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CALL US FOR A
PERSONALIZED QUOTE

(818) 500 9585

805 E. Broadway, Glendale, CA 91205
sbmaronian@gmail.com
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MaronianInsurance.com
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In Celebration of the 40th Anniversary of Iis Founding

AGBU SATAMIAN THEATRE GROUP
(FORMERLY ARDAVAZT)
presents

HOTEL_PARADISO

A comedy in 3 acts by
GEORGES FEYDEAU and MAURICE DESVALIERE

Directed by
KRIKOR SATAMIAN

Sniutinp Lwnbih b wwwhnyky / Tickets available at:
WWW.AGBUPAC.ORG/CALENDAR

Ununph Unitp / Donation $30

JUNE 15-16 / 22-23, 2019

AGBU Vatche & Tamar Manoukian
Performing Arts Center

2495 E. Mountain Street, Pasadena, CA 91104
Saturday performances at 8:00 pm, Sundays at 6:00 pm
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PM Pashinyan Calls for Radical Justice Reforms,
Demands Former Regime Appointed Judges to Resign

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Prime
Minister Nikol Pashinyan on Monday
demanded a mandatory “vetting” of all
judges in Armenia and said many of
them must already resign because they
are connected to the country’s former
leadership and not trusted by the public.

“The people of Armenia perceive
the judicial authority as a remnant of
the former corrupt system in which
plots against the people are constantly
hatched and executed,” Pashinyan said
in live televised remarks. “To what
extent this theory is true and substan-
tiated is a different matter.”

“But the fact is that the judicial
authority does not enjoy the people’s
trust and therefore lacks sufficient
legitimacy to act, which now poses a
direct threat to the normal life, stability
and national security of our country,”
he declared at an emergency meeting
with senior government and law-en-
forcement officials and lawmakers.

“Unfortunately, I can’t conclude
that the judicial system is not subjected
to shadowy and illegal influences
mainly coming from the former cor-
rupt system because these two sys-
tems are connected to each other
through human, political and other ties,”
added Pashinyan.

In particular, he said, Armenian
courts have validated “dozens of ille-
galities” which he said were commit-
ted by the former ruling regime.

All judges must therefore un-
dergo “vetting,” he said. “That is, the
public must have full information about
the judges’ political ties, origin, prop-
erty status and activities as judges and
in their previous capacity, and their
individual and professional traits,” ex-
plained the prime minister.

The judges whose decisions have
led to rulings against Armenia handed
down by the European Court of Hu-
man Rights (ECHR) “mustresign, leave
or be sacked,” Pashinyan went on.

“All those judges who know deep
down that they cannot be impartial and
objective must resign and thereby pro-
vide an important service to the Republic
of Armenia and its people,” he added.

The emergency meeting chaired
by Pashinyan came as his supporters
blocked the entrances to court build-
ings in and outside Yerevan, acting on
his appeal made on Sunday. Pashinyan
urged them to end the blockade in a live
Facebook transmission aired right af-
ter the meeting. He said the unprec-
edented action, condemned by the Ar-
menian opposition as unconstitutional,
“served its purpose.”

The premier called for the court
blockade one day after an Armenian
court ordered his bitter foe and former
President Robert Kocharian freed from
custody pending the outcome of his
trial on charges stemming from the
2008 post-election violence in Yerevan.

On Thuesday, the court sus-
pended Robert Kocharian’s trial be-
cause of what it called a possible con-
tradiction between the Armenian con-
stitution and coup charges brought
against the former president.

In a decision posted on an official
website, the judge presiding over the
trial, Davit Grigorian, cited a “suspi-
cion of discrepancy” between three
articles of the constitution and pros-
ecutors’ claims that Kocharian ille-
gally seized power in the wake of the
election. He said he has therefore asked
the Constitutional Court to pass judg-
ment on that suspicion.

Pashinyan’s political allies and
supporters reacted furiously to
Kocharian’s release, accusing the judge
who ordered it of having ties to the ex-
president and the country’s other
former rulers. Kocharian’s lawyers
say it is the current authorities that
have pressured courts to keep their
client in detention on coup charges
which he rejects as politically moti-
vated.

Pashinyan did not explicitly men-
tion Kocharian’s release in his public
statements. But he did state on Mon-
day that Armenian courts cannot be
“objective” when dealing with the 2008
unrest case.

He argued that the Strasbourg-
based ECHR has ruled in favor of some
of the former opposition politicians

who were jailed following the deadly
March 2008 clashes between security
forces and opposition protesters. Eight
protesters and two policemen were
killed at the time.

The protesters demanded a rerun
of'a disputed presidential election held in
February 2008. Pashinyan was one of
the main speakers at the post-election
demonstrations organized by the main
opposition candidate, Levon Ter-
Petrosian. He subsequently spent nearly
two years in prison as a result of a
crackdown on the Ter-Petrosian-led
opposition which Kocharian ordered less
than two months before serving out his
second and final presidential term.

The indicted ex-president has ac-
cused Pashinyan of waging a political
“vendetta.” The 43-year-old premier
denies this.

Amid opposition uproar against
the blockade of the court buildings,
Pashinyan insisted on Monday that he
is not seeking to have “puppet courts.”
He said that he is on the contrary keen
to build a “truly independent judicial
system.”

In that regard, Pashinyan told the
Armenian parliament dominated by his
allies to speed up the drafting of laws
that will introduce “mechanisms for
transitional justice.” The authorities
could go as far to amend the Armenian
constitution for that purpose, he said.

IMF Executive Board
Approves $248.2
Millinon Stand-by
Arrangement for
Armenia

WASHINGTON, DC — The Ex-
ecutive Board of the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) has approved a 36-
month Stand-By Arrangement (SBA) for
Armenia amounting to SDR 180 million
(about $248.2 million or about 139.75
percent of Armenia’s quota in the IMF).

Upon the Board’s approval, an
amount equivalentto SDR 25.714 million
(about $35.5 million) becomes immedi-
ately available to Armenia, and the re-
maining amount will be made available,
subject to six semi-annual reviews, the
Central Bank’s press service reports,
citing the organization.

The Armenian authorities have in-
dicated that they will treat the arrange-
ment as precautionary, and do not in-
tend to draw on the new SBA unless
shocks generate balance of payments
needs. In addition to providing insur-
ance against shocks, the arrangement
will support the authorities’ efforts to
strengthen the economic fundamentals
and policy frameworks.It will also help
effective implementation of structural
reforms, particularly relating to gover-
nance and improving business climate.

Following the Executive Board

Continued on page 2

Henrikh Mkhitaryan to Miss

Europa League Final
Azeri Ambassador’s “Assurance” Sounds Like a Veiled Threat

LONDON — Arsenal football club
announced on Tuesday that its Armenian
midfielder Henrikh Mkhitaryan will not
travel to Azerbaijan with his teammates
for next week’s Europa League final
against another English side, Chelsea.

Mkhitaryan’s participation in the
May 29 match in Baku had been in doubt
due to security concerns resulting from
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict and, in
particular, an Azerbaijani government
policy of not allowing Armenians to visit
the country.

“We are very disappointed to an-
nounce that Henrikh Mkhitaryan will not
be travelling with the squad for our
UEFA Europa League final against
Chelsea,” Arsenal said in a statement.

“We have thoroughly explored all
the options for Micki to be part of the
squad but after discussing this with Micki
andhis familywe have collectively agreed
he will not be in our travelling party,” it
said.

“We have written to UEFA (Euro-
pean football’s governing body) express-
ing our deep concerns about this situa-
tion. Micki has been a key player in our
run to the final so this is a big loss for us
from a team perspective,” added the
statement.

“We’re also very sad that a player

will miss out on a major European final in
circumstances such as this, as it is some-
thing that comes along very rarely in a
footballer’s career.”

Mkhitaryan, who is also the cap-
tain of Armenia’s national football team,
confirmed the “tough decision” on his
Facebook page. “Having considered all
the current options, we had to take the
tough decision for me not to travel with
the squad to the Europa League Final.
It*s the kind of game that doesn’t come
along very often for us players and I
must admit, it hurts me a lot to miss it. I
will be cheering my teammates on! Let‘s
bring it home Arsenal,” he wrote.

Continued onpage 3
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US Ambassador Lynne Tracy: Democracy in
Armenia is Stronger Than ever

May 25, 2019

Pashinyan Warns Of Islamist Involvement
in Karabakh Conflict

YEREVAN — Democracy in Ar-
menia is stronger than ever, US Ambas-
sador to Armenia Lynne Tracy said on
Wednesday addressing members of the
American Chamber of Commerce in
Armenia.

She pledged continued support to
the Armenian people “as they make
choices to develop and solidify their
democracy in a way that bolsters the rule
of law and protects human dignity.”

Tracy praised the current Arme-
nianauthorities for holding “free, fair and
democratic” parliamentary elections in
December and combating corruption.

“I don’t need to tell you that de-
mocracy in Armenia is stronger than
ever,” she said. “And as the events of last
spring showed us, change starts with
and is driven by Armenians.”

“I plan to continue to support the
Armenian people as they make choices to
develop and solidify their democracy ina
way that bolsters the rule of law and
protects human dignity,” she said.

“I am especially encouraged by the
government’s efforts to root out corrup-
tion and promote transparency,” Tracy
went on. “This will help level the playing
field and signal to the international com-
munity that Armenia is a country that
respects the rule of law and is open for
business. This is particularly important
given the strong potential for improved
U.S.-Armenian economic relationship.”

Laying out the priorities for her
tenure in Armenia Ambassador Tracy
stated that the US appreciates that Ar-
menia has a plethora of bilateral and
multilateral international relationships,
and, as a sovereign, democratic coun-
try, makes choices according to its own
national interest.

“We also understand that as a
reality of geography and history, Arme-
nia maintains strong ties to Russia,” the

Ambassador said, adding, however, that
“Armenia-Russia relationship should not
and does not preclude Armenia from
also pursuing strong, mutually benefi-
cial relations with the United States, the
European Union, and other potential
partners.”

“Foreign affairs is not a zero-sum
game,” she stated.

Lynne Tracy stressed that the US
will continue to work with Russia on
issues of common interest, including
working together toward a resolution to
the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict under
the auspices of the OSCE Minsk Group.

“Today, I am more encouraged
than ever with the Minsk Group process.
It has been a long road and there are no
easy solutions, but the events of recent
months have led me to believe that
progress is possible. High-level meet-
ings between the sides, a reduction in
violence and tensions, agreement on next
steps and a commitment to continued
dialogue show that progress is not out of
therealm of possibility. AndIamhearing
from Armenians — especially young Ar-
menians — that they are ready for
progress,” Amb. Tracy noted.

She noted that Armenia has already
shown its commitment to partnering
with the United States in the international
arena in many ways.

“We value Armenia’s work with
NATO in the Partnership for Peace —
including your participation in NATO
missions, such as the Resolute Support
Mission in Afghanistan. Armenia is a
solid partner with the US European Com-
mand, promoting regional stability in
Kosovo. And Armenia’s strong partner-
ship with the state of Kansas and the
Kansas National Guard has resulted in
fifteen years of fruitful exchanges that
have brought our countries closer to-
gether,” Lynne Tracy said.

Congressional Caucus on Armenian Issues
Joint Statement Regarding the U.S.-Armenia
Strategic Dialogue

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The co-
chairs of the Congressional Caucus on
Armenian Issues, Reps. Adam Schift (D-
CA), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Jackie Speier
(D-CA), Peter King (R-NY) and Frank
Pallone Jr. (D-NJ), released the following
statement on Thursday in response to the
first U.S.-Armenia Strategic Dialogue.

“As co-chairs of the Congressional
Caucus on Armenian Issues, we are
pleased by the outcome of the first U.S.-
Armenia Strategic Dialogue which was
successfully completed last week. The
Strategic Dialogue with Prime Minister

Nikol Pashinyan was the first since the
conduct of free and fair elections earlier
this year. We are pleased that the State
Department is taking the opportunity to
deepen our already strong bilateral ties to
Armenia, and to extend targeted assis-
tance to promote economic growth, ad-
vance good governance proposals, and
realize the Armenian government’s demo-
cratic reform agenda. The Caucus looks
forward to continuing to advocate for
engagement with Armenia and assis-
tance to strengthen Armenia’s democ-
racy and economic development.”

YEREVAN (RFE/RL) — Islamist
militants operating in Syria and Iraq could
flock to Azerbaijan in case of a major
escalation of the Nagorno-Karabakh con-
flict, Armenian Prime Minister Nikol
Pashinyan claimed on Friday.

“There are large numbers of mili-
tants of radical Islamist groups in Syria,
and they realize that they have no place in
Syria and Iraq anymore,” Pashinyan told
Russian journalists in Yerevan. “Accord-
ing to our information, they are now look-
ing for a new place where they can move.”

“If a new escalation starts in our
region, that would be a good excuse for
them to go to, say, Azerbaijan,” he
claimed. “For them, that’s a very conve-
nient point from which they could extend
their operations towards Iran, Russia,
the South Caucasus and Central Asia.”

A warinKarabakh, Pashinyan went
on, could therefore spill over into neigh-
boring countries. He said he hopes Rus-
sia, Iran and Azerbaijan realize this.

According to the Sputnik news
agency, Pashinyan also stated that Mos-
cow is capable of preventing renewed
large-scale fighting in Karabakh. “I’m
sure that Russia has all the leverage to
prevent an escalation in the Karabakh
region,” he said. “And I can’t believe that
Russia will not use that leverage when
necessary.”

Together with the United States
and France, Russia has been spearhead-
ing international efforts to broker the
conflict’s resolution. As recently as on
April 15,Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
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Lavrov hosted a fresh meeting of his
Armenian and Azerbaijani counterparts
in Moscow.

“We will not be rushing the pro-
cess, but we will not be putting the
brakes on it either because the conflict is
there and I don’t think it’s right to forget
about it,” said Pashinyan.

Answering to a question about
former President Robert trial, Pashinyan
reacted cautiously to repeated calls for
his release from custody made by
Nagorno-Karabakh’s current and former
leaders.

Bako Sahakian, the Karabakh presi-
dent, and his predecessor Arkadi
Ghukasian appeared before a court in
Yerevan on Thursday to guarantee in
writing Kocharian’s “appropriate behav-
ior” in case of his release. They also
deposited 500,000 drams (just over
$1,000) each.

“[Sahakian] told me about that the
day before his appeal and I expressed my
attitude: from the moral standpoint I find
it normal, but from the political stand-
point there are some questions,” the
TASS news agency quoted Pashinyan as
saying.

“How would a court in Karabakh
react if | tried to vouch for someone?” he
added.

According to TASS, Pashinyan
dismissed suggestions that many
Karabakh Armenians could turn on him
because of Kocharian’s prosecution. He
said he may be even more popular in
Karabakh than in Armenia.

IMF Executive Board Approves

Continued frompage 1

discussion, Mr. Mitsuhiro Furusawa,
Deputy Managing Director and Acting
Chairman, issued the following statement:

“Armenia has continued to make
progress in recent years in maintaining
macroeconomic and financial stability
and in implementing structural reforms
to promote growth. Economic activity
has strengthened, and public debt has
started to decline. Inflation is under con-
trol, the financial system remains stable,
and international reserves are assessed to
be adequate. Nonetheless, continuing
reform efforts are needed to support a
more balanced and inclusive growth, by
reducing imbalances, improving the busi-
ness climate and strengthening gover-
nance , and advancing measures to re-
duce poverty and unemployment.

“The three-year Stand-By Arrange-
ment will support the authorities’ objec-
tive of moving toward a more dynamic,
sustainable, and inclusive economy. The
precautionary nature of the arrangement

will provide insurance against external
shocks. The authorities are committed to
a sustainable fiscal path, supported by
the fiscal rule, while creating space for
critical spending in enhancing infrastruc-
ture and social spending. These objec-
tives need to be accompanied by mea-
sures to improve tax administration and
modernize property taxation.

“Further strengthening of the mon-
etary policy framework will improve the
effectiveness of monetary policy and
help bring inflation back to its medium-
term target. Measures will also be taken
to safeguard the financial system, fur-
ther develop capital markets, and im-
prove access to finance.

“The decisive implementation of a
strong package of structural reforms
will help foster sustainable and inclusive
growth through measures that promote
private sector development, attract more
FDI, and increase diversification. Steps
to enhance human capital and increase
female labor force participation will also
be helpful.”
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Jorge Sampaio and Vartan Gregorian
Honored by Refugees International

Award recognizes leadership in
working to ensure support for displaced
Syrian students and scholars

NEW YORK (CARNEGIE COR-
PORATION ) — Former Portugal Presi-
dent Jorge Sampaio and Vartan Gregorian,
president of Carnegie Corporation of
New York, were awarded Refugees In-
ternational organization’s highest honor,
the McCall-PierpaoliHumanitarian Award,
for their steadfast leadership in the inter-
national community and for their work to
ensure funding for displaced Syrian stu-
dents and scholars through the Global
Platform for Syrian Students and through
Carnegie Corporation of New York’s
support.

“This year’s awardees have dem-
onstrated incredible willingness to take
on the most difficult challenges and push
the international community to do better
in pursuit of justice and human rights,”
said Eric Schwartz, president of Refu-
gees International.

As the founder and chairman of the
Global Platform for Syrian Students,
President Sampaio has managed the im-
possible task of gathering an emergency
consortium of governments, regional and
international organizations, donor agen-
cies, foundations, universities, faith-based
organizations, and various ethnic and
cultural NGOs, along with the private
sector and individuals. President
Sampaio’s agenda has been and contin-
ues to be the rescue of as many students
as possible, providing them with a home
and the opportunity to be educated, so
that they might serve as future resources
for their societies.

“To stand up with the most vulner-
able, with men, women, and young people
around the world, and join efforts to live
up to their aspirations for a life of dignity
and respect, this is what Refugees Inter-
national has been doing for the last 40
years,” said President Sampaio via a
video recording addressed to guests at
the gala. He concluded with an appeal:
“Let’s all together step up our shared
responsibility for fostering peaceful, just,
and inclusive societies which are free
from fear and violence.”

The audience responded enthusi-
astically. President Sampaio’s remarks
were followed by a message from Eileen
Shields-West, Refugees International
board chair, explaining how she came to
know and be impressed by the Global
Platform: “President Sampaio offered
how he envisioned a time when these
students, armed and emboldened with
their degrees, would return one day to
Syria to become contributing members
of their society. He practically moved us
to tears with his passion for this cause
and the value of scholarship in tearing

down borders and building communities
of people who value learning and schol-
arship.”

President Sampaio launched the
Global Platform with just 100 euros —
and within six months the first group of
45 Syrian students arrived in Portugal to
resume their studies, which had been
disrupted by war, under an emergency
scholarship program. Since 2015
Carnegie Corporation of New York has
given three grants totaling $1 million
dollars to the initiative. In accepting the
McCall-Pierpaoli Award on behalf of
President Sampaio and himself, Gregorian
praised his fellow honoree for maintain-
ing the ideals of European humanismand
enlightenment, saying:

For me, President Sampaio em-
bodies the conscience of Europe. We
Americans should be grateful that there
are still people in Europe who believe in
enduring values that transcend cultures
and civilizations, values that unite all of
us. Such men and women believe that
humanity is one; and that every fragment
of humanity is God’s creation, deserving
of respect and care.

Gregorian made a point of empha-
sizing that President Sampaio is the real
hero. He is the brainchild behind the
Global Platform for which the two of
themwere being honored. “Giving money
is easy, investing money is hard, and it
was the vision of President Sampaio that
led this humanitarian campaign.”

Refugees International does not
accept any government or United Na-
tions funding, ensuring the independence
and credibility of the nonprofit’s work
and allowing its advocacy to be both
independent and fearless. The annual
gala seeks to honor those who have made
a commitment to meeting the needs of
the displaced and, in particular, those
who work to find solutions to the migra-
tion and refugee crises.

Others recognized included Taller
Salud, a humanitarian aid group in Puerto
Rico, which provided critical services
and unwavering support in the wake of
Hurricanes Irma and Maria; U.S. Repre-
sentative Will Hurd of Texas, for his
commitment to the resolution of chal-
lenging migration issues through civil
discourse based on facts and not fear;
and Mayor Wilmot Collins of Helena,
Montana, for effectively championing
the importance of the U.S. refugee re-
settlement program while reminding the
public about the enormous positive con-
tributions of refugees to our society.

Since 1979 Refugees International
has advocated for lifesaving assistance
and protection for displaced people who
have been deeply affected by conflict,
social upheavals, and natural disasters.
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TUMO CEO Marie Lou Papazian
Knighted by the French
“Ordre des Palmes Académiques”

PARIS—OnMay 15th,Marie Lou
Papazian, CEO of the TUMO Center for
Creative Technologies, was awarded the
title of Chevalier, “knight,” by the Ordre
des Palmes Académiques, an order be-
stowed by the French Republic on distin-
guished academic and cultural figures
for their contributions to science and
education. Papazian was nominated for
the honor by Gilles Pécout, Rector of the
Academy of Paris and Ile de France, and
fellow Ordre des Palmes Académiques
honoree.

Anne Hidalgo, mayor of Paris, pre-
sented the medal to Papazian at a cer-
emony at Paris City Hall. Guests included
Claude Farge, director of Forum des
Images, Hasmik Tolmajyan, ambassa-
dor of Armenia to France, and other
members of the French-Armenian com-
munity.

“Without you, Marie Lou, TUMO
would not exist in Armenia or in France.
If this medal had not been created, it

would have needed to be created for you.
You are a citizen of the world, and
TUMO is a freedom. It is the best school
in the world! Thanks to your efforts, and
those of Claude Farge and the Forum des
Images, it will continue to inspire us all,”
said Anne Hidalgo, in her remarks during
the ceremony.

“This medal represents something
extremely rare and precious — a genuine
recognition of shared values,” said Marie
Lou Papazian, in her acceptance speech.
“I will wear it with pride and with the
hope of inspiring more courage, tenacity
and resourcefulness.”

TUMO is honored to have its CEO
and program recognized by an institution
as esteemed as the Ordre des Palmes
Académiques. This week, the program
will also be presented at Viva Technology
2019 in Paris, the world’s rendezvous for
startups and leaders to celebrate innova-
tion. Papazian will deliver a talk entitled
“Inventing the Future of Learning.”

Henrikh Mkhitaryan to Miss Europa League Final

Continued frompage 1

The 30-year-old is Armenia’s most
successful and popular footballer who
has previously played for two other ma-
jor European clubs, Manchester United
and Germany’s Borussia Dortmund.

Arsenal demanded “acceptable
guarantees” of Mkhitaryan’s security
from UEFA after qualifying for the Europa
League final earlier this month. The Ar-
menian player was already omitted from
the squad for safety reasons when Arse-
nal played against an Azerbaijani club in
Baku in the group stage of the competi-
tion last October.

Britain’s “The Daily Telegraph”
newspaper quoted Elkhan Mammadov,
the secretary general of Azerbaijan’s
football federation, as saying on May 17
that Azerbaijani authorities have pro-
vided such guarantees to UEFA.

Azeri Ambassador’s “Assurance”
Sounds Like a Veiled Threat

Meanwhile, Tahir Taghizadeh, the
Azerbaijani ambassador to the United
Kingdom, spoke to Sky News this week
on the matter, saying that the player
would be safe—as long as he stuck to
sports while in the country.

“This is a Class A event, if our
purpose is to play political games around
it it is something different, you are being
paid as a footballer not a politician, lets

leave other issues aside,” he said.

“His problem is that he has visited
amilitary occupied portion of Azerbaijan
which in doing so without permission
from Azerbijani government.

“This entails consequences includ-
ing blacklisted by the government. But he
will be able to have security and safety
guarantees.

“My message to Mkhitaryan would
be: you’re a footballer, you want to play
football? Go to Baku you are safe there,
if you want to play the issue then that’s
a different story.

“What | can guarantee is that the
Azerbaijan government will do every-
thing what needs to be done and provide
safety and security for every fan, player
and staff member coming to this game.”

It’s not the most reassuring mes-
sage, is it?  mean ‘If you want to play the
issue then that’s a different story’ sounds
just a bit menacing actually. Not exactly
the most reassuring comments.

The Armenian Foreign Ministry
insisted on Tuesday, however, that Baku
has failed to adequately guarantee
Mkhitaryan’s security.

The ministry spokeswoman, Anna
Naghdalian, also cited reports that
Arsenal’s ethnic Armenian ticket holders
have been barred from entering
Azerbaijan. She condemned that as an-
other “manifestation of racism” on the
part of Baku.
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From Armenia to America:
Two Families’ Histories

By Michael Rettig

Documenting and preserving the
stories of one’s ancestors and their im-
migration to America is itself a noble
endeavor, and it takes on increased im-
portance for those whose ancestors sur-
vived genocide. The very goal of a geno-
cidal regime is to obliterate a people and
any memory of their prior existence. To
remember those lost, as well as those
who survived, honors their suffering and
perseverance. For this reason, the Arme-
nian Cultural Conservancy (ACC) of
Fresno hosted a community lecture, Fam-
ily Histories of Immigration to the United
States, at the Woodward Park Library on
April 25, following the 104th anniversary
of the Armenian Genocide.

Presenters Deacon Van Der
Mugrdechian, ACC board member;
Zaroohi Der Mugrdechian, former prin-
cipal of the Charlie Keyan Armenian
School; and Dr. Matthew Ari Jendian,
Professor of Sociology and Director of
Humanics at Fresno State, shared their
family histories using oral histories, mem-
oirs, letters, and photographs.

Deacon Van opened the event by
emphasizing the importance of docu-
menting family stories for future genera-
tions. He encouraged the audience to
research their own ancestors and to
share their histories with the community
in similar lectures in the future. “This
presentation is one step towards the
Conservancy’s goal of preserving this
history.”

Deacon Van and his sister Zaroohi
shared the story of their grandfather
Anooshavan Der Mugrdechian, using his
memoir, Anooshavan: The Intrepid Sur-
vivor, as well as family photographs and
stories. Anooshavan grew up in Aikestan,
Van. He fought in the city’s defense
during the Hamidian Massacres before
moving to Urmi, where he met his wife
Rakel Sahagian. He moved to the United
States to seek a safe haven for his family,
but responded to the call for volunteers

to return to his homeland to fight in the
Defense of Van in 1915. Anooshavan
and the other Armenian volunteers suc-
cessfully defended Van, but were forced
to evacuate the city with the Russian
Army. Later, during the long exodus
from Van to the Caucasus, Rakel left
their infant daughter Lucy on a rock
because she could felt they could no
longer feed her. Upon hearing the cries of
her daughter, Rakel immediately returned
for her. They traveled through Siberia to
reach Yokohama, Japan, and then to the
United States. Lucy died in Fresno at the
age of 102. Several community mem-
bers in the audience remembered her.

Anooshavan’s family immigrated
to Fresno County in 1917 when the
congregation at the St. Gregory Arme-
nian Church in Fowler invited his father,
Der Melkisedek, to serve as parish priest.
Der Melkisedek was a schoolmaster,
teacher, and author in Van who opened
the first all-girls school in the city and
created children’s songs.

Deacon Van shared that while he
was preparing his photo exhibit for the
night’s presentation, Dr. Jendian noticed
his own great-grandfather in a photo, as
the caretaker at the St. Hripsime School
for Girls, which was established by Der
Melkisedek. “Discovering both of our
great grandfathers in the same photo in
Van is another revelation of the connec-
tion we all have if we look deep enough,”
Dr. Jendian remarked. Deacon Van and
Zaroohi concluded their family history
by sharing childhood memories from
their grandparents’ home in Fresno.

Dr. Jendian presented his family
history, wearing his grandfather Avedis
Antrankian’s traditional Armenian cloth-
ing. Avedis, also from Van, grew up ina
home his family had lived in for genera-
tions. However, Avedis’ early life was
marked with tragedies. When Avedis
was 8 years old, his father, Ohannes,
was ambushed and murdered by Turkish
gendarmes. Three months later, Avedis’
17-year old brother, Armenag, died from
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anunrelated accident. Avedis did his part
indefending Vanby digging bullets lodged
into the wall from Turkish gunfire and
giving them to the gun smiths to reload
shells, and often dodging bullets whiz-
zing past.

Like Anooshavan and the Der
Mugrdechian family, Avedis and his
mother, Abrigsemeh, evacuated Van with
the Russian army. They embarked on an
11-day, nearly 200-mile long, arduous
walk to Igdir where they providentially
encountered the eldest Antranikian
brother Mourad who had voluntarily en-
listed from America to help fight in the
Defense of Van. Mourad arranged for
Avedis and Abrigsemeh to travel by
wagon and train from Igdir to
Etchmiadzin, to Moscow, to Oslo, Nor-
way, where they boarded Oscar 11, headed
to the United States and arriving on Ellis
Island on July 28, 1916. After a short
stay with sister Calipse Hotzakorgian’s
family in Everett, Massachusetts, the
Antranikians traveled cross-country by
train and settled in Kingsburg, California,
where brother Yeghiazar had settled.
Avedis was known in high school for his
poetry and athleticism, earning varsity
letters in three sports—football, basket-
ball, and baseball.
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Family History presenters, left to right, Deacon Van Der Mugrdechian, Zaroohi Der
Mugrdechian, and Dr. Matthew Jendian (Photo—Alain Ekmalian)

After graduating from Kingsburg
Highin 1926, he married Rose Missakian
in 1933, and they worked in canneries
until they built and opened the EIm Av-
enue Fruit Market in 1936, which be-
came The Fresno Grapestake Yard in the
1960s. In 1943, Avedis was touted as a
“local hero” on the front page of The
Fresno Bee, for saving Mrs. Reuben
Taylor from drowning in Preacher’s
Hole in the Kings River. The young boy
from Van who had such a tumultuous
childhood, died in Fresno in 1973 doing
what he loved—folk dancing.

Though many Armenians grew up
hearing similar stories, it is important to
document, preserve, and continuously
share these memories with generations
further removed from the Genocide.
Presentations such as these foster col-
lective storytelling and help elucidate the
many connections among Armenians in
the Diaspora. More importantly, they
keep alive the memory of those who
perished and those who persevered in
1915 so they will never be lost to history.

Michael Retting, is a recent
Fresno State graduate; MA in His-
tory; former editor of Hye Shazhoom.

Armenian American Museum Unveils
Square Foot Certificate
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Square Foot Builder

GLENDALE — The Armenian
American Museum has unveiled the
Square Foot Certificate, a limited edition
commemorative certificate to honor the
developing cultural and educational
center’s donors and supporters. The
Square Foot Builders programinvites the
community to sponsor one square foot
of the Museum construction with a do-
nation of $500.

The Square Foot Builders program
was inspired by former Secretary of the
Navy Paul Ignatius who was an early
supporter of the Armenian American
Museum and one of the project’s first
$500 donors. An Armenian American
and Glendale-native, Ignatius served as
the Secretary of the Navy between 1967
and 1969 and Assistant Secretary of
Defense during President Lyndon

Johnson’s administration. In 2016, the
U.S. Navy launchedthe USS Paul Ignatius
(DDG 117), one of its newest destroyer
ships named in honor of the former
Secretary.

Executive Chairman Berdj
Karapetian had the opportunity to
visit Ignatius in his Washington, DC
home and present the first Square
Foot Certificate from the Armenian
American Museum.

“It is a true honor to be presented
with the Armenian American Museum’s
first Square Foot Certificate,” stated
former Secretary of Navy Paul Ignatius.
“The vision for the Armenian American
Museum has been a longtime dream of
mine and [ am so excited to see that the
project is becoming a reality.”

The Square Foot Certificate was
designed by Arpine Shakhbandaryan, a
Glendale-based Armenian American art-
ist. Her creation with the Museum’s
signature velvet color was inspired by
the style of traditional Armenian illus-

trated manuscripts and symbols of eter-
nity representing the perseverance of the
Armenian people.

“l was humbled to be entrusted
with the role of designing the Square
Foot Certificate for the Armenian Ameri-
can Museum,” stated artist Arpine
Shakhbandaryan. “My vision for the
commemorative certificate was to cre-
ate a treasured keepsake that would cel-
ebrate Armenian arts, culture, and his-
tory.”

Supporters can donate and re-
serve Square Foot Certificates by visit-
ing the Museum website at https://
www.ArmenianAmericanMuseum.org/
SqFt or calling the Museum office at
(818) 351-3554.

Square Foot Certificates can be
presented in the donor’s name, dedicated
in the memory of a loved one, or dedi-
cated in honor of a family, child, busi-
ness, organization, and more.

Square Foot Certificates are avail-
able for a limited time.
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