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ARMENIAN COUNCIL OF AMERICA

=) Presents a special screening of
7= Intent to Destroy
° ¥4 Death, Denial & Depiction

Sunday April 08 2018
at 3:00 pm

INTENT TO DESTROY, Pulling back the curtain ow Genocide
censovship v Hollywood due to- U.S. government pressure to-

appease o so-called stvategic ally. Intent To- Desivoy embeds

with a historic feature production as a springboard to-explore

Whoever controls
the narrative, controls
the history.

the violent history of the Armenianw Genocide and legacy of

Turkistv suppression and deniad over the past cenfury.

United Artist La Canada 8

1919 Verdugo Blvd. La Canada Flintridge, CA
Limited Seating
To Reserve Tickets Call:

318.660.5142

www.ArmenianCouncil.org
@ArmenianCouncil
Litacebook.com/ArmenianCouncil




In commemoration of the
Armenian Genocide

COMMEMORATING
THE VICTIMS OF THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

Organized by
GA]D/ Youth Organization & ACA San Gabriel Chapter

‘lhnmhh Iﬂ[umhl
Sunday April
22, 2018

MEMORIAL PARK
PASADENA
85 East Holly Street, Pasadena, CA 91101
Starting at 5:00 pm
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A COMEDY IN 1 ACT
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A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar Manoukian Center .
2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104

Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm
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Armenia, Greece ‘Facing Common Threats’

PECTIYEIHKA APMENNR
MIHHCTEPCTBO OSOPOHM

REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Greek
Defense Minister Panos Kammenos
spoke of “common security challenges
and threats” facing Greece and Arme-
nia as he began a two-day visit to
Yerevan on Thursday.

“Greece and Armenia have al-
ways stood and will always stand to-
gether,” Kammenos said after talks
with his Armenian counterpart Vigen
Sargsian. “We share common values,
a common history, common victims
of genocides of the Armenian and
Greek peoples and continue to have
problems with the same friends and
allies.”

“Armenia and Greece are con-
fronting common security challenges
and threats, which require from the

two countries a common approach
and mutual understanding as well as a
strong political will to act effectively,”
he told a joint news conference.

The remarks were a clear refer-
ence at Turkey with which Greece and
Armenia share a long history of mutual
animosity that cements a warm rapport
between the two Christian nations.

Greece’s Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras cited their “history of suffer-
ing and persecution” when he met with
Armenian President Serzh Sarkisian in
Athens two years ago. Tsipras said
that both peoples were victims of geno-
cide perpetrated by the Ottoman Turks
during World War One. Greek Presi-

Continued on page4

Three Armenians Killed in Karabakh

Landmine Blast

STEPANAKERT (RFE/RL) —
Three ethnic Armenian civilians work-
ing for the British demining group
HALO Trust were killed and two oth-
ers seriously wounded when a landmine
exploded in Nagorno-Karabakh on
Thursday.

The HALO Trust said “the acci-
dental detonation of an anti-tank
landmine” occurred near Ghazanchi,
a village in Karabakh’s northern
Martakert district which was the scene
of fierce fighting during the 1991-
1994 Armenian-Azerbaijani war.

“The staff members were in a
vehicle conducting survey duties at
the time,” it said in a statement.

“The injured have been taken to
hospital and HALO is contacting the
families of those killed,” added the
statement.

An official from HALO’s
Stepanakert office told RFE/RL’s Ar-
menian service (Azatutyun.am) that
all five persons struck by the blast
are Karabakh Armenians who worked
for the British charity.

Doctors in Stepanakert were still
fighting for the lives of the two
wounded demining workers several
hours after the incident. A spokes-
woman for the Karabakh health minis-

Continued on page4

Armenian Genocide Committee Announces

LOS ANGELES—The Armenian
Genocide Committee ("AGC"), abroad-
based, unified, coalition of the major
ecclesiastical, political, social, youth,
and cultural organizations of the Ar-
menian community of Southern Cali-
fornia, has announced that on April 24,
2018 beginning at 12 noon, the March
for Justice will take place from Pan
Pacific Park to the Turkish Consulate
in Los Angeles.

"We call on all segments of the
community to join us as we com-
memorate the 103rd anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide and as we con-
tinue to voice our collective demands
for justice for this immense crime
against humanity," said AGC Chair-
man Karo Khanjian.

Continuing an over four-decade

tradition of bringing the demands of
the Armenian community directly to
the offices of the Turkish Consul Gen-
eral in Los Angeles, the AGC has been
working diligently for the past year to
plan the Rally for Justice which will
take place immediately upon the con-
clusion of the March for Justice in
front of the Turkish Consulate located
at Wilshire Blvd. and Crescent Heights.
"We are thrilled to announce that we
have brought together prominent Fed-
eral and State officials, as well as
cultural icons, to provide participants
in the March and Rally for Justice with
a deeply meaningful program which
pays homage to our martyred Saints
through artistic performances and

Continued on page3

History of the S. D. Hunchakian Party in Spanish

Attorney Dantee Asilian’s Book Presentation in Buenos Aires

BUENOS AIRES — On March
23, at the Wilton Hotel main room in
Buenos Aires, abook by attorney Dante
Asilian titled “One Nation One Party”
and dedicated to the 130th anniversary
of the SDHP was presented to the
public. The event was organized by
Sharjoum Cultural Union.

At the start the program MC
Prof. Marie Edukian read the SDHP
Central Committee chairman Dr.
Hampig Sarafian’s letter of apprecia-
tion and welcomed the presence of
Chairman of the Central Committee of
the Ramgavar Azadagan Party Sergio
Nahabedian, AGBU Local Branch
Chairman Ruben Ketigian and repre-
sentatives of various organizations.

The book was presented by ex-
perts Maria Dersipadjian and Paizio
Arsenio Vuefios who highlighted the
role of the SDHP in trying to prevent
the Armenian Genocide. The speak-
ers pointed out the SDHP’s unwaver-
ing will to fight against the strong
Sultan and then the Young Turks gov-
ernment.

The chairman of the Social Demo-
crat Hunchakian Party of Argentina Dr.
Carlos Darpinian highly appreciated the
author Dante Asilian’s work and intel-
lectual merits living away from the
homeland, and his decades long effort
to preserve our ideological identity.

The program ended with the
SDHP anthem “Heravor Yergir”.
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Armenia Continues to Acquire
New Weapons from Russia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Armenia
is continuing to acquire Russian-manu-
factured weapons and other military
equipment as part of its close defense
links with Russia, Deputy Defense
Minister Davit Pakhchanian said on
Wednesday.“

In particular, Pakhchanian an-
nounced that the Armenian army has
received such weaponry purchased
with a $200 million Russian loan dis-
bursed to Yerevan in 2015.

“What was planned within the
framework of the first [Russian] loan
has already been delivered, and there is
an agreement to continue that work,”
he told a news conference. “That is a
serious component of our arms acqui-
sitions. Our cooperation with Russia is
now going quite well.”

The weapons covered by that
loan are believed to include, among
other things, Smerch multiple-launch
rocket system, thermobaric TOS-1A
and anti-tank Kornet rocket systems,
and shoulder-fired surface-to-air mis-
siles.

The Armenian government an-
nounced in October 2017, that Mos-
cow will provide it with a further $100
million loan that will be spent on buy-
ing more Russian weapons at internal
Russian prices set well below interna-
tional market-based levels. Armenia is
entitled to such price discounts due to
its membership in the Russian-led Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO).

Despite these close military ties,
Russia has sold Armenia’s arch-foe
Azerbaijan at least $4 billion worth of

tanks, artillery systems, combat heli-
copters and other weaponry in the last
several years. Armenian leaders have
publicly criticized these arms deals,
saying that they contributed to the
April 2016 fighting in Nagorno-
Karabakh.

Visiting Yerevan earlier this
month, a senior Russian pro-govern-
ment lawmaker indicated that Mos-
cow will scale down its future arms
dealings with Baku in response to the
Armenian criticism.

“We are obviously unhappy with
Russian arms supplies to Azerbaijan,”
said Pakhchanian. “The Russian side is
now saying that the scale of those
supplies will be cut significantly.”

Earlier this year, the U.S. govern-
ment reportedly warned that Yerevan
will risk U.S. sanctions in case of sign-
ing “substantial deals” with Russia’s
state-owned defense industry.

“Of course, sanctions are a prob-
lem but we need to ensure our security
and our actions on this issue will be
first and foremost based on our inter-
ests,” Pakhchanian said in this regard.

The official made clear that Ar-
menia is also keen to step up “military-
technical cooperation” with other for-
eign nations, including China, Serbia
and NATO member Poland.

Pakhchanian further said that the
Armenian military is increasingly reli-
ant on the domestic defense industry
in its arms acquisitions and other pro-
curements. Armenian companies
manufacture items such as unmanned
aerial vehicles, radars and electronic
equipment using laser technology.

German Embassy Suspends
Visa Service Outsourcing

YEREVAN -- The German Em-
bassy in Armenia has effectively sus-
pended its decision to outsource con-
sular services to a Turkish-based com-
pany which is being investigated by
the Armenian authorities, it emerged
on Tuesday.

The embassy has long processed
visa applications from Armenian na-
tionals planning to travel to Germany
and five other European Union mem-
ber states. It announced last week
that starting from April 3 this will be
done by Vizametric, a Turkish-Rus-
sian private firm registered in Tur-
key.

The announcement raised fears
in Armenia that the Turkish govern-
ment will gain access to sensitive per-
sonal data of many Armenians. The

latter are required to disclose their
incomes, bank details and other per-
sonal information in their applications
for so-called Schengen visas valid in
virtually all EU member states.

The Armenian government’s
Agency for Personal Data Protection
said on Friday that it has ordered
the Vizametric office in Yerevan
avoid accepting visa applications
pending its investigation aimed at
“preventing possible violations”
of Armenian law.

The German ambassador to Ar-
menia, Matthias Kiesler, told RFE/RL’s
Armenian service (Azatutyun.am) that
his mission will therefore continue to
provide consular services for the time
being. “We have to wait and see how
the process goes,” he said.

Blast in Downtown Yerevan Restaurant:

YEREVAN -- Eight people, in-
cluding foreign citizens, have been
injured in an oxygen cylinder explo-
sion that occurred on Monday evening
in Burger King restaurant on the North-
ern Avenue in the center of Yerevan.
The injured have been taken to Surb
Grigor Lusavorich Medical Center.

A spokesman for Surb Grigor
Lusavorich Medical Center said they ad-
mitted eight people, seven of them mi-
nors. One of them is in grave condition.

"On April 2, at 20.44 local time
(19.44 Moscow time), we received a
signal that there was an explosion on
the Northern Avenue in Yerevan; there
are victims, and they need assistance,"
the Armenian Ministry of Emergency
Situations said in a statement.*

Later in the day, the Ministry
published the list of those injured in the
explosion: Rudolf Markosyan,6;
Rubina Markosyan, §; Zaruhi
Melikyan, 19; Eric Ashughian, 24 (citi-

Eight Injured

zen of Iran); Alyona Agapova, 15 (citi-
zen of Russia); Liza Abrahamova, 15
(citizen of Russia); Yaroslav Lyubenko,
15 (citizen of Russia) and Zeina
Husseini, 24 (citizen of Iran).

The Burger King restaurant was
opened in Yerevan about two months
ago.

Yerevan police ruled out foul play
in the Northern Avenue explosion. “I
will rule out the deliberate option now,
because law enforcement agencies are
working and according to preliminary
information the pressure cylinder of
Draught beer exploded, and also what
was obvious inside and also proven by
eyewitness accounts, but there are
preliminary information. There are vic-
tims who are currently being treated,”
Ashot Aharonyan — head of the press
service of the Police Force said, add-
ing that presumably people suffered
injuries due to fragmentary pieces as
result of the blast.

Tax Breaks Fuel IT Startup Growth
In Armenia

YEREVAN --The Armenian gov-
ernment reported on Tuesday a sharp
rise in the number of new information
technology (IT) firms that have quali-
fied for tax breaks introduced three
years ago to boost Armenia’s rapidly
growing IT sector.

Under a government bill passed
by the Armenian parliament in late
2014, such firms employing up to 30
people can be fully exempt from profit
tax. They are also eligible for a prefer-
ential income tax rate for their employ-
ees, equivalent to 10 percent of their
gross wages.

Nearly 430 IT startups have been
granted the tax breaks, valid for five
years, by a special government com-
mission since then. According to the
Armenian Ministry of Transport, Com-
munications and Information Tech-
nology, 281 of them received such
exemptions last year, up from around
100 in 2016.

The ministry touted the privi-
leged tax regime on Tuesday in a state-
ment and a video report attached to it.
The footage featured interviews with
the founders of three Armenian tech
firms set up in the last few years.

One of them, Himnark, special-
izes in accounting software develop-
ment. “We provided services to one
foreign company and our resulting

profit wasn’t taxed,” said its young
owner, Ruben Osipian. “We invested it
in developing new software. Had it not
been for the tax exemption, we would
have obviously invested less.”

“Our income tax is lower and
that allows us to pay higher [real]
wages,” said Vahram Bleyan, one of
the two founders of another startup,
Mamble. The company claims to
mainly sell software to a large corpo-
rate client in the United States.

IT is the fastest-growing sector
of the Armenian economy, having ex-
panded by over 20 percent annually in
the past decade. The sector employing
more than 15,000 people grew by al-
most 30 percent last year, according
to government data.

Deputy Transport Minister Amalya
Yeghoyan predicted last week that this
rapid growth will continue unabated this
year. “I am sure that the number of jobs
will increase,” she said, according to the
Armenpress news agency.

The government-funded Enter-
prise Incubator Foundation (EIF) esti-
mates that the combined turnover of at
least 650 IT firms currently operating
in Armenia reached $765 million in
2017. The figure, which includes
Internet service provision, was equiva-
lent to over 6.5 percent of the
country’s Gross Domestic Product.
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ACA Commends
PUSD Board Recommitment Towards
Armenian Genocide Education

T T
!

PASADENA -- Led by Board
Chair Roy Boulghourjian, the Pasa-
dena Unified School District Board of
Education unanimously voted to pass a
resolution, on March 29, 2018, desig-
nating the month of April as “Pasadena
Unified School District Month of Com-
memoration for the Anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide of 1915” ensuring
the Armenian Genocide is properly
taught to its faculty, student body, and
the community at large.

Furthermore, the Resolution re-
commits the PUSD Board to engage
with teachers in robust discussions
about best practices around teaching
the subject of genocide and the most
effective ways of communicating the
important society themes that run
through the continuum of genocides
of modern history.

The Resolution was jointly intro-
duced by the Armenian Student Club
Chairs Aram Chalikyan of Marshal High
School, and Hamlet Nortikyan of Pasa-
dena High school.

Representing the Armenian Coun-
cil of America, Ms. Alison Ghafari
commended the Pasadena Unified
School District for recognizing the
atrocities of the Armenian Genocide
and recommitting itself to teaching the
history to not only its faculty and
student body.

“The one topic that I do not recall
covering in depth was the Armenian

Genocide in my honors World History
class,” recalled Ms. Ghafari. “In a
chapter of my textbook, the Armenian
Genocide was vaguely summarized into
one, small paragraph. My teacher at
the time was also vague on the subject
and showed us a short video clip of an
Armenian grandma weeping and giv-
ing her testimony on the event and
what she had to endure. The video
could have resonated with the students
within the class, but it did not. There
was no discussion after that, no infor-
mation further given to educate the
students. No one understood its im-
portance.”

“I believe that it is important to
learn and discuss what has happened
in our history in order to prevent it
from repeating itself. Failure to recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide has led to
many other ethnic cleansings. That is
why it is important to educate our
youth on the Armenian Genocide and
any other crime against humanity that
our education system has forgotten.”
added Ghafari.

The Armenian Council of
America is committed to promoting
the civic and civil rights interests of
the Armenian American community.
ACA aims to achieve these goals
through education, community orga-
nization, leadership development, and
coalition-building with diverse com-
munities.

Armenian Genocide Committee Announces

Continued from page 1

moving and inspirational addresses,"
said Mehran Khatchatourian, of the
Public Relations sub-committee of the
AGC.

In 2015, which marked the Cen-
tennial Commemoration of the Arme-
nian Genocide, over 166,000 Angelenos
took part with the Armenian community
in the March for Justice, making it one of
the largest protest marches ever re-
corded in the history of the City of Los
Angeles. At this year's March for Jus-
tice, it is anticipated that tens of thou-
sands will once again gather 103 years
after the traumatic events as the Arme-
nian community reasserts its demands
forinternational recognition for the crime
of genocide committed against the Ar-
menian people. The March for Justice
will also raise awareness that the Arme-

nian Cause does not end with recogni-
tion, but, in addition, reparations and
restitution under international law re-
main central to the struggle, as the Ar-
menian people call for the right to return
to their ancestral homeland.

Armenian youth have played a
vital role in the organization of the
2018 March for Justice bringing on the
participation of numerous undergradu-
ate and graduate university Armenian
student associations and the student
bodies of every Armenian private
school and numerous public schools in
the greater Los Angeles area.

"The Armenian struggle is a
movement we can call our own and
only through us and our will may we
shape our destiny. Together, let us
prove that our united call for justice
will not cease until our demands are
met. The March for Justice is an
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London-Armenians Respond to Azerbaijani-
Turkish Community with Demonstration
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LONDON- In response to the
demonstration held by representatives
of'the Azerbaijani-Turkish community
of London near the Embassy of the
Republic of Armenia in the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland, the Armenian community
of London held a demonstration that
was more well-organized and saw a
greater turnout.

Spokesman of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Armenia Tigran Balayan informed that
“on 31 March, representatives of the
Azerbaijani-Turkish community held a
demonstration in front of the Embassy
of the Republic of Armenia in London
against the so-called genocide perpe-
trated against the Turks by the Arme-
nians in 19187, as was posted on social
networks the day before the demon-
stration. On the day of the demonstra-
tion, nearly 50 representatives of the
Armenian community of London came
to support the Embassy of the Repub-
lic of Armenia with the national flags
of Armenia and Artsakh and with rel-

evant posters.

The group of 5-6 Azerbaijani-
Turkish demonstrators was surprised
to see a more organized demonstration
held by the Armenian community.
Moreover, since they were in a state of
confusion, they started making phone
calls, and as a result, several demon-
strators joined them a couple of hours
later. It is clear that this was a real
failure for the organizers of the dem-
onstration since they weren’t able to
state the claim that they had previously
announced. Judging from their low
level of organization, it is safe to as-
sume that their share of petrol dollars
was less or there were disagreements
among the organizers or they were
disappointed with the leaderships of
their respective countries.

Throughout the demonstration,
the members of the Armenian commu-
nity showed that they were very orga-
nized and proved once again that the
positions of Armenia and Artsakh are
strongly protected in both Armenia
and the Diaspora.”

integral part of this world-wide effort
and we encourage everyone to join us
on April 24 for this historic event,"
concluded Van Der Megerdichian, of
the youth coordination sub=committee
of the AGC.

Mihran Toumajan, member of the
AGC committee, concluded by stating:
"Be apartofhistory, joinus on April 24,
as the March for Justice once again
leads a global effort to obtain recogni-
tion and secure legal remedies for the
Armenian Genocide. We encourage
everyone to join us on April 24."

For more information about the
March for Justice, please visit
www.march4justice.com.

Armenian Genocide Committee:

Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church of North America, West-
ern Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic

Church, Armenian Catholic Church of
North America, Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America, Armenian
Revolutionary Federation, Armenian
Democratic Liberal Party, Social
Democrat Hunchakian Party, Arme-
nian General Benevolent Union— West-
ern District, Armenian Relief Society —
Western USA, Homenetmen Western
U.S. Region, Armenian Y outh Federa-
tion, All-Armenian Student Associa-
tion, Armenian Assembly of America,
Armenian National Committee of
America — Western Region, Armenian
Council of America, Armenian Bar
Association, Organization of Istanbul
Armenians, United Armenian Council
of Los Angeles, Committee for Arme-
nian Students in Public Schools
(CASPS), National Armenian Law Stu-
dents Association, Open Wounds
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Commemoration of Armenian Genocide
at Tufts to Feature Lecture by Sylvie Merian

BELMONT, MA -- Tufts Univer-
sity, the Darakjian-Jafarian Chair in
Armenian History, the Department of
History, the Armenian Club at Tufts
University, the Executive Administra-
tive Dean at Tufts University, the Ar-
menian Club at Tufts University, and
the National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) will
sponsor the Commemoration of the
Centennial of the Armenian Genocide
at Tufts on Wednesday, April 18,2018,
at 7:00 p.m. The Tufts event will
feature alecture by Dr. Sylvie L. Merian
of the Morgan Library & Museum,
New York City. The evening will be
hosted by Ina Baghdiantz McCabe,
Professor of History and Darakjian-
Jafarian Chair of Armenian History at
Tufts University.

The commemoration and lecture
will take place in Goddard Chapel on
Tufts’ Medford, MA, campus. A re-
ception will follow in the Coolidge
Roominnearby Ballou Hall. Parking is
available in the Dowling Garage at419
Boston Avenue and in designated on-
street areas.

For centuries, handwritten, illu-
minated manuscripts were produced
by countless cultures throughout the
world, not only for use as sacred
books in religious services but also as
cultural vehicles to pass down reli-
gious beliefs, history, and literature
for posterity. These scribal and artistic
objects were revered and venerated by
the people for whom they were pro-
duced, even the illiterate. The manu-
scripts were so closely associated with
the native cultural group that produced
them that the books sometimes suf-
fered the same fate as the human popu-
lation did in times of tragic invasions,
war, or ethnic persecution. The enemy
would often readily attack and destroy
these inanimate objects as representa-
tions of their human rivals. When
Raphael Lemkin coined the term geno-
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cide he defined not only the intent to

destroy a group of people but the
deliberate aim of erasing their cultural

legacy.
This lecture will focus on two
manuscripts now at Harvard

University’s Houghton Library. Both
manuscripts were violently attacked
during the 1894-1896 Hamidian mas-
sacres in the Ottoman Empire. Other
examples from the medieval period to
today of the deliberate brutalization
and destruction of significant cultural
artifacts, Armenian and non-Armenian,
will also be presented. These will be
placed in the larger context of cultural
genocide, but will also highlight their
survival as a reflection of the survival
of the people that created them.

Sylvie L. Merian received her
PhD in Armenian Studies from Colum-
bia University’s Department of Middle
East Languages and Cultures. She has
published and lectured internationally
on Armenian codicology, bookbind-
ing, silverwork, manuscript illumina-
tion, and the history of the book. She
is currently Reader Services Librarian
at The Morgan Library & Museum in
New York City.

More information about the lec-
tureis available by contacting NAASR
at 617-489-1610 or e hq@naasr.org;
or by contacting Prof. McCabe at
ina.mccabe@tufts.edu.

Armenia, Greece ‘Facing Common Threats’

Continued from page 1

dent Prokopis Pavlopoulos echoed that
remark.

Kammenos on Thursday accused
Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan of “dreaming” about restor-
ing the Ottoman Empire. That policy,
he said, is “pushing Turkey away from
Europe, the international community
and international law.”

Sargsian said that relations with
Turkey were among the issues on the
agenda of his talks with Kammenos.
He said they both rejected Ankara’s
“policy of threats and preconditions”
towards neighbors. They also “reaf-
firmed common approaches to inter-
national and regional security issues,”
added the Armenian defense minister.

Sargsian also praised Greek-Ar-

menian military ties, saying that they
are being “expanded year after year.”
He thanked Athens for its military as-
sistance to Yerevan and, in particular,
the fact that around 170 officers serv-
ing in the Armenian army have studied
in Greek military academies.

Bilateral cooperation also has a
“military-technical component,”
Sargsian went on, using a euphemism
for mutual supplies of weapons and
other military equipment. He did not go
into details.

Kammenos' itinerary also in-
cluded a visit to the Yerablur military
cemetery in Yerevan where hundreds
of Armenians killed in the war with
Azerbaijan were laid to rest. The min-
istry emphasized that Kammenos is the
first foreign defense minister to lay
flowers there.

Three Armenians Killed in Karabakh

Continued frompage 1

try said both men, aged 43 and 30, are
undergoing surgeries.

According to a senior aide to
Karabakh president Bako Sahakian, law-

enforcement bodies are already inves-
tigating the circumstances of the inci-
dent. “Naturally, the relevant bodies
are doing their job,” said Davit Babayan.
“The main thing for us right now is to
save those persons’ lives.”
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AAF Shipped $6.8 Million of Aid to Armenia
and Artsakh January — March 2018

GLENDALE -- The Armenia
Artsakh Fund (AAF) delivered over
$6.8 million of humanitarian assis-
tance to Armenia and Artsakh during
the first quarter of 2018.

The AAF itself collected $6.7
million of medicines and other supplies
donated by AmeriCares ($4 million)
including special donations of Canvas
shoes from TOMS shoes; MAP Inter-
national ($1.7 million); Direct Relief
($747,000) and Fawn Grove Compas-
sion Center ($119,000).

Other organizations which con-
tributed valuable goods during this
period were: Agape Project ($83,000)
and Mr. Sergey Sarkisov ($15,500).

The medicines and medical sup-
plies donated during this period were
sent to the Health Ministry of Arme-
nia, Artsakh Health Ministry, AGBU
Glaudia Nazarian Medical Center,
Arabkir United Children’s Founda-
tion, Muratsan Children’s Endocri-

nology Center, National Oncology
Center and St. Grigor Lusavorich
Medical Center.

In the past 29 years, including its
shipments under its predecessor, the
United Armenian Fund, the AAF has
delivered to Armenia and Artsakh a
grand total of $783 million worth of
relief supplies on board 158 airlifts and
2,392 sea containers.

The Armenia Artsakh Fund is
regularly offered free of charge mil-
lions of dollars worth of life-saving
medicines and medical supplies. All we
have to do is pay for the shipping
expenses. We would welcome your
generous donations to be able to con-
tinue delivering this valuable assis-
tance to all medical centers in Armenia
and Artsakh,” Harut Sassounian, the
President of AAF stated.

For more information, call the
AAF office: (818) 241-8900; Email:
sassoun@pacbell.net.

Armenian Genocide Animated Short
Takes 1st Prize at Global India Fest

PUNE, INDIA — An animated
film created by the Union of Arme-
nians of Ukraine and dedicated to the
memory of the victims of the Arme-
nian Genocide took the first prize at the
Global India International Film Festi-
val, The Siver Times reports.

Titled “Thank you for a chance
to grow again. Armenians”, the film
was selected in the competition pro-
gram of the festival in early March.
The event itself took place on March
24-25 in Pune, India. Among all the
presented works, the video presented
by the Union of Armenians of Ukraine
was recognized as the best in its
category to take the Best Ad Film
Award.

According to the press service of
the Union of Armenians of Ukraine, the
piece by authors Andranik Berberyan
and Andrew Ludogoscha will be shown
atthe 71st Cannes Film Festival as part
of the competition program.

The animated film will be further
presented in the Ukrainian pavilion at
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the Marché du Film, which is the
business counterpart of the Cannes
Film Festival and one of the largest
film markets in the world.

“Thank you for a chance to grow
again. Armenians” is a 2D animation,
built on the image of a garnet grain.

The video was previously sub-
mitted to several other festivals, in-
cluding the international animation fes-
tival KLIK in Amsterdam, Ukraine’s
Molodiya Festival, as well as the inter-
national festival ReAnimania in the
Armenian capital of Yerevan, and was
well-received everywhere.

The HALO Trust began its land-
clearing activities in Karabakh 18 years
ago. The organization has since cleared
around 90 percent of the territory’s
minefields dangerously close to civilian
areas. It has destroyed more than 11,000
anti-personnel and anti-tank landmines
mostly left over from the 1991-1994 war.

The U.S. Congress has financed
the effort as part of its direct humani-

tarian assistance to Karabakh allocated
over strong Azerbaijani objections.

In September last year, the U.S.
House of Representatives accepted a
congressman David Valadao’s proposal
to allocate another $1.5 million to the
HALO Trust’s demining program in
Karabakh. The Republican lawmaker,
travelled to Karabakh and visited
HALO’s local office two weeks later.
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UCLA VEM STRING QUARTET

MOVSES POGOSSIAN, Artistic Director
XENIA DEVIATKINA-LOH, Violin = J1 EUN HWANG, Fiolin
MORGAN O'SHAUGHNESSEY, Viofa - NIALL FERGUSON, Cello
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DANIELLESEGEN GARRETT SCHOONOVER

Mezzo-Saprana Baritone
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with
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