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Garo Paylan:

I Have Intel on Plans to Assassinate Turkish
Citizens Including Armenians in Europe

ISTANBUL -- Turkish opposi-
tion Peoples’ Democratic Party (HDP)
lawmaker Garo Palyan has said he
received intelligence about assassina-
tion plans targeting Turkish citizens
living in Europe, especially Germany,
Hurriyet daily reports.

“I received intelligence last week
over plans of assassination or chain of
assassinations of our citizens living in
Europe, particularly those in Germany,
an information that I have verified from
multiple sources,” he said during a
press meeting in parliament on Dec. 20.

The raw intelligence points to
three assassins in action, he added.

“This Turkey-based structure
mobilized certain assassins for these
assassinations,” he said, adding that
several European countries have taken
such tips for serious and their intelli-
gence services have provided security
for the persons and groups on the
target.

“Recently, thousands of academ-
ics, journalists, politicians and opinion
leaders were forced to live in Europe
particularly due to the recent oppres-
sive policies of the AKP [Justice and

lawmaker of Armenian origin.

“These journalists and academ-
ics have been labeled as ‘traitors’ by
the government, the president and
media. Such discourse and contradic-
tions in politics unfortunately trigger
action by certain groups.”

Paylan also said the plotters have
a list of assassinations in their hands
“to cause a stir.”

The lawmaker said he has in-
formed the Turkish intelligence, the
police and related ministers over the tip.

25 New Photos Depicting Scenes from
Heroic Battle of Musa Dagh Discovered

YEREVAN -- Twenty-five pho-
tos depicting scenes from the heroic
resistance of Musa Dagh have been
discovered thanks to efforts of the
Armenian Genocide Museum Institute
(AGMI).

The photos were taken in Sep-
tember 1915 by an officer of the French

Navy, AGMI’s Director Hayk
Demoyan said in a Facebook post.

The pictures show the evacua-
tion of the peaceful Armenian popula-
tion to French warships, their board-
ing and other scenes.

The newly-uncovered photos will
go on display in April 2018.

Pro-Erdogan Assailants Plead Guilty

WASHINGTON, DC-- Assailants
Sinan Narin of Virginia and Eyup
Yildirim of New Jersey, who are being
represented by Mark Schamel and
David Benowitz, pled guilty to a count
of assault with significant bodily in-
jury, after participating in the beating
of a group of Kurdish, Armenian, and
Yezidi protesters outside of the home
of the Turkish Ambassador on May
16th of this year. Narin and Yildirim
were only two of the 19 individuals

initially indicted to actually face justice
in the United States.

At the official plea hearing, the
prosecution lead by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Sonali Patel read out loud the
facts that the defendants agreed to,
including multiple aggressions towards
police officers, several statements sup-
porting President Tayyip Erdogan, and
finally, the assaults on Lusik Usoyan,

Continued on page 4

Armenian, Georgian Leaders Talk
Bilateral Ties, Regional Security

TBILISI-- Armenian President
Serzh Sarkisian met with Georgia’s
Prime Minister Giorgi Kvirikashvili on
Tuesday at the end of a two-day offi-
cial visit to Tbilisi.

The two men spoke of a “positive
dynamic” in Georgian-Armenian rela-
tions. Georgian President Giorgi
Margvelashvili likewise praised bilat-
eral commercial ties when met with his
Armenian counterpart on Monday.

“Our relations are centuries old
and they have always been as warm
and good-neighborly as they are to-
day,” Kvirikashvili said at the start of
his talks with Sarkisian. “We welcome
the growing dynamics of our bilateral
relations.”

The press offices of both leaders
said they discussed ways of deepening

ties between the two neighboring states
in “various fields” but reported no
further details. According to a state-
ment by Sarkisian’s office, they also
noted “considerable progress” in bilat-
eral commerce made this year.
“Even though we have signed the
Association Agreement with the Euro-
pean Union and we benefit from free
trade with Europe while Armenia is a
member of the Eurasian Economic
Union (EEU), this circumstance has
not weakened economic cooperation
between our countries,” Margvelashvili
said after his separate meeting with
Sarkisian. “On the contrary, the [com-
mercial] turnover between our coun-
tries as well as the tourism indicator

Continued on page4

Alexander Lapshin:

By Arresting Me Azerbaijan Increased the
Number of Tourists Visiting Artsakh

Trying to intimidate the whole
world, Azerbaijan contributed to the
growth of the tourist flow to Artsakh,
blogger Alexander Lapshin wrote on
Facebook.

“For me, the outgoing year 2017
was not an easy one, because almost 9
months of this year were spent in an
Azerbaijani prison because of a trip to
Artsakh. I happened to dive into the
dirty dismantling quarrels of the
Azerbaijani clans, learned about the
family squabbles of the Aliyevs, [ even
had a ride on the personal plane of the
Baku sultan's wife, and I saw the
bickering for power and oil money in
this Muslim country”, writes Lapshin.

According to him, their racism
and hatred is not only towards the
Armenian people because of the con-
flict in Artsakh, but also towards any
other non-Muslim nation. The calls for
Jewish pogroms shouted by demon-
strators outside the Baku court, where
he was held, said a lot about the coun-
try, Lapshin said, adding that all the
demonstrations are organized by the
authorities.

“Trying to intimidate the whole

world, dwarf Azerbaijan, on the con-
trary, contributed to the fact that in
2017 Artsakh was visited by almost
twice as many tourists as a year ear-
lier”, wrote Lapshin.

“Among them were my good
friends from the Baltics: Alexander
Alimov and Ivar Utinas from Latvia,
Slava Gorbunov from Lithuania and
many others. They shot a cool film
about this wonderful land, its culture,
people, nature, monuments and archi-
tecture. Watch it, I'm sure you would
like to visit it, too!: he wrote.
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Russian-Armenian ‘Crime Figure’
Blacklisted by U.S.

WASHINGTON, DC (RFE/RL)
-- -- A holder of an Armenian diplo-
matic passport is one of 10 Russian
nationals that have been blacklisted by
the U.S. Treasury Department for al-
legedly leading a major organized-crime
syndicate.

The department's Office of Fi-
nancial Assets Control (OFAC) im-
posed financial sanctions on those in-
dividuals as well as two entities late
last week, accusing them of involve-
ment in “serious transnational criminal
activities.” It described them as lead-
ers of the syndicate known as "Thieves-
in-Law," which is also a widely used
Russian term to describe powerful
organized-crime figures.

“Today’s action generally pro-
hibits U.S. persons from conducting
financial or other transactions with
these individuals and entities, and
freezes any assets they may have un-
der U.S. jurisdiction,” the OFAC said
in a statement.

The blacklist includes Ruben
Tatulian, an ethnic Armenian wealthy
businessman based in the Russian city
of Sochi. According to the Treasury
Department, he has provided “material
support” to the Thieves-in-Law.

“In2010, Tatulian was appointed
as the ‘overseer’ of the Sochi, Russia
Thieves-in-Law operation run by a
senior Thief-in-Law,” said the OFAC
statement. “In 2015, Tatulian was de-
tained as a participant at a meeting of
Thieves-in-Law in Sochi along with
Zakhary Kalashov; one of at least two
instances in which Tatulian was de-
tained atameeting of Thieves-in-Law.”

“In addition, on more than one
occasion, Tatulian has assisted
Thieves-in-Law who encountered le-
gal problems,” it added.

Earlier this year, some Armenian
media outlets referred to Tatulian as a
crime figure nicknamed “Robson” who

holds an Armenian diplomatic pass-
port. Armenia’s Foreign Ministry con-
firmed that Tatulian has such a pass-
port. But it declined to clarify why and
how he had received it.

The ministry promised on Mon-
day that it will again comment on the
issue soon.

Tatulian was among three dozen
Russian-Armenian entrepreneurs who
issued a joint statement in January
voicing support for Prime Minister
Karen Karapetian. They also pledged
to join an investment fund which one
ofthem, the Moscow-based billionaire
Samvel Karapetian (no relation), setup
with the stated aim of financing vari-
ous business projects in Armenia.

A spokesman for Prime Minister
Karapetian insisted on Monday that
Tatulian is not a member of the fund
called the Investors Club of Armenia
(ICA). “Secondly, the prime minister
is not obliged to know all members of
the club personally,” Aram Araratian
told RFE/RL’s Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am).

Asked whether the Armenian gov-
ernment would welcome any invest-
ments from Tatulian, Araratian said: “I
repeat: as far as [ know, that person is
not a member of the Investors Club of
Armenia."

Yesh Atid Leader Insists Israel Should
Recognize Armenian Genocide

JERUSALEM - Yair Lapid, leader
of the Israeli Yesh Atid Party, has
criticized Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s handling of Turkey, say-
ing that the agreement with that coun-
try reached in 2016 to put an end to the
Mavi Marmara affair was a mistake,
The Jerusalem Post reported.

He said that Israel should stop
“humiliating itself” before the Turks,

and come out once and for all to both
support the Kurds and recognize the
Armenian genocide.

Furthermore, he said it was ludi-
crous to even talk about building a
natural gas pipeline to Turkey. “We are
going to put our gas in Erdogan’s
hands?” he said of Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. “That’s
crazy.”
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Russian Ambassador Downplays Anti-
Armenian Comments Aired by Russian TV

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- The Rus-
sian ambassador to Armenia
downplayed on Wednesday harsh criti-
cism of Armenia’s pursuit of closer
ties with the European Union that has
been voiced during talk shows hosted
by Russia’s state-controlled television.

At least two such TV channels
aired recently extensive programs fea-
turing criticism of the Comprehensive
and Enhanced Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) signed on November 24. Ana-
lysts and commentators invited to their
studios charged that the deal under-
mined Armenia’s traditionally close
relationship with Russia. Some of them
went as far as to compare Armenia to
a wife cheating on her husband.

Those comments prompted an-
gry rebuttals from senior members of
theruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK). They also raised questions about
the Russian government’s reaction to
the CEPA, which has been cautiously
positive in public.

Ivan Volynkin, the Russian am-
bassador in Yerevan, emphasized that
it was not the Russian broadcasters
that attacked the EU-Armenia deal. “It
was criticized by certain individuals
who have nothing to do with Armenia
and Russian-Armenian relations,” he
said during a visit to Gyumri.

“These people are specialists, ex-
perts, political analysts but they deal
with other issues and don’t specialize in
Russian-Armenian relations,” Volynkin
told reporters. “For example, I person-
ally wouldn’t comment on the work of a
plumber or a turner because I know and

understand nothing about that.”

“So what they commented on is
not their area of expertise and [their
comments] should not be taken seri-
ously,” added the diplomat.

Volynkin said ahead of the sign-
ing of the CEPA that its provisions do
not run counter to Armenia’s member-
ship in the Russian-led Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union (EEU). “Armenia is a
sovereign country and it has the right
to enter into any agreements or blocs
that do not contradict obligations as-
sumed by itearlier,” he told the Arminfo
news agency.

Armenian leaders have repeat-
edly stated that the alliance with Russia
remains the cornerstone of Armenian
foreign and security policy despite their
efforts to forge closer ties with the EU.
“We do not aim to build and strengthen
those relations [with the EU] at the ex-
pense of our cooperation with any other
country or structure,” parliament speaker
Ara Babloyan said on December 1.

Iran’s President Visits Families

of Armenian Martyrs

TEHRAN -- President of Iran,
Hassan Rouhani visited the family of
Armenian martyr Edwin Shahmirian
on Christmas Eve and spoke with them
inacordial atmosphere, the President’s
Press Office reported.

In the visit that took place late on
Sunday, Dr Rouhani congratulated the
birthday of Jesus Christ and added:
“The Iranian nation appreciates the
devotion and self-sacrifice of the mar-
tyrs and their respectful families.”

“These days are the days of hap-
piness of all Iranian people and the
world, especially our Armenian and
Christian citizens, and I am happy that
this visit is taking place in such a
night,” the President continued.

Dr Rouhani also responded to the
martyr’s mother’s happiness over his
visit and said: “This is our duty and the

least we can do for you dear families of
martyrs. You have devoted your son
for defending the country and the Ira-
nian nation and definitely have a high
place beside the Almighty.”

“The people of Iran are always
grateful to their fellow Armenian citi-
zens and consider them trustworthy,
hard-working and honest, who love
their country,” President Rouhani
added.

He also went on to say: “The
people of Iran consider Prophet Jesus
Christ, Prophet Muhammad and
Prophet Noah, Prophet Ibrahim, and
Prophet Moses as great prophets who
have brought blessings and prosperity
for the humankind.”

A plaque of appreciation was given

Continued onpage3



3

Massis Weekly

Maestro Constantine Orbelian to be Among
Featured Artists at Isrotel International
Festival of Classical Music

YEREVAN -- Maestro
Constantine Orbelian, General Di-
rector and Artistic Director of the
National Opera and Ballet Theater of
Armenia, will be among the featured
conductors and artists at the glo-
bally renowned Isrotel International
Festival of Classical Music, which
will be held during January 3-6,
2018, in Eilat, Israel.

“It is an extraordinary honor to
be a part of the Isrotel International
Festival of Classical Music, espe-
cially given the fact that we’ll be
celebrating its 20™ anniversary this
January,” Orbelian said.

The Isrotel International Festi-
val of Classical Music, also known
as the Isrotel Classicameri Festival,
is an initiative of the Isrotel Hotel
chain in Eilat, and will be held in
cooperation with the Raanana
Symphonette Orchestra, under the
baton of Maestro Omer M. Wellber.
On the occasion of its 20" anniver-
sary, the festival will offer a multi-
faceted program combining beloved
classical masterpieces and innova-
tive new music. The festival will
host acclaimed soloists, ensembles,
and conductors from Italy, Arme-
nia, the United States, Bulgaria, Ger-
many, Spain, Poland, France, Rus-
sia and Switzerland.

Representing the Republic of
Armenia, Maestro Orbelian will par-
ticipate in the festival along with a
number of Yerevan Opera House so-
loists, comprising Suzanna
Melkonyan, Julietta Aleksnyan,
Gevork Hagobyan, Armen Badalian,
and Hovhannes Ayvazyan. Other
famed artists participating in the fes-
tival will include Italian pianist Davide
Cabassi, soprano Anna Skibinsky,
Russian pianist Tatiana Larionova,
duo mandolin from Spain Yaki Reuven
and Marie Carmen Simon, Polish folk
ensemble Dikanda, Bulgarian Kaval
player Theodosii Spassov, conductor
Yaron Gottfried, singer and video
artist Ofri Brin, and the Sesame band
— an Israeli ensemble of Balkan,
Gypsy, and Middle Eastern music.

The Isrotel Classicameri Festi-
val is dubbed “Masterpieces of the
Classical Repertoire in a Cross-Bor-
ders Merging,” reflecting the event’s
rich musical and thematic diversity.
“A key aspect that sets the festival
apart is that it functions as a marvel-
ous platform for showcasing a veri-
table mosaic of cultures and musical
traditions — thus celebrating cross-
border synergies and providing au-
diences with deeply rewarding artis-
tic experiences,” Orbelian said.

The festival will open on Janu-
ary 3 in the grand hall of the Royal
Beach Hotel in Eilat, with the partici-
pation of Israeli singer Ofri Brin.
The program will offer a combina-
tion of Brin’s electronic pop and
soul music with masterpieces by
Sibelius, Holst, and Schubert under
the baton of Keren Kagarlitzky.

On the second day of the festi-
val, two major concerts will be held.
The first will feature the great young
conductor Omer M. Wellber and the
award-winning [talian pianist Davide

Cabassi, in a program in which
Beethoven’s Symphony No. 1 and
Shostakovich’s Piano Concerto No.
2 will be performed. The second
concert, “The Songs of Naomi
Shemer,” will be a nostalgic journey
featuring the works of the Israel
Prize laureate. Participating in the
concert will be Omer M. Wellber
(accordion), Michael Anochin (con-
trabass), Rami Freiman (percussion),
and singers Einat Aronstein, Goni
Canaani, and Suf Sela. The concert
will be moderated and accompanied
on the piano by David Sebba.

The two main concerts on the
third day of the festival will pay
tribute to the lush intersection of
cultures and traditions linked together
through music. At the “Gala Opera —
From Yerevan with Love,” the
Raanana Symphonette will host Mae-
stro Constantine Orbelian and the
soloists of the Yerevan Opera House
under his direction. The concert will
perform beloved arias and duets from
major operas, alongside gems from
the Armenian folk repertoire. The
evening will continue with a layered
musical encounter devoted to the
deep connection between music and
dance. The “Dancing” concert is
dedicated to folk dances that have
found their way to concert halls:
from ballroom and folk to street
dancing. Under the baton of David
Sebba, the evening will be accompa-
nied by the Raanana Symphonette
Orchestra, including violinist Nitai
Zori, the Sesame band, and the Pol-
ish band Dekanda.

The festival will conclude on
Saturday, January 6, with a jubilant
concert in which Maestro Orbelian
and the Raanana Symphonette will
host the festival’s artists.

Also on January 6, Maestro
Orbelian will appear as a guest on the
“Cultural Shabbat” program, for a
conversation with television broad-
caster Yoav Ginai, Omer M. Wellber,
David Sebba. and Orit Fogel-
Shafran. During the program, Mae-
stro Orbelian will reminisce about
his 20 years of musical collaboration
with the late opera giant Dmitri
Hvorostovsky.

In addition to its major concerts,
the Isrotel Classicameri Festival will
feature a complement of thematic con-
certs and musical encounters, per-
formed by conductors, soloists, and
ensembles from across the globe.
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Talk at NAASR by Peace Corps Volunteer
to Look at Grassroots Development

Nick Pittman, a U.S. Peace Corps
volunteer in Armenia, will give a talk
entitled “Grassroots Development in
Armenia: Challenges, Opportunities,
and Lessons Learned,” on Thursday,
January 18, 2018, 7.30 pm, at the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) Cen-
ter, 395 Concord Ave., Belmont, MA
02478. The program will be the first in
2018 in the National Association for
Armenian Studies and Research
(NAASR)/Calouste Gulbenkian Foun-
dation Series on Contemporary Arme-
nian Issues.

In this presentation Nick Pittman
will discuss his experience working
for the last year and a half as a U.S.
Peace Corps volunteer with a small
grassroots NGO in rural Armenia. He
will highlight the challenges engaging
in such intercultural work (such as
linguistic barriers and different con-
ceptions of planning) and how they
can be addressed; discuss opportuni-
ties for new community projects in
Armenia; describe the lessons he has
learned in the course of his work; and

Peace
Corps

ARMENIA

-~ ih
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outline the various grassroots projects
Peace Corps volunteers are assisting
throughout the country.

Nick Pittman grew up in Cam-
bridge, studied economics at Reed Col-
lege, and worked for a few years in
environmental and economic consult-
ing before going to Armenia with the
U.S. Peace Corps in March 2016. He
lives in a rural village in Lori marz and
works with a small local NGO as a
community and youth development vol-
unteer, helping his coworkers develop
and implement projects focused on
youth empowerment and assisting the
NGO in organizational development.

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Singapore Armenians Hope to Preserve
Country's Cultural Heritage

SINGAPORE -- Channel News
Asiahaspublished an article dedicated
to safeguarding the country's intan-
gible heritage, including the culture
and customs of the small local Arme-
nian community.

Accordingto the article, the com-
munity now has only 60 people who
gather for holidays in the local Arme-
nian Church.

The Armenian community is the
example of the intangible cultural heri-
tage of Singapore. In April 2018, the
country plans to launch a plan to pre-

serve the country's cultural heritage.
The plan is expected to be submitted to
UNESCO.

The Armenian community ex-
pects that its voice will also be heard.
The Armenian ensemble, led by Gevorg
Sargsyan and his wife, continues to
perform several concerts in the year.
Sargsyan also hopes for the opening of
the Armenian museum and gallery.
“We are few, but we make contribu-
tion to the history. It is not visible or
recognized, but it is happening,”
Sargsyan said.

Iran’s President Visits Families of Armenians

Continued from page 2

to the family of the martyr.

President Rouhani also visited
the family of Armenian martyr
Georgekeshish Harutun.

Saluting the patience and self-
sacrifice of the families of the great
martyrs, the President said: “The
entire Iranian nation defend that
blood of our dear martyrs who de-
fended the Iranian land by giving
their lives”.

Dr Rouhani also stressed that in
Iran, all religions and ethnic groups

stand by each other in happiness and
sadness, saying: “Our people have al-
ways stood by each other and will
continue to do so”.

Referring the conditions of Chris-
tians in the Middle East, the President
said: “Christians have suffered a lot of
damages in Iraq, Syria and Lebanon
from terrorists and this was also the
case for Muslims. Therefore, terrorist
created conditions that the fate of
Muslims and Christians are now inter-
woven more strangely and this is nec-
essary that we help each other more in
this situation”.
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$3.6 Million Raised During
COAF Annual Gala

NEW YORK—The 14th annual
Children of Armenia Fund (COAF)
Holiday Gala held on December 16 at
New York City’s renowned Cipriani
42nd Street, raised an impressive $3.6
million in support of children in Arme-
nian villages. Among the special guests
were art-world legend Tony Shafrazi,
Emmy & Tony Award-winning ac-
tress Andrea Martin, designer Michael
Aram, chef Geoffrey Zakarian, and
actress, singer, and performer Vanessa
Williams.

COAF’s Humanitarian Award
was presented to Emmy Award-win-
ning costume designer and fashion
icon Patricia Field (Sex and the City,
The Devil Wears Prada). Field, who is
of Armenian and Greek heritage, has
been a longtime supporter of COAF,
sharing its vision of empowering people
to realize their full potential, embrace
originality, and achieve their individual
greatness.

Vanessa Williams delivered a spe-
cial performance of her Golden Globe
and Academy Award-winning song
“Colors of the Wind” and paid tribute
to Patricia Field, with whom she
worked with on the set of the TV
series Ugly Betty.

The evening also featured per-
formances from two of Armenia’s
finest young musicians, 14-year-old
saxophonist Aleksandr Avetisyan and
9-year-old vocalist Ani Margaryan,
who traveled from Armenia for this
special event. Gala attendees also

heard an inspiring speech from 16-
year-old Nareh Galstyan, from the
village of Lernagog, who spoke elo-
quently about how COAF has trans-
formed her life and provided opportu-
nities that would not have existed
otherwise.

World-renowned auctioneer and
collector Simon de Pury conducted a
live auction of uniquely curated art to
support COAF’s mission. The auction
included works donated by such no-
table artists as Ed Ruscha, Jeff Koons,
Richard Prince, Kenny Scharf, and
Patrick Demarchelier—as well as a
rare piece by renowned Armenian-
American author and playwright Will-
iam Saroyan.

One hundred percent of the
$3.6 million raised at the Gala will
go directly toward COAF’s educa-
tion, health, and socio-economic
programs in the villages of Armenia,
with a focus on its novel SMART
initiative. SMART is a unique initia-
tive designed to bring digital tech-
nology education, programs in mu-
sic and art, sustainable agriculture
training and more to rural Armenian
villages. The construction of
COAF’s first SMART Center in the
Lori region of Armenia has been
completed and will be operational in
January 2018. Close to 150,000 in-
dividuals from the city of Vanadzor
and 48 surrounding rural communi-
ties will benefit from the establish-
ment of the SMART Center.

Pro-Erdogan Assailants Plead Guilty

Continued from page 1

Founder of the Ezidi Relief Fund and
Murat Yasa, a local businessman and
protest organizer. Although the defen-
dants faced an indictment for hate
crimes charges and more than 15 years
in jail, almost all the charges were
dropped in the plea agreement, which
called for only a 1 year and 1 day
sentence and a $12,500 fine. Judge
Marisa Demeo will be able to increase
or decrease that sentence at the official
sentencing hearing, which is sched-
uled for March 15.

The lawyers for the defense
indicated their intention to argue at
the sentencing hearing that the pro-
testers’ alleged support of the PKK
and the content of their speech
should somehow mitigate the brutal
assault, which involved kicking

prone victims on the ground in the
head, one of whom was rendered
unconscious.

They also denied any coordina-
tion with Turkish security staff during
or after the attack, although both de-
fendants have received political sup-
port from Turkey’s President Tayyip
Erdogan, who many believe ordered
the attack, and were personally visited
in prison by Turkey’s Foreign Minis-
ter, who very publicly extended “love
and greetings” from Turkey even after
videotape images were broadcast of
the defendants brutally beating Ameri-
cans in DC.

The sentencing hearing is sched-
uled for 9:30am on March 15th, where
the court will finally hear from the
victim’s of the attack themselves. tive
Director of the Armenian Legal Center
for Justice and Accountability.
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Dr. Der-Yeghiayan's Masterpiece:
A Lasting Impact

BY REV. PAUL
HAIDOSTIAN, PH.D.
President, Haigazian
University

Of all the conver-
sations we engage in, the
ones held in silence be-
long to the depths of the
heart.

Of all the habitats
of human existence on
which we once stood,
the ones usurped in days
of wrong are held in the
core of our memory of |g&
agony. X

Of all the mean-
ings one can make in life, the ones that
transcend time and place, and the ones
that help us perceive the gifts of God
for an unlimited tomorrow, these are
the ones that satisfy the soul.

Of all the authors who leave a
lasting impact, the ones who lose them-
selves in the tightest junctions of his-
tory, and at the same time find them-
selves in the vastness of collective
consciousness, they are the most elo-
quent.

Of all the sojourners on the roads
of self, family, nation and humanity, it
is the ones who walk with the shoes of
faith, who communicate to the rest of
us what was, what could have been,
and what should be, they are the ones
who inspire.

Of all the illustrations of reality,
the ones where loud words, silent
contemplations, personal voices and
colorful images merge, these are the
ones that form a compelling biography
of reality.

Such has been the life journey
and outlook of Dr. Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan. Therefore, this preface is
a tribute to a sensitive soul, a childlike
heart, a well-informed mind, a vibrant
educator, a disciple of the Good News,
and a leading communicator. In this
volume, he is also an artist of Arme-
nian memory.

Dr. Der-Yeghiayan visits trag-
edy for the purposes of peace. In it,
the Armenian lands and Armenian his-

tory are told in the warmth of colorful
experience and the peace Christ en-
trusted his disciples with.

Moreover, this work reflects a
lifetime of commitment to educational,
social, global and Armenian issues of
history, communal consciousness, and
wider matters of justice and harmony.

The author, in much of what he
does, does not hide his personal emo-
tions, does not place history in the
past, nor does he exclude the experi-
ences of the others. The author is
behind the camera, in front of the
monument, and in the heart of the
story. It is how a biography of one
serves as the voice and profile of the
many.

For every ancestor of a survivor
of the Armenian Genocide, there is not
only a silent conversation, but mainly
the conversation of the silent ones:
silent parents and grandparents, silent
searches for answers, and silent lands
and rocks, churches, markets and
homes. Accordingly, photos and im-
ages powerfully participate in the si-
lent conversations of sensitive souls.
How we view the images is what
completes the story.

As we view and reflect, our eyes
of faith, imagination, and future prom-
ise will refresh our memory; rather,
the conversation between an existent
and anon-existent memory will help us
own the stories and messages behind
the images.

Armenian, Georgian Leaders

Continued from page 1

has significantly increased this year.”

Official Armenian statistics show
that Georgian-Armenian trade actually
shrunk by 4 percent to just under $200
million in the first ten months of this
year. The two nations continue to have
an essentially free trade regime despite
Armenia’s membership in the Rus-
sian-led trade bloc.

Speaking at a joint news briefing
with the Georgian president, Sarkisian
urged Georgian entrepreneurs to set
up shop in Armenia and thus gain
tariff-free access to markets in Russia
and other EEU member states. He also
called on them to invest in a free
economic zone that has been created
on Armenia’s border with Iran.

It was not clear whether the two
sides discussed the potential creation
of new transport corridors between
Georgia and Russia that would be used

for cargo shipments to and from Ar-
menia. Most of Russian-Armenian trade
is currently carried out through the
sole Russian-Georgian border cross-
ing at Upper Lars. Traffic along that
mountainous road is frequently blocked
by blizzards in winter months.

Kvirikashvili said last week that
Thilisiisready to allow Armeniaas well as
Turkey and other countries to use, in case
of a “force majeure situation,” another
road that passes through Georgia’s
breakaway South Ossetia region. He
pointed to the December 19 signing of an
agreement between the Georgian govern-
ment and a Swiss company that would
process such cargo traffic.

Georgia and Russia have held
negotiations on this politically sensi-
tive arrangement for the last few years.
Armenian Transport Minister Vahan
Martirosian expressed hope earlier this
year that the talks will yield an agree-
ment soon.
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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services
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We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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KANAN REAL ESTATE CO. SAAR.L - BEIRUT, LEBANON

Providing services in buying/selling properties in Lebanon (including
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Contact Info.: Mr. Anania Kastanian - Tel No.: +961-70-849068
(kanan310@yahoo.com) - Dbayeh, St. Rita Bldg.
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