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Karaoke, Chinese food & Desert
Pwpwopk tpudomnniphil, plunhp nt hwlwnud shwljwt dwptip

Address: Garo Soghanalian Hall

1060 N. Allen Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104

Ouuuinhtin Ywpo Unnuitiw bl Upwhth ikpu

HMM Ladies
2018 GET-TOGETHER
KARAOKE NIGHT
2,U.U. Shljtrng Upmptah

2018 OUVOMPUESUUY
Ersuns

Saturday, February 17, 2018 starting @8:00 pm
Cwpup Oknpniwp 17, 2018, kpklojul dwp 8:00-En uljujur

Entrance Donation $30
Unuwnph tmikp $30
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UNITED ARMENIAN COUNCIL of LOS ANGELES

103rd COMMEMORATION of the ARMENIAN GENOCIDE &
50th ANNIVERSARY of the ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
MARTYRS MONUMENT of MONTEBELLO
Sunday, April 22, 2018, Starting @ 2:00PM
Bicknell Park, 910 Via San Clemente, Montebello, CA 90640
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30-th Anniversary of Artsakh Liberation
Movement Celebrated in Stepanakert

STEPANAKERT -- Thousands
rallied at Stepanakert’s Revival Square
on the 30th anniversary of the Artsakh
National-Liberation Movement on
Tuesday.

Artsakh President Bako Sahakian,
Second President Arkady Ghoukasian,
Primate of the Artsakh Diocese of the
Armenian Apostolic Church Archbishop
Barkev Martirosian, Artsakh Movement
veterans, high-ranking state officials,
representatives from Armenia and the
Diaspora, foreign guests were present
at the event.

Addressing the gathering, Presi-
dent Bako Sahakyan said: "The year of
1988 was a turning point in the history
ofthe Armenian nation. Three decades
ago these days the entire Armenian
nation joined forces, doubled their fist,
alerting the whole world of their readi-
ness to struggle for living free and
secure in their Fatherland.

This nationwide outburst was a
dare given to tyranny, persecutions,
gross violations and abuses of human
rights, all the scourges, which our
people had undergone over the course
of their centuries-old history. And the
movement was wreathed with the res-
toration of the independent Armenian
statehood.

Beingunderalien and artificially-

created Azerbaijan’s yoke against its
will Artsakh was condemned to exter-
mination and death. The same fate
befell Nakhijevan, other historical Ar-
menianregions annexed to Azerbaijan.
Numerous ethnic minorities in that
country were forcibly assimilated and
disappeared from the stage of history.

We had no alternative and were
never reconciled to captivity, making
numerous attempts to throw off the
foreign yoke. It is worth quoting world
famous academician Andrei Sakharov
who said in his time that for the Arme-
nians this struggle was a matter of life
and death, for Azerbaijan — just a mat-
ter of ambition.

Notwithstanding all this, the
Artsakh Movement is one of the ex-
ceptional examples of national-libera-
tion struggles that adopted the policy
of restoring historical justice and vio-
lated human rights through civilized
and peaceful means, in strict compli-
ance with international norms and
rules.

The adversary must always know
that the language of force is doomed to
failure. Our people, our army and the
whole Armenian people will give a
worthy counter-stroke to every en-
croachment that threatens our free-
dom and security".

Two Armenians Confirmed Dead
in Russian Plane Crash

MOSCOW -- A Russian passen-
ger plane crashed near Moscow soon
after take-off on Sunday, killing all 71
people onboard, and investigators said
they were looking at all possible causes,
Reuters reports.

Two Armenians have been con-
firmed among the victims of the crash.
The list of passengers published by the
Russian Ministry of Emergency Situa-
tions include the name of an Armenian
woman identified as Varsik Sevoyan
among the 65 passengers on board.
The other victim Sergey Ghambaryan
was the second pilot of the plane.

Temperatures were around mi-
nus 5 degrees Celsius with periodic

snowfall when the short-haul AN-148
operated by Saratov Airlines took off
for the city of Orsk in Orenburg re-
gion, about 900 miles (1,500 km) south-
east of the capital.

TV images of the crash site
showed wreckage of the plane, includ-
ing at least one engine, lying in fields
covered with thick snow.

Debris and human remains were
spread over a radius of a kilometer
from the crash site, investigators said.

Russian officials say they are
considering weather conditions, hu-
man error and technical failure as pos-
sible causes. No distress signals had
been received from the crew.

Presidential Candidate Armen Sarkissian
Meets With SDHP

YEREVAN — On February 11th,
The Social Democrat Hunchakian Party
(SDHP) of Armenia received the can-
didate for the President of the Republic
of Armenia, nominated by the Repub-
lican Party, Armen Sarkissian. Am-
bassador Sarkissian met with repre-
sentatives of SDHP Central Commit-
teeas well SDHP Armenia’s Executive
Committee at the SDHP Executive
Committee’s Yerevan office.

During the two-hour long meet-
ing, Ambassador Sarkissian presented
his proposals to the SDHP representa-
tives. After the presentation, the Am-
bassador also took part in exchange of
ideas, concerns, opinions and propos-

{ Uﬂ.iﬁh.

als with the meeting participants. Is-
sues included but were not limited to;
ways to increase the social welfare of
the Armenian citizens, combat corrup-
tion with the government and business
sectors, foreign policy, along with
Armenia Diaspora relations.
Following the meeting, in re-
sponse to questions regarding the
SDHPs readiness to support Armen
Sarkissian’s candidacy, SDHP Central
Committee member Narek Galstyan
stated that their support or non-sup-
port would be symbolic because they,
currently, are nota parliamentary party,

Continued on page4

Minsk Group Co-Chairs Express “Deep
Concern” Over Fresh Ceasefire Violations

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- Armenia
and Azerbaijan have pledged to con-
tinue their “intensive” talks on resolv-
ing the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict,
international mediators said at the end
of their latest tour of the region on
Sunday.

The U.S., Russian and French
diplomats co-chairing the OSCE Minsk
Group also expressed “deep concern”
over fresh ceasefire violations around
Karabakh which left one Armenian
soldier dead on February 7. They called
on the conflicting parties to “take ad-

ditional steps to reduce tensions” in
line with understandings reached by
the Armenian and Azerbaijani presi-
dents at their October 2017 meeting
held in Geneva.

“The Co-Chairs also call upon
the Sides to refrain from inflammatory
statements and provocative actions,”
they added in a joint statement.

It was not clear whether they
referred to Azerbaijani President Ilham
Aliyev’s fresh declaration to the effect

Continued on page4
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Yerevan Blasts Aliyev’s Fresh Claims About
‘Azeri Lands’ in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia
accused Azerbaijan’s President [lham
Aliyev on Friday of undermining inter-
national efforts to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflictafter he again claimed
that Yerevan and other parts of Arme-
nia are “historic Azerbaijani lands.”

Aliyev pledged to “return
Azerbaijanis” to Yerevan, Armenia’s
southeastern Syunik province also known
as Zangezur, and the area around Lake
Sevan when he addressed a pre-election
congress of his Yeni Azerbayacan party
on Thursday.

“We must not and will not forget
about our historic lands,” he said. “This
must determine our future activity,
and we are already working in that
direction. Our historic lands are the
Yerevan Khanate, Zangezur and
Geycha.”

“This is our strategic goal and we
must gradually move closer to achiev-
ing this goal,” he declared.

Aliyev has repeatedly made simi-
lar statements in the past. In 2014, for
instance, he stated that Baku will even-
tually gain control of not only Karabakh
but also parts of the “fascist” Arme-
nian state which he said had been
created on “historic Azerbaijanilands.”

Officials in Yerevan were quick
to condemn his latest remarks. Eduard
Sharmazanov, the spokesman for the
ruling Republican Party of Armenia
(HHK), lashed out at the “Azerbaijani
sultan” later on Thursday, comparing
him to Adolf Hitler.

“Before talking of historic lands
you have to have a history of state-
hood, and the Azerbaijani state is not
even 100 years old,” Sharmazanov
told reporters. The birthplace of
Azerbaijanis and other Turkic peoples

is Central Asia, not Armenia, he said.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry,
for its part, said Aliyev’s statement
amounted to territorial claims to Arme-
nia. It also demonstrated “the racist
essence of the ruling regime in Baku,” a
ministry spokesman was quoted by the
Russian RBC news agency as saying.

President Serzh Sarkisian like-
wise mentioned “the latest statements
coming from Baku” when he met on
Friday with U.S., Russian and French
diplomats seeking to broker a peaceful
solution to the Karabakh conflict. Ac-
cording to his press office, Sarkisian
said they highlight Baku’s reluctance
to embrace a settlement advanced by
the international mediators. Aliyev is
also defying the mediators’ calls for
preparing the Armenian and Azerbaijani
societies for peace, he said.

A statement by the office also
said the three co-chairs of the OSCE
Minsk Group briefed the Armenian
leader on their talks with Aliyev held in
Baku on Wednesday. It gave no de-
tails. The mediators are due to proceed
to Karabakh this weekend.

Archbishop Karekin Bekjian Leaves Istanbul

Archbishop Karekin Bekjianan is
leaving Istanbul after the Governor’s
Office cancelled the elections of the
Armenian Patriarch. In a farewell mes-
sage Archbishop Bekjian said that his
arrival in Turkey was a desire to end
the transition period of nine years and
to contribute to the Patriarchate’s le-
gitimate administration.”

“I was convinced that it would
be enough to act faithfully and consci-
entiously on this subject, and that our
Church and our Patriarch’s choice
would succeed. I understand how
wrong [ am right now,” Bekeiyan said.

“When I came to the office, I
faced astonishing facts. The most im-
portant of these was the fact that from
the first day the election process could
not proceed in compliance with trans-
parent, fair and fair election rules,” the
Archbishop said

“Another problem that I encoun-
tered was that the religious and civi-
lized people, who had strong will, who
knew the values ??of our history and
our community, had lost a lot in com-
parison with the previous periods in
Istanbul,” he added.

“Dear brothers and sisters, re-
cent events did not happen in a day.
Unfortunately, this outcome, which
seems to have targeted me, is actually
intended to sabotage the 85th Patriar-

chal Election and is a product of a
fairly long and planned campaign. This
campaign started from the very first
day of my election as the Locum Ten-
ens. Dark campaigns reached very
ugly dimensions. I’m afraid that this
attitude will even aggravate and fur-
ther corrupt our society,” Karekin
Bekciyan said.

The Archbishop said he hopes
the experience will help the society
make a better assessment of the situa-
tion and get a closer, better under-
standing of the characteristics of those
who govern the society.

Karekin Bekjian said that although
unwillingly, he has to leave Istanbul
after the letter of the Turkish Ministry
of Interior.

“Conlflict is not in my nature. My
presence should not challenge new
adversities for any reason and in any
way in the Armenian community, which
has already suffered a lot,” he added.

Archbishop Bekjian said he will
be praying for Patriarch Mesrop
Mutafyan, his dear mother Mari
Mutafyan and the beloved brothers
and sisters.

On Friday the religious council of
the Armenian Patriarchate of Istanbul de-
cided to go along with the ruling of the
Istanbul Governor and reinstate Arch-
bishop Aram Ateshianasthe General Vicar.

Erdogan Claims Turkish Republic is
Continuation of Ottomans

ISTANBUL — The Republic of
Turkey is a continuation of the Otto-
man Empire, Recep Tayyip Erdogan
said on February 10, Hurriyet daily
news reports.

“The Republic of Turkey, just
like our previous states that are a con-
tinuation of one another, is also a
continuation of the Ottomans,”
Erdogan said in remarks he made dur-
ing a commemoration ceremony to
mark the centenary of the death of
Ottoman Sultan Abdulhamid IT at the
Yildiz Palace in Istanbul.

“Of course, the borders have
changed. Forms of government have
changed... Butthe essence is the same,
soul is the same, even many institu-
tions are the same.”

Erdogan added this is why Sultan
Abdulhamid is one of the “most impor-
tant, most visionary and most strate-
gic minded” individual that made his

mark in recent 150 years.

Erdogan also criticized those with
“bigoted” viewpoints about Sultan
Abdulhamid. “Some people insistently
try to start this country’s history from
1923. Some unrelentingly try to break
us from our roots and ancient values,”
he added.

Sultan Abdulhamid II and was
the 34th sultan of the Ottoman Empire.
He was called the Red Sultan for the
atrocities that were committed during
his rule specially targeting the Arme-
nians of the Ottoman Empire.

He gave Hamidiye irregulars and
Kurdish gangs free rein to attack Ar-
menians, confiscating stores of grain,
foodstuffs, and driving off livestock,
killing the populations, kidnapping and
raping the women. As a result of such
violence, 300,000 Armenians were
killed in what became known as the
Hamidian massacres.

Yerevan Council Session Marred By Violence

YEREVAN -- A session of
Yerevan’s municipal council descended
into chaos on Tuesday as three of its
female opposition members scuffled
with pro-government colleagues while
trying to stage an unusual protest
against Mayor Taron Markarian.

Zaruhi Postanjian, an outspoken
opposition politician, and two other
council members representing her
Yerkir Tsirani party brought to the
council auditorium glass containers
filled with sewage collected from a
damaged sewer pipe in the city’s
Nubarashen suburb. A group of angry
local residents blocked a road there on
Monday to demand that municipal au-
thorities quickly fix the problem.

Shortly after the regular session
gotunderway, two Yerkir Tsirani coun-
cilors put on gloves, took up the foul-
smelling containers and walked to-
wards the assembly podium occupied
by Markarian to present him with what
they called a “gift from Nubarashen
residents.” They were confronted by a
group of angry councilors represent-
ing the ruling Republican Party of Ar-
menia (HHK).

The two sides scuffled and
shouted insults at each other in ensu-
ing chaotic scenes. Members of Yelk,
a less radical opposition group also
represented in the council, tried in vain
to separate them.

One of the Yerkir Tsirani coun-
cilors, Marina Khachatrian, slapped a
male colleague from the HHK, Edmond
Kirakosian, after being jostled by him.

Kirakosian slapped Khachatrian in the
face while another HHK member pulled
her hair in response. Another govern-
ment loyalist grabbed her around the
waist and forcibly dragged her away
moments later.

The two other women were also
forced out of the council room before
Markarian interrupted the session. The
mayor’s allies defended the use of
force against them. One of them, Naira
Nahapetian, claimed that the Yerkir
Tsirani action was an “attack on Taron
Markarian.”

“We too condemn the use of
force and nobody can use force here,”
the mayor said for his part.

Postanjian and her two associates
remained defiant when the session re-
sumed after the emergency break in the
presence of police officers called in by
Markarian. By contrast, journalists were
barred from returning to the chamber
without any clear explanation.

“That foul smell will accompany
you wherever you go,” Postanjian told
the pro-government majority. “Even your
expensive perfume and cognac won’t
save you. You can’t suffocate from foul
smell. But you must be poisoned. We are
going to poison your lives.”

Yerkir Tsirani won 5 seats in
Yerevan’s 65-member council in mu-
nicipal elections held in May. The party
setup a year ago effectively lost two of
those seats as a result of defections.
Postanjian and the two other women
have frequently clashed with Markarian
and his allies during council sessions.



Massis Weekly

February 17, 2018

“Armin T. Wegner, the Righteous German
Soldier” A talk by Maurice Missak Kelechian

MISSION HILLS, CA — Ararat-
Eskijian Museum, present “Armin T.
Wegner, the Righteous German Sol-
dier” a talk by Maurice Missak
Kelechian Independent researcher.
Sunday February 18, 2018, at 4:00 PM
Ararat-Eskijian Museum/Sheen Chapel,
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission
Hills, Calif., 91345.

Armin T. Wegner, whose photo-
graphic collection documents condi-
tions in Armenian deportation camps
in 1915-1916, was born in Germany in
1886. At the outbreak of World War I,
he enrolled as a volunteer nurse in
Poland during the winter of 1914-
1915, and was decorated with the Iron
Cross for assisting the wounded under
fire. In April 1915, following the mili-
tary alliance of Germany and Turkey,
he was sent to the Middle East as a
member of the German Sanitary Corps.
Between July and August, he used his
leave to investigate the rumors about
the Armenian massacres that had
reached him from several sources. In
the autumn of the same year, with the
rank of second-lieutenant in the reti-
nue of Field Marshal von der Goltz,
commander of the 6th Ottoman army
in Turkey, he traveled through Asia
Minor.

Mr. Kelechian’s presentation will
focus on Armin Theophil Wegner and
his motivations to pursue the Arme-
nian cause from 1915 until his death in
1978. He will address a number of
questions, including: Why did he risk
his life by taking forbidden photos of
Armenians? Besides the two dozen

known Armenian Genocide photo-
graphs, were there additional photos?
Do any of Wegner’s books, ostensibly
burned by the Nazis, survive? Also,
Kelechian will present for the first time
newly uncovered correspondences
between Wegner and a German lady
who was living in Lebanon and mar-
ried to an Armenian man.

Maurice Missak Kelechian is an
Electrical Engineer with extensive ex-
perience with key U.S. Department of
Defense global logistics operations.
He is an independent investigative re-
searcher passionate about finding un-
told stories of courageous expressions
and service to humanity by the U.S.
government, its people, and Near East
Relief organization that became the
catalyst for the survival of hundreds of
thousands of Armenian victims be-
tween 1915-1930.

Admission free. For more infor-
mation contact (747) 500-7585 or
Eskijian@Ararat-eskijian-
museum.com

“Van 1915: The Great Events of
Vasbouragan” by Ara Sarafian

FRESNO — Ara Sarafian, direc-
tor of the London-based Gomidas In-
stitute, will present a lecture entitled
“Van 1915: The Great Events of
Vasbouragan” at 7:30PM on Friday,
February 23, 2018, in the University
Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191. The presentation is
part of the Spring Lecture Series of the
Armenian Studies Program. The Leon
S. Peters Foundation is a co-sponsor
of the event.

Van 1915: The Great Events of
Vasbouragan is the most detailed re-
port on what happened to Armenians
in the Ottoman province of Van in
1915. It was published in Yerevan in
1917 and remains one of the most
important works ever published on the
Armenian Genocide. A-Do [Hovhannes
Ter Martirosian] personally interviewed
eye-witnesses, described key incidents
in harrowing details, and gave a sober
analysis of what had happened. He
pinpointed April 16,1915 as the begin-
ning of genocidal attacks against Ar-
menians.

However, A-Do also related how
Armenians were not passive victims
and defended themselves in many
places, most notably in the city of Van
and Shadakh. Much of this book is a
blow by blow account of the actual
fighting that took place.

A-Do’s report also covered the
formation of a provisional Armenian

A-Do

VAN 1915

THE GREAT EVENTS OF VASBOURAGAN

pation of this region, as well as the
great exodus of Armenians to the
Caucasus when the Russians with-
drew.

In his presentation at Fresno
State, historian Ara Sarafian will intro-
duce A-Do’s work in its broader histo-
riographical context, before focusing
on some of the critical details at hand.
His presentation will include photo-
graphs, maps, and diagrams that bring
A-Do’s work alive.

Ara Sarafian is an Armenian his-
torian specializing in the late Ottoman
Empire and modern Turkey . He was a
founding director of the Gomidas In-
stitute and is its current director. He
has edited and written critical intro-

Communities Across the U.S. Mobilize to
Bring ‘Intent to Destroy’ to Theaters

LOS ANGE-
LES — Joe
Berlinger’s docu-
mentary Intent to
Destroy, a film-
within-a film that
centers on the Ar-
menian Genocide [0 °
was a critical favor-
ite at last year’s
Tribeca and Hot
Docs film festivals.
The film also won
best documentary at
the Arpa Interna-
tional Film Festival
held last November.
Intent to Destroy
was shown theatri-
cally with limited

A Joe Berlinger Film

Intent to Destroy

Death, Denial & Depiction

screenings in New
York, Los Angeles, Boston and San
Francisco. Gathr Films is expanding
the release with one-night-only event
screenings through its crowd-sourced
theatrical distribution platform Theat-
rical On Demand.

Produced by Survival Pictures
(The Promise), RadicalMedia, and
Third Eye Motion Picture Company
in association with Bloom Project,
Berlinger’s 13th feature-length docu-
mentary embeds history with the
story of director Terry George’s ex-
ploration of the Genocide through
his film The Promise. That includes
the subsequent campaign launched
by genocide deniers.

The film shines a light on the
Armenian Genocide — whose wit-
nesses and descendants are still fight-
ing to be officially acknowledged as
such by the international community
including the United States: how it was
carried out during World War I as the
reign of the Ottoman Empire drew to a
close, and how it laid the groundwork
for the genocides that followed.
Berlinger interviews historians, schol-
ars, and high-profile filmmakers in his
exploration of the tangled web of re-
sponsibility that has driven a century
of denial by the Turkish government
and its strategic allies.

Berlinger has won two Emmys
and has been nominated in the feature
doc category for an Oscar. His work
includes Brother’s Keeper, the Para-
dise Losttrilogy, and Metallica: Some
Kind of Monster.

Theatrical On Demand® allows
individuals the opportunity to orga-
nize and promote screenings of Intent
to Destroy in movie theaters across
the country. With Theatrical On De-
mand®, you can bring this film to
your local movie theater. You just
pick the date, time, and theater where
you want to host your screening.
Gathr Films will set everything up for
you at no cost. All you have to do is

promote the film and get people to
reserve tickets.

Theatrical On Demand®
screenings can only happen if a mini-
mum number of people reserve tick-
ets before a screening expires. Movie
Captains, who organize these screen-
ings, have anywhere from 5 weeks
to 4-months to promote the film in
their city and get enough people to
reserve tickets before the screening
expires.

Onevery screening page, you’ll
find an update that shows you the
number of current reservations, the
number of additional reservations
needed to tip the screening, as well
as how much time remains before
that screening request expires. When
enough people reserve tickets to a
screening before time expires, the
screening takes place. If the mini-
mum number of reservations is not
met, the screening does not take
place and nobody is charged.

Anyone can Captain a movie
screening, whether you’re an indi-
vidual, an organization, or social club.
Nonprofits can also add a feature that
allows ticket purchasers to make an
optional donation to their organization.

You can help bring Intent to
Destroy to a theater near you by
hosting your own screening and
spreading the word. Intent to De-
stroy is an experience, and the full
meaning and value of this film can
only be experienced in a high-quality
cinema with abigscreen, great sound,
and large audience. This film is dedi-
cated to the estimated 1.5 million
victims of the Armenian Genocide,
and to all victims of mass slaughter
around the world. May their suffer-
ing never be forgotten.

You may set up a screening by
visiting: http://gathr.us/films/intent-
to-destroy/new-screening-request/t/
itdgo or by emailing Haig Boyadjian
at haigboyadjian@yahoo.com

ductions to several of the institute’s
publications.

Van 1915: The Great Events of
Vasbouragan will be available for sale
at the presentation.

The lecture is free and open to
the public. Free parking is available in
Fresno State Lots P6 and P5, near the
University Business Center, Fresno

State. Parking permits are not needed
for the Friday evening lecture.

For more information about the
lecture please contact the Armenian
Studies Program at 278-2669, visit
our website at www.fresnostate.edu/
armenianstudies or visit our Facebook
page at
@ArmenianStudiesFresnoState.
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Armenian Genocide Commemoration
to Be Held in Times Square on April 22nd

NEW YORK — On Sunday, April
22, 2018 from 2-4 pm, thousands will
gather in Times Square (43rd St. &
Broadway) to commemorate the 103rd
anniversary commemoration of the Ar-
menian Genocide (Medz Yeghern), the
first genocide of the 20th century. In
recognition of Genocide Awareness
Month in April, Holocaust Remembrance
Day (Yom HaShoah) will also be com-
memorated, along with other genocides
committed in contemporary history.

This powerful event, free and open
to the public, will honor the 1.5 million
Armenians who were massacred by the
Young Turk Government of the Otto-
man Empire and the millions of victims
of genocide worldwide. Speakers will
include well-known artists, politicians,
academics and humanitarians. Armen
McOmber, Esq. and Professor Nvair
Beylerian, Co-Director of the Center for
Peace, Justice, Reconciliation at Bergen
Community College, will preside over
the program, the theme of which is
“Truth, Justice and Recognition.”

“These killings, which were la-
beled crimes against humanity and civi-
lization at the time, exactly fit the defini-
tion of the word genocide, which was
coined by Raphael Lemkin, a Polish-
Jewish lawyer in 1943,” said Dr. Dennis
Papazian, Founding Director of the Ar-
menian Research Center at the Univer-
sity of Michigan-Dearborn. “In the long
run, Turkish recognition of the Arme-
nian Genocide is critical, since Turkey is
the responsible successive government
of the Ottoman Empire.”

The commemoration arrives on the
heels of the newly published book, Killing
Orders, by Turkish historian Dr. Taner
Akcam, who has pieced together docu-
ments from trials that emerged from the
Armenian Genocide, which he refers to as
the “smoking gun” and hopes it will “re-
move the last brick in the denialist wall.”

“My firm belief as a Turk is that

democracy and human rights in Turkey
can only be established by facing history
and acknowledging historic wrongdo-
ings,” said Dr. Akcam in a recent New
York Times interview titled, “Sherlock
Holmes of Armenian Genocide Uncov-
ers Lost Evidence.”

The Astghikner Vocal Ensemble
of the St. Gregory the Illuminator Mis-
sion Parish of Brooklyn, New York, will
sing the Armenian and American an-
thems, kicking off a program that pays
homage to the lives lost to genocide and
invigorating efforts towards worldwide
recognition.

“The international community
needs to not only recognize the Arme-
nian Genocide but shine a light on its
history for all to see,” said Beylerian.
“Acknowledge it, study it, talk about it
and emphasize to the world how easily
the horrors repeat themselves over and
over and over again.”

The 103rd Armenian Genocide
Commemoration is organized by the
Mid-Atlantic chapters of the Knights &
Daughters of Vartan (www.kofv.org),
aninternational Armenian fraternal orga-
nization headquartered in the United
States, and co-sponsored by the Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union
(www.agbu.org), the Armenian Assem-
bly of America (www.aaainc.org), the
Armenian National Committee of
America (www.anca.org), the Arme-
nian Council of America and the Arme-
nian Democratic League — Ramgavars.

Participating organizations include
the Diocese of the Armenian Church of
America, Prelacy of the Armenian Church
of America, Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America, Armenian Catholic
Eparchy for U.S. and Canada, the Arme-
nian Church Youth Organization of
America(ACYOA), the Armenian Youth
Federation (AYF-YOARF), Armenian
youth organizations and university Ar-
menian clubs.

Presidential Candidate Armen Sarkissian

Continued from page 1

but if Armen Sarkissian agrees to be
nominated, the SDHP’s position re-
garding his candidacy would be sup-
portive.

According to Narek Galstyan,
the scope of powers granted to the
President by the Constitution, as well
as the persona and charisma of Armen
Sarkissian will benefit Armenia’s de-
velopment.

Vartanants Celebration in Fowler
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA - The
Feast of Saints Vartanantz was com-
memorated at the St. Gregory the Illu-
minator Armenian Church in Fowler
with the participation of the area Ar-
menian Churches, their clergy and
congregations on Thursday, February
8,

The Divine Liturgy celebrated by
Der Kevork Arakelian, visiting priest
of Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian
Church of Reedley, was assisted by
altar servers from the area churches.
Badveli Mgo Mekredijian, associate
pastor of First Armenian Presbyterian
Church of Fresno, presented the scrip-
ture reading of the day, Hayr Soorp
Dajad Ashekian, parish priest of Holy
Trinity Armenian Church of Fresno,
chanted the Gospel of the day, Der
Vartan Kasparian, visiting priest of
Sts. Sahag-Mesrob Armenian Church
of Reedley, presented the Holy Chal-
ice, with Der Zaven Markosyan, par-
ishpriest of St. Mary Armenian Church
of Yettem, conducting the confession.

Host parish priest, Der Yeghia
Hairabedian, of St. Gregory Armenian
Church of Fowler, welcomed all wor-
shipers, clergy, and members of the
Knights and Daughters of Vartan.
Spiritual messages were presented by
Der Yessai Bedros, parish priest of St.
Paul Armenian Church of Fresno, and
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Photo credit: Alain Ekmalian

Badveli Nerses Balabanian, senior pas-
tor of Pilgrim Armenian Congrega-
tional Church of Fresno, in Armenian
and English respectively.

As an introduction to the Civic
Program which followed the Divine
Liturgy, Der Yeghia said, “I am most
pleased to have enjoyed the spiritual
enrichment of our worship service as
our traditional manner in which we
commemorate the Holy Vartanantz
Feast. Now it is my pleasure to com-
mence tonight’s program by inviting
first of all, the Commander of the
Knights of Vartan Yeprad Lodge,
Sbarabed Ara Karkazian, to offer his
words of welcome.”

Featured  speaker  Mark
Poochigian, Esq., eloquently high-
lighted the episode of the Battle of
Vartanantz and of Commander Vartan
and his courageous companions.
Poochigian emphasized that techni-
cally the battle was lost; however, in
reality the war to protect and keep our
Christian faith was not only won, but
remains as an everlasting victory to
this day.

The evening came to a conclu-
sion with a reception of an abundant
table of food and pastries in Armenian
Style, hosted by the Knights and Daugh-
ters of Vartan, in the Church’s
Markarian Hall.

Minsk Group Co-Chairs

Continued frompage 1

that Yerevan and other parts of Arme-
niaare “historic Azerbaijanilands” and
that Baku will strive to “return
Azerbaijanis” to those areas. Armenian
leaders used the statement to again call
into question Aliyev’s commitment to
a compromise peace deal.

Aliyevmade the claims on Febru-
ary 8 at a pre-election congress of his
Yeni Azerbaycan party held the day
after he met with the visiting co-chairs.
The latter proceeded to Yerevan for
similar talks with President Serzh
Sarkisian. They met with Karabakh’s
leadership during an ensuing trip to
Stepanakert.

“The Co-Chairs reiterate their
commitment to helping the Sides find
apeaceful solution to the conflict based
on the core principles of the Helsinki
Act, including the non-use of force,
territorial integrity, and the equal rights
and self-determination of peoples,” read
their statement.

“The Co-Chairs welcomed the
parties' expressed intention to con-
tinue intensive negotiations, taking into

account the current electoral period,”
it added.

Armenian officials maintain that
further progress in the talks is con-
tingent on Baku honoring confidence-
building agreements that were
reached at the previous Armenian-
Azerbaijani summits held in 2016.
Those agreements call for the de-
ployment of more OSCE observers
in the conflict zone and international
investigations of truce violations
regularly happening there.

The mediators said that at their
latest meetings in Baku, Yerevan and
Stepanakert they “underscored the
importance of fulfilling, in good faith,
all commitments undertaken during
the October 2017 Summit in Geneva
and at previous summits, in particular,
Vienna and St. Petersburg.”

They also revealed that they toured
“specific locations” in five of the seven
districts around Karabakh that were
fully or partly controlled by Karabakh
Armenian forces during the 1991-1994
war. The statement gave no reasons
for the mediating troika’s rare trip to
those areas.
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ALAN CHATMAN
PIANIST

VATCHE MANKERIAN
PIANIST

KAREN BENJAMIN
VOCALIST

ARPY AINTABLIAN
SOPRANO

FOR TICKETS & INFO conTACT: DONATION $35
Nat Nehdar: 626-437-1354 nnehdar@aol.com

Vahe Atchabahian: 626-354-5924 vamedia@yahoo.com
0-MINUTE FREE PARKING VALIDATTON

oL C

L
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE
THE HOLOCAUST

AND SLAVERY

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

CHRISTIAN SHAHNAZARIAN

SUNDAY, MARCH 25, 2018

300 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite 200, Pasadena, CA 91101

Refreshments e Hora D'ocuvres
Social Hour 2:00-3:00pm e Concert 3:00-5:00pm

YIN YIN HUANG

DEDICATED TO

ALLISONNE CRAWFORD

PIANIST VOCALIST

LING YAN
CELLIST

JONATHAN WEI
VIOLINIST
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