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WELCOME HOME & AUTO INSURANCE

Along with all of our other Trusted Insurance Services

L3 CN E3

We will shop you
with over 20 A-rated
companies to find
the best fit for your
needs and budget.

CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9305
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Nikol Pashinian Meets with Armenian Community in New York
“Armenia Needs Development Programs Rather Than

5SS OFFICE OF THE
FRNMENT OF ARMENTA

NEW YORK — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian met in New York City
with representatives of the Armenian
community and U.S.-based Armenian
organizations on the evening of Sep-
tember 23. The Prime Minister thanked
them for such a warm welcome, not-
ing that he had already met with many
of them in an atmosphere of general
enthusiasm in Armenia.

“The 27th anniversary of
Armenia’s independence was cel-
ebrated two days ago. We had not seen
such a festive atmosphere of indepen-
dence celebrations since the referen-
dumonindependence in Armenia. This
mood was confirmed today with an-
other fact. You may know that Yerevan
City Council elections have been held,
with 99% of results summed up al-
ready. In those elections that went off
in absolutely fair, free and transparent
conditions, My Step alliance has won
81% of the votes. This means that the
allegations about the possibility of a
counter-revolutionare null and void as
evidenced by the election results,” the

Charity Projects”

TR

Prime Minister said, noting that the only
thing that is possible in Armenia is law-
fulness, democracy, independent judi-
ciary and free economic competition.
Nikol Pashinianunderscored that
unlike what we have had for many
years, there are no longer monopolies
and privileged people in Armenia. “The
government has set itself many prior-
ity tasks to address — foreign policy,
economy, institutional, etc. Two days
ago, the European Court of Human
Rights issued its first ruling on the
events of March 1-2, 2008, which
according to lawyers’ opinion, implies
that the whole judicial system was at
odds with lawfulness and legality in
Armenia. This means that what [ was
talking about at the rally of August 17
has been confirmed by the ECHR judg-
ment,” the Head of Government said.
The Prime Minister stressed that
faced up with serious challenges, Ar-
menia pins great hopes on the
Diaspora’s backing. “A landmark shift
has occurred in Armenia’s develop-
ment model. Before the revolution many

Armenia a Fantastic Example of Peaceful
Transition of Power — UN Secretary General

NEW YORK -- UN Secretary
General Antonio Guterres has said Ar-
menia is a fantastic example of peace-
ful transition of power.

“We are seeing authoritarianism
on the rise, and it’s important to
strengthen civil society, it’s important
that people, and namely young people
are able to come together and to show
that democracy, freedom and human
rights are extremely important for our
society,” the Secretary general said
during a Q&A session on Facebook.

“Just recently we had a fantastic
example of peaceful transition in Ar-
menia that was led by youth. There
was a peaceful transition of power led
by youth movement. And this is a
fantastic example to show that there

are reasons to hope that the new gen-
eration will do better than our genera-
tion,” Antonio Guterres said.

used to ask others to do something,
but now we realize that each of us has
to do something. The revolution’s piv-
otal meaning is that every citizen of
Armenia now understands that his or
her position is decisive in terms of
shaping Armenia’s future. No matter
who is the prime minister, what mat-
ters is that today the citizens of Arme-
nia are free to elect a government or a
member of parliament through fair,
transparent and democratic elections.
It may seem somewhat strange that
the ruling political force gets so many
votes in City Council elections, but
you all know that there was a particu-
lar political context in those elections.
I'had asked people to vote for My Step
alliance as anapproval of early parlia-
mentary elections,” Nikol Pashinian
said, adding that he would negotiate
with parliamentary and non-parliamen-
tary political forces to discuss the
terms and timetable of early parlia-
mentary elections. “There was a mood
that they should be held by June next
year, but the expectation that potential
investors have in terms of making
long-term political records, and the
overall economic environment make
the elections more earnest, of course.
Today, the structure of our economy is
far from giving rise to any optimism, and
we have to change it. Today, it consists
ofthree mainbranches: agriculture, which
does not meet modern requirements;
mining which sells the national wealth,
and finally the betting industry.

Our economy stated a two-digit
rate of activity in July owing to the

Continuedon page 3

PM Pashinian's Bloc
Wins Landslide
Election Victory

In Yerevan

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian’s bloc scored
a landslide victory in municipal elec-
tions held in Yerevan on Sunday.

The Central Election Commis-
sion (CEC) said early on Monday that
with three quarters of the ballots cast
counted, the My Step bloc garnered
over 80 percent of the vote, more than
enough to install its top candidate,
Hayk Marutian, as mayor of the Arme-
nian capital.

Businessman Gagik Tsarukian’s
Prosperous Armenia Party (BHK) came
in a distant second with 7 percent,
followed by the Luys alliance, which
got 5 percent. Both groups have min-
isterial posts in Pashinian’s cabinet.

The nine other election contend-
ers fared much worse, according to
the initial election results.

Under Armenian law, alliances
need to win at least 8 percent of the
vote in order to be represented in the
city council empowered to elect the
mayor. But the law also stipulates that
at least three political groups must be
represented in the council, meaning
that Luys will also hold seats there.

Luys’s mayoral candidate, Artak
Zeynalian, was quick to visit the My
Step headquarters in Yerevanand con-
gratulate Pashinian’s bloc on its con-
vincing victory.

The CEC put voter turnout at
about 43.7 percent, up from almost 41
percent that was recorded by it in the
previous municipal elections that were

Continued onpage 2

Lynne Tracy Nominated
U.S. Ambassador to Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC -- Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump has announced
his intent to nominate Lynne M. Tracy
of Ohio, to be Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of
Armenia, the White House reported.

Ms. Tracy is a career member of
the Senior Foreign Service, class of
Minister-Counselor, currently serving
as Senior Advisor for Russia Affairs at
the U.S. Department of State. Previ-
ously, she served as Deputy Chief of
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Mos-
cow, Russia, Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary for Central Asia in the Bureau of
South and Central Asian Affairs at the
Department of State, Deputy Chief of
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan, and Princi-
pal Officer at the U.S. Embassy Branch
Office in Astana, Kazakhstan. Addi-
tionally, Ms. Tracy served as the Prin-
cipal Officer at the U.S. Consulate in

Peshawar, Pakistan, where she was
awarded the Secretary’s Award for
Heroism. She is the recipient of the
State Department’s Distinguished
Honor Award. Ms. Tracy earned her
B.A. from the University of Georgia
and J.D. from the University of Akron.
She speaks Russian.
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World Leaders Congratulation 27th
Anniversary of Armenia’s Independence

YEREVAN -- Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian has received congratu-
lations from World Leaders on the
27th anniversary of Armenia’s Inde-
pendence Day.

RF President Vladimir Putin:

“Dear Nikol Vovayevich,

Please, accept my sincere con-
gratulations on the occasion of
Armenia’s National Holiday — Inde-
pendence Day. The relations between
our countries are based on good tradi-
tions of friendship, mutual respect and
spiritual closeness.

I am confident that with joint
efforts we will be able to ensure the
future development of allied relations
and multilateral cooperation, as well as
partnership inthe sidelines of Eurasian
integration processes. This is undoubt-
edly in the interests of the peoples of
Russian and Armenia and is for the
benefit of the strengthening of regional
security and stability.

Dear Nikol Vovayevich, I wish
you good health and every success, as
well as welfare and prosperity - to all
your compatriots.”

seskosk

U.S. President Donald Trump:

“Dear Mr. Prime Minister,

Onbehalfofthe Americanpeople
congratulations to you and the people
of Armenia on the 27th anniversary of
your national independence.

Armenia has much to celebrate
this year. A peaceful, popular move-
ment ushered in a new era in Armenia,
and we look forward to working with
you to help you execute the will of
your people to combat corruption and
to establish representative, account-
able governance, rule of law buttressed
by anindependent judiciary, and politi-
cal and economic competition.

We thank you for your steadfast
partnership on many fronts, including
contributing to NATO operations and
showing great generosity in welcom-
ing Syrian refugees.

The coming months bring op-
portunities to resolve the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict, which would cre-
ate even more possibilities for U.S. —
Armenian cooperation. As a member
of the OSCE Minsk Group, the United
States looks forward to working with
you to find a lasting and peaceful

resolution of this conflict.

This year also marks the centen-
nial ofthe First Armenian Republic and
the 100th anniversary of U.S. —Arme-
nia friendship. I look forward to fur-
ther strengthening the partnership that
began between our countries one hun-
dred years ago. On this special centen-
nial anniversary, I wish the very best
to you and to the people of Armenia.”
the U.S. President’s congratulatory
message says.

skeskosk

Queen Elizabeth II of the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and North-
ern Ireland:

“It gives me great pleasure to
send to Your Excellency my congratu-
lations on the celebration of your Na-
tional Day, particularly in the year in
which Armenia celebrates the cente-
nary of the establishment of the first
Republic of Armenia, together with my
best wishes for the good fortune and
happiness of the people of Armenia in
the coming year. At this time I reflect
on the close historic ties between our
countries, and look forward to our
ongoing friendship and cooperation.”

skeskosk

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang:

“Excellency,

On behalf of the Government of
the People’s Republic of China and
myself, I cordially congratulate you
and the friendly Armenian people on
the occasion of the Independence Day
of the Republic of Armenia.

During the past years, the Arme-
nian-Chinese friendly cooperation has
been steadily and dynamically devel-
oping owing to joint efforts. The re-
ciprocated top-level contacts and po-
litical trust keep strengthening, leading
to closer ties of cooperation in various
spheres, which will bring real benefits
to our peoples. The Chinese side ap-
preciates Armenia’s role as a partner
country in implementing the One Belt,
One Road Initiative.

I am ready to work with you to
further the relations between our two
countries and ensure mutually benefi-
cial cooperation in different spheres.

I wish prosperity to your coun-
try, and peace to the friendly people of
Armenia. I wish Your Excellency ro-
bust health and every success.”

PM Pashinian's Bloc Wins

Continuedfrompage 1

held in May 2017 and controversially
won by the then ruling Republican
Party of Armenia (HHK). The HHK,
which lost power in May 2018 after
weeks of mass protests, chose not to
join the latest mayoral race in the Ar-
menian capital.

The vote was marked by an
unusually small number of irregulari-

ties or violent incidents reported by
election contenders, local monitors and
media. The HHK was accused of vote
rigging and buyingthroughout its leader
Serzh Sarkisian’s decade-long rule.

Armenia’s Investigative Commit-
tee said law-enforcement authorities
received 25 complaints about alleged
violations such as attempts at multiple
voting. It pledged to investigate all of
them.

September 29, 2018

prosperity of the Armenian state.

country.

Western Unites States

Joint Statement by Armenian National
Parties of Western United States

We welcome the 27th anniversary of Armenia’s Independence with
fundamentally renewed enthusiasm, hope and optimism.

We welcome the anniversary of the independence under circumstances
where the obstacles for the Republic’s unwavering advancement, the people’s
economic prosperity, the people’s spirit of innovation and initiative in a just
and democratic environment have been almost removed.

This new reality places further responsibility on all political currents,
force and structures working in the Armenian reality to confront the indiffer-
ence, inaction and passivity and initiate constructive approaches, with
substantive investment to assist programs for the strengthening and economic

This new reality must also become an impetus to halt the exodus from
Armenia and toward the realization of a vision for repatriation. Through an
unparalleled cooperation between the state and the Diaspora we must be able
to eradicate the danger of emigration, which threatens the stability of our

On the occasion of the independence anniversary we pledge our to put
forth our resources for Armenia’s prosperity.

Social-Democratic Hunchakian Party
Armenian Revolutionary Federation
Armenian Democratic Liberal Organization (Ramkavar Azatagan Party)

U.S. Seeks Extradition of Turkish American
Lobbyist Arrested in Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) -- The
United States has formally asked Ar-
menia to extradite the former head of
a Turkish American lobbying group
who was arrested in Yerevan on Au-
gust 29.

The Armenian police detained
Kemal (Kevin) Oksuz a week after
U.S. law-enforcement authorities is-
sued an international arrest warrant
for him. A Yerevan court was quick to
allow the police to keep the Turkish-
born man in custody for at least one
month.

Oksuz used to run the Texas-
based Turquoise Council of Ameri-
cans and Eurasians as well as the
Assembly of the Friends of Azerbaijan.
The two groups came under scrutiny
after organizing in 2013 an all-ex-
penses-paid visit to Azerbaijan by 10
members and 32 staffers of the U.S.
Congress.

The Ethics Committee of the U.S.
House of Representatives launched an
inquiry into the secret funding around
that time. Oksuz reportedly refused to
testify in the probe.

A spokeswoman for Armenia’s
Office of the Prosecutor-General,
Arevik Khachatrian, told the
Armenpress news agency on Wednes-
day that it has received a formal extra-
dition request from U.S. law-enforce-
ment authorities. She did not say when
the Armenian side will respond to it.

Under Armenian law, final deci-
sions on extraditing foreign nationals
living in the country have to be made
by the Justice Ministry. They can be
challenged in court.

Armenpress also reported that
the police suspect Oksuz’s Armenian-
registered company called the Sena
Group of tax evasion. If charged, he
will risk heavy fines or up to five
years’ imprisonment.

It remains unclear why Oksuz
decided to relocate to Armenia, a coun-
try that has strained relations with both
Turkey and Azerbaijan. Just like other
Turkish American activists, he had
lobbied the U.S. Congress against rec-
ognizing the 1915 Armenian genocide
in Ottoman Turkey.

Tsarukianon Monday recognized
the official results of the weekend
municipal elections in Yerevan which
gave a landslide victory to Prime Min-
ister Nikol Pashinian’s bloc.

“While categorically rejecting the
[Pashinian camp’s] dangerous ap-
proach of dividing the society into

[political] blacks and whites, the Pros-
perous Armenia Party accepts the elec-
tion results and congratulates the My
Step bloc,” Tsarukian said in a state-
ment posted on Facebook.

“I also want to thank my team for
its principled, intelligent and correct
campaign,” added the BHK leader.
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Honorary Consulate of Armenia Inaugurated Members of Congress Urge Governor Brown

in Morelia, Mexico

MORELIA, MEXICO —
Armenia’s honorary consulate has been
inaugurated on September 21 in
Morelia, the capital city of Michoacéan,
Mexico.

The consulate was inaugurated
by Armenia’s Ambassador to Mexico
Ara Ayvazyan, the embassy staff and
representatives of the Mexican-Arme-
nian community. Rev. Sassoon
Zumrookhdian, from United States,

bassy. Ambassador Ara Ayvazyan,
Head ofthe Maronit Church of Mexico,
Bishop George Saad Abi Yunes, Rev.
Sassoon Zumrookhdian, Honorary
Consul of the Republic of Armenia
Hakob Sahakyan and Governor of
Michoacan State, State Migration Sec-
retary Jose Luis Gutierrez Peres made
speeches. The reception was attended
by numerous federal and state sena-
tors and deputies, representatives of
state and municipal authorities in

blessed the Consulate.

On the same day, Ambassador
Ayvazyan met with Governor of
Michoacan Silvano Aurelez Coneco.
During the meeting, the parties high-
lighted the decentralized cooperation
in the context of the development of
bilateral relations, reaching an agree-
ment on joint work in the field of
cultural, educational and trade-eco-
nomic cooperation.

Afterwards an official reception
dedicated to the 27th anniversary of
Armenia’s Independence was orga-
nized on behalf of the Armenian Em-

Michoacan, members of Armenian,
Lebanese and Greek communities, and
journalists.

Michoacéan is one of the 31 states
which, with the Federal District, com-
prise the 32 Federal Entities of Mexico.
The State, located in Western Mexico,
is divided into 113 municipalities and
its capital city is Morelia. The city was
named after José Maria Morelos, one
of the main heroes of the Mexican War
of Independence. Michoacan has
apopulation of over4.5 million ranked
9th in the country.

Pashinian Meets with Armenian Community

Continuedfrompage 1

World Football Championship. We dis-
approve this state of affairs, and we
want Armenia to turn from an agrar-
ian, mining nation into a high-tech
country, which is our most important
imperative as it stems from our secu-
rity environment.

Our government did everything
to keep the situation stable in the coun-
try as it was the most important chal-
lenge in the post-revolutionary period,
and we did it.

Today, our most important task
is to attract new investments. To this

end, we have embarked on a tax code
reform; we are building an indepen-
dent judiciary; we are trying to ensure
a stable political situation, for which
we need to hold snap parliamentary
elections in the near future. The out-
come of Yerevan City Council elec-
tions demonstrated that early parlia-
mentary elections are inevitable and
they should be held soonest possible,”
the Prime Minister underscored.

The Head of Government reiter-
ated that monopolies and corruption
have become a thing of the past in
Armenia: the City Council elections
were free from corruption; they went

to Sign Legislation Requiring CalPERS and
CalSTRS to Divest from Turkish Assets

WASHINGTON, DC - Rep.
Adam Schiff and eight colleagues in
the California congressional delega-
tion sent a letter to Governor Jerry
Brown to urge him to sign AB 1597,
legislation passed by the state legisla-
ture which would require the Califor-
nia Public Retirement System
(CalPERS) and the California State
Teachers’ Retirement System
(CalSTRS) to divest from investments
in assets owned, issued, or controlled
by the Turkish government if certain
conditions are met. AB 1597, which
was sponsored by Assemblymember
Adrin Nazarian, passed the Assembly
and Senate in August, and Governor
Brown has until the end of September
to sign it into law. The requirement to
divest would come into effect upon the
passage of a federal law imposing
sanctions on Turkey for its failure to
acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.

The legislation was introduced to
respond to Turkey’s continued denial
of the Armenian Genocide, which was
carried out by the Ottoman Empire
from 1915 to 1923, killing 1.5 million
Armenian men, women and children.

As Schiff and the other signers
wrote in the letter, “We believe this
legislation is a proportionate and ap-

propriate response to Turkey’s con-
tinued denial of the Armenian Geno-
cide, as well as its violations of human
rights and actions counter to United
States interests.” The letter also makes
note of the increasingly autocratic rule
of Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, including the suppression of
dissent and the imprisonment of jour-
nalists, as well as other steps they have
taken contrary to U.S. national secu-
rity interests.

In addition to Schiff, the letter
was signed by Reps. Jackie Speier,
Tony Cardenas, Salud Carbajal, Jim
Costa, Anna Eshoo, Grace Napolitano,
Zoe Lofgren, and Brad Sherman.
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off without interventions on the part of
district and criminal figures. “The citi-
zens of Armenia had the opportunity to
vote for whom they wanted, and even-
tually they have voted for the revolu-
tion, snap parliamentary elections, in
favor of a free and happy Armenia.
Today, money does not have any influ-
ence on election results; we will de-
velop tools to ensure that money is
used for canvassing purposes rather
than for buying votes,” Nikol Pashinian
concluded.

Coming to Armenia-Diaspora re-
lations, the Prime Minister noted that
labor should henceforth prevail over
charity. “Armenia can be backed in
just one way — by promoting economic
activity. Armenia should be perceived
as a business-friendly country. Our
message is as follows: “Get richer and
enrich others.” Armenia no longer needs
charity projects; instead we need de-
velopment programs, such as the Tumo
Center, which has become one of the
most important centers of modern
Armenia.

We hope that new international
brands will be created in Armenia to

change the strategic destination of the
State and the Armenian people. The era
of survival is over, and the time of
developing Armenia has come. We
should treat the Armenia-Artsakh-
Diaspora relations as a single body,”
Nikol Pashinian said.

In conclusion, the Premier
touched upon Armenia’s foreign
policy. “We are going to develop rela-
tions with all international partners,
but we are not going to do it at the
expense of others. We will try to
strengthen our relations with Russia,
EAEU members, Iran, Georgia, the
European Union and the United States.
We should be more confident in these
relations, with approaches inherent in
a sovereign nation. We will pursue our
foreign policy based on national inter-
ests and not on the need to remain on
office,” the Premier emphasized.

Nikol Pashinian answered a num-
ber of other questions concerning the
freedom of expression and mass media,
the status of human rights, the indepen-
dence of the judiciary, Hayastan All-
Armenian Fund’s activities, education,
light industry, banking system, etc.
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of the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation
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FRESNO --An international con-
ference, “Innovative Approaches to
the History of the First Republic of
Armenian, 1918-1920 will take place
from noon-3:00PM on Thursday, No-
vember 15, 2018 in San Antonio,
Texas. The conference, co-sponsored
by the Society for Armenian Studies
(SAS) and the Armenian Communities
Department of the Gulbenkian Foun-
dation, will be held inthe Travis D (3)
room of the Grand Hyatt San Antonio
in conjunction with the Middle East
Studies Association52nd Annual Meet-
ing to take place at the same hotel
between November 15-18, 2018.

The Conference will consist of
two sessions and is open to the public.
SAS President Bedross Der Matossian
(University of Nebraska, Lincoln) will
deliver the opening remarks. The first
session, chaired by Tsolin Nalbantian
(Leiden University), is entitled “The
First Republic in the International Con-
text.” It consists of three papers:
George Bournoutian (Iona College)
“The Territorial Demands of the Arme-
nian Republic: Reality versus Naiveté”;
Vartan Matiossian (Armenian National
Education Committee, New York) “The
Recognition of the First Republic of
Armenia in South America (1918-19207;
and Ari Sekeryan (University of Oxford)
“Rethinking the Establishment of the
First Republic of Armenia: Reactions of
the Ottoman-Turkishand ArmenianPress

in Istanbul.”

The second session chaired by
Barlow Der Mugrdechian (California
State University, Fresno) is entitled
“Gender, Personalities, and Culture dur-
ing the First Republic.” It consists of
four papers: Seda D. Ohanian (Na-
tional Academy of Science of Arme-
nia) “Armenian Women in the Parlia-
ment of the First Republic (1918-
1920)”; Jakub Osiecki (Jagiellonian
University in Krakow) “The trip of
Apostolic Visitor rev. Antonio
Delpuche to Yerevan as the Attempt to
Establish Diplomatic Relations between
the Republic of Armenia and the
Vatican”; Khatchig Mouradian (Co-
lumbia University) “Becoming Aram:
The Legacy ofa Revolutionary States-
man”; and Khoren Grigoryan (Insti-
tute of Archaeology and Ethnography
of the National Academy of Sciences
of Armenia) “Banknotes of the First
Republic of Armenia: 1918-1920”.

Richard G. Hovannisian (UCLA
and Chapman University) will deliver
the concluding remarks.

Scholars will delivera dozenother
Armenian-themed papers during the
course of the MESA conference, No-
vember 15-18.

The Society for Armenian Stud-
ies represents scholars and teachers in
the field of Armenian Studies. It pub-
lishes the peer-reviewed Journal of the
Society for Armenian Studies.

New Acquisition Enriches
AEMs Research Library

MISSION HILLS, CA — Ararat-
Eskijian Museum (AEM) recently ac-
quired the rich library of Dr. Robert
Hewsen. Born in New York to Arme-
nian-American parents, Dr. Hewsen
received his Ph.D. from Georgetown
University in 1967, and taught Byzan-
tine and Russian history at Rowan
University for over 30 years. An ex-
pert in the history of the South
Caucasus, Dr. Hewsen has written
multiple books and articles on this
topic. His publication in 2001, Arme-
nia: A Historical Atlas, received wide
acclaim and is considered a monumen-
tal achievement in Armenian studies.

Besides the valuable items Dr.
Hewsenamassed over his distinguished
academic career, his library is com-
piled from significant portions of the
libraries of two other eminent scholars
who worked before him: Dr. Cyril
Toumanoff (1913-1997) and Dr.
Nicholas Adontz (1871-1942).

Dr. Adontz, a philologist and his-
torian specializing in Byzantine and
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Armenian studies, was born near the
city of Sisian in modern-day Armenia.
Hereceived his Ph.D. fromthe Univer-
sity of St. Petersburg in 1916, and
after several teaching positions, in
1930, he headed the Department of
Armenian Studies at the University of
Brussels. His extensive studies and
writings on ancient and medieval Ar-
menian history made him a prominent
figure in the field.

Dr. Toumanoff, the son of Geor-

September 29, 2018

USC Institute of Armenian Studies Welcomes
First Policy Fellows from Armenia

LOS ANGELES — In the frame-
work of the Los Angeles—Yerevan
Sister City relationship, the USC Insti-
tute of Armenian Studies has initiated
the Policy Fellows Program, in col-
laboration with the office of Los Ange-
les City Councilmember Paul Krekorian
and the office of Armenia’s Deputy
Prime Minister Tigran Avinyan.

The Program selects and places
mid-career professionals from Arme-
niainpolicy planningpositions through-
out the City of Los Angeles to learn
from and contribute to the process of
improving lives in both cities. The
first two fellows, Anna Aktaryan and
Davit Shindyan, began their first day
on September 20, the former in the
Bureau of Engineering and the latter in
the Department of Sanitation.

The USC Institute of Armenian
Studies, the City of Los Angeles, and
the Government of Armenia are work-
ing together to create a program, where
“Armenian civil servants can work
directly with a City agency or agen-
cies, learn how their processes work,
and study firsthand the mechanisms in
place to create a successful and sus-
tainable systemof governance,” states
the Memorandum of Understanding
between the parties.

“This unique opportunity to ob-
serve and learn best practices at a
micro level will make it possible to
learn about the tough task of policy
development and policy implementa-
tion — something which is key to good
and responsive governance anywhere,
and nowhere more so than in Armenia
where the population urgently desires
a government that in fact recognizes
the people’s needs and not only devel-
ops but implements appropriate and
effective policies,” said Director of the
USC Institute of Armenian Studies,
Salpi Ghazarian. “I worked within
Armenia’s government for nearly a
decade and I know that good programs
provide the hugely necessary context
for education and democratization.”

The Memorandum was signed
by Los Angeles City Mayor Eric
Garcetti, Los Angeles City
Councilmember Paul Krekorian, and
Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic
of the Republic of Armenia Tigran
Avinyan on July 2, 2018.

Deputy Prime Minister Tigran
Avinyan, who visited Los Angeles in
June, soon after the change of govern-
ment in Armenia, welcomed the pro-
gram. “The program is directly linked
to some of the government priorities:
acceleration of a sustainable economy
through environmentally friendly tech-
nologies and capital investments in
infrastructure, as well as recruitment
of competent young professionals into
the public sector. In this regard, we
are confident that our partnership with
the City of Los Angeles and the USC
Institute of Armenian Studies will be
a cornerstone in reaching our objec-
tives.”

The first cohort of policy fellows
comes withimpressive experience. An
architect and researcher, Anna
Aktaryan has worked in Italy, Israel
and Armenia, focusing on urban plan-
ning and city development. Davit
Shindyan is an environmentalist spe-
cializing in waste management. He has
worked both for the Government of
Armenia and private companies to en-
hance environmental transparency in
the mining sector.

In addition to their work with the
City of Los Angeles, the fellows will
benefit from the unique positioning
and academic resources available at
the University of Southern California.
Their first meeting with former dean
of the USC Price School of Policy,
Professor Daniel Mazmanian, resulted
inthe Fellows gaining valuable insights
into the behind-the-scenes interactions
between politics and policy.

The USC Institute of Armenian
Studies Policy Fellows will continue
next semester with a new cohort.

gian and Russian noble families, was
an historian and genealogist specializ-
ingin medieval Georgia, Armenia, Iran
and the Byzantine Empire. His works
are considered to have significantly
influenced western scholarship of the
medieval Caucasus. Born in the Rus-
sian Empire, he escaped to the U.S.
after the Bolshevik Revolution. During
his studies at Harvard University, he
traveled to Brussels to study
Armenology under Dr. Adontz. He later
obtained his Ph.D. from Georgetown
University in 1943, where he taught

for almost 30 years and counted Dr.
Hewsen among his students.

“While Dr. Hewsen inherited the
library of his mentor Dr. Toumanoff,
who himself had inherited the library of
his mentor Dr. Adontz, Ararat-Eskijian
Museum has now acquired their re-
markable collection of scholarly trea-
sures,” said AEM Director Maggie
Mangassarian-Goschin. Once cata-
logued, AEM will make Dr. Hewsen’s
library availableto scholars and research-
ers worldwide, thus furthering the study
of Armenian history and heritage.
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MEMEBER

NaTioNaL NoOTARY ASSOCIATION
Norary PuBLic

Garine Depoyan

626-755-4773
554 N. Chester Ave Pasadena, Ca. 91106
ghdepoyan@gmail.com
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1060 N. ALLEN AVE. PASADENA CA 91104
CENUQU3LEL (626) 797-7680
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