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Armenians Celebrate Successful ""Velvet" Revolution
Serzh Sarkisian Forced to Resign As Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian Demands ruling Republican Party to hand over power

YEREVAN -- Armenia’s Prime
Minister Serzh Sarkisian stepped down
on Monday after ten days of unprec-
edented street protests against his at-
tempt to extend his decade-long rule.

“IOpposition leader] Nikol
Pashinian was right,” he said in a
written address to the nation. “I was
mistaken. There are several solutions
to the existing situation but I will not
opt for any of them. They are not to
my liking.”

“I am resigning from the post of
prime minister, leader of the country,”
he declared.

“The movement in the streets is
against my tenure. [ am fulfilling your
demand. I wish our country peace,
harmony and common sense,” he said.

The announcement sparked jubi-
lant scenes in the streets of Yerevan
filled with hundreds of thousands of
people demanding his resignation. The
sound of car horns and fireworks rever-
berated across the Armenian capital.

"Dear proud citizens of the Re-
public of Armenia, you have won!"
protest leader Pashinian told a cheer-
ing crowd of thousands gathered on
Republic Square on April 23.

He said there were no foreign
countries involved in the protest move-
ment and called it a "purely Armenian
velvetrevolution."

Jubilant crowds were converging
on the city’s central Republic Square
where Pashinian, who launched the
campaign on April 13, addressed sup-

porters later in the day. Some of them
sang, danced and clapped their hands.
“l have grown so used to
[Sarkisian’s] lies that I just can’t be-
lieve he hasresigned,” one woman told
RFE/RL’s  Armenian service
(Azatutyun.am). “Everyone is euphoric
now but the hardest part starts now.”
“We have achieved our goal and
everything will be alright from now
on,” said another, younger woman.
Sarkisian publicly rejected the
demands for his resignation as re-
cently as on Sunday morning. At a
televised meeting with Pashinian, he
accused the opposition leader of black-
mailing “the legitimate authorities of
the state.” “A faction that got 7-8
percent of the vote [in the April 2017

parliamentary elections] cannot speak
on behalfof'the people,” he said, refer-
ring to the opposition Yelk bloc, of
which Pashinian is a leader.

Pashinian was detained more than
an hour after that tense meeting while
holding a fresh demonstration in
Yerevan. The arrest only added to
popular anger with Sarkisian, with tens
of thousands of people flocking to
Republic Square on Sunday night.

The protests resumed in Yerevan
and other Armenian cities the follow-
ing morning. Pashinian was set free in
the afternoon shortly after Karapetian
visited him in custody.

On Tuesday Pashinian threatened

Continued on page3

Armenia Marks Genocide Anniversary

YEREVAN -- Armenia marked
on Tuesday the 103rd anniversary of
the 1915 genocide of Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey, with tens of thou-
sands of people silently walking to the
Tsitsernakabert memorial and laying
flowers there throughout the day.

As always, the annual procession
began with a prayer service held by
Catholicos Karekin I by the eternal fire
ofthe hilltop memorial overlooking cen-

tral Yerevan. The ceremony was at-
tended by President Armen Sarkissian,
acting Prime Minister Karen Karapetian
and other senior state officials.

The genocide anniversary com-
memorations came the day after Prime
Minister Serzh Sarkisian stepped down
amid massive nationwide protests
against his attempt to extend his de-
cade-long rule. Sarkisian did not visit
Tsitsernakabert.

Statement by President Trump
on Armenian Remembrance Day 2018

Today we commemorate the
Meds Yeghern, one of the worst mass
atrocities of the 20th century, when
one and a half million Armenians were
deported, massacred, or marched to
their deaths in the final years of the
Ottoman Empire. We recall the hor-
rific events of 1915 and grieve for the
lives lost and the many who suffered.

We also take this moment to
recognize the courage of those indi-
viduals who sought to end the vio-
lence, and those who contributed to
aiding survivors and rebuilding com-
munities, including the U.S. Ambassa-
dor to the Ottoman Empire, Henry
Morgenthau, who sought to end the
violence and later raised funds through
the Near East Relief to help the Arme-
nian people. We note with deep respect
the resilience of the Armenian people,
so many of whom built new lives in the
United States and have made countless
contributions to our country.

Aswe honor the memory of those
who suffered, we also reflect on our

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

commitment to ensure that such atroci-
ties are not repeated. We underscore
the importance of acknowledging and
reckoning with painful elements of the
past as a necessary step towards cre-
ating a more tolerant future.

On this solemn day, we stand
with the Armenian people throughout
the world in honoring the memory of
those lost and commit to work to-
gether to build a better future.

President Donald Trump

The White House

April 24,2018
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Emmanuel Macron —
France Stands by Armenia to Commemorate
Genocide Anniversary

Massis Weekly

PARIS — French President
Emmanuel Macron has addressed an
April 24 message to Armenian Presi-
dent Armen Sarkissian. The message
reads:

“Mr. President,

We stand by You to remember
the April 24, 1915 in Constantinople
and the killing of 600 Armenian intel-
lectuals, which marked the start of
the first genocide of the 20th century.
We will never forget the murdered
men, women and children, who died
of hunger, cold and agony on their
way to exile.

France, which deplored the Ar-
menian massacres in the Ottoman
Empire with the voices of Georges

Clemenceau, Anatole France and Jean
Jaures, hosted ? great number of
Survivors.

Asearlyas May 25,1915, France,
along with Great Britain and Russia,
called the massacres a crime against
humanity and civilization. In Septem-
ber 2015 the French navy managed to
save 4,000 refugees from Musa Dagh.

The memory of the genocide and
the meaning of its lessons refers to
each of us. On this 103rd anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide I address
my warmest and most friendly thoughts
to You and Your people.

Please, accept, Mr. President,
the assurance of my highest consid-
eration.”

Erdogan —

“Turkey Shares the Historical Pain
of Our Armenian Citizens”

ANKARA — Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan has issued a
statement to the Istanbul-Armenians
on April 24 —the 103rd anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide.

The statement was read during
the liturgy delivered at the Armenian
Patriarchate of Istanbul.

“Itis Turkey’s conscientious and
ethical responsibility to share the his-
torical pain of our Armenian citizens,”
read the statement.

“We will continue to share your
pain and try to resolve your problems
in the future,”

“I'believe that our Armenian citi-
zens will continue increasing their con-
tribution to our cultural, social, politi-
cal and commercial life. I ask you to
avoid helping those who are trying to
create hatred and hostility by damag-

ing our common history. With these
thoughts I again remember with re-
spect the Ottoman Armenians who
died during the First World War”,
added the statement, which was read
out both in Armenian and Turkish.
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Congressman Schiff “Deeply Concerned”
Over Protests in Armenia

GLENDALE, CA —In an exclu-
sive interview, Massis Post discussed
various issues with Rep. Adam Schiff
(D-Burbank) affecting the Armenian
American community. The following
is a transcript of the interview:

Massis Post: Thank you Con-
gressman for taking the time to
talk to Massis Post about issues
that are relevant to our commu-
nity. Our first question deals with
U.S. recognition of the Armenian
Genocide. What is the status of the
current Armenian Genocide reso-
lution in Congress?

Congressman Schiff: We have
between 80 and 90 co-sponsors and
we continue to try to press to have it
taken up on the House floor. I was
talking to Representative David Trott
who is my GOP counterpart. He’s
retiring this year and he’s asking the
Speaker as his sole ask for his remain-
ing year in Congress to take up the
Genocide resolution in Congress. It
really is up to the Speaker and it’s the
Speaker’s last year as well, so there is
an opportunity ifthe Speaker is willing
to make this a part of his legacy for us
to have a vote on the House floor.
We’re also hopeful that the President
will take another look and be per-
suaded to recognize the Genocide this
year. As you know, he didn’t recog-
nize it last year, but the President is
nothing if not unpredictable and he
could be moved to do so. Certainly
Erdoganis doingalotto antagonize the
United states and that might be part of
the motivation that the President needs
to do the right thing here. So I would
hope that he would. I think if anyone
could reach the TV personalities on
FOX and get them to talk about recog-
nizing the Genocide, the President pays
deep attention to what the morning
hosts say on FOX and does a lot of
what they urge, so that’s one very
effective way to lobby the President is
by going on FOX. But we need to keep
pushing at both avenues — on the Presi-
dential level as well as in Congress.

MP: As you may be aware,
Armenians in the Middle East are
being negatively affected by the
current administration’s immigra-
tion policy, what is the current sta-
tus of the immigration policy, and
what are your thoughts on them?

CS: Particularly for Syrians of
Armenian origin, it’s very bleak. I
think we’ve only this year allowed
about a dozen people to immigrate
from Syria. It’s been practically a full
stop on any refugees from coming
here. Armenia has taken a great many
of the Syrian refugees. One of the
things that we’ve been trying to do is
to make sure that Armenia is not penal-
ized for granting them citizenship be-
cause traditionally when someone is a
citizen they don’t qualify for as much
relief because they are no longer a
refugee. The fact that Armenia is ex-
tending citizenship to people shouldn’t
be a penalty, it’s something that is
encouraged of countries that are tak-
ing in refugees if that is the will of the
refugees to stay. So I wish that we
were doing more at home to provide a
safe place for families that have had to
flee the violence. | know that it’s been

a challenge particularly for those im-
migrating from Syria of Armenian ori-
gin, but likewise Armenians from Iran
are having a great deal of difficulty,
many holed up still in Vienna trying to
come here through the HIAS program,
so we in our office continue to work
with them on a case by case basis, but
it’s been very very difficult.

MP: Within the past year many
ethnic Armenians who are undocu-
mented have been rounded up by
Immigration and Customs Enforce-
ment, is there any movement or
hope within Congress to give such
individuals a path to legal status?

CS: This has been the big bipar-
tisan challenge for many years — pass-
ing a comprehensive immigration bill
that would allow people a path to
citizenship that are here but are un-
documented. And unfortunately at
times it looks like we are very close. At
the moment we seem to be at an
impasse that the President is deter-
mined to build a wall at the border
which does not enjoy popular support
and he is attempting to leverage every-
thing else to build a wall, so he’s
holding the fate of the Dreamers in the
air until he can get billions of dollars
for his wall. The President has been
resistant to the idea of providing a legal
pathway to citizenship for people.
Whenever [ think he entertains the
idea, I think there was a point at which
he seemed to have reached an agree-
ment with Chuck Schumer and Nancy
Pelosi, the hardliners within the Ad-
ministration, the Stephen Millers,
among others and those on FOX like
Laura Ingraham accuse him of am-
nesty and then he backs away. So it’s
proven to be a moving target and very
difficult. But the idea of a comprehen-
sive reform does enjoy bipartisan sup-
port and we just need to keep fighting
for it until the climate is suitable and
we can get the job done.

MP: What is your opinion on
the current political protests in
Armenia due to the appointment
of the former President Serzh
Sarkisian as Prime Minister?

CS: Deeply concerned. I was in
Armenia some years ago after a deeply
contested election in which there was
violence in the streets and several people
were killed. I just hope and pray that
there is no loss of life with the massive
demonstrations that are going on to-
day. I understand the deep concern
over whether Sarkisian is attempting
to follow the model that Putin has laid

Continued onpage3



3

Massis Weekly

California Legislature Commemorates the
103rd Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide

SACRAMENTO, CA—Members
of the California Legislature com-
memorated the 103rd anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, even as the
United States continues to turn a blind
eye to the genocide of 1.5 million
Armenians.

“We commemorate the anniver-
sary ofthe Armenian Genocide and the
1.5 million lives lost. What happened
103 years ago can never be undone,
but through education we take steps to
ensure that history never repeats it-
self,” said Senator Scott Wilk. “The
strength of the survivors and their
descendants is evidenced by the lead-
ers, innovators and thinkers of Arme-
nian descent who have enriched our
communities and thrived both here in
America and throughout the world.”

“Today, we remember and honor
the 1.5 million souls lost during the
Armenian Genocide and celebrate the
strength and perseverance of our com-
munity,” stated Assembly member
Adrin Nazarian. “Our community is
flourishing in California yet we must
remain vigilant against injustice, home
and abroad.”

“l am honored to join with the
Armenian Caucus to coauthor a reso-
lution recognizing and commemorat-
ing the Armenian Genocide. While
Washington continues to accept
Turkey’s’ century of denial and Azeri
aggression toward Artsakh [ am proud
of California’s efforts to lead by ex-
ample and annually recognize the Ar-
menian Genocide and expose and con-
demn civil rights abuses perpetrated
against the Armenian people,” com-
mented Senator Anthony Portantino.

“We reflect today upon one of
the darkest chapters in our shared
history,” said Assemblymember Laura
Friedman (D-Glendale). “In the Capi-
tol and across California, we pause to
honorthe 1.5 million lost, we celebrate
the resiliency of the Armenian people,
and we remind our leaders that until
there is worldwide recognition of the
genocide, justice is denied.”

During the Senate and Assembly
floor sessions Senator Wilk and
Assemblymember Nazarian honored
Professor Richard Hovanessian as an
outstanding Armenian-American and
presented him with a Joint Legislative
Resolution commemorating the geno-
cide.

Professor Hovanessian is a well-
respected scholar known for his five-
volume history of the First Republic of
Armenia. He is a professor of Arme-
nian and Near Eastern History and the
first holder of the Armenian Educa-
tional Foundation Chair in Modern
Armenian History at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA);a Dis-
tinguished President’s Fellow at
Chapman University; and an adjunct
professor of history at the University
of Southern California to work with
the Shoah Foundation.

The Armenian Caucus also pro-
vided legislators with the book, “There
Is Only The Earth” by Scout
Tufankjian.

The Armenian Caucus was formed
in 2015. It is a platform for Armenian-
American voices at a statewide level
and is open to all legislators, Armenian
or not, who are interested in learning
more about the community’s issues.

Serzh Sarkisian Forced to Resign

Continued from page 1

to resume his street protests “on an
even larger scale” if the ruling Repub-
lican Party of Armenia (HHK) refuses
to hand over power to his popular
movement.

Pashinian again demanded that
the HHK-led majority in the Armenian
parliament appoint "a candidate of the
people” as interim prime minister be-
fore calling fresh general elections. He
vowed to complete his declared “vel-
vet revolution” one day after forcing
Serzh Sarkisian's resignation

“If we managed to achieve Serzh
Sarkisian’s resignation, we are confi-

dent that we can also make the Repub-
lican Party obey the will of the people.
If not, we will continue our actions on
an even larger scale,” he told a news
conference held for foreign media.

Pashinian said this will be “the
only theme” of his planned talks
with acting Prime Minister Karen
Karapetian. He said Karapetian, who
is the HHK s first deputy chairman,
must not retain his post even if he
quits the ruling party.

“I am speaking on behalf of the
Armenian people,” claimed the 42-
year-old organizer of 11-day massive
demonstrations which resulted in
Sarkisian’s resignation.

April 28, 2018

MP Garo Paylan Asks Turkish Parliament to
Recognize Armenian Genocide

ISTANBUL — Peoples’ Demo-
cratic Party (HDP) Istanbul-Armenian
MP Garo Paylan has announced that
he has submitted a legislative proposal
to the Grand National Assembly of
Turkey for the “Recognition of Arme-
nian Genocide”, “Removal of the
Names of Genocide Perpetrators from
Public Places” and “Amendment to
Turkish Citizenship Law.”

In the general preamble of the
law draft, it is stated: “According to a
census conducted in 1914, approxi-
mately two million Armenians lived in
the Ottoman Empire. At the night of
April 24, 1915, around 250 Armenian
intellectuals, including MPs and writ-
ers were arrested in Istanbul.”

“After these people were sent
into exile in Ayas and Cankiri, the
vast majority of them were killed.
Among the ones sent into exile and
killed were Dr. Nazaret Dagavaryan
(MP of Ottoman Empire), Armen

Doryan (poet and journalist),
Shavarsh Krisyan (editor of the sports
magazine Marmnamarz), Levon
Larents (poet), Rupen Sevag (poet),
Yenovk Sahen (theater artist),
Siamanto [Atom Yarcanyan] (poet),
Hagop Terziyan (pharmacist and
writer), Taniel Varujan (poet), Krikor
Yesayan (teacher and translator),
Rupen Zartaryan (writer and poet),
Diran Kelekyan (writer and Profes-
sor of Turkish language) and Krikor
Zohrab (MP of Ottoman Empire and
writer),” the draft reads.

Furthermore, Paylan asks the
parliament to confer citizenship on the
descendants of those who were forced
to leave Turkey or were deported be-
cause of the events.

Paylan also demands that a com-
mission to be established to identify
the names that were responsible for
the deportation of Armenians and to
clear those names from public spaces.

Congressman Schiff “Deeply Concerned”

Continued from page 2

out of going from one position to the
next as a way of maintaining a con-
tinual grip on power. I’'m particularly
concerned about it because I’ve been
working hard to try to gain STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics) funding through the
Millennium Challenge Corporation for
Armenia and Armenia is right on the
cusp of once again qualifying, but the
criteria involve democracy and the
rule of law and anything that might
detract from that means that Armenia
will be less likely to get that assistance.
I think it would be enormously benefi-
cial if we could help Armenia build a
strong STEM program and being able
to develop the Armenian economy, tap
the intellect of the Armenian people.
I’ve always dreamt of Armenia as the
Silicon Valley of the Caucuses and this
would be a wonderful contribution to
that vision. So I am concerned that the
current situation in Armenia may harm
our chances with the Millennium Chal-
lenge Corporation.

MP: Lastly, with election sea-
son approaching us, we have no-
ticed a spike in fake news on social
media attacking you targeting the
local Armenian American commu-
nity, what are your thoughts on this
issue, and how do you plan on com-
bating fake news in general?

CS: It’s a huge problem and I

see both how wonderful social media
be. I use it extensively to communi-
cate with my constituents. But I also
see how ugly and violent and vile it
can often be. You also see the influ-
ence of foreign governments using
bots to try to amplify their messages
to try to get Americans against other
Americans. Certainly the Russians did
this extensively during our last presi-
dential election. It does make you
concerned about the degree to which
these bad actors can try to manipulate
opinion through social media. I’'m
often deeply concerned with the posts
on my own page that seem either
vehemently anti-Armenian or anti-
Semitic or just plain nasty and uncivil
and it makes you worry about the
nature of our discourse. People will
say things on social media they will
never dream of saying in person, even
though they’ve got their face attached
to it and their names. This is a real
challenge, certainly the social media
companies are, I think, becoming far
more aware of the problem than they
were. We had the testimony of Mark
Zuckerberg in Congress last week. 1
think they operate for a long time
thinking that social media was an
unmitigated positive and have come
to the realization as most of us have
that it’s come with some real negative
consequences as well and we have
got to do our best to mitigate the
negative and extenuate the positive.
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Pasadena’s Armenian Community
Commemorates the Armenian Genocide

PASADENA, CA- To com-
memorate the 103rd anniversary of
the Armenian Genocide, the Arme-
nian Council of America (ACA) and
Gaidz Youth Organization hosted a
ceremony drawing over 200 attend-
ees to Memorial Park.

ACA Board Member Krikor
Moloyan eloquently conducted his
role as master of ceremonies while
providing a thought provoking and
historical insight on political dicta-
tors and human rights violations
throughout the world.

Among the dignitaries present
were Scott Svonkin, President of the
Los Angeles Community College Dis-
trict Board, Roy Boulghourjian, Presi-
dent of the Pasadena Unified School
Board, Teresa Lamb Simpson, repre-
senting the office of Congressman
Adam Schiffand Arda Tchakian rep-
resenting State Senator Anthony
Portantino.

The evening began with a beautiful
dance performance by the Nor Serount
Cultural Association dance troupe. Vo-
calists Harout Hakobyan elated the audi-
ence with his patriotic songs as Arthur
Hakobyan, also known as “Mister X”
mesmerized the crowd with an operatic
rendition of Cilicia. Kanon performer
Lilit Khojayan and Armen Stepanyan
playing the duduk created an ambiance
of remembrance and solidarity during
the somber occasion.

Carina Cornejo and Angela
Pachanian recited poetry for the event
as Allison Ghafari and Christine
Aghakhanian delivered speeches about
the importance of continuing to fight
for justice for the Armenian Cause.

The event concluded with a walk
to the Armenian Genocide Monument
at the north end of the park where
flowers and wreaths were placed hon-
oring the 1.5 million Armenians who
were murdered during the Genocide.

Gaidz Youth Organization Message
Delivered by Alison Ghafari

“Armenia is dying, but it will
survive. The little blood that it still has
left is precious blood that will give
birth to a heroic generation. A nation
that does not want to die, does not die”
French author Anatole France, in the
year 1916, perfectly elaborated the
prophecy in which the Armenian people
will have accomplished a century after
the atrocity ofthe Armenian Genocide.

The Armenian people have proven
that the Genocide has failed by show-
ing resilience and unity with one-an-
other through creating a beautiful cul-
ture. Because of the resilience of our
ancestors, we are able to stand here
today and hold this event to com-
memorate the fallen of our grandpar-
ents generation.

We are able to March for Justice,
we are able to have a country of our
own, we are able to see many of our
brethren establish legacies that will
endure beyond lifetimes.

We are able to continue in unity
as a culture and fight for the justice of
our ancestors.

Since 1915, with hard work, pro-
tests, education, advocacy, and most
of all- resilience- 30 countries that
have formally recognized the Arme-
nian Genocide.

Resilience has also lead to the
rebuilding of our beloved country, al-
lowing us to get back on our feet and
establish anation of our own. Allowed

us to protect our lands from those who
aspire to destroy us, to annihilate us
from our ancestral lands.

Having strong ancestors and a
strong generation today we are able to
celebrate our beautiful culture that has
never been forgotten- from its folk
music, to church liturgicals, to its
beautiful art.

My generation, as well as my
parent’s generation, will continue making
music, art, as we spread and celebrating
the Armenian culture - appreciating and
understanding our heritage and history.

The Armenian youth of today,
the Armenian youth of tomorrow, will
continue the resilience of our ances-
tors, continue our culture — no matter

ACA Message Delivered by
Christine Afgakhanian

Dear ladies, gentleman and hon-
ored guests. We are gathered here
today, to commemorate the 1.5 million
Armenian civilians, dignitaries, clergy,
intellectuals, children and elders who
were murdered by the Ottoman Turks.

Every year, we join in protest,
we join in solidarity, to pay homage to
those who perished in the deserts of
Deir el Zor, to honor those who sur-
vived and thrived and flourished all
throughout the world creating, in the
words of the great William Saroyan,
“A New Armenia.”

For one hundred and three years,
we have fought for justice for the
Armenian Genocide. For recognition
and reparations, to move forward as a
people so that we may heal the wounds
that have been passed down for gen-
erations and generations.

Most of the survivors of the Ar-
menian Genocide are gone now, yet
their testimonies to the ungodly acts
they witnessed by the Young Turks
remain etched in our minds and in our
hearts. There are dozens of books
written and documentaries produced
about the Armenian Genocide, most
recently the Armenian Council of
America screened “Intent to Destroy.”

I urge you all to not only watch
these documentaries, but to use them
as educational tools for your children,
your non Armenian friends, neighbors
and colleagues. As Armenians, we are
ambassadors of our people and our
cause.

If the United States government
chooses their Geopolitical ally Turkey,
over formally re-affirming the fact
that is the Armenian Genocide, then it
is up to us as global citizens to educate
the world and to demand justice from
the culprit who today not only denies
that a Genocide was committed against
Armenians, but has the gall to say
Armenians also killed Turks.

The denial machine is active, it is
well-funded and every day it works
hard to undermine our Cause. That is
why we must work twice as hard to
shut it down and to show that the truth
prevails. No amount of money can
change history.

Collectively, our voices are
louder, as we are strong and resilient
people who have witnessed mass
atrocities and have prevailed. As am-
bassadors of our people only we can
seek justice for our cause and fight the
denial machine.

You may ask, “How? I’m not a
politician or a lobbyist or a millionaire
who can influence lawmakers.” The
answer is very simple. Boycott Turkey
— don’t support the Turkish economy
by buying Turkish products, travelling
to turkey or supporting active denialists
like TV personality Dr. Oz. This will
send a strong message to their lobby-
ists and their government, the same
government which has erected a monu-
ment commemorating a fictitious Turk-
ish Genocide committed by Armenians.

As Armenians, we need to be

serious about our cause through ac-
tions which speak louder than words,
than protests, than cars draped with
Armenian flags. In other words, we
need to hit them where it hurts — their
economy - and each and every one of
us has the power to do that.

April is not the only time we need
to be activists, we need to be activists
every day, in our daily lives through
the choices and decisions we make as
consumers and as global citizens and
as ambassadors of our people.

To the youth I say that we are not
victims. We are the children of Haik,
the descendants of Tigran the Great,
Vartan Mamikonian, Mesrop Mashdots,
Paramaz and Monte.

Our ancestors fought countless
wars to protect our lands, our identity,
our religion, customs and traditions.
For centuries we had to fight to pro-
tect what was rightfully ours, today
we have a part of the Armenian king-
dom which once existed and we must
do everything in our power to make the
Republic of Armenia and Artsakh flour-
ish and ensure that they are demo-
cratic and strong.

As many of you know, there are
currently protests within Armenia.
Today, the Armenian authorities de-
tained the leaders of this peaceful move-
ment. We demand their immediate re-
lease. We must make sure that those
peaceful protesters who are utilizing
their right for free speech are not
silenced.

We, as ambassadors of our
people, must also continuously advo-
cate that the rule of law, equity and
justice are not only things we demand
from Turkey, but also be preserved in
Armenia and Artsakh.

My final words to you tonight are
tonever give up. We have accomplished
a lot in one hundred and three years, but
we still have to continue to fight.

We need to demand justice
through our actions, take what is right-
fully ours and not be apologetic about
our cause by allowing denialists to
debate history and cast seeds of doubts
in the minds of people who are not
familiar with the Genocide.

As ambassadors of our people,
only we can seek justice for the Arme-
nian Cause.

what part of the world we are in, and
most especially we will continue to
fight for justice, speak truth to power,
not just for the Armenian cause, but
for all of humanity.

Not out of obligation, but be-
cause it is in our blood, we are after all
the descendants of those who refused
to lay down and die, and their resil-
ience continues on through us.
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