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needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
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(818) 500 9305
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Ruling Republican Party Blocks Pashinyan’s Bid for Prime Minister
General Strike Called in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
Armenian parliament failed to elect
opposition leader Nikol Pashinian prime
minister on Tuesday despite his warn-
ings about continued unrest in the
country.

Pashinian was backed by only 45
members of the 105-seat National As-
sembly following a lengthy and heated
debate on his bid to succeed Serzh
Sarkisian as premier. He needed at
least 53 votes.

Fifty-five other lawmakers rep-
resenting Sarkisian’s Republican Party
of Armenia (HHK) voted againsthim in
line with a decision announced by the
HHK leadership shortly before the vote.
HHK leaders said during the debate
that Pashinian is not fit to govern the
country. They also pointed to his lack
of government experience and ques-
tioned his ability to serve as com-
mander-in-chief of Armenia’s armed
forces.

Several HHK deputies also
pointed Pashinian’s past harsh criti-
cisms of Armenia’s membership in the
Russian-led Eurasian Economic Union
and the Collective Security Treaty
Organization (CSTO). They claimed
that Armenia could find itself at odds
with Russia if he comes to power.

Vahram Baghdasarian, the HHK’s
parliamentary leader, claimed that
Pashinian’s tenure would be fraught

_—

with “destructive consequences” and
“fateful dangers” for the country. He
also said that Sarkisian’s resignation
on April 23 was a sufficient response
to the massive street protests launched
by Pashinian.

“I hoped to hear a conceptual
speech by a candidate for prime min-
ister but I witnessed a speech that only
flattered people’s ears and was not
based on a program,” said Eduard
Sharmazanov, a deputy parliament
speaker. “Mr. Pashinian, you didn’t
convince me. I don’t see you as com-
mander-in-chief.”

Pashinian tried in vain to win
over at least some members of the
HHK majority when he twice gave
speeches in the parliament and an-
swered questions from over two dozen
lawmakers. In the end, only HHK
deputy, Felix Tsolakian, voted for him.

Voting for Pashinian were depu-
ties affiliated with the opposition
Yelk alliance, Gagik Tsarukian’s
bloc and the Armenian Revolution-
ary Federation (Dashnaktsutyun).
One of Dashnaktsutyun’s seven
deputies, Aghvan Vartanian, refused
to back the opposition candidate,
however, defying a decision made
by his party. Vartanian said he is
ready to resign from the parliament
as a result.

Pashinian warned before the vote

EU Reiterates Support to Armenia’s Efforts
to Build Democratic Society

The European Union has issued a
statement, reiterating its support to
Armenia in its efforts to build a pros-
perous and democratic society.

“In this context, it is crucial that
all sides engage in a comprehensive
dialogue, in view of the democratic
formation of a new government in
accordance with the Constitution and
in the interest of all Armenians,

“The European Union continues
to support the efforts of President
Armen Sarkissian in this regard. It
remains crucial that all parties involved,
including the law enforcement agen-

cies and those exercising their right of
freedom of assembly and expression,
show restraint and responsibility,” the
statement reads.

A senior U.S. State Department
official telephoned opposition leader Nikol
Pashinian on Monday to discuss the
continuing political crisis in Armenia.

In a short Facebook post,
Pashinian said he and Assistant Secre-
tary of State Wess Mitchell touched
upon “issues relating to a peaceful and
legal resolution” of the crisis sparked
by massive anti-government protests.
He did not elaborate.

that the parliament’s failure to choose
him as prime minister would mean that
the ruling party has “destroyed itself at
once and irreversibly.” He also said
that the full victory of his popular
movement is inevitable.

“A force declaring a war on its
own people cannot exist and what
we are seeing is not the HHK or its
parliamentary faction but a ghost,”
he said. He strongly condemned HHK
claims that his premiership would
hurt Russian-Armenian ties and in-
crease the risk of a war with
Azerbaijan. Pashinian warned Ruling
Party MPs of a “political tsunami” if
they did not back him.

The vote result means that the
parliament will have to meet again on
May 8 for another debate on the next
prime minister. Under the Armenian
constitution, the legislature would au-
tomatically be dissolved and early gen-

eral elections would be scheduled with
the Republican-led acting government
in charge of the electoral process.

Pashinian responded to the vote
by calling on citizens across the coun-
try to join a general strike beginning at
8:15 a.m. on May 2 and strengthen his
negotiating position on opposition de-
mands that he be appointed as the next
prime minister.

Speaking to tens of thousands of
supporters gathered at Republic Square
in central Yerevan after the legislature's
vote, Pashinian said all workers should
stop going to their jobs and all students
should stop attending their classes be-
ginning on May 2.

He also called for protesters to
continue "nonviolent, peaceful acts of
civil disobedience" -- including the
blocking of all roads and highways in
the country and the closure of rail-
roads and airports.

Armenian Church in Istanbul Desecrated

ISTANBUL -- The Armenian St.
Tagavor Church in Istanbul’s Kadikoy
district has been desecrated, Agos re-
ports.

Social media messages show the
words “Bu Vatan Bizim, meaning “This
Fatherland Is Ours” sprayed on the
church walls.

Photos also show a lot of gar-

bage in front of the church.

The Kadikoy Municiplity has is-
sued a statement, condemning the “rac-
ist attack” and informed that the area
has already been cleaned.

After studying camera images,
the church administration said the man
writing on the wall had participated in
a liturgy the day before.
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Protesters March Accompanied by Members
of Syrian Armenian Scout Band

YEREVAN -- "One who comes
to the Homeland, can never return
back. Syria will always remain in my
heart, but I can only imagine my future
in Armenia," one of the musicians
accompanying the procession from
the French square, Meghri Petrosyan
said.

Playing the trumpet, 23-year-old
Meghri emphasized that even if the
war in Syria ends and the situation
there is stabilized, she will remain in
Armenia.

The musicians, dressed in identi-
cal white shirts, red berets and red and

white ties, (part of Homenmen Arme-
nia) came to Armenia from Aleppo,
Damascus and other cities of Syria
immediately after the outbreak of war
in their country.

Meghri from Aleppo, has lived in
Armenia for two years now, and re-
cently joined the band, which was
created six months ago.

"We represent the Hunchakian
party. And we are here not only as
musicians, but also because we share
theideas ofthe movement," Meghri said.

The article was translated from
an Armenian article at hetq.am

Largest Biotechnology Park in Region
Opened in Yerevan

YEREVAN -- The FMD K&L
Europe has opened the largest biotech-
nology park in Yerevan on April 27.
The list of participants of the cer-
emony included foreign ambassadors,
world leading biotechnology, pharma-
ceutical, financial, IT and other lead-
ing figures. The FMD K&L Europe is
aChinese-American transnational com-
pany that has been operating in Arme-
nia for 3 years and has already invested
about $4 million during this period,
Business Armenia reports.

The company is planning on in-
vesting another $3 million and increase
the number of employees from 170 to
250 and then up to 500 in 2018. Within
the scope of the biotechnology part,
the company will cooperate with the
largest pharmaceutical companies.

“Compared to other countries Ar-
menia has important advantages: firstly,
well-educated specialists and medical
schools. Secondly, investing in Arme-
nia is beneficial in terms of costs too.
This increases the level of competi-
tiveness. And finally, the favorable

geolocation of Armenia will guarantee
the entry into other CIS countries”,
Mr. Dan Zhang, the Chairman of Board
of Trustees of the FMD K&L global
company, said.

“When I first came to Armenia I
investigated the environment and found
that the country has highly qualified
doctors and biologists. Armenia may
become the perfect platform for our
company to enter Europe”, Executive
Director of FMD K&L Europe, Mr.
Kirit Velaninoted.

“These days the managing staff of
FMD K&L Corporation is in Armenia
too. They held the annual meeting of the
company's board in Armenia. This is a
certain level of appreciation of the in-
vestment and business environment of
our country”, CEO of Business Arme-
nia, Mr. Armen Avak Avakian stated.

In the technology park, the
Shtigen company has installed a hybrid
solar power plant, which, besides from
saving and protecting the environment,
ensures uninterrupted operations even
in case of power failure.
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Taner Akcam: Speaking of Genocide is the
Responsibility of All Humanity

Speaking out about historical
crimes, especially genocide, is the re-
sponsibility of all humanity, Turkish his-
torian Taner Akcam, chair in Armenian
Genocide Studies at the Strassler Center
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at
Clark University, said in an address to
Swedish parliament on Tuesday, Ahval
News reports.

This is not an issue for Armenians
and Turks or Jews and Germans, alone,
he said.

The full text of the address is
provided below:

The central issues that Turks must
confront, is our inability or refusal to
acknowledge the violence we have per-
petrated, especially, the massacres and
genocide carried out against our fellow
Christian citizens — the Armenians,
Assyrians and Greeks.

While mass violence is not
unique to Turkey, it is a major fea-
ture of the turmoil that characterizes
the Middle East.

It is difficult to determine the
beginning- and end-dates for historical
processes; however, between the 1878
Berlin Congress and the founding of the
Turkish Republic in 1923, the Otto-
man-Turkish lands experienced waves
of upheaval, an earthquake comprised
of a series of massacres that constitute
a genocidal process. The 1894-6 mas-
sacres of Armenians and Assyrians; the
1904 Sasun and 1908 Adana massacres
of Armenians; the 1913-4 ethnic cleans-
ing and massacres of Greeks; the 1915-
18 genocide of Armenians and
Assyrians; and the 1921-22 Pontus
genocide represent the most signifi-
cant tremors of this earthquake.

The 45-year long (1878-1923)
earthquake, which can be characterized
as the Ottoman genocide of Christians,
continued during the Republican era at
various intervals. The Jewish affair in
1934 in Trace; the 1937-38 Dersim
genocide; the 1942 Property Tax; the
pogrom of 6-7 September 1955; the
slaughter of intellectual youth during
1960, 71 and 80 military coups; and the
never ending suppressions of the Kurds,
including their systematic torture and
killings in the 1990s and 2015 represent
some examples of this continuation.

If, today, Turkey struggles to es-
tablish a regime that respects human
rights and continues to face significant
hurdles in its democratization, it is due to
the refusal to confront and face the
crimes committed in the past. More-
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over, the challenges are not limited to
Turkey’s internal affairs, but also extend
to the wider region. The military opera-
tions in Syria and the war with the Kurds
are also manifestations of this inability to
face the past.

This state of affairs raises a cen-
tral question: why must we face our
history? Why must we memorialize and
remember past crimes? Allow me to
present five fundamental and intercon-
nected reasons:

The first important reason why
we should remember and commemo-
rate past atrocities is because we have
to remember the victims, pay our
respects to their memory and Re-
humanize them. Dehumanization is
essential to the perpetration of mass
atrocities. The most effective way to
inspire perpetrators to kill is to make
their victims inhuman. This is how
individuals overcome their normal hu-
man revulsion toward murder. Nazis
classified the Jews as bacteria or
microbe/germs; in Rwanda, the Hutus
called the Tutsis cockroaches. The
Ottoman Turkish rulers described Ar-
menians as a tumour in the Turkish
body that had to be excised. By de-
priving the victim group of its human-
ity, perpetrators pave the way for
mass-atrocities. Commemoration is,
ifnothing else, an act of protest against
this repulsive phenomenon. Re-hu-
manizing the victims by honouring
them and restoring their dignity is one
of the most important steps in de-
nouncing the perpetrator.

The second reason for remem-
brance is that it creates the foundations
for co-existence. Communities that have
experienced a painful past filled with
violent acts, can only reconcile and live
together peacefully if they “talk” about
this common past with each other. Fail-
ing to do so, they will continue to regard
each other with doubt and suspicion and
ultimately get crushed under the burdens
of'the past. If Turks cannot engage in an
honest reckoning of their crimes, enter
into serious dialogue with Armenians,
Greeks and Assyrians, and listen to the
deeply painful histories of these commus-
nities, the victim groups will never feel
any measure of trust for Turks. The only
way for Turks to achieve peaceful coex-
istence at home, and with their
neighbours, is for the Turkish govern-
ment and its people (including Turks,

Continued on page4
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The Martyrs’ Monument in Montebello:
The Truth Prevails

Recently a brochure celebrating
the 50th anniversary of the Armenian
Genocide Martyrs’ Monument in
Montebello was sent out soliciting funds
for the Monument Council. Rightfully,
the cover heralded the words, “Cel-
ebrating what was once thought to be
impossible.” In the same spirit of cel-
ebration we wish to recount some
important facts regarding this monu-
ment which has served as a rallying
point for our entire community during
this past half-century.

A group of dedicated Americans
of Armenian descent, representing all
different aspects of the community,
came together in the spirit of unity and
organized as the Monument Commit-
tee.* After three years of delibera-
tions, planning, developing, organiz-
ing, fund-raising and fighting political
obstacle, the Armenian Genocide Mar-
tyrs’ Monument was unveiled to the
waiting public on April 21, 1968. “This
monument erected by American of
Armenian descent,” says the inscrip-
tion at its base, “Is dedicated to the
1,500,000 Armenian Victims of the
Genocide perpetrated by the Turkish
Government, 1915-1921, and to men
of all nations who have fallen victim to
crimes against humanity.”

Just a few weeks after the open-
ing of the monument, on May 18,
1968, His Holiness Vazken I, of Blessed
Memory, the Supreme Patriarch and
Catholicos of All Armenians arrived
and blessed the monument and the
community. From the Mother See of
Holy Etchmiadzin he brought with him
two cross-stones (khatchkars) etched
with the words of hope and endurance.
These stones came to symbolize the
deep link and connection between this
Monument in Montebello with the monu-
mentin Dzidzernagabert, and with monu-
ments throughout the world ever since.

On that historic day in 1968, at
the footsteps of the Monument, the
Venerable Catholicos Vazken I, as the
spiritual father of all Armenians, ad-
dressed his children and the general
public. His words were met with thun-
derous applause and massive grati-
tude. “From those dark days in 1915,

an entire country was destroyed... an
entire people were beheaded... butjust
as Christ rose three days after death,
three years after 1915, in 1918 our
Independent Armenia was announced.”

We want the records to reflect
the entire story. The Armenian Geno-
cide Martyrs’ Monument belongs to
us all. It is a monument to the past and
at the same time a monument to the
power of our united efforts. We cel-
ebrate the 50th anniversary with a
sense of pride and accomplishment for
the God-given gift of perseverance
and determination shown by our people.
Together, let us “Celebrate what was
once thought to be impossible.”

God bless our Armenian Nation
and People.

Prayerfully,

Archbishop Hovnan Derderian,
Primate

Western Diocese of the Arme-
nian Church

April 20,2018

skokoskoskoskok

The original Monument Commit-
tee are recognized on a plaque at the
monument: Hagop Abdulian; Hrant
Agbabian; Krikor Aivazian; Hagop
Arshagouni; Marilyn Arshagouni;
Vartan Fundukian; Harmik Hacobian;
Richard Hovannisian; Osheen
Keshishian; George Mandossian; Hagop
Manjikian; Michael Minasian; Vasken
Minasian; Bob Movel; Varougan
Movsesian; Hagop Nazarian; Misak
Sevacherian; Jivan Tabibian.

Armenian Wounded Heroes Fund
Visits Las Vegas

LAS VEGAS - Saturday,
April 28,2018 - Community mem-
bers gathered at the Sunset Park

Armenian Memorial Monument to
welcome Major Sargis Stepanyan
from Armenia, Republic of

May 5, 2018

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian to Discuss
Challenges Facing Christianity
in Middle East

GLENDALE -
University of Oxford M ay 8
Associate, Dr. .
Hratch Tchilingirian 7:30 pm A

will be in town to
present a special il-
lustrated talk titled,
Challenges Facing
Eastern Christianity
Caught in Extrem-
ism and Destruction
in the Middle East
on Tuesday, May 8,
2018 at 7:30pm at
Abril Bookstore -
415 E. Broadway,
Glendale, CA. Ad-
mission 1is free.
Event is sponsored
by In His Shoes.

Eastern Chris-
tian communities in the Middle East,
with deep historical, theological, cul-
tural and social roots in the region, are
at the verge of disappearance in the
coming decades inthe very lands where
Christianity was born. Indeed, four of
the five of the most important hierar-
chical centers in Christianity are in the
Middle East today, whose roots go
back to two millennia (namely, the
Patriarchates of Antioch, Alexandria,
Jerusalem, and Constantinople). While
small in numbers relative to global
Christianity, communities in the Middle
East, especially the Levant, have
ecclesial significance for the wider
Christian world. Against the back-
ground of the deep history and rich
religious heritage of these communi-
ties, Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian will dis-
cuss the critical challenges facing
Christianity in the Middle East today,
in face of wars, religious extremism,
sectarian conflicts, socio-economic
decline and migration.

Dr. Hratch Tchilingirian is an
activist sociologist. In recent years he
has drawn attention to the plight of
minorities and Christian communities
in the Middle East, especially in aca-

Challenges Facing
Eastern Christianity
Caught in Extremism
and Destruction in

the Middle East
An illustrated talk by:

HRATCH TCHILINGIRIAN

demic and policy-making circles. As a
public intellectual, his research, think-
ing and projects aim to make heritage
identity, culture and language a living
experience, especially in diasporic life.
Following his PhD in sociology at the
London School of Economics, he was
director of research on Eurasia and
lecturer at Cambridge University’s
business school (2003-2012). Since
2012, he is Associate of the Faculty of
Oriental Studies at University of Ox-
ford, focusing on Middle Eastern and
Armenian studies, with a particular fo-
cus on identity politics, homeland-
disaspora relations, sociology of reli-
gion, and inter-ethnic conflicts in the
Middle Eastand Eurasia. Dr. Tchilingirian
has lectured internationally and is the
author of numerous academic studies
and popular articles. Dr. Tchilingirian
has held executive positions in academic
institutions and charitable organizations
and has served communities in various
capacities and leadership positions in the
United Kingdom and the United States
foroverthree decades. Heremains deeply
engaged in community life and takes
active part in civic and professional
projects.

Artsakh Permanent Representa-
tive of Washington D.C., Robert
Avetisyan, and Razmig Arzou-
manian of the Armenian Wounded
Heroes Fund (AWHF) board mem-
ber from New York.

Andy Armenian, Republic of
Armenia Honorary Consul in Las Ve-
gas, welcomed guests and summa-
rized the community’s efforts in
building the monument which was
completed in 2015 on the centennial
commemoration year of the Arme-
nian Genocide. Visitors laid flowers at
the monument and later proceeded to
St. Geragos Church for a presentation
and reception that was cosponsored
by all local Armenian churches and
organizations, hosted by the Las Ve-
gas AGBU chapter.

Mr. Mikhael Oganesian in his
opening remarks welcomed and in-
troduced guests and invited Mr. Rob-
ert Avetisyan who provided a testi-
monial of the important work car-
ried out by Armenian Wounded He-
roes Fund (AWHF) in Artsakh. Ma-
jor Sargis Stepanyan, an active mem-

ber ofthe Republic of Armenia’s Army,
shared his personal and painful experi-
ences of survival after losing both legs
and his right arm in 2014 to a landmine
explosion on the Artsakh-Azerbaijan
boarder. Major Stepanyan continues
his active military duty by mentoring,
counseling and motivating other
wounded soldiers.

Mr. Razmig Arzoumanian ex-
plained that the AWHF mission’s
primary focus is to provide mili-
tary grade lifesaving First-Aid-kits
to the front-line soldiers as well as
provide medical rehabilitation to
the wounded soldiers. Learn more
about AWHF activities by visiting
their website at:
ArmenianWoundedHeroes.com.

A question and answer session
followed, where the audience was
highly appreciative of the explana-
tions provided by Mr. Arzoumanian
and the humanitarian initiatives un-
dertaken by AWHF.

During the evening the Las Ve-
gas community raised over $5,000
in support of AWHF efforts.



Massis Weekly

May 5, 2018

Dr. Richard Hovannisian Delivers Series of Lectures in
Celebration of First Armenian Republic Centennial

YEREVAN?On April 16, 18, and
20, 2018, the American University of
Armenia (AUA) and the Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union (AGBU) Arme-
nia co-hosted a lecture series by emi-
nenthistorian Dr. Richard Hovannisian.
The lectures were dedicated to the
centennial of the First Armenian Re-
public. AUA President Dr. Armen Der
Kiureghian introduced Dr. Hovannisian,
who is an Armenian-American histo-
rian and professor emeritus at the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles.

“This year marks the centennial
of the First Armenian Republic. [...]
As a university, the best way for us to
commemorate this anniversary is to
provide a scholarly examination of its
history and significance. There is no
scholar in this world who is more
qualified to speak about this subject
than Professor Richard Hovannisian.
His four volumes on the history of the
First Republic, which are now trans-
lated into Armenian and Russian, are
the definitive works on the subject,”
Dr. Der Kiureghian noted.

Dr. Der Kiureghian also expressed
his gratitude to AGBU, represented by
Vasken Yacoubian, AGBU Armenia
Presidentand AGBU Central Board mem-
ber, for sponsoring the lecture series.

“As the world’s largest organiza-
tion committed to the development and
prosperity of all Armenians, AGBU has
always been supporting the Armenian
statehood, irrespective of the governing
system. The 100th anniversary of the
First Armenian Republic is not only a
good occasion to celebrate, but it is also
an occasion to appreciate, evaluate, and

learn lessons from the history, to become
more powerful and united in the face of
current challenges,” said Yacoubian.
During the firstlecture titled “May
28: The Uncharted Course Toward
Independence,” Dr. Hovannisian pre-
sented the conditions during World
War [ which made the road to indepen-
dence extremely treacherous. Accord-
ing to Dr. Hovannisian, in 1918, when
the Russian armies withdrew from the
Caucasus and the Turkish army re-
claimed six provinces including Batum,
Kars, and Ardahan, the Armenians were
facing a difficult situation and sought
the support of their neighbors. Thus,
the Transcaucasian Federation was es-
tablished, which was on the territory of
present-day Armenia, Azerbaijan, and
Georgia, as well as parts of modern-day
Turkey and Russia. But the new coun-
try did not have a strong foundation and
the Turkish invasions to conquer more

Project SAVE Armenian Photograph
in USC Shoah's iWitness Program

Project SAVE Armenian Photo-
graph Archives has partnered with the
USC Shoah Foundation-The Institute
for Visual History and Education, that
provides access to testimonies of sur-
vivors and witnesses to the Armenian
Genocide, Holocaust, Nanjing Massa-
cres, and Genocides of Guatemala,
Cambodia and Rwanda.

A selection of Project SAVE Ar-
chives photographs are now integrated
into their award winning [Witness
educational website.

[Witness users can access a
curated selection of images from
Project SAVE within the "Images" da-
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tabase and the number will continue to
increase.

As a result of this integration,
students will be able to conduct re-
search, corroborate sources, and use
the photographs in their uniquely pro-
duced work.

"By expanding the IWitness pro-
gram to include Armenian photographs
from Project SAVE, this collaboration
will give teachers and students the
opportunity to gain insight to a more
complete story of the Armenian people,
from pre-genocide to post-genocide."
Tsoleen Sarian, Project SAVE's Ex-
ecutive Director.

territories, among which were Tiflis,
Alexandrapol, and Echmiadzin, contin-
ued until May 26, 1918, when Georgia
declared independence.

“That was followed, a day or two
later, by the Muslim National Council
declaring the independence of Azerbaijan,
a name that we have not heard before in
the Caucasus because Azerbaijan or
Atrpatakan, for the Armenians at least,
was the area of Tabriz, northern Iran,”
noted Dr. Hovannisian. So, Armenians
were left in a lurch because Georgia
had declared the independence of their
state and the Azerbaijanis, in their turn,
wanted to appropriate eastern and
southern Transcaucasia. It was under
these circumstances that Armenia de-
cided to declare independence to take
control of its provinces.

The focus of the second lecture
titled “Creating the Republic’s Infra-
structure,” was the measures taken to
lay the foundations of a republican
form of government, while also dealing
with internal tensions, not only among
the several Armenian political parties,
but especially within the dominant
Dashnaktsutiun party, as well. Dr.
Hovannisian noted that in 1919 the Ar-
menian Populist Party boycotted the
national parliamentary election and the
latter was held without their participa-
tion. This was a serious blow to the

development of the infrastructure of the
First Republic of Armenia, as the only
real liberal party that could draw around
itthe Armenian bourgeoisie and intellec-
tuals did not take part in the elections.

At the same time, the elections
had proportional representation of all
citizens and residents of Armenia who
were eligible to vote regardless of race,
religion, and sex. “This is an enor-
mously progressive concept when you
remember that many countries still had
not given women the right to vote,”
Dr. Hovannisian remarked. In addi-
tion, he emphasized the crucial role of
the Diaspora, who were yearning to
return to their historic homeland when
they learned about a united Armenian
state. The establishment of the first
Armenian university in Alexandrapol
was another factor which contributed
to the formation of the First Republic’s
infrastructure. Dr. Hovannisian said
that although Armenia had to struggle
for its independence it was also the
right time to focus on enlightenment
and education of the population.

The concluding lecture titled
“Armenia in the International Arena
and an Assessment” touched upon
such issues as expanding the terri-
tory of the small Armenian state, the
realization of a “Free, Independent,
United Armenia,” and the efforts of
Armenian diplomats and Armenophilic
world leaders to gain support for the
Republic on five continents, among
others. The response of the Great
Powers was critical in that endeavor,
and it was a question of whether they
would commit the resources neces-
sary to honor their wartime pledges
regarding the future of the Armenian
people. The collapse of the First Ar-
menian Republic in December 1920
gave the answer to that question. As
the Republic passed into history,
strongly divergent views became
manifest regarding its actual signifi-
cance. Dr. Hovannisian considered
the question about the implicationsof
the First Armenian Republic.
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Kurds, Alevites, Sunnis, etc.) to ac-
knowledge historic wrongs honestly and
to accept responsibility for their actions.
Without genuinely confronting and ac-
cepting this painful history, a common
future will never be constructed.

The third reason why we must
face our history is as follows: We re-
member the pastand commemorate mass
atrocities because this is a basic prereq-
uisite for a democratic society. In order
to establish a democracy that respects
human rights, it is essential to first con-
front human rights violations. Failure to
do so, and impunity for past crimes,
inhibit a nation’s commitment to respect
present day human rights. How you
view and regard your past will also
determine how you construct your fu-
ture... Recognition of historic injustices
is essential to establishing a democratic
environment that values human rights.

The fourth important reason for
remembering and honouring the past is

to raise our voices to say, “Never
again!” In order to avoid mass atroci-
ties, we must remember! But remem-
bering, alone, may not be enough to
prevent the repetition of past injustices;
however, it is an important pre-condi-
tion. Denying historic wrongs leaves
the door wide open for the potential risk
of repeating the same crimes, the same
mistakes over again. Denying massa-
cres and crimes, Turkey sends the
message that it would perpetrate the
same crimes again, if threatened. For
this reason, it is not an exaggeration to
claim that Turkey represents a potential
threat to the entire region.

The last important reason to com-
memorate past atrocities is to fight denial
and overcome obstructions in the quest
for truth and justice. This core principle
is crucial, for it effectively demonstrates
that acknowledging a historic crime is
not limited to remembering an event of
the past, but that it constitutes a prereq-
uisite for the consolidation of peace,
security and stability today.
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes « Fencing & Painting
Iron Work Repair - Electrical Job

Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable - Reliable « Fast Work

CALL HARRY
8182193314
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