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THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee

Under the auspices of
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate *

Invites you to

A CONCERT

of Armenian Sacred Hymns and Songs by Komitas, Sayat-Nova,
and Khachaturian

In celebration of

100th Anniversary of Armenia’s First Republic
and

2800th Anniversary of Yerevan Erebuni

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 AT 6:00 PM

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLVD., BURBANK, CA 921504

Featuring

Grammy Nominated

& World Renowned Soprano
ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN
With the UCSB STRING QUARTET

For more information anc
Ler
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Pashinian Declares ‘People’s Rule’ In Armenia
“No One Will Avoid Responsibility for March 1 [2008] Killings ... All Murderers Will Go to Prison”

}}wﬁﬁgﬁ' .- N gl

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian strongly de-
fended his government’s track record
on Friday as tens of thousands of
people rallied in Yerevan to mark his
first 100 days in office.

Pashinian claimed to have practi-
cally eradicated corruption in Arme-
nia, ensured continued economic
growth and established the kind of
“people’s direct rule” that had existed
in ancient Greece. He also blasted the
country’s former leaders highly criti-
cal of the government formed as a
result of last spring’s mass protests.

“One hundred days ago your will
prevailed and the international com-
munity still does not understand what
happened in Armenia, why and how it
happened,” Pashinian told huge crowd
that filled the city’s central Republic
Square, the main scene of the protests
that brought him to power. He referred
to himself as a “direct representative
of the will of the Armenian people.”

“In Armenia, there is no coalition
government. In Armenia, there is no
parliamentary majority. In Armenia,
supreme power directly belongs to the
people and the people carry out direct

rule. This is the key meaning of the
revolution that took place in Armenia,”
he declared in a more than hour-long
speech.

Accordingly, Pashinian went on,
crowds gathering in the sprawling
square must now be regarded as the
“supreme body of the people’s rule.”
“This means that from now on this
government will be accountable to this
square, will obey this square, and all
key decisions must be made here at
this square,” he declared.

“In the future, the Republic of
Armeniacould be cited in the historical

contextjust like ancient Greece is cited
now and Yerevan could be cited like
ancient Athens,” he added.

Turning to his first 100 days in
power, Pashinian said that despite the
recent political turmoil Armenia’s
economy hasnot only avoided a down-
turn but is continuing to grow robustly
thanks to his government’s efforts to
improve the business environment. “I
want to assure you that we will have
serious very successes in the
economy,” he said.

Pashinian did not make any
growth forecasts. Instead, he touted
the government’s crackdown on cor-
ruption and tax evasion and said it has
already succeeded in breaking up eco-
nomic monopolies that had long ham-
pered faster growth. “Money stolen
from the people will be recovered fully,”
he said, citing recent audits of some
companies that have resulted in tens of
millions of dollars in additional tax
revenue.

The 43-year-old premier rejected
critics’ claims that the new authorities
are scaring away investors with those
audits and undermining Armenia’s stra-
tegic relationship with Russia. “I can
say for sure that Russian-Armenian
relations are notonly notbadbut ... are
good and will get even better,” he said.

In a rare diplomatic dispute with
Yerevan, Moscow strongly criticized
late last month criminal charges
brought against several former Arme-

Continued on page 2

Armenian American Museum Ground Lease
Agreement Approved

GLENDALE —On Tuesday, Au-
gust 14, 2018, Glendale City Council
approved the Armenian American
Museum’s Ground Lease Agreement,
officially marking Glendale Central
Park as the future site of the cultural
and educational center. The historic
decision marks a major milestone for
the landmark project, culminating
four years of collaboration and part-
nership between the Museum and

City of Glendale.

The $1-per-year Ground Lease
Agreement will locate the Armenian
American Museum in the southwest
corner of Glendale Central Park near
the prominent intersection of Brand
Boulevard and Colorado Street. The
Museum will neighbor the Downtown
Central Library, Adult Recreation Cen-

Continued on page 2

Yerevan City Municipal Elections
Set for September 23

\

YEREVAN — The Central Elec-
tion Commission of Armenia (CEC)
has announced the date of snap elec-
tions for Council and Mayor of Yerevan
which will take place on September
23-rd.

The CEC also established a
schedule of key events for the prepa-
ration and conduct of elections. The
election campaign will take place on
September 10-21. The parties wanting
to participate in the elections must

submit theirnomination application until
August 29.

Former Mayor Taron Markarian
submitted his resignation on July 9
after weeks of speculations when re-
ports surfaced about his unreported
wealth and abuses in the municipality.

Markarian had rejected calls for
his resignation, arguing that the HHK
won the last municipal elections held in
May 2017. He was the party’s mayoral
candidate in those polls.
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Former President Serzh Sarkisian to Be
Questioned over 2008 Crackdown

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — The
head of Armenia’s Special Investiga-
tive Service (SIS) stated that former
President Serzh Sarkisian will be ques-
tioned as part of the investigation into
deadly crackdown against protesters
following the country’s 2008 presi-
dential election.

Sasun Khachatrian told reporters
on August 16 that “all individuals linked
to the case will be questioned.”

“Serzh Sarkisian will be ques-
tioned as well,” Khachatrian said, add-
ing that the procedure “will be decided
by an investigator on the basis of the
necessity to investigate the criminal
case and expediency of implementing
concrete investigative activities.”

Khachatrian also said he hopes
former Armenian President Robert
Kocharian will be rearrested in con-
nection with the case.

Kocharian was arrested in July
on charges that he was involved in the
2008 post-election violence in which
10 people were killed, including two
police officers. His August 13 release
from custody on the orders of an
appeals court in Yerevan sparked pro-
tests in the Armenian capital.

The court said it based its deci-
sion on Article 140 of the constitution,
which states: “During the term of his
or her powers and thereafter, the Presi-
dent of the Republic may not be pros-
ecuted and subjected to liability for
actions deriving from his or her sta-

Khachatrian reiterated an earlier
SIS statement on Kocharian’s release,
calling the court’s decision “illegal.”

“I just defined the decision of the
court of appeals as illegal, and actu-
ally, that definition of mine is very
soft,” Khachatrian said.

He also said Kocharian would be
arrested immediately if he tries to flee
Armenia.

“Idonot think Kocharian will try
to leave the country. At this point,
pretrial limitations for him have not
been ordered. But if he tries to leave
the country that will be defined as an
attempted obstruction of justice and
the limitation measure will be intro-
duced,” Khachatrian said.

Kocharian denies the charges
against him, calling them politically
motivated.

Pashinian Declares ‘People’s Rule’ In Armenia

Continued frompage 1

nian officials for their alleged role in
the deadly breakup of 2008 opposition
protests in the Armenian capital. Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
described the charges as politically
motivated.

The accused individuals include
former President Robert Kocharian and
Yuri Khachaturov, the secretary gen-
eral of the Russian-led Collective Se-
curity Treaty Organization (CSTO).
Both men strongly deny the accusa-
tions. Kocharian has claimed that they
are part of a political “vendetta” waged
by the new government.

Inaclearreference to Kocharian,
Pashinian said: “I want to make clear
thatno one will avoid responsibility for
killing 10 people and staging a coup
d’etat in Armenia on March 1 [2008]
... Allmurderers will go to prison.” He
defended the ongoing criminal inquiry
into the 2008 unrest conducted by the
Special Investigative Service (SIS).

Kocharian was arrested on July 27
on charges of “overthrowing the consti-
tutional order” in the final weeks of his
decade-long rule. Armenia’s Court of
Appeals freed him from custody more
than two weeks later. The SIS con-
demned the court’s decision as “illegal.”

Inhis fiery speech, Pashinian again
insisted that his administration is not
exerting any pressure on courts. Still, he
slammed unnamed judges who he said
are still taking “orders from representa-
tives of the former corrupt authorities.”
“Come to your senses and don’t mess
with the people,” he warned them.

Pashinian was elected prime min-
ister on March 8 by the Armenian
parliament then controlled by the Re-
publican Party (HHK) of former Presi-
dent Serzh Sarkisian, who was forced
toresign on April 23. His government’s
policy program calls for the conduct
of snap elections within a year.

Under Armenia’s constitution,
such elections can be held only if the
prime minister resigns and the National
Assembly twice fails to elect his or her
replacement.

Pashinian on Friday for the first
time spoke of a possibility of the HHK
and other parliamentary forces install-
ing another prime minister and thus
preventing snap polls in case of his
resignation. He said his political team
will therefore come up with constitu-
tional amendments that would allow
the parliament to dissolve itself. He
told his supporters to be ready to force
lawmakers to enact those amendments.

Pashinian again gave no possible
election dates.

On Monday, Armenia’s Special
Investigative Service (SIS) announced
that it has searched the offices and
private residence of Robert Kocharian
as part of its ongoing inquiry into the
2008 post-election unrest in Yerevan,
it emerged on Monday.

The SIS spokeswoman, Marina
Ohanjanian, gave no details of the op-
eration when she spoke to RFE/RL’s
Armenian service.

The search was reported just
hours before Armenia’s Office of the
Prosecutor-General appealed against
Kocharian’s release from custod
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Putin, Pashinian Discuss Bilateral Relations
CSTO Row

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian telephoned Russian
President Vladimir Putin on Thursday
to discuss activities of the Russian-led
Collective Security Treaty Organiza-
tion (CSTO) whose current secretary
general is facing criminal charges in
Armenia.

The Kremlin reported that the
two men discussed bilateral relations
between their countries and their “in-
teraction in common integration struc-
tures and the CSTO framework in
particular.” [t did not elaborate, saying
only that the phone conversation was
initiated by Pashinian.

An official Armenian readout of
the phone call said Putin and Pashinian
discussed “practical themes relating to
the work of the Collective Security
Treaty Organization.” It too gave no
details.

The CSTO secretary general, Yuri
Khachaturov, is Armenia’s former top
army general who was charged late
last month over the 2008 post-election
unrestin Yerevan. Russia strongly criti-
cized an Armenian law-enforcement
agency’s decision to prosecute him.
Following the criticism Khachaturov

was allowed to return to Moscow and
continue to perform his CSTO duties
for the time being.

The Russian Foreign Ministry also
scoffed at the Armenian government’s
efforts to replace Khachaturov by an-
other Armenian secretary general. It
said that Yerevan must formally “re-
call” Khachaturov before trying to pick
his replacement. It remains to be seen
whether Russia will agree to the ap-
pointment of another Armenian head
of the military alliance of six former
Soviet republics.

Putin and Kazakhstan’s Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev discussed
the matter when they met in the Kazakh
city of Aktau on August 12. Nazarbayev
said that it “has become a problem.”

The CSTO member states agreed
in 2015 that their representatives will
take turns to run the organization on a
rotating basis. They appointed
Khachaturov as secretary general in
April 2017 after almost two years of
delay reportedly resulting from
Kazakhstan’s and Belarus’s reluctance
to have an Armenian hold the position
because of their warm ties with
Azerbaijan.

Armenian American Museum Ground Lease

Continued frompage 1

ter, and The Americana at Brand.
The initial term of the Ground Lease
Agreement will be 55 years with
options to extend the lease term for
four 10-year periods totaling 95
years.

The Museum will rise to three
stories with approximately 60,000
square feet dedicated to a Permanent
Exhibition on the Armenian Ameri-
can experience, Traveling Exhibi-
tions on diverse cultures and subject
matters, Performing Arts Theater,
Learning Center, Demonstration
Kitchen, Museum Archives, and
Museum Store & Café.

Museum and City officials held
a special joint press conference on
Wednesday, August 15,2018 to cel-
ebrate the historic decision at Down-
town Central Library overlooking the
future Museum site.

“It is a proud day for the City
of Glendale and we are excited that
the Armenian American Museum’s
future home is going to be in our
Jewel City,” stated Glendale Mayor
Zareh Sinanyan.

“The Museum is going to be a
landmark for our city and a great
addition for the entire community,

especially our younger generation,”
stated Glendale Councilmember
Vartan Gharpetian.

“The Armenian American Mu-
seum is going to be a jewel in our
city and a world class center that we
are all going to be proud of,” stated
Glendale Councilmember Paula
Devine.

The joint press conference con-
cluded with a signing ceremony to
celebrate the historic partnership be-
tween the Armenian American Mu-
seum and City of Glendale.

“The Museum will be a legacy
for the next generation and we have
taken a great step towards making
the project a reality,” stated Glen-
dale Councilmember Ara Najarian.

“Education is the key in appre-
ciating cultural diversity,” said Glen-
dale Councilmember Vrej Agajanian
in a statement following the joint
press conference. “I hope that the
Armenian American Museum will pro-
mote understanding of the Armenian
American experience and strengthen
community ties.”

Museum officials will soon an-
nounce the next phase of the land-
mark project and opportunities for
the public to get involved with the
community project.
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Armenian Missionary Association of America Centennial Celebration Honorees

By Joyce Abdulian

LOS ANGELES, CA— Celebrat-
ing a Century of Faith, Love, and
Service, the Centennial Celebration of
the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA), founded in 1918
by a small group of pastors, will usher
in a new era of outreach at a Banquet
on October 20, 2018 at the Biltmore
Hotel in Los Angeles. The goal of the
world-wide Centennial Campaign has
beentoraise $20,000,000. The AMAA
will continue its level of commitment
to its mission in education, orphan and
childcare, Christian ministries, medi-
cal outreach, camps, and a range of
social services impacting 24 countries
world-wide — following our Lord’s
mandate; “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation.”

Banquet Co-Chairs Lori
Muncherian, Arsine Phillips, Helga
Sarkis, and Tina Segel are pleased to
announce Kenneth L. Khachigian as
the evening’s Master of Ceremonies.
They welcome all to join in this land-
mark celebration. “The AMAA sa-
lutes its Centennial Celebration Hon-
orees for their gracious, gallant and
bountiful contributions to the cen-
tury-old legacy of this organization,”
says Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Execu-
tive Director/CEO.

Sheen Family Trust
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John H. Sheen was born in
Aintab, Cilicia (present day Turkey) to
evangelical parents. Fleeing Turkey in
1913, he came to the East Coast of the
United States with his mother and
brother. His goal was to work hard and
quickly bring his father and brother to
America. Sadly, both were killed dur-
ing the Genocide of 1915. Working in
a buttonhole factory, he became an
expert in repairing the machinery—
eventually opening his own small fac-
tory. Mr. Sheen married Victoria
Basmajian and they had three children,
Edward, Betty and Jack. Moving to
Los Angeles in 1924, John began work-
ing in a church furniture manufactur-
ing factory. Two years later he opened
his own furniture manufacturing com-
pany—becoming the second largest
manufacturer in California. He then
ventured into the real estate business.
Mr. Sheen supported many charitable
organizations, entrusting the AMAA
with the greatest portion of his estate.

Camp Sheen-Shoghig in
Hankavan, Armenia has provided re-
spite for disadvantaged children as
they play in the summer sun, nour-
ished both spiritually and physically
through the legacy of the John H.
Sheen Trust.

Under the direction of his father’s
trust, Dr. Jack Sheen is continuing the
remarkable extent of Sheen philan-
thropy world-wide— encompassing
education, relief aid in Armenia and
Lebanon, evangelism, and aid for

churches and missions.

Nazareth E. Darakjian MD, Presi-
dent, Board of Directors of AMAA,
notes, “The AMAA canrightfully boast
of serving the Armenian Nation for a
full century and can take its place next
to other organizations that helped save
the survivors of the Genocide by re-
building their homes, schools and
churches. We are carrying a torch that
has been passed to us from our prede-
cessors and we need to carry that
torch and run with it to raise the
AMAA toahigherlevel of mission and
service for the wellbeing of our people
and the glory of God.”

Stephen Philibosian and Conte
Foundation

Stephen Philibosian was born in
Hadjin, Cilicia to evangelical parents.
Moving with his family to historic
Tarsus at age ten, he became quite
accomplished as a tailor’s apprentice.
In 1909, at age 19, Stephen arrived in
America with his prosperous uncle
who had briefly returned to Tarsus
from the United States. Soon after, he
found himself employed in his uncle’s
Philadelphia Oriental Rug Emporium.

Philibosian’s fearless persever-
ance and rapid mastery of the business
brought him prosperity. His creative
sense of business and ever persistent
efforts propelled him years later to be
known as the “Dean of Oriental Rug
Retailers.” He made the decision touse
his wealth for the welfare of his coun-
trymen—fulfilling a promise he had
made to his mother. His passion to use
his wealth for the welfare of his coun-
trymen was inspired by the sixth
AMAA Executive Secretary, Rev.
Puzant Kalfayan, who profoundly cap-
tivated Stephen with narratives about
the grievous situation in Lebanon—
thus beginning the 75-year trajectory
of Philibosian philanthropy.

Sirphue Philibosian Conte also
was born in Hadjin. She came to
America as a child, later becoming a
successful businesswoman herself.
Stephen and Sirphue married and had
two daughters, Joyce and Louise. In
1955 Mr. Philibosian, under the aus-
pices of AMAA, co-founded Haigazian
College (now University) in Beirut,
Lebanon—a beacon of education in
the Middle East. Sirpuhe later married
John Conte. They founded The Sirpuhe
and John Conte Foundation and do-
nated funds for the Conte Hall in
Haigazian University’s restored land-
mark, the “Heritage Building.” Levon
Filian, AMAA West Coast Executive
Director, shares—the AMAA “has not
become weary in doing good,”and has

reaped God’s abundant blessings on
its ministry for a full century.”

Joyce Philibosian Stein is a
Trustee of the Stephen Philibosian
Foundation. With husband Joe Stein at
her side, Joyce, her sister Louise
Danielian, daughters Tina Segel and
Stephanie Landes, and grandson
Stephen Danielian all continue the
founder’s significant work of philan-
thropy. Joyce is the national Co-Chair
of the AMAA Orphan and Child Care
Fund. For 25 years, the Los Angeles
Child and Orphan Care Children’s Fash-
ion Show has been a much-anticipated
community event, raising millions of
dollars that have significantly impacted
the lives of marginalized orphans and
children in Armenia and Artsakh.
Joyce’sdevotionto one ofthe AMAA’s
jewels, Haigazian University, has been
constant throughout the well-known
challenges. Some of Joyce’s multiple
areas of outreach have included the
Armenian Assembly, Salvation Army,
Lark Musical Society, Virginia Waring
International Piano Competition, Chair
of'the Children’s Hospital of Philadel-
phia ‘Daisy Day” fund-raising Cam-
paign with Honorary Chair, President
Dwight Eisenhower, and the Philadel-
phia Orchestra. As a 50-year volun-
teer/supporter of the Philadelphia Or-
chestra, Joyce has chaired various
major fund-raisers. Joyce was the
president of the Haigazian Women’s
Auxiliary of Los Angeles for 20 years,
where her many friendships in the art
world led to extremely successful com-
munity fund-raising events.

Gerald and Patricia Turpanjian,
TF Educational Foundation

The eldest of two Genocide sur-
vivors from Dikranagerd, Turkey,
Gerald Turpanjian was born in
Aleppo, Syria. He grew up in Beirut,
Lebanon and immigrated to the United
States to continue his education. He
married Patricia Savoian and they
had four children: Lori, Gary, Deanna
and Paul. Founded in 2005 by Gerald
and Patricia, the Turpanjian Family
Educational Foundation (TFEF) is
dedicated to furthering the progress
of education in Armenia and the
Diaspora.

Mr. Turpanjian founded Pacific
Sales Kitchen and Bath Centers. Prior
to selling to Best Buy in 2006, Pacific
Sales was the largest retailer of luxury
kitchen and bath appliances and fix-
tures in the United States. He is cur-
rently the chairman and CEO of New
Spark Holdings, Inc. and the presi-

dent of the TFEF.

The Turpanjians support many
philanthropic organizations includ-
ing the Armenian Missionary Asso-
ciation of America, American Uni-
versity of Armenia, Armenian Gen-
eral Benevolent Union, University of
Southern California, projects in
Artsakh, the Western Diocese of the
Armenian Church of North America,
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
and Torrance Memorial Medical Cen-
ter.

As a supporter of the AMAA,
TFEF has helped fund many projects:
Haigazian University in Beirut, Leba-
non, Merdinian School in California,
Camp Hankavan in Armenia, AMAA
Child and Orphan Care, Artsakh and
Syrianreliefand Armenian Evangeli-
cal Central High School of Ashrafieh,
Beirut, Lebanon, Gerald’s alma
mater.

AUA has received the
Foundation’s support for multiple
projects including funding the School
of Public Health, the Institute of
Policy Analysis and the digitization
of Western and Diaspora literature
for the AUA Digital Library. In con-
junction with those endeavors, Mr.
Turpanjian is a member of AUA’s
Board of Trustees and has awarded
over 2,400 university scholarships
to students in Armenia. Through the
Turpanjian Rural Development Pro-
gram, along with AUA he has helped
Armenian entrepreneurs create over
300 small businesses around the
country.

TFEF supports various AGBU
projects and initiatives including the
Children’s Center in Malatya, Arme-
nia and AGBU Senior Dining Centers
in Armenia.

A graduate of USC, Mr.
Turpanjian established the first chair
in Contemporary Armenian Studies
and the Chair in Civil Society and
Social Change at USC.

As a partner with the govern-
ment of Artsakh, TFEF has built an
elementary school, two high schools
and has aided in the construction of
a water system in which over 3,000
residents in the village of Hadrut now
receive clean water daily.

The Foundation’s support of
the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,
and the Western Diocese of the Ar-
menian Church of North America
includes the renovation of the an-
cient scriptorium in Harichavank, the
establishment of the Turpanjian Theo-
logical Seminary and support of St.
Leon Cathedral in Burbank, Califor-
nia.

Locally, Torrance Memorial
Medical Center has been gifted with
support from TFEF including the
Turpanjian Family Chapel and their
support of the Occupational Reha-
bilitation Center.

The impact over the years of
these esteemed Honorees cannot be
adequately expressed in words.
Hearts, minds, and souls have been
immeasurably affected by their lov-
ing generosity.

For more information about the
Centennial Banquet, please call Levon
Filian (626)-487-5878 or the AMAA
Office (201) 265-2607.
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Catholicos Vazken I Scrapbook Gifted to the
Western Diocese Museum

BURBANK -- A scrapbook docu-
menting the first pontifical visit of a
Catholicos to the United States was
donated to the Western Diocese Mu-
seum by Diramayr Anna Movsesian.
At the invitation of Diocesan Primate,
Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, a spe-
cial presentation program took place
on the evening of August 16 at the
Hampar Room of the Western Dio-
cese.

Before a standing-room-only
crowd, Diramayr shared memories and
feelings when His Holiness Vazken I,
of Blessed Memory, first visited the
United States in the summer of 1960.
She spoke briefly about the experience
of growing up in America. Born in
Chelsea Massachusetts to Genocide
survivors, she remembered the early
days of the developing Armenian
diaspora. In 1960, newly married with
two children at the time, and her hus-
band Varougan just graduating Phar-
macy School at USC, they had the
opportunity to meet His Holiness in
Los Angeles and travel to Fresno and
San Francisco for this historic visit.
Along the way she
clipped newspaper
stories and collected
pictures which docu-
ment Catholicos
Vazken’s unprec-
edented journey
throughout the West-
ern United States and
the various Armenian
communities.

Her remarks
were on a personal
level as well. She re-
counted an ornate
cross-holder which
she had hand-sewn
for the Catholicos. She presented it to
His Holiness in San Francisco during
the visit. It was this same cross-holder
which 17 years later the Catholicos
used to bless her son after being or-
dained a deacon in Holy Etchmidzin.

Diramayr Anna concluded her
remarks by reciting a poem which she
had written at the time. Entitled “D’khur
Ararat” (=sad Ararat) she describes
the emotional ties between the Arme-
nian community in diaspora and the
sacred land of Armenia. Needless to
say, the rendition of this poem was
met with thunderous applause by those
in attendance.

“Genocides of the 20th Century”
Exhibition to Open at Fresno State Madden Library

The second portion of the evening
was devoted to viewing the Scrap-
book. Diramayr’s son, Fr. Vazken
Movsesian explained the significance
and importance of the book, accented
with enlarged slides of the scrapbook.
The year was 1960, he explained. The
Cold War was at its height.
McCarthyism was more than a
memory, it had affected so many lives
and the Armenian Church was the
victim of'the false allegations capitaliz-
ing on the fear-mongering that came
with the McCarthy era. And in that
mix, the Catholicos of All Armenians,
in the person of His Holiness Vazken I,
came to America. The value of this
scrapbook is heightened because it
documents the words and expressions
of His Holiness as heard by the West-
ern Press. Here was a true Christian
religious leader who was talking about
loyalty to the United States and the
importance of integrity and dignity. He
also shared the pain of the schism
within the Armenian Church stating,
“Politics are temporary but the Church
is eternal.”

Fr. Vazken also shared the story
of His Holiness refusal to celebrate
the Liturgy at the Shrine Auditorium
while his Armenian Church — St.
James just down the street — re-
mained empty. The documentation in
the scrapbook graphically describes
the congestion and mass-transport
of thousands to the church on Adams
Blvd.

In his remarks at the conclu-
sion of the presentation, Archbishop
Hovnan Derderian expressed his
gratitude for this scrapbook and wel-
comed it as a valuable addition to the
Diocesan museum and library col-

Understanding the Armenian Genocide, the Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide

FRESNO -- The Armenian Stud-
ies Program, the Henry Madden Li-
brary, and the Mémorial de la Shoah
are hosting a reception from 6:30-
8:30PM on Thursday, September 6, to
mark the official opening of the exhibi-
tion “Genocides of the 20th Century.”
The reception, which is free and open
to the public, will take place at the
Leon S. and Pete P. Peters Ellipse on
the 2nd Floor of the Madden Library
on the Fresno State campus. Those
who would like to attend are asked to
register at library.fresnostate.edu by
August 31.

A brief program will begin at
7:30pm with keynote speaker Dr. Clint
Curle, Senior Advisorto the President
at the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights. Among those in attendance at
the reception will be Delritta
Hornbuckle, Dean, Henry Madden Li-
brary; Dr. Saul Jiménez-Sandoval,
Dean, College of Arts & Humanities,
Prof. Barlow Der Mugrdechian, Co-
ordinator, Armenian Studies Program;
Emmanuel Lebrun-Damiens, Consul
General of France in San Francisco;
and Deborah Sinclair, Head of Tour-
ing Exhibitions in North America,
Mémorial de la Shoa.

The showing of the exhibition
“Genocides of the 20th Century” is
sponsored by the Armenian Studies
Program, the Henry Madden Library,
and the Mémorial de la Shoah. This
exhibition was designed, created, and
distributed by the Mémorial de la Shoah
in Paris, France (curators Georges
Bensoussan, Joel Kotek, and Yves
Ternon), and made possible through
the generous support of SNCF.

Often referred to as the “Century
of Genocides,” the 20th century was
marked by the will of certain govern-

ments in power to carry out the planned
physical annihilation of a human group.

The genocide is a specific breach
ofinternational criminal law and a very
individualized concept. The specificity
of this violation and the precision of
this concept are underlined by the
comparative approach of three mass
murders perpetrated during the 20th
Century, which have been proven be-
yond any reasonable doubt to be geno-
cides. In chronological order, they are
the destruction of the Armenians of
the Ottoman Empire, of the Jews of
Europe, and of the Rwandan Tutsis.

More than 70 years after the
discovery of the death camps, knowl-
edge about the Holocaust helps to fight
against all forms ofracism and intoler-
ance. The Mémorial de la Shoah,
memorialdelashoa.org, is the largest
information center in Europe on the
subject of the Holocaust, and offers
guided tours, public programs, perma-
nent and special exhibitions.

This exhibition was made pos-
sible through the support of Fresno
State’s College of Arts & Humanities,
College of Social Sciences, the Jewish
Studies Program, SNCF, the Consu-
late of France in San Francisco, and
the French Embassy in the United
States.

Parking for the reception will be
available in Lots P30 and P31 at Fresno
State. For more information please call
the Madden Library at 559-278-7630
or the Armenian Studies Program at
559-278-2669, or visit the Library
website at library.fresnostate.edu.

The Exhibition is on view Sep-
tember 1 through October 31, 2018

Inaugural reception open to the
public on Thursday, September 6,2018
from 6:30-8:30pm.

lection. Said the Primate, “It was
most impressive to hear Diramayr
Anna Movsesian share what she felt
from the depth of her heart, when for
the first time she met the Catholicos
of All Armenians during his visit to
North America and the State of Cali-
fornia. This historic visit of Vazken I
touched her heart as a young Arme-
nian mother, she felt that this
Catholicos was reaching out to his
flock, to embrace and unify them
under the umbrella of the Armenian
Church. All of us enjoyed and are
spiritually empowered by the memo-
ries of Diramayr Anna Movsesian.
The evening was nostalgic, in par-
ticular reviving in our hearts the
memories of the past. However, we
are reminded again this evening that

Vazken Vehaparis not only amemory
but a presence in our lives.”

Among those in attendance at
the presentation were His Eminence
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, who
along with clergy offered the re-
quiem prayer in memory of His Holi-
ness Vazken I. Also attending were
were Deacon Allen Jendian and Hrair
Shekerdjian, who were both part of
the ACYO Central Council in 1960,
meeting and greeting the Catholicos
and documented in this scrapbook.
According to Archbishop Hovnan
Derderian next year, as we com-
memorate the 25th anniversary of
the passing of the Venerable
Catholicos Vazken I, this book should
be published for distribution to the
faithful.
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St. Gregory Armenian Church

SAVE THE DATE

Under the Auspices of

His Eminence

Abp. Hovnan Derderian

Primate of the Western Diocese

Celebration of the 20" Anniversary of Ordination
To the Sacred Priesthood of Christ
And the 50" Anniversary of Service to the
Armenian Apostolic Church
of
Rev. Fr. Archpriest Sarkis Petoyan
On Sunday, September 9, 2018

10:30 a.m. Celebration of Divine Liturgy
Immediately Followed by a Luncheon at Geragos Hall
2215 E. Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107
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