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PM Pashinian Resigns Ahead Of
Expected Snap Parliamentary Elections

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian announced
his resignation late on Tuesday, paving
the way for the holding of snap parlia-
mentary elections in Armenia in De-
cember.

In a televised address to the na-
tion, Pashinian said the elections are
necessary for completing the demo-
cratic “velvet revolution” that brought
him to power in May. He seemed
confident that the former ruling Re-
publican Party of Armenia (HHK) and
other parliamentary forces will not try
to prevent them by electing another
prime minister.

Pashinian controls only several
seats in the current Armenian parlia-
ment. Early general elections are there-
fore vital for his political future. Ob-
servers believe that the popular pre-
mier and his allies will win them by a
landslide.

Under the Armenian constitution,
the National Assembly can be dis-
solved ifit fails to elect another head of
government within two weeks after
Pashinian’s resignation.

The HHK, which holds 50 seats
in the 105-member legislature, said on

Continued on page 2

Canada's Justin Trudeau Hails
Democratic Change In Armenia
Pledges Help to Attract Foreign Investments

&

YEREVAN — Prime Minister
Nikol Pashinian today received
Canada’s Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau who is paying an official visit
to Armenia.

The official welcoming ceremony
was followed by the two prime minis-
ters’ private meeting. Greeting the
guest, Prime Minister Pashinian stated,
in part: “Dear Mr. Prime Minister, [ am
glad to host you in the Armenian capi-
tal. You are the first Canadian prime
minister to pay an official visit to the
Republic of Armenia, so this is a his-
toric opportunity for us. You may have
already felt our people’s great sympa-
thy and warm attitude for your coun-

try and yourself. I hope we will suc-
ceed in upgrading and reinvigorating
the wealth of warm relations between
our two countries. I welcome you
once again; I am happy to see you in
Armenia.”

Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said: “Mr. Prime Minister, 1
am very grateful for your greetings. It
is at least a great honor for me to be in
Armenia. You may know that I had the
opportunity to visit Armenia with my
father during summer holidays many
years ago. He had already left the post
of Prime Minister by that time, so [ am

Continued onpage 3

Francophonie Summit in Armenia
Touted As Success

YEREVAN -- The leaders of over
three dozen mostly French-speaking
counties wrapped up last Friday a two-
day meeting in Yerevan which Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinian said has raised
Armenia’s international profile.

French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and other participants of the
summit adopted a joint declaration that
was not immediately made public. They
also appointed Rwanda’s Foreign Min-
ister Louise Mushikiwabo as head of
the International Organization of La
Francophonie (OIF).

The summit, also attended by

government delegations from over 40
other states, was the largest interna-
tional forum ever held in Yerevan. It
highlighted what the current and former
Armenian governments have described
as Armenia’s “privileged relationship”
with France.

“We can say for certain that this
event has helped to boost the interna-
tional standing of our country and to
strengthen the International Organiza-
tion of La Francophonie and its au-
thority,” Pashinian said in a video ad-
dress to the nation. “The summit was

Continued onpage 3

Hayk Marutyan Sworn in as
New Mayor of Yerevan

YEREVAN — The inauguration
ceremony of newly-elected Mayor of
Yerevan Hayk Marutyan was held dur-
ing the a session of Yerevan Council of
Elders convened on October 23. Ac-
cording to Paragraph 47 of the RA
Law “On local self-governance in
Yerevan”, Yerevan Mayor shall take
his office by the procedure established
by law at the meeting of the Council of
Elders convened on the third calendar
day after the election with the oath
given to the residents of Yerevan.

According to the same law, the

meeting of the Council of Elders was
chaired by the oldest member of the
Council Lilit Pipoyan. The ceremony
was attended by President Armen
Sarkisian, Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian, His Holiness Catholicos of
All Armenians Karekin I1, the previous
and present presidents of the Constitu-
tional Court, top officials, politicians
and culture workers.

The 12th Mayor of the third Re-
public of Armenia (the 55th Mayor of

Continued on page 2
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U.S. Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for
European and Eurasian Affairs Visiting Armenia

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — George
Kent, the U.S. deputy assistant secre-
tary of state for European and Eurasian
affairs met with Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinian in Yerevan on Monday for
talks that reportedly focused on re-
gional security and the Armenian
government’s ambitious reform
agenda.

A government statement said
Pashinian briefed George Kent on wide-
ranging reforms planned by his cabinet
and its efforts to combat corruption.
Armenia is “firmly going down the
path of democratic development,” he
said.

The statement cited Kent as say-
ing that the United States is interested
in Armenia’s democratization and eco-
nomic development. The U.S. is there-
fore ready to assist Pashinian’s gov-
ernment in implementing the promised
reforms, the diplomat was reported to
add.

The outgoing U.S. ambassador
in Yerevan, Richard Mills, revealed
last week that Washington provided
Armenia with $14 million in additional
aid following last spring’s dramatic
change of the country’s government.

In a September 21 message to
Pashinian, U.S. President Donald

Trump praised the mass protests that
brought the 43-year-old former jour-
nalist to power in May. “A peaceful,
popular movement ushered in a new
era in Armenia, and we look forward to
working with you to help you execute
the will of your people to combat
corruption and to establish representa-
tive, accountable governance, rule of
law buttressed by an independent judi-
ciary, and political and economic com-
petition,” wrote Trump.

Trump’s national security ad-
viser, John Bolton, is due to visit
Yerevan later this month as part of a
tour of Russia and the three South
Caucasus states. Bolton said last week
that the main purpose of the trip is to
“advance American interests onarange
of security issues.”

Pashinian’s press office said in-
ternational efforts to resolve the
Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and other
“regional challenges” were also on the
agenda of the Armenian leader’s talks
with Kent. But it did not elaborate.

Pashinian has expressed readi-
ness to “strengthen and expand”
Armenia’s relationship with the U.S.
But he has ruled major changes in
Armenian foreign policy traditionally
oriented towards Russia.

PM Pashinian Resigns

Continued frompage 1

October 9 that it “does not have an
intention to nominate a candidate” for
the post of prime minister. The party’s
deputy chairman, Armen Ashotian,
reaffirmed that pledge earlier on Tues-
day.

Two other parliamentary forces,
the Prosperous Armenia (BHK) and
Dashnaktsutyun parties, have also
pledged not to try to install another
premier. They have 31 and 7 parlia-
ment seats respectively.

Pashinian said that while his po-
litical team is “more than prepared for
any scenario” he believes that the par-
liament majority will not “act against
the people and national security.” He
stressed in that regard that he does not
view the HHK as an “enemy.”

Pashinian rallied tens of thou-

sands of supporters outside the parlia-
ment building in Yerevan on October 2
immediately after HHK, BHK and
Dashnaktsutyun lawmakers pushed
through a bill that could have compli-
cated the conduct of the fresh elec-
tions. The three parties thus attempted
to delay the vote until next May or
June. They dropped their objections to
Pashinian’s plans following the angry
protests.

Pashinian stepped up his push
for the parliament’s dissolution after
his alliance won more than 80 percent
of the vote in the September 23 mu-
nicipal elections in Yerevan.

The constitution allows the pre-
mier and his ministers to continue to
perform their duties at least until the
inaugural session of the new parlia-
ment. Pashinian emphasized this fact
in his live address.

Hayk Marutyan Sworn in

Continued frompage 1

Yerevan) Hayk Marutyan took an oath
to keep during his office the Constitu-
tion of the Republic of Armenia, its

laws, decisions of the Council of El-
ders, to perform the powers of Mayor
honestly and faithfully, to serve for the
sake of Yerevan’s prosperity, to act
for the benefit of its residents.

October 20, 2018

Aznavour Family Shocked by Charlie Hebdo
Cartoon Mocking the Late Singer

PARIS (Tert.am) — A cartoon
featuring Charles Aznavour on the
cover page of Charlie Hebdo has an-
gered the family of the legendary
crooner.

In the picture, Aznavour is por-
trayed lying in bed, trying to cut an
oxygen pipe with scissors.

The singer’s eldest daughter,
Seda Aznavour, has expressed her an-
ger with the satirical magazine on
Facebook.

“The Aznavour family and France
are above your rotten and shitty weekly
Charlie. Still jealous. We’re vaccinated,
Charlie. I hope to take a photo like this
for a death in your families Charlie.
When [ think everyone cried for your
rag,” reads her post shared on Monday.

“Charlie Hebdo did the same thing
for our Johnny (Holiday) , that poor
man who had cancer and was worthy

“C“'I"'IARI.IE HEBDO

PLUTO '
CREVE

v Wi i

to the end. I’'m sorry, but it’s not
humor”. Added Seta Aznavour

The world-famous French-Ar-
menian musician died on October 1 in
his apartment in the south-east of Paris.
He was 94.

Azerbaijan Blacklists Russian Female
Politicians, Activists for Visiting Artsakh

BAKU (Panorama.am) — The
Foreign Ministry of Azerbaijan has
banned several Russian female politi-
cians and activists from entering the
country after they visited Artsakh
(Nagorno Karabakh), TASS reports,
citing the ministry’s press service.

During the trip, the group vis-
ited the Artsakh frontline and con-
veyed a message of peace to the
parties and mediators of the Nagorno
Karabakh conflict “to spare the lives
of the 18-20 year old Armenian and
Azerbaijani soldiers on both sides of
the border, to not make their parents
and children sorrowful, o play with
the fates of hundreds of families, to
reject the military solution of the
conflict and seek the conflict settle-
ment exclusively through peaceful
means.’

The list includes among others
first deputy chairperson of the Duma
international affairs committee Svetlana
Zhurova, writer Lyudmila Ulitskaya

and the founder of Vera Hospice Char-
ity Fund, Nyuta Federmesser. They
visited Artsakh within the framework
of the Women for Peace initiative of
Armenian prime minister’s wife, Anna
Hakopyan-Pashinyan, the press ser-
vice said.

“Svetlana Zhurova, Lyudmila
Ulitskaya, Anna Federmesser and some
others were blacklisted for breach of
republic’s legislation — for an illegal
visit to “occupied territories” of
Azerbaijan,” it said.

Also on the list are head of the
Volunteers Helping Orphans charity
Yelena Alshanskaya, journalists
Katerina Gordeyeva and Kira Altman,
director of the DreamSki foundation
Olga Shilova.

Earlier, the Azerbaijani Foreign
Ministry warned it would blacklist the
Russian women visiting Nagorno
Karabakh together with the wife of
Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan.

After the oath, the Honorary Citi-
zen of Yerevan, composer Tigran
Mansuryan and the member of Yerevan
Council of Elders Arthur Ispiryan deco-
rated the newly-elected Mayor Hayk
Marutyan with the mayoral chain.

In his speech addressed to those
present Hayk Marutyan thanked
Yerevanians for trusting him and
stressed that joining their efforts they
will gradually find solutions to all the

problems raised by the residents.
The Prime Minister of the Re-
public of Armenia Nikol Pashinian in
his greeting speech congratulated the
newly-elected Mayor of Yerevan Hayk
Marutyan and the members of the
Council of Elders of Yerevan, wished
them fruitful activity in serving the
residents of Yerevan, the residents of
the Republic of Armenia, the Armenian
people and the Republic of Armenia.
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Rare Screening and New Take
on “Mandate for Armenia”

LOS ANGELES
— The Armenian Film
Foundation and the Na- |
tional Association for

N
Armenian Studies and .; -
Research(NAASR) will [ ? '

[

oY

offer a rare screening
of J. Michael i
Hagopian’s historic film
“Mandate for Armenia”
on Sunday, November
11, at UCLA’s James p
Bridges Theater at2 pm. t.
The program “Mandate [53

for Armenia: J. Michael &
Hagopian’s 1987 Film :
Revisited on the Centenary of the First
Republic of Armenia and in the Year of
the Velvet Revolution,” is the second
annual J. Michael Hagopian Film Dis-
covery Program organized by the Ar-
menian Film Foundation and NAASR.

Discussion to Feature New Arme-
nian Consul Armen Baibourtian

Following the screening of the
film, distinguished panelists will dis-
cuss its creation, the historical context
of the events in the film, and its cur-
rent-day repercussions. The panel fea-
tures Dr. Armen Baibourtian, newly
appointed Armenian Consul General in
Los Angeles; Dr. Carla Garapedian,
Filmmaker and Member, Board of Di-
rectors, Armenian Film Foundation;
and Mr. Marc A. Mamigonian, Direc-
tor of Academic Affairs, National As-
sociation for Armenian Studies and
Research (NAASR); with opening and
closing words from Narekatsi
Chairholder Prof. S. Peter Cowe and
Hovannisian Chairholder Prof. Sebouh
Aslanian.

A Unique Look at This Pivotal
Moment in History

In 1918 the Republic of Armenia
was declared and immediately faced
unimaginable difficulties and threats to
its survival. There was strong sympa-
thy for the plight of Armenia among

Americans and considerable discus-
sion in policy-making circles about
what America’s role could or should
be in ensuring Armenia’s future. This
culminated in the 1919 American mili-
tary mission to Armenia led by Ma;.
Gen. James Harbord and the debate
over the U.S. assuming a mandate for
Armenia.

In 1987, filmmaker Dr. J. Michael
Hagopian, working with film footage
originally shot during the Harbord
mission’s travels in Western and East-
ern Armenia, augmented with addi-
tional images and commentary by his-
torian Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian,
released the film Mandate for Armenia,
a unique document of this pivotal his-
torical episode.

Co-sponsored by the Richard G.
Hovannisian Chair in Modern Arme-
nian History at UCLA and the Narekatsi
Chair in Armenian Language and Lit-
erature at UCLA, the November 11
program will take place at 2:00 pm, at
the James Bridges Theater, Melnitz
Hall, UCLA. This program is free and
open to the public. A reception will
immediately follow the program. Park-
ingisavailablein Lot 3,215 CharlesE.
Young Drive North (at Hilgard Av-
enue). For more information about the
program, contact NAASR at (617)
489-1610 or hq@naasr.org.

Canada's Justin Trudeau

Continued frompage 1

my country’s first ever prime minister
to pay an official visit to Armenia.
Even then I felt the friendship between
Armenians and Canadians. The warm
welcome that [ have enjoyed in Arme-
nia is wonderful. [ am fairly honored to
be here. Thank you very much.”

Nikol Pashinian donated to Justin
Trudeau the Armenian version of his
book entitled “Common denominator.”
“Here is another proof of my words
that you have a special place in Arme-
nian citizens’ perception: this is the
copy of your book, translated into
Armenian, which I am delighted to
present to you,” Nikol Pashinian said.
Justin Trudeau thanked for the book,
noting that he was unaware of his book
being translated into Armenian and
was very happy about it.

The parties discussed a broad
range of issues of mutual interest,
including those political changes un-
derway in Armenia. Justin Trudeau
emphasized that while democracy was
facing serious threats around the world,

Armenia set an example which was
awesome not only for Armenia, but
also for the whole international com-
munity. The Canadian Premier noted
that he had come to Armenia to show,
inter alia, his country’s willingness to
promote Armenia’s development.

“The democratic process in Ar-
menia is a credit not only to Arme-
nians, but also to the whole world,”
Justin Trudeau underscored. He as-
sured of Canada’s readiness to assist
Armenia in developing the economy,
attracting investment, improving infra-
structure and in other priority areas.

Speaking about economic devel-
opment, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinian
pointed out that his government seeks
to change the economic structure in
order to make of Armenia a techno-
logical country. The Premier expressed
confidence that the country has the nec-
essary potential for it. The Prime Minister
added that the Government has made
serious progress in handling corruption
and expressed conviction that it would
help improve the business environment
on the way to economic progress.

October 20, 2018

AGBU to Introduce New Opportunities for
Francophones in Armenia

o |

I

AGBU Chapters Launch a New Scholarship Program and Writing

Competition to Encourage Enhancement of French-Language Educa-

tion in Armenia

NEW YORK -- In the light of
this year’s Francophonie Summit held
in Yerevan, AGBU Montrealand AGBU
France have launched new projects in
an effort to support French-speaking
youth in Armenia, as well as promote
French language and culture. Every
two years, the Francophonie Sum-
mit—the main decision-making body
of the International Organization of
the Francophonie (OIF)—brings to-
gether leaders and representatives of
84 member-states for a series of dis-
cussions. For 48 years, OIF has ac-
tively advocated French language, lin-
guistic diversity and humanist values
across the world.

On October 12, the final day of
the Summit, AGBU Montreal and the
Agenceuniversitaire de la Francophonie
(AUF), a global network of French-
language universities and research in-
stitutions, signed a framework agree-
ment creating new educational oppor-
tunities for Armenia’s Francophone
students. Each year, four students from
Armenia accepted to Quebec’s French-
language universities will get scholar-
ships to pursue their doctoral degrees.
AUF will grant the shortlisted candi-
dates the exemption for tuition fees,
while AGBU will oversee the selec-
tion process, provide some finan-
cial assistance to these students
and facilitate their integration into
the global Francophone community.
The signing ceremony was held at
the AGBU Armenia Office, with
Armenia’s Minister of Education
and Science Arayik Harutyunyan,
as well as government and univer-
sity officials in attendance.

“This agreement creates better
opportunities for Armenian students to
pursue higher education in French,
thus targeting the objectives of OIF of
spreading French language around the
world,” said Rector of AUF Jean-Paul
de Gaudemar.

Chairman of AGBU Montreal
Chahé Tanachian noted that commit-
ment to education is at the core of

AGBU’s mission. “Itis a special agree-
ment that we signed with AUF on the
sidelines of the Francophonie Summit.
Having students from Armenia in
French universities will enhance coop-
eration in the field of education be-
tween Canada and Armenia and will
make French language more popular in
the Armenian society,” Tanachian said.
“AGBU s alsolooking forward to more
closely working with Armenia’s Min-
istry of Education to develop better
expertise and skills in areas needed
today.”

In an effort to promote French-
Armenian connections and boost
people’s interest in French language,
AGBU France—in partnership with the
French Embassy in Armenia—an-
nounced the launch of a contest of
short stories themed "Armenia of My
Dreams in 2050 AGBU France—in
partnership with the French Embassy
in Armenia—announced the launch of
a contest of short stories themed "Ar-
menia of My Dreams in 2050."

This contest is set to encourage
the Francophones citizens of Armenia
to imagine a better future for their
homeland given the recent revival of
democracy. “Taking advantage of this
important moment, the Francophonie
Summit in Yerevan, AGBU France
contributes to the promotion of French
language in Armenia through this con-
test. This contest is also a tribute to
Charles Aznavour who skillfully used
this language,’” said President of AGBU
France and AGBU Europe Nadia
Gortzounian. ‘’We hope that the
contest’s theme will inspire many ap-
plicants."

The contest is open to the resi-
dents of Armenia who can submit
their short stories in French —up to
three pages or 4,500 characters—
through December 15. Authors of
the top three stories will receive mon-
etary awards.

For more information about the
contest, please visit ugabfrance.org/
2018/10/concours-recits/.

Francophonie Summit in Armenia

Continued frompage 1

very well-organized.”

“I want to thank all those people
who were involved in organizing it,”
he said, naming several senior Arme-

nian diplomats and other government
officials.The Francophonie grouping
comprises 54 member states where
French is spoken or where there is an
affinity toward French culture. Many
of them are former French colonies.
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4,000 Armenian Towns and Villages:
Armenians in Ottoman Turkey, 1914 to be
Released in London, LA and Fresno

Sarkis Y. Karayan, Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographic
and Demographic Gazetteer (Gomidas
Institute, 2018), 674 pp, maps, pho-
tos. ISBN 978-1-909382-42-8, pb.,
UK£55.00/US$70.00.

Turkish authorities have ex-
pended great efforts to expunge the
memory of Armenians in modern Tur-
key, promoting the destruction of much
of Turkey’s Armenian cultural patri-
mony and renaming hundreds of Ar-
menian villages. A new book by the
late Sarkis Karayan, “Armenians in
Ottoman Turkey, 1914: A Geographic
and Demographic Gazetteer” (Gomidas
Institute, 2018) documents the full
extent of the Armenian presence in
these lands, before and after the Geno-
cide. Karayan identifies locations by
their old and new names with over
4,000 entries. His work is replete with
maps, geographical coordinates, popu-
lation figures and other vital refer-
ences. Karayan puts Armenians back
onto the map of Turkey.

“Armenians in Ottoman Turkey,
1914: A Geographic and Demographic
Gazetteer” will be launched in London
(Oct. 17), Los Angeles (Oct 23 and 26)
and Fresno (Oct 25) with illustrated
talks and a panel discussion at the Centre
for Armenian Information and Advice,
Acton, London (Wed, Oct 17, 2018,
7:15PM), Abril Books, 415 E. Broad-
way, Glendale, CA 91205, (Tues., Oct
23, 2018 7:30 pm), and the Armenian
Studies Program (Fresno), University

A GEOGRAPHIC AND
DEMOGRAPHIC
GAZETTEER

Business Center, Alice Peters Audito-
rium, Room 191 Fresno State Campus
(Thurs. Oct 25, 2018 7:30 pm). The
reception and a panel discussion with
Ara Sarafian, Garabed Moumdjian,
Crispin Brooks and Dr. Garbis Der
Yeghiayan will be at St. Leon Cathedral,
3325 N. Glenoaks Blvd, Glendale, CA
91504 (Friday, Oct 26, 2018, 6:00 p.m.
reception; 7.00 presentation).

Ara Sarafian is an archival histo-
rian specialising on late Ottoman and
modern Armenian history. He heads
the Gomidas Institute (London) and
has been active in Turkey for over 30
years. He recently returned from a
field trip to Van. For more information
please contact info@gomidas.org

"A Dreamer's World" Art Exhibit In
Glendale & Pasadena

GLENDALE — The general pub-
lic, art lovers & art collectors are
cordially invited to a great art exhibit of
accomplished painter Gevorg “Endza”
Babakhanyan from Etchmiadzin-Ar-
menia to be held at Roslin Art Gallery
in Glendale ( October 25-Oct. 31 ) &
at A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar
Manoukian Center/Boyajian Hall in
Pasadena (November 2-Nov. 4), 2018.

The “A Dreamer’s World” art
exhibit’s opening night reception at
Roslin Art Gallery in Glendale will be
on Thursday, October 25, between the
hours of 7 pmto 10 pm. The art exhibit
will run thru October 31.

The “A Dreamer’s World ™ art
exhibit’s opening night reception at
Boyajian Hall in Pasadena will be on
Friday, November 2, between the
hours of 7 pmto 10 pm. The art exhibit
will run thru November 4.

The admission will be free and all
are welcome. The artist “Endza” will
also be present to greet the guests at
the exhibit.

“Endza” Gevorg Babakhanyan
was born in 1968 in Armenia. In 1985
he graduated fromlocal primary school
with academic excellence. In 1991 he
graduated from the Fine Arts Univer-
sity, Yerevan, Armenia. Between the
years 1990-92 he has acted at Yerevan
“Nork” Theater. During the years
1992-95 he studied at the Armenian
Theological Seminary, Jerusalem and
was ordained as a priest in 1995. He

has served as a priest in Haifa and Tel
Aviv between 2000-2005. In 2003 he
graduated from the Jerusalem Art Stu-
dio and in 2008 graduated from the
Academy of Fine Arts, Venice, Italy.
In 2010 he became the art director of
the “Machanents” Theater, Cross of
Armenian Unity, NGO in Etchmiadzin.

Since 1995, “Endza” has held
numerous group and personal exhibi-
tions in Armenia, Belarus, Canada,
France, Germany, Jordan, Israel, Italy,
Malta, Palestine,Russia, Tunisia, UAE,
United States and elsewhere.

Part of the proceeds from the
exhibit will help the renovation and
construction of Children & Y outh Cul-
tural Center in Karvajar-Artsakh.

Roslin Art Galleryis locatedat 415
E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205.
A.G.B.U. Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Center/BoyajianHall is located at 2495 E.
Mountain St., Pasadena, CA 91104.

October 20, 2018

Boroian’s Unique Art Exhibit at the Dinuba
White House Enjoyed by Many Attendees

BY ALLANY.JENDIAN

FRESNO — A grand exhibit of
Centenarian Katchador “K” Boroian’s
intricate works was presented at the
Alta District Historical Society’s White
House Cultural Center in Dinuba on
Saturday, August 25, 2018, in collabo-
ration with the Armenian Cultural Con-
servancy of Fresno.

Richard Duerksen, Vice Presi-
dent of the Historical Society, the in-
heritor of Mr. K’s works, and Allan
Jendian, Board Member of the Conser-
vancy, and a recipient of one of his
tapestries, each representing their or-

WWI, painting helmets and artillery
for camouflage, had a career as a
commercial artist, and taught himself
needlepoint. He later moved to Califor-
nia, first on a farm in Yettem and
shortly thereafter to Dinuba. Because
he suffered from glaucoma since the
1940’s, he gave up the art for 25 years.

At the age of 81, however,
Boroian re-established his routine of
15-18 hours per day at his needlepoint
canvases. His last years were spent at
the California Armenian Home. He
gifted many of his museum quality
pieces to friends. Boroian passed away
on July 1, 1989, in Fresno.

ganization, reflected on the signifi-
cance of Mr. K’s amazing creative
handiworks and acknowledged those
working behind the scenes in prepara-
tion of the event, especially local artist
Jerry Chang, who spent countless
hours hanging the exhibit.

Jendian, serving as MC, intro-
duced our distinguished historian and
educator, Deacon Van Der
Mugrdechian, a Board Member of the
Conservancy, who presented the life
of Boroian and shared remarks of Mr.
K’s intricate early charcoal drawings,
needlepoint, and petit point.

Mr. K was born in 1889 in
Chunkoosh, Armenia, and attended the
prestigious Art Institute of Chicago.
He served in the US Army during

In the audience was another re-
cipient of Mr. K’s works, Maribel
Reynolds, who had brought her 1986
High School graduation gift from
Boroian. It was a unique needlepoint
purse, which she treasures. Reynolds,
currently a Dinuba City Council mem-
ber, was a neighbor of Boroian and
visited him occasionally.

Following the presentation guests
viewed Mr. K’s works and enjoyed an
array of desserts prepared by commit-
tee members.

The Historical Society’s White
House at 289 South K Street, in Dinuba,
is open to the general public on Tues-
days and Wednesdays, 9:00-12:00 and
1:00-3:00, and by appointment. They
may be reached at 559-591-2144.
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AMAN OF COURAGE AND PERSEVERANCE
A SURVIVOR OF STALIN'S GULAG

THE ARARAT-ESKIJIAN MUSEUM
AND
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR ARMENIAN STUDIES
AND RESEARCH (NAASR)

Present an illustrated talk in English

MY FATHER: A MAN OF COURAGE

OF STALIN'S GULAG

Dr. Rubina Peroomian
Independent scholar

Saturday, October 27, 2018, 5:00 p.m.
Ararat-Eskijian Museum-Sheen Chapel
15105 Mission Hills Road, Mission Hills, CA

by

Ani Hovannisian,

decade before,

articles in scholarly journals.

Please join us for the presentation of Dr. Rubina Peroomian's new publication My Father: A Man of Courage
and Perseverance, a Survivor of Stalin's Gulag, which will feature remarks by the author as well as readings
from the book by UCLA students, Prof. Richard Hovannisian's remarks will be shown in a video by

Peroomian has written the story of her father, Baghdassar (Baghdik) Minasian, who was abducted by the
Soviel NKVD from Tabriz, Iran, during the waning yvears of World War 1L The book reconstructs his
incarceration, interrogation, and sentence of 10 years hard labor in Siberia from 1944 to 1954, when he was
released under the general pardon issued after Stalin’s death to war prisoners and all victims of Stalinist
purges. The book contains the English rendering of unfinished memoirs he began to write late in life when he
felt himself ready to relive and relate his traumatic experience of the Gulag,

Baghdik returned physically broken, fraught with the effect of years of unspeakable suffering in the
notorious Norilsk hard labor camp, but in good spirit. He returned to his family, his “widowed” wife and
two orphan girls, to rebuild his own and his family's shattered life, But not everything went smoothly. He
had challenges to overcome as he reintegrated into the society he was fordbly removed from more than a

Dr. Rubina Peroomian holds a Ph.D. in Near Eastern Languages and Cultures from UCLA and has been a
lecturer in Armenian language and literature. She is the author of several books, chapters, and research

For information about the event, please contact (747) 500-7585 or
eskijian@ararat-eskijian-museum.com. The event will be live-streamed on the

Museum's website and Facebook page. Free Admission & open to the public. A book
signing and reception to follow program.
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Introducing

The Eric Extrand Ensemble

(10 Piece Band)
At Gera

Saturday Oct 20,2018

7pm Social Hour/8pm Dinner

2215 E.Colorado Blvd. Pasadena, CA 91107
Dinner and Open Cash Bar

Reservations with Payment are a Must. No Tickets Sold at the Door
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Vahe Atchabahian
1743 E. Elizabeth St. «+ Pasadena, CA 91104

Tel: 626-793-6220 * Cell: 626-354-5924

vamedia@yahoo.com * www.vaprintmedia.com
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AMAA Centennial Banquet

Los Angeles — October 20, 6 pm , AMAA Centennial Ban-
quet at Biltmore Hotel will honor Benefactors Stephen Philibosian
and Conte Foundations, Sheen Family Trust, Gerald and Patricia
Turpanjian, TF Educational Foundation. Kenneth Khachigian,

Master of Ceremonies . For more information call Levon Filian
or the AMAA Office

201.265.2607 or e-mail
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