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Nikol Pashinian Elected Prime Minister of Armenian

YEREVAN (RFE/RL)-- The Ar-
menian parliament voted to elect oppo-
sition leader Nikol Pashinian prime min-
ister on Tuesday nearly one month
after he launched sustained anti-gov-
ernment protests that led to resigna-
tion of Armenia’s longtime leader,
Serzh Sarkisian.

Pashinian was backed by 59 of
the 105 members of the National As-
sembly. They included 13 lawmakers
representing Sarkisian’s Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK). Forty-two
other HHK deputies voted against him.

The HHK’s parliamentary leader,
Vahram Baghdasarian, made clear just
before the vote that his party still has
serious doubts about Pashinian’s abil-
ity to govern Armenia but will nonethe-
less help him become prime minister in
order to restore “political stability” in
the country.

“Mr. Pashinian, you will be
elected prime minister ... God willing,
you will dispel the lingering concerns
ofthe HHK faction,” said Baghdasarian.

“Iwill serve the people of Arme-
nia and the Republic of Armenia,”
Pashinian declared immediately after
the vote which sparked jubilant scenes
in Yerevan’s Republic Square where
tens of thousands of his supporters
gathered to celebrate his widely antici-
pated rise to power.

Addressing the parliament before
the vote, Pashinian pledged to imple-
ment “very serious reforms” that would
democratize Armenia, strengthen the
rule of law and radically improve the
domestic business environmental.

“All people are equal before the
law, period!” he said. “There will be no
privileged people in Armenia, period!
Elections will not be rigged and vote
bribes will not be handed out anymore,
period! There will be no artificial eco-
nomic monopolies, period! Human
rights will be protected, government
will not be a means for making money,
and corruption will be rooted out, pe-
riod!”

Pashinian made clear at the same
time that he will not wage “vendettas”
against members of the HHK and the
previous governments and will pre-
clude any “redistribution” of economic
assets and properties.

Also, he again ruled out major

changes in Armenian foreign policy. In
particular, he reiterated that Armenia
will remain part of the Russian-led
Eurasian Economic Union and the Col-
lective Security Treaty Organization
(CSTO). “We regard military coop-
eration with Russia as an important
factor of ensuing Armenia’s security,”
he said, adding he will also strive to
deepen Armenia’s ties with the Euro-
pean Union and the United States.

Pashinian further reaffirmed his
plans to push for fresh parliamentary
elections. Buthe gave no possible dates
for the conduct of such polls. It re-
mains to be seen whether the HHK,
which continues to control the major-
ity of seats in the parliament, will agree
to them.

The idea of fresh elections is also
supported by businessman Gagik
Tsarukian’s alliance and the Armenian
Revolutionary Federation. Both politi-
cal groups have backed the Pashinian-
led street protests against Sarkisian’s
attempt to extend his rule, which be-
gan in Yerevan on April 13 and inten-
sified dramatically in the following
weeks.

Sarkisian, who served as
Armenia’s president from 2008-
2018, stepped down as prime minis-
ter on April 23.

Pashinian declined to shed light
on the composition of his cabinet when
he spoke to reporters moments after
being elected prime minister. He said
his ministers will be chosen “as aresult
of discussions” with his allies and
other political groups.

Pashinian, who will turn 43 on
June 1, received a hero’s welcome
when he headed to Republic Square,
the main venue of the protests, later in
the afternoon. “You won today,” he
told the jubilant crowd chanting
“Nikol!” and “Victory!”

“The victory is not my being
elected prime minister,” he added. “The
victory is the fact that it’s you who
have decided who must be prime min-
ister of Armenia.”

The rally, which also featured
speeches by two prominent artists
supporting the protest movement, was
followed by a live concert.

Pashinian, is a former journalist
who edited Armenia’s best-selling daily

newspaper, “Haykakan Zhamanak,”
from 1999-2012. He also has a long
history of political activism. He first
ran for the parliament in 2007 as the
top candidate of an opposition group
that challenged then President Robert
Kocharian. The group called Impeach-
ment failed to win any parliament seats.

Pashinian went on to play a major
role in a broad-based opposition move-
ment launched by former President
Levon Ter-Petrosian, the main opposi-
tion candidate in a hotly disputed presi-
dential election held in February 2008.
The vote marred by reports of serious
fraud formalized the handover of power
from Kocharian to Serzh Sarkisian.

Pashinian went into hiding fol-
lowing the deadly suppression on
March 1-2, 2008 of post-election pro-
tests in Yerevan. He surrendered to
law-enforcement authorities in July
2009 and was subsequently tried and
sentenced to seven years in prison on
charges stemming from the unrest.
Like other Ter-Petrosian allies, he was
released from jail in May 2011 under a
general amnesty declared by the
Sarkisian administration.

A year later Pashinian was elected
to the National Assembly on the ticket

Continued on page 2

Armenian PM,
Russian President
Agree to Strengthen
Bilateral Ties

YEREVAN — Armenia’s newly
elected Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
and Russian President Vladimir Putin
spoke on the phone on Tuesday and
agreed to further strengthen bilateral
ties.

Vladimir Putin congratulated Nikol
Pashinian on his election as the Prime
Minister of the Republic of Armenia
and wished him success in that re-
sponsible government post.

The two leaders expressed mu-
tual desire to continue further strength-
ening traditionally friendly, allied bi-
lateral relations. They emphasized their
willingness for partnership in multi-
lateral and integration formats, pri-
marily the Eurasian Economic Union
and the Collective Security Treaty
Organisation.

Nikol Pashinian, in turn, warmly
congratulated the Russian president on
assuming office and wished him suc-
cess in his activity.

Vladimir Putin and Nikol Pashinian
exchanged greetings on the occasion
of'the forthcoming celebrations of Vic-
tory in the Great Patriotic War.

Former California Governor
George Deukmejian Dead at 89

LOS ANGELES — Former Cali-
fornia Gov. George Deukmejian has
died at age 89, his family confirmed
Tuesday. Popular two-term Repub-
lican governor of California who
built his career on fighting crime,
hardening the state’s criminal jus-
tice stance and shoring up its leaky
finances, Deukmejian served as the
35th governor of California from
1983 to 1991.

Deukmejian, the son of Arme-
nian immigrants was born June 6,
1928, in New York, not far from the
state capital of Albany. After earning
his law degree at St. John’s Univer-
sity, Deukmejian was drafted into the
US Army, where he was assigned legal
duty. His identification with Arme-
nians, who were victims of a genocide
during the early 20th century at the
hands of the Ottoman Turks, would
infuse his life with a determination to
ensure the rule of law.

Deukmejian was elected to the
Assembly in 1962 and served in the
lower chamber until 1967. That year,
the voters of Los Angeles sent him to
the state Senate where he would serve
until 1979. He followed that up by
serving as the state attorney general
from 1979 to 1983. Deukmejian was
elected governor in 1983, defeating
Los Angeles Mayor Tom Bradley.

The California State Library lists
his accomplishments as promoting

sound economic policies that led to the
creation of more than 2.8 million new
jobs, making education a priority for
the state and creating a workfare pro-
gram.

Deukmejian was also notable for
being the state’s first governor of Ar-
menian descent. Since serving as gov-
ernor, Deukmejian remained active in
the community, particularly around
his home in Long Beach.

Deukmejian is survived by his
wife of more than 60 years, Gloria
May. The couple had two daughters
and one son together.

George Deukmejian was admired
by Republicans and Democrats alike
for his willingness to cross party
boundaries.
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Opposition Activist Andrias Ghukasian
Released from Custody

YEREVAN — Opposition activ-
ist Andrias Ghukasian was released
from custody on Monday pending a
verdict in his trial on charges of aiding
gunmen that seized a police station in
Yerevanin 2016 to demand then Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian’s resignation.

Ghukasian, was one of the orga-
nizers of demonstrations held in sup-
port of the armed members of a fringe
opposition group. The charges levelled
against him stem from one of those
rallies organized on July 29, 2016 in
Yerevan’s Sari Tagh neighborhood
close to the besieged police base.

Riotpolice used tear gas and stun
grenades to disperse the protesters
after they refused to march back to the
city center. Several organizers of the
protest were arrested and charged with
provoking “mass disturbances.” All of
them except Ghukasian were subse-
quently released from custody.

The 47-year-old also stands ac-
cused of planning to have the protest-

ers break through a police cordon, join
the gunmen and thus prolong their
standoff with security forces, which
left three police officers dead. He de-
nies the accusations as politically mo-
tivated.

Ghukasian offered to post bail
shortly after he went on trial in August
last year. The judge in the case turned
down the request as “unfounded,”
prompting strong criticism from the
defendant and his lawyer.

Ghukasian was freed in the court-
room this time around in return for a
written pledge not to leave Yerevan
until the judge, Vartan Grigorian, hands
down a verdict in the case. A trial
prosecutor objected to his release.

The court order followed a dra-
matic change of the political situation
in Armenia. Opposition leader Nikol
Pashinian, who is widely expected to
become Armenia’s prime minister on
Tuesday, has repeatedly described
Ghukasian as a political prisoner.

Nikol Pashinian Elected
Prime Minister of Armenian

Continued frompage 1

of Ter-Petrosian’s Armenian National
Congress (HAK). He subsequently fell
out with the ex-president and set up his
own party, Civil Contract.

Civil Contract and two other op-
position parties, Bright Armenia and
Republic, setup an alliance called Yelk
(Way Out) ahead of Armenia’s last
parliamentary elections held in April
2017. Yelk won 9 parliament seats.

Both Bright Armenia and Repub-
lic refused to support Pashinian when

he embarked on his campaign aimed at
preventing Sarkisian from becoming
prime minister and thus extending his
decade-long rule. They said that he
will fail to attract large crowds.

Pashinian began the unexpect-
edly successful campaign in Armenia
second largest city of Gyumri on
March 31. He returned to Yerevan on
foot on April 13 after walking more
than 200 kilometers through the
country’s northern and central regions
in an effort to drum up popular sup-
port for his cause.

May 12, 2018

Fr. Daniel Findikyan Elected as Primate
of Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church

NEW YORK — The Eastern Dio-
cese of the Armenian Church of
America entered a new era of leader-
ship on Friday, May 4, 2018, when the
116th Diocesan Assembly elected the
Very Reverend Fr. Daniel Findikyan as
the new Diocesan Primate.

Pending the anticipated confir-
mation of His Holiness Karekin II, the
Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of
All Armenians, Fr. Findikyan will serve
as the 12th Primate of the Diocese, and
the first in its 120-year history born in
the United States of America.

Ordained as a celibate priest in
1997, and a noted international scholar
of liturgics, Fr. Findikyan has served
the church as dean of North America’s
St. Nersess Armenian Seminary, and
(currently) as director of the Krikor
and Clara Zohrab Information Center,
the Eastern Diocese’s research and
scholarship facility.

He succeeds Archbishop Khajag
Barsamian, at 28 years the longest
serving Diocesan Primate.

The delegates of the 116th Dioc-
esan Assembly voted on a slate of
three candidates, which included Arch-
bishop Vicken Aykazian (the Diocesan
Legate and Ecumenical Director), the
Very Reverend Fr. Oshagan Gulgulian
(pastor of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob
Church of Wynnewood, PA), and Fr.
Findikyan.

In their respective, brief remarks
to the delegates prior to balloting on
Friday morning, each of the candi-
dates expressed warm brotherly re-
gard for each other, and humble grati-
tude to be under consideration for the
honor of serving as Primate. The same
feelings of mutual respect and gra-
ciousness were expressed by all three
after the result was announced.

Following the announcement of
the electionresult, all the clergy present
entered the assembly chamber in pro-
cession, leading the Primate elect—
along with the other candidates and
incumbent Primate Archbishop
Barsamian—to the singing of the
hymn “Ourakh Ler” (Be Joyful). In a
moving ceremony, the clergy then
approached Fr. Findikyan one by one
to receive his blessing.

In his first address as Primate-
elect, Fr. Findikyan told the delegates

he was “enormously humbled and hon-
ored that you have chosen me to be
your next Primate.”

He addressed warm thanks to
Archbishop Aykazian, calling him “a
father to me for decades,” from whom
“I have learned, and will continue to
learn, and I will need your help in the
days ahead.”

To Fr. Gulgulian—who served
as Fr. Findikyan’s sponsor at his el-
evation to the rank of vartabed—he
thanked him for years of friendship,
wished him many joyful years of his
ministry, and asked for “many more
years of joy-filled, brotherly counsel.”

Finally he thanked Archbishop
Barsamian, who ordained Fr. Findikyan
21 years ago. Thanking him for his
fatherly guidance over two decades,
he said to the outgoing Primate: “You
have a large family of spiritual chil-
dren, and I am honored to be one of
those children. My prayer is that God
will lead you to where He needs you,
with the same fatherly love you’ve
shown to this Diocese.”

Archbishop Barsamian in turn
congratulated the Primate-elect, ex-
pressing his confidence in him “from
the bottom of my heart. I will always
be ready to help you any time you need
me.”

Finally, Fr. Findikyan thanked
the delegates, and through them the
people of the Diocese. “I have infinite
confidence inyou,” he said. “Together,
with eyes raised to Jesus Christ, and
our feet firmly planted in the precious
soil of the Armenian Church, we will
work together to overcome the chal-
lenges before us.”

The Diocesan Assembly imme-
diately issued a letter to His Holiness
Karekin II requesting that the
Catholicos of All Armenians confirm
and bless the election result. With the
confirmation of Catholicos Karekin
II, Fr. Findikyan would officially
advance from Primate-elect to Dioc-
esan Primate.

The 116th Diocesan Assembly
convened at the Marriott Renaissance
Hotel in West Harrison, New York,
hosted by the St. Gregory the
Enlightener Church of White Plains,
on Thursday, May 3. It ran to midday
Saturday, May 5.
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Commemorative Evening for the Armenian
Genocide at The Hebrew University
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JERUSALEM — On Sunday
evening, 22 April 2018, the annual
commemoration of the genocide against
the Armenian people by the Ottoman
Empire was held at the Mt. Scopus
campus of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. Close to a hundred people —
students, teachers, members of Arme-
nian community of Jerusalem and the
general public — attended the evening
held at the Jack, Joseph and Morten
Mandel School for the Advanced Stud-
ies in the Humanities that co-sponsored
the event, which included greetings
from distinguished persons, three short
lectures, readings in Armenian, Hebrew
and English, and renditions of Arme-
nian vocal and instrumental music.

In 1915, the systematic and ex-
tensive killings of Armenians through-
out the Ottoman Empire commenced,
especially in eastern Anatolia, leading
to some 1.5 million deaths, and the
expulsion and fleeing of many hun-
dreds of thousands more. The purpose
of'the evening was firstly to remember
the victims and to honor the survivors
of these terrible deeds. At the same
time, the government of the State of
Israel was called upon to recognize
these events as a genocide, and to join
with other nations and international
bodies to convince the Republic of
Turkey — the successor to the Otto-
man Empire — to take responsibility
and to make atonement for the actions
of over a century ago.

This year the Commemoration
Evening was devoted to inaugurat-
ing the publication of the first He-
brew translation of the book by
Henry Morgenthau, Ambassador
Morgenthau’s Story: A Personal
Account of the Armenian Genocide
(Pardes Press, Haifa), a fundamen-
tal source on the events of 1915.
Three speakers delivered short lec-
tures regarding aspects of the book
and its significance: Prof. Bedross
Der Matossian (University of Ne-
braska-Lincoln and President of the
Society for Armenian Studies); Dr.
Pamela Steiner (Harvard Univer-
sity, and great granddaughter of
Henry Morgenthau);and Dr. Ruth
Amir (Yezreel Valley College).

Prof. Der Matossian, a native of
Jerusalem, reviewed the great public
and moral achievement of the Jewish
American ambassador to the Ottoman

Jerusalem

del School for

+on Manaet 2%
<eph and_\q‘:"?_? Humanities
{ studies In

Empire: “Morgenthau’s memoir is an
indisputable testimony to ‘The Murder
of a Nation.” From the American Em-
bassy in Constantinople, he worked
relentlessly to reveal these crimes and
to pressure the U.S. government to
intervene with the aim of saving the
survivors of the Armenian Genocide.
This monumental task seemed impos-
sible at a time when the U.S. was
firmly committed to isolationism and
neutrality in its foreign policy. This
situation required a difficult balance
between the strong moral obligation
Morgenthau possessed regarding the
suffering Armenians and his defined
role in representing his country. In the
end, he chose to go beyond the limits
of U.S. policy to reveal the horrors of
the Armenian Genocide. As such,
Morgenthau’s interventionist steps
concerning the fate of the Armenians
should be applauded as a heroic act.”

Because Prof. Der Matossian
spoke of Morgenthau’s commitments
to Armenian survival, Dr. Steiner ad-
dressed Morgenthau’s other commit-
ments as well. She also noted that “he
had enabled the survival of Jews in
Palestine [during World War I],” al-
though was not a supporter of Zionism
at the time, convinced as he was “that
the Arab inhabitants of Palestine would
not be welcoming.” In reviewing
Morgenthau’s various exertions on
behalf of Armenians, Jews in Pales-
tine, and ethnic Greek refugees from
Turkey, she summed up his record by
saying “he was a principled, strategic,
humanitarian, and non-nationalist po-
litical actor.” Her remarks ended by
noting that “Morgenthau’s anguished
witness of the Ottomans’ treatment of
Armenians would have led him today
to side with the rule of law, human
rights, democracy, and decency: to
acknowledge and memorialize the Ar-
menian genocide,” and to support Is-
rael but “denounce Israel’s treatment
of Palestinians.”

Dr. Amir also made a connection
between the Armenian genocide and
contemporary concerns: “Forcible
transfers of women and children were
arecurrent phenomenon in the twenti-
eth century genocides and mass atroci-
ties, including the Syrian mass vio-
lence unfolding before our eyes for
seven years. Whereas the [aftermath
of the] Armenian genocide marks the
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USC Institute of Armenian Studies:

Armenia Tomorrow — Citizen Diplomacy
at Work

USCDornsife

This was not the Armenia Spring,
nor was it a Color Revolution.

So what was it?

After two weeks of peaceful pro-
tests that led to the resignation of the
prime minister and a re-start of
Armenia’s democratic development,
Armenia’s future is unclear.

Hope is mixed with trepidation,
political novices and experts are busy
reading the Constitution, to try to un-
derstand what is and is not possible.
Old political powers are not letting go,
even as new political actors are eager
to take charge. The region and the

Institute of Armenian Studies

Armenia

CITIZEN DIPLOMACY AT WORK

SUNDAY, MAY 20, 2018
1:00 TO 3:30 PM

USC | BOVARD AUDITORIUM

ADMISSION IS FREE. RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW.

world are watching.

Is the Diaspora a participant or
an observer in Armenia’s future?
What are the political and institu-
tional mechanisms that will ease a
transition that seems inevitable, but
not defined?

A dozen experts from Armenia
and around the world will participate in
answering these questions and asking
others.

No RSVP required.
For information call
213.821.3943 or email

armenian@usc.edu.

birth of modern humanitarianism, and
the onset of the duty to protect chil-
dren in international law, one cannot
but notice how overdue and protracted
these efforts were, how callous were
countries that while condemning the
perpetrators in the name of human
rights, were reluctant to allow women
and orphaned children in their coun-
tries for family unification.”

Greetings from the Armenian
Patriarch, His Beatitude Archbishop
Nourhan Manougian, were conveyed
by Reverend Father Samuel Aghoyan,
and a translation of a letter from Mrs.
Hranush Hagopyan, Minister of the
Diaspora of the Republic of Armenia
sent especially for the evening, was
read. Honorary Consul of the Republic
of Armenia in Jerusalem, Mr Tsolag
Momjian, greeted the audience, as did
Prof. Dror Wahrman, the Dean of the
Faculty of Humanities at the Hebrew
University.

The evening was accompanied
by the reading of inspiring poems in
Hebrew, Armenian and English (read
by Prof. Michael Stone and Yoav
Loeft), as well as Hebrew and Arme-
nian versions of the evocative “The
Vision of the Dry Bones” from the
book of Ezekiel (read by Adv. Kavork
Naldandian and Dr. Yakir Paz respec-
tively). Well-known Armenian songs
were beautifully rendered by an en-
semble of young women from the St.
Tarkmanchatz Armenian School in
Jerusalem, and evocative folk songs
were by played the local Dilijan Duo.
The continuity and thriving of Arme-
nian life and culture until today was
thus emphasized, ending the evening
on a hopeful tone.

The Commemorative Evening

was organized by the Program of Ar-
menian Studies at the Hebrew Univer-
sity, part of the Faculty of Humanities.
Besides the Mandel School for Ad-
vanced Studies in the Humanities (un-
der the academic direction of Prof.
Israel Yuval), other co-sponsoring
bodies were the Forum for the Study
of Shoah, Genocide and Mass Vio-
lence at the Hebrew University (coor-
dinated by Prof. Amos Goldberg) and
the Jerusalem Center for the Preven-
tion of Genocide, a registered associa-
tion led by Prof. Elihu Richter. Prof.
Reuven Amitai, academic coordinator
of the Armenian Studies program,
chaired the evening.

The Armenian Studies Program
at the Hebrew University of Jerusa-
lem has been undergoing a process
of rejuvenation in the last couple of
years, and is now part of the Depart-
ment of Middle Eastern Studies. Ev-
ery year we offer an “Introduction to
Armenian History and Culture,”
taught by Yoav Loeff, in which some
35-40 students participate on the
average. For several years now, an
advanced reading course in Classical
Armenian meets weekly under the
aegis of Prof. Michael Stone. A Guest
Professoris hosted annually: last year
it was Prof. James Russell (Harvard);
this current year it will be Prof. Theo
M. van Lint (Oxford), and Dr. Jas-
mine Dum-Tragut (Salzburg) will be
visiting as part of the Erasmus+ (EU)
faculty exchange. Also planned are
an “Armenian Culture Day” and the
especially important annual Com-
memoration of the Armenian Geno-
cide. Prof. Reuven Amitai, former
dean of the Faculty of Humanities, is
now coordinating the Program.
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AGBU Hye Geen Launches New Program at
the Pregnant Women Centers in Armenia
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AGBU Hye Geen Centers estab-
lished in 2002, celebrated its 15th year
anniversary in 2017. In the last fifteen
years, in five Centers, over 2,700 young
women in rural villages of Armenia, as
well as Yerevan, were nurtured, sup-
ported, and educated by the profession-
als running the centers. Importantly, the
sisterhood that has risen from thisunique
collaboration has empowered these
women and has sustained them through
good times and bad.

In order to grow the programs and
further enlighten young women about
the realities of marriage, juxtaposed be-
tween the traditional images, roles and
values, and 21st century needs that are
expanding the role of women in the
family and society, Hye Geen has begun
a new educational program.

Faculty members of Yerevan State
University in collaboration with AGBU
Hye Geen have prepared a course, which
to date has been attended by approxi-
mately 25 young women. Some of the
topics discussed were:

Etiquette of couples’ communica-
tions

Assertive behavior to learn how to
say NO

Spousal communications within
nuclear and extended families

Family planning means and meth-
ods, and family planning services in
Armenia

Avoiding abortions and especially
selective abortions

Practice of making: joint decisions,
sharing family duties, budgeting and
time management

Marital crisis and ways of prevent-
ing and overcoming them

After the initial success of the pilot
program, the program will be available in
the five Pregnant Women Centers. The
course is three months in length and
each Center will enroll 20 to 25 young
unmarried women ages 16 to 23, espe-
cially those who have not received a
higher education. The courses will be
identical in all the centers and a specialist
will supervise the project.

AGBU Hye Geen continues to be
an agent of change, and at the forefront
of women’s issues both in Armenia and
the diaspora. The ultimate goal will be to
target couples, who will participate in
the program to make their life more
fulfilling and beneficial to all.

We greatly appreciate our partners
in Armenia who have been working
diligently to accomplish the goals set for
the future under the immediate leader-
ship of Professor Lyudmila Harutunyan.

AMAA Vill Celebrate
100 Years Of Faith, Love, and Service

SAVE THE DATE!
The Armenian Missionary Association of America has announced that its
Centennial Banquet will be held in Los Angeles at the Downtown LA Biltmore

Hotel in its Crystal Ballroom on October 20, 2018.
“Celebrating a Century of Faith, Love, and Service,” emulates the theme of the
organization, founded in Worcester, MA in 1918. To fulfill its worldwide
mission, the AMAA today maintains educational, evangelistic, relief, social
service, church and child care ministries in 24 countries around the world.

Additional information may be received by contacting the AMAA Office
at 201-265-2607 or by emailing Ifilian@amaa.org or MPoulos@amaa.org.

The banquet title,

May 12, 2018

Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church
of Downey Recognized by Los Angeles
County Board of Supervisors

LOS ANGELES -- On April 3,
2018, Los Angeles County Board of
Supervisors recognized Immanuel Ar-
menian Congregational Church of
Downey (IACC) for its nine decades
of accomplishments, both for local
Armenian Americans and for the com-
munity of Los Angeles. The recogni-
tion was part of the County Board of
Supervisors’ proclamation the month
of April to be “Armenian History
Month.” During April of this year,
L.A. County will celebrate the cultural
heritage of Armenian people expressed
and lived through their culture, faith
and history.

The ceremony took place in Ken-
neth Hahn Hall in Los Angeles. On
behalf of the Board, Ms. Janice Hahn,
LA Supervisor 4" District, presented
Immanuel Church to the audience and
awarded a scroll of recognition to the
church that was represented by Rev.
Vatche Ekmekjian (Senior Pastor), Ms.
Rosemary Saatjian (Moderator), Mr.
Melik Kumjian (Former Moderator)
and Mr. Jerry Kumjian. Following the
award, Rev. Ekmekjian thanked the
Board of Supervisors and underlined
the importance of Board’s declaration
about the month April, and stressed
that the church will continue its thrive
to express itself through the Gospel,
the Armenian culture and the universal
human values shared.

Immanuel Armenian Congrega-

tional Church (IACC) was established
in 1930 by group of immigrants who
came to Southern California in the
beginning of the 20th century with the
vision and the hope of creating a new
life, and their hopes never failed them!
For the last 88 years, Immanuel cre-
ated a space for its members to reach
in and reach out and help people ex-
press their individual and collective
values through the channel of their
faith.

Immanuel has been actively in-
volved in the communities in which
they existed. Today, IACC cherishes
faith values to empower individuals
and families and help them become
responsible citizens. [ACC also raises
funds to support local and interna-
tional charities such as “The Exchange
Club Family Support Center” in
Downey and “Disabled American Vet-
erans.” JACC organizes food and shoe
drives and donates them to local food
banks. The church congregation ac-
tively participates at the Downey City
Walkathon and gives away household
items, clothing, shoes and accesso-
ries. Finally, and as the highlight of its
annual activities, JACC organizes a
Memorial Day Picnic on its premises,
and brings together a large crowd of
friends, guests and veterans for fel-
lowship and to honor our country’s
servicemen/women who paid the ulti-
mate sacrifice for our freedom.

Presenttaion of Dr. Garbis Der-Yeghiayan's
""Voices in Silence" on May 20 in Glendale

GLENDALE -- Dr. Garbis Der-
Yeghiayan's highly-acclaimed book,
"Voices In Silence", an unprecedented
Photo-Album on Western Armenia,
Cilicia and Cappadocia, will be pre-
sented to the Armenian community on
Sunday, May 20 at 5:00 P.M. at the
Kouyoumjian Hall of the St. Gregory
Armenian Catholic Church, 1510 E.
Mountain Street, Glendale, California.
The event is organized by the Board of
Trustees, Womens' Auxiliary and the
Alumni of Mashdots College and
BlueBird Publishing House.

Dr. Vatche Mankerian will MC
the program. The book will be re-
viewed by Mr. Sarkis Majarian. The
cultural program includes perfor-
mances by Mrs. Takouhi Arzoumanian,
recitation; Angela Amirian, violin; and
Araks Karapetyan, vocal solo. Con-
gratulatory remarks will be delivered

by community leaders and writers.

According to Mr. Harut
Sassounian, the" Voices in Silence
is the most incredible album of our
historic Armenian lands. Stunning
photos! Most of them I have never
seen before. The Album also demon-
strates sadly our immense losses due
to the Genocide. I wish every Arme-
nian would have a copy of this com-
prehensive historic album, so they
won't forget their heritage and ances-
try. It is a masterpiece!"

Governor George and Gloria
Deukmejian portray the "Voices of
Silence" as "an outstanding publica-
tion. Our non-Armenian friends are
enjoying it and once they open it they
cannot put it down!!"

The community is cordially in-
vited to attend this interesting and
enlightening event.
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Executives.

THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM

an illustrated talk in English
Under the auspices of Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian

Prelate of the Western Prelacy of the Armenian Apostolic Church

“ODYSSEY OF ARMENIAN DOCTORS, PHARMACYSTS

DENTISTS DURING THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE"
by Dr. Garbis Harboyan

Thursday May 17+, 2018 7:30PM

Live Stream Ararat-Eskifian-Museum.com website or Facebook
Ararat-Eskijian Museum - Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road

Until 1915 the Armenian nation in Turkey generated very famous doctors who served the Armenians, the Turkish
guvcmmcnt’s leaders, high officers in the army as well as the Turkish peop[c. These doctors were the elite of the
Ottoman Empire and served according to their Hippacratic Dath, focusing on saving lives regardless of race or
religion. Armenian doctors served in the highest educational positions in the Ottoman Empire both in medical
schools and in military hospitals. They served as physicians, surgeons, teachers and instructors and many were
the private physicians of the sultans, receiving the highest medals from sultans for their service. With his latest
publication, Dr. Garbis Harboyan seeks to honor the Armenian physicians, dentists, and pharmacists who were
massacred as well as those who escaped and survived the genocide. During the Armenian genocide there were
316 massacred, 82 who died of typhus, and 98 surviving medical professionals.

Dr. Garbis Harboyan is a retired ENT specialist. He received his college and medical education at the American
University of Beirut. He then had his ENT residency training for four years at the AUB Hospital. Dr. Harboyan
has held the position of * Associate Member" in the ENT department at the AUB Hospital. He had his private
practice as an ENT specialist in Beirut, Lebanon. He is the author of several papers in ENT international medical
journals. “Harboyan syndrome™ was coined by international medical literature in 1993 after his report ahout a
very rare disease complex. He has published four semiprofessional medical books in Armenian for the public and
two books on Armenian Genocide. He is also a regular contributor to the Asbarez newspaper and other Armenian

Dr. Garbis Harboyan serves the community and whose contributions to our nation encompass the Catholicosate
of the Holy See of Cilicia, the Prelacies of Lebanon and Canada, and Hamazkayin Central and Regional

Dy, Garbis Harboyan Odysey of Armenian Doctors Pharmacists and Denlists during the Armenian Genocide
will be available for purchase, the publication is in Armenian,

For information about the event, please contact (747) 500-7585 or eskijianf@ararat-

Presents

AND

Mission Hills, CA
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VA Print Media

Book Printing = Hard Covers * Year Books
Restoration of Old Books & Bibles
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. « Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-793-6220 -« Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com

SEROP'S CAFE
GREEK & LEBANESE FOOD

SERVING BATON ROUGE SINCE 1979
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T: (626) 797-7680 massis2@earthlink.net
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AUTO BODY MAN
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HARRY THE HANDYMAN SERVICES

Air Conditioning Repair
Plumbing & Roofing
Water & Gas Pipes » Fencing & Painting

Iron Work Repair « Electrical Job
Email: haroutig007@gmail.com

Dependable « Reliable - Fast Work

CALL HARRY

818:.219.3314
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GUPUMQUMPEND

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT
IN PASADENA

Jur2nrk aruusueuuue?

1060 North Allen Ave
Pasadena, CA 91104

FUdULNMIUVArNFRGEUL USMrOL

Yes, I wish to subscribe to Massis Weekly
Enclosed a check for (one year)
* $50,00 * $100,00 (first class) for USA
$ 125,00 (Air Mail) for Canada.
$ 250,00 (Air Mail) Overseas.

Qpuublbwybatpp JGpwlnpngniwd Name:
G jwpdwp Jupdpbpny Address:
IGwnwppppninnGGptl hGrwdw)Gb) City: ----mm- State:--------- Zip Code:----—-

Country: --------------
Tel: Email:

(626) 398-0506
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