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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services
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We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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THE WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN
CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA

“Zvartnots” Cultural Committee

Under the auspices of <
His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate

Invites you to

A CONCERT

of Armenian Sacred Hymns and Songs by Komitas, Sayat-Nova,
and Khachaturian

In celebration of

100th Anniversary of Armenia’s First Republic
and

280o0th Anniversary of Yerevan Erebuni

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2018 AT 6:00 PM

AT ST. LEON ARMENIAN CATHEDRAL
3325 N. GLENOAKS BLVD., BURBANK, CA 91504

€

Featuring
Grammy Nominated
& World Renowned Soprano

ISABEL BAYRAKDARIAN
With the UCSB STRING QUARTET

TIcKETS: $20, $30, $50

For more information and reservation kindly call Diocesan office at (818) 558-7474
Lena Simonian at (818) 383-1322
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Macron, Pashinian Meet In Paris
France to Continue Expanding Close Cooperation with Friendly Armenia

PARIS -- French President
Emmanuel Macron met with Armenian
Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian in Paris
on Friday for talks focused on an up-
coming summit of Francophonie na-
tions to be held in Yerevan next month.

According to the Armenian prime
minister’s spokesman, Macron and
Pashinian also discussed issues per-
taining to the business form to be
organized within the framework of the
Francophonie summit in the Armenian
capital.

Greeting Pashinian, Macron re-

portedly highlighted the importance of
the Armenian leader’s visit to France,
expressing conviction that “it will pro-
mote and give a new impetus to the
further development of friendly rela-
tions between the two countries.”

The French president underlined
that his country is ready to continue
the efforts aimed at “expanding close
cooperation with friendly Armenia in
different spheres.”

The French leader reportedly
expressed confidence that the upcom-
ing Francophonie summit in Yerevan

Consul General Armen Baibourtian’s
Congratulatory Message on the Occasion of
Independence Day of Armenia

Dear compatriots, beloved and
esteemed Armenian Californians,

I would like to congratulate you
wholeheartedly on the occasion of the
Independence Day of the Republic of
Armenia. On this very sacred day, |
congratulate every Armenian family that
lives in California, each Armenian indi-
vidually, along with those Americans
who have contributed to our homeland.

I am very proud of you, pro-
foundly realizing that you are torch-
bearers of the nation, constantly car-
rying in your hearts and minds the
spirit of our sacred country. When on
September 21, 1991 the Armenian
people adamantly demonstrated their
collective will-power and, as a con-
tinuation of our independent statehood
founded in 1918, determined to create
a sovereign modern national state on a
solid lawful ground, each of you
brought your direct participation in
fulfillment of our national aspirations.
I’m speaking not only about those who
expressed their will in Armenia through
a decisive vote on this glorious day of
September 21, but also those who
cherished that dream though genera-
tions and away from the homeland, in
California. In their hearts and minds,
they took a direct part in making that
historic decision and in starting the
state-building process. Geography and

distance failed to separate us.

Our nation is incredibly proud of
its progeny, who since independence
have contributed to the establishing of
Armenian statehood in a very practical
manner. This is the day, when along
with celebrating, we must pay a tribute
of respect to all men and women, who
did not spare any effort and fervor to
turn this sacred goal into a reality.

27 years after declaring indepen-
dence, our homeland reborn today
projects a future of hope and light for
each and every of us. Together, we
need to pave the way towards our
cherished future, towards new home-
land and welfare society, based upon
the values of democracy and security.

Continued onpage 2

will be held at a high level. The Arme-
nian prime minister, for his part, said:
“l am convinced that our meeting will
give a new quality to our privileged
relations based on centuries-old his-
torical friendship.” He stressed the
importance of Armenia’s hosting the
2018 Francophonie Summit, describ-
ing it as one of the most important
events in Yerevan since the South
Caucasus country gained indepen-
dence in 1991. Pashinian reaffirmed
his government’s commitment to en-
sure a successful holding of the sum-
mit and expressed confidence that “it
will contribute to the further rise of
the reputation and influence of the
Francophonie.”

The French president is due to
visit Yerevan for the events on Octo-
ber 11-12.

During the meeting at the Elysee
Palace the two leaders also addressed
the Nagorno-Karabakh issue, the
spokesman, Arman Yeghoyan, said to
RFE/RL’s Armenian service.

Along with the United States and
Russia, France co-chairs the Organi-
zation for Security and Cooperation in
Europe’s (OSCE) Minsk Group, an

Continued on page 2

Armenian Media
Outlet Raided By

Police

YEREVAN -- Law-enforcement
bodies searched the offices of an Ar-
menian news website on Monday as
part of a criminal investigation into
leaked recordings of phone conversa-
tions between two high-ranking secu-
rity officials.

Officers of a special police unit
and the Investigative Committee con-
fiscated several computer hard disks
belonging to the Yerevan.today publi-
cation. Its editor, Sevak Hakobian,
condemned the seven-hour search,
saying that his media outlet has all but
suspended its operations as a result.

The search stems from a wire-
tapping scandal that rocked the Arme-
nian political scene last week. Un-
known individuals posted on the
Internet the audio of two recent phone
calls between the heads of two other
Armenian law-enforcement bodies: the
National Security Service (NSS) and
the Special Investigative Service (SIS).
Both agencies acknowledged its au-
thenticity.

The NSS’s Artur Vanetsian and
the SIS’s Sasun Khachatrian discussed
an SIS-led inquiry into the 2008 post-
election violence in Yerevan.

Special Army Units Accused Of Firing
At People In 2008 Post-Election Unrest

YEREVAN — The army not only
participated in quelling post-election
protests in Armenia in 2008, but also
fired at people and residential build-
ings, a top Armenian investigator in-
sisted on Tuesday, referring to special
army units allegedly formed by former
authorities for the purpose.

Sasun Khachatrian, the head of
the Special Investigative Service (SSS),
held a joint press conference with
Director of the National Security Ser-
vice (NSS) Artur Vanetsian.

Foremr president Robert
Kocharian and several other senior
former officials are accused of breach-
ing the constitution by ordering the
use of the army to quell opposition
protests in the wake of a disputed
presidential election in 2008. Ten

people, including two security offic-
ers, were killed in the violence.

The investigation of the events
conducted during the 10-year presi-
dency of Serzh Sarkisian, Kocharian’s
longtime ally and hand-picked succes-
sor, revealed no one who could be
charged in connection with the killings.

At today’s press conference SIS
head Khachatrian disclosed some de-
tails of the investigation, arguing that
investigators have proof of the army’s
involvement in the events.

“Our investigation has already
established that the army not only par-
ticipated in the events of March 1-2,
2008, but also fired in the direction of
people, apartments, that is, the army

Continued on page 3
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11th Forum of Francophone Organizations
Opens in Yerevan

Francophone Organizations opened in
Yerevan on September 12 attended by
RA Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian and
Secretary General of the International
Organization of La Francophonie
Michaélle Jean.

In his remarks, Prime Minister
Pashinyan congratulated Michaélle Jean
on the opening of the forum and noted
that her presence in Yerevan is both
emblematic and important, since Ar-
menia is going to host the 17th Summit
of La Francophonie in a month. Wel-
coming the representatives of those
non-governmental organizations at-
tending the forum, Nikol Pashinyan
said the recent events in Armenia char-
acterized the real power of the civil
rights movement.

“The participation of youth,
women and men in these events showed
how important civil society is and how
important democratic values are in our
country that we share with all our
Francophone friends.

I can state proudly that our coun-
try is assuming an important task and
position by hosting the Francophone
Summit. I want to assure you that our
government and the whole country
have mobilized all forces to host the

YEREVAN -- The 11th Forum of

Summit participants with the best tra-
ditions of Armenian hospitality.

I hope the Summit will promote
the development of Francophonie all
over the world, and Armenia will be-
come one of the centers of Franco-
phonie’s diplomatic activity: the par-
ticipation of delegations and observers
from 84 member countries and organi-
zations will give a new force to the
Summit. The participants will be able
to discover Armenia and its cultural
values that make up part of the
Francophone space. I am convinced
that we are in for an unforgettable
summit which will be a great suc-
cess,” the Prime Minister said, wish-
ing the forum fruitful proceedings.

Secretary General of the Interna-
tional Organization of La Francophonie
Michaélle Jean noted that the people of
Armenia is preparing for the 17th
Francophone Summit with their usual
hospitality.

“It is a great honor for us to hold
the Summit in a country where a velvet
revolution, a peaceful change of power
has taken place,” Michaélle Jean said,
adding that she had the opportunity to
meet young people who took on civic
responsibility to advance the achieve-
ments of the velvet revolution.

Macron, Pashinian Meet In Paris

Continued frompage 1

international format promoting a peace-
ful resolution of the Armenian-
Azerbaijani conflict.

According to the information
posted on the prime minister’s official
website, Pashinian praised the efforts
of the OSCE Minsk Group co-chairing
countries, including France’s efforts
aimed at ensuring peace and stability in
the region. The prime minister under-
lined that Armenia is committed to

continue negotiations to reach a peace-
ful settlement of the conflict.

“The Armenian prime minister
and the French president attached im-
portance to a peaceful settlement of
the problem through the efforts of the
OSCE Minsk Group co-chairs,”
Pashinian’s spokesman added.

Thetwo leaders reportedly agreed
to discuss the agenda of the French-
Armenian relations in more detail dur-
ing Macron’s state visit to Armenia
next month.

Consul General Armen Baibourtian

Continued frompage 1

Our brilliant youth with its high value
system, our entire nation proved that it
deserves a brighter future and will live
up to it. I am not only calling upon you
now to contribute with a new vigor to
the development of our venerable Ar-
menia. | rather urge you to share the
responsibility for transformation and
development of our homeland proudly
called Armenia resting upon all those
foundation stones that you dreamed
about.

Along with my multidimensional
diplomatic functions in the Western
United States, I came to Los Angeles
again as the new Consul General of the
Republic of Armenia to serve you, the
Armenian Californians and our com-
patriots in the West Coast, in the best
interests of our homeland with a mis-
sion to build new bridges between
California and Armenia.

Long live Independence of Ar-
menia! Long live Armenia! Long live
Armenian Californians, and Armenian
people at large!
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Armenia and Kansas Army National Guard
Celebrate 15 Years of Partnership

YEREVAN (Mediamax) -- Ar-
menian Defense Minister Davit
Tonoyan has said that Armenia’s co-
operation with Kansas Army National
Guard is an expanding, long-term,
continuous partnership "for the ben-
efit of the two countries and strength-
ening of stability in the world”.

According to the Defense Minis-
try, Davit Tonoyan made this remark
at the meeting with U.S. Adjutant Gen-
eral of Kansas Lee Tafanelli and U.S.
Ambassador to Armenian Richard Mills
on September 12.

“Since 2003, Kansas Army Na-
tional Guard has been helping Arme-
nian army to improve the capabilities
of its noncommissioned officers, be-
come stronger in the fields of military
medicine and peacekeeping, and de-

velop the capacities for disaster re-
sponse, humanitarian aid, and use of
mobile hospitals. As a result, the state
ofKansas and Armenia formeda strong,
long-lasting friendship that will con-
tinue to grow,” said Richard Mills.

Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan also received Adjutant Gen-
eral Tafanelli today.

“The successful cooperation be-
tween Armenian Armed Forces and
Kansas Army National Guard facili-
tates the strengthening of Armenia-
Kansas partnership and Armenia-U.S.
relations in general,” said Pashinyan.

Lee Tafanelli reiterated the Ameri-
can side’s commitment to further
strengthen the cooperation and lift it to
a higher level.

Aliyev and Kocharian Concerned Over
Establishment of “Dictatorship” in Armenia

Azerbaijani
President  Ilham
Aliyev, who gained
president’s post from
his father as a heri-
tage and during
whose years of rule
various international [3
institutions con
demned the leader- §
ship of that country
for gross violations |
of human rights and
crackdown and per- [f
secution against their
political opponents and journalists, has
expressed concern over the emerging
dictatorship in Armenia.

During a meeting with OSCE
Secretary General Thomas Greminger
Aliyev urged him not to be indifferent
towards the political process in Arme-
nia, drawing his attention on “mass
violations of human rights, arrests of
political opponents and the establish-
ment of a new dictatorial regime in
Armenia”.

Ridiculously, Armenia is blamed
for establishing dictatorship by some-
one during whose presidency human
rights violations have become regular
in Azerbaijan and political persecu-
tions and censorship have become
normal for that country, whereas all
the international democratic institu-
tions, including the OSCE, have wel-
comed the peaceful change of power
in Armenia and have expressed readi-

: i
ness to assist in further democratic
reforms.

Similarly, former Armenian
President Robert Kocharian who faces
charges of breaching the constitution
in 2008 by forcefully dispersing peace-
ful demonstration that resulted in the
death of 10 Armenians has again ac-
cused the current authorities of carry-
ing out a political persecution against
him.

Inaninterview withthe “Yerevan.
Today” website published on Wednes-
day Kocharian accused PM Nikol
Pashinian of being responsible for all
“Political” arrests in Armenia. “We are
a member of the Council of Europe.
Even dictators do not do so straight-
forwardly. Now I should congratulate
the people of Armenia that we’ve got a
new dictator. Was this the goal of the
revolution?” the ex-president con-
cluded.
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Armen Aroyan Collection at
USC Institute of Armenian Studies

LOS ANGELES -- The first time
Armen Aroyan took a group of Arme-
nians to visit the villages of their an-
cestors was 1991. At that time, he
wasn’t sure if this was a one-time
visit, but it came after a few trips he
had undertaken with a small group of
friends.

“I recognized that visiting these
places had special meaning for me.
And I thought, why not help others
experience the same satisfaction,” says
Aroyan, now 74, whose family is from
Aintab.

Armen Aroyan has deeded the
approximately 400 hours of video re-
cordings to the USC Institute of Arme-
nian Studies to be digitized, indexed,
and made available to researchers
worldwide.

Aroyan, an engineer by profes-
sion, planned that first trip with seven
travelers, whom he began to call pil-
grims. Over the next 27 years, there
were around 100 more trips and 1,480
travelers.

Each trip was recorded in me-
ticulous detail, on videotape. Through-
out the years, the quality and accessi-
bility of video developed and Aroyan’s
recordings underwent format changes.
But the content remained the same:
individual travelers reciting, singing,
crying, telling stories, sharing bits of
Armenian history, and conversing with
the local population.

“Given the immense transforma-
tion within the Diaspora over the last
half century, and the inevitable changes
in memories and attitudes, the content
of these video recordings — the expres-
sions of emotion, of expectation, of
response to loss, of reclaiming belong-
ing — become extremely useful as pri-
mary source material for those study-
ing evolving narratives about the Geno-
cide, about Turkey, about the Diaspora,
about the transmission of trauma, and
about individual transformation,” said
Salpi Ghazarian, director of the USC
Institute of Armenian Studies.

The differences in how Turks
and Kurds in the villages recount their
stories, and the changes in how Arme-
nian travelers interact with each place
of memory is stark in these videos.
“There is an evolution that can be
followed, studied and that must be
understood. There were many repeat
travelers and there are distinct differ-
ences in how the same traveler re-
sponds to the same places during each
trip. The varying responses of travel-
ers of different generations are also
valuable. All in all, this is a very spe-
cific way of studying inherited

memory. It is also a window into
understanding relationship to places
with which so many identify, but which
are unknown and unfamiliar,” said
Ghazarian.

Aroyan’s own interpretations of
the responses is interesting. “I would
tailor each trip itinerary according to
the needs of the participants,” he ex-
plains. “It was interesting how people’s
responses changed over the years —
from fear and hesitation, to anticipa-
tion and emotional connection. There
were pilgrims who came two or three
or as many as eight times, and brought
along their friends, their adult chil-
dren. They each took away something
different, but they were all ready to
share their responses.”

As Turkey’s domestic political
situation evolved, so did the nature of
the interaction with officials, drivers,
local residents. “I knew some Turk-
ish,” Aroyan explains, “And I learned
more each year. We could tell when
people were hesitant to speak with us,
when they felt comfortable acknowl-
edging the history they knew to be
true. That progression has also been
very useful to observe. They went
from curiosity about our motives, to
quite straightforwardly talking about
the stories they had heard. Much had
changed over those three decades.”

The USC Institute of Armenian
Studies is dedicated to studying the
contemporary Armenian experience,
both in the Republic of Armenia and in
the Diaspora. Digitizing and providing
access to Armen Aroyan’s collection
is one piece of the larger Diaspora
Documentation & Digitization initia-
tive. The Institute has also begun to
create and collect documentation of
the World War II Displaced Persons
experience. The Institute will also
embark on creating and collecting docu-
ments and records that depict the build-
ing of the Los Angeles Armenian com-
munity.
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Murat Celikkan and Mwatana Organization
for Human Rights Receive 2018
International Hrant Dink Award

ISTANBUL -- Turkish Journal-
ist Murat Celikkan and the Yemeni
organization, Mwatana for Human
Rights, won the 10th International
Hrant Dink Award, the foundation re-
ported.

Every year, Hrant Dink Founda-
tion presents the award to individuals
who take personal risks for achieving
free and just world ideals, who break
the stereotypes and use the language
of peace and by doing so give inspira-
tion to others, and organizations or
groups that strive against discrimina-
tion, racism and violence.

During the ceremony, human
right activist and Harvard University
faculty member Douglas A. Johnson
gave a speech focusing on envisioning
the future of human rights, as well as
new approaches in the field. Co-
founder of the International Nestle
Boycott Committee, Johnson is also
among the founders of New Tactics,
an organization that supports human
right defenders.

The award ceremony featured
musical performances by Vomank,
Collectif Medz Bazar and Sahakyan
Children’s Chorus.

Speaking at the award ceremony,
Murat Celikkan said he could continue
his work thanks to people supporting
peace although they sentenced to death
as they challenge the "death and blood
policy (of the government)."

For years, Celikkan has striven
to create peaceful, democratic and
pluralistic solutions to several ongoing
heated issues in Turkey. Aware of the
many different risks, he nonetheless
speaks out in the defense of human
rights. He fights for the establishment
of freedom of expression and associa-
tion, the exposure of human rights
violations and torture, and recognition

of the rights of those who were ‘disap-
peared.” Contributing to the strength-
ening of collective memory, and rais-
ing awareness in this area through his
writings on coming to terms with the
past and dialogue.

The spokesperson of Mwatana
for Human Rights, Radya el-
Mutawakel, said the situation of
Yemen differs from Turkey; how-
ever, the human rights organiza-
tions of both countries face the same
difficulties.

"In spite of the very big differ-
ences on the situation between Yemen
and Turkey, we still share many simi-
lar difficulties as civil society. Also,
when we read more about Hrant him-
self and each person in the Jury, we
even felt happier and prouder to be
granted the award."

Mwatana Organization for Hu-
man Rights, conducts independent,
impartial documentation work and pre-
pares reports in its courageous struggle
against human rights violations in
Yemen, in a time when cities of this
country are being bombed and thou-
sands of civilians are losing their lives
in civil war.

The Jury consisted of human
rights activists, actors, directors, mu-
sicians and writers; Eren Keskin, Ai
Weiwei, Albie Sachs, Ayse Kadioglu,
Ercan Kesal, Ozlem Dalkiran, Ronald
Grigor Suny, Sarkis, Serj Tankian,
Zainab Salbi and Rakel Dink.

Hrant Dink tried to play his role
as a journalist to improve dialogue
between Turks and Armenians. The
International Hrant Dink Award is
presented annually under the aegis
of'the International Hrant Dink Foun-
dation at an award ceremony orga-
nized on Hrant Dink’s birthday, Sep-
tember 15th.

Special Army Units Accused Of Firing

Continued frompage 1

fully participated in these actions.
Secondly, I want to disclose more
details that I frankly did not want to
do, but today there is an occasion for
that and the public should know it.
After the secret order when it was
decided to gather servicemen from
different military units in Yerevan,
soldiers were in service at border
posts without shifts, as a result a very
dangerous situation was created, and
youknow that there was an [ Azerbaijani
commando] raid,” Khachatrian said.

According to the top investiga-
tor, the most disgraceful thing that
happened to the army during those
days was that the country’s then
leaders “turned soldier into merce-
naries and used them against the
people.”

“Within the framework of the
criminal case it has already been
established that in the period after
February 23, [2008] and until March
7-8, [2008] oligarchs gave money to
soldiers to protect them, their prop-
erty, their political aspirations,” the
SIS head said.
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A Series of Dazzling Concerts and Lectures
Brings Armenian Music to Asia, Bridging
Centuries of Folk Traditions

NEW YORK -- Music truly acts
as the ultimate universal language,
making geographical distances nonex-
istent and bringing cultures closer.
This summer, Armenian and Asian
folk traditions merged with effortless
synchrony through a series of con-
certs and captivating lectures in China
and Japan.

Organized by the AGBU Per-
forming Arts Department, these events
expanded the reach of Armenian cul-
ture to the Far East and promoted
artistic collaborations. “This tour was
yet another demonstration of our mis-
sion to bring Armenian heritage closer
to global audiences and support aspir-
ing talents,” said pianist and AGBU
PAD Director Hayk Arsenyan.

The series commenced with a
sold-out concert hosted by AGBU and
the Cadillac Shanghai Concert Hall in
Shanghai, China, on May 28. Its title,
“Sounds of the Silk Road: From Arme-
nia to China,” spoke of the essence of
the Chinese-Armenian connections
dating back to the Medieval Times
when the Silk Road boosted trade be-
tween the two nations. “After living in
Shanghai for years,  have realized that
Armenia and China have a lot of simi-
larities: Both countries have centuries-
old history, great cultural heritage and
wonderful traditional music,” said
Astghik Poghosyan, the concert’s ar-
tistic director who also serves as an
assistant to the president of the Shang-
hai Symphony Orchestra. “It is impor-
tant that we continue to promote and
share our culture in other countries
because Armenian culture has so much
to offer and we should do our best to
share it with as many people as pos-
sible. I hope we will get more chances
to do that in Asia.”

Musicians from Armenia, China,
France, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the
United States offered a unique pro-
gram, a fusion of Armenian and Chi-
nese folk melodies, played either as
separate pieces or mixes on western
classical and traditional Chinese in-
struments. “It was the first time I used
a traditional Chinese instrument to play
another country’s folk music,” Liu Yu
Xian, a guzheng player, said. “I feel
very happy and honored to get this
chance and learn about this culture.”

This concert also marked the
continuation of the fruitful collabora-
tion between the Shanghai Conserva-
tory of Music and AGBU which began
in 2015 when the conservatory’s stu-

dents arranged a traditional Armenian
song for the 8th AGBU Performing
Artists in Concert at Carnegie Hall
(NYSEC).

The tour continued with a con-
cert titled “East and West Music” at
the Tsunohazu Kumin Hall in Tokyo,
Japan, on June 1. Organized by AGBU
and Arev Arts Ensemble and Founda-
tion, the concert was part of the Week
of Armenian Culture in Tokyo, regu-
larly hosted by the Embassy of Arme-
nia in Japan. This cultural event of-
fered a glimpse of Armenian heritage
to audiences in Japan—a country
where Armenians historically did not
have a strong presence, and a tiny
community was formed recently. "For
the past several years, the Embassy of
Armenia in Japan has been organizing
the Week of Armenian Culture in To-
kyo. Artists, musicians and craftsmen
from Armenia and the diaspora, as well
as friends of Armenia from Japan
showcase their art and perform bridg-
ing cultures, celebrating the friendly
ties between the two countries. This
year, we were happy to have the AGBU
Performing Arts Department as our
valuable partner,” noted Armenia’s
Ambassador to Japan Grant Pogosyan.
He went on saying that thanks to out-
standing performances and lectures,
locals had an opportunity to better
understand Armenian culture.

The evening featured well-known
musicians from Armenia, Japan, Spain
and the United States who played on
the piano, violin and koto (Japanese
harp). “I hope our cooperation with
the AGBU Performing Arts Depart-
ment will continue and give us more
opportunities to present Armenian cul-
ture in Japan,” said Karen Israelyan,
director and founder of Arev Arts
Ensemble and Foundation.

Concerts were followed by lec-
tures—delivered by Arsenyan—first
at Hong Kong University and then at
Tokyo’s Waseda University, the sec-
ond largest university in Japan. His
talks focused on Armenian history,
culture, music, and various AGBU
programs, including the AGBU Musi-
cal Armenia Program. Yas Tarumi, a
duduk player from Japan, joined
Arsenyan to play traditional and clas-
sical Armenian music at Waseda Uni-
versity. “This was a great occasion to
introduce our music and culture to
the people in Asia through unique
interpretations of our folk melodies,”
concluded Arsenyan.
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Silicon Valley Heads to Armenia for
Tech Summit

HIVE Ventures, the leading ven-
ture fund focused on investing in Ar-
menian entrepreneurs, is hosting its
fourth annual HIVE Tech Summit in
Yerevan, Armenia on Saturday, Octo-
ber 13, 2018 at TUMO Center for
Creative Technologies.

HIVE Ventures serves as a bridge
between Armenia and Silicon Valley.
The fund provides Armenian startups
with investment, mentorship, and ac-
cess to Silicon Valley resources and
network. In addition, HIVE helps US-
based companies open offices in Ar-
menia.

To date, HIVE has invested in
over 30 startups across the US and
Armenia, including ServiceTitan,
Gecko Robotics, Embodied, and
CodeFights. HIVE has co-invested with
leading venture capital funds including
Y Combinator, Iconiq Capital, Besse-
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mer Venture Partners, Founders Fund,
Intel Capital and Amazon.

The HIVE Tech Summit will in-
clude 1:1 meetings with startups and
investors, and panels and presenta-
tions from some of the most success-
ful Silicon Valley entrepreneurs and
investors.

The event will feature speak-
ers from many of the top VC funds
and companies including Kleiner
Perkins, Y Combinator, Base10VC,
Founders Embassy, Gecko Robot-
ics, ServiceTitan, Hoodline, Bench-
mark, Amazon, Pinterest and Slack.

HIVE Ventures was founded in
2014 by Nina Achadjian and is backed
by the Hirair & Anna Hovnanian Foun-
dation.

For more information go to
hiveventures.co. Contact: Alex
Kablanian alex@hivefund.co

Panel at Harvard to Look at ""Armenia's
Velvet Revolution After 6 Months"

BOSTON -- A panel discussion
entitled “Armenia’s Velvet Revolution
After 6 Months: Beyond the Head-
lines,” will take place at Harvard Uni-
versity, Fong Auditorium (Boylston
Hall), on Thursday, September 27,
2018, at 7:30 p.m.

The panel will be moderated by
Dr. Lisa Gulesserian, Lecturer on Ar-
menian in the Department of Near
Eastern Languages & Civilizations,
Harvard University, and will feature a
panel including Anush Hambaryan
(Harvard Kennedy School, Master in
Public Policy Candidate), Harout
Manougian (Harvard Kennedy School,
Master in Public Administration Can-
didate), and Dr. Anna Ohanyan (Rich-
ard B. Finnegan Distinguished Profes-
sor of Political Science and Interna-
tional Relations, Stonehill College).

The event is organized by the
National Association for Armenian
Studies and Research (NAASR) /
Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation Se-
ries on Contemporary Armenian Is-
sues, with the co-sponsorship of
AGBU-YP Boston, Electoral Reform
Society (a student organization of the
Harvard Kennedy School), and the
Harvard Armenian Students Associa-
tion.

Armenia’s Velvet Revolution,
though the result of years of pent-up
anger and frustration, unfolded in
spring 2018 with dizzying speed. One

moment itappeared that Serzh Sarkisian
and the Republican Party would con-
tinue their grip on power and all that
goes with power in an Armenia domi-
nated by oligarchs; then, practically
before anyone knew what had hap-
pened, the Armenian people asserted
their will, and, incredibly, without vio-
lence, power passed from Sarkisian to
the people’s choice, Nikol Pashinian.
At a time when many democracies are
drifting towards authoritarianism, Ar-
menia stood as a bright exception.

Almost six months later, inevita-
bly, the realities of governing, of ad-
dressing the problems of the past and
of the future, and building the new
Armenia, have created challenges. In
this panel discussion, we will attempt
to move beyond the headlines to dis-
cuss some key fundamental issues in-
cluding systemic and structural
changes that must take place to
strengthen Armenia’s democracy;
changes to Armenia’s electoral code;
the complexities of Armenia’s foreign
relations; efforts to combat institu-
tionalized corruption; addressing gen-
der inequality; and more.

This event is free and open to the
public. A reception and refreshments
will immediately follow the program
and question-and-answer session

For more information about this
program, contact NAASR at 617-489-
1610 or hq@naasr.org.
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AMAA Centennial Banquet

Los Angeles — October 20, 6 pm , AMAA Centennial Ban-
quet at Biltmore Hotel will honor Benefactors Stephen Philibosian
and Conte Foundations, Sheen Family Trust, Gerald and Patricia
Turpanjian, TF Educational Foundation. Kenneth Khachigian,

Master of Ceremonies . For more information call Levon Filian
or the AMAA Office

201.265.2607 or e-mail
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VERDUGO PARK GLENDALE

1621 Canada Blvd., Glendale, CA, 91206

Starting at 11:00 am

Live Music & Dancing
S Nh MU

Art Work Exibition
UrNnhcuuSh 9NreGrN0h G
QprrLeGMrNh JUAUL
Kids Games
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Armenian Food
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Manufacturing,Inc.
By TED & NORA KOROGHLIAN




