
its students in the fields of Business,
Economics, English, Armenian, Biol-
ogy, and Chemistry. Among its other

majors are Computer Science, Math,
Physics, Education, Political Science,
Social Work, and Psychology.
Dinner dance tickets are $125.
Sponsorships categories are $500 (2
tickets) $1,000 (4 tickets), $2,500 (10
tickets), and $5,000 (10 tickets). Ev-
ery donation received for this event
will be appreciated by the Armenian
students in need. Reservations should
be sent to Haigazian University Sup-
port Fund, Inc. at 1724 Capistrano
Circle, Glendale, CA 91208 or by call-
ing Katia Kermoyan at 818-281-0351.

New Documentary about Armenian
Repatriates to be Screened at Abril Bookstore

GLENDALE -- Visiting author
from Armenia, Tigran Paskevichyan
will present the third documentary of
his "Coming Full Circle" series titled,
"The Last Dream or Game Over" with
a screening of the film followed by a
conversation in Armenian with jour-
nalist Anl Duzdabanyan-mManoukian
on Friday, November 10, 2017 at
7:30pm at Abril Bookstore - 415 E.
Broadway, Glendale, CA. Admission
is free with reception to follow. Re-
served priority seating available at http:/
/www.itsmyseat.com/abrilbooks

The Last Dream or Game Over
(62 min.) is the 3rd documentary of
Versus Studio's "Coming Full Circle"
project. Based on interviews with eye-
witnesses of repatriation conducted in
Armenia, US, France, Russiaand Leba-

non, newsreels, photos, and numer-
ous historical documents, The Last
Dream or Game Over bears witness to
the lived experiences of the repatriates
beyond the Iron Curtain.

Enthusiastic about their return to
the Fatherland (Soviet Armenia), repa-
triates often experienced exclusion and
persecutions during the Cold War in the
subsequent periods of Stalinism, the
Khrushchev thaw and the Brezhnev stag-
nation. After Stalin’s death, when the
spiritofrelative freedom was lingering in
the air, many repatriates from moreover
10 countries, were doing everything
possible to leave the boundaries of USSR.
Their intention was not to leave for the
countries they were born or have lived
part of their lives, but they were striving
to have a Western kind of lifestyle. It
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San Diego Gala Raises $100,000 for St. John
Garabed Church New Building

SAN DIEGO, CA - With a festive
"Carnival in Venice" theme, the Fifth
Bridge to the Future Gala Dinner and
Dance was held on September 30,
2017 at the Sheraton Hotel and Marina
Bay Tower in San Diego, California.
More than 160 guests attended the
event that raised $100,000 for a new
Armenian Church campus near Del
Mar in the City of San Diego.

Daniel Cohen, Emmy-Award win-
ning CBS 8 This Morning & CBS
News 8 co-anchor, served again as the
celebrity master of ceremonies and
auctioneer.

The gala was chaired by Suzanne
Meader and organized over many
months by the dedicated Gala and Trust
Fund Committees of St. John Garabed
Armenian Church, which is shepherded
by the Very Rev. Fr. Pakrad Berjekian.

Inside the spectacularly deco-
rated ballroom of carnivale masks and
plumes, the program kicked off with a
rousing welcome by Cohen. Vocalist
Ani Meader sang the American an-
them, and the Armenian anthem was
sung by young singers Alexa Belmer,
Kayla Belmer, Sona Danielyan, and
Artur Harutunyan. Vocalists Aaron
Genin and Rebecca Genin performed
lovely Italian and Armenian selections
during dinner. The young artist per-
formances, and entertainment during
the cocktail hour, was provided by
Sona Baghdasaryan.

Parish Priest Very Rev. Fr. Pakrad
Berjekian delivered an inspirational invo-
cation and blessing. He also acknowl-
edged donor and past honorary chair,
Carol Vassiliadis, for her continuous
support and landmark generosity, with a
special gift from His Eminence Arch-
bishop Hovnan Derderian.

The Guest of Honor, Her Excel-
lency Nina Hachigian, Ambassador to

the Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) from 2014 to 2017,
delivered the keynote speech. She re-
flected on her years of service, and on
the years of dedicated work of the San
Diego Armenian community that have
led up to this special moment in its
history - including the legacy of her
late father, Dr. Jack Hachigian, who
helped conceive of the Bridge to the
Future project and campus, commis-
sioning a series of large-scale stone
cross sculptures (Khatchkars) which
will be featured at the new campus'
Armenian Heritage Park.

The approved property is located
at 13860 El Camino Real in San Diego,
just one-half mile from the ocean.

The proceeds from this event
will support the construction phase of
the Bridge to the Future campaign,
including a state-of-the-art facility that
will be built in stages over several
years. The campus will feature a sanc-
tuary, social hall, youth center, class-
rooms for Sunday & Armenian School,
library, gymnasium, Armenian Heri-
tage Park, picnic and meditation space,
and abundant parking.

Harry Krikorian, chairman of the
Trust Fund Committee, and Jim
Sahagian, chairman of the Building
Committee, shared special updates and
progress with the gala audience, and
stated that the ground-breaking is ex-
pected to take place in the coming
months. A percentage of the proceeds
will also go toward church operating
expenses.

or more information about the
new church campus and to learn about
giving opportunities, please visit
www.stjohngarabed.org, or contact
Gary Takessian at (858) 569-6527 or
garytakessian34(@yahoo.com. All con-
tributions are tax-deductible.

was a direct response to the pressures
and inconveniences they have faced in
soviet reality. Despite the numerous ob-
stacles created by the authorities and
bureaucracy, in the 1960-80s tens of
thousands of repatriates left Soviet Ar-
menia, taking with them many locals.
They believed that they would find free-
dom and better life conditions in the West.

Tigran Paskevichyan, an Arme-
nian poet, journalist and script writer,
was born in 1965 in Yerevan. In 1984-
1988 he studied philology in Yerevan
State University. Tigran has been work-
inginjournalism and film production for
more than 30 years. Paskevichyan is the
author of 20 documentaries, two poetry

books and one collection of prose. Since
2004-2013 he has been a columnist in
several Armenian printed and online
newspapers. Since 2009 till now Tigran
is the editor-in-chief of Versus Studio
and since 2010 initiator and manager of
the "Coming Full Circle" project, within
the framework of which 3 documenta-
ries were produced, an exhibition was
organized and a book was published.
With the team of Versus Studio and
Factum NGO he has founded the website
www.hayrenadardz.org , which con-
tains hundreds of documents on Great
Repatriation, as well as over 70 inter-
views with eyewitnesses of these events.
Presented by Abril Bookstore.
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THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM
Present

ARMENIAN-SYRIAC CULTURAL RELATIONS
AND ARMENIAN TRANSLATION OF SYRIAC

ONNIK KIREMITLIAN
PhD candidate in the Oriental Institute of the Catho-
lic University of Louvain, Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium

Sunday November 5%, 2017, 4:00 p.m.

Ararat-Eskijian Museum —Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA

LITERARY WORKS

A TALK BY

from irretrievable loss,

Armenian-5Syriac political, commercial and cultural relations were developed in the early period of the
Christian era, to the extent that many kings of the Syriac kingdom of Osroene adjacent to the Southern border
of historic Armenia, starting from early 2" century were Armenian in origin. Since the earliest periods of the
introduction of Christianity into Armenia, alongside the Greek-speaking Hellenic branch, Syriac Christianity
had an important and formative influence in shaping the earliest period of the ascending new religion in
Armenia. In the pre-alphabet oral period of preaching Christianity in Armenia, Syriac played an important
role as a medium through which biblical teachings and liturgical doctrine were transmitted to the populace
untrained in the new faith. Thus also vast terminology relating to commercial and religious spheres passed
into Armenian language in this period. After the founding of the Armenian alphabet, the Bible was initially
translated from Syriac, traces of which can be found in some Armenian extent manuscripts. In the Golden age
of Armenian literature of the fifth century many Syriac works were translated, a sizeable amount of which
remain lost to posterity, and are preserved only in Armenian. We witness the same surge in ecclesiastical
rapprochement and close-cultural contacts between the Armenian and Syriac churches in subsequent

centuries, especially during the Silver age of the Armenian literature which flourished in the Cilician
Kingdom of Armenia in the 11-14" centuries. In this period we find fruitful collaborative translation activity
from Syriac into Armenian, where notable figures, such as Catholicos Gregory 11 the Martyrophile (1 1105),

Catholicos Nerses IV the Gracious (+ 1173) champion of Church unity, the erudite polyglot Nerses Lambro-
natsi (t 1198), as well as the prolific scholar Vartan Areveltsi (+ 1271) enriched the Mediaeval Armenian
literature with precious new translations from Syriac, as a result saving many subsequently lost Syriac works

Onnik Kiremitlian is curvently a PhD candidate in the Oriental Institute of the Catholic University of Lowvai,
Lowvain-la-Newve, Belgium, and is in the advanced stage of completing his research thesis on the Armenian and Syriac
writings of the 7 ¢, Syriac church father Marutha of Tagrit .

Admission free (donations appreciated).

For more information about this program, contact Ararat-Eskifian Museum at (747) 500-7585 or
Ararat-eskijian-museum@netzero.net,
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ARMENIA FUND'SPAULIINTERNATIONAL THANKSGIVING DAY

TELETHON 2017

NOVEMBER 23

FRUITFUL
ARTSAKH

WWE
._ oSy 10AM-10PM PST

CENTRAL CALIFORNIA | SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA | SAN FRANCISCO & BAY AREA | LAS VEGAS

KGMC OTA Ch. 43.6 Armenian Channels KTSF OTA Ch. 26.1 ArMount TV
and Ch. 13.1 & DirecTV Ch. 26
Comcast Xfinity Ch. 375 KVMD Network Dish Network Ch. 26
Northland Ch. 2

Comcast Ch. 8
AT&T U-verse Ch. 8

and Ch. 9
Noor TV Ch. 31.7

12 HOUR LIVE WEBCAST AT WWW.ARMENIAFUND.ORG

/4

[ §| )/ (@) You D) ArmeniaFund I/I

Facebook.com/ArmeniaFund  Twitter.com/ArmeniaFund  instagram.com/ArmeniaFund YouTube.com/ArmeniaFundUS

VISIT & DONATE: www.ArmeniaFund.org or Call:1-800-888-8897




