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Azerbaijan Protests Artsakh President’s
Upcoming Washington Visit

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14 | CHOB 421
11:00 AM MEETING WITH PRESIDENT SAHAKYAN
12:00 PM - 130 PM LUNCHEON AND AWARD PRESENTATION

MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ARE INVITED TO OFFER REMARKS

BAKU -- Azerbaijan’s Foreign Min-
istry has summoned US Ambassador to
the country Robert Cekuta in connection
with Nagorno Katabakh President Bako
Sahakyan’s visit to Washington and an
event expected to be held in the US
Congress, Hikmat Hajiyev, spokesman
for Azerbaijan’s Foreign Ministry has
said, Azeri media report.

Hajiyev said that Ambassador
Cekuta received a note of protest, sent
by Azerbaijan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairsto the U.S. Department of State.

"The note says that getting an
American visa on an Armenian pass-
port and entering the US on the basis
of" unreliable "information provided
by Bako Sahakyan, a resident of the
city of Khankendi (Stepanakert red.),

Permission to conduct events promot-
ing the regime in relevant US institu-
tions and aimed at on the collection of
finance in the US in support of the
"occupation of territories," contradict
the norms and principles of interna-
tional law, the relevant resolutions of
the UN Security Council, bilateral docu-
ments signed between Azerbaijan and
the United States , and the US official
position.

Azerbaijan’s ambassador to the
US also held a meeting at the State
Department to express the Azerbaijani
side’s protest, the spokesman added.

“As aresponse to such behavior
of the US, Azerbaijan will proceed
from the principle of reciprocity in
relations with the US,” Hajiyev stressed.

Armenia, EU Have Never Been Closer,
Says Mogherini

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia
and the European Union have never
been closer than today, High Repre-
sentative of the European Union for
Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Federica Mogherini said in a video
address to participants of the Euro-
pean Planning Meeting being held in
Yerevan these days.

The annual event held in the Ar-
menian capital for the first time has
brought together 220 youth workers
from 24 European countries.

“I know this is the first time that
you hold your annual meeting in this
partof Europe. And the moment you’ve
chosen is just perfect,” Mogherini,
who is also vice-president of the Euro-
pean Commission, said in her address
to the young people.

“Last November we had a very
important summit in Brussels with our
six partners in Eastern Europe, and
with Armenia, in particular, we signed
three groundbreaking agreements. We
signed a new partnership agreement
that we hope can make the lives of our
citizens much easier both in Armenia
and the European Union.

“For instance, if you are a young
Armenian engineer, it will be much
easier for you to work inside the Euro-
pean Union and vice versa. Armenian
universities will now have access to
the European Union’s programs for
research and innovation that is the
biggest international research program
in the world. We also signed new
agreements to improve connections

Continued on page4

MP Garo Paylan Issues Inquiry to Turkey's
Interior Minister on Christian Church Attack

ANKARA -- [stanbul-Armenian
Member of Turkish Parliament Garo
Paylan from the Peoples' Democratic
Party (HDP) has sent an inquiry to
interior minister Suleyman Soylu re-
garding the attack on a Christian Catho-
lic Church in Trabzon, Bianet reports.

In the inquiry the MP touched
upon the previous attacks on the church
which. He mentioned the 2006 murder
of Catholic priest Andrea Santoro,
which took place in the church.

In 2011 the church received
threats just because the cross on its
dome was illuminated.

Bottles were thrown on the
church, one of them containing a letter
saying: “Either you put down the cross,
or we will”.

Another attack took place after
the failed coup attempt in 2016. A
group of assailants vandalized the
church by throwing stones and break-
ing the windows.

“The events which take place

since 2006 prove that the systematic
attacks on the church are continuing,”
Paylan said.

The MP asked the minister if an
investigation has been launched,
whether or not security measures will
be taken, who are the March 6 attack
suspects.

He also inquired on whether or
not the authorities have taken steps to
ensure the safety of the Christian popu-
lation in Trabzon, which is being at-
tacked since 2006, as well as to pre-
vent hate crimes in Turkey.

Paylan has sent another inquiry
asking to respond to the termination of
the election process of the Armenian
Patriarch by the Istanbul Governor’s
Office.

He said Patriarch Mesrob Mutafyan
has been unable to carry out his mission
for eleven years due to dementia, he
reminded, adding that on March 15,2017
Archbishop Karekin Bekchiyan was
elected as Locum Tenens.

John Evans: Time for International
Community to Welcome Artsakh Into the
Community of Nations

WASHINGTON, DC --Itis time
for the international community to
welcome the Republic of Nagorno-
Karabakh—Artsakh—into the commu-
nity of nations, former US Ambassa-
dor to Armenia John Evans says in an
article titled “Will Trump Ignore a Visit
from the President of Nagorno-
Karabakh?” published by The National.

“In 451 A.D., Armenian war-
riors, having just lost a fierce battle
with the superior Persian Empire, re-
treated into the forests of Artsakh in
the South Caucasus. They had lost the
war, but preserved their Christian faith,
and thus considered it a victory. Arme-
nia was the first nation to embrace
Christianity, in the year 301,” John
Evans writes.

“In 2018, a small but determined
Armenian democratic republic, the
Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh (or
“Artsakh,” as Armenians call it) is
attempting to survive, threatened by a
militarily superior power that wishes
to crush it,” he continues.

Writing ahead of Artskah Presi-
dent Bako Sahakyan’s visit to Washing-
ton this week, John Evans emphasizes
that “he will not be received by the
administration, in part because the United
States is silent on the question of whether
Artsakh should eventually be indepen-
dent of Azerbaijan, to which it was
allocated by Josef Stalin in 1921.”

“Washington does not recognize
Artsakh—in factno country yet does—
but President Sahakyan’s predecessor
who visited in 1999 and 2002 met with
State Department officials at the work-
ing level, and there is an unofficial

representative of Nagorno-Karabakh/
Artsakh resident in Washington. For
this visit, Sahakyan will have to be
content with meetings on the Hill and a
private lunch at the Center for the
National Interest.”

“Leaving aside the fact that
Nagorno-Karabakh legally seceded
from the USSR at the same time as
Armenia and Azerbaijan did, there can
be no doubt that the conflict with the
government in Baku began as an inter-
nal one. It is also true that Armenia
came to the support of its cousins in
Artsakh, as did Armenians from Cali-
fornia and around the world. And it has
to be said that self-determination can
sometimes be exercised within a state,
as Quebec has chosen to do within
Canada. But when the “parent” state
employs violence against what it con-
siders its citizens, it forfeits its right to
rule over them, and there arises the
question of what has been termed “re-
medial secession,” John Evans writes.
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Father of Three Detained by ICE
Awaits Deportation

Over eight months ago on June
27,Jacques Mirachian, a father of three
with no criminal background was ar-
rested and detained by I.C.E. agents in
Farmington, MI as he was driving home
from picking up his children from
school. Jacques was handcuffed and
detained as his family watched on the
front lawn. He was transferred to vari-
ous detention centers across the Mid-
west where he awaits deportation to
Lebanon in a few weeks.

Very little information has been
provided to the family by I.C.E., in-
cluding a definitive timeframe on
Jacques’ final deportation date. In an
effort to raise funds for high legal
costs, loss of income due to Jacques
arrest and living costs for when he
reaches Lebanon, the family has cre-
ated a Go Fund Me page with a goal of
twenty five thousand dollars.

Like many others, Jacques es-
caped the civil war in Lebanon 30
years ago when he immigrated to the
United States as a teenager with his
parents. He attended high school in
Hollywood, worked hard to establish a
new life, married his wife and raised
three children.

His daughter Sarinne, who has
created the Go Fund Me page de-
scribes her father as a kind, caring and
light-hearted man. “He has an infec-
tious personality that everyone in his
life gravitates towards,” stated Sarinne.
“Anyone who knows him would tell
you what a great guy he is and how he
always put the needs of others in front
of his.”

The Go Fund Me Page is at the
following link: https://
www.gofundme.com/support-father-
of-3-being-deported

Armenian NGOs Call for Jailed
Oppositionist’s Release

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)— About
three dozen Armenian nongovern-
mental organizations have called on
the authorities to immediately stop
the “political persecution” against
Andrias Ghukasian and release the
opposition activist who has been in
jail for more than a year and a half for
his alleged role in the standoff be-
tween pro-opposition gunmen and
security forces.

Ghukasian, a 47-year-old former
presidential candidate who has been a
member of the radical opposition New
Armenia movement, is now on trial on
charges of aiding Sasna Tsrer group
members who seized and held for two
weeks a police station in Yerevan in
July 2016 demanding President Serzh
Sarkisian’s resignation.

The oppositionist was one of the
organizers of demonstrations held in
support of the gunmen affiliated with a
fringe opposition group. The charges
leveled against him stem from one of
those rallies that was organized on July
29,20161in Yerevan’s Sari Tagh neigh-
borhood close to the besieged police
base.

Riotpolice used tear gas and stun
grenades to disperse the protesters
after they refused to march back to the
city center. Several organizers of the
protest were arrested and charged with
provoking “mass disturbances.” All of
them except Ghukasian were subse-
quently released from custody. Inves-

tigators said Ghukasian planned to have
the protesters break through a police
cordon, join the gunmen and thus pro-
long their standoff with security forces,
which left three police officers dead.
The opposition activist denies the ac-
cusations as politically motivated.

The court refused to grant
Ghukasian bail as the presiding judge
turned down his request as “un-
founded,” prompting strong criticism
from the defendant and his lawyer.

In a joint statement issued on
Monday the Armenian organizations,
including the Asparez club of journal-
ists, the Armenian Helsinki Associa-
tion, the Union of Informed Citizens,
the Vanadzor office of the Helsinki
Citizens’ Assembly, the Yerevan Press
Club and others expressed their “strong
concern and indignation at the con-
tinuing political persecution” against
Ghukasian.

“Local and international organi-
zations have repeatedly raised the is-
sue and registered that the authorities
‘punish’ Andrias Ghukasian for his
political views. However, these as-
sessments continue to be ignored not
only by the Armenian authorities, but
also by international organizations co-
operating with the Armenian authori-
ties,” the statement of the organiza-
tions reads.

During bail hearings Ghukasian
refused to terminate his opposition
activities if he were released.
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Rep. Schiff Submits Statement to
Congressional Record Honoring Victims of
Sumgait Pogrom

WASHINGTON, DC - Last
week, Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), Vice-
Chair of the Congressional Armenian
Caucus, submitted a statement to the
Congressional Record honoring the
lives of those lost in the pogrom thirty
years ago.

Schiff’s full statement is below:

“Mr. Speaker, I rise to com-
memorate the 30th anniversary of the
pogrom against the Armenian residents
of the town of Sumgait, Azerbaijan.
On February 27 1988, and for three
days following, Azerbaijani mobs as-
saulted and killed Armenians. The vio-
lence left hundreds of Armenian civil-
ians dead and injured, women and girls
were raped, and some victims were
burned alive. Thousands were forced
to flee their homes, leaving behind
their belonging.

“The pogroms came about as the
result of years of vicious, racist anti-
Armenian propaganda by Azerbaijani
authorities, dehumanizing Armenians.
Azerbaijan authorities made little effort
to punish those responsible, instead
attempting to cover up the atrocities in
Sumgait to this day, and denying the
government role in instigating the kill-
ings. Indeed, even today, racist propa-
ganda against Armenia and Armenians
is prevalent in Azerbaijan.

“The assault on ethnic Armenian
civilians in Sumgait helped touch off
what would become a direct conflict

between Armenia and Azerbaijan which
took thousands of lives and dislocated
millions more. The anniversary of
Sumgait is a reminder of the conse-
quences when aggression and hatred
grow unchecked.

“Mr. Speaker, this April we will
mark the 103rd Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide, an event the Turk-
ish government, Azerbaijan’s closest
ally, goes to great lengths to deny. We
must not let such crimes against hu-
manity go unrecognized, whether they
occurred yesterday or 30 years ago or
100 years ago. Today, let us pause to
remember the victims of the atrocities
of the Sumgait pogroms. Mr. Speaker,
it is our moral obligation to condemn
crimes of hatred and to remember the
victims, in hope that history will not be
repeated.”

Armenia, Lebanon PMs Discuss Perspectives

of Economic Cooperation

E HaN

BEIRUT -- Prime Minister Karen
Karapetyan arrived in Lebanon on a
two-day official visit. After the official
welcoming ceremony at the Beirut In-
ternational Airport, the Armenian Prime
Minister’s delegation headed for the
Office of Government, where Prime
Minister Karen Karapetyan met with
Lebanese Prime Minister Saad Hariri.

The private meeting between the
Armenian and Lebanese Prime Minis-
ters was followed by the expanded
meeting of the governmental delega-
tions of the two countries.

Karen Karapetyan thanked his
counterpart for the invitation to visit
Lebanon and the warm welcome.
Touching on the possibilities for de-
veloping bilateral economic relations,
Prime Minister Karapetyan said.

The Prime Minister presented his
government’s steps aimed at improv-
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ing Armenia’s business environment.
The Premier also suggested consider-
ing the possibility of establishing joint
ventures in light industry, jewelry,
pharmaceutics and agriculture.

Stressing the importance of de-
veloping multifaceted relationships with
Armenia, Saad Hariri noted that either
Lebanon is a good place for invest-
ment, particularly in infrastructure,
including through public-private part-
nership.

As they discussed the ongoing
cooperation in agriculture, informa-
tion technologies, tourism and culture,
the Armenian and Lebanese Prime Min-
isters expressed willingness to expand
the interactions through joint efforts.

Karen Karapetyan suggested con-
sidering the idea of setting up an Arme-
nian-Lebanese investment fund to fi-
nance joint projects.
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Starz Acquires Armenian Genocide
Documentary “Intent to Destroy”

LOS ANGELES -- The docu-
mentary "Intent to Destroy: Death,
Denial & Depiction" by Joe Berlingeris
among eight exclusive first-run docu-
mentaries acquired by premium cable
and satellite television network Starz,
the Lionsgate company announced on
Thursday, March 8, Deadline reports.

“We are acquiring an eclectic
slate of documentaries that not only
strategically align with Starz Original
series but also present engaging sub-
jects, provocative conflicts and au-
thentic storytelling,” said C. Brett
Marottoli, Head of Program Acquisi-
tions for Starz.

Director Joe Berlinger embeds
himself on the epic film set of Terry
George’s The Promise (2016) to take
an unwavering look at the Armenian
Genocide. Historians, scholars and
filmmakers come together in
Berlinger’s cinematic exploration of
the tangled web of responsibility that
has driven a century of denial by the
Turkish government and its strategic
allies.

"Intent to Destroy" (2017) is a
timely reckoning with the large-scale
suppression of a historical tragedy.
Berlinger confronts the fraught task of

Intent to Destroy

Death, Deniaf & Depiction

cide — whose witnesses and descen-
dants are still fighting to be officially
acknowledged as such by the interna-
tional community — how it was carried
out during World War I as the reign of
the Ottoman Empire drew to a close,
and how it laid the groundwork for the
genocides that followed.

“Intent to Destroy: Death, Denial
& Depiction” will premiere on April
23, 2018.

Armenian American Museum Hosts
Community Meeting with Capacity Crowd

GLENDALE — More than 300
residents filled the Adult Recreation
Center’s auditorium for a presentation
and discussion on the historic Arme-
nian American Museum project devel-
oping in Glendale. The capacity crowd
expressed its strong support for the
Museum’s mission, program, and lo-
cation.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum will be a cultural campus that
honors our past, recognizes our
present, and builds our future,” stated
Executive Committee Chairman Berdj
Karapetian, who presented the
Museum’s mission and location to
the applauding crowd.

The world class cultural and edu-
cational center will be located in the
heart of Glendale’s Arts & Entertain-
ment District in the reconfigured Down-
town Central Park block. The Museum
will serve as an arts and cultural des-
tination for local residents and visitors
from throughout the region and around
the world.

“The Museum’s inspiring andiconic

design represents the Verdugo Moun-
tains rising to the north of Glendale and
the rock formations and mountain range
found in Armenia,” stated Museum Ar-
chitect Aram Alajajian, who presented the
project’s design and program.

The Museum’s program will fea-
ture a Permanent Exhibition on the
Armenian American experience, tell-
ing the history of Armenia including
the Armenian Genocide and the story
of Armenians living in America. The
Museum will feature Traveling Exhibi-
tions on diverse cultures and subject
matters that will engage broad audi-
ences and serve as a bridge that con-
nects the multicultural community.

The cultural and educational cen-
ter will also feature a Demonstration
Kitchen to learn, share, and experience
diverse cultures through food and cook-
ing traditions, a Performing Arts The-
ater to host exciting performances,
conferences, lectures, and commu-
nity events, and a Learning Center to
provide innovative educational pro-
grams and opportunities for local youth
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Collection of Armenian Genocide Testimony

LOS ANGELES -- USC Shoah
Foundation has received one of the
largest collections of testimonies from
survivors of the Armenian Genocide
that were recorded over decades by
Dr. Richard Hovannisian, a leading
scholar on the World War I-era geno-
cide.

The Richard G. Hovannisian Ar-
menian Genocide Oral History Collec-
tion will officially be announced as a
part of the Visual History Archive at a
ceremony on Friday.

The more than 1,000 interviews
will constitute the largest non-Holo-
caust-related collection to be integrated
into the Institute's Visual History
Archive. It will also be the Archive's
first audio-only collection.

Initially, a pilot of 10 testimonies
—seven in English and three in Arme-
nian—will be available to the public on
March 9 in the Institute's Visual His-
tory Archive. The rest will be added as
they are digitized and indexed to the
high standards used by the Institute.

In addition to the audiotapes re-
corded in a variety of formats, the new
collection includes documents and
photographs corresponding to each
interview, transcripts and translations
that Hovannisian and his students put
together over the years.

The vast majority of the collec-
tion was recorded in Armenian, but up
to 20 percent of the testimonies are in
English; there is a smaller portion of
Turkish and Spanish language inter-
Views.

The son of a genocide survivor,
Hovannisian believes deeply in the
power of testimony as a tool to edu-
cate, combat denial, and communicate
the magnitude of a criminal scheme
that claimed an estimated 1.5 million
Armenian lives. But numbers alone
don't begin to tell the story.

"The figure 'a million and a half’
can roll right over our shoulders," he
said. "But it's different when you take

to its Archive

those individual interviews and start
listening to them one by one. And then
it becomes a million-and-a-half indi-
viduals and the loss of a civilization, of
a way of life, a space where people
lived for more than 3,000 years, and
everything that space contained."

The Institute also houses the Ar-
menian Film Foundation's collection
of Armenian Survivor testimony,
which was fully integrated into the
Visual History Archive in late 2016.

"By adding more context to the
Visual History Archive, we continue to
honor the memories of those whose
lives were needlessly taken," said USC
Shoah Foundation Vinci-Viterbi Ex-
ecutive Director Stephen Smith. "These
voices will help ensure future genera-
tions will learn from those who expe-
rienced the horrors of the Armenian
Genocide."

The Armenian Film Foundation's
collection of testimonies was recorded
by J. Michael Hagopian for the pur-
pose of making documentaries about
one of the earliest genocides of the
20th century. By contrast, Hovannisian,
a professor emeritus of Armenian His-
tory at UCLA, had a more academic
approach. His testimonies typically
exceed an hour and feature a wide
range of questions about the survivor's
entire life history.

Hovannisian, who collected the
testimonies from 1972 to the 2000s,
also interviewed some children and
grandchildren of survivors in the later
years of the project.

Richard Hovannisian was one of
the founders of Armenian Studies as a
discipline in the United States, producing
numerous articles and books that are
considered foundational, while also train-
ing young scholars who went on to
become experts in the study of Armenia
from ancient to modern times. He is
currently professor emeritus at UCLA,
adjunct professor at USC and presiden-
tial fellow at Chapman University.

to learn, engage, and grow.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum will be a valuable addition to the
City of Glendale and I am proud that
our State Legislature has invested $4
million in the historic project,” stated
Senator Anthony J. Portantino. Glen-
dale Mayor Vartan Gharpetian,
Councilmember Zareh Sinanyan, and

representatives from Congressman
Adam Schiff, Assemblymember Laura
Friedman, and Supervisor Kathryn
Barger’s offices were in attendance
at the community meeting. Museum
Co-Chair Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian and members of the
Museum Governing Board were also
present.
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"Faith and Love" is Lark Musical Society's
Celebration of the AMAA Centennial

By Elise Kalfayan

PASADENA, CA - The day af-
ter a gentle rain, sunshine in the
crisp late afternoon lit the scene
perfectly as guests arrived for Lark
Musical Society's celebration con-
cert, "Faith and Love" at Pasadena's
Ambassador Auditorium, Sunday,
March 4, 2018. The program fea-
tured Anton Bruckner's tripartite Te
Deum, a popular thanksgiving hymn
that honors God's work among his
believers, and Beethoven's 9th Sym-
phony with the Chorus "Ode to Joy,"
a masterpiece expressing the human
longing for brotherhood and equal-
ity. It was a joyful and inspiring
celebration of the Armenian Mis-
sionary Association of America's
(AMAA) 100-year legacy of mission
and service.

The AMAA was foundedin 1918
in Worcester, Massachusetts by the
Armenian Evangelicals to send aid
overseas to survivors of the Arme-
nian Genocide in the Near East. Its
work has continued and expanded
since then, now providing humanitar-
ian aid, education, youth programs,
and support for churches and Chris-
tian outreach in 24 countries. AMAA
Executive Director/CEO Zaven
Khanjian honored its founders and
leaders in his program notes, citing
Psalm 135:3 and writing, "Pleasant is
the memory of the early visionaries,
successive leadership and generations
of unsung heroes whose gospel-illu-
minated path and selfless sacrifice led
to miracles in the life of the nation."

AMAA board members joined
directors and staff, supporters, Lark
Musical Society members and sup-
porters, local dignitaries, and a full-
house audience at the magnificent
concert with the express desire to
celebrate the AMAA's work in musi-
cal tribute. Many of the guests came
from local Armenian Evangelical
churches, and have long-standing ties
to the AMAA, and fervent apprecia-
tion for its mission. This was the final
eventof abusy weekend asthe AMAA
Board of Directors held meetings
March 2-3 in the L.A. area, and five
local churches hosted AMAA presen-
tations Sunday morning.

Doris Melkonian, who holds a
Master of Arts in Musicology from
UCLA, delivered a pre-concert lec-
ture. Those arriving early learned that
Bruckner named his work after an
ancient hymn which begins "Thee, O
God, we praise" and he based its text

on the Apostles' Creed.

Beethoven's 9th Symphony is
considered one of the greatest works
in the Western musical tradition.
Melkonian pointed out that the 1st
movement starts with "the void" of the
book of Genesis; while the exuberant
chorus of the 4th movement celebrates
joy, life, and God's divine blessings.
She concluded, "Tonight, as the con-
templative music of Bruckner and
Beethoven transport us upward, we
join in this joyful chorus of praise and
give thanks to God. We praise God for
the miracles and the transformational
work that have taken place through the
programs initiated and sponsored by
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America."

Doors to the hall opened soon
afterward and almost every seat was
filled as Concert Committee Chair Ken
Kevorkian welcomed guests and dig-
nitaries. Rev. Dr. Ara Chakerian, Min-
ister to the Armenian Evangelical Union
of North America blessed the concert
with an invocation.

Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Presi-
dent of the AMAA Board of Direc-
tors, patron of the Lark Musical So-
ciety, and a member of the Lark
Mastersingers, stepped forward to
provide a stirring reflection on the
founding of the Armenian Republic
and the founding of the AMAA in
1918, one century ago:

"For 100 years the AMAA served
Armenian communities in the Diaspora,
and after the disastrous earthquake
that hit Armenia in 1988, the AMAA
extended its activities to the Mother-
land also. Today, as we celebrate the
100th anniversary of the formation of
the AMAA, we are also celebrating the
100th anniversary of the rebirth of the
Armenian nation, the rebirth of hope
for a people who walked in the valley
of the shadow of death, came face to
face with the possibility of total anni-
hilation, but survived."

Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian
led the Lark Orchestra, Lark
Mastersingers, and musical artists
Shoushik Barsoumian (Soprano),
Garineh Avakian (Mezzo-soprano),
Berj Karazian (Tenor), and Abdiel
Gonzalez (Baritone) in a tremendous
and moving musical program that
exceeded even the high expectations
set by the evening's speakers. The
Lark Musical Society, formed and sup-
ported by true artists, routinely excels
in its beautifully curated and produced
programs, and this was no exception.
The performance was a wonderful
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Agbu Hye Geen’s & Young Circle 12th Annual
International Conference

PASADENA -- On Saturday April
7,2018, AGBU Hye Geen and AGBU
Hye Geen’s Young Circle will host
their 12th Annual International Con-
ference entitled “How the Youth Needs
to Impact Our Future.” This signifi-
cantly relevant topic will focus on the
Armenian youth in Southern Califor-
nia, and how the future of Armenia is
dependent on today’s youth.

The Conference will be held at
the AGBU Vatche and Tamar
Manoukian Center, located at 2495
Mountain Street, Pasadena, California
91104. Registration will start promptly
at 9:00 a.m., the conference is sched-
uled to begin at 10:00a.m., lunch will
be served at noon and the event is
scheduled to close at 2:00 p.m.

Four distinguished members of
the community, ranging from profes-
sors to researchers, will each present
asubtopic in which they are experts in.
Each speaker will further understand-
ings of the current state of the Arme-
nian community’s youth in Southern
California. Along with these speakers,
there will also be a panel of youth who
will discuss hot topics regarding the
youth today.

Daniel Fittante, a Candidate of
Philosophy at UCLA in the Department
of Near Eastern Languages and Cul-
tures, will begin the conference with a
discussion on the historical background
ofthe Armenian community in Califor-
nia.

Gegham Mughnetsyan, aresearch
associate at the University of Southern
California of Armenian Studies, will be
the second speaker at the conference,
and he will be introducing and explain-
ing the concepts of race, country, and
citizenship.

The following speaker, Gregory

S. Krikorian, Vice President of the
Glendale Unified School District Board
of Education, will discuss the role of
family, community, and the call of the
motherland.

Videographer and lecturer at Cali-
fornia State University, Northridge,
Richard Chambers will close the con-
ference with a conclusion of finding
and adjusting to the reality of one’s
identity, and a video to end.

At the close of the conference,
there will be a question and answer
period, where the audience is welcome
to bring up any issues that they would
like the speakers to address. Members
of Armenian Student Associations
from different campuses will be in
attendance and actively participate in
the conference.

This conference aims to bring up
issues the Armenian youth in Southern
California are currently facing, and to
give different perspectives on each of
the issues. The Armenian youth of
today are the future of the Armenian
people, and hopefully through this con-
ference, discussions can flow more
easily among generations.

achievement as well a fitting centen-
nial tribute to the AMAA. Multiple
ovations that followed the finale were
well-deserved by all the outstanding
artists and musicians who played in
this program.

Maestro Barsoumian founded the
Lark Musical Society, which includes
aconservatory, musical education pro-
gram for children, the Dilijan Chamber
Series, and other successful musical
and artistic endeavors. The first of
many collaborations with the Lark
Musical Society and the AMAA initi-
ated in 1996 when the Lark Choir was
invited to Paris, France to perform
during the 150th Anniversary Celebra-
tion of the founding of the Armenian
Evangelical Church.

In his concert notes, Maestro
Barsoumian wrote that Lark has a
focus on the cultural work of the
Armenian people, but drew in this
concert from the full canon of West-
ern music. "This seems a fitting emu-
lation of the truly global scale of the
AMAA's mission, with its charitable
efforts rendered worldwide to com-
munities in need, even as it maintains
a focus on enriching the lives, both
spiritual and physical, of Armenians
wherever it can." He concluded, "The
spirit of these masterpieces is the
spirit behind the good works of the
Armenian Missionary Association of
America. Long may they continue to
serve. Long may they spread their
Faith and Love." Amen.

Armenia, EU Have Never Been Closer

Continued frompage 1

between the European Union and Ar-
menia both by plane and on the road.”

In her remarks addressed to the
young participants of the forum in
Yerevan Mogherini stressed that the
EU dreams of “a European continent
where borders are not an obstacle, but
a gateway for young people like you.”

“And we have asked civil society
and civil society organizations in par-
ticular to help us make these agree-

ments truly successful with your sug-
gestions and recommendations,” the
senior EU official said.

The Comprehensive and En-
hanced Partnership Agreement (CEPA)
between the EU and Armenia was
signed by Mogherini and Armenian
Foreign Minister Edward Nalbandian
in Brussels on November 24. The Ar-
menian government approved the 350-
page deal in December and the CEPA’s
approval by the Armenian parliamentis
expected later in March.
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Written by
RAY COONEY

uurs 17-18/24-25, 2018

umnrbL 7-8/14-15

FPLU. dwsk B Bwidwp Uwlnuybwb Yenpnh
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
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A COMEDY IN 1 ACT

g
CAUGHT IN THE NET

Sndutipp Guwnbth £ wwwhnyby / Tickets available at:
3.,.LU P APUUGLEULE / A.G.B.U. OFFICE (626) 794-7942
MGG 3PUSNEL / BERJ BOOKSTORE (818) 244-3830
umrpL GPUSNEL / ABRIL BOOKSTORE (818) 243-4112
ITSMYSEAT.COM/YERGOU

Ununph Lnitp / Donation $30
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Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

MARCH 17-18 / 24-25, 2018
APRIL 7-8 /14-15

A.G.B.U. Vaiche & Tamar Manoukian Center
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104

Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm
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“Education is the road to
equality and citizenship”
- Martin Luther King Jr.

CALIFORNIA
TEACHERS
ASSOCIATION
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Because We Believe Quality Public Schools
Make A Better California For All Of Us

UeSTAImOTeladGIAYSLE
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he steps of the U.S. Capitol after submitting a memarandum for the official recognition of the Republic of Armenia;
Courtesy of the State Archives of Armenia

Celebration of 400 Years of Armenian-American Heritage, 1618 - 2018

The Ararat-Eskijian Museum (AEM), the National Association for Armenian Studies and Research (NAASR),
Project SAVE Armenian Photograph Archives, the Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute (AGMI) in Yere-
van, Armenia, and the California State University Northridge Armenian Studies Program are pleased to
announce an upcoming conference dedicated to the 400th anniversary of the arrival of the first Armenian
to America, ‘"Martin the Armenian’ (Virginia, 1618). This conference will focus on the history and legacy of
the Armenian-American community and its significant accomplishments from very humble beginnings.

Friday, March 16,2018

Master of Ceremonies: Marc A. Mamigonian

Opening Reception 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Featuring Chookasian Folk Ensemble
Program 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM
Joseph Ryland
Performance of his solo play “Sojourners”
Dr. Mary Papazian
Keynote Speaker
Dr. Hayk Demoyan
Unveiling and presentation of his new illustrated book on

Armenian-Americans, “"Armenian Legacy in America: A 400-

Year Heritage”
Peter Musurlian

Screening of short documentary film on Armenian-Americans

in politics
Ludwig Manukian
Staging of Leon Surmelian’s play, “I Ask You, Ladies and
Gentletnen”
Vatche Mankerian (discussion and piano) with
Garineh Avakian (vocals)
Musical presentation of the Art Songs of Alan Hovhaness

Special exhibition featuring Armenian-American
heirlooms and historical artifacts

Location:

Ararat Home of Los Angeles

George Deukmejian Community Center
15105 Mission Hills Road

Mission Hills, CA 91345

For information:

Ararat-Eskijian Museum (747) 500-7585
E-mail:Eskijian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com

Open to the public, free admission

Friday, complimentary parking / Saturday, parking $8.00

Saturday, March 17, 2018

Master of Ceremonies: Marc A. Mamigonian

Conference 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM

I' Early Armenian Life and Community Building
Efforts in America

eHayk Demoyan: Return or Stay? Armenian Emigration to
America and Repatriation in the Late 19th to Early 20th Centuries
eDavid Gutman: Armenian Migration to North America,
State Power, and Local Politics in the Late Ottoman Empire
*Ben Alexander: The Armenian-American Community and
the Paradox of Partisanism

II: Identities of the New Community

*Harry S. Cherken [r.,: Assimilation and Whiteness: A
Consideration of the United States v. Cartozian

oGregory Aftandilian: World War I as a Transformative
Period for the Armenian-American Community

eVartan Matiossian: The Early Times of the Armeni-
an-American Press

eSpecial Guest Speaker: Prof. Richard Hovannisian:
From Ambivalence to Assertion: An Armenian-American Passage

Lunch Break 1:00 to 2:15 PM

III: Armenian-American Art, Film and Literature
e*Heghnar Zeitlian-Watenpaugh: Toros Roslin in America:
Medieval Armenian Gospels in U.5. Museums

eZareh Arevshatian: Armenian-Americans in the Film Industry
eMark Arax: Old Land/New Land: Armenian-American
Writers and the Literary Journey Out of Genocide

IV: Moving Ahead: New Challenges, Strategies and
Perspectives for the Community (Panel Discussion)
eDaniel Fittante, Hayk Demoyan, Armen Hovannisian &
Sedda Antekelian

Event will be live streamed on www.ararat-eskijian-museum.com
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Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

GUPUMQUMBEND

Name:
Address:
City: --------- State:--------- Zip Code:------
Country: --------------
Tel: Email:
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